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ADVERTISEMEiNT. 


In  order  to  render  the  following  Narrative  more  use- 
ful to  mariners,  as  well  as  mteresting  to  the  general 
reader,  I  have  occasionally  avaOed  myself  of  informa- 
tion  derived  iiom  other  sources  than  my  own  personal 
observation.    In  the  course  of  my  four  voyages,  I 

touched  at  many  places  at  which  1  could  not  remain 
long  enough  to  enable  me  to  make  surveys,  determine 
soundings,  or  collect  materials  for  accurate  descrip- 
tion; yet  without  these  and  general  sailing  directions) 
the  work,  as  a  whole,  would  have  been  imperfect  1 
have  therefore  to  acknowledge  my  obUgations  to 
several  voyagers  for  some  valuable  information;  for 
the  introduction  of  which,  I  am  ccmfident,  none  of  my 
readers  will  require  an  apology. 

It  will  be  observed  that  all  the  courses  and  bearings 
in  tiie  work  have  heen  made  by  compass^  and  tliat  tlio 
dates  are  according  to  nautical  time. 

The  Author. 

Netth  York,  IhcemOer,  1832. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

COMPEtfUCa 

A  BRIEF  SKETCH  OF 
THE  AUTHOR'S  EARLY  LIFE. 


Im  appearing  thus  Mate  the  piiblie^  and  finr  the  fint  tiiiM'  imH  only 
as  an  au^^,  but  as  the  diseorerer  of  ooonlries  die  rttf  enstcnee  of 
wluefa  was  belbie  tnknoim  to  the  civilized  irorid, — the  writer  of  ilie 

siibs^<]!ieii(  pag-cs  is  aw:^rf  thnt  ho  is  tiflvnticirtf^  claims  of  no  ordinary 
character.  With  what  degree  of  ability  they  are  about  to  be  sustained 
remains  yet  to  be  seen. 

Tlie  autlior  mak<?n  no  prcteiibioas  to  literary  auainments,  or  to  the 
an  of  tm  writing;  bat  he  has  the  vanity  to  say,  that,  in  his  natural 
s|4iere,  on  the  deck  of  a  ship,  he  will  yield  to  none  in  hia  knowledge 
wad  discharge  of  nautical  duties.  If  this  (perhaps  gratuitous)  boast 
require  jusiifirrition.  he  rmsts  thuf  it  may  be  found  in  the  foHoM-jn^ 
brief  skoteh  oi  -jomc  prnn^nit nt  iUfiJcnts  of  his  thus  far  chcckcreil 
life  and  mantime  career,  previous  lo  the  voyages  which  fumibhed  ihe 
subject-matter  of  the  present  work.  This  he  gives  the  more  Veadily, 
as  the  public  have  an  nndonbted  lifht  to  know  someUiing  of  a  man 
who  comes  before  them  with  the  hidb-sotrndiug  promise  of  increasing 
their  stock  of  geographical  knowledge,  and  addmg  much  to  the  aceu* 
inulated  trca'^iuros  of  fosmographical  science. 

Ever  anxious  to  avoi  l  even  the  appearance  of  egotism,  he  has 
thus  introduced  himself  to  the  reader  in  the  third  person;  but  in 
teQing  his  own  story,  he  fin^  it  more  convenient  to  adopt  the  first 

My  Benjamin  HorteDf  of  8lonington«  Conneetieoti  ii  well 
known  to  the  commercial  community  in  New-England  and  New*Yoikt 
as  a  ^Viip-bnilfler  of  some  professional  eminence.  His  mmc,  al^o, 
will  be  remembered,  as  connected  with  a  domestic  calamity  of  the 
most  disiressinE:  and  heart-rending  character,  whicli  occurred  m  the 
great  gale  of  ^September  23d,  1815,  which  wiU  be  noticed  in  its  proper 
place.  Hia  temy  once  comprised  a  beloved  wife  and  seven  chilaren— 
ibar  aona  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  I  was  the  eldest. 

I  was  bom  on  die  Sih  day  of  July,  1799.  My  parents  at  that 
lime  resided  in  a  «tmall  town  of  Westchester  county,  in  the  state  of 
»  New-York,  called  Kye,  on  Lojil^  IsJmid  Hoimd,  nbout  eighteen  miles 
N.E.  of  the  »r^at  rommercial  emponum  of  the  United  States.  Thus, 
I  may  say  tiie  salt  water  was  almost  the  first  scene  prcaenied  to  my 
lirfhtt  view ;  ami  I  hm  fired  doee  by  it,  or  oo  it,  ever  since* 
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In  less  dun  a  fear  after  waj  binli,  my  father  removed  bis  teOj  tin 
fltopinpoiif  a  bonmgli  in  the  couiiiy  of  New-LondoOi  ConaecUevtr 

also  lying  on  t?K»  marg^in  of  J/^nn:  Island  Sound,  (ifieen  miles  east  of 
New-London,  and  near  the  western  liiie  of  Rhode  Island.  This  place 
is  celehrated  for  having  successfully  resisted  two  furious  bombard- 
ments by  the  English ;  one  during  the  war  of  the  revolution,  and 
another»  of  two  days*  dmatkm,  in  fEe  laat  war*  It  can  alao  boast  of 
havittg  produced  a  greater  unnibcr  of  aoeUent  leameiit  eminent  aUp- 
masters,  and  enterprising  merchants  than  any  other  town  of  equal 
population  in  the  United  States.  The  number  of  inhahitanto  according 
to  the  census  of  1830  did  not  exceed  800  souls. 

It  was  here  that  my  faiiier  conunenced  his  business  of  ship-building ; 
whieh  he  pursued,  with  tmremitting  assiduity,  until  the  year  1800« 
when  he  made  a  voyage  to  the  Pioifie  Oeran*  as  third  olBcer  and 
carpenter  of  the  schoinier  Oneco,  of  New*Londont  commanded  by 
Captain  Oeorge  Howe.  He  was  absent  nearly  three  years,  suffering 
manv  hnrdships  and  privations,  the  voyage  provinE^  unusually  hazard- 
ous and  disagreeable.  On  his  return  to  Slonuigiou,  he  resumed  his 
business  of  ship-bmlduig ;  m  whicli  he  lost  a  considerable  simi  of 
money,  through  the  misfortunes  of  his  employer,  Captain  Nathaniel 
Smilh.  Ahhough  this  loss  was  severely  felt  by  my  father,  he  never 
altribnted  any  blame  to  Captain  Smith ;  knowing  him  to  be  of  a  nature 
too  noUe  and  humaiie  to  enjoy  a  lengtliened  period  of  worldly  pros- 
perity. The  miser  and  llic  knave  appear  to  be  the  mosi  popular  and 
successful  in  tins  life,  while  the  generous  and  the  ju6t  too  uUeu  become 
the  victims  of  tieachery,  and  the  nrey  of  misfortune. 

My  infaney  and  early  ehUdhood  were  periods  of  sickness  and  pain. 
That  laughing  vivacity,  bounding  MlatiQrt  and  buoyancy  of  spirit  which 
every  healthy  child  experiences— 

*<  That  tig btiT  dnwg  its  breath, 
AaA  IMa  M Ufi»  la  vmjUt^- 

were  to  me  ''like  angeU*  vislisr  for  until  I  was  ten  years  old  it  had 
seldom,  if  ever,  enjoyed  health  or  ease  fat  the  short  space  of  a  single 
week.   At  the  age  of  ten,  my  health  npidy  impnyved;  and  it  wan 

about  this  period  that  I  tir^tt  felt  a  strong  propensity  to  become  a  sailor, 
and  visit  distant  p  uts  of  the  world.  This  desire,  by  whatever  cause 
excit4»d,  was  keenly  w  Ik  rted  by  the  many  marvellous  stories  I  daily 
heard,  from  those  who  iuilQwed  liie  seas,  concerning  the  **  wonders  of 
the  mighty  deep,''  and  the  enrioeitiea  of  finrdgn  climes.  It  lileitUy 
grew  with  my  growih,  and  strengthened  with  my  strength.**  Books, 
also,  were  not  wanting  to  fan  the  flame,  which  at  length  became  inex- 
tinguishable ;  and  after  vnifdv  ■soliritiiiw  my  father's  consent,  1  deter- 
mined at  once  to  play  the  hero,  ami  seize  the  lasu  opportunity  im 
mnmng  away ! 

Such  an  opporluniqr  at  length  ocoarred ;  but  not  until  I  had  entered 
my  seventeenUi  ftatt  when,  without  taking  leave  of  any  msinbernf 

tlMB  family,  or  intunatiag  my  purpose  to  a  single  soul,  1  icmmypaianal 

home,  one  pleasant  morning  in  Mnrrh,  1812  ;  and  without  encounter- 
ing any  adventures  worth  relating,  soon  found  myself  in  the  peatfiQf 
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of  New- York.  Here  I  lost  no  time  in  looking  oni  for  a  bertli  on 
board  of  some  vessel  engaged  in  foreign  inulei  the  coasting  businetss 
being  a  sphere  far  too  limned  for  my  expansive  aabitioii.  I  finally 
soeeeeded  in  thipping  myself  oa  board  Ihe  ESaterprise,  a  ship  belonging 
to  Ralph  BucUejr,  1^.,  and  commanded  by  Captain  Alexander  Cart- 
wright  ;  as  fine  a  seaman,  and  as  honest  a  mant  as  ever  put  his  foot 
on  the  rjuarter-deck  of  a  ship. 

Our  desiiiraiion  was  Iiisbon,  with  a  cargo  of  lloiii,  lor  which  a  j;rc;it 
price  was  aniunpated,  as  I  Vance  was  then  at  war  witii  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal, and  a  further  supply  from  the  United  Slates  was  moiaeatarily  ex- 
p^ted  10  be  ent  off;  as  an  embargo  law  for  ninety  days  had  just  passecf 
both  honaes  of  Congress,  and  was  hourly  expeeted  in  New- York. 
Like  several  others  in  the  same  predicament,  we  were  compelled  to 
take  in  our  carc^o  with  the  greatest  expedition,  anr!  then  lo  drop  below 
in  the  outer  harbour,  lo  wail  lor  our  cleaninre.    As  soon  as  this  was 


now,  ^  Run  Ibrit  I  ud  Heaven  help  the  iundmost  t**  Ibr  the  eoHeetorV 
sfgnature  was  seaieely  dry  upon  the  paper  befoie  he  received  orders 
mn  Washington  by  express  to  stop  every  vend  that  was  bound  to 
sea.  The  revenue-cutter  iinmrdiutely  j^ave  chase  to  our  liltle  fleet 
of  flour-dealers,  and  succeeded  iii  sioppin<^  several  of  the  fnrjitive?, 
who  were  compelled  to  return.  Tlie  re^l  of  us  had  too  much  the  start  of 
nim ;  and  I  soon  found  mvi^elf  far  from  laud,  on  the  element  which  I 
bad  so  kmg  woA  so  aidenUy  dosifod  to  traverse. 

I  cannot  deseribe  my  sensatioiis  on  finding  myself  afloat  on  th» 
mighty  ocean.  My  soul  seemed  to  have  escaped  firom  a  |Mrison  or  a 
cage — \  could  now  breathe  more  freely.  But  large  and  boundless  as 
the  world  of  waters  appeared,!  was  afraid  tliat  it  was  not  large  euougli 
for  niy  wholesale  desires.  So  many  had  traversed  it  before  me  that  I 
felt  apprehensive  tbat  they  had  gleaned  the  vast  Mi  of  lesMreht  and  left, 
nothine  new  finr  me  to  disoover  and  deseribe.  Bat  donbdess  many 
oilier  fads  of  the  aame  age,  and  under  simihir  circunintances,  have 
experienced  the  same  kind  of  feelings.  The  enthtisiastic  glow  which 
they  imparted  to  my  bosom,  however,  was  oeeasionally  chilled  by  aa 
iiitrudiiifi;  thought  of  home,  and  the  alfliction  of  my  parents  and  rela- 
tives, on  account  of  my  clandestine  and  mystenous  disappearance.  But 
the  novelty  of  my  situation  soon  enabled  me  to  give  such  thoughts  fa 
Ae  winds. 

After  a  pleasant  passage*  we  tooehed  at  Lisbon,  but  flndtni^  the 

price  of  flour  not  equal  to  our  expectations,  we  proceedet!  lo  Cadiz, 
whi<'h  %ra!?  then  exposed  to  a  scvc^re  hombanfinent  from  the  Freneh. 
This  was  of  course  a  woiulerlul  and  interestmir  scene  to  imp.  To 
see  the  bomb-sheUs  liyuig  over  our  ship,  aiid  failing  into  the  market- 
place, which  I  had  occasion  to  visit  every  day  for  beef  and  vegetables,, 
was  truly  grand  and  snbltme.  It  was  in  some  measare  realising 
what  I  had  so  often  faesid  and  read  and  dreamed  of;  it  was  a  partial 
consummation  of  mv  mo«;t  prominmit  jvivf-nile  desire.  T  ^'oott  beeamf* 
familiar  ujih  danger,  and  actually  tVlt  the  most  gratified  wiien  the 
shells  fell  ihickesl  around  me:  «»u  that  i  might  exhibit  my  coniempi 
of  fear.    From  that  period,  1  became  romautic&liy  fond  oi'  hazardous 
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«Bd  da^imte  cntaipdsti*  m  the  aehievein«iit  of  which  I  have  em 
«iace  sought  occasion  to  place  myself  foremost.  Whether  this  pro- 
pensify  be  physical  or  moral,  or  both  combined,  or  inconsiderate 
rdiiluicss,  I  \enve  h  for  oilit  rs  to  decide.  At  all  events,  it  appears  lo 
be  iiiliereut  iu  my  aature,  aad  tiic  most  pleasant  aeusauoua  i  iiave  ever 
«nMneiic«d  wm  the  effeeta  ol  ifti  granfieatkNi. 

We  made  a  long  stav  in  Cadis,  waiUng  lo  make  aft  adfantageotis 
aale  of  our  cargo,  whiw  we  finally  effected,  and  again  aet  aail  on  otir 
retimi  to  New-York,  ignorant  of  tlie  fact  that  since  our  departure  from 
the  I  ntted  States  war  iiad  beim  declared  by  our  gOTenuuent  againat 
Great  iintaiu  niul  her  dependencies. 

We  cautinut-d  oiu  passage  with  variable  winds  and  oocasional  foul 
weather,  until  we  arriYed  on  the  Banka  of  Newfoundland ;  where  we 
fell  in  with  Che  Britiah  aloefi-ol^war  Hanid,  the  eoBMnaader  of  which 
politely  fumislied  our  captain  with  the  news  of  t!ie  war,  and  then  ex- 
tended his  courtcsT  so  far  as  to  take  charge  of  onr  ship,  and  }];ire  the 
officers  and  rrcw  a  free  pns??a<^e  to  St.  John's,  Newfo\n»dland.  wlicrr  ■^vr 
were      (  (nilijK'd  ou  I'o.rrd  a  j)riii)n-sl lip  h  lug  at  the  head  of  the  harbour. 

Ou  board  ui  tiua  iiuiii.  we  were  deLaiued  as  pn^oncrs  of  war  ibr  about 

ei^  moBdia»  during  which  line  we  leeeitred  ever>*  indulgence  end 
liMrtT  tfait  eoold  leaaonahlj  he  expected  by  persons  in  ow  situation. 
For  this  liberal  and  huvane  treatment  we  were  indebted  to  the  kind- 
ness of  Sir  John  Thomas  Duckworth,  commnndrr-in-rhipf  of  his 
Britannic  majesty's  forrrs  on  that  stutinn.  lie  r\enpennmr(l  iN\enty- 
fiv©  of  the  American  pnsonersi  to  go  on  shon  pvery  day,  to  work  as 
riggers,  receiving  the  customary  wages  lur  that  business.  lie  also 
uttowed  a  muifcet  to  be  hM  on  boaiS  the  hulk,  lo  whidi  the  country- 
1MB  weiecOMpeiled  lo  bring  the  beat  of  every  thing,  atthe  aame  prices 
as  were  paid  bf  dttaens.  Every  article  of  ptovisiana  brought  ro 
this  mnrket  which  was  fonnd  to  be  of  bad  qnali^  was  pronptiy 
tlirow  ;i  o\  prboard  hy  one  of  8ir  Jotm'»  oflicers. 

but  naiwnhstandmg  the  kind  tretitment  we  received,  we  all  sighed 
Ibr  liberty,  longing  to  get  home  tliat  we  might  embrace  our  friends, 
and  joui  onr  Mate  eounirymen  in  anna*  We  therefore  resolved  to 
petitiao  Sv  Jofan^at  his  next  humane  weekly  visit,  to  send  the  American 
prisoners  home  to  their  (aoulies  and  fiima*  We  did  ao»  and  the 
ncbniral  replied  in  substance  as  follows : 

"My  hvAVQ  men  I  feel  for  you,  and  will  do  ;\1I  that  lir*;  in  my  power 
towariis.  i^Traiifyincf  vour  wishes,  in  the  ( uur^e  of  this  winter.  It  is 
natural  tiiat  you  biiuuid  desire  to  be  restored  to  your  friends,  families, 
and  tomHOf*   You  may  rely  upon  my  best  exertiona  ui  your  bebalfl^ 

Reanhnated  by  this  cordial  aaaurance,  we  now  feh  like  difllerent 
hehlgaf  confident  that  the  htnnane  veteran  spoke  in  the  sincerity  of  his 
heart,  and  a  davs  ftinii«^hed  testimony  that  onr  confidence  had  not 
been  niisphu  c  J.  Un  Ins  nr\T  visit  he  gave  us  the  joyftd  intelligence 
that  airaii<i<  riicuts  had  been  made  ibr  our  return  to  the  States  in 
about  a  moutii. 

No  hieideni  oeeurred  to  damp  our  hopea.  At  the  time  appointed 
we  alleaibaikedoa  board  a  cartel,  and  on  the  foUowug  dajr  took  our 
ftNd  leaw  of  8far  Jiahn,  with  eeniimenta  of  aflbctkm  and  respect*  It 
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is  no  small  gnitiiicttjoii  to  my  feeling?  at  the  present  moment,  that  I 
am  favoured  with  an  opportunity  of  thua  bearing  pnblie  leatimoay  t» 

the  pofeasional  mcriui  of  this  gentleman,  as  weQ  as  to  the  amiable 
quabties  of  his  heart.  He  dropped  a  manly  tear  at  onr  parting,  and 
his  cordial  "  God  bless  yon,  my  l.id-^  ''^  was  sciij^ibly  felt  by  every 
heart  amoji^r  us.  After  interchanging  an  aHectioiiiiie  fi'-rcwrll  with 
other  kind  irieuds  and  acquaintances,  we  set  sail  for  our  native  land, 
and  in  a  few  days  arrived  in  safety  at  BosKm. 

I  now  found  myadf  restored  to  liberty  from  a  state  of  captivity ;  a 
freeman  in  my  native  cotmlry,  treading  the  soil  of  independeDsau 
This  side  of  the  picture  was  not  without  its  charms.  But  1  was  peiH 
nileaa,  and  among  strangera ;  in  the  language  of  Dr.  Watts, 

**  Alike  uttkiMWiiis  and  imknown 

mawf  idles  from  my  paternal  home ;  loiigiag«  yet  dreading  to  meet 

my  father,  without  even  a  rhano^e  of  Ifnen,  or  the  means  of  procuring 
Mich  a  liixtif}-.  This  side  of  the  picture  was  shaded  in  gloom,  and  I 
hesitated  wliat  course  to  pursue.  As  a  prompt  decision,  liowever,  was 
indispensably  necessary,  I  made  up  my  mind  to  go  home,  and  started 
for  Siontngton  on  foot,  trosting  to  ehanee  and  charity  for  food  and 
Mginf  on  the  road*  and  to  parental  aflfeciion  for  a  pardom  and  cordial 
reception  at  the  termination  of  my  jomney.  One  of  my  comrades  only 
H''<ompnnied  me;  and  though  his  poflxcfs  wore  lisrht  a?  my  own,  yet 
•*  niisrry  loves  company,"  and  our  conversation  tcjidcd  to  Wr^uile  the 
tediousiiess  of  the  way.  So  we  journeyed  on  logeiiier,  being  somc- 
timea  recMved  and  enteitainad  with  warm  hospitality  and  kimkess,  at 
other  times  treated  with  chnriiah  indiflierenoe,  or  repulsed  with  onfeeling 
rudeness. 

When  we  iiad  arrived  at  a  place  within  about  fifteen  miles  of  Sto- 
nintjton,  my  companion  found  a  friend  from  whom  hehorrowcil  a  horse, 
and  rode  on  before  me  to  my  father's  home,  to  communicate  the  intel- 
ligence that  Ids  son  was  on  tiie  road,  and  tiius  prepare  him  and  the 
family  for  the  approaching  meeting.  From  the  departure  of  ray 
messenger  imtil  the  first  interview  with  my  father,  my  feelings  may 
mora  easSy  be  conceived  than  described. 

On  hearing  that  his  "  lost  son  wss  found,*'  and  returning:,  like  the 
repentant  prodigal  to  seek  a  reconciliation  with  his  father,  parental 
alleciion  triumphed  over  every  other  feeling.  ♦*  And  while  he  w  as  yet  a 
j^rcat  way  olT,  his  father  saw  him,  and  had  compassion,  and  ran,  and 
Mi  on  his  necky  and  kissed  htm."  This  was  almost  literally  the  ease 
with  me.  On  hearing  the  report  of  the  messenger,  my  fother  instantly 
ordered  a  carriage,  and  rode  out  of  town  to  meet  me.  I  shall  not 
a'tempt  to  describe  the  ](mjr  desiretl,  long  dreaded  interview.  It  took 
])lace  on  the  ro;n!,  and  ir^nlted  in  the  miituul  iti-taftion  of  both 
parlies.  His  hcari  was  overdo wmg  with  tcudcrne'ss  and  forgiveness; 
mine  with  gratitude  and  affection.  Tlie  mcetmg  with  my  mother, 
sisterst  and  brothers  was  equally  affecting.  The  best  robe^  was  put 
upon  me,  "  and  shoes  npon  my  feet.*^  Tlie  fatted  calf  was  killed,** 
and  we  did  all  eat,  and  were  mefry.** 
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When  a  state  of  comparative  calmnpss  ^ind  succeeded  to  this  exial6* 
nent,  mv  father  addressed  nic,  nearly  in  the  following  words  : 

**  My  son,"  said  he,  "  you  have  my  forgiveness  for  the  pa&t,  and 
albo  my  coaseiu  to  pursue  the  bent  of  your  mcliuations,  if  you  are 
«tiU  detenmaed  to  follow  the  sea  for  « livelihood.  But  as  it  is  necM- 
auy  for  yoo  to  have  education,  I  wish  you  to  stop  on  shore  until  you 
can  acquire  it  j  for  I  shall  then  be  satisfied  that  you  will  be  capable 
of  reacluTTj  nn  ♦•lovate<l  rank  in  the  profession,  and  of  becoming  an 
honour  to  the  society  of  slnp-mnsiers.  I  know  that  you  possess  as 
much  ambition  as  any  lad  of  yuia  u>^c  m  tlie  country,  and  are  capable 
of  beooming  whatever  you  please,  if  you  are  caiefiil  to  atoro  your 
mind  with  usefiil  knowledge.  You  have  now  health,  strengiht  courage, 
and  quick  discernment.   All  that  is  wanting  to  ensure  your  tneoess  b 

n  suitable  educntit>!i :  and  tlmt  von  mnxt  have." 

Though  1  forcibly  felt  and  readily  acknowltulupd  thp  iruih  and  jus- 
tice of  these  remarks,  the  ^ipirit-stirring'"  iuliucncc  of  the  tunes  would 
not  allow  me  to  profit  by  them.  My  country  was  engaged  in  an 
nrduous  struggle  with  a  powerful  enemy ;  my  counirvmen  were  in 
arms — a  daring  foe  hovered  on  the  coast,  and  oor  gallant  tars  were 
reaping  a  han'cst  of  glory  on  the  oee;i!i.  Durinjj  my  imfniiunate  cap- 
tivity, three  of  the  enemy V  first-r  iir  limales  Ir.ul  been  captured,  by 
iliosc  '  American  cock-boat.s,  wnh  a  piece  of  striped  bunting  at  their 
ma^t-iiead,"  winch  were  to  have  been  swept  from  the  ocean  in  half 
that  time.*  The  gallant  Huli  had  conquered  and  sunk  the  boastiqg 
Otterriere,*in  thirty  minutes.  Decatur  had  captured  the  Macedonian* 
nder  an  obstinate  action,  and  brought  her  safely  into  Ncw-YoH(  through 
liOng  Island  Sound.  Bainbridge  had  captnrofi  and  destroyed  the 
Java.  Porter  of  the  Essex  had  eaptnrrd  the  sloop-of-w^ar  Alert,  in 
eight  ininutes,  without  the  loss  ot  a  man.  Jones  of  tiie  Wasp  had 
captured  the  Frolic  of  22  guns,  in  forty4hree  minutes ;  and  Lawrence 
of  the  Hornet  had  captured  ^e  Peacock,  of  18  gims,  in  fifteen  min* 
utes.  All  these  victories  had^been  achievetl  in  the  short  space  of  six 
raontlis,  from  the  19th  of  Aug^ist,  1812,  to  the  24th  of  Februar}',  1813 ! 

How  could  I  liear  of  lliese  glorious  events — how  read  of  the  hon- 
ours conferred  upon  the  victors — how  listen  to  the  shouts  of  triumph, 
and  iritneas  the  splendid  illuminaiions  lighted  up  in  honotur  of  tlioeo 
heroest  without  resolving  to  seek  the  first  opportunity  to  share  in  their 
dangers  and  their  ^oiy  t  even  the  common  nilors  attached  to  our  \  i  - 
torious  ships  were  treated  on  shore  like  heroes  and  conquerors.  Pub- 
lie  dinners  were  provided  for  them  at  the  most  mn«niiricent  hotels  of 
our  principal  cities;  while  splendid  and  <  xpensive  draaialic  spec- 
u<!les  were  produced  at  the  theatres  expressly  for  their  amusement. 
With  such  a  luxuriant  field  of  lanrds  before  me,  could  I  cafanly  look 
on,  and  see  others  reap  all  the  harvest  ?  Could  I,  in  short,  waste  days» 
and  weeks,  and  months  in  a  village  school,  while  otlier  lads  of  my  age, 
among  whom  were  sevcr:il  of  my  own  acquaintances,  were  gaining 

wealth  and  rniovvn  upon  liie  o<*c;iti  * 

My  resoiutioH  was  soon  taken,    'k'he  piivatecr  Joel  itarlow,  a 
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schooner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  tons,  pierred  for  fourteen  Cfims. 
Has  iieari)  ready  lur  sea ;  and  I  succeeded  in  obiaining  the  statiou  ol 
quarter-master  on  board  of  her,  under  Captain  Buchanan.  We  set  sail 
with  bright  hopes  and  high  anticipations,  aQ  of  which  were  destined 
to  terminate  in  cfiid  disappoloUDent ;  our  cruise  being  totally  barren 
of  incident,  danger,  or  emolument. 

We  finally  put  into  Charleston,  S.  C,  where  our  little  privateer  was 
converted  iiiUj  a  leltcr-uf-marquc,  and  laden  with  cotton  for  France. 
Two  nine-puuuders  were  all  the  guns  we  retained,  with  eighteen  men 
besides  omcen.  We  weighed  anchor  at  daybreak  on  the  28th  of  May, 
1813,  and  left  the  port  of  Charleston  in  company  with  the  privateer 
schooner  General  Armsttong«  of  eighteen  guns,  afterward  distinguished 
for  the  g^allant  and  fl^pfrnto  d*»fcncc  she  made  against  an  overwhelming 
force,  ill  Faya!  lio  uls.  She  was  now  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Champlm ;  wiio,  a  icvv  weeks  before,  had  sustained  an  action  with  her 
ngainst  an  English  twenty-four  gun  frigate,  for  forty-five  miauics  wuiiia 
Distol  shot;  and  finally  succeeded  in  escaping,  w^  the  loaa  of  aix 
klUcd  and  sixteen  wounded. 

The  General  Armstrong,  being  light  and  well  coppered,  soon  left 
us  behind,  and  we  saw  her  no  more.  We  had  five  passcngrrs  on 
board  the  Joel  Barlow,  bound  for  Bordeaux  ;  viz.  a  young  Freni  hinau 
of  about  twenty -five  years  of  age,  said  to  be  partially  msaiie  \  wah  ius 
jnoUier,  and  another  French  la^:  also,  two  American  gentlemen, 
one  of  whom  was  Major  M.  M*  Noah,  of  New* York,  who  had  been 
recently  appointed  consul  to  Tunis. 

About  the  middle  of  June  (I  krpt  no  journal  at  this  time),  wc  fell  in 
with  a  fleet  of  Enghsh  i^irrrhanlmen,  steering  a  south-easterly  course  ; 
and  our  captain  proposed  making  love  to  one  of  them ;  not  doubting 
that  our  waitlfce  appearance  woiA  indoco  an  Instant  surrender.  We 
nccoidingly  gave  chase,  and  came  verr  near  catching  a  tartar;  for  as 
we  neared  our  intended  prize,  she  wdieafy  shortened  sail,  displayed  a 
flag  and  pendant,  hauled  up  her  courses,  and  exhibited  a  row  of  teeth 
too  formidahlo  for  our  present  purpose.  In  short,  it  was  the  guardian 
dog  of  tlie  iloek — an  English  gun-hri<T  convoying  the  fleet.  The  cap- 
tain saw  \m  error  in  time,  appeared  satisfied  with  the  discovery,  and 
we  resumed  our  former  course. 

Our  passage  was  considerably  retarded  and  piotracied  by  calms ; 
so  that  thiity-four  days  had  elapsed  before  we  obtained  a  sight  of  the 
French  coast.  On  the  r^d  of  July,  in  the  afternoon,  within  about 
fifty  miles  of  Cordovan  lighthouse,  wc  fell  in  with  an  English  ^m-brig 
on  the  lee  bow,  and  a  sixteen  gun  cutter  on  tlie  lee  quarter.  vVe  im- 
mediately commenced  pi^  iug  to  windward,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  es- 
caping our  enomiea ;  at  it  waa  evideoi,  after  an  hooi^a  trial,  that  they 
din  not  gain  upon  us,  and  the  captain  wia  only  waiting  for  night  to 
change  our  course.  At  sunset,  however,  we  discovered  to  our  astorv 
ishment  nn  English  friw.ite  to  windward,  runninir  down  directly  on 
our  beam,  itii  topmast,  top-gallant,  and  royal  steering  sails  set. 
•  Elscape  was  now  impossible.  She  soon  ran  her  jib4)Oom  over  otu: 
ooarter,  and  ordered  us  to  haul  down  oursaiband  colours.  We  were 
OMii  hoaidad  by  a  laamoHaBiy  nidihipmam  and  aefoial  mm  from  tho 
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fiigate,  wilo  iBftnoed  Vi  that  iht ««  e«Be4  llM  Briu^ 

Sir  Thomas  fltiinnir,  and  ordered  w  oil  to  repair  on  board  of  her,  bag 

and  baggage.    We  obeyed  with  all  reasonable  nlarrity,  nlthoi)!;h  it 

was  late  in  the  evening  before  every  thing  was  jnojn  rly  unun^rcd  and 
settled.  It  was  a  beautiful  mooniight  night;  and  1  will  not  deny  that 
m  I  gazed  at  the  silver  orb,  1  silently  wished  royseli'  ai  Stoniugion. 
But  regrett  wwe  now  hbcIm. 

As  flooD  as  we  were  safely  stowad  batween  decks,  thanaster-at-anna 
oidarad  a  aantiy  to  be  placad  o?er  vs.  On  the  followtng  morning,  how- 
rver,  as  the  captain  wag  examining  the  ^htp,  seeing  .us  unt^er  ?iiard, 
lie  nllcd  to  the  master'at-anna,  aiid  demauded  why  the  manues  were 
placed  over  the  Americans.  t 
Let  them  go  about  their  business,**  said  he ;  and  then,  ttnnmg  t0 
the  Keutemuit, lie  added,  *let  these  American  ura  be  pal  «  laessea 
among  the  8hip*8  company ;  and  as  this  happens  to  be  the  4th  day 
of  July,  a  day  which  they  always  celebrate  in  their  proud  and  happy 
country,  tel!  my  steward  to  give  them  six  boitlr*?  of  spirits  from  my 
own  private  stores,  that  ihey  may  drjnk  to  the  raeinory  of  the  immor- 
tal Washington,  tiie  iaLUer  oi  his  country."  ' 

It  is  pomps  mneeaBaaiy  to  say  that  we  ehearfully  profited  bf  dna 
mezpeeted  indnlgeiiee  ma  a  raagnamroons  enemy;  and  onmd  ia 
celebimting  the  amureraaty  of  our  country*s  mdepeudence  on  board 
of  an  enemy's  ship  of  war.  nnd  under  the  flag  of  the  same  power  that 
had  so  olien  n'jsailed  our  country's  rights. 

On  the  ioilowuig  day,  our  schooner,  the  Joel  Barlow,  was  scut  to 
England  as  a  prize,  in  charge  of  a  lieutenant,  midshipman,  and  ten 
men.  Oar  ^iV^  weoA  m  her,  bot  die  rest  of  ns  remamed  on  boaid 
the  Sfiton.  'The  same  day  our  French  passengers  were  disposed  of 
by  putting  them  on  board  a  little  French  fishing-smack  out  of  Rochellc ; 
although  much  against  the  inclinaiionK  of  the  fLshcrracn,  who  begged 
hard  to  be  excuscfJ,  -ah  they  were  sure  of  being  impnsoncd  for  the  ser- 
vice the  momciu  tiicy  Unded.  All  their  entreaties,  however,  were  un- 
arailing.  They  were  compelled  to  obey,  and  the  oM  lady  and  hir 
son,  aecompanied  by  the  other  FVeneh  lady,  were  received  on  board 
the  smack,  and  we  saw  them  no  more. 

Major  Noah,  the  Tunisian  consul,  and  his  friend,  were  treated  with 
the  greatest  civility  by  Captain  StaincH  and  liis  ofTicers ;  and  al.so  hy 
Admiral  Duncan,  whom  they  visited  by  invitation,  on  hoard  the  Ihdwark 
seventy-four,  as  soon  as  we  reached  Basque  Kuuds,  where  a  British 
sqnadron  was  at  anehor,  watehing  the  motion  of  the  FVeach,  and  pidc- 
ing  up  adventurers  like  ourselres.  The  eonsnl  was  afterward  trans- 
ferred to  the  Rippon  seventy-foto-,  and  finally  sent  to  Englaud,  in  the 
G'oMfinrh  brig.  From  thence  he  proceeded  on  his  mission  to  Tunis, 
hv       way  of  Spain. 

A  diiferent  destiny  awaited  myself  and  comrades.  We  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  Saltan  sevenq^-four ;  fiom  dienee  to  the  darenee  sem^« 
four;  m  whieh  we  were  conveyed  to  Plymoath,  and  pat  on  boaid  a 
prison-ship,  where  we  lemamca  about  one  nonthy  and  were  ten  taken 
to  Davtmoor  Prison.* 

'  ThM  prison  la  kHntted  «q  uiatMMiv*  moor,  Uiroufb  which  flow*  Uic  river  Dart ;  hooM  Oi 
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la  th»  dntiy  abode  w«  £Mmd  above  eighi  thoasand  Frenchmen,  and.  * 
thoai  bftlf  that  mMnbar  of  Amoricana,  aU  priMinera  of  war.  Hen  wo^ 
jwoeived  eray  indidgtBee  that  cotUd  be  expected  mder  such  ciieuni-^ 
staBees ;  and  though  we  had  no  more  than  the  customaiy  prisoner's 
allowance^  of  food,  what  we  liad  was  ^ood  and  wholesome.  We  en- 
joyed the  privilege  of  an  excellent  market,  at  the  regular  prices  of  the 
country,  where  every  thing  oflercd  for  sale  waa  obUged  to  be  of  the 
beet  kuuL  No  impoeitMin  was  allowed  to  be  practised  oa  the  pnsonezs 
hj  ihefiBgtisb  fiurmeiB.  We  had  our  own  emks,  and  our  ewn  oiifsee 
in  Cbe  lioephal ;  and  the  doctor  was  one  of  the  best  and  most  hiunane 
of  men.  His  name  was  M*Graw,  and  he  was  justly  beloved  and  re- 
spected by  every  American  in  Dartmoor  prison.  We  had  tlie  hberty 
of  a  large  yard  from  daylight  until  dark ;  and  a  certain  number  of 
the  priiK>ner8  were  each  day  permitted  to  go  outside  the  walls  to  work, 
ibr  wbidi  ihev  were  v^gulsriy  paid  by  the  captain  of  the  posan. 
IFiihk  dte  walls  wa  aomsed  otueelveB  with  sohoolSft  dramatic  per- 
'  formaac^  sad  a  trariety  of  games  and  plays.  In  feelg  I  cannot  con- 
scientiously accuse  the  British  of  any  inhn inanity  towards  the  Ameri- 
can prisoiiprs  rhiring  all  my  detention  of  thirty-one  months  iuSt.  John*s 
and  at  Darunoor,  excepting  the  atrocious  massacre  at  the  latter  place 
in  April,  1815,  aiier  the  peace.  The  liislory  of  tiiis  afikir  is  ikmiliar 
to  eveiy  reader.  The  American  prisonecs  were  filed  upon,  by  order 
«f  the  jnfiunous  Ci^  SbortlaDd,  when  eigfit  were  ld]led«  and  thii^* 
eeven  wounded! 

More  than  seventeen  years  Iiave  passed  away  since  that  horrit! 
event  occurred,  and  liie  vital  current,  of  course,  Hows  more  Ccilnily 
through  my  veins  ;  it  is  also  not  always  right  to  probe  a  healing  \\  ouud  : 
yet  I  cannot,  at  this  moment,  refer  to  the  affair  without  experiencing 
an  unpleasant  glow  of  indi^natioii  which  it  is  difficult  to  suppress.  It 
is  the  feeling  of  aminatoned  injury  rankling  in  my  bosom.  Had  I 
been  one  of  Uie  wounded,  I  could  not  be  moie  sensitive  cm  the  subject. 
I  feel  it  as  an  American.  It  is-  trne  th:it  some  sort  of  ;in  investigation 
took  place — a  kind  of  mock  trial ;  but  it  resuhed  in  nothing  satisfac- 
tory to  the  friends  of  the  deceased,  or  the"  surviving  wouiulrd  invalids, 
■the  most  of  whom  will  bear  tlie  marks  of  their  wrongs  to  liie  grav  e. 

Whf  was  not  satislaotioit  demanded  for  this  bintd  ootnige  T  The* 
Immblest  American  eitiaen  is  as  much  entided  to  the  protection  of  hia 
government  as  the  most  elevated.  Surely  they  who  fight  the  battles 
of  their  countT)%  and  stand  ready  to  shed  their  blood  freely  as  water 
to  toustai/i  her  honour  and  her  rights,  ought  not  to  be  wantonly 
maltreated  without  receiviog  some  adequate  atonement  irom  th^ 

Aboni  die  1st  of  Bfsy,  IBtS,  the  joyful  assnranoe  of  our  imaMdiaie 
jroloaas  wtt  received  in  Dartmoor  priaoBv  and  a  few  dajrs  sftetwaid 

we  were  marched  to  Pljrmouth,  where  we  embarked  for  the  land  of 
liberty,  our  countn%  and  our  homes.  In  tlie  latter  part  of  .Tune  I  nnec  ' 
more  stepped  upon  American  ground,  wuii  a  heart  lull  of  gratitude  to 
our  heavenly  Father  for  having  again  redeemed  rae  from  captivi^« 
supported  tud  through  numerous  dangers  and  difficulties,  and  finally 
nsiorod  asaiote  lind^f  vfiiBtlvlqriii  aafeijriaAkMM. 
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landed  at  Bostou^and  I  lost  no  time  in  hastening  to  Stonington,  ^vhcre 
1  had  the  additioiiai  satisfiiction  of  finding  my  parents  and  aU  the  lamily 
in  periMt  health.  It  wis  a  joyful  meeting,  after  an  sbseiice  of  worn 
Aaatwoyemn*  I 

•  As  onr  country  was  now  at  peace,  and  my  love  of  hardy  enterprise 
not  yet  satisfied,  I  soon  bpgan  to  look  abotit  for  some  active  and  inanly 
employment,  congenial  wiiii  my  roving  propensities.  I  therefore,  after 
taking  an  aflectionate  leave  oi  my  li  lends,  repaired  lo  New-York,  where 
I  Ml  in  with  my  old  Inend  Cafitaia  Caitwright,  who  now  commanded 
the  ship  New-Yoik  Packet,  and  was  botmd  to  Boideeox.  Wishing 
to  see  a  little  of  France,  1  did  not  hesitate  to  ship  myself  on  hoaid  his 
vessel,  wliirfi  shortly  proceeded  on  her  voyage. 

In  about  three  inonllis  we  returned  to  New-York,  wh^e  intelligence 
of  tiie  liioist  distressinjT  nature  awaited  nie.  Durinfr  my  absence,  four 
of  our  family  had  periblied  in  the  most  drcadlul  manner — namely,  my 
mother,  my  grandmother,  my  sister,  and  nnr  conttn.  This  afflicting 
dispensation  happened  m  the  great  sale  of  September  28,  ISlff. 

This  was  the  most  tremendous  and  disastrous  tornado  ever  witnessed 
in  the  United  States,    h  commenced     about  four  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing.   At  nine  it  tilew  a  fresh  gale  Ironi  the  east,  with  some  ruin.  By 
twelve  the  wmd  was  south-east,  and  had  increased  to  a  perfect  hurri- 
cane.   It  drove  the  water  into  Providence  River  to  the  height  of  twelve 
limt  above  ks  vsnal  liig|»>water  mark,  destroying  moeh  property  and 
many  lives.   But  at  Stonington,  the  home  of  my  parents,  sisters,  and 
brothers,  the  effects  of  this  gale  were  most  disastrously  exhUnled,  and 
most  severely  feh.    At  ten  o'clock,  A.  iVf.  the  tide  had  risen  so  as  to 
sweep  all  the  wharves.    A  vast  nujiiljer  ol  &iorcs  and  houses  were  de- 
molished, blown  to  pieces,  and  washed  away  by  tlie  sea — and  niv 
Ikthei's  honso  among  the  rest.*  Business  had  called  hnn  away  frota 
liis  family  at  an  earljr  honr  in  the  morning ;  and  when  the  danger  be- 
gan to  be  alarming,  the  water  had  risen  to  such  a  height  that  Jir  coM 
not  return  !    He  liad  advanced  so  far  as  to  he  in  full  view  of  his  house  ; 
but  an  impassable  irulf  prevented  his  Dr  uer  approach.    The  house 
vas  now  surrounded  and  more  than  Imll  jlllcd  by  the  uimatural  deliicre, 
die  sniheeof  which  was  covered  wak  iloatin^  timbers,  planks,  a"id 
other  evidences  of  its  ravages.   iTm  family  had  retreated  to  the  rooi. 
3Iany  attempts  had  been  made  to  cross  the  raging  whirlpool  in  boats, 
^\\\\\  ilic  vain  hope  of  rescuing  the  ill-fated  sufieren  from  tlicir  in> 
pcndmg  destiny.    My  father  ni-^bed  forward  to  succour  the  helpless 
Victims,  with  a  desperation  bordering  on  phrcnsy;  but  was  forcibly 
restrained  by  his  more  considerate  or  less  excited  friends.  There 
ntood  the  distracted  husband  and  fether,  siirnmnded  by  his>  ncigiiboura, 
gazing  on  the  lient-a|H>alling  scene,  nnaUe  to  aflbrd  relief  1   He  saw 
the  beings  who  were  dearer  to  him  than  life,  clinging  to  the  dumnay 
of  thdi  li  ibitation  for  snpport,  and  shrieking  for  assistance  which* 
Heaven  alon^  "nuld  give.    He  saw  them,  one  by  one,  torn  from  their 

*  *  {less  element !   He  saw  them  perish,  and  coukt  afford 

WMitaBd  ifT  av  ftitar  as  tUs  Miloa  WM  MBridmbte. 
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^  This  was  dreadful  news  to  me ;  but  our  domesiic  calamiiies  did  not 
temixute  here.  In  about  aiac  monihs  afterwaid,  wo  were  eiSed  t» 
noom  th»  loss  of  two  mora  of  the  family — two  bvotheciiwlio  aleo  met 
a  watery  death.    It  wat  now  feared  by  all  that  mj  ilMber  woeld  aiak 

under  the  weight  of  thh  nrcumulated  affliction,  ana  !o«^e  his  reason,  if 
not  his  life.  But  we  were  spared  such  an  addition  to  our  present 
troiiMes.  Summoning  to  his  aid  a  manly  philosophy,  combined  with 
a  yiQ\xs  resignation  to  the  will  of  ProTidence,  he  bore  up  against  the 
load  of  sorrow  wiifa  a  fonicode  ind  oalmnese  beyond  our  expectations* 
'  In  the  height  of  these  calamitieay  one  person  only  proffered  uaist- 
anee  of  a  more  substantial  nature  than  mere  unavailing  expressions 
of  sympathy.  This  noble  and  disinterested  friend  was  no  other  than 
fc^'ilus  E.  Burrows,  Esq  ,  who  stepped  forward  like  a  man — nay,  like 
An  ;uigel  of  mercy — and  took  under  his  protection  my  two  little  mother* 
les&  tsistecB,  to  whom  be  has  shown  every  mark  of  tenderness  and 
sdfeetMm  that  it  ie  possible  even  ibr  a  Iboid  ibther  to  evinoe  for  hie 
dearest  ebUd.  May  the  choicest  Uotnnga  in  the  gift  of  a  bountifid 
Providence  be  showered  upon  him  and  his.  But  this  was  no  solitaiy 
instance  of  this  good  man's  brnevolence.  His  general  character  in. 
above  tlie  reach  of  my  feeble  panegyric;  ihousauds  are  living  who. 
will  readily  bear  testimony  to  his  worth  as  a  citizen,  and  his  virtues 
as  a  man. 

*  In  the  mean  time  niy  ruling  passioii  was  as  resilese  as  ever,  pointing 
to  new  sceneSf  in  the  most  remote  sections  of  the  globe.  I  obeyed 
^  impulsei  mid  visited  several  parts  of  the  eastern  world  in  rapid 
succession.  Maik^is,  Calcutta,  Batnvia,  Canton,  Bengal,  and  New- 
Holland.  These  voyai^f's  I  perlorined  in  dilVerent  ships,  before  the 
mastf — the  only  scliooi  m  which  good  seamansliip  can  be  successfully 
and  praetieally  taught  or  learned* 
During  all  this  period,  however,  I  was  justly  oonsidered  a  verf 
wild  youth."  How  long  I  should  have  continued  in  Uiis  tboaghtlesa 
career  of  folly  it  is  not  easy  to  determine,  had  not  Divine  Providence 
raised  up  for  me  a  faithful  friend  and  adviser  in  the  pcr^^on  of  Captaiir 
Josiah  Macy,  master  of  the  ship  Edward  of  New- York,  belongmg  to 
Samuel  Hicks  and  iiiimicii.  Ua  a  voyage  to  Calcutta,  tins  worthy 
nan,  who  b  apattem  for  all  ship-masters,  took  me  from  before  the  mast, 
and  by  his  watehfolness  and  fatherly  adviee  directed  my  attention  to 
more  manly  and  nsefid  pursuits ;  nor  did  he  remit  his  goardian  care 
until  he  saw  me  muster  of  a  ship. 

'    Tims  wns  I     cried  from  xhc  path  of  indiscretion,  ^vhicli  too  often 
conduct**  to  riiiii,  by  the  unsolicited  friendsfiip  and  Itoiicvoleiit  leLlinga 
of  an  entire  stranger,  who  long  acted  towards  me  the  part  oi  a'parent 
and  a  tutor ;  labouring  incessantly  to  supply  the  glaring  defects  of  my . 
edueation  (or,  more  properly,  my  want  of  odneation),  and  to  eradicate-' 
from  my  mind  the  seeds  of  folly,  and  plant  in  their  stead  the  swmIs  of  j 
'  useful  knowledge ;  and  finally,  putting  me  forward  in  the  world  as  a 
man  of  business,  and  thus  securing  me  an  honourable  rank  among  my 
fellow-citizens.    Heaven  irrant  that  I  may  feel  properly  gralelul  far^ 
such  inestimable  lavour:^.        an  evidence  that  I  profited  by  them«  the . 

vear  1819  saw  my  name  emoiled  m  ihM  hmwnraUe  list  of  manied 
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Mil  IiInII  not  trouble  the  reader  with  my**  whole  course  of 

wooing    n  rooord  of  the  result  is  sufficient  for  mv  preHrnt  purpose. 

Having!  lu  lid  much  oi'  the  South  Shetland  liiiands,  and  iho  stirring 
incideiiii^  ol  a  scaling  voyage  in  the  South  Seas,  I  felt  a  strong  desire 
to  become  a  partaker  iu  the  labours  and  profits  of  such  an  enleiprise. 
Juooordingly  m  the  menth  of  lime,  1821, 1  aeeepled  the  oiBce  or  lint 
ttaiooiiboHrd  thr  si  lioouer  Wasp,  belonging toJaffiCS  Bycrs,  IVTIntire, 
Nisaon,  and  B.  W.  Ho<;ers  of  N cw- York,  and  comniaiided  by  Captain 
Robert  Johnson.  My  brother  also  wrnt  out  in  the  same  vessel,  as 
second  mate.  We  had  a  fine  p?i.s<,;ige  (o  ilie  Falkland  Islands, 
where  wc  foimd  the  brig  Aurora  ou  shore  ai  Isew-Island,  in  Shallop 
Cove.  Afier  a  short  stay  here,  started  for  Staten  Land,  where  we 
came  to  mcfaor  on  the  I5th  of  September,  in  East  HailNMir.* 

I  BOW  took  my  brother,  with  the  two  boats  well  manned,  and  started 
on  a  cruise  around  the  islan  i  in  search  of  fur  e^.  But  this  day^s 
cnii-^e  had  wcllnlgh  proved  aiy  last ;  for  in  H'lfmptinj?  to  land,  xvith 
two  of  my  boat's  crew,  an  accident  hajjpencd  wlncli  ihrcatf  ii' d 
fatal  consequences  both  to  them  aud  myself.  An  a  heaxy  swell  was 
voUiiig  into  the  shore,  I  ordered  the  two  man  lo  land  beim  m9»  eon- 
£dem  that  I  could  gain  the  top  of  tho  rock  before  the  next  xoUer 
came  m.  But  here  I  unfortunately  orcnaled  my  own  agility,  and 
miscalculated  the  velocity  of  the  saucy  billow,'*  for  before  either 
of  us  could  obtain  a  good  foothold,  a  very  hon\y  roller,  full  fifteen 
feet  in  )ipiLdit,  eaine  swiftly  in,  and  •-nept  aii  linee  of  us  olV  the  rock. 
Beiii^  iii  liic  rear  of  my  men,  it  feU  uck  mc  with  mucli  greater  violence 
ttal  it  did  tbem,  plunging  mo  downwaids  wkh  great  veloei^.  I 
fltnigi^  manfiilly  witb  the  gigantic  assailaiM,  bot  befiuo  I  coiddeloBr 
myself  tmn  tho  foAp  and  nmkrtow,  and  rise  again  to  the  smface,  I 
had  become  so  completely  s^tranolcd  with  water  that  it  was  oaolets  to 
close  my  mouth,  as  no  more  could  enter  it. 

,  Diving  all  thi^  i^trugglc  my  presence  of  mind  did  not  oiwc  forsake 
me.  My  thoughts  fiew  like  lightning  over  the  actions  of  my  paai 
life;  indaad»  the  rapidity  with  which  I  recaliod  ereiy  single  transae* 
tion  of  depaited  years  is  truly  incredible.  I  miewod  tlie  whole,  but 
Mong  a  mass  of  youthful  lollies  I  beheld  no  crime  for  which  1  oeuld 
•condemTi  myself.  Nothing  tronbled  me  but  the  idea  of  leaving  my 
little  family  so  poorly  provided  for, and  esqposed  to  the  insults  and  impo- 
sitions of  an  luifeeliiig  world. 

Perceiving  that  my  strength  was  wastiug  very  rapidly,  I  made  a 
^Mtpewne  e&rt  to  awim  off  skon  to  njr  boot,  wiiieli  I  saw  jost  out* 
side  of  the  braakeis,  and  near  her  the  Mai  of  my  brother,  who  was 
puUing  in,  and  adnM^^^dagme  at  tl^  same  time,  m  a  loud  but  cheer- 
ful voice,  to  keep  up  my  spirits  for  a  mimtte  or  two  ioofar,  whOB  bo 
would  he  nhle  to  re^icli  nnd  assist  me. 

'    Ail  iny  atieinpis  to  sw  iiii  off  shore  were  frustrated  by  the  heavy 
tollers,  throwing  me  back  towards  the  rocks.   I  therefore  changed 
pmpose,  laiamdaowaioltmk  tofoaehifaaahoio;  butjostasi 
teat  Mdi  tim       wlM  liiMd  It,  llm ja^^ 
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me  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  beneath  the  water.  At  length,  when  ray 
fetblr?  stni^i^^los  had  once  more  raised  me  to  the  surface,  1  found  that 
my  streiigtii  liad  entirely  left  nie  ;  and  ceasing  to  struggle,  I  pansively 
and  slowly  descended,  confident  that  I  could  nerer  come  up  agaia 
i»tliiaBt  Mmtanee^  aiid  Ming  thai  aftmr  soeh  pow«rftil  fOLmtam 
aiideoii8eqiientfiidgiie,hwa9  8WMttofeit,emiif  it  irm  fhe  fctt  of 

death  ! 

When  I  had  slowly  sunk  about  two  feet  hplow  the  surface,  in  nearly 
an  erect  posture,  with  my  face  off  shore,  and  my  eyes  open,  I  saw 
my  brother's  boat  coming  in,  on  a  very  heavy  roller;  he  appearing 
determiutd  to  save  or  perish  with  me.  As  the  boat  came  in  witli 
great  velocity,  I  saw  hini  standing  ia  the  bow,  wHh  a  coiM  Ime  in 
his  hand  imidf  to  thro'ir  to  my  asatstanco,  whidi  he  did  aa  aoM  aa  he 
eaaaa  wHlua  proper  distance,  and  inth  such  aeenracy  that  the  eoil» 
settVmt^  mnrh  faster  than  I  did,  came  directly  over  my  her^d.  Heaven 
gave  nie  strengtii  to  clencli  it  in  mv  hand,  ^^  hich  I  did  with  a  death- 
gripe,  and  in  the  next  moment  my  brotiier  had  hold  of  me. 

'*  Stcrii,  ail  he  exclaimed,  and  the  oars  were  vigorously  plied  to 
ptiU  boat  backwarda  fiom  the  breafcen ;  hot  befbre  ahe  obuld  clear 
ihm,  ahe  came  very  near  atanfing  on  end  or  pitcbpoling. 

Thna  ikr  my  senses  faithfidly  pertbimed  thehr  several  functions.  I 
conld  see,  hear,  feel,  think,  reason,  and  draw  conclusions.  But  the 
instant  I  was  raised  to  the  surface,  nnd  fell  the  breath  of  heaven  on 
my  faec,  I  knew  no  inoip,  but  lay  uisensible,  apparently  dead,  for  four 
hours ;  during  ail  wiucix  tunc  no  human  strength  could  compel  my 
lingers  to  vtlaz  their  hold  of  the  cord  which,  unaer  Pro?ldeitee«  aaved 
nie  from  a  waterj  grave. 

When  I  recorered  my  senses,  I  found  that  1  had  cascaded  a  vast 
quantity  of  salt  water,  and  felt  myself  titterly  prostrated  with,  excessive 
weakness.  Tlic  boats  were  now  pulling  for  the  schooner,  which  they 
reached  about  midnight,  the  watch  on  deck  having  called  Captain 
Johnson,  on  seeing  us  approach.  My  brother's  boat  was  the  iirst  to 
get  alongside,  when  he  brieflj  commimicated  to  the  captain  the  nature 
of  my  situadon.  The  moment  I  waa  lifted  from  the  boat  to  the  deck 
of  m  Wasp  I  fotmd  myaelf  m  the  anna  of  Captain  Johnson ;  who^ 
with  a  full  heart  nnd  overflowing  eyes,  immediatcuy  returned  thanka  to 
Ooil  for  my  tnd}  nm  irnlous  dcliveranre. 

From  Siatca  Land  we  shaped  our  course  for  the  Soiuh  biiciland 
Islands,*  and  arrived  at  Monroe^s,  after  a  pleasant  ran  of  Iblir  days, 
with  light  winda  from  the  eaat  and  noiiAi-eaat,  and  dear  weather.  In 
emiaing  aimong  AjMO  islands  we  experienced  many  dangera  and  hair- 
breadth escapes  from  the  fields  of  ice  which  frequently  surrounded  our 
little  vessel.  Our  <^ituation  at  time'=!  was  pcrnliarly  hazardous,  rhcer- 
less,  and  loneh-, — no  other  vessel  appearing  in  tliosc  seas  to  mierrupt 
the  sohtutlc  w  iiich  surrounded  us  for  sixteen  days,  although  we  were 
da3y  expecting  the  brig  Jane  Maria,  of  New^York,  belonging  to  the 
ane  eoneeni,  Ibr  wfaiefa  we  were  to  prepare  a  cargo  of  aeaHuephant 
oQ  or  blubber. 

On  the  third  dsy  after  oor  arrival  we  ei^oied  our  mff  with  as* 
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treme  difficulty  and  not  a  iatle  danj:(^r,  through  the  ice,  a?  far  to  ilio 
eastward  as  Yankee  Harbour.  Before  \vc  reached  i\m  place,  however, 
being  then  about  three  miles  from  it,  we  became  completely  enclobed 
in  me  ceatve  of  a  vaet  field  of  ice;  and  before  we  innild  feecae  the 
veeael  firom  this  unploasaiu  and  perilous  sitiuitiou  it  came  on  10  blow  a 
Biaait  gale  from  the  S.S.W.,  nearly  dead  on-shore.  In  the  course  of 
two  hours  the  violence  of  the  wind  had  raised  a  lioavv  and  (]nn<?erous 
feca,  which  paused  these  large  cakes  of  ice,  about  six  feet  in  liuciuieiis, 
to  surge  agaiuiii  liic  sciiooner  with  ularmins  force.  I'his  rendered 
our  ftituaikm  exlteaiely  eritieal ;  and  are  nade  eereial  bold  attempta 
to  firee  the  Yeaeel  tmough  the  ice  into  dear  waiei«  which  waa  now 
4my  about  three  hundred  yarde  from  us. 

Convinced,  at  length,  thai  our  ice-bound  schooner  could  not  be  made 
to  move  without  pnttinef  on  her  such  a  press  of  canvass  as  would, 
almost  to  a  certainty,  carry  away  her  masts,  as  the  gale  was  increasing 
every  moment,  Captain  Johnson  ordered  the  sails  to  be  taken  in,  and 
the  boate  to  be  prepared  with  pio?iaioiia»  fluieketa»  aflimunition,  and 
fu-cworkiy — in  oraer  thai  we  tnigfat  hanl  them  to  the  ahora  orer  the 
ice,  in  case  of  the  last  extremity, — as  there  was  every  prospect  of  the 
schooner's  going  to  pieces  if  she  continiied  mtirh  longer  in  her  present 
tlangerous  situation.  But  by  the  lune  the  boats  were  in  readiness  the 
crew  had  become  completely  disheartened, — the  miidci»t  prospect  be- 
fore them  being  that  of  perishing  with  the  eold  on  the  iee,  if  they 
escaped  a  watery  grave  1 

At  thia  juncture  of  aflairs  Captain  Johnson,  mysd^  and  brother 
Ikeld  a  consultation,  whi(^!i  resulted  in  a  detennination  to  force  the  ves- 
sel through  the  ice,  at  the  hazard  of  hei  masts.  Should  we  remain 
much  longer  wlicre  we  were,  our  fate  was  inevitable ;  and  we  could  but 
peribh  at  last,  if  the  mai>ts  went  by  the  board.  It  was  a  desperate 
alternative ;  but  poesibly  it  might  prove  auccesafiiL  Captain  J0I111BO& 
gave  the  word,  and  I  sprang  forward  to  see  it  executed. 

All  hands,  ahoy !  to  make  sail  I  exclaimed,  and  the  crew  were 
instantly  in  readiness.  "My  brave  lads,"  T  eoniinued,  "you  all  ^oe 
OUT  danger,  and  must  exert  yoursclvt*.-^  10  escape  it.  Active  obedience 
<iud  manly  presence  oi  mind  can  now  alone  save  us.  I  know  you  too 
well  to  doubt  your  akiU  and  courage.  Cheer  up,  my  hearties,  and  ex- 
ert  yourselvea  like  men  in  making  sail  to  aave  the  veeael  and  yonr 
lirea.  Let  us  give  the  little  Wasp  all  her  canvass,  and  she  will  either 
curry  us  safely  oiit  of  thia  peribos  aitiiatioii»  or  lose  her  linibs  in  the 

attempt.** 

This  brief  exhortation  liad  the  desired  ellecl.  Every  man  sj>ranc[ 
lo  his  duty  with  renovaied  cliccriulness  and  alacrity  f  and  in  a  lew 
nunutes  all  the  heavy  eanvasa  in  the  vessel  waa  apread  to  the  gale. 
Snch  is  the  salutary  inflnenee  of  a  little  aeasonable  exciteBient  on 
desponding  minds. 

Our  little  bark  vainly  struggled  for  about  fifteen  minutes,  the 
masts  yielding  to  the  unwonted  pressure  as  far  as  the  shrouds  and 
teckstays  would  permit*  On  the  strength  of  this  cordage  our  redemp- 
now  depended.  We  watched  her  motion  with  an  almost  breath- 
less anxiety.  At  length  we  perceived  that  ahe  began  lo  move,  at  the 
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midy  rate  of  about  twice  her  length  ia  twanty  nnQirtes.  Thb  aloir 
aovement,  however,  W9S  gradually  accelerated,  until,  in  about  twenty* 
live  minutes,  we  founfl  hf»r  approaching  the  oiitpr  rd^r  of  her  ice-bound 
prison  with  great  velocity.  It  was  now  deemed  necessary  to  shortea 
sail,  lest  her  still  iucreui^iug  speed  should  drive  some  sharp  fragment' 
of  ice  through  her  bottom.  ETery  sail  was  therefore  taken  in,  except 
iht  head  of  the  foresafl ;  hy  whieh  tiine  we  wen  ia  clear  water>  where 
we  hore  the  yessel  to  tinder  two  reefr  in  her  foresail,  which  was  now 
as  much  canvass  as  she  was  able  to  stand  under  in  such  a  gale. 

On  the  followinrr  day  the  gale  abated,  fine  weather  succeeded,  and 
the  sea  soon  becrmic  snioolh.  It  was  now  found  necessary  to  get  the 
vessel  into  a  sale  uiichoragc  as  soon  as  possible.  This  was  i&naily 
effected  by  the  discovery  of  a  new  and  commodioos  harbour,  to  which, 
ai  honour  of  our  wmthy  captain,  we  £a?e  the  name  of  Johnaon'a  Har- 
bour.  Here  we  came  to  anehor*  and  enjoyed  a  little  respite  after  enr 

late  danger  and  fatigue. 

The  next  morning  my  brother  and  myself,  eat  h  in  command  of  a 
veU-furnibhcd  whale-boat,  started  on  a  cniise  iii  seareh  of  sea-^ie- 
phants.  Our  boats  were  equipped  and  blored  wiili  every  thing  neces- 
aary  for  such  service« — such  as  provisions,  arms,  fireworics,  tent, 
After  eoaatui^  along  the  ihoie  for  aboot  thirty  ndlesio  the  weetwaid* 
we  discovert  the  ohjeeta  of  our  aetUch  on  the  beach,  in  immene* 
multitudes,  to  the  amount  of  at  least  ten  thousand.  Exulting  in  the 
prospect  of  a  successful  enterprise,  we  immediately  selected  a  con- 
venient spot  and  pitched  our  tent,  which  was  made  of  No.  1  canvass, 
and  oi  auihcieut  capacity  to  accommodate  the  crews  of  both  whale- 
hoets.  Here  we  encamped,  in  the  midst  of  our  unconscious  victims,  * 
which  were  scattered  around  us  in  numbers  more  than  sufficient  ibr 
our  present  purpose, — which  was  merely  to  mrovide  a  cargo  of  eefen 
hundred  barrels  of  oil  for  the  brig  Jane  Mariaa  of  Ilew-Ycnh«  and 
wliieh  we  cfTeefed  in  a  very  short  time. 

As  soon  as  the  IjnL''  arrived  and  look  charge  of  tlie  oil,  we  weighed 
andior  and  shaped  our  course  to  the  iionh-east,  in  search  of  fur-seals. 
TOa  unwearied  activity  was  characteristic  of  our  enterprising  aud 
.anuable  eonunander.  On  the  aooompUitoent  of  one  olgeet  he  pio- 
eeeded  to  another  without  a  moment'e  dday«  Bat  it  la  to  be  leved 
that  this  laudable  ambition  at  length  carried  him  too  far,  and  that  hiS 
has  fallen  a  victim  to  that  spirit  of  manlv  enterprise  by  which  he  was 
•  always  actuated.  He  sajkd  Irom  New- York  in  1826,  on  a  ^oyage  to 
the  Souili  Sean,  but  has  not  been  heard  of  since  he  left  the  south  cape 
ef  New-Zealand,  in  1827. 

We  atrifed  at  the  Seal  lahiidam  the  latter  part  of  November,  182It 
but  found  very  little  game  to  reward  na  for  the  tnmUe  of  eommg 
thither.  Capum  Johnaoiv  therefore,  whose  active  apirit  would  noC 
permit  him  to  linger  among  these  islands  in  idleness,  adopted  the 

resolution  of  sailing  eastward  in  search  of  new  hnds.  So  we  took 
our  boats  on  deck,  and  siccred  between  the  cast  and  ilie  south,  until 
Ae  eeeond  day  of  December,  at  one  o'clock,  when  tlie  man  at  mast* 
«»d  eheering  cry  of  "  Land,  ho !  Land,  ho  r 

Thie  pnved  to  be  aa  ialaiid,  beM»i  eaeiJlBU^eotith,  dirtaat  fiiw 
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leagues;  not  noticed  on  any  chart.  At  2  P.  >I  the  wind  had  died 
away  to  a  dead  calm.  Knowing  tliis  lo  be  a  new  discoveiy,  and 
anxiotis  to  asccitainif  there  were  any  fm  icil  on  hs  shores,  I  preniSed 
OB  Cnitain  Johnson  to  let  me  take  nnr  boat  and  visit  the  stranger* 
The  hoat  was  accordingly  lowered  and  manned,  and  at  half-past  tmk 
our  brave  lads  began  to  pull  for  the  shore,  which  was  now  about  ten 
jniles  from  us.  Our  orders  were  to  return  before  dark,  and  in  case 
of  a  breeze  springing  up,  to  look  for  the  Wasp  under  the  lee  of  the 
island.  Our  men  gave  way  with  great  spirit  and  alacrity,  cheered 
'widi  die  hope  of  fcwmgondicahoieaofoariiewdisciifeieiidMrf 
afcundance  of  diat  amphibious  game  of  wfaleh  ive  were  in  search. 

AAer  two  hours'  hard  rowing  our  boat  reached  the  beach,  and  aiQC- 
ious  to  be  the  first  man  on  shore,  I  resigned  the  steering  oar  to  one  of 
the  men,  and  sprang  into  the  bows  of  the  boat,  from  whence  I  leaped 
to  land  before  a  particle  of  sand  had  been  disturbed  by  her  keel. 
Here  were  no  inhabitants  either  to  bid  me  welcome  or  to  resent  the 
iBimsioD,  widi  the  ezeepdoii  of  some  vmoty  ses^ogs,  reposing  on 
the  beach,  and  their  tacit  hospitality  we  inhumanly  rewarded  by  des* 
pvtching  five  of  the  handsomest,  and  making  free  with  their  jackets. 

On  what  triflinor  contingencies  depend  important  events !  This 
little  adventure  proved  the  means  of  saving  our  lives  !  But  for  the 
capture  of  these  sea-<!ogs,  our  boat  and  crew,  in  all  human  probability, 
would  never  have  been  heard  of  more,  nor  would  this  humble  narra- 
tiTe  hove  ever  been  pm  to  paper !   Bot  I  will  sot  anticipate. 

We  now  proceeded  to  explore  the  beaeh  in  search  or  finvseal,  and 
.0OOn  feel  in  with  a  yearling  of  the  right  sort.  This  put  our  lads  in 
fine  spirits,  as  it  seemed  tlie  earnest  of  some  heavy  rookeries*  ahead. 
But  in  this  hope  we  were  all  sadly  disappointed  ;  for  afler  vainly 
exploring  above  ten  miles  of  the  shore,  which  aboimded  with  spots 
of  fine  beach,  and  places  suitable  for  seal  in  a  parturient  state,  we 
gave  op  the  search  m  despair,  and  prepared  to  retavn  to  oar  fmoL 

It  was  now  near  eight  o'doek,  P.  llf.«  and  tho  wind  had  eomannoBd 
blowing  a  smart  breeze  from  the  west,  attended  with  light  snow- 
squalls.  The  Wasp,  as  we  expected,  was  lying-to  on  the  leeward 
side  of  the  island,  at  the  distance  of  about  ten  miles,  bearing  E.N.E. 
by  compass.  We  immoored,  hoisted  sail,  and  steered  directly  for  the 
schooner  with  a  fair  wmd,  until  we  were  within  about  two  miles  and 
a  half  of  her,  when  a  thidt  snow-storm  set  io,  whlo  the  wind  oonthK 
ned  to  fteshen.  Wo  stfll  shaped  our  course  for  the  position  in  which 
the  Wasp  was  last  seen,  Iving-to  with  her  staibotrd  tacks  on  board, 
bearing  E.  by  N.  half  N.'  Consequently,  we  steered  E.  by  N.  for 
about  two  miles,  when  we  commenced  firui^  muskets  every  live  nuo* 
Utes,  imiil  we  judged  ourselves  to  be  near  the  schooner. 

Not  receiving  any  answer  to  our  siguai-guus,  we  turned  die  boat*s 

*  An  (Ms  nonn.  in  both  itn  anmbera,  will  frrqiientl v  occur  in  ihr  rourw  of  thii  work,  U  m»y  not  b9 
improper  in  Uu«  place  lo  axplaia  its  riieanlrvf.  Tlic  word  rof>k"u,  ^  liirh  properly  mean*  "a  nur- 
wery  of  rookn."  haa  been  apt*iied  by  all  our  South  »c«  naTigrttors  to  ihr  brrc.ling  pm  nnipmrnta  of 
Tartooa  ocamic  aniinala,  aiicti  aa  aeai,  pruKUim,  4kc.  Ii  m  ix>iiBibl«>,  howcrer,  lUai  u  may  hare 
i^a  derived  ftora  Um  verb  to  roo*,  or  tp  ruA,  whteb  aigmnrs  in  s'/uat ,  lo  bend  and  art  cloae,  lo 


rower,  Ac.  At  the  riak  «f 
U  im  andmnwd  bjr  SiiuSi  % 
IpgteOilMrjMBt.'* 
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liead  to  wiadNraidp  took  id  the  aoib,  tnd  pulled  towifdb  tb*  iilaad ;. 
mldng',  howevert  hot  little  headway.  lu  this  manner  we  pro- 
ceeded until  it  began  to  grow  dark,  which  in  this  latitude,  and  at  that 

season,  was  at  half  past  ten,  P.  M.  Af  this  time  tlie  haze  opened  a 
Imie,  so  that  we  obtained  a  sight  ol  the  schooner  beariiiM;  S.W.  by 
W.  fue  miles  to  windward,  under  a  heavy  press  of  sail,  witii  her 
larboard  tacks  on  board.  The  island  now  bore  W.  by  SL  distant 
sefeo  mSee,  as  wo  had  gained  about  two  inOoa  m-abofo* 

Tho  wind  had  now  iaeiieaaod  to  a  perfect  gale,  and  our  siliiaiku 
every  moment  became  more  and  more  critical.  Presuming  that  Cap- 
tain Johnson  did  not  see  tlie  boat,  and  findinar  that  we  were  rapidly 
losing  ground,  the  crew  became  very  much  disheartened.  The  snow- 
storm again  set  in,  thicker  than  ever ;  so  that  we  soon  lost  sight  botli 
of  huid  and  yessel.  The  gale  continued  to  increase  in  violence,  and  the 
wmfOB  m  magnitode ;  ao  that  it  waa  abnoat  kopeeaiblo  lo  keep  the  boat*a 
lieadio  die  windward.  I  now  found  it  abaolutely  necaaaavy  to  adopt 
some  other  method  to  keep  her  in  that  position  than  merely  h^^ngj*^ 
upon  onr  oars ;  for  nnless  her  head  M'as  point eti  to  the  seas,  she  would 
inevitably  fill.  To  prevent  attch  a  catastropiie,  I  fortuofttely  hit  upoa 
the  following  expedient. 

We  bent  or  fastened  one  end  of  the  boat's  warp  to  the  five  seal* 
aliiia  we  had  taken  in  the  aftenooiit  and  at  about  three  lathoaaa  dia- 
tanee  fiom  the  skina,  we  aocined  the  oata  to  the  aame  cord.  In  order 
to  prevent  the  latter  proving  too  buoyant,  we  loaded  them  with 
the  boat's  anchor,  secured  hy  what  cordage  we  could  command,  such 
as  the  halyards  and  sheets  of  onr  ^-mIh.  As  soon  as  this  rude  appa- 
raiu^s  wa^  completed,  we  commiucd  a  to  the  waves,  paymg  out  about 
twenQT  latfaoini  of  the  warp*  which  we  aecned  to  the  bow  and  stem 
thwBTta,  keeping  it  well  paraelled  in  the  chnekav  to  prevent  ita  chafing. 
Ifhen  thia  waa  all  properiy  arranged*  we  stowed  ourselves  in  \ha 
centre  of  the  boat,  and  soon  found  that  one  man  could  now  keep  her  free, 
Hv  hnling  only  half  his  time,  altfionali  the  sea  ran  excessively  heavy, 
and  ihc  gnle  blew  with  sttch  viob  iice  that  it  was  almost  mipos&ibie  to 
breathe  while  looking  to  windwani. 

Still,  however,  our  little  boat  made  very  good  weather  of  iu  The 
oil  whidi  worked  from  the  bfatbber  attached  to  the  akin  ao  amoothed 
loogh  billows  that  not  a  aea  broke  near  the  boat.  For  the  apace 
of  twenty-four  hours  we  thus  rode  by  our  floating  anchor,  in  u  tre- 
mendous gale  of  wind,  a  very  hea^y  sea,  and  a  violent  snow  storm. 
During  ihis  time  we  nuist  have  drifted  to  leeward  at  least  hfiy  uiiles, 
as  there  was  no  land  in  sight  when  the  storm  abated,  and  the  weathej 
became  clear.  Our  newly  discoverad  island  coold  have  been  eaefly 
dbcsHMjd  at  the  diiiance  of  Ibr^  ailce. 

Although  the  storm  had  abated*  onr  aitualiiNt  waa  atiQ  extremely 
perilous.  Wr>  hnr!  neither  provisions  nor  quadrant  on  board  the  boata 
in  the  liiLili  hiiiiude  of  00='  30',  and  were,  in  fact,  destitute  of  every 
thing  iiecessarv  to  extricate  onrselves  from  this  av  kwart!  predicament. 
To  ^d  to  the  diiHculiieii  <iiid  dangers  wliich  iiuiiounded  us,  the  feet« 
ears  of  the  crew  began  le  bt  fronuk  I  nowleinid  myself 
compiled  to  exercise  some  severity  towards  die  poor  ftUowa,  in  order 
iPfMfiBltWpparWiMigwilktheeeU.  Thai  tretdMiMo  and  heirid 
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drowsiness  which  is  ever  tlie  precursor  of  deaih  by  freezing  came 
^mr  tliAn  wkh  almiMl  retittiM*  force,  and  I  loww  mat  Im  who  slept 
ipoold  wake  M  AMe^  I  thaivfbieadDpitd  miymetfaedlooiiMth^ 
of  to  arooae  their  almost  domMat  iacultiea,  and  oould  only  succeed 
by  exciting  some  turbulent  pn^sion.  I  niso  compelled  them  to  dip 
iheir  hands  and  feet  info  the  water  every  few  minutes,  lo  prevent  their 
freezinci  any  more  ;  as  I,  w  ho  set  tlic  salutarj"  example,  esc.iped  the  » 
slightest  touch  of  the  irosi.  i'hc  moinem  1  felt  a  seusaiiou  of  numb- 
iMae  m  my  extiemitieay  I  ifippcd  th«  a0ected  pari  ia  the  a^  water, 
and  the  feeling  was  almost  iioBediateljr  remorcSl 

On  the  3d  of  Decembert  at  nine  oVfock,  A«  tlic  gale  subsided, 
nnd  wa«  succeeded  by  fair  weafhrr.  We  now  weifrlirt!  our  floating^ 
anchor,  the  wind  having  shifted  to  liic  soiiih,  and  again  set  sail  ia 
search  of  our  new  island.  The  c  oiir^^f  w  o  steered  was  W.S.W., 
Tanning  at  the  rale  of  five  miles  au  hour,  until  tu  o  o'clock  the  next 
nomhift  December 4th ;  when,  to  oar  tn^teakable  joy,  we  fbmd  our- 
oelTes  close  in  with  our  little  island,  which  we  had  IdH  two  days  before. 
At  four  oNslock,  A.  M.,  we  had  the  additional  pleasure  of  discovering 
the  Rfhooner  to  the  eastward,  steering  directly  for  the  island,  and  at 
half  past  six  we  were  once  more  safe  On  tlie  bright  decks  of  the  Wasp, 
where  mv  hnive  boat's  crew  received  the  cordial  embraces  of  their 
s^nnpathizmg  sliipmaies.  It  was  necessary,  however,  that  this  inter- 
chaiige  of  eongratolatkm  ahoidd  be  abridged,  as  my  men  were  nnch 
frost-bitten,  and  quite  exhausted  for  the  want  of  food  and  rest ;  the 
Ihtle  bread  we  had  on  board  the  boat  being  coaqileiely  aooked  witk 
the  salt  water. 

I  As  respects  myself,  I  was  rrrrived  by  tlie  captain  ai^d  my  brothrr 
as  one  risen  froin  the  dead.  Both  of  them  shed  tears  of  joy,  and  ler- 
vently  expressed  their  thanks  to  Heaven  for  mv  deliverance.  They 
had  dven  us  up  for  lost*  ooneloduig  it  impoeaible  that  our  Utde  boet 
could  weather  such  a  gale,  or  live  an  hour  m  such  a  sea.  Even  the 
schooner  had  suffered  considerably,  having  part  of  her  bulwark  washed 
away  M-hile  lyin<T-to  in  the  height  of  the  gale,  which  spht  one  three- 
reefed  jorcsail  and  one  balance-reefed  mainsail.  SIm  had  also  dntted 
about  ninety  miles  to  the  eastward. 

I  Captain  Johnson  had  seen  our  boat  just  as  the  suow-stoim  set  in, 
and  concluded  that  we  would  immediately  steer  ibr  Uie  land*  whidi 
was  what  we  vainly  attempted  to  do.  At  half  past  ten*  P.  M.,  wbeft 

the  snow  cleared  off  for  a  few  minutes,  he  cotdd  discover  noddng  of 
us  from  the  masthead ;  and  finding  the  f^ale  increasinq:  fo  such  an 
alarming  degree  of  violence,  attended  with  so  rou^li  a  ^cd,  he  nuturally 
concluded  that  the  boat  must  have  been  sw  amped,  and  Uiat,  as  a  neces- 
sary consequence,  all  hands  had  perished ;  as  it  aeOMd  to  himi  ho 
nid,  ••utterly  unpoosible  for  tny  boat  to  live  at  sea  i&  so  vioiem  % 
gale^  with  the  sea  imminf  so  high  as,  at  times,  alnu^t  to  buy  tfao 
schooQer.**  h  was  noUdng,  under  Providence,  but  the  soft  persuasive 
influence  of  onr  sea-dog  oil,  that  partially  appeased  the  angry  god  of 
the  ocean,  and  restrained  his  fury  from  hilmg  the  little  bubble  of  a 
vessel  in  which  we  floated.  To  the  God  of  we  gave  the  praisci 
for  to  him  alone  was  it  due. 
At  tight  •*elocfc» A.  BL  wooM  am  Mt  dmto  t  wmbiMkftiCi 
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and  at  mBe»  P«  M.t  haTtog  examined  the  coast  to  ouraatiafactioii,  and 

finding  no  sen!,  we  steered  for  J^Jcitfn  T,a!!fi,  where  we  again  fell  in 
■with  the  brj<;  Jane  Maria,  bound  to  New-York.  As  ihis  vessel  wns 
also  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Julmson,  ihougl  1  now  in  the  charge 
of  one  in  whom  he  had  not  the  moat  implicit  contidence,  he  expressed 
a  wish  that  I  would  take  passage,  and  navigate* her  to  New*Tork.  I 
chterfully  complied  with  my  worthy  friend*8  wishes,  and  embarked  on 
board  the  Jane  Maria,  which,  in  a  few  days  afterward,  arrived  at  the 
Falkland  Islands.  Here  we  remained  about  month,  for  the  purpose 
of  takin*;  fur-seal,  and  then  set  sail  for  ilie  United  biaics.  After  a 
pleasant  passage  of  liity-eight  days,  we  arrived  in  safety  at  the  port  of 
'  NeW'York,  on  the  2dth  of  April,  18S9.  I  had  the  satiafactkm  of  find- 
ing my  ftmUy  and  all  my  friends  enjoying  good  health;  hnl  ahall  noi , 
trm^le  my  leadeis  with  any  trite  remarks  respecting  the  pleasure  of 
ine<*ting  those  we  love,  after  so  lonrr  nn  absenrc  ;  presuming  that  they 
know  as  much  about  it  as  I  can  t(  il  tiie/n.  At  :iny  rate»  they  will  not 
look  for  sentiment  in  the  rough  j(jurnal  of  a  bailor. 

On  tJie  day  aiier  my  arrival,  our  owners  having  perused  the  letters 
which  I  brought  from  Captam  JehnsOBt  Mr.  Byers  promptly  offered 
me  the  oomonnd  of  a  Teste!,  if  I  wonld  wait  a  month  or  two;  at  the  * 
expiration  of  iHuch  time  it  woiikl  be  the  proper  seascm  to  commence 
a  Honth  Sei  vova^e  for  the  purpose  of  sealing,  trading,  and  making 
new  discoveries^.  1  reafljly  aeeedcd  to  thin  proj)OsaI,  and  immediately 
look  eharop  ol  the  schooner  Henr}',  to  have  her  repaired  and  fitted 
agaiiksL  liie  return  of  Captain  Johnaon,  who  was  then  to  take  the  coin- 
iMnd,  and  resign  the  -wasp  to  me.  In  shorn  six  weeks  die  latter 
Ysssel  made  her  appearance,  with  a  cargo  of  hair-seal  nkins  last  from 
the  island  of  Mocha  ;  and,  in  due  time,  Captain  Johnson  and  myself 
exchanged  plares.  I  then  took  both  vessels  up  to  the  ship-yard  of 
Messrs.  Blossom,  iSmitii,  and  Damon,  to  be  thorouglUy  overhauled, 
repaired,  and  fitted  for  a  long  voyage. 

when  the  two  Tessels  were  properly  fitted  lor  sea,  and  remofed 
from  the  ship-yard  to  the  stations  assigned  them  ftr  that  purpose,  we 
commenced  taking  in  proviskms  and  sah  for  a  sealing  voyage,  which 
it  was  calculated  would  occupy  about  two  years  \  while  boih  com- 
manders were  vested  with  diseretionary  powers  to  prosecute  new  dis- 
coveries, and  to  trade  lur  the  benefit  of  all  eoneemed.  Each  vessel 
was  iherefore  liberally  and  boimtifidiy  supplied  witli  every  thing 
necessary  snd  oomfiMrtaUe  Ibr  saeh  sn  expemtion,  by  James  ByeiSy 
Esq.,  one  of  the  owners.  In  naming  this  gentleman,  I  cannot  avoid 
expres^ng  the  liigh  estimation  in  which  I  hold  his  charaeler  IbrhoilQBrt 
liberality,  mereanfile  intefrrifv,  and  every  manly  virtue. 

In  line  tune  our  iwo  schooners  were  completely  equipped  and  rendy 
for  a  two  years'  cruise  in  the  8onth  Seas,  Antarctic  Seas,  and  Pacitic 
Ocean ;  both  of  them  being  strong,  stanch,  well-rigged,  fast-sailing 
^  Tesssis.  On  the  WMh  day  of  Jmie,  1822,  we  preparcd  to  set  sail — 
*  havivg,  ef  course,  previously  taken  leave  of  our  friends,  sad  parted 
with  some  perhaps  for  ever  1  At  eight,  A.  M.,  the  pilot  came  on  board, 
what  we  ^ot  under  vray,  and  put  to  sea  with  a  fine  breeze  from  the 
8.W.  and  fair  weather.  The  journals  of  this  and  three  subse^ueat 
vojages  form  the  contents  of  the  following  pages. 
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SOUTH  SEAS  AND  PACIFIC  OCEAN. 


CIUFrERL 

riiougbts  on  a  Polar  Expiidition — Object*  of  the  present  Vojrage— -DcpArtufe  team 
Aaw^Yozk—Fourth  ^  My--<>mriiig  tlie  Eqaator->Tit^  flmn  Ffldliirlfi^ 

tune — ArriTsI  at  St.  Ann's  Islands — Village  of  St.  J 0:1  u  Jc  Macae — Cvp9 
Pno--ArnTal  at  Rio  Janeiro — DLrcctioiifl  for  Lntexiiig  the  liarbour — I>e« 
•cnption  of  Hu  bebaatiairs — Its  Trade  aod  Commerce   B»«BTy  of  the  fi(u> 

NoTwiTHSTANDiKo  thc  IcDgth  of  time  which  has  elapsed  siiicc  ihe 
discovery  of  the  western  continent,  and  the  consequent  impalse  givea 
10  the  spirit  of  discovery,  it  is  a  remaikaUe  fi»t  fliBt  the  moflt  in* 
temung  section  of  this  tomqiieous  giobe  still  lenMini  iaien]ored»iiid 
almost  totally  unknown.  It  is  a  reproach  to  erery  civilisea  counttyi 
that  the  people  of  this  enlightened  ag^e  possess  so  little  accurate  know- 
ledge of  (he  sc:is,  islands,  and  perhaps  contitieilta  which  exist  in  tbo 
jpolar  rt^gions  oi  the  southern  hemisphere. 

Many  cnterprisuig  navigators  of  tlie  last  and  pieseiiL  centuries 
licve  mido  highly  laudable,  and  some  of  them  partially  suecessM* 
attempts  to  penetrate  the  dond  of  mystery  which  etiH  hanp  over  the 
Antarctic  Seas*  But  every  <Ae  bfts  stopped  at  a  certain  pomt,  timidly 
shrinking  from  the  farther  prosecution  of  what  they  deemed  an  im- 
practicable project.  Some,  it  is  said,  have  even  been  deterred  by  a 
superstitious  notion  that  an  attempt  to  reach  the  youth  Pole  was  a 
prebuinpiuoua  intrusion  on  the  awtui  confines  of  liature, — an  unlawful 

and  eaerilegious  prying  into  the  secrete  of  the  great  Creator ;  who,  they 
contend,  has  snarded  the  **ends  of  the  eaw*  with  en  imptssable 
bidwaifc  of  inoissoluble  ice ;  on  which  is  wnJSen,   Ttoifar  ifaah  Aou 

come,  but  no  farthrr ;  and  here  shall  thy  proud  course  be  stayed.** 
Such  an  idea  would  have  become  the  inqniaitoie  of  Spain  in  the  days 

of  Colunibus. 

Admitting  for  a  moment,  however,  that  such  is  the  fact,  and  that 
Bolhiiy  leis  than  a  ndnole  oould  open  the  passage  ifann^  ifaia  Ibr- 
nidalile  hanier,  I  oonieDd  that  gadiis»  eeaenoe,  and  owrgy  com* 
bined  can  woHi  nirades,  aiid  even  mum  mountains ;  for  what  is  a 
aoade  bat  the  pom  Of  ^gmii  OTW  «Mf^-*4h«  t^ 
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phjrsieal  impediments,    i  he  march  of  iatellect  is  irresbtible  }  and 
were  the  earth  itself  o&e  glob«  of  ice>  the  fire  of  genius,  cUieeled  by 
the  wand  of  aeieiiee,  coiiht  mek  a  passa^  to  its  eeotre.   The  day 
'  li  not  far  distant  when  a  tibU  Id  the  South  Pole  will  not  be  thoDght 

more  of  a  miracle  thnn  to  cause  an  egg  to  stand  on  its  point. 

I  h^ve  long  been  of  this  opinion;  and  the  voyage  of  which  I  ani 
now  about  to  give  a  plain  but  correct  nairative  has  strcngtheu<Hi  lliat 


aoqnire  a  move  aeenrate  knowledge  of  the  Antaretie  Seast  and  to 
aacertain  the  practicabjlity»  nnder  &voiuable  eirenmataneea,  of  peae> 
trating  to  the  South  Pole^   For  the  furtherance  of  tliis  objeet,  I  was 

vested  witli  discretionary  powers  by  the  owners  of  the  Wnsp,  a  fine  fast- 
sailing  schooner,  fitted  out  for  ihe  ))urpose,  well  maimed  and  equipped, 
and  intrusted  to  my  romm  uiJ.  Wf^  set  sail  from  the  port  of  New- 
York  00  Sunday  uiunimg,  the  30th  ul  June,  1822,  with  a  fair  wind 
and  pleaaant  weather. 

Jify  Iff.— At  aix  o'dock,  P.  M.,  having  diseharged  the  ppot,  we 
took  our  departure  fipom  Sandy  Hook  lighthouaet  bearing  W.N.W. 
distant  «?ercn  lea^rnc-a,  and  steered  a  S.E.  cotirse,  with  a  fmc  hrcpze 
on  our  starl)oard  bcatn.  This  was  on  the  afternoon  (*i  .Monday,  the 
first  day  of  July,  1822  ;  a  year  rendered  somewhat  mcuior  tblc  in  tlie 
city  of  New-York,  by  the  last  visitation  of  that  terrible  scourge,  the 
ymhw  fever,  which  made  its  appearance  aboul  the  1st  of  August,  a 
month  after  our  depattore,  and  akl  not^etay  ita  raragea  nniil  the  Oe» 
tober  following. 

I  The  favourable  auspices  under  which  we  commenced  our'voyacre 
were  hailed  as  auouries  of  a  successful  result,  and  soon  banished  from 
our  minds  every  Utile  tender  regret  which  partmg  interviews  might 
have  left  Un^eriog  about  the  heart.  The  wind  was  sufficiently  fair  for 
the  oonraewe  lay;  the  weather  was  pleaaan^and  the  erew  in  high  spirits* 

July  4th, — ^Thursday,  the  4th,  being  the  anniversary  of  our  coon- 
try's  independence,  the  star-spangled  banner  was  hoisted  at  sunriae^ 
wliilc  a  grand  naiionnl  salute  remindfMl  old  Neplune  that  freemou  ac- 
knowledged no  cariiily  power  as  mi.strcss  of  the  ocean.  The  crew  on 
tins  occaitiou  were  luruiahed  with  an  extra  allowance  of  sucli  good 
things  as  tended  to  enliven  their  patriotism,  and  brighten  their  ideas  of  j 
national  glory ;  during  the  dtsenssion  of  which  we  of  the  qnartei^ 
deck  were  not  nig^ardlv  in  setting  them  a  good  example.  We  wew 
now  in  latitude  36«  6'  N.,  long.  66°  15'  W.— fair  weather. 

Friday,  July  6th,  completed  the  27th  year  of  my  age.  The  annual 
return  of  one's  birtli-day  is  always  a  suitable  subject  for  serious  re- 
fiectiou ;  and  on  this  occasion  I  reviewed  the  little  checkered  scene 
of  my  past  yeara  with  mu)<^icd  sensatiotts  of  pleasure  and  regret. 
Bright  anticipations  of  the  future,  however,  soon  beeame  predominant 
in  my  unagination.  At  a  comparatively  early  age,  I  had  been  deemed 
worthy  to  take  charge  of  an  expedition  intended  not  only  to  benefit 
those  immediately  interested  and  concerned,  but  also  to  aid  the  c  ause 
of  science,  and  add,  perhaps,  one  little  ray  to  the  already  dazzhng 
glory  of  my  country.    This  sm^lo  idea,  in  Uie  mind  ui  an  enterprising 

young  mao,  is  ecrtttnly  a  sufficient  excitement  to  a  fu&Sd  diacbaift 
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of  his  trust.    Our  latitude  this  day  il  iim  was  W      N«t  lm§»  it** 

45'  W  — weather  pleasant. 

I  July  22d, — Although  we  left  New-\  ork  wiUi  a  lair  wind  and  pleasant 
weather,  experience  had  taught  us  not  to  expect  a  long  coniiuuance  of 
•och  favourable  circtunsuuieea.  We  wtce  not  dia^pointed,  thmeforey 
in  meeting  a  due  share  of  baflling  winde  and  oecaskmal  fod  weather. 

Such,  in  fact,  was  the  case  with  us  until  Monday,  July  2'2(T,  when  we 
took  the  N.E.  trade-winds,  in  latitude  28'*  N.,  long.  40°  dO'  W.  On 

the  following  day  ihe  sun  entered  tho  sion  of  Leo. 

'    July  23<i. — We  crosM  t!  ilu  iropic  of  Cancer  on  Tuesday.  iHc  23d, 

at  hvt  o'clock,  P.  M.,  iu  iuug.  ■iO'^  1 1'  W. — wind  irom  £.iN.£.,  and  iair 

weather. 

*  July  90liL— Fot  abonl  a  week  we  were  favoored  with  the  N.E.  trade- 
windt  and  were  within  two  hundred  leagues  of  the  eqnator,  wlu  n  it 

forsook  us,  on  Tuesday,  the  30th,  in  lat.  10**  10'  N.,  long.  36^  15'  W. 
From  this  time,  for  twel%'e  days,  wc  had  light  variable  winds  firom 
fcJ.S.W.  10  S.IS.E.  attended  wiili  heavy  rains. 

Au^usi  Isi, — Thursday,  the  first  day  oi  August,  compieied  just  320 
years eineeCoIanbaa  lifsk  discovered  the  continentof  South  Ammea,  on 
which  he  landed  aixteen  days  afterward.  Thia  ftet  ocenrred  to  ny 
mind  m  association  with  an  important  item  in  my  mstmctions — namely, 
to  make  a  critical  sur%Ty  of  the  South  ATnrnc;in  cf>n<^t,  from  Cape  Cor* 
rifr.tcs  loCnpe  Horn;  and  as  far  north  on  the  Facinc  side  as  circum- 
stances would  permit.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that,  after  landing  on 
this  vast  coniuient,  auu  sur\'eyiug  much  of  its  coast,  Coluinhus  lived  and 
died  nnder  the  ianpresaion  thai  il  was  an  island,  and  that  all  his  new 
discoveries  were  ou  the  eastern  coast  of  Asia !  Our  latitnde  thb  day 
at  noon  was  8*  27  N. 

Augftst  \2ih. — ^Oii  Monday,  the  12di,  wc  crossed  the  equator,  in  long. 
*i6^  42'  W.  Agreeal^ly  to  aocicnt  u^age  on  such  occasions,  we  were 
honoured  by  a  visit  from  Father  Neptune,  who  courteously  bitl  us  wel- 
come into  the  southern  hemisphere;  in  return  for  which  civility,  his  health 
was  drmik,  if  not  in  anbraaial  nectar,  at  least  in  beverage  which  sailors 
are  quite  as  fond  oC  The  nsual  ceremony  of  shaving  and  dndting  ihe 
novitiates  was  then  performed  with  the  customary  solemnities,  conse* 
cr  .tt  tl  hy  copious  libations.  Having  by  these  indispensable  rites  pro- 
DiUuted  the  favour  of  our  tutelar  deity,  he  most  rracioii?^lv  took  his 
ieave^  wishing  us  a  prosperous  voyage.  We  theitloic  advanced  with 
confidence  into  the  southen  section  of  his  extensive  domahis. 
^  For  nearly  a  fortnight  previoiis  lo  this  date,  we  had  ]jgfat  variable 
winds  from  quarlen  not  very  favourable  to  otnr  wishes ;  from  S.S.W. 
to  S,8.E. :  but  we  now  took  the  south-east  trade-wind,  in  lat.  1** 
17'  JS.,  long.  20"  42' W.  This  wind  blew  from  S.S.E.  to  E.S.E., 
and  enabled  us  to  lay  our  course  N.W .  for  the  islands  of  St.  Ann^s, 
which  lie  oS  the  coat>t  of  Brazil,  near  ibc  mouth  of  the  river  Macae. 

We  continned  thn  8.W.  coarse  for  about  twenty  days,  wafted 
gently  along  by  the  light  trade-wind,  attended  with  pleasant  weather, 
in  this  passage  we  frequent  !v  nnuiscd  ourselves  with  catching  dolphins, 
porpoises,  brnot:^*?.  '^kipincks,  <tc.,  besides  some  ^h^.rk'?.  and  pilot- 
^■h.   lnde|»cndeat  of  the  sport  aiteaUiog  the  capture  of  these  inhab- 
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itanis  of  the  deep,  some  of  ihem  were  very  acceptable  for  die  iabiiOf 
after  })eijig  without  fresii  proviiiions  for  so  many  days. 

SekUember  ^ — ^We  arrived  at  St.  Anii^s  Islands  on  Monda) ,  the 
da>*  of  September.  These  niaiids  lie  u  laUcnde  W  80"  a, 
kng.  41''  47'  15  '  W.,  directly  belbte  the  mouth  el*  the  liver  Muss, 
about  three  miles  from  the  slioro.  The  entrance  to  this  river  is  not 
more  than  forty  fathoms  brond,  aiul  mifit  for  vessels  of  more  than  250 
tons  bnrihrn.  A  little  south  of  its  month,  and  close  to  the  shore,  is  a 
ledge  of  rocks,  which  must  be  carcl'uily  avoided  ;  but  every  other  part 
of  the  coast  near  the  entrance  appears  to  be  free  from  any  such 
hidden  danger. 

On  tlie  northern  side  of  the  harbour's  mouth  ie  the  village  of  Si. 
Joao  de  Macae,  consititiiig  of  about  125  houses,  some  of  which  not 
onlv  i^osent  a  handsome  appearan'M-,  hut  are  quite  commodious  in 
ihcir  nitenial  arran^eincnff.  Most  ol  tiiom,  however,  are  of  an  infe- 
rior class,  consisting  of  a  single  story,  small  and  inconvenient.  The 
exteriors  of  all  of  them  are  ehher  paused  or  whitewashed,  whieli 
gives  the  village  a  pieturesqne  appearaace  from  «  distaaee.  k  §ew 
edifices  of  .suix'riur  s^le  and  dim^sions  occupy  an  eminence  near 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  on  the  siunmit  of  which  are  the  church  and 
flag-stnfT.  Here  a  flacr  is  displayed  when  the  passage  is  sak«  fos  the 
iufonnalion  of  approaclnnu  vessels. 

In  entering  the  iiarbuur  it  is  uecessar)*  to  keep  close  to  die  rocky 
point  on  the  south  ade,  ami  when  abreast  eiit,  to  let  go  an  anchor,  gi\in£ 
the  Teasel  about  twenty  iatboms  of  eable*  The  Bfovot  or  caMle  ol 
SL  Joao,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  is  a  conspicuous  mark  to 
desiijnate  the  bay  of  St.  Ann's.  Its  situation  is  in  lat.  22^  318.,  long. 
42^  8'  AV.  Tlir  const  hence  to  Cape  rHo,  widi  its  numerous  little 
islands,  will  be  bt-t  nudcrstood  by  referring  lo  die  late  charts  of  the 
Brazilian  coast,  in  rujiaing  lor  this  cape,  tiie  navigator  will  find  it  a 
rough  pmmentor}',  separated  frrai  the  mainland  by  an  inlet, 
fi»rais  a  snag  harbour.  The  eq>  of  the  cape,  for  shape  and 
appearance,  is  the  most  remarkable  and  important  landfall  on  this  part 
of  tlie  coast.  The  land  between  the  prnmontory  and  tlie  entrance  of 
Rio  Janeiro  is  mostly  low  and  sandy  ;  but  as  i:  i  <  rctics  back  into  the 
country,  it  rises  into  elevated  aiid  uneven  luouiitdins,  presenting  a 
very  beautifid  and  picturesque  appearance,  'i'he  latitude  of  tiie  pitch 
Of  Cape  Frio  is  83^  O'  80"  8.,  long.  42^*  ^  4S"  W. 

The  haibour  of.  Cape  Frio  is  formed  by  Cape  Island,  and  is  about  a 
miie  in  extent  each  way^  with  a  depth  of  water  varying  from  twenty 
to  SIX  fatlioins.  Thr  best  entrance  is  at  the  east,  and  on  the  south 
side  of  an  \Avi  i  -llrd  Jiiiri  (?os  l*orros.  'i'his  passage  is  about  a  quarter 
of  a  uuie  m  w  idtii,  and  liic  dcpdi  of  water  in  the  chaimel  varies  from 
nranty^Eva  to  fifteen  fttlioms,  with  a  bottom  of  fine  sand  and  mud. 
TImm  ia  also  a  pasaago  at  the  west  end  of  the  haibonv  b«  that  is  0^ 
aaitable  ftr  boats.  About  twenty  ships  may  lie  in  this  haibev  in 
perfect  safety.  Fresh  water  may  be  had  at  the  wells  in  the  coves  on' 
the  N.  and  N.W.  There  are  wells,  also,  on  an  island  at  the  west 
end  of  the  harbour,  where  some  hois  are  to  be  seen.   The  tide  fiowa 
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hti€  oa  die  dayb  oi  uew  uutl  full  luoou,  uuui  nuie  oVIocki  attd'nMt 
fllbcMt  five  feot* 

Vest^  bmnd  m  Bb  iiMiro»  when  an^mdung  Gape  Fno  hf 
jugfatv  from  E.  to  SJS.,  should  be  care&l  not  to  run  imo  fhe  bay  to 

the  nonli  of  the  cape.  Such  iiPglerts  or  inattentions  lo  ihp  ship^s 
rcckoriinn:  oftpn  provp  ftital  lo  llie  vr'<'=;r!.  The  appearance  of"  the 
rape  iii  :\p[)roac  hm^  it  iVom  thin  dirpriioti  is  somewhat  remarkable; 
rising  III  two  weii-dt^i'uied  uiouiids  ox  iiuuimocks,  pointed  at  their  !»uui- 
nutSt  beaiiiig  a  very  ciaat  reaemUiM  lo  a  la4y*a  bomm.  The 
water  atal  dM  «ape  is  deapf  as  it  ta  alia  atwuMl  tha  Mlaada  in  iha 
vioiai^*  Con8e(|ueBtIy  ahlpa  may  run  for  the  cape  at  night  with 
saiety,  provided  proper  anantkm  be  paid  la  tbe  ifckoning,  and  tbe 
weather  be  tolerably  clear. 

A.t  ilie  disluncc  of  si.xty-foui  miles  Ironi  Capp  Frio,  la(.  2^^  2' 
45"  S.,  is  a  KiBaU  low  iblauUf  called  Flat  Uiand,  on  which  atauds  a 

lighthouse,  and  at  me  and  a  ludf  nflea  to  the  weal  k  anotiher  island, 
BMire  elevatad,  eafled  Bound  lalaad.  TlMae  itbindi  era  aomeitniea 

called  Maurice  Islands,  and  afo  rery  naeful  marks  for  ships  lamdag 
for  tiie  harbour  of  Rio  Janeiro.  Ve^els  bouiul  for  this  harbour,  after 
pas<^iii^  Capr  Frio,  should  steer  due  west,  keeping  abont  four  leagues 
fruiii  sfiore  in  ihe  iiitrht,  and  ;tl)nut  one  league  and  a  half  in  llie 
du)  lune,  iiii  diey  make  Koimd  i&laiHi,  wiiich  wiii  be  seen  before  i  lat 
Uaad,  although  the  former  lies  nearly  twonaoa  ftitber  ta  tbe  veat* 
wanL  Tbe  cnnreata  on  llua  coast  g(  ncrally  eel  dao  eaat  or  wast,  and 
oAea  at  tba  rate  of  one  and  a  half  milea  an  hour. 

Bct"«\  rrn  Cape  Frio  and  the  cnlrance  to  Rio  Janeiro,  the  greatest 
part  of  r.hr  ro:i<y  is  low  and  sandy,  jud  within  tlie  beach  are  several 
♦»\trn-ive  lagt>uiis.  Tlie  only  remarkable  headland  between  the  cape 
;aid  Itio  Janeiro  is  Point  or  Cape  Negro,  wliich  is  the  extremity  of  a 
of  high  land  oiiaidiBg  from  the  noith  to  the  aeaahoro,  Thia 
headland  liea  ihifty-two  nulee  to  the  jrestwaid  of  Cape  Fria 

In  the  direction  of  WJ3.W.  four  leagues  distant,  within  about  a  ' 
league  from  tbe  sliore,  are  three  small  islands,  called  the  Maricas, 
^bout  four  leagues  E.  by  S.  from  the  entrance  to  Rio  Janeiro.  With 
Round  Island  in  !>ight  to  tlie  wcsiward.  ihp  Martea  Isles  (in  a  direct 
line  widi  each  oUier,  nearly  north  aini  iioudn  will  be  descried  to  ili« 
northward,  and  may  be  passed  in  safety  within  half  a  mile. 

S9fimb^  4til.-*-We  anived  at  St.  Sdbaatian^et  Rio  Janoiro»  on 
Wednesday* tha  4th  day  of  September.  The  entrance  to  this  cele* 
brated  river  is  very  plain,  bein-  formed  by  a  narrow  opening  in  a 
ledt^e  of  rocks,  which  skirts  the  const  in  this  vicinity,  and  is  easily 
disuii;];\ilshpd  by  the  Gavia  (/Orcovadia  mountains,  on  the  souUi-west 
Slide  01  the  liarbour.  There  are  no  pilots  to  be  found  oO'  the  coast ; 
Ihr  aa  diere  are  no  haddon  dan^ia  to  encoonter  in  going  into  the  hai- 
bour,  the  assistanee  of  piotoienal  pilota  ia  dewned  nnaeeeoianr. 
When  theaea-breexaa  aio  etaoog  enough  to  enable  ships  to  siem  the 
abb-tide,  ve<!«ph  of  any  *>i7(*  mnj  enter  this  port,  by  dny  or  night,  and 
repo*!e  in  \hc  beautilui  basin  ab<n'f»  with  pprfprt  s:uny.  Oa  entering 
ai  Light,  however,  the  fort  Sanla  Cruz  makes  a  Hignai  lo  t!ie  city,  bj 
fiimg  two  guns,  and  siMwing  two  lighu.    This  is  not  to  be  md&i» 
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tftood  as  mterfetinj;  with  the  fsssel  thit  is  entenog  the  parage ;  for 
die  port  recBlttbiis  of  the  place  reqnue  all  veeeela  lo  btmg4o^ 
litde  below  lort  Do  Vilgatihon.  Any  vessel  attempting  to  poet  before 
iAke  has  been  ^'isited  will  be  fired  at  from  the  fort,  and  the  commander 
will  be  liable  to  imprisomiieiic,  in  addiiioa  to  paying  a  iiiie  for  each 
■gun  so  discharged. 

In  entering  this  port,  the  navigator  must  take  care  to  pass  within 
hail  of  fort  Santa  C&yz»  in  order  to  anawer  any  questiooa  uai  may  be 
vaked,  and  he  will  find  auflleienl  depth  of  water  cloee  to  the  roeke, 
wven  for  a  ship  of  the  line^  Thia  oerenony  complied  with,  be  ranst 
steer  for  fort  Do  Vilganhon,  opposite  to  which  he  must  either  lie-to 
or  come  to  anchor,  and  not  permit  any  boat  to  come  alon*Tsidf,  except 
those  of  the  government,  until  he  obtains  a  pass,  or  pratique.  This 
necessar)  ulisman  will  open  a  passage  lor  iuni  to  the  island  of  Cobras, 
or  Cop|»er  Serpent  kland,  the  place  of  anchorage  for  merchant-shupe. 
Onthiaialandare  worke  ordefeiioe,niagaanee,dock-yarda,wliar^ 

Rh>  Janeiro  is  the  capital  of  all  tlie  Portugoese  dominions  in  America. 
In  former  timr.s?  R:ihi:\  tlos  Todos,  or  Snnfo«:,  vas  the  principal  scat  of 
government  and  clucf  mart  lor  commerce  lu  the  lirazils;  btU  tlie  dis- 
•  covcry  and  improvement  oi  the  gold  and  diamond  mnies  wuhin  one 
iiuudred  leagues  of  the  city  of  Rio  Janeiro,  or  St.  Sebastian's,  gave  a 
decided  preponderance  to  the  latter.  The  dty  b  boQt  on  a  pbin  ai 
the  weat  side  of  the  haiixnir  or  bay,  at  the  foot  of  aeveial  hignnMian- 
taina  which  rise  behind  it.  It  extends  into  the  bay  on  a  projecting 
P'Miinsiila,  or  tongue  of  land,  about  four  miles  "within  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour.  The  river,  or  arm  of  the  sea,  on  which  it  stands,  derives  ila 
name  from  having  been  discovered  on  the  day  of  the  feast  of  fc>t.  Jan- 
uarius ;  or  on  tlie  Brpi  day  of  January,  in  the  year  1516. 

The  entrance  into  the  naiboor  finom  the  sea  is  bonnded  on  the  west 
aide  by  a  leaning  come  enuoenee  culled  Sugar-loaf  Hill,  a  gigantic  foek 
a  thousand  feet  high ;  and  on  the  other  side  by  (he  huge  mass  of  granite 
supporting  the  (••i'«l]<' of  San?n  Ctd?.   This  entrance  bf  inj^  narro^v,  :^?ifl 
\  well  fortiliedby  nature,  tht  pori  might  racily  be  rcndrrrfl  impregnal  le 

to  an  enemy.  The  eastle  or  fortress  just  named  may  be  considered 
<he  principal  work  of  defence.  There  is  a  battery  of  some  extent  on 
the  other  side,  at  tlie  foot  of  6Qgar4oaf  Hill ;  bntv  like  many  othera 
along-shore,  it  has  become  almost  useless  by  neglecu  The  city  de- 
ri?es  but  little  protection  from  its  immediate  fortifications ;  and  the 
island  of  robrns,  notwithstanding  its  rontig^iii'y,  is  little  cakvlated  to 
-  afford  the  city  any  assistance  in  case  of  invasion. 

The  city  is  well  built,  the  houses  in  general  being  of  stone,  and  two 
stones  high,  liavlng  a  little  balcony  before  the  whMwwa,  and  a  lattice 
of  wood  before  the  balcony,  after  the  fashion  of  the  Evropean  Porto* 
guese  and  Spaniards.  The  streets  are  not  broad«  bnt  qniie  straight, 
croesiog  each  other  nt  right  angles.  The  palace,  or  imperial  resi- 
dence, fronts  Mater:  and,  wuh  the  public  square  adjoining,  is  in 
full  vic\s  fioin  ilie  anchorage.  This  edifice,  iiowever,  though  exten* 
•ire  in  dmieni»ions,  has  nothing  particularly  magnificent  in  its  appeur- 
anee  to  indicate  its  being  the  mansion  of  royalty.  There  nre  also  a 
wnber  of  dnueheat  but  not  renookal^e  for  spleadouror  elegencOk  ex* 
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cepiing  tbe  rayml  or  impoial  ehqtel,  whidi  adjoins  the  pohee.  On 
the  same  side  of  ihe  sqtiare,  alao,  m  the  tfamtie  and  open  house* 

nrithrr  of  which  presents  a  very  strikfn^  npprnrnnrc.  Theexleriorof 
the  theatre,  howf  vrr,  is  fully  equal  lo  the  |>'  rfonnaarcs  vithin,  wliich 
sre  wretched  aborliun^.  Tlieir  operas  are  belier  conducted,  as  iIk: 
Brazilians  appear  to  possess  a  natural  ulent  Tor  music,  which  they  ex.- 
Mie  widi  nmeb  tnsto  and  eifeet. 

The  market  is  well  supplied,  and  so  eligibly  located,  that  with  a 
TCry  little  trouble,  it  miglit  be  kept  in  fine  order:  hot  the  inhabitants 
are  idolatprs  at  the  shr  ine  of  Filihiness,  whose  nostrils,  if  there  be 
M'ffi  n  jrofkipH*?,  must  be  perpf  tually  regaled  with  the  odour  of  her  fa- 
\umite  lii'^riisr.  'J'he  public  sqiiare  before  mentioned,  and  some  of 
the  streets  m  ti»  vicinity,  are  kept  tolerably  clean,  but  most  oi  liiem 
are  disgasiaigly  filthy.  Oold-etreet  b  the  moet  attractive,  being  the 
general  resort  of  strangers  whose  ohject  is  to  procture  jewelry  and 
preeions  atones,  the  namral  product  of  the  country.  Here,  however, 
thev  too  of^en  suffer  from  orj^nnized  sv«?trni  of  impo??ilion  and  frnnd. 
JSiiicr  ilus  pinrr  has  become  liir  soat  ol  government,  great  numbers 
of  commercial  aiiventtirers  have  llo(  k<  d  iiither  from  England,  Ireland, 
Scotland,  and  the  United  iStatcs.  i  lie  most  of  these,  unde;r  Portu- 
guese tnition,  prere  to  be  apt  pupils  in  ibe  school  of  knavery ;  so 
diat  Iron  anjr  of  them  a  stranger  is  more  than  likely  lo  receive  a  bit 
of  paste,  n^e  he  pays  for  a  genuine  gem* 

Vhc  shops  are  well  supplied  with  Engli'^h  ?00(?5,  and  all  other  kinds: 
ol  merchandise;  the  trade  of  tliis  place  being  considrrahle  from  va- 
rious parts  of  the  world.  There  is  a  Chinese  warehouse  ol  great  ex- 
lent  ;  where,  at  certain  perioda,  the  merchandise  of  that  country  may 
be  purchased  at  a  low  rale.  Sixty  or  aewnty  American  and  Englisa 
mercantile  houses  are  established  here,  ami  the  export  trade  is  almost 
entirely  in  their  hand?.  The  imports  consist  of  English  manufac- 
tures, and  every  article  of  Europeim  prnrlnce  thatrrin  frnd  a  pMrrhr^ser 
in  the  Urazilian  market.  Their  principal  rxporifs  arc  sugar,  collec,  and 
hides;  and  the Kio  coffee  holds  the  third  rank  m  the  American  market. 
Besides  these,  the  countr}'  produces  wheat,  rice,  cocoa,  cotton,  tobacco* 
sah,  and/Wood.  It  has  recently  been  asserted  dial  the  trade  of  Bra- 
ttl  has  lately  become  unprofitable  to  the  foreign  merchant,  fiomthe  ez« 
cess  of  capital  employed  in  it ;  and  that  European  produce  nov/ 
sold  ai  or  below  prini«"  ro^i.  However  this  nifiy  hv,  the  rrvr  nuc  of 
the  custom-house  ui  iiio  i  estimated  at  one  inilhoii  aud  a  half  per 
amiiiiii.  i  iie  population  ui  the  city  is  calculated  at  one  hundred  aud 
fiAythousand ;  two-thirds  of  which  are  slaves. 

The  htkrboOT  of  Rio  Janeiro  is  perhaps  the  finest  in  the  mM  kit 
beauty,  capacity,  and  safety;  and  were  the  heat  lees  oppressive  than 
it  is,  the  ««r.rroundmir  countrj-  would  bc  a  perfect  paradise.  As  before 
stated,  it  is  formed  by  a  narrow  opeuin'i  in  the  led»c  of  rocks  winch 
line  this  p*'irt  of  the  roast  like  a  granite  palisado,  or  wall.  Notwuli- 
standing  the  enirunee  is  so  ntirrow,  the  basin  within  this  little  strait 
mereases  to  die  width  of  three  or  fonr  leagoes,  speckled  with  small 
isfanids  clothed  in  perpetnal  green ;  on  some  of  which  are  del^HU 
Hnle  bamlecs,  while  others  eootain  elegant  eoantry-ecala»  belonghig  cn 
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ihe  nubility  and  gentry  ol  Nt.  •Scluibtian*^.  On  boiW  2»iiieti,  i]yc  &]u>rc« 
0i  this  romantic  gvA(  we  Unwi,  at  the  waier't  edge,  wjtfaMal  eom|g» 
OTnipinri  by  isheroMa ;  baek  •f  wfaioh,  <m  the  gnem  biUa,  alofMc 
gwlMllf  lovanis  the  w^tser,  arr  viUae  uid  iann-lmuses,  churches  vii 
monnsteries,  all  paioied  wlike,  abewiDg  in  beauti^  raliel'froM  the  w* 

\N  [i<  n  rhr  mariner  ha'j.Uurly  ruined  ilii?>  ucii^liirul  itccss  Iroin  Nep- 
tune'b  iuibulciu  ie;iliu,  he  h  uumcdUttly  struck  with  one  oi'  liie  mo6i 

Duigceut  specudea  ia  the  wlMle  eMipais  of  nalure ;  a  bay  oae  h«»- 
outee  k  riri.'uinrereiiee«  aunrounded  hf  a  vaat  aaiphkbeatfe  of 
MWlaiiat  which  rise  in  every  varied  form  conceivaUfl*  asd  are  cov- 
ered ^^*ith  etrninl  vpnhn*".  A'essrls  of  iill  flimcfi'^ions  nr^v  enter,  and 
repose  uith  perrect  •sei.niniy  aiiywhcie  brlow  ihc  islniul  on  wliich  the 
Kaglinh  hospital  Ui  Mtiuted.  Above  litis  tltc  vvitier  b€POUH'&  gradually 
more  shiillow ;  no  tliut  in  itiauy  places  there  ia  not  suBicieui  depth  lor 
yeaarta  of  Bore  than  tvcaty  tana  bttftben.  Even  have,  hovevar,  a 
ipreat  deal  of  bubiness  is  dona  by  Bieana  of  laif  e  boata. 

The  4iiilnet  of  Jliaganza,  lying  on  the  uortli^aast  side  of  the  liar* 
bour.  rorni<;  also  an  iiiterr^iinq^  fcalure  in  the  picturesque  panoran>H  I 
Sim  atit  inptiug  to  (Ir'^i  rtHe.  It  comprisf^-^  n  vmall  town  of  ilic  saiQo 
Bame.  and  niaiiy  vili<^^e^  and  hainleti  along  llie  sliores  ol'  the  basin. 
Uer%:  au  estate  oi  considerable  extent,  which  was  pretontad  to  Sir 
Sidney  Smith  by  the  late  Kiagof  P^gal,  m  eompluneat  for  hk  aer- 
ifieaa  to  fba  rojw  family  and  eouit. 

The  country  for  a  great  distance  around  is  peculbrly  beatiiiful ;  the 
mountains  beino;  liicli  and  woody,  and  the  vallf  y-^  ]>»  ifc«-t  gardena. 
The  most  (b  lii-ions  fruits  arc  founfJ  here  in  flic  Lircutc.st  abundcUice, 
oarticularly  oranges.  Otie  uec  otten  exhibits  ut  the  same  lijoe  the 
bioasoui,  the  finiil  juat  formed,  and  the  aame  in  all  its  various  rtigaa  of 
arffmieemeni  to  m\  and  poi^t  rifienaes.  The  quantity  of  this  miit  in 
the  orange-market  is  tnily  astoni^^liiuu.  Tho  pine-nf^lc  is  also  here  ia 
•real  prrfrcf ?.)n.  In  thf  noiulibourliood  are  several  botanic  gardens, 
ttrlonijiiLi  pi  iiu  V  (o  mrrchants  and  private  individual*:,  and  con- 
taining many  rare  and  valuable  plant*!  not  to  l>e  met  with  in  tins  rountrv. 
AttcnipUi  have  been  laaUe  lo  niuoduce  the  tea-plant,  but  witliouL 


4U  tfaa  auriflaltufal  and  other  labours  are  performed  exelasivsly  by 

slaves — wretched  sufferers  in  this  Edc  n  of  the  south.  Indeed  it  is 
almo^^t  iiupo«;si!>le  for  a  reflecting  mmd  to  view  the  city  and  surround- 
ing countrv-  wnlioui  beinw  fon-ibly  strurk  with  llie  contrast  which  must 
necessarily  present  itself.  On  the  one  liand.  bo  may  contemplate  an 
imperial  court,  unrivalled  in  luxury  ;  on  the  oiht  r,  slavery  in  it*  most 
>ewid  «ad  ijppattiag  laims  of  eraehy  and  snfiering!  Nobility  and 
ftBKry  daauig  a^y  lhair  listless  lives  in  indolent  sopinenesa ;  alvfes 
bowed  to  the  earth  by  aacessive  labour  beneath  a  tropical  son ! 

The  {H^neral  character  of  tlir  i!ihabitant>  of  Tiio  .Taneiro,  i^ouMi  far 
more  retined  ihan  that  of  ilie  iionliern  provinecs  of  Brazil,  seldinu 
mc»  10  an  elevated  degree  on  the  ?>rale  of  moral  improvement.  F  or- 
oigMara  bava  not  hesitated  to  bnuid  iliem  u nh  the  Mi^uia  ui  malt  «iml 
ferfidy;  aid  the  conaboniing  teaiimony  of  many joumalista  ia  anp 
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doubledly  emitted  to  some  credit.  So  far  i*s  my  own  obscrvRuoa  ex* 
tends,  their  peculiar  cliaracieristics  appear  to  be  bupi^rbiiuoti,  uiclolence* 
fflthiness,  and  an  irrepresoble  propensity  for  overreaching  others  ia 
commerdal  transactions.  I  wish  to  be  understood  as  expressing  ay* 
self  In  ganeral  teims ;  there  are,  of  course,  some  bright  aud  honour- 
able exceptions ;  but  these  are  by  uo  means  confiiied  to  the  higher 
classes.  The  extent  to  w  h'wh  briber}'  is  t-arricH  on  in  tins  pi  ice  by 
tfie  officers  of  ^fovommeni,  Cbpecially  in  tlie  eusioin-houbc,  is  almost  - 
incredible.  It  is  m  fact  difficult,  il  not  impossiblr,  to  brijig  any  busi- 
ness with  government  to  a  consuuunation,  wiihouL  a  frequent  iipplica- 
tfam  of  the  fioldtn  spur,  alias  ta  exoMant,  fee-^in  plaiii  EngUaht  a 
tmbe.  Their  cupidity  seems  to  know  no  bounds,  boi  ctemaUy  eiiis» 
"Give!  giver 

In  Rio  Junriro  ignorai^re  of  every  thin"^  but  trade  prevails  to  n 
melancholy  degree,  hlcraturc  and  science  bein«i  nlmosl  totally  nuknown 
among  the  people,  who  arc  at  Ica'^t  a  century  bclimrl  the  age  they  live  in. 
Nothing  but  an  arbitrary  governiucui  can  restrain  them  from  culling 
each  other's  thmacsb  Sevetil  generatiooa  moat  pass  over  the  stago 
botbro  the  great  mass  of  BraatUaim  wiU  b«  capable  of  appreciating  and  ^ 
enjoying  liberal  institutions.  Those  who  kaow  how  to  read  are  tw> 
jnrblcnt  for  the  task  ;  while  others  are  too  lazy  to  learr  The  mag- 
nihcence  and  Inxnrv  of  the  wpnlthy  and  titled  classes  form  a  curious 
C(mtrastwith  their  lubitnal  vvaiu  ol  neaint  .iiid  ch\mlincbs.  Thib  is 
manifested  in  their  skiu,  in  their  apparel,  m  the  furuiiurc  ui  dicu 
hoases,  and  in  thefr  cookery,  which  coold  noi  £ul  to  disgust  a  cikizea 
of  die  United  States.  Thsir  persons  are  seldom  if  erer  firee  from  a 
species  of  vermin  which  among  us  is  considered  disgraceful ;  and 
that  cHrDnfon<«  dis^o^^p  whifh  h  the  neccssaij  coaeoiakani  of  filth  and 
tmwholesome  food  i»  common  to  ail 


C1LU»TEK  11. 

Dsf^iue  fimn  Rb  Jannfo  to  Mnrty  the  Coa«t  of  Putaironia — Cnpe  Corrienf 

— Whitf  Bav — t?in  foloradi) — Ki<>  N'r;;rn  :  (*li;ir;Kl«r  iin.!  ^Tanriors  of  Xht  In- 
hftbiUmU,  Willi  LHrcctlona  for  cntorln^r  tlic  Marbour — PnUigooitt — Mnrveliouc 
8tora»-4it.  MaliM>o  Bo^Nrw  B;.  v—SliooU«f  BvHodw  Mid  other  Gosis 
St.  Ch-orgr's  Bay — Apology  to  the  Kradcr — Ciipc  Rlanco — Port  Desiro,  witli 
Sailing  Uirrciiun!> — Port  Si.  Julian  anJ  bnnta  Uruz,  with  hi^t ructions  for  ap- 
proacLiiig  and  cjitrring — A  8abbath-<!»y*»  A dvent1lr^— Description  of  the  Na- 
tivesf  their  Sj/.e,  1)r<  ^»,  M«xtr  of  Living,  Oririn,  Ae«'->-darT«y  WHpsnlrd 
Anml  «t  Oie  FalkUMid  {•iMdl»-N«wt  of  the  Umry. 

\Vt  took  our  leave  o4  liio  Janeiro  on  Satiirtiay  mornujg,  the  daj 
of  September,  with  a  fiac  land  hieese  and  pleasant  weather.  Ia 
tag  book  apoa  the  beaniiful  scoaesy  nam  rapidly  receding  hahind  us, 
one  could  not  help  legialtiBg  that  the  aioral  did  aot  better  correapoad 
-with  the  physical  aspect  of  this  charming  eoonlry.  Turrets  and 
4MNa»  oasMHaied  towers  aud  gothie  spiies,  chufrbesi  e«Bseala»  aid 
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Tillas,  with  a  mazy  forest  of  masts,  surmount  by  the  flags  of  almosl 
cvcfyMtioii,w«feaUr«cfiHlinf  mtlM^MtaaM;  nid  lo  ihe  din,  iioise» 
tad  bwde  of  a  crowded  city  Ind  inecaad<d  a  ealai  man  coBgttial 

10  a  contemplative  mind. 

Afipr  l*>aviog  behind  us  the  leaning  cone,  which  so  forcibly  reminds 
one  of  the  <  t  lebratpd  falling  lower  of  Pisa,  and  obtained  a  good 
offing,  we  shaped  our  course  to  the  souih-west,  and  crossed  the  tropic 
of  Caprieoni,  in  long.  48^  9>'  W*  W.  Had  not  the  season  been  rapidly 
advanciBg  which  eustit  to  find  m  m  the  high  laiitudes,  so  that  eveiy  hour 
wae  precious,  I  would  have  remained  another  day  at  St.  Sebastian's,  to 
witness  the  ctlchmtion  of  a  high  religious  festival  in  honour  of  ihe 
"nativity  of  the  IHt^scd  Virgin  an  important  day  among  the  Catho- 
lics, who  crlf  lirate  it  with  great  pomp  in  all  countries. 

Our  next  object  being  to  !»urvey  tiie  coast  of  Patagonia,  from  Ciipe 
Coniemee  to  Cape  Virgins,  on  the  Magellan  Straits,  we  steered  k» 
Ihe  first-named  eape,  in  as  direci  a  eonrse  as  variable  winds  would 
permit.  In  tbns  passage  we  encountered  many  hcaiy  falls  of  rain«  at 
which  times  we  had  the  wind  from  the  norili  or  north-ea:st. 

September  17M. — On  Tucsduy,  the  17ih,  at  seven  A.  M.,  liic  rao- 
noioiiy  of  a  len-day^'  puss;iirn  without  an  incident  was  agreeably  in- 
terrupted by  liie  cry  oi  Laud,  iio  I"  iiom  llie  madt-head.  Land, 
ho!  oir  the  etaiboard  bowl**  This  ptored  to  be  Cape  Coirientes» 
bearing  W.  b^  8L,  distaat  three  leagues.  At  elereii  £,  M.  we  were 
close  in  with  it,  about  mie  mile  ofT-shore,  wind  west,  and  fair  weather; 
and  at  twelve  \f.  we  ascertnincd  its  latitude  to  hp  37^  57'  i?!.,  Ion":. 
57''  36'  45"  W.  ifou  Urecuwich.  Variation  by  azimuth  lO*"  45' 
easterly. 

In  tracing  the  coast  oi  die  Pampas,  called  by  Uic  Spauiaidti  ilic 
Devil's  Country,  finom  Gape  Comentes  to  the  west,  ftr  sueh  is  the  di- 
rection of  the  coast  along  here,  the  land  appears  veiy  low,  with 
scarcely  any  elevate<I  point  to  relieve  the  monotony  of  its  appearance. 

Multitudes  of  wild  caiile  were  ?r;izing  on  the  wide-spreading  pltiins  or 
jiiendows,  which  extended  to  liie  very  beach,  covered  with  gru'-s  and 
clover,  and  intersected  with  nuuirvons  paths  and  little  creeks  or  ditches. 
We  hugged  the  coast  along  for  some  time,  wuhuut  nieeiing  with  any 
thuig  worthy  of  remark*  until  we  eaine  to  an  extensive  inlet,  running 
westeriy,  designated  by  the  name  of  Wbhe  Bay,  as  yet  but  little 
known  to  navigators,  although  it  is  properly  the  coast-iuark  of  Pata- 
gonia's northern  boiinfl;iry.  It  lies  in  lat.  39^  15'  S.,  long.  Gl°  '0' 
W.,  running  into  iho  land  westwardly,  at  a  point  where  the  direction  ol 
tfie  coast  suddenly  chantres  to  the  south.  Mount  Hennosa  rises  close 
by,  a  little  to  the  nortli-easu  Wiiii  tlic  smgle  exception  of  this  bav, 
there  ia  no  inlet  between  Buenos  Ayres  and  Rio  Colorado  that  wdl 
admit  n  boat  at  low  water.  This  latter  river  is  in  lat.  89®  49'  S., 
long.  61*  9T  W.  From  White  Bey  the  coast  fesnmes  its  sooiherly 
direction. 

Septfmbcr  20th. — On  Friday,  the  20lh  day  of  September,  we  were 
close  in  with  the  Bay  of  All  Saints,  in  lat.  40°  30'  S.,  lon^.  62"  Qf 
W«,  but  did  not  stop  to  examuie  it,  being  anxious  to  enter  Hio  Negro 
«i  the  Mlowkg  day.  To  the  seulhwaid  of  Bio  ColMdo^  or  M 
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Kiver,  the  coast  is  gemmed  wiUi  islauds,  and  abounds  wiib  shoals,  ex- 
tendiag  one  league  to  the  e«Mwird.  AoKHig  these  islands  and  shoals 
there  are  many  good  and  safe  hikbom  for  vceeela  under  three  hundred 
tons  burthen. 

September  2lst. — About  twelve  leagues  south  and  west  of  these 
islands  is  Rio  Nei^ro,  in  whicli  \vc  cast  anchor  on  Saturday  (he  21st; 
our  vessel  being  the  lirst  from  die  United  States  that  ever  eiucied  this 
river.  Previous  to  this  visit  of  Uie  Wasp,  Rio  Negro  bad  been  of 
very  little  note ;  btt  it  ie  now  mueh  freqaeatcd,  especially  bv  whalers, 
who  looeh  here  Ibr  refreshaaenta.  We  fimnd  here  baUeeks,  aheep, 
hogs,  and  poultry  in  abandaiiee ;  and  in  the  antuma  or  winter  (any 
from  March  to  June)  any  quantity  of  vef];ct:>.blcs  and  many  difTerent 
iinds  of  fruit  may  bn  had  at  tfiis  place,  on  a  brief  notice,  and  at  a 
"very  low  rate.  Good  water  can  be  drawn  aloii<r*^idc  at  tlie  last  of  the 
ebb,  and  wood  ui  any  ^uautiiy  may  be  cut  by  tiiu  siup's  crew,  close  to- 
the  banke  of  the  river ;  nonHthatanding  the  reporte  of  those  navlgalM 
on  whose  anihofiQr  it  is  recorded  that  *«aoiiih  of  Rio  de  la  Plata  there 
ie  aoc  to  be  eeen  a  amgle  tree  or  afamh  fit  for  any  meehanieal  pmr* 
pose." 

The  inhabitaufs  of  this  place  are  principally  Spaniards,  who  are 
very  friendly  to  sn  angers,  particularly  to  citizens  of  the  United  Slates, 
with  whom  they  are  very  anxious  to  open  a  trade.  The  ladies 
ase  genevaUy  handaooie  branettea,  of  elegant  peraona  and  aeeen> 
pUshed  manners.  There  ia  nothing  that  aavours  of  vulgaris,  even  in 
lemalai  of  dm  lowest  claseea*  Both  sexes,  when  their  pecuniary  cir- 
eumstance^  pen^iit  it,  dress  much  in  the  English  and  American  stj'le. 
They  evince  excellent  natural  capacities,  but  have  little  henefiled  by 
education,  for  the  want  of  schools  and  liberal  establishments.  In 
spite  of  eveiy  obstacle,  however,  many  Creoles  may  be  foimd  amon|^ 
them  who  have  improved  themseli^ea  aatontihinffiy. 

Since  this  country  has  become  independent  <tt  Old  Spain,  and  beeik' 
governed  by  republican  inelitnlions»  the  barbarous  coatom  of  the  slave- 
trade  has  been  done  away  with,  and  no  more  slaves  are  permitted  to- 
be  brought  into  the  country  ;  while  all  persons  honi  after  the  2/>ih  of 
May,  1818,  ai'c  Iree.  Under  this  form  of  governuienl,  also,  the  mo- 
nastic establishments  are  declining,  and  tlie  ti(hii>g  system  is  totally 
aboliahed. 

The  ibttowii^j  direetiona  may  prove  acceptable  to  whalers  and  others. 

who  frequent  this  part  of  the  coast : — In  coming  from  the  eastward  to  Rio- 
Ne<^ro,  the  navigator  should  endeavour  to  make  the  land  in  about  the  par* 
aliel  of  40°  52'  8.,  and  long.  62^  15'  W.,  when  he  will  fust  see  Point 
Baza,  which  will  be  readily  known  by  three  remarkable  hummocks^ 
After  approaching  to  within  about  one  league  of  this  point  he  may 
steer  sonth-wcet  towaida  Rio  Negro,  taking  care  not  to  come  into  lese 
than  six  or  eight  fathoms  of  water,  with  a  sandy  bottom.  The  shore 
8  a  continuation  of  low  sandhills,  interspersed  with  heatli  and  bru<^h- 
wood,  until  you  ap]^roach  the  river, — where  the  hillocks  oecome  more 
elevated,  and  nrc.  coinposcd  of  clear  white  sand,  lying  in  ridges  or 
undulations,  like  the  waves  of  the  ocean. 
About  four  or  live  miles  south  of  Point  fiaza  is  a  singular  hUWek 
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of  bmhirooci,  tiaviiig  smiil  shrubs  towards  the  east  end,  which  from 
the  sea  appears  like  a  drore  of  cattle.  Eight  miles  to  the  soutli  and 
west  of  this  is  a  remarkable  ^p,  about  two  miles  and  a  half  back  of 
the  beach.  As  you  approacii  liie  entrance  of  Hio  Negro  the  range 
of  wliite  sandhiUs  will  tcrmiutef  attd  tiM  DMMth  of  the  river,  bearing 
W.S.Wm  appeuo  high  and  MitflT  on  the  eastern  side.  The  weelem 
point  of  the  river  is  low,  but  rises  gndvaUy  to  the  south  baranca, 
which  is  high  and  blufT,  tf  rmiiruing  in  a  perpendicular  point;  and  this 
point  is  a  table-land  for  tour  or  five  miles  to  the  wrstM  ;ird. 

To  enter  tlie  harbour  ol  Kio  ISeijro  without  a  pilui  the  ^ouih-t  ;ist 
ciiaiuiel  is  to  be  preferred,  and  s  ou  musi  keep  along  in  luur,  tive,  or  Hix 
Mioms  of  watert  until  yoii  bring  Point  de  Maine  lo  beer  N.W.  Tlien 
steer  for  the  mouth  of  the  river,  observing  to  keep  Poiat  WdconWt 
which  is  a  remarkable  bluff  |»omontory,  about  tea  yards  opm  of  n 
low  point  ofT  the  pilot's  house.  These  marks  arc  distinctly  seen 
when  Point  de  Mainr,  the  eastern  point  of  ilie  river,  bears  north-west. 
But  beware  of  the  lluutl  tide,  which  sets  strong  over  Uie  nortli  bank ; 
and  if  your  vessel  draws  more  than  tea  feet  of  water,  you  most  not 
attempt  to  enter  nntit  three-quarters  flood,  when  yovL  will  have  inm 
two  to  two  and  a  half  fathoms  of  water  between  tlie  hanks,  which  will 
deepen  as  yon  approach  Pomt  de  Maine.  The  breakers  on  the  bank 
are  distinctly  seen,  and  with  a  southerly  wind  it  frequently  bre^iks  all 
round  tiic  c  hannel.  Ilanng  passed  tbrough  between  the  north  and 
south  batiks,  you  will  find  four,  five,  and  six  fathoms  of  water;  but 
^u  must  be  careful  and  keep  the  eastern  point  on  board  imlil  you  are 
inside  of  the  point  of  the  Bonras ;  by  which  means  yon  will  cleaf  the 
inner  bank,  which  extends  two4hifds  of  its  length  outside  die  lMr> 
bour*8  mouth.  In  this  rirer,  at  the  town,  there  are  about  two  hours 
of  flood  tide,  and  eomtnonlv  about  tm  bofirs  o\'  ebb  tide,  frequently 
rumiinfi  at  the  rate  of  hve  or  six  nuiv>  un  hour.  But  within  the 
jnouth  of  the  river  tiie  flood  tide  runs  four  liours,  and  tlie  ebb  tide 
eighi  hoars,  at  the  rate  of  three  or  three  and  a  half  miles  an  hour. 
It  is  high  water  at  the  bar,  on  the  days  of  new  and  full  hmnmi,  at  a 
qtiarter  past  eleren  ;  and  the  water  rises  there  eleven  feet  on  the 
^prinjr  tides,  and  elulit  feet  on  the  neap  tide>5 :  but  when  the  wind 
blows  strongly  from  the  sonth-east,  the  tkle  rises  from  twelve  to  four- 
teen feet.  Tiiere  is  a  rcj^ular  tide  alon^  the  eonf^t,  six  hours  fiood, 
and  six  hours  ebb ;  but  tlie  tiood  tide  incUnes  rather  low  aids  die  shore, 
about  N.E.  by  N.,  at  the  rate  of  two  or  three  miles  an  hoar.  Con* 
uequently,  in  eaiering  the  Rk>  Negro  particular  atteotton  onst  be  paid 
to  the  curretits  and  tides,  which  set  stnmgly  to  the  northreast  round  the 
Point  de  Maine. 

Sfptemher  23fi. — Having  supplied  the  scl  ooner  u  ith  wood,  water, 
and  some  fresh  provisioiu*,  we  were  now  ni  reailniess  to  continue  the  sur- 
vey of  this  interesting  coast, — tlie  seaboard  of  a  coimtry  so  litt&e 
loMwn  to  geographers  and  historians.  Indeed  there  is  scaveelr  anodMr 
region  of  the  w^em  world  but  what  is  better  known,  and  has  been 
more  accurately  described ;  certainly  none  eonreniing  which  so  many 
contmdif'tor^'  statements  and  monstrous  rd)siinliiirv  h^ve  been  re- 
ported,— fables  more  difficult  to  believe  tliao  UulUver's  Travels,  or  the 
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■yMogf  of  laenot  Gmee.  It  is  mie  that  we  km  M  hairA  of 
liKpniMMt  aor  •wsb  of  m  natkm  of  eenttmn,  in  Paiagonia;  Im  more 
Am  one  navigator  has  contended  for  a  race  of  .gnittSt  not  lew  Uiaa 

ten  feet  in  height!  All  acrounts,  liowcvrr,  ngrcc  in  one  i!i>portant 
fact,  \'i7.  th:^t  the  character,  history,  and  every  thing  rciaiinii  lu  Patn- 
gonia  are  stiil  involved  in  !»reat  obscurity.  Kveri  its  iiortheru  bouiidaiy 
hzB  never  been  accnraieiy  ascertained^  ;>uiiic  cA-ieiitimg  it  to  Kio  Colo* 
rado,  and  others  Umitiag  it  to  Rio  Negro,  Gtom  wbieh  wc  departed  on 
Mondsf  ,  tbe  tSd  of  September.  In  due  time  I  sbaB  give  the  leeiilt 
of  my  own  observations,  merely  stating  here  thll  this  eouontry  was 
first  discovered  bf  Magellan,  in  1519,  whose  aeeomt  of  ii  is  geimnUjr 
considrrpd  to  ho  very  defective  and  erroneous. 

From  Kio  Negro  the  coast  again  changes  its  soiulu  ily  direction,  and 
runs  westerly  tor  about  thirty  leagues,  when  it  sweeps  round  south- 
-  eeeteriy  in  n  btood  semieireie,  temiinatiog  in  a  pcniusiils  which  pro- 
jects to  the  Dorth-easi,  ifans  ferminf  an  extensive  bay  or  haifaour. 
or  rather  golf,  eaOed  St.  Matias^s  Bay.  At  the  western  extremity  of 
this  bay,  aomwrhat  inland,  liseo  Bionnt  St  Antonio^  and  on  the  north* 
west  thcrf  is  a  port  of*  the  same  nrimr.  This  is  a  fine  linrboiir, 
though  bill  liltlt'  Irequeiitod  ;  :ind  the  b;iy  itself  is  very  convenient  ior 
whaling  ships,  parijcularly  in  tiie  months  ol  5>epleinbei%  October,  JNo- 
vember,  and  December,  when  the  whales  come  in  to  bring  Ibfth  ibev 
ymsmg.  The  aooA  part  of  this  bajr,  as  before  staled,  is  ibrmed  by  a 
pemoeaibt  called  St,  Joseph^  wiimn  which,  on  the  north  side,  is  the 
Bay  of  St.  Jq«eph*s,  and  on  the  sooth  side  New  Bay,  the  neck  of  the 
peninsula  Pxtf^ntVui"  between  them.  On  the  east  side  of  St.  .Toseph's 
Hav  is  Port  \  ahirs,  Ut.  42^  32'  8.  I  did  not  br  i  ome  sulhciently  ar- 
quaintcd  with  »St.  Joseph's  Bay  lo  lurniah  any  niformation  ol"  im- 
portance respecting  iL  h  was  probably  in  New  Bay  that  Magellan 
mood  sneh  vast  nombers  ef  seal  and-  pengtihis* 

Sipiemitr  ^StlL^Vfe  anchored  in  the  last-namefl  boy  on  Wed- 
Bseday,  tlie  2ftch,  under  the  south  shore,  in  ire  fathoms  of  water, 
about  three  miles  within  Nymph  Point.  At  ten  oMock,  A.  M.,  we 
landed  on  the  ^n\i*h  .side,  where  we  found  gray  tbxes,  brown  h^nes, 
and  mountain  detr,  ni  great  numbers.  "VVe  like\visc  snw  many  .^mall 
pods  of  hair-beal  on  ihc  beaches,  and  several  coW'wliuies  in  the  bay 
of  a  barge  siie,  and  perfectly  tam^ 

.  9^t ember  26/ A.— On  the  foUewing  day  at  two  r.  M.,  wc  landed  on 
Oie  north  ^ide  ol*  ibe  bay,  where  we  saw  on  the  plams  of  the  penin- 
sula about  three  thousand  bullocks,  v  hich  were  very  w'M.  After 
shooting  four  of  the  finest  of  these  aiumais,  we  returnitl  lo  ilte  vessel 
about  eiglit,  P.  M. ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  iiflcrwani,  liie  otiier  boa; 
returned  trom  lixe  isuuUi  sliore  with  thirty-eight  iiares,  eleven  tbxes, 
and  Smut  ter.  Wo  were  thns  Anmhsd  with  a  fsod  slock  of  fiosh 

Somber  27M. — On  Friday,  the  27th,  at  eight,  A.  M.,  we  got 
under  way  for  the  purpose  of  examinia^  the  hay,  \\Tiich  having  finished, 
we  r*>turned  to  our  former  anchomirr.  At  the  bead  of  tins  bay  we 
found  vast  forej*H  of  heavy  timber,  -voine  ot  wincii  ;voi(l(l  make  fine 
spars  ibr  ships  of  any  size ;  beiuu  a  kind  of  bastard  cedar,  vhich  ij 
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Yeiy  t4>ught  and  when  dry  becomes  dtremely  light.  We  UkewiM 
umI  with  mainr  fine  spriii|B  of  firesh  wttor*  tiM  taw  nuMimia  biidt 
of  beaotifiil  plwnagc.  Hm  waton  tlk^imA  with  ooalo-fiili  of  almott 

every  variety. 

Whalo-^hip",  having  good  irroimd  tnckling,  may  lie  in  any  part  of 
ihi^i  bay  in  pci  ieot  safety,  and  kiU  right  whales  in  the  calving  season 
asi  iiLst  as  ihey  cuu  try  out  the  oiU*  'riie  best  auchorage  is  on  liie  west 
side  of  the  toy,  in  liom  five  to  ten  Miooib  wnter,  abooi  one  mile  ofi^ 
slioie»  a»  easteiljr  winde  hete  oeMom  if  ever  blow  with  sulBeient 
Yiolenee  to  injure  any  ehip  lying  with  an  anchor  ahead* 

'Hiis  bay  is  likewise  an  excellent  place  for  ships  to  procnre  refresh- 
ments, pithfT  with  dogs  or  muskets.  I  have  no  doubt  tlirH  two  good 
gunners  or  rlilemen  could  slioot  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  {ind  fifty 
hares  in  a  day ;  and  six  or  eight  Spaniardst  wlio  are  expert  wiiii  liieir 
apparatne  for  taking  wild  eattfe,  might  make  eaptboe  of  at  leaet  two 
hundred  fine  let  btiUoeke  in  the  tame  time.* 

Stpttmber  Mk,  «  On  Salniday,  the  Sfidi,  at  two  o'clock,  A.  Af.,  wo 
again  got  tmdrr  wav,  and  prosecuted  our  vi)rvey«t  towards  the  soutfi.  In 
following  the  course  of  the  shore,  which  now  ran  for  several  nnles  m 
a  southerly  direction,  we  passed  several  small  opoii  bays,  but  found 
no  place  of  shelter  uuui  we  reached  the  latitude  ui  ii°  33'  8.,  where 
we  made  Port  8k  Elena.  This  may  be  easily  known  by  the  pioffloi»> 
toiy  and  htU  of  8t  Joseph  $  a  little  to  the  southward  of  which  tlio 
direction  of  the  coast  tnm3  towards  the  west,  and  here  we  opened  tho 
port.  Its  entrance  is  about  one  mile  wulr,  and  tfirre  is  good  anchorage 
on  tlie  wrst  side  of  the  bay,  belnnd  a  small  pomnsula,  where  a  veissel 
may  lie  in  four,  live,  six,  or  seven  fathoms  of  water,  secitre  Iroiu  ail  but 
southerly  winds. 

In  entering  this  port,  yon  will  see  the  small  island  of  Plofida« 
widt  a  few  for  and  hair«eal  on  its  shores,  lying  at  about  half  n 

niile^s  distance  from  tlie  starboard  shore.  Vessels  may  enter  on 
either  side  of  this  is!R?ifl.  FVcsh  water  can  be  procured  at  tlie  head 
of  tills  harbour,  but  not  of  the  hp^i  quality.  The  tides  rise  here  about 
twenty-five  feet,  and  it  is  full  sen  at  iialf-pa.%1  four  oVlock,  on  lull  ami 
change  days.  Port  St.  Elena  is  in  lat.  41°  33'  S.,  loug.  65°  33'  W. 
*  Variation  by  asinoth  311^  15'  easterly, 
i  Septfmber  30M.— We  left  Port  Si.' Elena  on  Monday,  the  80th,  and 
steered  towards  the  south-west,  keeping  the  boats  eeostantly  along 
shore  while  daylight  lasted.  The  coast  here  hends  in  towards  llie 
west,  A\][\  tlu  11  swrcps;  fouikI  in  a  semicircular  curve  to  the  south-east, 
where  it  projects  oui  m  a  pouit,  called  Cape  Two  Bays ;  tlius  formuig 
an  extensive  open  bay,  known  by  the  name  of  Camarones  Bay,  near 
the  end  of  which  k  the  small  island  Blaneo,  on  whieh  we  joand  n 
few  seal.  Off  ('ap<  Two  Bays  are  several  small  Islmds,  the  ont 
lying  ftrtheet  off  shore  is  caUed  Rasa  Island,  bwig  at  a  distam 

^  *  Wbra  1  anHii  H SriiM,  Maai.,  fhmi  ibe  Piciflc^  ia  16M,I  raoomin«ndcd  a Toytfe  (o  this 
ItoM,  tm  Um  iiimi  «r  praeurHig  •  evfo  of  jolM  beef,  hkdn,  and  tallow,  lanneci  tliat  tfaa 
viiniieMSaian  Siinlnaii  did  not  take  hold  of  Uii«  vatoabte  wate^mkm  mm  feaoiaae  (hay  dii 
■MpiBMilMaiaac  Iflii^iettaaaStam  iBllMlBibnMOaa  Ifvra  Smir.  Tha  aonoqinnM*  la,  Uui 
iMa  wSiiiili  dkwotanr  mm  a»«inai«Sai,aaiaiUI  MtaHnwSa  sanvMay  yaaia  lacanak 
lwlaaaL>iSwi»tiSaM  fcrtaoaHyiMatelfcaaManiof  Biafctat«^aynai>Maa<rw>tfc  inhiafea 
ngmm^ttm^^^jfhmj  af  wwtiMM>iaiJ(yaadcatw»aHii>iiMlSi«Mi>|iiii  ' 
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•r  ■ixai'Mfcnaubtfimdiectpe.  Onthitialttid  UlMiMtfetoli^ 

Jbund  both  fur  and  IniMML 

Cape  Two  Bayst  as  its  name  imports,  is  a  projecting  point  betweaa 

two  bay*?,  forming  the  south  part  of  Camnrone's  Bay,  -r^n<!  the  north 
^  part  of  the  great  hay  of  St.  George.  About  the  shores  of  the  i;tst-jiamed 
bay  are  numerous  rocks  aiul  islantls,  containing  seal  of  botii  kinds, 
and  behind  some  of  which  vesads  may  anchor  in  safety.  Port  Melo, 
in  laL  45<*  y  8^  long*  08^  a<K  W.,  is  the  lint  tafe  haibomr  to  be 
found  after  enleriiiff  A  George's  B^y  from  the  nerth.  It  m  fronted  by 
the  Escobar  and  Lagoona  Islands.  Here  ships  of  any  size  may  lie 
in  perfect  safety,  in  from  seven  to  five  fathoms  of  water,  with  a  sandy 
boitom.  The  entrance  passage  is  between  Escobar  Island  and  Point 
Portugal,  or  the  eastern  point ;  and  at  about  one  mile  within  this  point, 
the  water  has  a  depth  of  five  or  silt  fathoms.  The  tide  rises  here 
ahem  eighteen  leett  aad  it  is  liiU  sea  at  twenQr-iwo  mimites  past  four 
o'clock,  on  full  and  change  days.  In  this  snug  and  safe  harbour,  al 
the  bead  of  tlie  bay,  vessels  may  fill  fresh  water  of  goed  qoalityt  bat 
it     fh'flicuH  to  obtain  wood. 

In  this  port  and  its  vifimiy  arc  many  ostriches,  gray  and  brown 
foxes,  hares,  deer,  guanacoes,  and  4.  few  wild  cattle.  This  port  is  also 
the  resort  of  many  different  kinds  of  wild  geese  and  other  fowl.  Ob 
die  shores  are  fetnid  seal*  both  hair  and  ftir ;  together  widi  some  aesi- 
eiepliantB,  and  pene;uins  of  di^crent  kinds.  Here  the  latter  lay  their 
aggs  in  such  abundance,  that  in  the  month  of  October  a  ship's  crew 
might  collect  forty  or  fifty  barrelK  in  a  few  days. 

Twpnty-five  milcfj  to  ilic  south-west  of  Melo,  in  Lit.  45°  13'  .S.,  is 
port  Malespina,  fronted  by  the  Viajia  Islands,  or  rocks,  behind  wbicli 
vestals  may  find  shelter  from  every  wind,  the  south-east  excepted.  In . 
appnoachiog  this  small  bay,  yon  wttl  see  the  Paps  of  I%ieda  to  the 
north,  abieast  of  wlueh  you  may  anchor  hi  from  ten  to  six  fathoms  of 
water,  fine  sandy  ground.  There  uie  many  other  good  anchoring 
places  between  this  and  Cape  Blanco,  whv  h  require  no  particular 
directions,  as  the  co;ist  is  bold  and  clear  01  dangers,  within  half  a 
mile  of  tlic  shore.  Easterly  winds  never  blow  here  with  any  degree- 
of  violence  ;  so  that  whalemen  may  cruise  about  ilie»c  shores  in  the 
calving  season  widi  the  greatest  safety.  # 

Before  I  proceed  farmer  sondi,  I  deem  it  expedient  to  make  one 
observation.  I  am  well  aware,  that  to  the  genoraUQr  of  readers  this 
coasi-snrvrvin<7  b'j-incss  and  '^ntling  directions  must  appear  very  dry, 
dull.  aj)d  unijuerestini?.  To  such  1  would  say,  in  the  language  of  my  pro- 
fession, •'Courage,  iny  beanies,  there's  land  ahead  T  This  part  of 
onr  cruise  will  soon  be  Jini.shcd;  and  aUnntiing  the  possibiiuy  that 
the  descriptions  and  directions  here  given  may  prove  the  meansy  under 
Providence,  of  praventing  a  sinj^e  namical  disaster,  I  feel  confident 
that  the  good-natured  reader  will  readily  forgive  their  deficiency  in 
incident  and  interest.  Were  1  dispose<l  to  make  a  romance  of  this 
narrative,  it  ^\  ould  not  be  a  dillicuh  matter  to  conjure  up  some  very 
stirring  inridf  nis  and  startling  adventures,  on  tlie  shores  of  a  region 
which  is  so  iitile  known  that  no  one  could  contradict  me.  Magellan 

and  his  companions  have  done  so  belbie  me,  and  so  have  many  «ihtfa 
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of  ii  iiuiLli  more  rccenl  date,  wIkwc  **  microscopic  eje"  coiiid  magnify 
a  inoleliiil  to  a  mountain,  a  smart  breese  to  a  tnnniii&m  loOMiA^aM 
a  few  floaliBf  ieri>crg8  to  a  permanent  wall  of  traaspaMI  tdmiamu 
1 9mpky  relala  facts  without  embeUisimieiit ;  and  if  I  encounter  a  boida 
of  PlUagoniaiUf  I  will  givr  ns  arrurate  an  ncrount  of  their  size  and 
appearance  as  circiim 'stances  will  prnnif.  IIa\iug  thus  deelarct!  my 
purpose,  once  for  all.  I  bp?  the  rratki'a  indulgence  while  I  prot  eeJ. 

October  aih, — W  e  urnvtd  ai  Cape  Blanco,  Uie  southern  pomi  ui  JSU 
Georse^s  Bay,  on.Sauirday,  th^  fidi  d«r  of  October.  The  latilads  * 
of  t)iM  cuie  it  4r  18'  a,  long.  66«  S&^YT.  Vaiiatioa  per  asmuth 
122^  easteiif.  In  a(»proachin^'  this  cape  it  iaaccesaaiy  to  be  eaatieaav 
as  tlierr  are  many  aboak  oS  tbe  eoasi  bereabMSt  which  mmt  ba 
caiefullN  avoided. 

About  eleven  leayiics  somh  oj  ihe  cape  is  Port  Desire,  in  lat.  47' 
40' 8.,  long.  Oo'  oU  30  \V.,  lonning  the  i»eaDOii  ui  a  large  river. 
'Ffae  SMNtth  af  the  haiboiir  ia  very  narrow,  ana  haa  munf  focka  and 
ahaak  about  it»  It  cooumies  to  be  narrow  for  about  two  miles  and  a 
half  from  the  entrance,  when  it  expands  into  a  broad  basin,  sprinkled 
with  a  nuinl)er  of  Mmall  ishiiuls,  one  of  whicli  is  covered  with  remark- 
ably laroe  seal.  I\e;ir  the  nioinh  of  this  port,  on  the  south  side  of  its 
entrance,  is  a  remarkable  rock,  rWnig  IVom  ihe  water  like  aehurch-»tMple 
of  goiliie  order,  and  i^  known  by  the  appropriate  ampellation  of  Steeple 
Keck.  Thia  rodt  fisnaa  a  eoaapieueaa  laadmam  lar  iMrioeni  wha 
are  approaching  the  haibour,  which  would  otherwiia  ba  difiicuU  ta 
iind»  The  tides  are  very  rapid  abaol  thia  part  of  the  coast,  ronning  at 
the  rale  of  about  eight  miles  an  horn,  nearly  north  nnd  ^mnh,  ruid 
rising  twenty-live  ftci  at  each  flood.  'I'hc  coast  aloni;  Ii«  rr.  iroin  (  ape 
Blanco  to  Cape  de  los  Desvelos«,  runs  ahuo^  directly  soutii,  a  dii»uiicc 
of  aboiu  twenty-five  leagues. 

In  niamni:  for  the  harbaar  of  Port  IMra,  it  b  neecaaarjr  to  bnag 
the  mouth  of  the  river  to  bear  W.S.W.,  Penguin  Islaad  S.E.  by 
8i«eple  Rock  S.W.  by  W.,  the  northernmost  land  N.N.W.,  and  bring 
t^vo  rocks  to  bear  N.E.  by  N.  These  bearings  m  jII  point  out  the 
I'Aiciit  of  the  rcf  f  which  runs  olT  from  the  nonhtrn  point  of  ihf? 
eulrance ;  after  parsing  vviacii  you  may  nui  as  fur  up  llie  iiiirbour  as 
you  please  (as  it  ia  clear  of  danger),  and  choose  your  ground  for 
aaeharing ;  taking  care  not  to  bnng^o  in  leaa  than  aereii  fiuhana  at 
high  water«  when  tlie  bottom  wiU  be  found  to  be  soft. 

There  are  two  springs  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  about  two 
miles*  from  tlie  bearli,  or  in  n  line  S.S.E.  from  Steeple  Rock,  from 
which  water  of  a  uood  (pialifv  cm  be  oi)lained  hi  abundance.  Os« 
triches  and  wUd  bi  asii>  of  vanuu^  kmdji  resort  to  tliesc  springs  to 
attay  their  thirat.  At  a  abort  disunce  from  the  eoaat»  lawaidalbe  in- 
tetiart  there  are  wild  cattle,  red  and  gray  foiea»  dear,  haiaa»  and 
nntfia  in  abundance.  The  country  abounds  with  guanacoes,  rcacaa- 
bling  our  deer,  but  much  larger,  aome  of  them  being  thirteen  hands 
hi^h,  renjarkably  swiA,  and  verc  shy.  On  the  i'^lands  in  the  vicinity 
o(  ihi!>  port  are  fur  and  hair-seal,  and  sea-elephants.  Pciv^uin*«, 
iM^ymms,  and  many  other  oceanic  birds  abotmd  on  these  lUauds, 
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mhtft  ili^  ftnik  tbtk  wfairieB  for  the  parpote  of  hy'mg  tbeir 
and  kaftehin<^r  their  young. 

Penguin  Islan^l  lir^  aboui  ihrrp  l<»agMCs  to  the  soiitli  ol  Port  Desire, 
and  Ibrms  the  northern  point  of  fcsea-lioii's  or  Bears  Bay,  so  called 
from  the  g^reat  niimHi^r  of  hnir-seal  which  resort  thither.  OlV  the  south 
point  ol  this  bu)s  ui  liie  dibLuiicc  of  ahout  four  miles,  arc  ilie  Edily- 
aane  Rock*;  aid  doM  t9  lh«  laad,  «i  the  bottooi  of  a  liide  cave  to 
Ike  aauihwanJt »  VUi  Island.  Inland^  a  Imle  to  the  aeaib,  is  to  be 
•ean  a  aoaataiu  called  IMontcvideo. 

From  Cape  tic  lo<?  Drsvrlos  the  ro^'^i  lakes  a  soMih-\rest  direction, 
for  about  eighty  miirs,  to  I'ori  Ni.  JuUan.  Beiwcea  them,  liou  cver, 
lies  St.  Estpvan,  about  iivp  Irasrues  frofu  thc  cape, — rocliy  siioaJ^ 
and  dangeruusi  to  approacli  in  the  uight. 

Oett^  9<L— eame  to  anchor  in  the  port  of  Su  Julian  on 
Wadnesday,  the  0th,  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  found  it  to  be  a  aafo 
harbour.  The  entranoe  to  this  port  is  in  lat.  40'^  8'  8.,  king.  07° 
40'  15"  W.  Varintron  prr  aztmutli  23°  easterly.  It  is  somewhat 
diOicuh  to  hnd  the  entrance  to  tUis  port,  on  account  of  its  soiiiheni  or 
outer  point  projecting  past  tlie  noriliern  point,  so  as  to  conceal  tlie 
opening,  ii  may  be  kuo\ni,  however,  by  a  lar|[e  white  cliil,  glretch- 
i^elongahoiefiMihefloiiihelinoattotheBoiittoftbehaiboi^^  No 
fleca  an  to  be  eeea,  but  there  ave  aoow  daik  bnahes  oa  the  sides  of 
the  hiDa.  The  bar  at  the  emranee  of  this  pott  eometuMS  ahifts  and 
rhnnges  its  position :  previous  to  attempting  an  entrance,  ihorcforc,  I 
recommend  sending  in  a  boat  to  sound.  In  entoring  the  har- 
bour the  course  is  al>oui  south-half- west,  and  the  water  siiiI  k  icntly  deep 
irhen  you  are  once  over  the  bar,  ou  whicii  will  be  ibuud,  ui  the  chan* 
Ml*  eboot  km  ItthooM  at  fiiU  aea.  The  tkle  rises  here  about  twenty 
leet  Both  wood  and  water  may  be  obtained  at  tliis  place,  tliough 
uriih  SSMM  difieuky;  and  a  ^np  can  lie  here  in  perlect mSety  from  all 
wind*!.   The  natives  of  the  interior  addom  visit  this  poit  exoept  for 

the  purpose  of  fishing. 

i)rt(d>tr  \{)ih. — On  Thursday,  the  lOth,  xVo  a^^nin  got  under  wa>% 
and  resumed  our  task.  Between  St.  Jitiian'^i  and  8anta  Cruz  the 
shore*  urhieh  is  bold  and  free  from  danger,  runs  io  a  south-west  diiee- 
tion,  and  the  distmee  is  about  thirty  leagues.  The  eotranee  10  Santm 
Cruz  harbour  is  in  lat.  jM^  12'  8.,  long.  68°  13'  W.  The  land  to  the 
north  of  the  harbour  is  steep  chalk  hills,  and  thc  month  of  the  river 
oh«;trucicd  with  a  number  of  rock.*;,  one  of  whicli  shows  itself  above 
water,  and  is  called  Sea-lioii's  Island.  Thc  river  penetrates  into  the 
country  m  a  north-west  direction,  and  widens  as  you  advance.  Thb 
riser  waa  first  diaeorered  m  by  Don  Juan  Serrano,  captain  of 
,  the  St  Jiigo,  wIm  aecompanied  Mafsttsn  in. his  voyage  rom  the 
]>rorid.  The  ildp  waa  wrecked  ia  tfab  river,  but  the  cnsw  were 
aaved. 

Oetohrr  \2th. — On  Saturday,  thc  I'iili,  we  came  to  anchor  in  ilie  |)Ort 
of  .Santa  Cj  dz,  where,  as  ustm),  wr  made  «such  surveys  ami  observa- 
tions as  were  deemed  bencticial  to  tlic  interests  of  nautical  science. 
8h«pe  lowbbg  at  this  port  may  supply  iheoMdves  with  fish,  wood, 
sndeseeBcDtwafeer.  In  additioa  to  tlua,  two  men  ca^en  with  die  rifle 
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eoold  Mon  furnish  the  crew  with  an  abonduiet  •f  Aesh  neat,  hf 
•hooiiiif  beertt,  foxes,  and  ham,  all  of  which  are  fonoil  in  gnal 
fdenty  in  a  valley  of  the  ioterior,  not  more  than  fire  miles  fiom  our 
anohorage.  Such  sportsmen,  ho^vrvrr.  nm^r  he  on  their  giiard,  as  the 
natives  ^qnently  vuit  this  ejociuivc  valley  for  the  purpose  ol'  grazing 
their  hor.'^r''- 

October  i^th. — Oa  llic  liuy  following  ihat  of  our  anr.al  at  iSunta 
Cruz  I  penetrated  aome  miles  into  the  eotintiy,  aeoompanied  by  two, 
men  onfiri  leaving  others  to  guard  the  boat*   It  was  Banday,  and  I 

wished  Wt  a  little  relaxation  from  the  duties  to  wliich  I  had,  for  some 

iverks,  HO  n<^sitliioi!^]v  npplird  mvsrlf:  we  thrreforr  stroUrd  leisurelv 
into  the  interior,  uulii  \vc  arrived  in  view  of  tlie  \  alk  v  hf  lare  men- 
tioned. Here  we  discovered  n  bind  of  aboiu  two  iiundred  native 
Pittagonians,  all  on  horseback,  aiieudmg  to  a  drove  of  about  ihreo 
thoosand  goanacoes. 

With  such  inadequate  sapporl*  and  being  at  least  eight  miles  irom 
roy  Te^isel,  I  thought  it  most  prudent  to  avoid  an  interview  with  this 
formidable  band  of  equestrian  hrrdsmen,  of  whose  amicable  (!i<;posi- 
tion  i  had  not  the  means  of  gaining  a?surfmce.  Under  diirtrcm  cir- 
rnmstances,  however,  I  think  1  might  have  made  a  lucrative  specula- 
tion, bv  purchasing  of  them  the  skins  'Of  wild  cattle,  foxes,  nutria,  and 
^anacoes.  Aa  ii  was,  acting  on  the  prineitde  that  ^'diseireiiaii  is  tho 
better  part  of  vatonr,**  we  concealed  onraelves  in  some  undsrbrtish ; 
when,  w  ithout  being  seen  ourselves,  wc  could  ob8er%'e  the  movements 
and  study  tike  appearance  and  costume  of  this  aingniar  pcopk  at  our 
leisure. 

Their  stature  was  of  ilic  common  measurement,  say  from  five  feet 
ten  inches  to  six  feet ;  a  few  might  have  boasted  three  or  four  more 
mehesi  but  their  atrerago  height  was  about  six  ftet  Their  complcK- 
ioa  was  of  a  deep  copper-colour,  similar  to  the  aborigines  of  our  owa 

country,  with  long,  straijrht,  black  hair,  which  did  not  appear  to  have 
any  of  proprrtirs  of  "hog's  bristles,"  as  one  navigator  h^s  repre- 
sented, bui  siili  and  pliabie.  They  were  all  wrll-mRde,  roln.'^t,  and 
athletic  ;  but  i  was  not  near  enougli  to  observe  that  rcrnarkubie  dumnu- 
ttvmcss  of  hands  and  feet  which  has  been  aUributed  to  the  formidable 
giants  of  Patagoma. 

They  were  pnerally  clothed  in  si  ins  of  the  gnanaco,  or  some 
other  animal,  with  the  flesh  Hide  out.  These  appeared  to  be  con6ned 
to  the  \ycAy  by  a  narrow  strip  of  the  same  material,  but  by  what  kind 
of  f.i>rcninf{  I  co\iliI  not  ascertain.  Some  of  them,  however,  were 
evidenily  clad  in  ciuiit  of  some  kind  or  other;  whether  of  their  omi 
manufacture  or  not,4l.is  difilcuh  to  conjecture.  The  shape  and  fash- 
ion of  their  doth  garments,  howevw,  must  be  peenUar  to  tfaemadves. 
From  the  opportunity  I  had  of  inspecting  thcm»  I  should  agree  with 
the  description  of  Captain  Wallace, — that  this  apparel  was  a  square 
piece  of  cloth  made  of  \hp  dow  nv  linir  of  the  orianaco,  through  which 
a  hole  was  cut  out  for  the  head,  wuii  buir  hhp^  lor  the  arms,  and  tlio 
rest,  sustained  by  tite  shoulders,  hnng  down  m  folds  to  the  kuecii,  or 
was  conined  to  the  body  with  a  girdle.  Many  of  them  had  a  kind 
^  legging  or  bttsfcai»  made  of  akait  ratendtng  fiom  tht  lop  of  tho 
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'cdf  to  Ibe  foot.  Their  horses,  which  displayed  a  great  deal  of  spirit,* 
^ere  not  of  (he  largest  size,  but  handsomely  formed,  and  in  excellent' 
condition.  The  bridles  were  similar  to  our  Iialiers,  made  of  a  ihong 
-of  skin ;  but  whether  their  bits  and  spurs  were  of  wood,  or  any  other 
materiali  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  determine.  Something  like  a 
•addle  formed  a  scat  for  the  rider,  who  managed  his  ammal  widi 
BHieh  taot  and  deiteiity*  aiMl  rode  with  an  ease  and  graee  not  taeily 
no(|iiired  \if  art* 

f    8ome  voya?ers  have  swggv^tnl  that  these  Indians  of  Patagonia  are 
descendaiiU  oi  ilic  natives  ot  the  Canary  Islands,  who  were  all  a  tall 
people ;  and  it  is  said  that  they  bury  their  .dead  on  the  eastern  shores, 
as  iookmg  to  the  country  of  tlicir  ancestors.   I  liare  found  several  of, 
•these  graves  on  the  Atlantic  coast  of  Patagonia«  covered  with  large 
hUBp9  of  stones  to  gaaid  the  bodies  (rom  tM  ravages  of  wild  beasts.' 
But  if  this  circumsumee  proves  any  thing,  it  is  tlie  fact  that  all  un- 
C!vili7ed  people  have  a  superstitious  veneration  or  reverence  for  the 
cast.    Boufl-ainville  assiL^ns  them  a  (lifferent  origin,  and  sn!rf:^p«;ts-  that 
they  miglit  Jiave  sprung  lioui  ilie  Tartars,  as  ia  their  roanuiig  propen- 
sities and  equestrian  habits  they  much  resemble  that  people.    If  reports 
Im  fine,  they  are  also  like  the  Tartars  in  another  respect— that  oC  • 
pittanng  caravans  and  robhing  travellers.  i 
ifat  tkeir  life  is  pastoral  as  well  as  predatory  I  have  no  doubt ; 
as  they  are  frequently  seen  in  such  companies  as  I  have  just  de- 
Bcribcd,  watchincf  over  their  flocks  or  hcriK*  of  giianacocs  wliile  they 
are  grazing,  surrouiuUng  ihcm  on  liorscbaik,  and  arresting  snch  as 
eeem  disposed  to  desert  the  fold,    'i'hose  not  actually  employed  in 
this  particular  secvlee  are  grazing  their  borsest  or  refreshing  Uiem* 
selves. 

It  ia  highly  probable  that  when  the  grassy  nutriment  becomes  ex- 
hausted in  one  valley  they  remove  to  another ;  like  tlie  sons  of  Jacob, 
wliose  flocks  having  exan«5ted  the  vnle'^  of  Hebron  and  Shee hem,  de- 
parted thence,  and  said,  Let  ns  go  to  Doth  an."  In  this  respect  they 
resemble  the  Arabs,  among  whom,  says  the  Kev.  Michael  liussel,  a 
pastorsl  and  predatory  life  **is  accounted  far  more  nc^le  than  that 
which  leads  to  a  residence  tn  towns,  or  even  in  villages.  They  think 
it,  aa  Arvieux  remarks,  more  congenial  to  liberty ;  because  the  man 
vlio  ^  hU  his  herds  ranges  the  desert  at  large,  will  be  far  less  likely 
to  bubnui  to  oppression  than  people  with  lionses  and  lands."  In 
another  place  the  same  exceUent  writer  observes  that  the  life  of  a 
migratory  shepherd  or  herdsman  **  has  a  very  close  alliance  with  the 
hahits  of  a  freebooter;  and  the  attentive  reader  of  the  ancient  histoiy 
of  the  Israelttes  will  recollect  many  instances  wherein  the  descendants 
of  Isaac  gave  ample  proof  of  thrir  relationship  to  the  posterity  of 
Ishrancl  The  character  of  Abimeleeh  the  son  of  Cfideon,  for  ex- 
ample, cannot  be  viewed  in  any  oilier  light  than  that  of  a  captain  of 
marauders/*  ' 

But  whether  the  Patagonians  be  s]iephcrdt>  or  robbers,  or  both— 
whether  they  be  descended  from  the  ancient  natives  of  the  Canaries, 
the  Tartars  of  Northern  Alia,  the  Araba  of  its  sonthem  regions,  or 
the  lost  tribes  of  Israel— or  aie  the  natural  piodactioa  of  the  ie|^ 
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ihcy  iuhalHfr— «ne  Ua^g  is  o«riutt»  that  aboiil  two  hiadM  ef  4mw 

cO|ipcr-cH)Ioiir€<i  gcutlctfien  kept  tfarae  himgry  Chnsiians  fasting  in  a 
bunch  of  underbrush  for  ibc  best  part  of  a  Snhbntli-fby.  As  they 
im'iicod  no  inlciuion  of  rfintij^ing  fhcir  wmnui,  we  were  compelled  lo 
fiold  a"!,  ilie  Irajii  movement  on  our  p^it  would  ai  once  have  ex- 
poi»eU  our  per«»ons  lo  vkw ;  iuiil  ihat  might  possibly  liavc  been  auendcd 
with  a  baiud  which  I  was  not  then  prepared  lo  iaoir.  We  iheidhw 
thought  proper  to  remain  in  our  place  of  concealment  until  we  coiiMl 
leave  it  under  the  cover  of  darkness.  This  we  finally  effected,  and 
Arrived  safe  on  board  the  schooner  at  about  three  o*elock  in 
morning. 

October  \4fl(. — Having  enjoyed  UiC  refreshment  of  focnl  and  nleep 
a&er  our  adveulme  of  yesterday,  we  prepared  to  Icavp  i>anta  Ciaz ; 
^ad  at  eteren  o'clock  A.  M.  were  again  under  way  and  stoering  Irani 
tlie  mouth  of  the  livert  being  now  within  forty-ilve  leagues  oi  Oaye 
Virgjni,  the  northern  pomt  of  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  wliere  our  sur- 
vey was  to  !« rininate,  nniil  wc  had  paid  a  fisit  to  the  FalJdand 
Island*;,  and  alter  tliat  to  the  Antarctic  Seas. 

At  about  sixty  miles  30utli  from  Sanu  Cruz  is  Taiui  Vareila,  whence 
the  shore  runs  S.  by  E.  to  the  river  Gallegos.  "nus  part  of  the  coast 
js  one  oontinaed  chain  of  rocks  and  nefa,  which  ainleh  partly  acMSo 
the  entrance  of  the  river  just  named.  In  steering  along  here  in  the 
iiight  it  is  ne  cessary  to  give  the  sliore  a  good  berth.  The  entrance  of 
the  river  Gallegos  is  in  lat.  54°  4?'  ,  Ion;?.  69^  2'  Variation 
per  azimuth  23^  15'  easterly.  From  hence  the  coast  ivnds  to  E.S.E. 
about  illty  miles,  lo  Cape  Virgin,  the  northern  bomidary  oi  the  straits, 
as  before  mentioned ;  and  so  diUed  by  Magellan  because  lie  discovered 
it  on  the  feast  of  St.  Ursula. 

I  OeUiber  16///  .— Having  thus  thoionghly  examined  the  coast  of  Fata- 
gonia  from  Cape  Corrientes  to  Cajn'  Virgin,  keeping  the  boats  con- 
stantly in-shore,  while  the  schooner  lol lowed  them  at  from  two  to  lliree 
miles*  distance,  we  prepared,  in  conrormity  to  my  instructions,  to  visit 
tlie  Falkland  liiauds.  Accordingly,  at  eleven  o'clock  A.M.  wc  look 
our  dc^rture  from  Cape  Virgin,  and  steered  an  easterly  ooune,  with 
the  wmd  W.  by  and  fair  weather ;  and  on  Friday,  the  18th»  at 
noon,  we  arrived  in  safely  ai  New  Island,  one  of  the  Falkland  gTOQp» 
and  cast  anchor  on  its  eastern  side,  in  Shallop  Cove,  in  iliree  fntiioms 
of  water.  Here  we  lound  the  second  mate  of  the  schooner  Henry, 
of  New- York,  with  two  ol"  her  crew,  gatherins  e<?c:s.  Tfie  reader 
Will  recoiled  that  this  vessel  was*  couummded  by  my  old  Itieud  Cap- 
tain JdhnsoQ,  and  le£tNcw*Yock about tht  time  tbat  wedU.  Ca|itam 
J.  waa  now  OB  a  aix  wedts*  cnuie  in  seiidt  of  the  Ainmi  Islanlla 
but  wiihont  aueceas. 
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CHAPTER  lU. 

aula,  Al^airo.«,  A: c. -Description  of  a  South  Sr  .  Rooken^-^V^?!?^  7pn?; 
W-«hooiu..  ]iuIlocl«  and  (Joe«e-Depariu.c  from  PoS  Louislk  s.^ro 
fcr  the  Aurora  Islands— Perilous  Situation  wiwm  Ic«l»er«~Ker£uleii'«  I 

al^  F^Uand  Iskndg  foma  giw^  ui  the  iiouth  Adantic 

Ocean  about  eighty  leagues  east  from  Cape  Vh^n,  on  tbe  Straits  oi' 

Mn^eWm  :  extending  north  and  south  from  lat.  50-  58'  to  52<»  46'  S 
and  eai.f  and  ivest  from  loii^.  57^  32'  to  GP  29'  W     Thevwe»>  firM 
jeenia  by  Captain  Davis,  who  sa.krl  .ndrr  thr  cTrmn^^d  ^ 

mr  Hioaus  Cavendi^,  and  two  years  auerward  In  .Su  j^idiRrd  Haw- 

suocwsively  seeu  by  oiiier  navigators, 
wdi  as  Dampier,  Cowky.  StMng.  The  Ittter  gave  Uiem  their 
present  name,  in  honour  of  Viscount  FaUdand.  * 

:« J^f !  aPP«^«^^.e  wimtever  of  these  ialaiids  having  ofir  been 
inhabited  previous  to  their  discover}  by  Europeans ;  and  die  naW 
torewhojrs^t  iaiided  on  their  shores  found  the  animals  so  lofally  Sn- 

the  han4,  «id  ersD  settlod  upon  Oie  heads  of  the  people.  ^ 
The  first  attempt  at  settling  these  islaods  was  made  by  ike  French 
alter  losm^  Canada,  in  1763,  .vho  selected  them  as  TplU^f  she^^^^ 
and  refresiiment  ior  vessels  bound  to  the  South  Seas.*^  For  uSs  «S1 
poseihey  established  a  Iml.  colony  on  the  eastern  island,  at  Ber£ey 
SSSiS' ^i^fy  clenonuuated  the  Bay  of  Ach.ron.  Tw^^ca^ 
l^wwird  the  British  look  possession  of  these  islands,  and  settled  i 
colony  m  Port  EgBioW.  But  neither  attempt  succeeded  TheFreieh 
abfnlnT.)'*^**^*     the  Spaiii«ds1n  1767,  and  thfEngh^ 
abandoned  t  Virs,  as  useless,  m  1774.    The  whole  oountnr  is  llOW 
c  aimed  hv  Dm  government  of  Buenos  Ayies.  of  whomTWht  be 
purchased  on  advantageous  terms.  ™*"*  ^ 

rt  ^oiTl  ''^''V}'''  '"'gilt  be  made  of  iliis  country. 

J  ne  soil  18  good,  dear  of  rocks,  and  susceptible  of  easy  tillar^e  and 

etn^T^^^^^   Y^'T  ^'^^  ^  ili!^erL:aTrd 

c^ta^m  f  J^'  T!^  "^'^  '}'^  I         tilled  wild 

Lu^h  L  ll       ^T'^      produced  from  sixty  to  seventy  pounds  of 

lenrpeaT^r^'L^vhlSi&w'ell  ''"""'"^^     abundance  of  e^cei-^ 

ofTeri'TnM'?)  •^T'*?'*^  aahibfiotis,  fiee  fimn  the  extreme* 
Of  heat  or  rold,  though  subject  to  frequent  rams  and  atonur  wb 
-The  sod  is  eveo-Hhere  weU  watered  by  nnaiqg  afrtamT^dob 


Digitized  by  Google 


60  '  THE  PENGUIN  AND  'ALBAT8088L  [1622. 

MW  fiozcn ;  and  ihc  ice  on  ihe  lakes  is  srl(!om  su/Tjciontly  strong  to 
sustain  the  weight  of  a  man.  There  arc  numerous  excellent  and 
commodious  harbours,  and  IVesh  wuicr,  of  a  good  quality,  iu  any 
quantities  desired.  WoacJ,  however,  caiuioi  be  obtained  at  any  of 
them,  except  it  be  drift  wood.  Each  of  the  islands  aboonds  wiih  wild 
lioneB,  catde,  hogs,  foxes,  vabbits,  geese,  teal,  ducks,  rooks,  nellieet 
albatross,  mollymois,  petrel,  penguins,  and  shags ;  besides  a  variety 
of  land  bird*^.  Some  fine  sea-elcphants,  togcthnr  with  fur  and  hair- 
seal,  are  found  on  the  shores,  and  a  variety  oif  scaie^iish  may  be  taken 
from  the  waters. 

There  is  a  tail  grass  grows  here,  and  lussacks,  or  flag-grass,  brui>h- 
wood,  and  ahnibs,  some  of  whidi  bear  berries  of  a  fleasant  aeid 
ilavoar ;  alto  cdery,  eresaeSy  sorrel,  and  a  plant  which  some  call  the 
tea-plant,  as  it  makes  an  excellent  beverage  of  a  similar  flavour. 
There  is  another  vegetable  CHllcd  sappinctte,  or  the  vamixh  plant ;  it 
has  tho  appparancp  of  .1  given  hillock,  rising  about  three  feet  above 
the  surface  of  tiic  ground,  and  there  exudes  from  it  a  resinous  sub* 
stance,  which  m  flavour  and  odour  resembles  gum-ammonlae. 

The  feathered  tribes  areverr  nomerona  on  these  lonely  isles  of  the 
BOUthem  hnmiiiphere,  bodiin  the  South  Seas  and  in  the  SoutTi  Pacific 
•Ocean.  Of  penguins  there  are  four  kinds  wliicrh  resort  to  ihf  I'alkland 
Island"  ;  viz.  die  king  pen^oin,  the  macaroni,  the  jackass,  and  the  rook- 
ery. The  first  of  these  is  much  larger  than  a  goose  ;  tlie  other  threo 
are  smaller,  ditTering  in  appearance  in  several  particulars,  i'iiey  ail  walk 
upright,  as  their  legs  project  iiom  their  bodies  In  the  same  dureetion 
-wnh  their  tails ;  and  when  flfly  or  more  of  them  are  moving  in  file^ 
ihey  appear  at  a  distance  like  a  company  of  juvenile  soldiers.  They 
carry  their  heads  high,  with  their  wings  drooping  like  two  arms.  As 
the  feathers  on  the  breast  are  dehcatcly  white,  wiili  a  Hno  of  black 
mnnhig  across  the  crop,  ihey  have  been  aptly  compared,  when  seen 
at  a  liule  distance,  to  a  company  of  children  with  white  aprons  tied 
rotmd  their  waists  with  blaek  strings.  This  feathered  animal  m^  be 
said  to  combine  the  qualities  of  men,  fishes,  and  fowls :  upright  Uka 
the  first ;  their  wings  and  feet  acting  the  part  of  fins,  like  the  second  ; 
and  furnished  with  bills  and  feather?^,  like  the  tliird.  Their  gait  on 
land,  however,  is  very  awkward;  more  so  than  that  of  a  jack-tar  just 
landed  from  a  iiong  voyage  ;  their  legs  not  being  much  better  adapted 
for  walking  than  their  w  liigs  are  for  flying. 

The  next  moat  remarkable  bird  io  be  ibnnd  on  these  shores  is  the 
penguin^s  intimate  associate  and  most  particular  friend,  the  albatross. 
This  is  one  of  ihc  largest  and  most  formidable  of  the  Sotjtli  sV  i  h'mh  ; 
being  of  the  gull  kind,  and  taking  its  prey  upon  the  wing.  Like  many 
other  oceanic  birds,  the  albatross  never  eomes  011  land  except  for  tiie 
purpose  of  breeding  ;  when  the  attachment  that  exists  between  it  and 
ihe  penguin  is  eviuMd  in  many/emarkable  instances ;  ii^bed  it  seems 
as  firm  at  any  that  can  be  nmned  by  the  sineerest  fiiends.  Their 
nests  are  constructed  with  great  uniformity  near  to  each  oUier ;  that 
of  the  albatross  heinr^  always  in  the  rrntrc  of  a  little  "qmre,  formed 
by  thn  nests  of  tour  penguins.    But  more  of  this  in  its  proper  place. 

Another  sea-fowl  pecuUar  to  these  islands  m  cidied  the  upland 
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goose,  and  is  abool  the  sise  of  our  doniMtic  geese ;  very  palatable 
when  eeehed,  bdng  sweet,  tender,  end  Juicy.   Their  plunitM  ie  ridk 

and  glossy ;  that  of  the  gander  e  dazzhng  white ;  liis  bill  bemg  tbmt 
and  black,  and  his  fcft  yol!ow.  The  edges  of  the  feathers  which 
cover  his  breast  iind  neck  are  black.  The  do^vn  is  nearly  eqwA  to 
that  of  ihe  swaii,  and  would  make  beautiful  tnmniiiig  ior  ladies'  dresses. 
Bui  ihc  doNvn  of  the  albatross  is  superior  to  any  thing  of  tiie  kind  that 
I  hare  ever  seen ;  though  that  of  the  shag  approaches  the  nearsst  to 
it  in  qiudity.  If  anv  method  could  be  invented  to  divest  it  of  that 
^sagreeable  fishy  oo»ar  peculiar  to  all  oceanic  birds^  it  would  be  the 
most  vnliinhlc  down  ever  bro\igh?  to  this  country;  and  I  believe  that 
their  teaihcrs  migiit  hfi  m.idv  equally  as  valuable  as  geese  feathers. 

The  teal  is  Ukewise  found  here,  and  far  surpassing  in  beauty  those 
of  this  country.  Their  bills  and  feet  are  blue ;  their  wines  of  a  golden 
green;  andihephnnageof  their  bodies BieiebriUiant  and  diiubgthaB 
Uiat  of  the  pintado.  The  docks  are  similar  to  those  of  our  own 
country.  There  is  also  a  goose  here,  called  the  lowland  goose,  which 
somewhat  resemblf^s  our  tame  geese.  The  males  are  of  a  variegated 
hue,  a  kind  ot  laixiure  oi  whire  and  dark  qray,  chiefly  white.  The 
females  are  mostly  gray,  and  resemble  iht  braiit  of  the  United  States* 
They  are  not  quite  so  large  as  onr  geese,  and  feed  on  shellfish  anl 
rock  kelp,  which  ffives  thehr  flesh  a  very  mipleasant  flavour. 

Oei,  19^ — On  the  day  after  our  arrival  at  New  Island,  all  hands 
were  set  to  work,  in  the  discharge  of  their  peculiar  and  various  dutie?- 
Apart  of  the  crew  were  engaged  in  rehtiing  the  scliooner,  by  repairing 
her  sails,  rigging,  &,c.  Another  part  were  occupied  in  fillnig  water  ; 
and  the  remainder  were  employed  in  gathering  eggs  from  the  rookeries 
on  the  back  side  of  the  ialand.  As  the  latter  piooess  is  not  destitute 
of  inCeiest,  I  shaU  take  this  opportunity  to  tnake  the  reader  better 
acquainted  with  a  South  Sea  rookery,  which  is  certainly  a  great  cmiosity. 
Indeed  I  know  of  few  peculiarities  in  the  hi«toi  y  of  animated  nature 
that  are  better  calctdated  to  lead  a  reflecting  mmd  to  a  serious  coi> 
templation  of  the  merciful  economy  of  Providence,  in  his  government 
of  the  creatures  to  which  he  has  given  eadsteace,  than  the  one  ni^w 
mder  eonsideraiion. 

I   By  turning  beck  to  the  Introdttctoiy  Sketch,'*  page  iiiv.,  the  reader 

will  fmd  in  a  note  my  definition  of  tlie  word  rooktry,  as  applied  Uy 
certain  oceanic  animah.    ft  is  a  temporary  encampment  of  such  ani- 
mals, for  the  purpose  ot  l)rmging  forth  thrW  young  ;  and  they  unite  ia 
immense  ntunbers,  and  with  great  industry  lu  construct  it. 
I   When  s  snfllcient  number  of  penguins,  albatross,  &c.  are  assembled 
on  the  shore,  after  a  deliberate  consultation  on  the  subject,  they  pro^ 
ceed  to  the  execution  of  tlie  grand  purpose  Ar  which  th^  M  tnc^ 
favourite  element.    In  ilie  first  place,  they  carefuUy  select  aievel  piece 
of  <;  i  (nui<i,  of  suitable  extent,  often  comprising  four  or  five  acres,  an<I 
as  near  the  water  as  practicable  j  always  preferring  that  which  is  the 
least  eneombered  with  stones,  and  other  hard  substances,  with  whicb 
It  would  be  dangerous  to  have  their  eggs  come  in  ooniaet.  As  seo« 
as  tiMy  are  satisfied  on  this  point,  they  proceed  to  lay  oot  the  plan  ef 
ihw  projected  cQewnpinait;  indudi  task  they  eoiniNnoe  1^  tnM^ 
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-witi  defined  panBdogmi«  of  sofficieot  magnkude  to  accommodate 

the  "whole  fratemin-,  say  from  one  to  five  acres.  One  side  of  this 
square  runs  pHrHllel  with  the  \vater*s  edge ;  and  is  always  leit  open 
lor  egress  and  regress  ;  the  other  three  sides  are  dififereuUy  arranged. 

Tbese  industrious  feathered  labourers  next  proceed  to  clear  ail  the 
gnMBd  within  the  Mjnaie  from  obstroctioiie  of  every  lund;  piekuig 
ttp  the  stones  in  iheir  bills,  and  careloUy  depositing  them  oulside  of 
the  lines  before  mentioned,  until  they  sometimes,  by  this  means,  create 
-quite  n  little  wall  on  i]\ree  sides  of  the  ^ookeni^  Within  this  range 
of  sfoiir-.  and  riibbi-^li  \lwy  form  a  j)aili\vay,  six  or  eight  feei  in  width, 
^  and  33  smootli  as  any  of  the  paved  or  gravcUed  walks  in  tiie  New^ 
'  Toik  Patk,  or  on  the  Baoeiy.  This  path  is  for  a  general  proBMnide 
by  day,  and  for  the  sentinels  to  patrol  at  night. 

Having  tfane  finished  their  little  works  of  defenee  on  the  three  land- 
sides,  they  next  lay  out  the  \v!ioIe  area  in  little  squarr«^  of  equal  sizes, 
formed  by  narrow  paths  which  cross  each  oilier  at  right  angles,  a!iJ 
«which  arc  also  made  very  smooth.  At  each  intersection  of  these 
paths  an  albatross  constructs  her  nest,  wliiic  in  the  centre  of  each  little 
mpun  is  a  penguin's  nest ;  so  that  each  albatross  is  sanwnided  fay 
mrpngiias;  Mid  each  pengi^ 

directions.  In  this  regular  manner  is  the  whole  area  occupied  by  these 
feathered  sojourners,  of  different  species ;  leaving,  at  convenient  dis^ 
tances,  accommodations-  for  some  other  kinds  of  oceanic  birds,  snch  as 
ihe  shag,  or  green  cormoraut,  uud  auotlier  wliich  the  seamen  call  Nelly. 

•  AlthoQgh  the  pengton  and  the  albatross  are  on  such  intiaiate  teaM« 
and  appear  to  be  so  affeetioiiately  and  sineerdy  atsaohed  to  eadi  odur, 
Jimf  not  only  form  their  nests  in  a  very  difierent  maaner*  bai  the  pen- 
guin will  even  rob  her  friend's  nest  whenever  she  has  an  opportunity. 
The  penguin's  nest  is  merely  a  slight  excavation  in  the  r  n  th,  just  deep 
enough  to  prevent  her  single  egg  rolling  from  its  pninuive  position; 
v/hde  ilic  albatross  throws  up  a  little  mound  of  eartli,  grass,  and  shells, 
eight  or  ten  inches  higfa«  ana  about  the  aixe  of  a  water^NKket,  on  Hie 
munit  of  ^Hiich  she  fonns  her  nest,  and  thus  Itois  domi  upon  her 
Mftrest  neighbours  and  best  friends. 

None  of  the  nests  in  these  rookeries  arc  ever  Ifft  unoccupied  for  h. 
oin^le  inoinent,  until  the  eggs  arc  hatched  arid  tlie  young  ones  old 
enough  to  take  care  of  Uiemselves.  The  male  goes  to  sea  m  search 
of  food  until  his  himg^  is  appeased ;  he  then  promptly  returns  and 
afleetionaleiy  takes  the  plaee  of  his  mate,  while  ahe  lesoita  lo  the 
same  element  ftr  the  like  pmpose.   In  the  interehange  of  these  kind 

.  office-,  they  so  roTitrive  it  as  not  to  leave  the  eggs  imrovprcd  nt  nl!  ; 

•  the  ])i  rs(  ut  iiu'umbeut  (say  the  female)  making  room  Ici  the  partner 
of  her  cares  and  pleasmcs  on  liis  return  from  the  sea,  while  he  nestles 
in  by  her  side  umil  the  eggs  are  completely  covered  by  bis  feathers. 
By  this  pveeaalion  they  prevent  thenr  egfs  being  stolen  by  the  other 
hiidstWiucfa  would  be  the  caae  were  they  1^  exposed ;  for  the  leiBaks 
are  eo  ai^itionsof  prodocmg  a  large  fuaMy  at  once,  that  they  rob  each 
other  whenever  they  have  an  opportunity.  Simihr  depredations  are 
also  eommittefl  by  a  bird  calU  d  ihr  rook,  which  is  equally  nusrliicvmjs 
Sin  Uie  sBonkey.    Tike  royal  pengum  is  generally  foremost  ux  felomes 
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of  this  description,  and  never  noglccts  an  oppattimiiy  of  robbing  a 

neighbour.  Indeed,  it  often  happens  ihat  when  the  pcrio<l  of  incuba- 
tion is  terminated,  tlie  young  brood  will  consisi  of  three  or  four  diffrr- 
ent  kinds  of  birds  m  one  uest.  'I'iiis  is  strong  circumstantial  evidence 
that  the  parent  bird  is  not  more  honest  than  her  neighbours. 

To  stand  at  a  little  distance  and  observe  the  movements  of  the  buda 
in  these  rookeries,  is  not  only  amusing^  but  edifying,  and  even  affect* 
ing.  The  spectacle  is  truly  worthy  ihc  contemplation  of  a  philosophic 
mind.  You  will  sec  fliem  marcliino  round  the  encainpmrnt  in  the 
outside  path,  or  public  i>romcuailc,  in  pairs,  or  in  squads  oi  tour,  "^ix, 
or  eigiit^  forcibly  reminding  you  of  ollicers  and  subalterns  on  a  pai  ade 
day.  At  the  same  time,  the  eamo,  fo^etyt  ia  in  eoothiiial  motion; 
some  penguins  passing  dirough  the  different  pathst  or  aUeyst  on  thoir 
return  from  an  aquatic  excursion,  eager  to  carasa  their  mates  afler  a 
temporary  absence ;  while  the  latter  are  passing  out,  in  their  turn,  in 
quest  of  refreshment  and  recreation.  At  the  same  time,  the  nir  is 
almost  darJieued  by  an  immense  number  of  the  albatross  hovering  over 
the  rookety  like  a  dense  cloud,  some  continually  lighting  and  meeting 
their  oompanions,  while  others  are  constantly  rising  and  shaping  their 
course  for  the  sea* 

To  see  these  creatures  of  the  ocean  so  faithfully  discharge  the 
various  duties  assigned  them  by  the  great  Creator ;  to  witness  their 
a/Tectionale  mcetiiifis  alter  a  short  absence  on  their  natural  element ; 
to  observe  their  numerous  liuie  acts  of  icnderuess  and  courtesy  to  each 
Other ; — all  this,  and  much  more  tiiat  might  be  mentioned,  is  truly 
interesting  and  affecting  to  the  contemplative  and  sjrmpatfaetie  spectator.. 
I  have  observed  them  for  hours  together,  and  could  not  help  tliinking 
that  if  there  was  only  a<?  much  order,  harmony,  and  genuine  alTectioii 
between  wedded  pairs  of  the  human  race,  as  tiiere  is  among  these 
feaiJiercd  people,  tJie  connubial  state  \ronl(l  then  indeed  be  "all  that 
we  dream  of  heaven."  A  moral  philosopher  could  not,  perhaps,  be 
more  uaeOiUy  employed,  for  a  few  days,  than  in  contemplating  the 
movements  and  operations  of  a  South  Sea  rookeiyt  and  mariung  the- 
aimost  incredible  order  and  regularity  with  whicli  every  thing  is  per- 
formed. Such  a  spectator  could  not  fail  to  confess,  that  so  wondoifttl 
an  instinct  must  be  •*  the  Divinity  which  siirs  within"  ihem. 

October  — The  schooner  Henry,  Captain  Johnson,  who  had  been 
vainly  cruising  for  six  weeks  iu  search  of  ihc  Aui  ora  Islands,"  returned 
to  New  IfUzm  on  Wednesday*  die  23d.  Daring  his  absence*  Mr. 
George  Noble,  second  mate  of  the  Henr}-,  and  the  two  men  left  with 
him  at  New  fsland»had  sueceeded  in  gathering  a  sudlcient  quantity  of 
eggs  to  supply  their  schooner,  and  our  men  liad  not  been  inactive  in 
the  same  cmpioj-ment.  These  eggs,  when  packed  in  salt,  will  keep 
good  a  long  while,  and  are  quite  a  lu\ur>-  to  those  who  have  been  con- 
fined to  salt  provisions  for  aiiy  length  ol  ume.  • 

New  ishuid,  on  the  eaat  aide  of  wfaieh  both  vessels  were  now  csnsr- 
hanled  and  refitted,  is,  with  the  eaUMplion  of  the  Jaaons,  the  imKft 
wctteriy  of  the  Falkland  gioiip,  lymg  in  loof.  61°  ao^  W.,  while  te- 
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most^cMhterly  pcMnt  of  tliem.  called  Cape  St.  Philip's,  is  in  lonji.  57^  32'. 
The  wholf  gro\ip  lies  easu  rly  from  the  Sirait4>  of  Ma^elian,  ai  ihe 
distmuce  oi  .about  three  iiundred  and  thirty  mileSt  cOMMtiiig  of  two 
iargv  iflfirflf  of  very  irregular  shape,  and  more  than  •evenly  leagues  in 
oirctunierence,  with  a  uundier  of  anMll  ones  scattered  around  them. 

Th^e  two  large  islands  arc  separated  by  a  channel  called  Falkland 
8ound,  ninninjT  brt^recn  thcin  hi  a  soutli-west  and  north-easterly  direc- 
lioD,  -ihom  twelve  leagues  in  length,  and  from  one  to  three  in  breadth. 
Thi:i  chaiinei  or  sound  has  niany  liulc  islands  in  it,  on  iL»  soutli-east 
«ide,  and  aevanl  oilMfa  near  the  opposite  ahoteb  Of  the  two  prin- 
ce islands,  or  naloons,  the  most  western  (or  rather  north-westem) 
as  called  the  Eyglidi  Malooii,  and  corapnses  many  excellent  ports  oa 
ever}'  side  of  it ;  particularly  one,  on  tlic  nonh  ^vest,  called  Port  Eg- 
Biont,  where  the  English  established  n  rolony  m  1764,  wliich  they 
abandoned  in  1774.  This  harbour  is  well  sheitered  by  several  small 
itilands  which  lie  in  ironi  of  ii. 

The  other  largo  island  on  the  sooih-^aatem  aide  of  FalUand  Sound 
is  odled  the  Spanish  Maloon,  or  Soledad,  or  the  Eastern  Falkland, 
it  is  tweuty<4bor  leagues  in  length  from  N.N.E.  to  S.S.W.,  but  quite 
narrow  in  several  places,  one  of  which  is  reduced  to  an  isthmus.  On 
tiic  north-en '^t  side  of  the  {Spanish  Maloon  is  Berkley  Sound,  or  the 
Puerto  dc  Id  Soledad  of  the  Spaniards,  where  M.  BougaiuvUle  estab- 
lished his  French  seiileaient  in  1764,  which  was  aAerward  ceded  to 
<he  Spsniards.  It  is  alao  called  Port  Loois  Bay.  This  harbour  is 
out  nules  wide  at  ita  enlranee»  and  extends  in  to  the  westward  about 
four  and  a  half  leagues.  Some  rocky,  flata  lie  oiT  the  bay,  but  they 
are  not  dangerous.  When  advanced  half-way  within  the  sound,  you 
will  perceive  some  small  islatids,  called  8ea-lian's  Islands,  which  you 
may  pass  on  either  side  wiiiiout  danger  or  duhculty,  keeping  two 
•<^les'  length  from  the  sliore.  From  the  mouth  of  the  bay  to  the 
anchorage,  the  defMdi  of  water  lessens  gradually  from  forty  to  four 
Atfaoms ;  here  3rou  may  choose  your  own  anchorage,  only  keep  clear 
-of  the  kelp  or  rock-weed. 

To  the  eastward  and  s$oulliwaixl  oi  Soledad  are  nm\y  dangers. 
Vessels,  therefore,  that  are  passing  along  this  coast  slioidd  always 
give  the  iolund  a  good  berlli  iu  the  night ;  buL  m  daylighl  they  may 
i>Ilow  the  courae  of  the  ahore  by  keeping  just  ontside  the  kelp,  whidi 
will  senre  them  instead  of  a  branch  pih)t,  as  there  are  no  himn  dan- 
gars  among  tfatSse  islanda  where  there  is  no  kelp  to  be«een.  There 
is  an  island  lying  off  to  the  south,  about  seven  leagues  from  Soledad, 
ncatirhcsne  Island,  in  lat.  52^  42'  S.,  lonfj.  58^  ii'  15"  W. 
'i'lns  irslaud  is  barren,  and  !kis  dprp  water  all  aroiuui  if.  Ou  its  shores 
are  found  fur-seal,  and  many  iundsi  of  oceanic  birds  m  the  moulting 
season.  It  waa  ao  named  by  Mona.  Beanchesne  Gouin,  a  French  navi- 
gator, in  1S90« 

To  tlie  north-west  of  the  Falkland  Islands  are  several  small  islands 
called  the  Jasons,  wliich  are  frequently  the  first  land  made  in  coming 
from  the  northward.  There  are  many  passages  hcv  of-n  rlicm,  bnt  so 
lined  with  rocks  and  ilani^ct  -  as  to  bo  unsafe  lor  strangers.  Tho 
corth-vsi'si  J  anon  is  lu  iuu  al'  b.^  long.  61^  ^5'  W. 
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*n  stalling  for  the  ^vest  part  of  the  Falklands,  a  ressel  shotild  €ll* 
dcHvour  to  mnkf  iat.  36'  y.,  aud  long.  61^  50'  W. ;  then,  by  strrring 
«fue  east,  slie  will  make  New  Is) und  right  ahead.  To  enter  liie  harbour 
on  the  eastern  sidct  it  is  advisable  to  pass  round  two  biuall  islands 
lying  about  ft  mile  aind  a  half  to  the  north  of  Now  Iilaail;  then  haul 
«p  to  the  Muthwaidt  tad  pass  whhin  half  a  milo  of  ito  nortb-oatt  ox- 
tnadly,  after  which  you  will  leave  a  small  bay  on  tho  atarboaid 
qmrtrr,  nntl  thrn  open  shi[>  harbour,  w  ithin  which  you  may  anchor  in 
from  SIX  to  i\ucv.  fuihoms  of  water,  uuuldy  round.  JSiiipa,  however, 
may  lie  in  perlVc  t  safety  in  ten  laihoms  of  water,  Mitli  Peat  Island 
bearing  W.S.W.,  diaiaut  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  clay  bottom.  Cape 
Poieiral  ia  oate  oonihof  NewIaiaiid,atidihfro  ia  a  passage  betweoa 
thorn. 

In  entering  Falkland  Sound  from  the  south-west,  there  are  three 
islands  on  the  starboard  side,  one  of  which,  called  Eagle  Island,  lias 
been  tlie  scene  of  a  drama  unparalleled  in  ffic  aunak  of  navigation 
for  ingratitude,  treachery,  and  perfidy.  J  allude  to  the  treatment  re- 
ceived by  Captain  Charles  U.  Bamaid,  of  New- York,  from  the  officers 
and  ciow  of  an  Eiulisfa  shiiH  whom  he  had  nrerioiwly  rasened  from 
all  the  horrors'  of  Mipwfeeh  on  a  desolate  iaund.  In  return  for  his 
kind  offices,  they  treacherously  seized  his  vessel  and  uradc  tlieir 
escape,  leaving  him  and  apart  of  his  crow  to  endure  all  the  privations 
and  suflTerin^s  from  which  he  had  nobly  preserved  Captain 
Bamard^s  narrative  of  this  horrible  transaction  is  before  tlie  pubhc,  and 
ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  every  leader.  For  neariy  two  ^ ears  ho 
was  ^»mpdkd  to  drag  oat  a  nuserafalo  eristenco  on  an  UBtfibabited 
island,  in  as  high  a  south  latitude  as  Kamnohatka  is  m  the  north.  i 
i  Tliis  unnr^fnr^l  art  of  perfidy  m-rs  pcrpetratrd  in  thr  year  1813, 
some  time  m  the  month  of  April,  while  Capi:\iii  B;unard  was  enfraged 
in  a  sealing  voyaere  at  the  Falklajid  Islands,  in  a  bng  li  om  New-York, 
called  the  jVauiua.  On  the  9th  of  February  previous,  ilie  liruisli  sliip 
IsabeUa,  on  her  passage  from  Pm  Jackson,  New  South  Wales,  to 
LondoBt  had  been  wredted  on  Eagle  Island,  a  place  where  navigatoia 
seldom  looch.  From  that  tune  until  they  were  reliefed  by  the  noblo 
exertions  of  Captain  Barnard,  the  officers,  passengers,  and  crew  of 
the  Isabella  remained  on  this  uninhabited  and  inhospitable  island,  with 
no  prospect  bclore  ihtm  l>ut  an  uncertain  period  of  precarious  subsist- 
ence, to  terminate  in  a  tearful  dealli  from  c<^  or  famine,  or  both 
oomblned.  There  wen  serenl  females  among  them  to  shave  the 
same  late.  •  i 

«  Captain  B.  had  laid  hie  brig  up  in  Bamard*s  Harbemv  iiid  wae  in 
search  of  seal  at  Fox  Bay,  opposite  Eagle  Island,  in  a  smalt  ahalkp 
built  for  that  purpose,  when  his  attention  was  jittrr^rtcd  hy  a  rising 
smoke  on  the  other  side  the  strait.  Siispectingf  the  r(  ;il  c-  luse  of  this 
unusual  appearance,  aud  prompted  by  his  characteristic  benevolence 
^  heart,  he  immeyeleir  1 1  uni  J  FaBdand  Soand  in  his  ahaPop  for  the 
purpose  of  relievh^  die  airfferera,  whoever  iher  might  ptove  to  he. 
His  errand  of  mere}*  was  succeaaliil ;  and  the^^  they  pvored  to  he 
eoh^eets  of  fiagiand,  with  whom  ear  eountry  wsa  then  at  war,  the 
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benevolent  purpose  of  (  apiani  Barnnrd  remained  tmchaugeiL  Bui 
-    fcere  I  must  stop,  and  reter  the  reader  to  tlie  narrative. 

I  October  26/ A. — Having,  in  due  time,  AiiiM  OTeriiaiiliog  our  sails 
wnA  rigging,  ol>Miaed  a  solleiem  supply  of  freah  wstert  taa  taken  on 
Iboard  twenty^oight  barrels  of  albitnMs'  egga  packed  io  ealt,  we  pro» 
posed  leaving  our  present  anchorage.  Accordingly,  on  Saturday,  the 
SOth,  at  two  o''-](vk,  P.  M.,  we  got  undrr  way,  and  steered  for  Port 
Louis,  in  Berklry  .Sound,  lat.  51°  31'  8  ,  lorig.'58^2'  W  .  Jor  the  pur. 
pose  ot'  obtaining  some  fresh  provisions  ol  a  more  substantial  kind,  such 
88  wfldeetUe,  geese,  Ae.  We  passed  throng^  teVeij Out  and  Wesi* 
|Knnt  Harbour,  then  ahmg  Tamer  Pass,  doubled  Cape  Dolphiiit  and 
passed  St.  Salvador  Bay  to  Cape  de  Barn,  which  fonna  the  Donhem 

side  of  Berkley  Soimrl 

October  29lh. — We  arrived  at  Port  l.ouis  Harbour,  or  bay,  on  ']\ies- 
liay,  the  29th,  and  at  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  came  to  anchor  in  three  Uihoms 
of  water,  near  the  ruhis  of  St.  Louis.  It  was  here  the  French  planted 
their  little  ecAony  in  1764*  as  already  mentioned.  They  eaUed  thin 
sound  the  Bay  of  Aeheron*  but  whetlier  with  any  referenee  to  the  sod 
of  Ceres,  I  have  never  been  informed.  It  may  be  mentioned,  however, 
as  somewhat  coincident,  that  there  is  a  Httle  strait  at  tlie  north  side  of 
the  English  Maloon,  which  we  passed  through,  ctillcd  i  i»  IPs  Backdoor. 
This  French  colony,  I  believe,  never  amomited  to  more  liian  one  hun- 
flred  and  Hfty  souls,  and  the  remains  of  about  thirty  of  itieir  houses  are 
atin  stsnding. 

•    At  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  sent  the  crew  ashore  in  search  of  wild  cattle^ 

ponUr\-,  vfcc.  At  nine,  tJiey  returned  with  two  fine  bullocks,  and  two 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  «(eese.  On  the  followi!io  day,  at  three,  A. 
M.,  the  boats  were  again  inaTirtf^d  and  despatched  on  the  same  errand. 
They  returned  at  ten,  P.  M.,  wuli  ihi  ve  fat  buUocks,  aad  tiuee  hundred 
and  seventeen  geese. 

'  Ooaher  dlj<.— The  next  day,  Tburaday,  being  8tonny»  it  was 
not  thought  advisable  to  send  the  en  w  en  sikore,  but  to  hieop  them 

rmployed  in  dressing  the  ffnme  tliey  had  alri  ;i(!v  taken.  On  Fri- 
day morning,  however,  ^^trni  having  subsided,  iluy  started  on  au- 
other  cxciir5>ion,  at  three  o'clock,  hut  ditl  not  return  until  the  fallowing 
day,  at  hve,  P.M.,  when  iliey  brought  wiili  them  tluree  more  bullocks, 

anit  two  hundred  and  thiny-seven  geese. 

t  JVipsemftar  Sd.>*  Being  now  supplied  with  pnvisiona  and  eveij  tUng 
necessary  for  a  voyage  of  disoovery,  except  fnd,  of  whidi  we  were 
somewhat  deficient,  preparations  were  made  for  a  cruise  in  search  of 
the  Atironi  Islands.  Accordingly,  on  Saturday,  ihe  2d  of  November, 
at  six,  P.  M.,  we  got  underway,  and  left  I'ori  ixiuis  Bay,  shaping  our 
course  towards  the  south  and  east,  w  iih  the  wind  from  the  soutli-wei»t 
wad  Mrweatfaer.  TheHeniy  was  to  sail  the  same  efaning,  in  search 
«f  new  lands  to  the  west. 

We  continue<I  on  our  course,  between  somh  and  east,  witli  fresh 
w'mtU  Ifom  W.S.W.  to  W.N.W.,  attended  with  snow  and  hail-squalls,  and 
a  loii^'  re?rHhr  •^ea-swell  running  from  S.W.  by  W,  On  the  6th  we 
cr©sse<l  ihe  spot  uhn  h  ilic  Atirora  Inlands  were  supposed  to  occupy, 
without  meeiuig  uu^  ladicuuons  ut  land.    After  rmming  to  the  east,U  * 
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ihc  parallel  of  45'  S.,  hs  f  ir  ?.s  43"  ,10'  W.,  we  stood  10  the  north, 
to  lamude  52^  30',  when  \v«^  luuk  ilie  w  inU  from  south-east,  and  made 
a  west  course,  keeping  ia  ilie  lust  parallel,  by  double  altitudes,  every 
opportunity,  both  mocniiig  and  evcniiig,  and  meiidian  altitudes  of  the 
noon  and  di^erant  platiets.  We  oootinned  making  a  west  coune  mtil 
we  were  in  long.  50^  22'  W.,  wlieu  we  steered  to  the  south  until  we 
were  in  latitude  53''  10',  and  ran  down  in  that  parallel  to  the  long,  of 
40^  0'  VV.,  keeping  one  man  at  the  masthead  day  and  ni^ht.  All  our 
labours,  however,  were  uusur  cessful.  These  tanlaiizjijg  Auroras  still 
eluded  our  searcii,  and  were  uowhere  to  be  seen.  Wc  therefore  re- 
Ivcuotly  inade  up  our  mmds  that  no  such  land  existed  ia  the  location 
assigned  to  it. 

It  being  more  than  probable  that  same  of  my  readers  Iiave  never 
he^rd  of  these  celebratrfl  i'-lnndn,  as  it  is  quite  problematical  whether 
any  our  ha«j  ever  seen  them,  tlu^  may  lie  a  proper  place  to  give  some 
account  of  tlie  circumstances  \vhi«*h  have  hul  &a  many  navigators  to 
waale  days  and  weeks  iu  search  of  them.  The  commauder  ol  a  ship 
called  the  Auvora^is  said  to  ba?e  given  to  tliese 

 •inrBMhinia 

A  tocMl  iMbitatloii  and  «  mme. 

This  was  in  the  year  1762.  In  the  publications  of  the  8panish  **  Royal 
Hvdro^rraphical  Society  of  Madrid,*'  for  1809,  it  i:i  said  tlial  these 
isiaiidb  were  seen  again  iu  1790,  "  by  the  &hip  l*rince:bj>,  belonging  to 
the  Koyal  Philippine  Company,  Captain  Manuel  de  Uy arvido;  who 
showed  us  his  journal  in  I.ima,^  say  the  publisheray  and  gave  US 
some  information  with  regard  to  their  situation.  In  1794  the  corvette 
Atrevida  went  purposely  to  .sidKitc  them  :  having  prnt  ti^cd  in  tlieir 
immediate  vicinity,  from  (he  twmfv  last  to  the  tweiny-seventh  of 
Janiiar}%  all  tlie  ueccssar)  ohser\  anons,  and  measured  by  cluronome- 
tcrs  tlie  difference  of  longitude  between  these  islands  and  the  port  of 
Medad,  in  the  Mahiinaa  (or  Falkland  Isles).  The  ishmds  are  three ; 
they  are  very  nearly  in  the  saine  mendian ;  the  centre  one  b  rather 
low,  and  the  other  two  may  be  seen  at  nine  leagues*  distance.'* 

ArcordiiifT  to  the  observ.itions  and  cali  iilaiions  s.iiil  to  ]ia\  e  been 
nuule  ui!  hoard  this  corvette  Airevida,  ihe  mn>[  ssouiht  ni  of  tiieso  islands 
m  in  latitude  53^  15'  22"  .S.,  h»ug.  47  la  '  W. ;  the  most  northern 
bt  latimde  62°  37'  24  '  S.,  long.  47  '  43  15'  W. ;  and  the  centre  one 
hi  latitnle  40"      long.  47"^  55'  Id"  W.   These  ihlands  were 

also  seen  in  1769,  by  the  ship  San  Migud  ;  In  1774,  by  the  ship  AlV> 
it)ra;  in  1779,  by  the  Pearl ;  and  in  1799rby  the  DokffCS.  Ailagm 
that  their  mean  latitiule  is  al>out  53^  H. 

In  <  on«e*pienee  ol  ilie  eredibility  of  such  (]oeument«>,  published  fay 
auLhumy  of  the  ISpamsli  government,  my  worthy  fiieud  Captain  Jauics 
Wedddt  «f  the  English  navy,  made  a  strict  search  for  these  islands  im 
|ggOi»  sailing  Anr  that  purpose  from  8l  iohtt*s,  m  Btatsn  Land,  on  the 
liianijy  nainiih  of  January.  In  c<lVBkidin>,'  the  a«!count  of  his  cruise, 
he  says,  Having  thus  diligently  searched  thronsih  ilie  supposed 
sitnation  of  the  Auroras,  I  eoncluded  that  the  diN<  i>\  1 1  er^  mmt  have 
btcjA  misled  by  appearaaecs ;  I  there! ore  coosideicU  any  luriher  cruitf 
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to  be  an  improvident  waste  of  time."  Captain  Johnson  and  myself 
iMTiiig  eich  made  a  similar  saurdi  with  tqmA  fidelii>-  and  with  n» 
better  auceess,  were  both  compelled  to  adopt  the  aame  opinioii.  The 
reputed  discoverers  muetbaveiniBtaken  three  floetiiig  icebergs  with  earth 
attaciied  to  their  sides*  and  covered  with  snow  on  their  tops,  for  so 
many  islands. 

Nnvembtf  18//'. — Having  thus  wasted  more  than  fsftecn  da)  a  lu  at- 
icmpting  to  di:^cover  this  terra  incognita^  and  being  now  fully  conviuced 
that  any  further  sesrch  would  be  e<]ualiy  firuitleMt  we  abandoned  the 
pursuit ;  and  on  Mondafi  the  eiglileenth  of  November,  steered  for  the 
\A'mt\  of  Souih  (Jeorgia,  where  wc  safely  airived on  Wednesdayf  the 
20Lii,  and  came  to  anchor  in  Wasp^s  Harbour,  on  tlie  north  side  of  the 
island,  at  one  o'clock,  P.  M.  At  two,  P.  M.,  1  sent  the  heats  in  search 
of  seal;  but  after  an  absence  of  three  days  ihey  relumed  unsuccess- 
ful, on  Sunday,  tlie  l^^  euty-fourth,  at  ten,  A.  M.,  having  circumnavigated 
the  wliole  ieland  without  discovering  a  single  seal.  • 

South  Georgia  is  an  island  in  the  Southern  Ocean,  bearing  E.  \sff 
8.  from  the  Falklands,  distant  about  260  leagues.  Nearly  half-way 
between  the  two,  in  a  diipft  lino,  is  the  nupposed  situation  of  the  Au- 
roras. The  island  of  ►Souih  (Georgia  was  ijrst  discovered  by  La  Roche, 
in  1675 ;  but  not  explored  uniii  one  Imndred  years  afterward,  when  it 
was  aiieutively  examined  by  the  celebrated  Captain  Cook,  who 
named  it  in  honour  of  the  King  of  England.  It  is  of  an  oblong 
bhape,  extending  S.E.  by  E.,  and  N.W.  by  W. ;  thirQr-4me  lesgues  in 
lengili,  wliilc  its  greatest  breadth  is  nearly  ten  leagues;  its  wliole 
circumference  being  aboiH  seventy  leagues.  Wnsp's  Harbour,  where 
we  now  lay  at  anchor,  la  in  lat.  54°  68'  N.,  Um^i.  38  25  W.  The 
sides  of  this  island  are  deeply  indented  by  bays,  some  of  them  so  deep 
on  opposite  sides  as  almost  to  meet  in  the  emtre.  The  monntshis  sw 
My,  and  the  tops  perpetually  cofvered  with  snow ;  but  in  the  vaUeya 
there  grows  a  strong-biaded  grass  in  great  plenty. 

Nm  rmher  24fA. — The  sole  object  of  our  visit  to  this  cheerless  port  - 
being  frustrated  by  tlie  absence  of  sm!,  ^vr  wciLHied  anrhnr  on  Sunday, 
the  21th,  and  proceeded  to  sea,  ylccruig  an  eastern  course  lor  Bouvette's 
Island,  so  caiicd  from  being  first  seen  by  tliat  navigator  in  October, 
1808.  It  lies  nearly  due  east  from  Soutli  Georgia,  beingin  lat.  84^ 
10'  8.,  long.  8^  II'  £. ;  about  four  hundfed  leagues  8.S.W.  ton  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope»  and  nearly  on  the  meridian  of  Toolon,  in  France. 
We  continued  our  course,  with  variable  winds  and  occasional  hea^y 
weather,  attended  willi  much  snow  and  hail, until  Fridav,  sixth  of  Dc- 
ceniber,  wlien  we  saw  the  island  for  which  we  were  bound,  be  u  nig 
£.S.£.|  distant  one  league.  This  was  at  two,  P.  M.,  and  at  three 
o*elock  the  next  morning  I  sent  the  aeoond  mate  with  a  wdlosnned 
boat  to  search  lor  seal  on  the  shofcs  of  4w  Islsiid,  with  oideia,  if  he 
found  any,  to  see  if  Aey  wera  tame,  and  to  latmii  imnwdiit^  wliit 
information. 

December  6th* — At  seven  o'clock,  A .  M.,  the  boat  rctumed  ^viili  eighty 
fur-seal  skins  of  a  superior  qnalltv :  and  the  officer  infonned  nic  that 
the  seal  were  perfectly  tame ;  so  much  so,  that  they  would  come  up  and 
play  among  the  men  who  were  skinning  their  companions.   At  eight 
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eVlocki  A.  Mm  the  boats  were  manned  ami  aent  on  s>hore  to  itiibh  taking 
the  jtdiets  of  thoee  Mil  whicb  had  baeo  Mdeid  on  the  beaoh  bjthe 
Ihst  partjr.  t 
RelyiDg  on  the  oorreotneM  of  my  ofllcer^s  repoit,  I  naturally  con- 

€"!n(^e(^  thnt  there  wore  soni  in  suffirient  numbers  on  this  island,  not 
only  to  complete  the  cargo  of  our  present  voyage,  but  also  to  furnish 
cargoes  lor  many  others ;  the  island  being  at  least  twenty-five  miles 
in  drctimference.    The  island  of  Masafuero,  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  of 
lAout  the  same  dhnenaioiMt  haa  been  known  to  piodnee  iqnrarda  of. 
tluve  miUidlia.    Here  also,  at  Bouvette*a  Uand,  on  the  western  shore, 
was  fine  anchorage  inside  of  the  immense  number  of  ice-iBlands  which 
lay  in  that  quarter,  from  one  to  three  miles  ofT^shore,  all  of  them 
aground  in  from  ten  to  one  hundred  fathoms  of  water,    ^me  of  these 
ice-islands  were  a  mile  iu  circumference,  and  lay  so  cl(^e  to  each 
Other  that  it  waa  with  difficulty  we  got  the  vessel  between  them  to  the 
nehorage  aUoded  to.  We  fiaaUv  aaeeeeded,  howem»  and  anefaoied 
on  the  nortli-we.  t  side  of  the  t8Miiid»ui  seventeen  fiiAoov  of  water, 
aboTit  half  a  mile  from  the  shore.    In  this  situation  we  lay  entirely 
»firltc»red,  by  the  ice-islands  on  one  "side  and  Rotivrtte's  on  the  Other* 
from  whatever  point  of  tlie  comptiss  thf*  wind  might  blow. 
I    At  nine,  P.  M.,  the  boats  returned  with  one  hundred  and  twelve  clap- 
nateh  and  wig-skins ;  and  on  themonungof  the  ei^th,  at  three,  A.  M., 
I  again  sent  the  boats  on  ahore  to  eumme  the  island,  and  diseover 
aome  new  aeal-iookeries.   But  to  our  extreme  disappoinimettt  and 
mortification,  after  nailing  completely  round  the  island,  not  another 
spot  cov\ld  be  foimd  on  which  a  seal  rould  land ;  the  ahoies  being 
eitlier  perpendicular  or  covered  by  projecting  cliifs. 
i    This  island  is  evidently  oi  volcanic  origin ;  even  the  rocks  having 
bewi  melted  by  foraier  empckma  into  a  complete  mass  of  lava,  pre- 
aentmg  the  appearanee  of  blue  and  green  glass.   There  are  some 
small  spots  of  vegetation  on  the  hill-s^es ;  Irat  the  mountain,  which 
risrs  nbont  three  thousand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  is  covered  with 
pmaiee-sione — that  spongy,  light,  crumbling  substance,  whirh  is  {gene- 
rally cast  out  from  ilie  volcanic  entrails  of  burning  mountains.  Who 
can  declare  how  many  ages  have  elapsed  since  the  llres  were  e?c- 
tmguished  whieh  onoe  raged  m  the  bosom  of  this  mountain  I — He 
alone  who  laid  the  fiNmdatiaoa  of  the  earth.   The  shoies  of  Uiis  island 
abound  wiih  fish,  and  innmnerable  oeeanie  birds  frequent  the  rocks 
and  irebertrs  in  their  lirceding season.   I  have  no  doubt  that  there  is  some 
other  land  in  the  vicmity  of  this ;  and  I  think  the  most  likely  place  to 
seek  for  it  would  he  to  the  south. 

I  December  8<A. — At  seven  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  Sun  J  ay,  tiie  eighth,  we 
got  rnider  war,  and  loft  this  inhospitable  island  i  steering  to  the  south 
and  east,  widi  a  6ne  bveeie  fiom  the  aoinh-weit.  and  fth^  weather, 
which  continned  until  Thmaday,  the  twiUttv  when  the  wind  corn* 
>  menced  h!owin<:^  n  sUong  bieeie  fion  the  noith*oaal,  ananded  with  n 
tliick  snow-storm. 

Dfcember  13^A.— On  Friday,  the  13th,  being  in  latitude  60^  U'  S., 
long.  10^  23'  E.,  the  wind  m<Klerated,  and  the  ^^  rather  became  clear; 
nt  whidi  tiflw  we  found  oiurselves  m  the  midst  of  a  vast  field  of  drift- 
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inf  ie<,fraqi  which  avMt,  in  ahnMi  Mry  dkeeikim  •terated  ialanda^ 
or  rath«r  itoattng  mmuiUiiM,  of  the  same  glittering  naierial.  Our 

r^ituation  now  was  extremely  perilous,  while  the  prospect  aroimd  ue 
was  at  onfc  appalling,  snhlimn,  and  beiutifiil.  All  thai  we  have  ever 
>-rntl  of  iHiry  palaces,  ami  rastlr^  wiiii  lowers  of  cr\^slal,  s\irinouated 
by  turrets  and  miiiaret»  vi  ihc  whitest  silver,  may  lurui^h  bome  idea 
of  the  scene  of  oeadMioiie  brilUancy  which  now  sturroiuided  t».  The 
mining  mm  riMme.npon  thtm  obliquely,  and  their  inegular  aides  re* 
lli  cred  its  rays  in  a  variety  of  gay  coloiurB ;  but  we  were  not  ao  nneh 
(!;i/zlr(l  Uy  their  beamy  as  rdnrfiied  at  their  proximity,  as  lar^'f'  iiinsses 
ol'ire  and  snow  were  frequently  falling  from  thrir  sununits  witii  a  tre- 
jneiidous  crash  on  the  field-ice  below,  of  magaiiude  and  wci^ln  suffi- 
cient to  sink  a  sliip  of  idie  Wgest  size,  aliould  iiuch  a  one  unlortuuately 
he  kmA  m  die  line  of  ils  descent.  Happily  finr  us,  it  waa  neariiy 
eahn, 

December  14/A.— l^ie  morning  sun  of  Saturday  rose  upon  tlir  ^anm 

acene  of  danger  and  sublimity  whidi  '^mTorn^lrd  i;'-  thn  day  before;, 
and  whif*h  his  first  henm  lighted  up  mio  ii>  loinu  i  brauiy  and  splen* 
dour.  Tins  soon  received  au  additional  charm  irum  ihe  presence  of  a 
vast  number  of  sea  birds ;  among  which  we  recognised  the  albatross, 
Kelly,  sen-hen^  Port  Egnaont  hen,  white  pigeon,  wue  petrel,  iee-birdsy 
and  pengnins;  Perceiving  the  water  to  be  mtich  diecoloured  in  the 
openmgs  between  the  ice,  we  tried  for  soundings  ;  but  found  no  bottom 
with  one  hundred  and  twenty  fathonT^  of  line.  A  great  number  of 
right  whales,  tin-ba<*k':.  n!id  porpoises  siiowed  themselves  in  the  clear 
water  beyond  the  uiargiii  of  the  crystal  held  in  which  we  were  detained, 
and  it  is  needless  to  add  that  we  envied  them  their  situation  and  liberty. 
The  weather  was  still  mild  and  pleasant ;  hot  we  knew  not  at  what 
IMNHent  it  might  change  its  aspect.  It  has  been  justly  observed  thai 
•'a  coinbinaiion  of  tliick  breather,  a  strong  gale  of  wind,  and  a  tem- 
ppstiuMis  sea,  crn^^  fles!  with  detached  })iccrH  of  ice,  each  of  which  is 
enveloped  in  a  thick  -spray  raised  by  the  da^>lung  of  the  waves,  presents 
one  of  tlie  most  terrific  uavigauon&  that  can  be  conceived."  Had  a 
gale  of  wind  ariasn  in  our  sitnation,  our  navigation  wonld  have  been 
still  more  terrific,  owing  to  the  ice^slands  around  us* 

Deemher  I5th. — On  the  following  morning,  which  was  Sunday,  our 
prospect  of  liberation  was  somewhat  brightened,  as  the  vast  sheen  of 
ice  wfijrh  for  two  days  iiad  evinced  such  alrndency  to  ^^dlievc  together 
as  to  keep  our  vessel  wcdgrd  in  het\vppu  them,  began  lo  separate  a 
little.*  'i  akuig  advantage  of  Uii:>  iavourable  circumstauce  we  made  > 
every  exertion  to  free  ourselves  from  a  sitnation  that  was  far  from  b^ 
ing  enviable.  These  exertions  were  at  length  erownedwtth  sucecea ; 
so  that  at  fev,  P.  M.,  we  found  omelves  once  more  m  clear  water,, 
when  wc  could  gaze  back  i^on  the  scene  of  danger,  and  congratulate 
ourselvca  on  the  jprovidsntiai  escape.   The  vessel  had  anffured  bu( 

i 

*  **  A  t«n4eney  to  MpvMhinaltra^  takes  place  to  tin  4iM  daring  ItfiPe^nepUy  bapyeM. 

ftai  a  «liip  in  compleif-ly  b<  »et ,  and  unable  to  more  ka  any  dirrctlM ;  waA  uaffKf^  wgaws^^ypt- 
TtM  «aiiM.  tbe  i«  m  totally  iiwpened,  and  an  ofm  aaa  pwnnul  a»  waay.  •I*'. 
fewxnclit:?  ui  ih.ckiMsa  isftaniu«ni  to  rendef  a  ntup  immorrablc.   If,  onoBr  WM^OtlXmiMm^n  im 
Ma  Mraoc  «©  be  broken  fcy  atNMt,  recoonw  im  aoowtinwa  fmi  t»il»  it^Qtitmotmmmmmmwtn.* 
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iMe  injurys  except  in  her  copper,  wbidi  wee  nmoh  danuiged  by  tlw 
sharp  edges  of  (be  ice,  as  we  crowded  her  through  it. 

As  the  season  rot  yet  sirfRcicntly  advanrrd  in  ]^pnnit  onr  pro- 
ceeding farther  souUi  at  present,  i\m\  it  hfinir  ik  <  e'^sary  to  repair  oir 
sails  and  iigKiug  before  \\c  commeiiced  our  antarctic  ciuise,  1  conclutiej 
to  sieer  for  Kerguleu  «  Land,  otherwise  called  the  island  of  Desola- 
tioiHHiot  a  veiy  enlicing  cognomoB^  biit  qpuie  conveiuent  Ibr  ourpres*  ^ 
enc  purpose.  It  is  an  island  of  the  Sottdieiii  Indian  Ocean,  lying  in 
hsitode  4SP  41'  S.,  long.  69=>  4'  E. 

As  this  narrative  m^y  fall  into  the  hands  of  some  who  are  not  practi- 
cal navigators,  norevc]!  i  roiicienti*  in  the  science  of  geography,  I  ihmk 
it  expedient  to  be  a  iiiile  more  explicit  than  aiiv  of  niy  predecessors  have 
been,  in  pointing  out  the  situation  of  some  of  the  most  prominent  and 
fieqnented  of  the  South  Sea  islands.  For  this  purpose  I  vill  take  the 
.  southern  eitremity  of  South  America  as  a  starting  point ;  for  every  one 
■^vho  hcis  ever  looked  at  a  map  of  tlic  world  knoM  s  that  this  continent 
extends  tariher  to  the  south  than  any  part  ol  Asiii  oi  Airica.  Let  us 
lake  our  depurture,  then,  from  Cape  Virgin,  whu  li  lonns  the  northern 
pomi  of  Magellan's  Strait,  iu  latitude  52°  20'  S.,  about  two  huudred 
■ules  aofth  of  Cape  Horn,  and  sail  in  an  easterly  direction  untfl  we 
eeoatone  hundred  and  S^tiy  degrses  ik  longitude.  In  doing  this,  we 
need  not  deviate  many  points  from  the  course  proposed,  in  order  to 
pass  ne-^r  the  follon  inij  islands,  viz.  the  Falklands,  M  hich  we  will 
leave  on  our  kit,  in  lautude  52^  23'  8.,  long.  58^  59'  W.  fiJouth 
Georgia  we  will  leave  on  our  right,  iu  iat.  54^  58'  S.,  long.  38°  25'  W. 
We  shA  also  kave  Sandwich  Land  (ar  to  Uie  right,  in  lat.  59''  30'  S.« 
long.tT>8(KW.  We  shall  then  evoss  the  meridian  of  GiMMnsh,  and 
pass  Botivettcl's  Island,  ly mg  in  laL  64^  19>*  8h  long.  1 1'  E.  Mahouts 
Tslanff,  with  its  neio^fibour  Prince  Edward's,  will  be  left  on  onr  larboard 
qii;irtt  r,  jit  kit.  46"^  53'  S,,  lon^r.  37^  46'  E.  ;  as  will  also  Tossession 
Island,  and  a  cluster  near  it  called  Crozet's  Islands,  ui  latitude  42^  69'  ■ 
S.,  long.  48  0  E.  A  few  hours'  sail  will  liien  bring  us  to  Kcrgu- 
Icn*^  U»d,  or  Hesotatkm  idand,  in  the  Southern  Indian  Ocean,  bear- 
ing 8outh«cast  fiom  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  distant  about  eight  hun* 
died  leagues. 

December  25th. — Our  pa^^^a^e  to  tliis  ii»land  was  retarded  by  con- 
trary winds,  which  often  increased  to  moderate  gales,  attended  ^rith 
occasional  hail-squalls  and  heavy  rains.  Tht  (  fleets  of  sueli  w  eather 
eoiild  easily  be  traced  in  tlie  weai  and  tear  ul  uur  sails  and  rigging. 
On  Wednesday  the  SSlh,  whieh  was  Ghristmas^ay,  we  weffs  u  111. 

«o»ara.iong.  <>o*»4rE. 

Drrtmhf^r  ^ist. — ^We  arrived  at  Keigiden*a  I.aiuf,  or  Deaolitioii 

Tshmd,  on  Tuesday,  the  3 1st  of  December;  and  at  9  P.M.  came  to 
anchor  in  four  fathoms  of  water,  ui  Chnstmas  Harhour.  Avhere  we  pro- 
pos^  to  Daas  the  renAainder  of  the  C  hiisiniHs  hoiydays,  wluch,  in  the 
aeMhem  hennsflieie,  occur  at  midsummer. 

^/aiwgyy  l8St.-^At  4  A.  If.  I  took  the  boats,  with  the  second 
<Aoer,  and  west  in  search  of  seal,  leaving  the  first  officer  and  three 
mrvt  to  take  care  of  the  vessel  and  repair  her  sails  and  rigging,  which 
^irttt  rcry  miKhoutof  fidertenihn  afanoMeoQtinnaig^if  wind 
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wtt  had  experienced  ■itte*  our  departm  Ihw  the  FaHkhaA  idandt  on 

the  2d  of  November. 

In  our  search  for  seal  wc  were  orciipied  more  ihan  a  week,  rowing 
and  sailing  round  the  iNl;uu!,  and  exiimming  every  beach  ;  but  our 
labours  were  not  crowned  with  any  great  success.  c  did  nut  see  in 
enr  whole  survey  more  than  thiee  ihsusandfuMealt  of  which  we  took 
two  faimdrod.  On  the  west  8ide«  however,  we  saw  about  four  thou- 
sand  aea-elephaiitSi  and  about  fifteen  hundred  on  the  east  side.  On  the 
former  f^idc  we  fow.ul  many  exceUcttt  harbour*.  We  retnmed  to  the 
vessel  on  Friday,  ihc  lOth* 


cHAFfER  nr. 

DeAoIation  Islarn?,  or  K*»rpilrTi\  Ijind — CbrUtmas  Harbour — Natural  Produc- 
tiona — Oceaiuc  Anuunis — Depnrtnrft  from  the  Islantl,  towards  Uie  South  Pole — 
Cross  the  Antarctic  (,'irclc — Procure  Trcsh  Water  from  the  Ice— StMT  forSuKj- 
wich-land — Candlcni  is  T  — Soutlipm  Thult- — Biiminfr  Volcanoes — Return  to 
the  Antarctic  Seas — MiUi  Temperature  of  the  Air  and  Water — No  Field-ice  in 
Lat.  70^  14'— lee-ntanli  and  leeborgs  ;  their  Fommtion— Pnetietbiiity  of 
xeadifav  the  Seoth  FbIb— New  Sooth  OrMBbnd—Statea  Land. 

Keroulen*s  LANOt  otherwise  cHlled  Dc^oiation  l!5iaiid,  was  llrst 
discovered  in  1772,  by  M.  de  Kergulen,  a  French  navigator,  who  mis- 
took  it  for  a  aoothem  continent,  and  so  reported  to  his  govemment; 
who  sent  him  back  in  the  following  3rear  to  give  his  new  discovery  a 
critical  examination,  survey  its  coasts,  ^c.  He  now  discovered  his 
mistakr,  and  at  the  same  time  some  small  islands  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
large  one.  Three  years  afterward  CHptuin  Cook  fell  in  with  the  same 
islands,  but  considered  Utem  of  little  luipuriauce.  It  wa^i  he  \shu 
named  the  principal  one  the  **  Island  of  Deeolation.**  My  own  ob* 
eemtions,  however,  have  led  me  to  condnde,  that  notwithtitanding  its 
natural  defeete  and  deM>late  chaiacter,  it  is  still  not  without  its  value. 

A*5  n  p!;\rc  of  rrpo-^r  for  the  wcalhei"-bcHto!i  m  iriner  ^vliosediity  calls 
liim  into  these  k  inou  sr  as,  I  know  its  worth  by  expciieiicc.  Its  safe 
and  coonnodious  harboiu-s,  with  abimdance  oi'  fresh  water,  are  aiono 
Bu/iicicnt  to  redeem  its  reputation.  i 

•  CQtriatmae  Haibour  is  the  first  that  is  met  wiih  on  the  east  ornortli- 
east  side  of  the  islaud  after  passing  Cape  Francois,  which  foniKs  the 
northern  side  of  this  haven, at  the  head  of  which  is  Wasp*^  Harbour. 
The  latter  is  a  small  basin,  completely  land-locked  widiin  itself,  into 
which  yon  can  carry  four  fathoms  of  water.  Here  yon  may  anchor  in 
iiom  ten  tu  three  fathoms,  clay  bottom ;  and  here  a  slup  uught  he  with 
ber  best  bower  ahead  at  all  seasons,  the  year  round,  in  perfect  safiny. 

^To  the  westwajd,  at  the  head  of  this  basin,  is  a  small  frssh  water 
river  of  an  excellent  quality,  fiom  which  a  ship  may  nil  any  quantity, 
and  w?.rp  it  along-side  with  one  hundred  fathoir"?  of  line.  In  iliis  covp, 
in  the  nionih  of  December  (corresponding  to  our  Juiu  ).  a  «hip  may 
be  supplied  with  any  <^uantity  of  pengums'  eggs  from  rookencs  wnhia 
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htif  %  inSe  of  her  anchorage.  On  the  islands  at  the  nMMiih  ni  the 

hay  are  rookeries  of  the  albatross,  &c.   There  ere  aleo  to  be  had 

here  some  Port  Egmont  hens,  sea-hens,  cape-pigcons,  blue  petrels, 
ducks,  teal,  and  the  Nelly,  most  of  wliiclx  are  palatable,  if  taken  when 
they  arc  young. 

Christmas  Harbour  may  be  known  &om  an^  other  harbour  in  the 
island  by  the  projecting  point  of  Gape  Firaa^ois,  whieh  tennhiates  in 
a  high  Toek,  perforated  quite  tfarougfa,  bo  as  to  form  a  natural  arch,  Uke 

Aat  of  a  gateway  or  brido^c.  The  outer  liarbour  is  only  open  to  east- 
rrlv  winds,  and  is  sheltcrrtl  hy  a  n\nnbcr  of  islands  about  six  miles 
from  tiie  anchorage,  whu-h  protect  it  from  any  sea  that  cmild  injure  a 
ship.  It  is  high  water  here  on  full  and  change  days  at  a  quarter 
paai  10  o'elodk.  The  entrance  of  the  harbour  ie  m  lat.  48«  40'  S., 
long.  69^  O'  E. 

Many  of  the  hills  on  this  island,  though  of  moderate  height*  were 

covered  ^vith  snow,  notwithstanding;  fhnt  the  season  was  now  midsum- 
nirv,  January,  corresponding  to  our  Jiil\ ,  Yet  still,  in  npproacliing  the 
harbour,  the  sunny  derlivities  of  the  snow-crowned  cuiinenecs  present 
many  <'.heeriug  spot^  ui  living  verdure.  This  appearance,  however, 
ia  a  promise  to  the  eye  soon  to  be  broken  to  die  hope ;  for  it  is  not 
the  grasqr  robe  which  nature  wears  in  almost  every  other  section  of  her 
domuiions.  The  illusion  is  caused  by  a  small  plant  resembling  saxifrage, 
which  grow^  npon  iho  Jiills  in  lart!:c  swelling  tufts,  on  a  kind  of  rotten 
turf.  Near  th<  baso  of  the  hills,  in  a  boggy  kind  of  soil,  is  another 
plant  pleniiiuiiy  scaiiered  about,  which  grows  to  the  height  of  nearly 
two  feet,  li  presents  tlie  appearance  of  a  small  cabbage  that  is  shoot* 
ing  into  seed,  end  has  the  watery  acrid  taste  imputed  to  it  hy  Mr.  An- 
d^son.*  Here  also  still  grows  the  androgynous  plant  mentioned  by 
the  sajne  ingenious  naturaHst  nearly  sixty  years  ago,  whose  remarks 
on  such  subjects  have  already,  and  will  frequently  in  llic  coui*se  of 
this  narrative,  supply  my  own  deficiency  in  the  science  of  natural  his- 
tory. I'he  coarse  grass  near  the  harbour,  the  moss,  the  lichen,  &c., 
are  aU  correetly  described ;  and  he  truly  observes  that  **  there  is  not 
the  appearanee  of  a  tree  or  shrob  on  the  whole  island.** 
'  Of  anunals,  besides  tliose  before  mentioned,  there  are  a  few  seal  of 
the  fur  and  hair  kinds,  and  numbers  of  sea-elephants.  These  am- 
phihinu^  nnimals  come  on  shore  in  tbo  month  of  November,  to  Imng 
lorih  and  nurse  their  yoting.  Ontln  -t  occasions  the  fcnrjlcs  are  po. 
litely  attended  by  their  respective  mule  partners,  who  meet  them  near 
the  shore  or  on  it,  where  they  remam  until  May.  They  often  fom 
their  rookeries  one  or  two  hundred  yards  from  the  water.  They  bring 
forth  their  yomig  and  nurse  them  in  the  same  manner  aa  the  eanine 
spf^'  ic*;  do  ;  ami  for  tn  o  weeks  after  llieir  birth  tlie  young  ones  are  as 
helpless  as  canine  pups  of  tlic  same  nge.  The  art  of  swimming,  it 
appears,  t:i  not  theirs  by  instinct,  n*?  they  know  nothing  about  it  until 
taught  by  their  parents.  Wlien  they  are  iliree  or  four  weeks  old,  the 
mothen  drag  them  to  the  waiwby  the  neek,  and  give  them  their  fintt 
leaeoD  in  the  scieiice  9i  aquatie  locomotioii. 
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Hiftf  eopolite  on  shore,  and  the  female  gcx  s  abral  ten  months  with 
young.  According  to  the  best  calculation  that  I  '-.m  make,  thov  srlJoiu 
produce  more  Uiau  one  pwp  at  a  birth,  and  ncs.  i  luuri  than  three  ;  and 
the  young  ones  never  come  on  shore  durijigihe  iirst  year  of  their  lives. 
As  10  the  age  thii>  animal  will  Uve,  it  is  diflicult  to  ascertain  with  my 
degree  of  cenainty ;  tmt  firom  my  oim  obtervatioiii,  I  sliould  fix  the 
period  of  their  greatest  longevity  at  thirty  yean. 

The  pnnctpflu  food  of  the  fur-seal  is  a  ilsli  called  the  squid,  the 
same  that  the  sperm  whale  feed';  n|>on.  The  hair-seal  and  the  sea- 
eIe]>haiH  f  eed  upon  varioug  kinds  of  scale-lish,  and  tiie  hair'Uon  oftea 
feeds  upon  penguuis. 

Of  the  feathered  tace  on  diia  island  penguins  are  the  moat  numeiQUi^ 
and  of  these  there  are  (bar  different  kinds.  The  largest  is  the  voyal 
or  king-penguin,  so  called  from  its  site,  beauty  of  plumage,  and  iire* 
pressible  pride :  in  these  respects  it  much  resembles  the  peacock. 
The  lieaJ  is  of  a  glossy  shining  black,  ilie  upper  pari  of  the  body  of  a 
leaden  gray,  the  under  part  of  ilic  purest  white,  and  the  feet  in  colour 
correspond  to  the  head.  Two  broad  stripes  of  a  fnie  bright  gioady 
yellow  deseend  from  the  head  to  the  breast;  the  bill  islong,  and  of  m 
rose  eolonr.  As  they  march  along  with  a  great  dealof  sel^complaecncyi 
"  dhey  will  frequently  look  down  Uieir  glossy  front  and  eides  to  contem^ 
plate  the  perfection  of  their  exterior  brilliancy,  to  adjust  a  rulHeU  featheft 
or  remove  any  speck  which  may  sully  their  spotless  attire. 

The  second  class  of  penguins  is  only  about  haii  tiie  size  of  the 
one  just  described.  The  upper  part  of  the  body  is  of  a  blackish  gray, 
witfi  a  white  spot  on  die  top  of  the  head ;  the  hill  and  feet  are  of  n 
yellow  tinge,  me  breast  white.  The  third  sort,  or  bicrested  penguin, 
is  black  upon  the  npper  part  of  the  back  and  throat ;  most  of  the  bod}', 
neck,  nnd  head  is  wliite,  excepting  the  lop  of  the  latter,  whirli  Is  orna- 
mented w  iih  a  fine  yellow  arch,  whicli  the  bird  can  erect  at  pleasure  as 
a  double  crest. 

The  shags  here  are  of  two  kinds,  one  of  wbicb  resembles  the  oor^ 
morant  or  water^arane,  the  oilier  has  a  Uackishback  and  a  white  belly. 
Here  are  also  sea^swallows,  terns,  common  set-gnUs,  Mother  Carey's 

chickens,  and  Mother  Carey's  geese,  or  the  great  petrel:  ihi^  lasr- 
named  bird  is  as  large  as  an  albafroNs,  and  is  cariuvorons,  feeding  on 
the  carcasses  of  dead  sealti  and  bird;<.  It  is  sometimes  called  the  os- 
prey -petrel,  or  breakbones.  It  oilcn  sails  close  to  the  siurface  of  the 
water,  with  its  wings  expanded,  yet  without  qipearing  to  move  tham. 
Th^  are  very  tame,  and  not  unpalatable  food.  I  have  also  freqnanily 
shot  and  eaten  the  white  bird  for  which  Mr.  Anderson  had  no  name, 
and  found  In  flesh  a  very  M'jjrernblr  «-iil»s!itute  for  saU  provisions.  It 
is  somewhat  larger  than  a  jji  lk  on,  u  iili  white  feet  and  a  black  bill. 

January  11 M. — We  returned  irom  our  sealing  excursion  round  the 
Island  of  Desolation  on  Friday,  the  1 0th ;  and  on  the  following  day  at  6 
P.  M.  again  got  under  way,  and  took  onr  departnie  froon  Ouiaiaaa 
Httbour,  steering  towards  the  south  and  east,  wafted  by  a  6ne  breeio 
from  W.S.W.  We  continued  this  course,  almost  constantly  attendetl 
by  light  snow-squalls,  for  ten  davs  ;  when,  in  lat.  62^  27'  S.,  long.  94* 
1 1'      we  fell  in  with  very  extensive  fields  of  ice,  one  of  which  would 
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have  measured  at  least  otu  hundred  and  fifty  miles  east  and  west.  In 
the  vicinity  oi  tliis  crysiai  plain  were  an  immense  number  of  icc- 
islands,  some  of  which  wm  of  an  extraordinaiT  mugiutude. 

Jummy  32(i— In  Older  to-avoid  aconcaet  with  the  enomooB  maaaea 
«f  iee  OB  our  ataiboard  bow,  we  were  obliged  to  alter  our  course,  and 
steer  more  to  the  north.  And  we  continnod  to  sail  in  this  direction 
until  we  were  in  lat.  58°  12  S.,  between  which  and  the  parallel  of 
60°  we  (.•untimicd  to  sail  eaaUvard  until  our  longLtude  was  one  hun- 
dred and  £>e\  cuLeca  degrees  cast  of  ihc  meridian  ui  Greenwich.  Wg 
then  again  changed  our  oourae»  and  ateered  to  the  south  imiil  the  lat 
-^7  Of  February. 

February  1st. — From  the  1 1th  day  of  January,  when  we  left  the 
I>land  of  Desolation,  to  the  31st,  we  had  hut  one  day  of  fair  weather; 
but  we  now  took  the  wind  fresh  from  t!ir  nnrdi-east,  with  an  atmosphere 
clear  and  pleasant,  liy  an  ohsii  v.tuou  ai  noon  we  were  in  laU  64® 
52'  S.,  long.  118'  27'  E.  The  wind  soon  frcbheued  to  an  eleven* 
knot  breeze,  and  we  embraced  thia  oppoituniiy  <>f  -making  to  the  west ; 
being,  however,  convinced  that  the  farther  we  went  south  beyond  lat. 
64^  the  leaa  ice  waato  be  apprehended,  we  ateered  a  Uttle  to  the  south- 
ward until  rr/?  crossed  the  antarctic  rrrr!>\  and  were  in  lat.  69^  11'  S., 
long.  48^  15'  E.  In  this  latitude  there  was  no  Jlt  Ul-ice^  and  wry  few 
ice-islands  in  sight.  "We  likewise  discovered  that  the  winds  in  tiiis  lati- 
tude blow  three-fourths  of  the  time  from  the  south-east,  or  the  oorth- 
eaat,  very  light,  and  attended  with  more  or  lew  anow,  eveiy  day ;  and 
that  tlie  weaterly  winda  were  aeeompanied  with  aevere  hail-squaUa, 

February  23^. — We  continued  steering  to  tlie  westward  with  evoy 
necessary  camion  until  4  P.  M.,  when  being  in  lat,  69^  42'  S.,  we 
crossed  the  meridian  of  Greenwich,  in  a  line  cleiir  day,  and  with  the 
wind  twin  S.E.  to  S.S.W.,  from  wiucii  (j^uarter  it  had  biovva  iur  the 
last  Ibor  daya.  We  now  ateered  for  the  north  and  west  for  Sandwich 
Land,  and  on  the  following  day  saw  many  bifda  of  different  huub,  each 
aa  the  albatross,  theNelly,  aea-hens,  and  penguins ;  heaidea  a  variety 
of  others  that  are  common  among  the  ice-islands. 

Fehruanj  2i  fh. — ^Monda}',  the  24ih  of  February  bein^  calm,  we 
lowered  one  of  our  boats,  and  supplied  the  vessel  with  fresh  water, 
irom  the  floating  ice  around  her.  We  hkewiae  tried  the  current,  and 
Ibund  it  aetting  £ie  north,  at  the  rate  of  about  the  eighth  of  a  mile  in 
an  hour,  mhiA  ia  equal  to  three  milea  in  twenty-four -hours.  We  had 
tiied  the  current  several  tunea  betwe^  the  meridian  of  Greenwich  and 
one  hundred  ar.d  eighteen  degrees  east;  but  always  found  it  setting-  in 
the  sajnc  direction,  and  with  the  same  velocity.  Our  sounding  gear 
lor  trying  tlie  current  consisted  of  a  very  larj^c  iron  pot,  of  fifteen  gal- 
lons* capacity,  and  a  line  of  one  hundred  and  hfty  Uiihonis  in  length. 
Lat^OS"  ly  S.,  long.  4*  ITW. 

JPaftniery  2M.-^We  continned  our  ooorae  for  Sandwich  Land,  hoping 
to  find  among  those  banen  ialanda  aome  driA-wood,  aa  well  as  seals. 
Fuel  we  were  much  in  want  of,  not  wishing  again  to  cross  tlie  antarc- 
tic circle  without  a  fresh  supply.  In  this  passa-^^c  we  saw  in  the  water 
many  seals,  wigs,  clap-matches,  and  yearlings — alMJul  300  in  all.  We 
also  saw  many  sea-birds,  among  which  were  &ome  white  pigeons,  not 


Digitized  by  Google 


46 


SANDWICH  LAND. 


\reb-fooie(l,  Port  E^iiiont  lit  iis,  ulbatrosscs,  and  Nellies,  and  a  num- 
ber of  very  curious  birds,  about  the  size  oi  a  pigeou,  with  a  greeu 
head.  The  back  of  this  bfad  was  a  gray-  Uaek,  and  Che  breast  was 
variegated  with  all  the  eotoura  of  the  rainbow.  The  tail,  idiich  was 
long  and  bushy,  was  of  a  hoe  approaching  to  yellow,  and  resembling 
the  bird  of  paradise. 

February  28//<. — Hn  Friday,  the  twenty-eighili,  ilic  cheering  cry  of 
•'Laud,  ho!"  resounded  troin  aloft.  This  provt  1  to  be  the  Candlemas 
Isles,  the  most  northerly  islands  of  Sandwich  Land;  lat.  i>7^  10'  S., 
long.  26^  5(K  W.  These  two  islands  are  of  no  great  extent,  but  one  of 
them  is  of  considerable  height,  both  being  btuming  volcanoes ;  and  the 
most  western  havuig  burnt  down  nearly  to  a  level  with  the  sea.  We 
continued  examining  these  islands  towards  ihe  south,  until  wc  srrircd  at 
the  iSoutiiern  Tludc  ;  wlicre,  on  the  north-east  side  of  the  westernmost 
island,  we  found  a  good  harbour.  In  this  group  we  saw  nine  burning 
volcanoes — ^fire  in  abundance,  but  no  fuel  for  the  Wasp.  'I'hree  of 
these  islands  had  Tooiited  out  so  much  of  their  entrails,  that  their  sor- 
faces  were  nearly  even  with  the  water. 

We  looked  on  these  islands  in  vain  for  wood,  of  which  we  were 
very  much  in  want ;  as  we  had  not  made  a  fire  on  board  the  Wasp  but 
once  a  week,  fur  the  last  fourteen  days ;  having  with  that  fire  boiled 
meat  sufficient  to  serve  the  officers  and  crew  for  seven  days ;  and  thi^i 
economical  regulation  we  were  obliged  to  adhere  to  until  we  arrived 
«t  Staien  Lan£  on  the  twenty-fontth  of  March.  All  the  islands  which 
constitute  what  is  called  Sandwich  Land  are  entirely  barren.  Those 
parts  whidi  have  not  been  consumed  by  internal  fires  are  very  high, 
and  covered  with  perpetual  snow ;  the  rest  is  bix»ken  land.  The 
Avesternmosi  of  the  «ouib«ra  Thuie  is  in  laU  SQ''  36'  10"  S.,  long.  27' 
42^'  30  W. 

March  6M.^Arter  having  examined  the  islands  of  Sandwich  Land, 
without  discovering  a  single  fiur-seal,  and  only  about  four  hundred  sea« 

elephants,  together  with  about  BUy  sea^gs,  ^vc  again  directed  our 
attention  towards  the  antarctic  seas.  At  fire  P.  ^I.  we  stperrd  to  the 
south  and  we^r,  with  the  wind  irom  W.X<.W.,  attended  with  frequent 
squalls  of  siiow  aad  hail. 

March  10 th. — We  continued  standing  to  the  soutli  and  west,  with 
our  atariioard  tacks  on  board,  until  Monday,  the  tenth'of  March ;  when, 
nt  foor  A.  M.,  we  found  ooraelvea  once  more  in  a  yeiy  dangerous  situ- 
ation, being  hemmed  m  on  every  aide  byfield^ee.  After  ezertingour- 
selves,  however,  for  about  twenty-four  hours,  m  a  thick  snow-storm, 
^ve  made  our  escape  into  an  open  sea,  entirelyTree  of  ice.  This 
was  m  lat.  64^  21'  S.,  loner  51'  W  We  then  took  the  wmd  from 
the  west,  and  stood  to  the  souUi,  under  double-reefed  sails,  uniU  Friday 
the  fourteenth,  when  our  latitude  was  70**  14'  S.  long.  40^  8'  W. 
t  March  14<iL«-The  sea  was  now  entirely  free  of  field-ice,  and  there 
were  not  more  than  a  dozen  ice-islands  in  sight.  At  the  same  time, 
the  temperature  both  of  the  air  and  the  water  was  at  least  thirteen  de- ' 
grees  hi<rher  (more  mild)  than  we  had  ever  fomid  it  between  the  par- 
allels of  Sixiy  and  sixty-two  south.  We  were  now  in  lat.  70**  14'  S., 
«&d  the  temperature  of  the  air  was  forty-seven,  and  that  of  the  water 
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forty-fotir.   la  this  situation  1  fotuul  the  vaiitlion  to  be  14^  97*  eesMrif  « 

per  azinuuli. 

I  have  several  times  passed  within  tlie  antarctic  circle,  on  tliflerent 
jnei'iJians,  and  liave  uuiluiiiii)  iuuuii  the  temperature  botii  ol  the  air  and 
the  water  to  become  more  and  more  mild  the  farther  I  sdfaneed  beyond 
the  sixty-fifth  degrse  of  south  latitude,  and  that  the  variation  decreases 
in  the  same  proportion.  While  north  of  this  latitude,  say  hetweeit  ^ 
sixty  and  sLxty-fivc  south,  we  fref^iiently  liad  <Trcat  difficiihy  in  finding 
a  pri'^^jn  tic  for  the  vessel,  between  tlic  immense  and  almost  innumerable 
ict-i^laiiii.^,  some  of  which  were  from  one  to  two  miles  in  circumference^ 
and  more  than  live  hundred  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water  t 
When  it  is  considered  that  they  have  always  about dureo-fifths  of  their 
bulk  under  water,  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  their  enoimoos  mag- 
nitude. We  have  several  times  come  so  near  them,  when  the  weather 
was  so  thick  and  hazy  that  we  could  not  see  twice  the  length  of  tlio 
vessel,  that  nothing  prevented  our  striking-  but  n  timely  application  of 
tiie  sweeps  to  bear  us  off.  It  was  alwa^  s  oin:  endeavour  to  keep  at  a 
respectful  distance ;  for  they  are  sometmiea  so  luedy  baliiiieed«  that« 
shonld  a  very  large  piece  become  detached  firom  betowt  the  whole  mass 
above  water,  being  thus  rendered  top-heavy,  woold  instantly  capsizCy 
and  plunge  beneath  the  surface ;  ^vhcn  wo  to  the  vessel  that  lies  in 
its  way.  Even  at  the  distance  of  one  imndred  yards,  ships  have  been 
Jost  by  the  vast  waves  and  whirls  occasioned  by  these  roUing  moun- 
tains. 

>  Bat  diere  is  no  evil,  perhaps,  which  Is  not  accompanied  with  some 
redeeming  cpiality.  The  shelter  which  is  somethnes  affimled  by  these 
dangerous  friends  has  piesemd  Tcssds  fiom  injoiy,  if  not  ruin,  during 

a  gale  of  wind ;  especiallv  as  the  "^ea  is  never  rough  where  the  ice* 
islands  are  siiffiricntJy  numerous  lo  [)reak  the  force  of  the  waves.  j 
i    i  i€giet  extiejiiely  that  rirLunislaiicos  would  not  permit  rae  lo  pro-  ; 
ceed  farther  south,  when  1  was  m  ial.  70°  14'  b.,  ou  Friday,  the  14th  * 
day  of  March,  1823;  as  I  shoidd  then  bare  bm  able»  without  die  ' 
least  doubt,  to  penetrate  as  far  as  the  eighty-fifth  degree  of  soetk 
latitude.    But  sittiated  as  I  then  was,  without  fuel,  and  with  not  suffi- 
cient water  to  last  twenty  days, — dcstuiitc  of  the  various  nautical  and 
jiiaihrmaiiral  instruments  requisite  for  such  an  enterprise,  and  '\viihoui 
the  aid  ol  such  scientilic  t^entU men  as  discovery  slups  should  always 
be  suppU^  with ;  taking  ail  tliese  things  into  consideration,  I  felt  my- 
self compelled  to  aboiimt  for  the  present,  the  gjfnoiui  attempt  to  , 
make  a  bold  advance  directly  to  the  south  pole*  *  The  way  was  open  i 
before  me,  clear  and  unobstructed ;  the  temperature  of  the  au:  and  ' 
water  mild;  the  weather  pleasant ;  thewindfair.    Tender  snch  tempting 
auspices,  it  was  with  jjiiuifiil  rcliu  taiice  that  I  relinquished  the  idea, 
and  deferred  the  attempt  for  a  siibscqncnt  voyage    The  anguish  of 
niy  regret,  however,  was  much  alleviaied  by  liie  hope  that  on  my  retmn 
to  the  United  Statea,  ant  appeal  to  the  govenuMBt  of  aqr  coimtiy 
countenance  and  aasistance  in  this  (if  successful)  magnificent  en* 
terprise  wonid  not  be  made  in  vain.   To  the  only  free  nation  on  earth 
should  belong  the  glory  of  exploring  a  spot  of  the  globe  which  is  the 
ne  piui  ultra  of  latitude,  where  all  the  degrees  of  lojigttiide  aro  meiged 
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into  a  siimie  point,  and  where  the «m  appeal*  10  rewihe  in  a  hoiiioolal 
cffde.  Bmttiis  splenifid  hope  has  since  been  lost  in  tN  gloom  itf 

anMlBlnient !  The  vassals  of  some  petty  despot  mav  o!io  f!;iv  place 
this  precious  jewel  of  flisrovpry  in  the  diadem  of  their  roy:\\  m^^^cr. 
AVoufd  to  hftfsn  it  might  be  set  among  the  stars  of  our  national 
banner 

Had  Uic  English  navigMor  Capliun  Weddell*  been  properly  pre- 
nitd  ivitii  ill  the  imm  miii/  mathenkatical  and  nautical  apponttue  lor 
iippfOiffc«"g  the  south  polo^  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  important  dis- 
corery  would  have  been  accomplished  by  him  in  the  ypnr  when 
he  proceeded  one  hundred  imi  I  ( li^hiy-fivc  miles  farther  boiuh  liianaiiy 
oilier  navigator  had  ever  doiui  betore  ium  ;  lie  having  reached  the  lat- 
itude of  74^  15  S. ;  while  Capcaiii  Cook'e  most  eoiiUieRi  latttnde  was 
OB^  71*  W  8.*  and  my  own  70^  14'  S.  Nothing  but  a  deficiency  of 
■itrales  which  are  indispensablx  aeoeasary  for  the  purpose  prevented 
Captain  Weddell's  accomplishing  this  ranch-desired  object;  when  the 
people  of  owT  enlightened  age  would  have  had  laid  open  to  them  tlio 
mysteries  ol  ilie  souih  pole — mysteries  which  have  been  concealed  iioiu 
man  since  the  Almiehty  first   laid  the  fomidatiooa  of  the  eaith.** 

I  have  no  doobt  &t  the  British  government,  ever  foremost  to  eiP 
coarage  genius  and  reward  merit,  will  yet  give  my  much  esteemed 
and  worthy  friend  Captain  WeddcU  anotlier  opportunity  of  distin- 
^guishiiq;  liiiaanlf  with  the  lyHnm?"^  of  an  expedition  towards  the  south 
ipole. 

To  rctnm  from  this  digression. — The  ice  which  sometimes  dbstrocts- 
tbo  navigation  of  ibo  antarctic  seas  appears  to  be  of  two  kinds ;  the 
one  being  from  fresh*  and  the  other  from  salt  waIw.  The  hard, solid, 
land  perfect  icebergs  are  the  gradual  productions  of  years, — perhaps 
'of  'fnturies.  In  the«?e  inhospitable  rr'4ion«<,  whrrevrr  the  mmw  fmdfi 
a  rc&tmcj- place  in  winier,  there  it  must  accumulate  until  tiie  ensuing 
isiunracr,  when  it  wiU  begin  to  dissolve  beneath  tiM  indpence  of  the  sun's 
"direet  mys,  which  are  shed  upon  eveiy  side  of  it  in  the  coarse  of 
•twenty-four  hours.  Stream  ul  riv^l^s  are  the  necessarj- conse- 
quence, which  collect  aloni^  ihf  mdrntrd  shores,  and  in  thr-  drrp  bays. 
rThcrc  this  snow-water  soon  fi  ct  ze-s,  r.iid  every  successive  year  supplies 
an  additional  nives^tinji  enist,  until,  alter  liie  lapse  of  perhaps  several  cen- 
.turies,  the  icy  mai^s  rises  ai  last  to  ilie  size  of  a  moootainf  and  becomes 
inn  ieebci^.  Tim  mdting  of  the  snow  which  is  afterward  deposited 
on  such  immense  Uoeks,  likewise  contributes  to  their  gtowili :  and,  by 
toliuf^  up  the  crevices,  it  renders  the  whole  berg  rompnrt  nml  imiform. 

At  tlic  same  time,  the  principle  of  destniciion  luis  already  ro:n- 
menced  its  operation.  The  constant  agitation  of  the  sea  gradually 
wears  and  undermines  tlie  base  of  the  icy  eminence ;  till  at  length,  by 
the  netiMi  of  its  own  aoeanmlated  weight,  having  grovm  to  near  one 
tfWHnmnd  feet  in  height,  it  is  torn  from  its  frozen  i-huins,  and  precipitated 
into  the  ocean.  When  thns  launched  afloat,  it  is  like  an  islaod  in  the 


•  ^  Captnin  JuftH  W«4MI,ar  tbe  WKIA  st«y.wkaaiTlwM  Mm  nmUaoKd  in  the  prarlrat 
Aapter,  m  serldiitlbrilie  Aurora  Islandif,  In  IBII:  a  most  oxeellcnt  ofllm-.  ai:t)  a  liiglily  wflrtky 
0IUD  :  ^iMtljr  txMHMimm  wstlrc,  coiTec(,awl<nl«rin-i»inx  navigamr.  Bfling  faDiilriir  with  danger 
Si  tta  mm niMlUu  flMnn,  every  eiMiamey  Sa4»  Um coo<  auuJy, sn4  ttndaintad.  U*  !•» io  fiitrt, 
siipt IS  tmmt  ft  Mi  comtrj  isS  w  lisiiwii  mtrnt.  1 9j«a)i  «Mi  conJMeoee,  At  1  fcMw  kim. 
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sea  ;  till  driren  to  the  northward  by  the  wind  and  currents,  a  milder 
temperature  of  air  and  water  gradually  aad  mscnaibly  rndta  it  into 
its  primitive  element,  either  in  tlie  Pacific,  South  Atlantic,  or  Soathem 

Indian  Ocean.  ^ 
March  15th. — After  relinquishing  for  th\<i  season  the  idea  of  an 
attempt  to  reach  the  south  pole,  we  tacked  about,  and  stood  to  the  nonh 
and  west.  On  Saturday,  March  15th,  at  2  P.  M.,  land  was  seen  from 
the  masthead,  bearing  west,  distant  three  ieasoee.  At  this  time  the 
wind  had  hauled  to  the  south-west,  and  at  half-fiast  4  P.  M.  we  were 
close  in  with  the  eastern  coast  of  the  body  of  land  to  which  Captain 
Johnson  had  given  the  rinrae  of  New  South  Greenland.  At  six  P. 
the  wind  hauled  otf  the  land,  when  we  tacked  and  stood  to  tlie  soulh, 
along  the  coast,  which  runs  about  south»by-east ;  our  hoals  being  out, 
and  searching  the  shore  for  seals  imtil  9  P.  M.,  when  tiiey  returned  to 
the  schooner. 

ilfardk  16lA.— On  the  followmgnofmng,  Sunday,  the  16th,  the  boats' 
continued  their  search,  the  vessel  following  or  keeping  abreast  of  them« 
about  two  miles  from  the  land,  until  the  next  day,  at  4  P.  M.,  when 
we  were  in  lat.  67°  62  S.  long.  48°  11  W. ;  at  ^vliirh  time  we  took  a 
fresh  breeze  from  the  south,  attended  with  light  snow-aqualls.  Varia- 
tiou  per  azimuth  at  9  A.  M.  10^  4  easterly.  The  coast  here  tended 
about  S.E.  by  S.,  and  we  thought  we  could  discern  some  of  the  moun- 
tains of  snow,  about  seventy-five  miles  to  the  aondiwaid. 

Under  the  circumstances  before  mentbned,  being  without  wood,  on 
a  short  allowance  of  water,  and  the  season  far  advanced,  it  was  judged 
imprwdcnt  to  proceed  farther  south  ;  althoti«>h  I  felt  very  anxious  (being 
now  in  an  open  sea)  to  asccrtahi  tlic  extent  of  this  land  towards  the 
south.    We  therefore  tacked  about,  atid  stood  to  liiu  north. 

March  I9M.>^0n  Wednesday,  the  19ih,  we  were  close  in  with  the 
north  cape  of  New  South  Greenland ;  lat.  03^  41'  S.,  long.  47''  21'  W. 
by  dead  reckoning,  not  having  had  an  observation  for  three  days ;  coast 
tending  to  the  <?outh,  and  S.  by  W.  Tiiis  land  abounds  ^vi^h  oceanic 
birds  of  every  d(  sci  ipiion  :  we  also  saw  about  tiu'ee  tliousandsca^ele* 
phani<,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  sea-dogs  and  leopards. 

In  this  place,  I  thuik  it  proper  to  remark,  that  every  spot  I  have  vis- 
ited beyond  the  sixtieth  degree  in  these  high  south  latitudes,  is  entirely 
destitute  of  soil  or  Tegetation but  rising  in  vast  mountains,  or  colimms 
of  impenetrable  rocks,  ice,  and  snow.  I  would  also  further  state,  what 
is  my  firm  conviction,  that  it  e-islands  are  never  formed  except  in  baya 
and  other  recesses  of  ihc  hmd ;  and  that  even  field-ice  is  never  pro- 
diu-ed  in  deep  water,  or  on  a  routjh  sea.  The  necessary  inferen^-e, 
therefore,  is  this : — If  there  be  no  more  land  to  the  feoulk  than  liiat 
with  whieh  we  are  ah'cady  acquainted,  the  antarctic  seas  must  be 
much  less  obstructed  by  ice  than  is  generally  supposed;  and  that  <t 
char  .sea  is  open  for  voyages  of  ductHMfy^  §9m  lo  fM  amUh  j^oU. 

The  exi^tfnre  of  ire-fields,  at  a  vast  di'^tanre  in  the  antarenr  regions, 
whefher  a(  (  <)iiip;in]e(i  by  iee-islands  or  not,  may  frtMiyentiy  be  ascer- 
lamed  by  then  reiloi  tion  on  the  versfc  of  the  horuou,  in  a  stratum  of 
local  wluteness.    1  ins  appearaiu-e  is  occasioned  by  the  rays  of  light 

siriklBf  iho  sufftooof  the  ice  obliquely ;  and  sMeh  «•  the  angle  of  in* 
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cidence  happens  to  be,  such  is  thedegreeof  aluiude  in  tlic  atmosphere 
where  the  appearance  is  produced.   This  ahiumg  sucak  ol  hght  is 
always  briehtest  in  ctotr  wttdMr,  and  iadiealat  to  tlie  experienced 
narincrt  w£il«  at  fiAaea  or  twan^  milea*  diatance,  not  only  ttia  eAent. 
and  fi|^ua  of  dia  ield,  but  even  the  quality  of  the  ice. 

From  the  serond  day  after  we  left  the  Island  of  Desolation,'*  up 
to  thib  dale,  March  l&ih,  we  have  not  passed  a  day  without  seeing  fields 
of  broken  ice,  or  ice-islands,  or  both  combined ;  and  during  ail  that 
period  of  sixty-six  days,  wo  havo  had,  every  day,  more  or  less  snow 
or  haiL  This  was  my  impleasant,  as  we  ooidd  not  keep  fire  on  board, 
oil  account  of  our  stock  of  wood  boing  nearly  exhausted ;  although 
we  found  far  Ips*;  ice,  nnd  mnch  finer  weatlier,  ?milhof  latitude  MZ^* 
aeven,  Uian  \vn  did  between  sixty-seven  and  sixiy 

On  Wednesday,  the  I9th  of  March,  at  10  o'clock  P.M.,  we  bade  adieu 
to  the  cheerless  shores  of  New  South  Greenland,  and  steered  for 
Statoa  Land,  with  a  fiaah  bfoeao  fiom  the  aoiidMaati  whi^ 
Monday,  the  24th ;  when,  at  9  A.M.,  we  ancfaond  in  the  harbour  of 
6t.  John's,  or  East  Harbour,  in  seven  fathoms  of  water,  clay  bottom. 

March  24fA. — Staten  Tjand  is  an  island  which  forms  the  south- 
eastern extremity  ot  South  America,  and  of  whuh  I  will  give  some 
account  in  tlie  uexi  chapter.  Knowing  that  its  shores  were  sometimes 
lha  noovt  of  (brooal,  I  l»d  tho  boata  aamed  within  an  hoar  after  we 
caat  anohor«  and  aent  them  tonnd  the  isUmd  in  aearch  of  that  animaL 
In  the  mean  time,  I  encountered  an  old  acquaintance,  in  the  brig  Her- 
ailia,  of  Stoninirton,  Conn.,  Captain  James  Sheffirld  commander,  who 
had  come  into  these  distant  regtuii!*  on  a  similar  errand  with  our  own. 

li  may  easily  be  conceived  that  it  was  very  pleasant  to  meet  one^s 
fcBow-townemen  ao  6r  fiioin  home,  and  engaged  in  the  same  pursuit  aa 

iftTarcA  HBtk* — On  Friday,  the  28th,  our  boats  returned  from  tlieir 
coasting  enterprise,  with  one  hundred  luid  r i<,dity-two  fur-seal  skins.  At 
seven,  P.  M.,  we  £rot  under  war,  in  company  witli  tlie  Hcrsilia.  and 
steered  for  the  Falkland  Islands,  where  we  arrived  on  Sunday  luummg 
at  three  o^clock,  and  anchored  in  Shallop  Core,  on  (he  eaat  aide  of 
New  Island,  in  onr  former  situation.  At  four  A.  M.,  I  despatched  the 
boats  m  search  of  seal;  but,  after  an  absence  of  aeventeen  hours,  they 
returned  with  only  twenty-two  fur-skins. 

March  31st. — On  the  following  moniin^  ai  four  o'clock,  A.  M.,  wc 
Jij^ain  got  under  way  and  steered  to  the  south  and  west,  with  a  fresh 
breeze  from  N.W.  by  W, 

Apnl  8<l.— Thursday  fomid  ns  hi  lat  62^  8'  S.,  long.  60''  14'  W. 
when  we  took  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  south-east,  and  steered  to  the 
westward,  until  wo  wvro  in  l  it.  f»5   -12  S,.  long.  IKV  10  W. 

April  24th. — During  this  run  wc  ^aw  frn-  it"  anv  indications  of  land, 
and  there  was  very  little  ice  in  sight.  W  c  now  boro  up  for  iSiaitu 
Land,  with  a  fresh  breeze  from  S.S.W.,  attended  by  a  thick  j>now-^ 
atorm ;  and  continued  steering  to  the  north  and  east,  untQ  Thursday,* 
the  24th,  when,  at  eight  P.  M.,  we  anchored  in  HalletOs  Harbour,  m 
five  fathoma  of  water,  on  the  north  side  of  Staten  T.niu!.  On  the  fol- 
loM-ino;  morning,  at  four  A.  M.,  the  boats  were  sent  round  the  island  in 
search  of  seal  i  and  did  not  return  unni  Tuesday,  the  20th,  at  6  P.M. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Erroneous  IJoas  corrected — Staten  Land — Strait  of  Le  Maire — Natural  History 
of  the  Fur-seal  and  Sea>«lephant — Exaggerated  Accounts  of  Cape  Horn  Dan- 
gers accounted  for,  and  refuted — Doublins  tho  Cape — Prevailine  Winds  and 
Weather  in  that  Region — Diego  Ramtres  Islandfl — Ildefonso^s  Island — Christ- 
mas Sound — Western  Entrance  to  the  Strait  of  Magellan — The  Wasp  sail* 
Hmoi  Staten  Land,  and  avrivas  at  the  Eaatam  Entrance,  ftom  tlw  Atlantic 
Smeradia  Stiaity  and  anehoia  in  tlia  Haiboof  of  Capa  Nagro. 

I  HAVE  said  lhai  Staten  Land  is  an  island  wlueh  forms  the  south- 
eastern extremity  of  South  America.  To  those  who  are  not  conver- 
saac  with  maps,  this  ia  not  floffictenily  explicit ;  I  will  therefore  be  more 
particidar  in  desctibmg  its  aitoatioii. 

I  find  that  many  persons,  who  ought  to  blow  better,  are  under  the 
impression  that  the  continent  of  South  America,  a?!  it  "^tretehps  into  the 
soulhem  hemisphere,  L^raJually  becomes  more  and  more  narrow,  until 
it  finally  tapers  ofl'  to  a  pomt^  and  that  this  point  is  called  Cape  Horn. 
The  w  hole  ol*  tlus  idea  is  not  founded  in  truth ;  for  tliough  the  South 
Amerioan  continent  does  gradually  beeome  more  and  more  attenuated^ 
as  it  extends  beyond  the  tropic  of  Capricorn,  it  does  not  terminate  in  a 
point,  nor  within  one  hmidred  miles  of  the  celebmted  Cape  Horn. 

The  extreme  southern  prolonantion  of  the  American  continent  is 
Cape  Froward,  in  the  Strait  of  Magellan,  in  lat.  54°  3'  S.  JSixty-live 
miies  north  of  tJiis,  at  the  river  Gallegos,  the  distance  across  I'aiago- 
'  nia,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  PaciHc  coast,  is  about  two  himdred  miles. 
South,  or  rather  south-east,  of  Magellan's  Strait,  lies  a  large  cluster 
of  islands,  called  Terra  del  Fuego,  or  land  of  fire^  on  aoeoimt  of  its- 
volcanoes.  The  greatest  width  of  this  cliistor  north  and  south  is 
about  one  himdred  and  sixty  miles  ;  and  its  length,  in  a  straight  line 
from  cast  to  "vest,  is  about  doui)le  that  distance.  Its  eastern  extremity 
lomis  one  side  of  Le  Maire's  Strait,  and  a  small  iblaiul  called  Staten 
Land  fonus  the  other.  On  the  south  of  'I'erra  del  Fuego  are  other 
little  islands,  such  as  Hermit's,  Jordan's,  Bamaveirs,  Evout's,  Saddle 
Island,  dtc.  The  most  southern  of  this  cluster  is  called  Horn  Island,, 
and  its  most  southern  extremity  is  called  Cape  Horn.  The  whole  of 
iJiis  ^ronp,  south  nnd  south-east  of  the  eontiiient,  ou<:ht  to  have  been 
called  the  Arclupelago  of  Magauhales,  or  Magellan,  iu  honour  of  lli& 
discoverer. 

Staten  Land,  we  have  seen,  is  separated  by  the  Strait  of  Le  Maire 
from  the  bland  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  as  the  latter  is  separated  from  the 

eontuient  by  the  Strait  of  Magellan.    It  presents  to  the  eye  of  the 

navigator  a  surface  of  craggy  hills,  which  rise  to  a  vast  height,  espe- 
cially near  the  west  end  of  the  island.  The  coast  is  rocky,  and  much 
ijidented  with  bays  and  inlets.  The  dismal  aspect  of  this  country 
(winch  has  been  much  exaggerated)  is  painted  in  very  strong  colours 
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by  almost  every  navigator  who  has  visited  or  pnssed  it.  It  did  not, 
however,  present  the  same  appalling  aspect  to  the  scientific  (^aptaiii 
Cook  that  it  ditl  to  tl»e  more  roriiaiiiic  Commodore  Aasou.  Thai  un- 
breakable liorror  and  wililiie&s  meuiioued  by  the  commodore  were  noL 
obsenred  hj  the  scientific  gentlemen  who  accompaoied  the  captain ;  on 
the  contrary,  to  them  the  land  appeared  (o  be  supplied  with  both  wood 
and  verdure;  **nor  was  it  covered  wlih  snow ;  and  on  the  north  side 

tliey  saw  the  appearance  of  bays  aiid  harbours.'* 

Kvoii  our  American  commodore,  the  brave  and  undaunted  Porter,  in 
hii  account  ol'  his  passage  to  die  Paciiic  Oceau,  m  the  U.  S.  frigate 
Essex,  in  the  month  of  FebrQaiy»  1813,  has  added  the  weight  of  his 
testimony  to  the  dismal  side  9f  this  question.  Speaking  of  his  pas- 
sage through  the  little  strait  that  separates  this  island  from  Terra  del 
Fuego,  he  says,  "The  land  we  first  made,  and  altemp»rd  to  weather, 
was  Cape  San  Diego,  on  the  coast  of  Staten  Land,  and  ihc  appearance 
was  dreary  beyond  description.  Perhaps,  however,  the  critical  siiua> 
tion  of  the  ship,  the  foaming  of  Uie  breakers,  the  violence  of  Uie  wind, 
and  the  extreme  haziness  of  the  weather,  may,  all  combined,  have 
served  to  render  the  appearance  more  dreadful.  But  from  the  in^res- 
sion  made  by  its  appearance  then,  and  from  the  description  given  by 
others,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  no  part  of  Utc  toorid  pre^ts  a 
more  hot  rtblc  asptct  than  Slaleu  Land.''* 

Staten  Land  is  certainly  more  steril  than  Terra  del  Faego,  across 
the  strait;  being,  in  genenl,  one  bod^  of  craggy  sharp-pointed  moun- 
tains ;  with  the  sea  surging  against  it  on  all  sides,  with  considerable 
violence.  "Out  tlicre  are  sfvpr  d  very  nood  harbour';  on  the  north-east 
sidp.  Among  tiie  best  is  iSew-year's  liarbonr,  j,o  culled  from  being 
discovered  un  iliat  day.  It  is  readily  known  by  some  islands  diat  lie 
about  its  entrance,  a  little  to  the  eastward  of  which  is  the  place  of  in- 
gress. It  is  about  two  miles  in  length,  and  one  in  breadth ;  penetrating 
t)ie  land  in  a  direction  neariy  6.W.  by  S.,  then  gradually  turning  to* 
W.  !>y  S.  and  AV. 

Here  you  iv>?.y  Inve  any  depth  ol"  \valcr,  from  ihirty  fiitlioins  to  live, 
V,  iili  a  bottom  of  mud  and  sand.  Its  shores  abound  with  wood  anti 
Jresli  water,  and  a  few  seal  of  the  I'ur  and  hair  kinds  arc  fretiuently 
found  on  the  beach.  Scide-fish  of  various  sorts  may  be  caught  with 
hook  and  line,  and  sea-fowls  shot  in  several  directions.  Fresh  green 
celery  in  its  season  can  be  had  in  any  qnantities,  together  with  some 
berries  of  an  a<nTcablc  flavour 

'i'hc  harbour  of  St.  John's,  or  East  Harbour,  is  also  a  fine  port  for 
a  ship  lo  procure  wood  and  water,  having  an  easy  entrance  (about  tour 
miles  to  the  westward  of  Cape  St.  John^s),  as  you  may  pass  within  half 
a  cable*s  length  of.  the  shore  until  you  come  to  the  head  of  the  har> 
bour,  where  you  can  anchor  m  fomt  or  five  talhomsi  mnd  and  dqrbotr 
toms,  entirely  land-locked 

This  island  is  about  twelve  iea^iiies  iti  lengili,  lying  E.N.E.  and 
AV.ij.W.  In  breadth  it  is  unequal,  but  nowlitro  wide-  Its  north- 
«ttteni' extremity  is  called  Cape  St.  John's,  lying  in  leiMe  4TB, 
k^.  W»  41' 45"  W.}  veria&m  per  ninwrth  59'  eagteriy.  At 
€icQ  end  ef  diii  island  there  aie  veiy^  stfong  tidei>f^Sf  whidl  hive  the 

-  b 
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appeumee  of  shoil  watert  and  are  often  the  cause  of  alarm  to  cantioos 

mariners.  Bat  I  can  assure  «=nrh  that  ibrv  may  dismiss  their  ill- 
jLaoundrd  apprehensions ;  for  ihey  may  circumnavigate  the  island  at 
at  any  time,  at  two  cables*  length  from  shore,  with  the  greateat  safety, 
in  ships  of  any  size. 

The  Strait  of  Le  Maire,  which  aeparatea  Staten  Land  from 
Terra  del  Foego,  ia  a  aafe  and  eoiamodious  passage,  without  the 
slightest  symptom  of  those  d  ticrprs  which  have  been  attributed  to 
it  by  several  former  navijTators.  VcF'^rls  of  any  size  have  nothinjj  to 
fear,  two  cables'  length  from  shore,  on  either  side.  There  are  neiilier 
winds,  currents,  nor  calms  that  can  endanger  a  ship  in  this  passage, 
which  Is  about  fifteen  milea  wide,  and  only  four  miles  in  length.  In  my 
opinion,  it  owes  all  its  8upf>osed  terrors  to  its  being  in  a  high  latitodOt 
:ind  tv;  f,:r  frf'tn  Jxomc  !  The  Amcricnn  prize  frigate  Macedoiii-in  was 
brought  mlo  ihe  port  of  New- York  by  her  gallant  captor,  in  the  middle 
of  winter,  through  Hurlgate,  the  Scylla  and  Charj  bdis  of  Long  Island 
fikmnd.  Compare  this  with  a  strait  of  fifteen  miles  iu  breadth  without 
a  lock  or  a  whirlpool. 

In  entering  the  Strait  of  Le  Maire,  you  pass  a  low  green  sloping 
point  of  land,  that  projects  out  from  Terra  del  Fupgo,  in  an  Iv\.E 
direction  to  the  water.  On  the  opposite  side,  Siaten  Land  presents  a 
high  bluff  point,  with  bold  water  lu  the  edge  of  the  rocks.  In  passing 
between  these  two  distant  pomts,  there  can  be  no  more  dtffieulty  or 
danger  than  there  is  in  entering  I/>ng  Island  Sound  from  the  ocean. 

Some  mariners  have  represented  it  to  be  difficult  to  discover  Strait 
Le  Maire  I  know  that  nny  nftrtfrator  who  lu  eps  tli<^  land  of 

Terra  tl«  I  I'uolto  in  si,  hi  caimot  possibly  miss  or  misiakc  the  strait. 
The  only  way,  iliereiore,  that  such  an  occurrence  could  take  place, 
woold  be  by  losing  sight  of  the  land,  and  running  too  far  to  the 
eastward ;  which  should  never  be  done,  aa  there  ia  no  danger  that  can 
possibly  arise  from  keeping  the  western  shore  on  board.  Easterly 
winfis  arc  never  known  (o  Mow  frc^h  in  t!ii.s  part  of  the  world  ;  and 
l>y  hiiL'L^iiiu  t!ic  western  shore,  the  passage  to  the  Tacilic  is  very 
much  shoruncd. 

April  29th, — On  Tuesday,  at  5  P.  M.,  our  boats  relumed  from  their 
eseurston  in  search  of  seal,  haviiig  been  absent  four  days,  with  moderate 
success. 

The  srids  wliicli  rr«ort  to  the  islands  of  this  archiprlnfro,  as  well  as 
to  other  island^i  soutii  of  latitude  fifty,  arc  generally  cloilit  d  in  jackets 
of  valuable  fur.  'i'hib  bpccicii  has  becu  distinguished  by  naturalists, 
merely  for  tlieir  size  and  shape ;  bnt  diere  are  other  pectdiarities  con- 
nected with  the  hiaunry  and  habits  of  this  aniaud,  of  a  ftr  moie  mter- 
esttng  nature,  wliich  I  have  never  yet  net  with  in  print ;  a  few  of 
which  I  v.  ill  endeavour  to  describe. 

In  killmg  a  female  which  happens  to  be  with  your?,  rvrn  in  :w 
vanced  slate  of  pregnancy,  if  the  scull  be  pressed  ui  by  ilie  scaimg 
club  in  dealing  the  (atal  biow,  an  exactly  similar  iodentation  will  ire- 


OMMiy  bo  tad  on  the  aedl  of  the  loins.  This  ia  a  pcaelieal 
ukiatratioBOf  the  waaderful  power  of  sympathy,  and  worthy  the  inTCs- 
tigaHoB  or  MMnMMa.  Akhoogh  aata  ptailosopta  haro  laboond 
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bard  to  refute  me  idea  of  such  a  sympathy  in  the  1mm  an  race,  there 
are  faandreds  of  credible  witnesses  reaJy  to  bear  testimony  to  its  ex- 
istence in  tills  particular  species  of  marine  animals.  '} 

The  striking  disparity  of  sise  between  the  male  and  female  ia  also 
worthy  of  remark.    Tne  large  male  is  about  seven  feet  in  lengcbt| 
whereas  the  female  never  exrrrd<?  four  feet.    The  largo  mnlrs  nrr  not* 
the  most  numerous  ;  but,  bemg  the  most  powerftil^  they  are  enabled  to 
keep  in  their  possession  all  the  females.    At  the  time  of  parturition,' 
the  number  of  males  attending  one  female  is  in  the  proportion  of  about 
one  to  a  dosen ;  a  ptoof  that  these  animals  ave  the  greateat  polyga- 
missa  in  the  world,  not  even  eieepting  the  TNirks.   That  they  are  gre- 
garious and  social  is  evident  to  the  most  superficial  observer  who 
surveys  their  rookeries,  where  they  herd  together  in  classest  and  at 
diirerent  [x tkhIs.  i* 

Warmed  by  liie  cheering  influence  of  an  antarctic  sprine,  the  males 
of  the  Uurgest  aiie  go  on  shore  about  the  first  of  November,  eones- 
ponding  to  om*  May,  and  there  wait  tlie  arrival  of  the  femalee,  which 
happens  about  the  first  of  December.  This  of  course  is  an  annual  as- 
signation, and  occurs  as  regularly  as  the  mio^ration  of  our  northern 
shad  from  the  ocean  to  tlie  fresh-water  rivers,  for  purposes  perfectly 
analogous.  As  soon  as  the  female  seal  makes  her  appearance  at  the  edge 
of  ^  beaeh,  oneof  the  moot  gaDant  at  the  males  immediately  takes 
her  imder  his  protection.  It  sSdom  happens,  howew,  that  he  is  not 
obliged  to  sustain  his  righl  by  one  or  more  serious  combats  with  his 
rivals.  While  the  males  are  fightinir  in  the  most  desperate  mniMier, 
the  object  of  their  bloody  feud  sits  calmly  looking  on,  contemplating 
the  fray  witli  apparent  delight,  and  no  little  self-complacency.  I  have 
some  reason  to  believe  that  the  same  feeling  has  been  evinced  by 
females  of  a  higher  species ;  bot  on  this  head  I  do  not  presume  to 
speak  positively :  the  seal  battles  I  hare  seen,  and  studied  the  coun- 
tcnnncc  of  their  object :  ^vlio  voluntarily  yields  herself  to  the  con- 
queror as  soon  as  the  <  ontcst  is  decided,  at  tlie  same  time  casting  a 
look  of  ineffable  contempt  u]>on  his  vanquished  rival. 

The  proud  victor  now  condtiets  his  lovely  prize  from  the  late  scene 
of  contention  up  to  the  rookety  prepared  for  her  accommodation ;  and 
diis  he  does  with  a  courtesy  and  tenderness  of  manner  from  \vhicii 
some  husbands  might  derive  a  useful  lesson.  At  almost  every  step  he 
politely  bows  or  nods  to  liis  new  bride,  and  frequently  touches  her  lips 
wall  his  own.  Wlieu  the  female  has  selected  her  lodgings,  and  become 
settled  in  the  rookeiy,  her  partner  is  unremitting  in  his  cares  to  afibrd 
her  protection,  and  render  her  situation  comfortable;  nor  does  she 
evince  the  slightest  indicatwns  of  jealousy  while  he  is  showing  the 
same  polite  attentions  to  a  dozen  other  wives  !  Here,  X  believe,  my 
former  comparison  docs  not  rxacily  liold  i^ood. 

By  the  last  of  December,  all  the  females  have  accomphsiied  the 
purpose  for  which  they  came  on  shore.  In  this  process,  however, 
they  evidently  endure  a  great  deal  of  pain ;  and  the  males  appear  to  be 
much  affected  by  their  suiferings, — redoubling  their  affectionate  atten* 
tions,  and  adopting  various  expedients  to  relieve  their  distress. 

The  sense  of  smeU,  as  well  as  that  of  hearing,  in  these  animals  ia 
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jf  niarkably  acute ;  antl  for  sagacity  they  are  not  a  whit  inferior  to  tho 
(log.  Tiuis  latter  quality,  however,  is  more  strikingly  exhibued  in  their 
natural  alamoit  diaii  on  land. 

{  Ab  a  proof  of  their  docility,  I  may  nentioD,  that  I  have  taken  two 
young  pupa,  of  two  or  three  weeks  oId>  taught  them  to  feed,  and  kept 

tbem  whh  me,  ns  prt-^.  for  two  or  tlirfr"  monlhs ;  in  which  time  ihey 
became  so  tame  that  ihcv  w  owld  rat  out  of  my  hand, — expressmg  lor 
me  a  great  degree  of  fundiiess  and  aftection,  and  soliciting  my  caresses 
in  the  bleating  voice  of  a  young  lamb.  I  should  have  prol>ably  had 
them  to  thia  day,  hnt  aome  of  we  crew,  whoae  ennuty  I  had  Kiained 
by  a  proper  adberenee  to  miiitical  diaciplme,  fomd  occaaion  to  destroy 
them  both. 

The  Air-scal  may  be  known  from  the  hair-seal  by  its  bein^  of  a 
much  smaller  size;  their  noses  are  also  smaller,  and  much  more 
I  pointed.  In  awimmmg,  likewise,  they  have  a  sort  of  jumping  motion, 
not  mneh  mdike  that  of  the  j>orpoiae ;  fireqnently  springing  nz  or  eight 
feet  clear  of  the  water,  which  is  a  feat  the  Ii air-seal  never  pofivmay 
except  when  excessively  frightened,  and  even  then  they  aeldom  anececd 
in  throwing  their  bodies  clear  of  the  water. 

When  these  animals  are  for  the  first  time  visited  by  mao,  they  evince 
no  more  apprehen^iiou  ul  danger  from  their  new  guests  than  did  the 
natives  of  6an  Salvador  when  first  visited  by  the  Spaniards ;  and  tho 
confidoioe  of  the  poor  aeals  is  requited  in  the  same  manner  that  theirs 
was, — by  robbery  and  mimler!  In  fact,  they  ^vi]l  lie  still  whilr  tlieir 
rompanions  are  slaughtered  and  skinned.  But  they  soon  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  barbarous  character  of  their  invaders,  withdraw  their 
lU-^laeed  confidence,  and  avoid  the  fatal  intimacy.  They  now  acquire 
habita  of  distmat  and  caution,  and  devise  and  meana  for  counter- 
acting httman  stratagem  and  treachery.  'Fhey  aeket  more  solitary 
retreats,  on  the  tops  of  rorks,  beneath  hijrh  projp<'tinfr  <"1i<T<.  froni 
which  they  ran  precipitate  themselves  into  the  water  the  moment  they 
perceive  ilie  approach  of  their  arch  enemy. 

•  While  encamped  ia  ilteir  rookeriei>,  liiree  or  four  sentinels  arc  always 
posted  to  keep  a  look-out  while  the  others  sleep ;  and  the  moment  a 

boat  makes  its  appearance,  though  it  be  a  mile  from  the  shore,  these 

faithful  watchmen  promptly  give  tlie  alarm,  when  in  an  instant  the 
■whole  rookery  is  in  motion.  Kver\'  one  makes  for  the  surf  wiih  all 
possible  expedition ;  so  Utal  by  the  time  the  boat  reaches  llie  siiore, 
tliey  will  nearly  all  be  in  the  water,  'Hi^th  the  exception  of  a  few  fenMdea 
that  have  pups  or  young  onee  to  take  cure  of.  These  will  remain  to 
defend  and  protect  their  charge  until  die  last  moment ;  when,  if  hard 
pushed,  they  will  seize  their  pups  by  tlie  back  of  the  neck  widi  tlu  it 
teeth,  and  dive  into  t!;c  >iirf,  \vhere  they  are  oblisfed  to  hold  the  heads 
of  die  pups  above  water  to  prevent  their  ^iiirocatiun. 

The  inales,  many  of  diem,  wdl  aho  stand  Uicir  ground,  and  light 
very  hard  for  the  young  seals ;  often  till  they  perish  in  the  noble  cause. 
In  diflereat  voyages  to  these  seaa,  I  have  luid  more  than  fifty  seamen 
very  severely  bitten  in  some  of  these  contests :  yet  it  '?ck!om  happens 
that  a  man  gets  biuen  wlio  is  not  afraid  of  them  :  but  the  moment  they 
perceive  the  slightest  symptom  of  fear  or  cowardice  in  their  enemyy 
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vetyqiaick, — like  the  flash  of  a  gun  on  touching  the  mateb:  hence 
name  of  ck^jhmatekt  which  sailors  apply  to  the  female.    In  retreat  or 
pursuit,  their  speed  is  nearly  equal  in  thai  of  a  man,  and  much  swifter 
ou  the  roekhi  than  could  be  anticij>ateti  irom  their  appcarauee. 

About  the  iaiier  eatl  of  i'ebfuary  the  tlog-seals  go  ou  shore:  these 
ere  the  youag  male  eeale  of  the  two  pteeeding  years ;  but  owing  to 
their  youth  ami  inexperience,  are  not  yet  allowed  to  attend  the  presnant 
females  or  clap-matcbes.  Tlie  ptirposes  for  which  they  now  seekdiy 
land  aro,  to  slied  their  coats,  and  give  the  new-starling  crop  of  fine  hair 
a  chance  to  grow.  By  the  first  of  M;»v  these  objects  are  riVectcc}. 
when  they  again  take  to  the  ocean,  and  arc  seldom  seen  near  ilie  shores 
a^atn  until  tlM  firat  of  July,  when  they  appear  and  disappear  alternately, 
without  order  or  any  oetenalble  purpcee,  for  the  peiKHi  of  a  month; 
after  which  they  are  eeen  no  more  imtil  the  firet  of  September  follow- 
ing. During  this  month  a  lierd  of  young  seals,  male  and  female,  resort 
to  the  shore  ;  and  when  they  retire  again  to  Tlieir  favourite  clement,  tiie 
wigs,  or  large  male  seals,  make  their  appearance  on  the  land,  for  the 
purpose  of  selecting  a  suitable  spot  for  their  rookeries,  where  they  are 
to  receive  the  elap-matehee,  or  femalee  of  age.  Thie  completes  the 
annual  round  of  visits  made  to  the  land  by  fur-eeals  of  all  claaaee.  In 
higli  northern  latitudes  the  same  process  occurs  in  the  opposite  season. 

1  will  now  attempt  to  give  a  description  of  the  sea-elephant,  an  ani- 
mal of  wluch  the  public  in  general  have  a  very  imperfect  idea.  Tlie 
male  of  tliis  species  has  a  cartilaginous  substance  projccuiig  forward 
firom  the  nose,  six  or  seven  inches  in  length ;  and  from  this  peenliarity 
has  tlic  animal  derived  its  name,  as  its  purpose  seems  to  be  similar  to 
that  of  an  elephant's  proboscis.  I  have  seen  the  male  sea-cle]th;uit 
more  than  twenty-five  feet  in  length,  and  measuring  about  sixteen  feet 
around  the  body;  whereas  the  leniale  is  never  half  that  size,  and  in 
ibrm  resembles  the  hair-&eal,  wlucii  tiuc^  nut  malcnally  dill'cr  from  ihc 
fur»animal  in  shape,  dec.  * 
i  The  male  sea-elephant  comes  on  shore  the  latter  end  of  August ; 
the  female  late  in  September,  or  about  the  first  of  October ;  her  purpose, 
of  course,  to  be  dcHvered  of  a  present  burden,  and  afterAvard  yield  to 
tiie  irresistible  iiiiiufcuce  of  the  universal  passion.  AViica  the  males 
first  come  on  shore  they  are  so  excessively  fai,  that  i  have  seen  two 
firom  which  might  be  produced  a  tun-  of  oil;  but  afler  a  residence  of 
three  months  on  the  land,  withtnt  food,  they  become,  as  might  be 
expected,  very  lean  and  emaciated.  About  the  middle  of  December, 
thrir  young  being  old  enough  to  take  the  water,  the  whole  hrccding- 
herd  leave  the  shore,  to  follow  where  in^tinrf  leads  among  the  hidden 
recesses  of  the  deep.  About  tlie  first  oi  January  tlie  brood  of  the 
previous  year  come  ou  shore  to  renew  their  coats ;  and  in  the  middle 
jot  Febmuy  the  ftdlFgrown  males  and  females  do  the  same;  and  by 
]lho  fiist  of  May  they  have  all  disappeared,  both  old  and  young. 

From  the  fact  of  theae  inimtlt  Uving  so  long  on  shore  without  food 
I  should  infrr  that  thev  rnn  derive  Rustenanre  hy  ahsorpfion  dtiring 
this  period.— iMnisuinmi];  tho  substance  of  their  own  bodies.  Hence 
their  iixtremc  emaciation  at  the  time  the^'  return  to  the  ocean.  Tiiero 
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is  a  strikinfT  fontrast  between  their  clumsy,  sluggish  motions  on  land 
and  their  iL^iIiiy  and  sagaciry  in  iho  watrr.  Unlike  the  fur-seal,  the 
sea-elephatu  seldom  runi»  or  lights ;  but  when  the  club  is  auned  at  his 
Bcull,  or  the  lanee  at  his  heart,  he  merely  raises  a  supplicating  iuok  to 
hiB  miiidei«r«  while  the  teuB  orei^ficiw  from  liis  eyes*  and  ifaen  swiiiB 
the  deadMtioke  with  «  ntttyr-llke  oompoanre.  But  wen  he  eoneeioiis 
of  his  o^vn  powers,  or  were  his  courage  equal  to  them,  the  assailant 
Avouhl  probably  ^el  tho  worst  of  the  bargain.  Uiiwieldly  as  his  form 
appears,  hhoulci  he  rush  forward,  and  rum  pel  his  enemy  to  come  to 
close  quarters,  human  skill  could  uvuii  iiule  against  the  astonishing 
power  of  hie  jaws,  which,  tit  the  agoniee  of  death,  will  liUvaUy  grind 
the  hardest  stones  to  powder  between  his  teeth. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  thai  the  sca-clephant  has  never  been  seen  in 
the  water  by  any  navigator  more  than  thirty  rods  from  the  shore.  I 
have  seen  them  come  up  to  take  breatli  within  half  a  cable's  length 
t)i  the  beach  ;  but  even  then  ihey  only  aiiowed  about  iiaii  an  mch  of 
their  nose  to  come  abore  wuer. 

As  I  shall  shortly  invite  the  reader's  attention  to  my  passage  throogh 
the  Strait  of  Magellan,  it  ma^  not  be  improper  in  tlua  place  lo  offer  a 
few  remarks  on  the  long-agitated  subject  of  a  passage  rotnid  Cape 
Horn. 

I  have  already  said,  that  by  hugging  the  western  shore,  the  passage 
to  (he  Pacific  is  very  mnch  shortened :  I  wonld,  therefore*  eamesuy 
recommend  shipmasters  who  intend  to  double  Cape  Horn  always  t6 
pass  to  the  westward  of  the  Falkland  Islands,  which  will  ensure  them 
fimoothcr  water  and  brtier  weather.  Experience  has  convinced  me 
that  the  coast  here,  at  the  proper  season  of  the  year,  is  not  more  dan- 
gerous than  our  own  coast  in  the  fall.  All  navigators  would  be  satis- 
lied  of  this  fact  would  they  discard  from  their  hnagmations  the  horrible 
romances  tliey  have  heard  and  read  abOQt  Cape  Horn,  and  judge  for 
themselves  with  unprejudiced  minds, — most  of  these  nautical  legeida 
being  onlv  fit  to  class  with  the  fiction  of  the  Flying  Dutrhmnn. 

I  havr  V.  init  red  and  summered  off  Cape  Horn,  and  in  its  virinity, 
Lui  never  wiuiesscd  those  extraordinary  gales  which  we  so  often  hear 
spoken  of;  I  have  never  encountered  worse  weather  on  this  coast  than 
is  experienced  every  autumn  and  spring  in  a  passage  from  New*York 
to  Liverpool.  In  doubling  Cape  Horn,  a  ship  may  eairy  her  royal- 
yards  u  i'h  i^s  miicli  case  as  «!ip  ran  along  our  northern  coast  in  the 
reasons  bL-fore  nieutioneil,  and  in  the  early  part  of  winter. 

In  this  opinion,  founded  ou  my  own  experience,  1  am  sustained  by 
the  testimony  of  Cook,  Vaneottver,  La  Peronae^  and  others,  inolading 
my  iiiend  Captain  Weddell,  whose  jomnals  are  all  before  the  poblie. 
Tne  four  gentlemen  here  named  as  circumnavigitors  of  the  globe 
occupy  the  very  liighesl  rank  in  nautical  r n)ir.rnrr,  nnd  require  not  the 
homely  rnloLilum  of  a  Reamnn*s  pen.     But  their  journals  arc  not 

steeped  ia  horrors  they  found  notliiug  terrible,  formidable,  or  even 
diihcult,  in  doubling  Cape  Horn,  or  in  ezptoring  other  diatant  regions, 
as  others  of  far  inferior  abilities  haye  done. 

Boi  tliou^  these  contradictory  reports  cannot  well  be  reeoneiled, 
Huj  may  peihape  be  accounted  for  without  imputins  wilfid  miarepie* 
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sciitatiori  to  any  one.  No  two  men  can  view  tlio  ^;ime  object  throucfh 
the  bame  medium,  because  their  mental  as  m  eli  as  physical  orguniza- 
tious  are  differently  constructed  and  arranged.  Peciuimr  circttnisduioes 
alto  produce  poweiftd  and  lasting  impressions.  What  would  have 
been  the  report  of  a  Paiagoninn  or  a  'I'erra  del  Fuegan  navigator* 
had  he  visited  our  coast  on  tlie  23d  of  .September,  1815,  somewhere 
in  the  vicinity  of  Nantucket,  or  at  the  entrance  of  r.on<^  Island  Soimd? 
On  his  return  to  the  placid  8trait  of  Magellan,  he  would  have  congratu- 
lated his  countrymen  on  being  placed  by  Providence  so  far  bevond  tlie 
leach  of  aueh  a  horrible  tornado  as  he  had  wimessed  in  the  most 
pleasant  month  of  a  northern  autumn ;  and  the  horrors  of  doubling 
Montauk  Point  would  have  been  the  theme  of  many  a  vinter*s  even- 
ing tale. 

To  some  minds  trivial  and  even  eoninion  diiTiculties  are  apt  to  loom 
up  into  evils  of  enormous  magnitude :  how  much  more  so  when  en- 
countered for  the  fint  time,  ai2l  at  a  vast  distance  irom  the  scenes  of 
early  days !  But  even  such  persons,  when  once  they  become  famil- 
iarized to  danger  and  liardsliips,  view  every  thing  with  a  clearer, 
calmer,  and  more  philosophic  eye,  until  they  are  willing  to  confess 
that  every  part  of  the  created  universe  ha&  iia  uses  and  its  beauty,  and 
that  every  apparent  evil  is  a  real  good.  "  la  wisdom  thou  hast  made 
them  all !"  ^  His  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works.** 

Ta  return  from  this  digression.  Ships  bound  round  Cape  Komf 
after  passing  the  Strah  of  Le  Maire  and  Cape  Good  Success  (a  pro- 
jecting poinr  v\'  Terra  del  Fucgo,  a  little  south  of  the  strnit),  should 
steer  8.8.W.  iiali'  W.,  tukip.;!  cuvc  to  pass  to  the  bouth  and  eu^t  of  all 
the  islands,  should  the  <  urrcui  set  lo  the  westward,  wiiich  seldom 
happens.  K  h  be  night,  however,  and  the  wind  permit,  they  should 
steer  8.  by  W.  half  W.  Should  ihey  be  in  want  of  wood  jhI  water, 
they  can  obtain  a  supply  in  the  Bay  of  Ciood  Success,  before  leaving 
the  strait.  This  bay,  which  is  visible  from  the  northern  entrance  of 
the  strait,  is  about  two  miles  wide,  and  extends  into  the  land,  west- 
wardly,  two  miles  and  a  half.  It  may  easily  be  known  by  a  peculiar 
jnarit  or  feature  on  its  sonthem  side,  resembling  a  broad  tuinpike-road 
jiuming  into  the  country  from  the  shore.  The  anchorage  is  good  all 
over  it,  in  from  four  to  twelve  fatlioms  of  water,  clear  groimd.  The 
tide  rises  here  about  six  feet,  and  it  is  high  water  on  full  and  change 
days  at  a  quarter  past  four.  The  Hood-tide  runs  lo  the  north,  and 
about  two  hours  longer  in  the  strait  than  in  the  bay. 

Foar  leagues  sonUi  of  this  bay  is  the  Cape  of  Good  Soecess,  befora 
mentioned,  terminating  in  a  point,  from  which  the  ooast  suddenly  turns 
to  the  westward.  About  forty  miles  from  this  cape,  S.W.  half  W.,  is 
New  Island,  witliin  three  leagues  of  the  shore ;  and  seven  leagiies 
S.W.  from  this  iies  Event's  Isle.  At  a  short  distance,  S.  by  •  from 
the  latter,  are  two  small  low  islands  near  to  each  other,  called  Barne- 
T«It*a ;  and  four  leaeues  ftrdwr,  8»W.  by  S.,  is  Cape  Deceit. 

Ca^  Horn,  whioi  lies  nine  mites  fiother  8.S.W.,  may  be  Imown 
hy  ahigh  round  hill  over  it,  which  has  a  bold  and  majestic  appearance, 
being  an  elevated  prccipitoiT'  black  rock  rising  conspicnonsly  above  all 
the  adjacent  land.  Hark  trom  the  pitch  of  the  cape,  northwardly, 
the  coimtry  is  covered  witii  woods,  and  uiiiabited  by  a  poor,  miser^let 
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inoireiiaire  race  of  savages*  The  valleys  and  hill-sides  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  cape  are  covered  with  trees,  moss,  and  green  grass ; 

but  the  summits  of  the  hills  are  rough  ai^d  ro<  ky. 

Nine  miles  north-uorth-easl  from  Cape  Horn  is  Cape  Deceit,  before 
mentioned  ;  a  rocky  point,  and  tlie  most  easterly  of  ilerniii's  Islands. 
This  cape  has  a  very  deceptive  appearance,  and  strangers  should  be 
earefiil  not  to  mistake  it  for  Gape  Horn;  for  such  mistakes  have 
occurred,  as  its  name  imports.  The  rocky  islands  called  Bamevelt*s« 
lying  north-east-by-norlh  from  Cape  Deceit,  are  surrounded  by  deep 
bold  water;  but  ships  should  always  kntp  to  tlie  eastward  of  them, 
until  the  strait  formed  by  Hermit's  Islands  and  the  main  of  Terra  del 
Fuego  has  been  more  critically  explored  and  sui  vc)  cd.  The  northern 
entrance  of  this  strait  opens  from  the  capacious  Bay  of  Nassau,  bat  I  am 
not  snMcienUy  acquainted  with  its  navigation  to  attempt  a  description* 
I  know,  however,  that  it  contains  many  fine  haiboursy  sheltered  from 
all  winds.  On  either  side  of  Hermit's  Islands,  the  passage  is  believed 
to  be  safe  ;  there  being  deep  water,  and  no  hidden  dangers. 

About  liie  first  of  No\  ember,  northwardly  winds  begin  to  prevail  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  cape ;  and,  wiiii  the  exception  of  occasional  changes, 
continue  until  the  fint  of  February.  From  this  period  untO  Ma^,  the 
wind  generally  blows  from  the  south>west  quarter,  occasionally  sfaiAing 
10  the  north-west  From  the  middle  of  May  to  the  fust  of  June,  east- 
erly winds  and  fine  weather  prevail ;  and  from  July  to  October,  tlie 
M  ind  varies  Irom  north  to  west,  and  round  to  south-east,  every  fotir  or 
live  days. 

About  fiily  miles  south-west  of  Cape  Horn  are  the  islands  of  Diego 
Ramirea,  extrad&ig  north'west  and  south-east,  for  a  space  of  four  or 
five  miles.   This  cluster  b  composed  of  three  principal  islands,  and 

a  great  many  rocks  above  water.  The  centre  island  is  the  largest, 
but  rontains  neither  wood  nor  waf(°r  As  I  shall  speak  of  tficm  ]ircs- 
eniiy,  1  have  tuck  ly  introduced  ihoiu  here  because  the  currents  in 
their  neigiibourliood  deserve  some  attention.  Twenty-five  miles  to 
the  south  of  Diego  Ramirez,  the  current  is  constandy  setting  to  the 
easfpnorth-east,  and  north-east-by-east*  about  eight  miles  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  But  farther  hMhore  it  is  governed  by  ^e  ebb  and  flood 
tides,  wliich  correspond  to  the  course  of  the  land. 

In  doublirvj  Cape  Horn,  with  the  wind  from  the  north  and  west,  or 
from  the  i  ;ist,  slnps  bound  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  should  haid  close  round 
the  cape,  and  tlicn,  if  practicable,  make  a  due  west  course  until  they 
ai«  inihe  longitude  of  eighty  west  If  the  wind  contfone  to  blow  ftom 
the  north,  they  should  nm  as  for  as  nmetytas  they  may  then  hive  the 
advantage  of  westerfy  winds  to  nm  to  the  northward,  aloQg  the  coast 
of  Clilli ;  being  caiefol  not  to  appcottch  the  land  until  thqr  an  to  the 

north  of  Valdivia. 

The  Cape  Horn  gales  have  already  been  alluded  to  in  connexion 
with  the  exaggerated  accoimts  which  several  navigators  have  given 
of  them.  The  heaviest  and  most  lasting  of  iheee  are  lirom  south* 
aonth-west  to  80uth4>y«ea8t.  Tliey  are  most  firequent  in  the  summer 
HMmths,  and  often  last  two  or  three  days  at  a  time.  When  the  southern 
horizon  is  Hlled  with  rising  clouds,  heavy  and  white,  in  a  bhte  sky,  it  is 
a  sure  indication  of  a  lasting  gale  of  wind  ihun  the  sooth  to  south* 
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time  to  take  in  the  light  sails,  and  close-reef  the  topsailt. 

Wheo  the  wind  sets  in  from  the  north  and  east,  it  generally  increaSM 
to  a  smart  single^reef  breeze ;  at  which  it  remains,  unless  it  liauls  to 
the  south-cast,  from  which  quarter  it  will  blow  a  moderate  gale,  and 
then  die  away  lu  a  perfect  calm.  But  ii  it  haul  to  the  uortli,  you 
my  depend  upon  two  or  tfarac  dayi  of  ploaaaat  weather;  until  it  hauls 
gently  loand  to  the  north-west,  wbm  it  will  remain  fiom  twelve  to 
eighteen  hoars.  It  will  then  commence  nuniog,  and  finally  ahift  gently 
to  the  f;o!tt!i-west,  when  thr  v,  nailier  will  become  clear. 

A  noriherly  gale  likewise  cuiiies  on  ^adually,  until  ii  blows  a  double 
or  cloite-reef  breeze,  and  ia:»u$  about  twelve  or  eighteen  hours,  and  then 
draws  to  the  north-west,  which  brings  on  rain.  Preaemly  it  ahifta 
into  the  south-west,  withont  relaxing  its  force*  and  conUnnea  in  that 
point  for  twclre  or  aizteen  hoaia»  when  it  dies  away  to  a  perfect  calm* 

Such  is  the  general  course  of  the  wind  and  wesuher  in  the  vicinity 
of  Cape  Horn,  for  the  season  round. 

The  islands  of  Di^^  Raoiirez,  mentioned  above,  are  in  latitude 
fid"  Sr  8.,  loug.  68"  88'  48"  W.  They  are,  in  fiict,  a  cluster  of 
batren  toeka,  fim}oented  by  seals  of  the  fur  kind,  and  varions  oceanic 
bitda.  The  westernmost  rock  is  tlie  highest,  and  is  surrotmded  by 
neveral  small  rocks,  sufficiently  elevated  for  birds  and  seals  to  resort 
to.  Tiiese  rucks  are  sixteen  Icasfiies  from  Horn  Island,  between  whieh 
and  ihem  the  passage  is  open,  and  entirely  free  irom  dauser.  Around 
these  rocks  the  water  is  bold  within  a  cablets  length  of  mem ;  and  in 
dear  weather  a  ship  may  safely  ran  ibr  them  m  Uie  night,  by  keeping 
a  good  look-out. 

West  of  llcnnil's  are  Ildcfonso'b  I>lanJs,  I;i  latitude  55^  60'  30" 
S.,  lonii.  09  IS  Vv.  This  is  a  group  of  rocky  isks  lyinij  twenty 
miles  distant  from  the  nearest  laud.  'J'he  passage  between  tiiein  and 
Diego  Ramirez  is  thirty^five  miles  in  width,  and  enitrely  free  from  dan* 
|fer.  From  Udefonso  to  the  «itranee  of  Christmas  Sound,  the  course 
is  north-west-by-west-balf-west,  distant  twenty-eight  or  tliirty  miles. 

Christmas  Sound  lies  to  the  westward  of  Capo  Horn,  about  ninety- 
five  miles.  It  was  visit(  fl  m  1771  by  the  celebrated  Cook,  who  ob- 
serve.^ that  it  afibrds  good  anchorage  m  various  parts.  At  the  head 
of  the  sound  is  a  sandy  beach,  wiUi  a  run  of  fresh  water.  Fish  are 
aeaive  here,  and  fowls  not  veiy  abundant.  There  are  plenty  of  masclea 
and  good  celery.  Wood  and  water  can  be  had  in  all  the  various  coves 
and  harbours.  The  inhabitants  live  on  the  low  islands  in  the  bay,  and 
are  a  sliort,  niisrrable  race  of  savRfre  beinpfs.  At  the  west  entrance 
of  Chiisluus  Sound  is  a  loftr  proinuiUoiv,  called  York-miniler,  in 
latitude  55°  25  S.,  long.  OU  6b  VV.  I'lic  adjacent  country,  both 
east  and  west,  has  an  inhospitable  and  drear}  appearance.  The  coast 
is  broken,  and  fbrms  a  chain  of  islands. 

Ten  leagues  to  the  westward  of  Chrisiiiias  Sound  arc  Gilbert's 
Islands ;  and  about  the  same  distance  west-north-west  of  them  is 
Cape  Desolation,  in  latitude  54''  55'  S.,  long  71°  42'  W.  Fifteen 
leagues  west-by-norih  of  tins  cape  is  tlie  ciitrance  to  St.  BaibanTs 
Chauitl,  which  leads  into  the  Strait  of  Magellan.  Cape  Noir  forma 
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the  wMtem  pom  of  this  entrance,  a  dark  r($eky  Uland,  in  laiuude  54^ 
3i'      long.  73^  15'  W.    Three  leagues  south-ea8Vby*80Uth  from 

this  cape  arc  the  La  Tour  Isles ;  and  eight  leagues  north-west  from 
Cape  Noir  is  Tape  Oloticcstcr,  in  latitude  51°  6'  S.,  long.  73=  31' 
30  W.  This  latter  cape  is  high  and  round,  having  much  the  ap- 
pearance  of  au  ialuud.  ; 

About  sixteen  leagues  to  the  nortli-wesi  of  Cape  Gloncester  is 
Land>fatt  Island,  which  presents  a  high  and  rugged  appearance ;  and 
between  the  two  are  many  tocka  and  reefs,  stretchmg  about  two 
leases  from  the  shore.  The  coast  now  runs  north-wcst-by-wcst  ta 
Cape  Deseaclo,  between  which  and  Laml-fall  Uhnd  is  one  chain 
small  islands.  North  of  Cape  Deseado  is  Cape  Pillar,  the  norili-u  e-.L 
extremity  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  and  constituting  the  southern  boundary 
of  the  western  entrance  mto  the  Straits  of  Magellan. 

Having  thus  assisted  the  reader  in  doubling  Cape  Horn,  and  piloted 
h\m  fairly  info  the  Pacific  Ocean,  without  exposing  him  to  a  ^inrile 
ilanucr,  1  shall  now  condtn  t  liim  back  to  Staten  Land,  in  the  Atlantic  ; 
and  iroin  thence  invite  hijii  to  accompany  me  on  another  route  to  the 
same  place ;  viz.  through  the  Strait  of  Magellan. 

April  80. — On  Tuesday,  the  twentyniintti  of  April,  at  aix  o*cloek« 
P.  Mn  we  weighed  anchor,  and  sailed  from  Staten  Land*  with  a  fino 
south-westerly  breeze  and  fair  weaiiicr;  our  course  in  steering  for 
the  Strait  of  Magellan  being  west-north-west.  Leaving  Capes  St. 
Die^o  and  St.  Vincent  on  our  left,  we  soon  came  abreast  of  St.  Innes, 
ill  laiiiude  04^  T  S.,  long.  GO  58  W.  This  is  a  very  remarkable 
part  of  the  coast,  Irom  the  appearance  of  a  table-land,  which  mariners 

fenerally  cak  ulate  lo  make  when  they  are  bound  rotmd  Cape  Horo« 
'rom  Cape  ISt.  Inncs  to  Cape  St.  Sebastian,  the  course  is  \\ c^iMiortli- 
west-Iiair-norih,  distance  about  twentv  Icarruc:.  The  shore  between  the 
two  last-meuuoned  capes  i.^  rocky,  and  duii^erous  to  approach  in  the 
night.  Cape  St.  Sebastian  h  the  southern  boundary'  of  a  chaniiel  oi 
the  same  name,  which  is  navigable  by  small  ?essels,  and  runs  into  the 
Strait  of  Magellao.  Fourteen  leagues  north«west  from  Cape  St.  Se« 
bastian  is  Queen  Cathefine's  Foreland,  in  latitude  52^  42' S.,  long. 
68^  27'  W.  Variation  per  azimuth  23^  In'  cnstcrly.  TWis  capn 
forms  the  souiheni  boimdary  of  the  Atlnntic  mirance  to  the  Strait  of 
Magellan,  being  the  north-east  exirciniiy  of  Terra  del  Fuego.  Capo 
Virgin,  the  souu-east  point  of  Patagonia,  forms  the  northern  boundaliy 
of  the  same  strait. 

'  Mat/  Isi. — On  Thursday,  the  first  day  of  May,  we  arrived  m  safety 
nt  the  cast  enfranre  gf  the  Strnir  of  Magellan.  At  four  o'clock,  P. 
iM.,  wc  passed  Queen  Cadu  rinc'iS  Foreland,  witli  the  wind  nf  sonth- 
west,  and  fair  weather.  It  may  be  proper  to  remark  m  iliia  place,  that 
thick  or  wet  weather  is  very  imcommon  on  the  east  coast  of  Patago- 
nia. We  continued  to  ply  westwardly  during  the  night,  keeping  one 
man  constantly  in  tlic  chams,  heaving  the  lead. 

Mai/  2d. — On  Friday  morning,  at  five  o'clock,  A.  M.,  we  passed  the 
narrows,  with  a  strong  tide  in  our  favour ;  and  nt  nine,  P,  M.,  we  camo 
to  anclior  m  the  harbour  of  Cupe  Ae^ro,  m  five  fuiiioma  of  water, 
clay  bottom.  F 
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CHAPTER  VL 

Strait  of  Maprll.m — Face  of  the  Country — Hailed  by  a  Troop  of  Patafrftnians— 
Arrival  at  Fort  Famine — History  of  the  Place — Ledger  River — Natural  Froduc- 
r  '  tiona — An  Excursion  into  the  Interior — Kuins  of  PhilipvUle — Cape  Frowani 
*  '  — Indians  of  the  HighlandB  described — A  V  i^it  to  tluir  Village— The  Visit  recip- 
Tocated — Jtlxcursion  up  the  River  Capac,  accompanied  bj  two  Chiefs — Adven- 
tmm  in  nUtmdn^lnSul  Affection  of  a  Chi«f 't  Soo-^ChavMt«r,  M«ini«r% 
Habits,  Customs,  Employments,  nnJ  Dress  of  the  Natives — Tin  Ir  Panoe^ 
Arms,dcc. — Their  Want  of  Cleattliaetis,  moral  Coodition,  and  probable  Origia— 
Entmthe  Pwifto  0mm. 

Tbhu  del  Fvego,  generally  represented  as  oHe  large  island,  is  iit 

fact  rnmpospd  of  several  islands,  the  cluster  being  separ  ttrd  from  tho 
comment  of  iSouth  Amcrioa  by  the  Strait  of  Maotllan.  I'he  passages 
between  these  different  ii>lands  are  very  narrow,  and  have  never  yet 
been  explored.  The  interior  of  the  largest  presents  a  cold,  dreaiy« 
cheeilaas,  and  desolate  appearance ;  rising  into  nigged  barren  moiia- 
taina«  die  summiu  of  which  are  coirered  with  snow.  One  of  these  i* 
n  volcano,  the  f'lrcs  of  wliich  oncasionally  hrigfaten  and  iUune  tho 
snows,  which  ihcy  cau  never  ineit.  i 

♦♦Here  it  was,**  says  I'uraey,  "that  the  sailors  observed  fires  on 
the  souUiern  shores  oi  the  strait,  for  which  reason  the  land  on  tliaft 
skle  was  called  Terra  del  Foego.^  Another  writer  says,  "  Narrow 
dhannels,  strong  currents,  and  boisterous  winds  render  it  daogeious  to 
cater  into  this  desolate  lal^yrinih.  The  roast,  which  is  composed  of 
grnnitc,  lava,  and  basaltic  rocks,  is  iiiacccs.sible  in  many  places. 
Cataracts  interrupt  the  siiilnesii  that  rci^ns  there;  beals  sport  in  the 
'    bays,  or  repose  their  unwieldy  bodies  on  the  sand."  \ 

Notwithstanding  the  eheeiless  and  forbidding  aspect  of  this  country. 
It  is  not  destitnte  of  vegetation  or  inhabitants.  In  the  valleys  are  to 
be  found  several  sorts  of  trees  of  a  large  growdi,  which  are  frequented 
by  various  kinds  of  binls.  Here,  also,  a  rich  soil  of  considerable 
ilrpth  i«5  cluilit  tl  ^vi:[i  beaiitiful  verdure.  At  tlie  base  of  almost  every 
iuii  is  a  brook  oi  good  water,  having  a  reddii»h  hue,  but  not  ill  lasted. 

The  Strait  of  Magellan,  at  its  eastern  entrance,  is  between  six  and 
seven  leagnea  in  wiihhf  and  has  from  fifteen  to  fifty  fathoms  of  water. 
Many  vessels  have  passed  divough  tliis  strait  to  the  Pacific  OceaOf 
thouL'h  the  navigation  is  said  to  be  dillicult,  whicli  is  not  the  case. 
There  arc  many  good  harbours  to  be  found  in  this  passage,  and  an- 
chorage under  either  shore,  all  the  way  through  :  the  bottom  generally 
good  holding-ground.  Within  the  strait  the  wind  never  blows  fresh 
oom  northrttoraireast,  lomid  by  the  eastward  to  south-east^by-east; 
coBseqaently  a  shelter  firom  these  points  is  unnecessary.  Wood  and 
water  can  be  procured  with  ease,  fish  may  bo  caught  in  great  abuil*, 
daacci  and  antiscorbutic  vegetables  are  found  on  both  shores* 
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)  The  rise  of  the  tide  at  llie  east  entrance  ia  about  sixteen  feet,  and 
about  eight  feet  at  the  west  entrance,  running  rp^ruUrly  each  way, and  not 
swifter  than  two  miles  an  hour,  excepting  in  the  narrows,  where  it  nins 
about  five  miles  an  hour.  Violent  gales  are  never  experienced  here 
from  any  quarter ;  the  passage  tluough  is  perfectly  sale  fur  vessehi  of  any 
size^  and  the  navigadon  ta  pleasant  and  eas^.  If  the  navigator  hav^ 
befine  him  the  latest  edition  of  Anowsnuth's  ehart,  he  may  avoid 
every  difficulty,  as  there  is  but  one  dangerous  impediment  in  the  whole 
pn«;snL'^e  more  than  two  cables'  length  from  shore,  that  is  not 
readily  shown  1  y  the  hanfl-lr  id.  The  danger  alluded  to  lies  ni  out 
five  miles  north-east  of  the  narrows,  and  always  betrays  itself  by  tiie 
kelp  or  rock-weed  which  rises  from  it  above  the  snrface  of  the  wtliO, 
Vessels  most  keep  to  the  north  of  this  shoal,  and  leave  it  under  theur 
larboard  quarter. 

.  Ships  boim^l  throTigh  this  strait  mny  nm  tiny  nnd  night  by  keeping 
the  north  shorr  on  board,  until  they  eonie  up  wuh  Indian  Sound,  and 
tiicn  keeping  ihe  soiuii  shore  on  board  until  they  reach  Cape  Pillar,  at 
the  west  entrance,  on  liie  Paciiic  coast.  By  following  these  direc* 
tbns,  they  will  have  the  advantage  of  the  prevailing  winds,  and  keep 
smooth  water. 

•  On  arriving  at  Cape  Pillar,  if  the  wind  blow  from  the  westward, 
and  it  is  thought  inexprdirnt  to  put  to  sea,  vessels  may  come  to  an- 
chor in  a  perfectly  safe  harbour,  about  three  miles  south-east  of  the 
cape,  on  the  shore  of  Terra  del  Fuego.  The  entrance  to  this  harbour 
is  covered  by  two  small  islands,  whidi  may  be  passed  on  either  sidOt 
In  twenty  faihoms  of  water.  Then  douible  a  point  which  runs  out 
from  the  lart<l  h\  n  rjorth-east  direction,  and  enter  the  covo  hrliind  it, 
which  extends  to  the  south-west  and  west-north-wcsi  about  i\\  o  niilr^, 
and  come  to  anciior  in  irom  four  to  ten  faihoms  of  water,  mud  and 
clay  bottom,  and  sheltered  from  all  winds. 

^  It  would  be  tedwns  to  the  reader,  as  well  as  to  myself,  to  ennmerats 

and  name  all  the  safe  and  eommodioQS  harhoura  in  this  noble  straiL 
Let  it  suiBce,  that  there  is  such  a  one  every  five  or  ten  miles,  or  equally 

safe  anchorage  for  ships  of  any  size. 

Magellnn's  Strait  is  about  three  hundred  and  seventy-tive  miles  in 
length,  from  its  eastern  entrance  on  the  Atlantic  coast  to  ius  western 
entrance  on  the  Pacific  coast.  Bnt  let  it  not  be  inferred  fimn  this  that 
the  continent  in  this  vicinity  is  of  that  extent  from  one  ocean  to  the 
other,  as  the  course  of  the  strait  forms  two  sides  of  a  nearly  right- 
angled  triani^He ;  a  third  side  would  measure  the  distance  acro"^s  this 
part  of  the  continent ;  say  one  hundred  and  ninety  miles.  Terra  del 
Fuego,  from  east  to  west  along  the  souih  :shore  of  ilie  strait,  is  about 
three  hundred  and  mttj  milea  in  length,  and  about  one  hmidvsd  mid. 
sixty  in  breadth,  from  north  to  south,  measnting  Irom  Cape  Hem  iop 
the  strait.  This  part  of  the  country  eontaina  a  large  popnUtioDb 
especially  in  the  vicinity  of  the  «!frnit. 

Before  I  proceed  any  further  mio  the  strait,  it  may  be  proper  to  give 
the  reader  some  idea  of  the  face  of  the  country,  as  the  eastern  and 
western  parts  are  very  different  from  each  other,  not  ooly  in  their 


Digitized  by  Google 


04  CAPB  N£GRO->POHT  FAMINE.  [18S9. 

aspect,  bnt  alao  in  natonl  prodnetiom,  m  weU  at  k  Uie  appearance 
ana  diareeter  of  the  natives. 

I  I  havo  not  the  least  doubt  lliai  the  Cordillerr^-^,  or  rhain  of  the  An- 
des, once  extended  in  an  unbroken  r;inc:e  to  ( ';'jfe  Horn,  and  perhaps 
still  farther  south ;  and  that  earthquakes,  erupuons  of  volcanoes,  or 
some  other  convulsion  of  nature,  have  broken  the  chain,  and  tlms 
separated  Terra  del  FNiego  liom  the  continent;  at  tlie  same  time 
shattering  the  former  into  several  smaller  pieces  of  inegnlar  shape. 
I  am  led  to  this  ophiioii  hy  the  rxnrt  correspondence  which  exists  in 
the  aspect  of  the  country  on  both  -sides  the  strait. 

At  the  eastern  entrance,  llie  land  is  low  on  both  sides.  The  island 
formed  b^  St.  Sebastian's  channel,  on  the  left  or  bouili  side  ot~  the 
passage,  is  a  wide  rollmg  prairie— an  azteashre  field  of  low  land.  The 
land  on  the  riglit  or  north  side  is  of  a  similar  character,  and  continues 
ao  through  the  whole  extent  of  Patagonia ;  which  is,  comparatively 
a  long  strip  of  inn  low,  stretching  itsdf  at  the  base  of  the  Andes,  and 
frinsing  the  niargtu  of  the  sea. 

Thus  from  Cape  Negro,  where  we  were  now  lying  at  anchor,  to 
Hia  Atlantic  the  land  is  low,  tmdnlating,  and  destitnte  of  trees ;  while 
westward  to  the  Pacific,  it  wears  a  Tery  different  asp^  Here  the 
oonntry  begins  to  rise  in  broken  ridges,  which  finally  become  rugged 
mountains ;  being  evidently  but  smaller  links  of  the  vast  Andean  fh.iin  ; 
of  which  Cape  Frowarrl  appears  to  be  the  point  of  fracture,  reduced 
by  attrition  to  an  oriiuiary  elevation.  The  sides  of  these  mountains 
aore  covered  with  ancient  forests,  while  the  Tcrdant  bottom  lands  aboond 
with  shrabbeiy,  gmss,  and  plants  of  ▼ariona  descriptioiis. 

May  3<i— On  Sattuday  morning,  bemg  at  anchor  in  the  harbour  of 
Cape  No^rrn,  nt  four  oVlork,  \.  M.,  we  saw  many  of  the  Pata^onian 
natives  on  the  bc^ich  abreasi  of  tlie  vessel,  making  signs  for  the  boats 
to  come  on  shore.  At  tive,  A.  M.,  we  were  making  preparations  to 
land,  when  a  man  at  the  masl^head  discovered  abont  two  hundred  of 
the  natives  on  horseback,  in  a  small  valley,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
ftom  the  beach.  On  being  apprized  of  this  fact,  we  declined  going  on 
shore ;  and  at  six,  A«  Ai.,  gpt  imder  way,  and  steered  to  the  south  for 
Port  Famine.  1 

As  soon  as  the  savages  perceived  that  wc  were  bound  to  the  south, 
they  all  showed  themselves ;  bemg  about  two  hundred  horsemen,  armed 
with  long  speaiB  and  bowa  and  arrowa,  with  a  drove  of  about  fovr 
himdred  guanacoes.  Bm  being  now  trnder  ftdl  aail,  with  a  smart 
brpc2c  from  the  west,  I  thought  it  inexpedient  to  alter  our  course  for 
the  sake  of  holdin^r  nny  intercourse  with  these  copper-coloured  stran- 
gers. If  they  desired  an  interview,  they  might  eastly  follow  us  alon^ 
ehore  to  Port  1  amine,  a  distance  of  about  fifty  miles.  We  thereforo 
Hh  them  to  thefar  own  reflections, and  kept  on  our  coarse.  At  lbnr,P.  - 
JL,  we  came  to  anchor  at  Port  Famine,  ia  five  fathoma  of  vrater* 
muddy  bottom.  i 
,  A  brief  histor)'  of  this  j^Iaco  will  account  for  its  present  mcaiicr 
name.  In  the  year  158 1,  the  Spaniards  selected  the  spot  for  iho 
establishment  of  a  colony,  and  brought  hither  about  four  hundred  per- 
sons of  both  sexes  to  eooimeaee  it.  A  fortress  waa  soon  erecteo  to. 
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protect  the  new  colonists  from  the  ]kei|fibQiiriiig  safages,  and  a  laisD 

town  buili  for  ilie  families  of  the  Spanish  emigrants.  This  »nfimt  sot- 
llemcnt,  which  was  called  Pliilipvilie,  in  lionour  of  the  then  reigning 
monarch  of  Spain,  was  intended  to  ronimand  this  passage  to  the  Pacific, 
and  their  valuable  possessions  ua  ilic  western  coast  of  the  couiinent ; 
a  pttMage  voand  Ca^^  Horn  not  being  known  at  that  period.  The  site 
was  jiulueionsly  selected,  being  about  one  handled  and  twenty  miles 
from  the  eastern  entrance  of  uie  strait,  having  a  good  harbour,  with  a 
b'lfk  fountry  susceptible  of  nnic!i  iniprovemenl.  Had  not  tlie  inviting 
nclie«  ol  Peru, Mexico,  and  the  ^V  esi Indies  diverted  the  atirntjou  of  ihe 
Spanish  government  from  this  prefect,  it  could  nut  have  failed  of  suc- 
cess, and  none  but  Spanish  shipa  woidd  have  been  pennitted  to  pua 
the  strait  without  paying  tat  the  privilege. 

Here  these  imfortimate  settlers  were  lefl,  without  a  suffidumt  stock 
of  ]irovisions  to  sustain  iliem,  until  tlie  land  could  be  prepared  and 
crops  produced  by  labour  and  perseverance,  i^paniards  arc  pro- 
verbially indolent,  and  are  seldom  willing  to  work,  muii  driven  to  it  by 
necessity.  Expecting  to  be  raffnlariy8up|>liedirom  the  mother  coun^^ 
they  probably  did  not  eiert  Sieir  facmtjes  much  to  proidde  fin*  the 
future.  Had  they  been  such  men  as  are  daily  emigrating  from  the 
New-England  stales  to  our  western  wilderness,  so  far  from  sufTermg 
Trom  famine,  they  would  in  a  few  years  have  converted  ibis  region  of 
I'aiagouiu  into  a  fruiiful  garden,  and  i'luiipville  would  ai  iliia  moment 
have  heen  a  qdendid  city. 

About  seven  years  after  the  establishment  of  this  colony,  it  was 
visited  by  the  celebrated  English  navigator  Cavendish,  who  entefcd 
the  slraii  in  1587.  On  arriving  at  Philiprille  he  found  the  colony 
annihilated,  only  one  individual  out  of  the  origmal  four  hundred  being 
lefl  alive !  All  had  perished  by  famine,  except  twemv-tliree ;  who,  to 
avoid  such  a  horrible  fiue,  had  nndertaken  to  explore  their  way  thiongb 
the  wilderness  to  Rio  de  la  Plata ;  and  no  doubt  fell  victims  to  the 
savage  ferocity  of  tlie  natives,  as  they  were  never  again  heard  of.  To 
perpeinate  the  sad  fate  of  this  colony,  Cavendish  called  the  place 
Port  Famine,  and  took  die  unhappy  survivor  to  England. 

In  this  harbour,  or  rather  in  this  fine  capacious  bay,  twenty  ships 
of  the  line  mifiht  be  moored  in  perfect  safety,  and  supply  Ihemselves 
with  wood  ana  water  with  very  utile  tnmUe.  The  bay  abounds  with 
fish  of  various  kinds,  and  a  plenty  of  birds  may  be  had  at  the  expense 
of  a  little  powder  and  shot.  By  iliis  means,  dnimg  our  whole  pas«ai,'o 
through  the  strait,  our  table  was  daily  furnished  with  a  leinpiing 
variety ;  such  as  geese,  duck,  teal,  snipes,  plovers,  race-horses,  &c« 
embeUished  with  wUd  celery,  which  may  be  gathered  in  any  quantities. 
The  baakaof  Ledger  Biver,  which  empiiM  into  this  bay»alimBt  of  the 
andiorage,  are  covered  with  trees  of  various  kinds,  and  the  finest  that 
I  ever  saw  tt  ,.  vliitc-oak,  red-oak,  brrrli,  am!  n  5?nrt  of  bastard 
cedar,  whicn,  lu  my  opuuon,  would  make  the  hncst  ni  ists  lor  ime-of- 
hattle  ships  that  have  ever  yet  been  stepped  ni  a  kei»un.  Home  of 
them  arc  of  great  height,  varying  from  five  to  seven  feet  in  diameter. 

Bi  a  tnbaeqMBt  vognge,  I  colored  this  mm  Su  about  twaigr-£v» 
mto  from  ita  mooth,  andibimd  the  eovmy  «i  boUi  sides  extnoKljr 
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fine ;  the  soil  being  rich  ftnd  mellow,  and  not  lesa  than  eighteen  mehee 

in  depth.  The  valleys  arc  cloilioil  with  hjxuriant  verdure ;  the  clover- 
fields  of  Pcnnwlvaiiia,  if  suii'ered  to  go  a  few  seasons  unmowcd, 
vould  alone  fiirnisli  a  parallel.  This  clover  was  so  completely  matted 
and  emaugled  ihui  it  was  difficult  to  detenniue  its  actual  height ;  but 
it  was  eertainly  not  lesa  than  two  feet.  On  the  banks  of  the  rirer  are 
eopper,  lead,  and  iron  ore,  of  which  I  obtained  spe  cimens.  Some  fine 
"Wood  is  also  fmind  lierc,  two  kinds  of  wlii.-h  I  examined.  One  was  led, 
«nd  the  other  a  bright  yellon- ;  the  grain  of  each  very  fine. 

The  valleys  are  seldom  visited  by  the  frost  or  snow,  so  that  the  ber- 
ries are  founid  on  the  bushes  all  the  winter,  without  being  touched  by 
the  firost  There  are  some  streams  descending  to  this  river  which 
would  make  fine  mill-eeata.  I  found  the  country  very  pleasant  fiom 
Point  Nej^ro  to  this  place ;  undulating  in  hills  and  dales,  and  covered 
with  <:^rovrs,  Howcrs,  clover,  and  grass  of  various  kinds.  Manv  of 
the  llowers  were  not  inferior  in  beauty  or  fragrance  to  those  wliich 
are  cultivated  in  our  gardens.  1  am  not,  however,  &uiliciently  ac- 
quainted with  the  science  of  botany  to  describe  them.  In  short,  if 
this  land  was  in  possession  of  a  civilized  industrious  people,  who 
well  imderstood  the  theory  and  practice  of  agriculture,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  it  would  become,  in  a  vcrv  few  years,  one  of  the  finest 
countries  in  tho  world,  as  the  inluibitanls  would  he  fnr  more  moral 
and  happy  liian  u  every  thing  grew  spontaneoubly  lo  ihtir  liund.  We 
cannot  Know  the  real  valne  of  any  thing  unless  we  labour  for  it  This 
fact  converts  the  origuial  curse  into  the  greatest  earthly  blessing.  ( 

Having  passed  through  Magellan's  Strait  six  times,  at  ditlerent 
seasons,  and  always  with  sufficient  leisure  to  examine  the  natural  pro- 
ductions of  the  country,  the  result  of  my  observations  is  a  conviction 
that  the  Spanish  navigator  Cordova  has  given  a  more  con  eci  descrip- 
tion of  the  plants,  trees,  and  animals  on  the  northern  border  of  the 
sirait  than  any  other  writer.  But  he  did  not  suffioently  penetrate 
into  the  interior,  which  abounds  \\  h]i  productions  that  arc  unknown  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Rhore.  It  was  my  misfortune,  liowrvor,  to  be  des- 
titute of  scicniilic  aid  in  all  my  researches,  or  I  am  conUdent  that  Cor- 
dova's catalogue  might  have  been  much  enlarged.  i 

We  anchored  in  Uio  harboor  of  Port  Famine  at  fonr  o*cbck,  P.  M., 
In  thc  afternoon  of  Saturday,  the  third  of  May,  corresponding  to  the 
third  of  our  November — a  month  distinguished  in  the  United  States  by 
a  period  of  mild,  soft,  pleasant  weather,  called  the  Indian  summer. 
The  weather  nt  our  anchorage,  on  Saturday  evening,  so  lor;  l  ly  re- 
minded me  of  this  peculiar  period,  that  1  determined  to  muivc  uu 
excursion  into  the  country  in  search  of  valnable  die-woods  and  mine- 
rals, and  to  see  if  these  southern  forests  wore  the  same  T&riegated 
dress  in  autumn  as  disthiguishes  onr  own  at  that  season.  I  therefore 
selected  as  my  companions  three  wortliy  and  intclli^ron'  vonnrr  men, 
viz.  Messrs.  John  Simmons,  William  <  ux,  aud  Charles Co3^  aU natives 
of  New- York,  where  ihey  are  yet  citizens. 

Having  given  the  necessaiy  instructioas  to  my  first  officer,  and 
ascertained  that  we  were  all  well  armed  and  equipped,  we  started  on 
•or  expedition  towards  the  southern  extremity  of  the  lofty  Andes.  Oar 
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weapons  were  muskets,  pistols,  and  cutlasses,  and  our  provisions  a 
wm^s  supply  of  bread,  as  we  trusted  to  our  arms  for  venison  and 
poultry  ;  and  I  had  never  known  them  to  deceive  me,  if  any  thing  came 
within  musket  or  pistol  distance.  We  took  a  wesl-north-wesl  course 
by  compass,  and  travelled  several  miles  without  seeing  such  game  as 
we  considered  worthy  the  honour  of  a  civilized  deaiii,  by  powder  and 
ball.  Our  vigilance,  however,  began  to  sharpen  with  our  appetites  ;  so 
that  before  nine  o'clock  we  had  sufficient  fresh  meal  for  a  much  larger 
party,  having  killed  a  fine  deer  and  two  guanacoes. 

We  now  selected  our  quarters  for  the  night  on  the  bank  of  a  fresh- 
water rivulet,  where  there  was  but  very  little  underbrush  ;  but  where 
ihe  forest  trees  grew  to  a  great  height,  interweaving  their  thick  and  lofty 
branches  so  closely,  that  had  there  been  a  noon-day  sun  over  our 
heads,  we  should  hardly  have  been  sensible  of  it.  While  my  com- 
panions were  employed  in  skinning  our  game,  I  was  busy  iii  building 
a  fire ;  which,  as  there  was  no  want  of  fuel,  was  soon  large  enough  to 
have  barbacued  an  ox.  A  saddle  of  one  of  the  guanacoes  was  soon 
gpitted  and  suspended,  in  the  gipsy  style,  on  the  windward  side  of  our 
flaming  volcano,  where  we  contrived  to  present  every  side  to  the  in- 
fluence of  the  heat  until  it  was  fit  for  the  table.  The  fat,  of  course, 
was  mostly  wasted,  except  so  much  of  it  as  we  caught  with  our  bread. 
Each  of  us  being  supplied  with  pepper,  sah,  and  a  good  appetite,  it 
must  have  been  our  own  fimlt  if  we  did  not  enjoy  a  good  supper,  equal 
to  the  best  roast  mutton  I  ever  tasted. 

After  giving  our  dogs  a  share  of  the  supper,  and  having  piled  on 
about  two  cartloads  of  wood,  wc  all  stretched  our  wear)*  limbs  and 
bodies  by  the  fire,  wiih  each  a  bunch  of  dry  autumnal  leaves  for  a 
pillow.  Thus  moored,  as  we  thought,  for  the  night,  we  soon  fell 
asJeep,  each  with  one  hand  on  a  pistol,  with  as  much  composure  as  if 
we  had  been  in  bed  at  the  far  distant  homes  of  which  we  were  dreaming. 

We  slept  verj'  soundly  until  about  midnight,  when  wc  were  suddenly 
alarmed  by  the  distant  barking  of  our  dogs.  In  a  moment  cverj-  man 
was  on  his  feet,  with  his  firearms  in  his  hands,  primed  and  cocked. 
The  dogs  contiimed  to  bark,  and  the  sound  evidently  approached  nearer 
and  nearer.  A  rustling  noise  was  now  heard  in  the  underbrush.  Every 
one  was  prepared  for  the  approaching  crisis,  with  an  undaunted  front, 
and  his  finger  on  the  trigger  of  his  musket.  At  this  moment  of  anx- 
ious suspense,  there  suddenly  appeared  before  us — one  of  our  dogs, 
with  a  small  gray  fox  in  his  custody,  which  had  been  surprised  and 
captured  while  in  the  verj'  act  of  approaching  our  fire ! 

After  caressing  and  rewarding  these  faithful  animals  for  then: 
vigilance  and  fidelity,  we  again  "  addressed  ourselves  to  sleep  but 
in  about  two  nours,  we  were  again  alarmed  in  the  same  manner,  and 
with  a  like  result,  viz.  another  gray  fox.  Finding  our  repose  thus 
liable  to  be  constantly  broken,  we  concluded  to  sleep  no  more.  Wo 
therefore  resumed  our  journey  towards  that  stupendous  range  of  moun- 
tains which  extends  through  more  than  seventy  degrees  of  latitude,  or 
about  four  thousand  three  hundred  miles  ! 

May  4th. — It  was  now  Sunday  morning,  and  we  still  travelled  by 
rompass  in  the  direction  of  west-north-west,  as  nearly  as  we  could  lay^ 
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tbat  course  ;  being  often  compelled  lo  deviate  from  it  by  the  face  of  the 
COUfttry,  inferspcised  willi  elevated  ridges,  watrrrour^^cs,  prcripicps» 
&c.  '1  iis  day's  journey,  ihough  fau^uiug*  was  very  pleasant  and 
iaicrtbiiug.  Parrotti,  and  other  birds  of  the  most  beautiful  plumage, 
stiROtmdad  ns  on  wery  mda  (aeveral  of  a  ipecsMt  wimli  I  Iwfv  Mvtr 
teen  in  the  musewns  or  the  private  coUoolions  of  naturalists).  I  alto 
azamined  various  treef,  which  I  have  no  r^oiibt  nrc  hijihlv  vnhiabl**, 
some  for  cabinet  furniture,  and  others  tor  drugs,  niul  perhaps  tor  die- 
stuffs  I  regretted  extremely  tliat  we  had  not  a  scienuric  botanist  and 
iiuneralogiiit  with  us,  as  my  own  k]u>wledge  of  those  sciences  is  very 
limiied.  Botl  amoQiifid«ntth8ie  is  abaBdanee  of  vabnabla  wood  in  tin 
imaxplorad  country ;  and  the  apeeamans  of  copper,  lead,  and  iron  which 
I  brought  away  witli  mr  were  pronounced  to  be,  by  the  late  scientific 
Puctor  MiichiUftke  purest  andjnosiiree  irom,  alioy  of  any  thathe  had 
ever  seen. 

The  interior  oi  this  couiiuy,  1  also  discoveredt  abounds  with  some 
veiT  valuable  tegetablea  finr  maiiDeia  who  are  pursuing  long  voyages ; 
WkOk  as  celery,  scuryy^graas*  and  aTarieiyof  beiries  of  very  agreeable 
flavour.  To  this  circumstance  Byron  imputes  the  healthiness  of  his 
whole  ship's  company,  not  a  single  person  beinij  afTrcted  with  the 
scun'T  in  the  slightest  degree  ;  nor  was  a  single  in  livuiuai  ou  tlie  tick- 
liai  from  any  other  du>order.  Among  other  curious  trees  which  1  ex- 
amined in  this  excnnion  Is  the  pepper-tree,  or  wintor*8  baik,  ooiioed 
by  Commodore  Byron.  These  grow  here  in  great  plenty,  as  do  many 
others,  with  the  nature  of  which  I  am  totally  unaeqnaanted. 

We  continued  to  proceed  in  the  same  direction  until  ten  o'clock,  P  M., 
when  we  found  ourselves  on  tiie  eastern  declivity  of  a  mountain  which 
ascended  gradually  lo wards  the  north.  This  we  concluded  to  be  a 
pan  of  the  celebrated  ehain  befim  niMitioned»  tiie  ComfiBeras  of  the 
Andes,  and  judged  ourselves  to  be  now  about  thirty  miles  from  the 
vessel,  and  forty-five  from  Gape  Froward.  Here  we  built  a  large  fire, 
and  made  a  hearty  supper  of  venison,  haring  killed  a  fat  deer  but  a 
short  lime  before.  AVe  tiien  sought  a  few  hours*  repose  ;  but  foimd  it 
almost  impossible  to  sleep,  as  the  dogs  were  engaged  the  whole  night 
among  wild  animals  of  didereni  kinds.  We  ihererare  relinquished  the 
iiope  of  rest,  and  at  two  hours  after  midni^,  began  to  ratraee  our 
weary  steps  towards  Port  Famine. 

May  5th, — ^This  was  Monday, the  fifth;  and  we  laboured  through 
the  underbrush  and  malted  clover  with  very  little  intermission,  in  the 
direction  of  east-south-east,  uuiii  uoon,  when  we  thought  it  expedient  to 
•  take  some  rest  and  refreshment.  At  two,  1*.  M.,  we  again  set  forward, 
and  reached  the  schooner  in  safety  at  eleven  o'clock  the  same  evening, 
almost  exliausted  with  fatigue  and  the  want  c£  sleep.  We  bionghlon 
board  with  ns,  among  other  curiosities,  several  birds  we  had  shot,  of 
the  most  beautiful  plumage  ;  but  which,  for  want  of  proper  preserva- 
tion, we  were  obliged  to  throw  overboard  afterward  I  believe,  how- 
ever, that  the  richest  musetmi  in  the  world  might  derive  some  new  and 
Tslnable  acqptisitions  firom  the  interior  of  this  wexplorsd  eoamiy.  itt 
knmense  resonrees  are  as  yet  entirely  wAnown,  as  the  avenues  whieh 
lead  to  then  axe  stiU  gnaiM  ^  tfaa  diagson  of  tniditionary  Able. 
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May  6t/t. — Having  recruited  our  slrenjnh  and  >.}»iriis  by  sk:{ p  aiiJ 
refreshment,  we  again  went  on  shore,  and  exaiamed  the  ancient  rmm 
of  I%flipviUe.  Doiutg  the  day  we  also  shot  several  otters,  and  saw 
many  of  the  Fuegian  natives  on  the  opposite  shore.  We  likewise 
visited  the  fort  which  had  been  erected  to  protect  the  I^Nmish  colony 
from  the  natives,  and  to  command  the  strait.  It  appeared  to  be  but 
little  decayed,  t'oii-i  lrnne:  the  length  of  time  it  had  been  abajidoned. 
Tills  fortress  was  budt  only  eighty  year^  after  the  i'nul  discovery  of  the 
Amencaa  oootinent  by  Columbus ;  and  a  Teiy  litde  laboilr  would  now 
restore  it  to  its  original  eondilioo*  and  render  it  an  efiectiTe  potection 
against  any  attacks  which  the  natives  eould  make.  The  ruins  of  the 
town  bear  much  stronger  marks  of  tlie  withering  touch  of  time.  The 
remnins  of  some  stone  cdirices  arc  yet  visible;  but  the  walls  have 
generally  crwnbled  into  complete  decay.  After  examining  iliis  part 
of  the  country  to  our  satisfaction,  and  inspecting  a  nitmber  of  wigwams 
of  a  conical  fbnn*  whieh  the  natives  had  recently  deserted,  apparently 
fitom  fear  of  hostilities  on  our  part,  we  prepared  to  leave  Port  Famine, 
nod  double  the  cape  which  forms  the  centre  angle  of  the  strait,  and 
the  most  southern  extremity  of  the  continent. 

3Iay  7th. — On  Wednesday,  the  seventh,  at  five  o'clock,  A.  M.,  we 
again  got  under  way,  and  bleered  to  the  soutii,  wuii  the  wind  ironi 
wesl4i0ftb*we8t,  and  a  light  rain.  At  ten,  A.  M.,  we  passed  Cape  Fro- 
waid,  and  changed  our  coarse,  first  to  west,  then  to  west4ioilh-west, 
which  is  that  of  the  strait  from  this  cape  to  tlie  Pacific  Ocean.  In 
passing  this  angle  of  the  strait,  we  -^tiw  many  of  the  natives  on  the 
shore,  apparfnily  just  landed  or  landing  Irom  a  tlsliing  excursion.  But 
no  sooner  did  liicy  sec  our  vessel  than  they  abandoned  tlieir  canoes, 
and  all  staited  ihr  a  neighbouring  wood,  where  they  remained  imtil  we 
had  doubled  the  cape^  wad  left  it  behind  off  our  starboard  qnaner. 
These  Indians  aie  a  dislioct  race  fiom  thePatagonums,  as  will  appear 
presently. 

This  unexpeeted  timidity  on  their  part  led  me  to  suspect  that  they 
had  lately  experienced  foid  play  from  some  civiiisedy  Christian  naviga^ 
tor,  who,  conscious  of  physical  power,  had  forgotten  humanity,  and  per- 
haps justice.  I  therefore  came  to  the  resohwon  of  openbg  an  inter* 
course  with  the  next  tribe  I  fell  in  with ;  and,  if  possible,  of  inspiring 
them  with  confidence  towards  foreigners  and  strangers. 

May  8//(. — On  Tlmrsday,  the  eighth,  wc  continued  our  course' to- 
wards the  Paeitie,  nearly  in  a  west-north-west  direction,  passing  York 
Eoad  and  some  very  picturesque  .scenerj'  on  the  northern  shore,  re- 
sembling the  Highlands  of  the  liud^on.  At  eleven  o*dock,  P.  M.,  we 
came  to  anchor  at  the  month  of  Indian  Sound,  where  a  vast  mmiibfir  of 
the  natives  were  fishing  by  torch-light  From  attendant  ciroumstancea 
I  ronclndrd  tliat  we  were  now  near  tlie  location  of  an  eztAisive  tribe. 
In  order  thai  we  might  not  alarm  them,  I  had  t))e  vessel  moored  with 
as  little  noise  as  possible,  while  the  )!in;n  b -liulns  were  jnoinj  ily  ex- 
tingtiisiied.    We  had  anchored  in  four  lathums  of  water,  widi  clay 

iioiiont  Mid  with  such  precaution  diat  the  natives  continued  tlieir  vocap 
lion,  lolaUy  naeoosdous  of  our  piojumity,  imdl  after  nidntglit.  Our 
muck  oa  deqk  eop^ai^d  of  one^half  the  crew  at  a  tune,  eveiy  ain 
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well  armed  and  prepared  for  any  caatiageacy }  but  wiUi  orde»  never 
to  act,  except  on  ilie  defensive. 

Ai  lour  o'clock,  A.  M.,  I  ordered  the  boats  to  be  lowered,  manned, 
and  armed.  In  a  few  minules  afterward  we  started  for  die  Indian 
village  within  the  sound.  After  pulling  round  the  point  wliich  covers 
its  entrance,  and  openint?  n  bcnntiful  valley,  we  discovered  the  village 
within  one  hundred  and  hit}-  yards  of  the  boats.  In  a  moment  after, 
we  saw  about  four  huntlred  dogs  rushing  towards  us,  winie  the  natives 
w  ere  seen  ilying  from  their  huts,  men,  women,  and  children,  apparently 
,  in  a  paroxysm  of  alarm. 

As  my  object  was  to  conciliate  this  inoffensive  ])eople,  we  paused  in 
our  progress,  and  lay  off  on  our  oars ;  making  amicable  signs  for  the 
natives  to  lay  down  their  weapons,  bows  and  arrows,  which  they  did 
without  hesitation.  I  then  pulled  in  to  tlie  shore,  and  landed  a  short 
distance  from  the  Lidians ;  and  by  signs  inviicd  six  of  them  to  meet 
me.  This  they  also  did,  with  evident  willittffness.  After  giving  them 
a  friendly  and  even  cordial  reception,  which  inspired  them  with  re- 
newed confidence,  I  invited  tliem  to  enter  one  of  my  boats,  while  I 
advanced  and  saluted  tlicir  friends.  This  request  they  complied  with, 
but  with  some  reluctance  ;  wiicn  I  ordered  the  boats  to  haul  off,  and  lay 
about  the  fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  shore. 

Having  Aus  secured  a  sufficient  number  of  hostages  for  my  personal 
safety,  I  advanced  along  the  beach  to  have  an  interview  with  the  whole 
tribe,  consisting  of  about  two  thousand,  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages,  by 
whom  I  was  received  in  the  most  amicable  manner.  Thev  tool;  me 
to  their  wigwams,  and  showed  mc  every  mark  of  hospitahiy  in  thci:- 
power.  I  remained  on  shore  with  them  about  two  hours ;  a  pari  ui' 
which  lime  I  spent  in  examming  their  habitations  and  mode  of  living, 
and  the  remainder  in  shooting  birds  at  some  distance  in  the  woods, 
i  At  lengtli  the  natives  began  to  evince  some  symptoms  of  nneasuiess 
respecting-  the  fiifo  of  tlicir  friends  and  counfri'mcn  in  my  boat.  On 
perceiving  this,  1  promptly  repaired  to  the  shore,  and  ordered  llio  bo;i: 
to  pull  in.  The  moniciu  sIlc  reached  tlie  beach  the  six  Indians  leaped 
on  shore,  apparently  rejoicing  at  tfadr  safe  deliverance.  I  tlieu  entered 
the  boat,  and  invited  the  one  whom  I  supposed  to  be  tlie  chief  of  the 
tribe  to  accompany  me  to  the  vessel.  To  this  proposition«  however, 
he  would  not  accede,  untU  I  ordered  one  of  my  men  to  jump  on  shore, 
and  run  up  to  the  villn^re,  to  show  ihcm  how  much  we  relied  on  tlieir 
fidrlity.  On  seeing  this,  the  chief  instantly  appreciated  the  motive, 
uiid  stepped  into  the  boat,  with  a  conUdence  thai  bespoke  iiitellect  and 
feeling.  In  a  few  minutes  we  weie  <m  board  the  wasp,  where  we 
jfound  a  warm  breakfast  [)rcpared«  awaiting  the  return  of  the  boats. 

This  chief  appeared  to  be  a  man  of  amiable  disposition,  and  con- 
sideralile  mind,  the  evidences  of  which  were  legibly  written  in  his 
countenance.  A.-,  bOon  as  he  found  himself  on  the  deck  of  the  schooner, 
he  looked  around  him  with  an  expression  of  strong  curiosity,  not  un- 
mm^led  with  surprise,  and  in  some  instances  aslonttfament  These 
eentmienis  were  still  more  forcibly  expressed  when  I  conducted  him  to 
the  cabin,  and  mvited  him  to  take  a  seat  at  the  breakfast  table.  He 
examined  every  thing  as  if  he  wished  to  become  acquainted  with  its 
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nature,  principles,  causes,  and  effects ;  so  ihai  I  set  liim  down  for  an 
Indian  pUilosopher.  He  seemed  to  combine  the  spirit  of  deep  inTestiga- 
lioii  Willi  the  childish  einiptieity  of  the  nntntoied  Indian. 

At  table  he  erineed  a  (wgree  of  diffidence,  and  even  delicacy,  which 
Is  not  eonmon  in  the  savage  charru  ter.  He  seemed  to  relish  our  food, 
however,  and  showed  a  partimbr  partiality  for  molasses  and  sugnr. 
After  breakfast  we  took  Ivirn  on  ^!iore,  and  restored  him  to  ins  anxious 
family  and  subjects,  who  received  iiim  with  the  londestdonionBtiations 

gi  pleasure,  ,       /.  » 

ifttV  This  afternoon  we  were  visited  by  a  great  number  of  the 
na&fi  in  canoes.  As  soon  as  they  had  approaclied  within  hearing, 
they  commenced  singing  in  a  plaintive  strain,  accompanied  with  a  va- 
rien-  of  gesnires,  whicli  1  ^ilu  rward  learaeJ  were  symbolical  tokens 
of  inendship.  When  iliey  had  come  witluii  a  few  yards  of  the  vessel 
they  ceased  paddUng,  and  appeared  to  be  waiting  for  some  enconrage- 
ment  to  advance,  I  therefore  made  signs  for  them  to  come  on  board. 
These  signs  were  cither  miscoostraed  or  else  they  wanted  more  time 
to  examme  the  exterior  of  the  schooner  before  they  ventured  on  board. 
From  tlicir  manoeuvres,  in'^pp-'tion,  gestures,  and  consultations,  it  ap- 
peared to  me  as  if  ihey  were  doubtful  whether  the  Wasp  was  actually 
a  big  canoe  or  a  monster  of  the  deep. 

Alter  paddlmg  round  the  vessel,  and  critically  examining  her  fore 
and  aft,  some  of  them  approached  her  on  the  larl>oarJ  side,  and  two 
of  the  men  at  length  ventured  to  come  on  board.  I  received  them  in 
the  most  friendly  manner,  and  invited  iliem  to  partake  of  such  provi- 
sions as  we  had  at  hund — beef,  pork,  potatoes,  and  bread,  to  whicli  i 
helped  them  pleniUully.  They  readily  partook  of  the  beef,  and  ap- 
peared so  extravagantly  fond  of  the  potatoes  that  I  regretted  I  had  not 
a  larger  supply,  Iiaving  only  a  limited  quantity  on  board  as  a  prevent- 
ive of  the  sciirv)-.  The  pork  they  promptly  rejected,  and  scareely 
tasted  of  the  bread.  This  circumstance  might  lend  some  support  to  an 
hypoiliesis  lately  advanced,  atid  sustained  with  considerable  ability,  tliat 
the  aborigines  of  America  arc  dc5?epndants  of  the  lost  tribes  of  Israel. 

As  many  of  their  canoes  were  now  alongside  I  distributed  food  and 
some  iriliiug  presents  to  all  of  them.  As  they  appeared  to  ael  a  pe- 
culiar value  on  scraps  of  iron,  or  any  article  made  of  that  material,  I 
contrived  to  supply  every  one  with  a  piece  of  an  old  hoop,  a  broken 
hinge,  a  crooked  pump-bolt,  or  a  nisty  spike ;  while  to  the  females  I 
gave  each  a  string  of  beads.  They  seemed  much  deli<j;htcd  with  my 
apparent  liberaUty,  and  ii  cnjuently  pointed  upwards  as  they  miunblcd 
over  a  few  unintelligible  words,  among  wliich  I  could  distinguish  one 
which  sounded  like  Setedos,  which  I  afterward  understood  to  signify 
the  Deity. 

PrcvioQs  to  their  departure,  the  chief,  whose  name  was  Chclcule, 

made  a  short  speech  to  his  subjects,  who  immediately  responded  to  it 
in  a  kind  of  chorus,  or  devotional  anthem,  in  which  they  often  repeated 
the  word  Sctcdvs,  at  the  same  time  pomting  to  heaven  with  much  ap- 
parent awe  and  reverence.  When  this  ceremony  was  finished  they  aU 
paddled  for  the  shore,  and  repaired  to  their  wigwams  in  the  village, 
which  was  about  tbiee-qnaicefs  of  a  mile  fhmt  (be  vessel 


Digitized  by  Google 


9S  EXCURBIOK  UP  IHDIAH  SOUND.  [18M^ 

3/ay  \Oth. — This  day  about  Mt*en  hundred  of  the  natives  came 
aioiigside,  men,  women,  and  children ;  and  now  that  they  had  acquired 
eonfidence  in  our  amieable  inteDtioiis,  they  became  amunag  aiiid  inleiest- 

ing.  I  permitted  them  all  to  come  on  board  by  turns,  and  partake  of 
that  hospitality  which  had  so  clelightcfi  their  friends  the  preceding  day. 
Previous  to  their  departure  1  succeeded  in  makinj:  Cheleule  understand 
that  I  was  goiug  up  to  the  head  of  the  sound  with  iwo  boats  on  the 
ibilowin^  morning,  in  search  of  die-woods ;  and  wished  lum,  with  tiiree 
or  (oar  or  his  tril^,  to  accompany  me.  To  this  propositkm  be  leadily 
assrated,  and  took  his  leave. 

May  1 1  th, — This  morning  our  boats  were  lowered,  and  prepared  for 
a  week's  cruise.  A  brass  swivel  wiili  plenty  of  ammunition  wms  placed 
in  each  of  them,  togetlier  with  a  due  nuuibc  i  of  muskets,  pistols,  and 
lances.  I  selected  ten  men  for  our  contempiatcd  excursion,  who  were 
armed  with  eutlaMes.  When  every  thing  waa  ready,  my  first  officer 
haviog  received  his  instnictions  respecting  his  deportment  to  the  na- 
tives during  our  absence,  we  left  the  vessel  and  pulled  for  the  village. 
The  chief,  Cheleule,  was  awaiting  our  arrival  on  the  beach  with  four 
of  his  people :  I  immediately  requested  him  to  leave  orders  with  his 
tribe  for  no  one  to  go  off  to  the  vessel  until  we  retiurned.  With  this  re- 
quest he  readily  complied,  and  his  orders  were  stricily  obeyed,  for  not 
a  single  eanoe  approached  the  Wasp  diu-ing  oar  abseoce. 

Having  received  these  honest  savages  on  board  our  hoats,  we  pntos 
the  sails,  and  at  5,  A.  AL,  steered  for  tliehead  of  the  sound,  in  a  west- 
north-west  direction,  with  the  wintl  !ro;a  south-west,  and  clear  weatlier. 
Although  we  passed  aloug  the  siiore  vcrj^  rapidly,  I  was  enabled  to  per- 
ceive that  the  soil  was  ricli,  and  the  cotmtiy  ve^  fine,  'i'he  farther 
we  advanced  op  the  lagoon  the  heavier  we  RNnui  the  timber,  and  the 
thicker  the  grass.  In  fact,  the  more  I  saw  of  this  part  of  the  conti- 
nent the  better  I  liked  it,  and  the  firmer  became  my  convicUoa  that 
there  are  few  fmor  countries  in  the  world. 

At  12  o'clue  k  we  partook  of  a  cold  dinner  with  excellent  appeiues; 
and  as  we  had  now  a  ieadiug  w  ind,  and  were  going  at  the  rate  of  about 
seven  mika  an  honr«  I  oondiided  not  to  step  until  night,  as  there  were 
no  indications  of  the  head  of  the  bay  being  near  at  hand.  In  tlie 
evening  savage  friend  Cheleule  inform  r  d  me  that  a  very  lar^^c  tribe 
of  natives  was  located  about  ten  miles  farther;  and  tluiLtoro  he 
thought  it  woiUd  be  best  to  land  at  a  spot  he  pointed  out,  aiu!  ct.rain[) 
for  the  iiighu  I  immediately  adojpted  the  suggestion,  and  steered  lor 
the  pomt  proposed." 

At  9,  P.  In.,  we  landed  mabeaniifal  vaOeytOOiveiedwiih  verdnreyand 
interspersed  with  groves,  meadows,  and  other  rural  scenery  of  Ae 
most  picturesque  description.  I  judged  that  we  were  now  about  eighty 
miles  from  the  vessel ;  the  southern  extremity  of  the  Cordilleras  was 
far  to  the  eastward  of  us,  and  other  indications  bore  tesumony  that  we 
were  fanned  by  airs  from  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

It  bdng  low  water  when  we  landed*  we  fimnd  anabandsnceof  mns* 
dea  and  elame,  and  eani|;ht  about  two  hmdred  fine  mullet  at  the  month 
of  a  small  fresh-water  nver  a  few  rods  £rom  the  boats.  Our  four  na- 
tives soon  had  a  fire  kittdled»  while  the  sailors  were  cn^ployed  in  £bU- 
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ing  some  red-wood  trees,  they  being  the  besi  luel-umber  thai  grows* 
Tue  heat  it  piodaced  was  bo  iatme  that  we  coold  aearceljr  approach 
the  fire-near  enough  to  cook  our  suppera,  wlilch  done  by  boiling 
about  two  banda  of  dams  and  musclee,  and  iijring  a  quanti^  of  the 

mullet. 

About  1 1,  P.  ^T.,  we  all  turned  in,  or,  more  correctly,  lay  dou-n  by  the 
fire,  keepmg  one  mail  oa  the  look-out  througli  the  uighu  Ai  daylight 
I  was  awakened  by  Gheleulei  who  gave  me  to  understand  that  it  was 
tune  to  be  moring.  Eveiy  man  was  soon  on  his  feet,  when  we  found 
a  warm  breakfast  ready  prepared  for  us  by  the  sailor  who  had  the  mom* 
ing  watch.  As  soon  as  this  agreeable  duty  had  been  properly  per- 
formed, we  re>embsurked  in  our  boats,  and  again  proceeded  on  our  uortii- 
westerly  course. 

May  I2th, — At  11,  A.M.,  we  had  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  bay,  or 
aaluwater  lagoon,  and  were  now  about  one  hundred  miles  from  the  ves- 
ael,  on  nearly  a  wesUby-notth  course  fur  eighty  miles,  and  north-west* 

by«west  for  twenty  miles.  Here  we  foimd  a  tribe  of  Indians  conipri«« 
ing  about  foiu'  thousand  souls,  men,  women,  and  children,  in  a  village 
situated  in  a  very  extensive  valley  on  the  west  bank  of  a  river  called 
by  the  natives  Capac.  This  river  extends  into  the  country  about  sev- 
enty-five miles  in  a  northerly  direetiott,  and  it  was  my  mtenUoo  to  as- 
cend it  as  far  as  practicable,  in  search  of  die-woods. 

We  were  favourably  received  and  hospitably  treated  by  the  chief 
and  people  of  this  powerful  tribe  of  natives,  :;s  soon  as  theusunl 
ceremonies  of  introduction  were  over,  Cheleule  prevailed  on  tiiechiei, 
whose  name  was  Calexchem,  to  accompany  us  up  the  river ;  he  ac- 
cordingly took  a  seat  in  my  boat,  and  at  1,  P.  M.,  we  were  all  ready  for 
a  start,  with  a  fresh  breeze  from  soudHMU^-west,  attended. with  a 
light  rain.  As  we  proceeded  we  carefully  examined  both  banks  of  the 
river  for  the  purpose  of  finding  die-stufl*s. 

After  ascending  this  river  about  twenty  miles,  against  a  ?:trong  freshet, 
we  landed  at  7,  P.  M.,  for  the  purpose  of  taldug  up  our  lodgings  for 
the  night  in  the  skirts  of  a  pleasant  valley  which  extended  to  the  river. 
Here  we  pitched  our  tent^-^re  and  supper  followed  in  the  usual  style 
of  exploring  parties ;  after  which  each  man  gathered  from  the  trees  as 
much  moss  as  would  serve  fur  a  pillow,  and  then  stretched  himself  by 
the  fire,  on  M  hicli  we  had  placed  a  plenty  of  fuel,  to  keep  the  tenants 
of  the  forest  at  a  rcspcetful  distance. 

About  daylight  we  were  alarmed  by  the  roaring  of  some  wild  beast, 
which  the  natives  called  faiche-ani,  and  which  we  afterward  discov- 
ered was  the  South  American  lira.  After  daylight  we  saw  many 
drorea  of  gnanacoes  and  deer ;  and  by  8,  A.  M.,  we  had  shot  seven  gray 
foxes  and  four  deer,  the  flesh  of  which  was  not  unacceptable  after  our 
previous  lent  on  clams  and  mullet.  We  now  resumed  oiu*  search  for  die- 
woods,  but  could  discover  nothing  but  inferior  kinds  of  fustic  aiul  red- 
wood, some  specimens  of  which  I  caused  to  be  conveyed  to  the  boats- 

May  13th, — ^At  9,  A.  M.,  beuig  convinced  that  any  Aurther  attempts 
to  dtsoorer  valuable  die-woods  on  the  banks  of  this  river  wouM  prove 
fruitless,  we  gave  upUie  pursuit,  and  embarked  in  our  boats  to  return  to 
die  vessel.  We  descenoed  the  river  leisurely,  i^diog  down  with  the 
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eunrent,  and  stopping  occasionally  in  some  beautiful  valloy  or  varie- 
gated ffrovp,  to  shoot  foxp«,  birds,  and  deer.  We  arrived  nt  Calex- 
cli  Pin's  vilhiLT  at  aix»ui  se\  (mi  in  the  evening;  and,  aticr  iaiiduig  iheold 
chiei,  witii  many  ihanks  and  some  trifling  presents,  we  proceeded 
about  tm  nitea  down  the  bay ;  when  at  10,  P.  M«»  we  landed  near  tbe 
aootli  «f  a  fireab-water  rirer  on  the  north  ahore. 

After  cooking  part  of  our  venison,  and  making  some  bread  coffee, 
we  all  partook  of  a  hearty  supper.  As  it  was  now  raining  severely, 
we  were  obliged  to  pilch  our  teiu,  which  was  ncxci  done  in  fair 
weatlier.  About  midnight  the  watch  was  sct^  and  liic  rest  turned  in, 
eoon  forgetting  their  fittignes  and  wet  jackets  in  dreams  of  home,  and 
those  mrai  scenes  which  smilmg  May  was  at  this  moment  decoratmg 
hi  all  the  charms  of  naturct  at  the  distance  of  six  thousand  miles  ftom 
the  sleepers. 

■  May  lith. — At  daylight  I  found  the  wind  blowing  a  strong  breeze 
from  the  south-east,  and  as  we  could  make  but  Utile  lieadway  in  pull- 
ing to  windward  willi  the  tide  against  us,  I  ordered  liie  men  to  prepare 
themselves  for  htmting ;  and  after  breakfast  we  all  stavted  in  pursuit  of 
game  of  any  kind  that  oonld  be  found.  It  was  5«  P.  M.,  when  we  re* 
turned,  having  strayed  many  miles  into  the  country ;  and  the  result  of 
our  sport  was  fivr  deer,  three  foxes,  and  a  number  of  birds  of  difler- 
ent  kinds.  During  tliis  excursion  I  paid  more  attention  to  the  qualities 
of  timber  than  to  the  duties  of  a  sportsman.  I  found  the  same  kinds 
of  trees  here  that  I  examined  at  Fort  Famine,  and  the  wild-celery, 
scurvy-graaa,  die.  were  shooting  into  seed  in  abaost  everjr  direction. 
What  marks  of  Divine  wisdom  are  to  be  seen  in  eveiy  thmg !  The 
bane  nnri  antidote,  if  not  placed  '^itlr  by  side,  arc  generaTly  found 
within  hailing  distance.  Higli  southern  latitudes  are  ihought  to  pro- 
duce the  scurvy  on  board  of  ships,  and  the  same  iaiiiudes  produce 
on  land  the  best  possible  antidotes  to  the  disease,  in  the  greatest 
abundance. 

Cor  sportsmen  were  all  fatigued  and  hungry,  and  therefore  enjoyed 
a  good  supper  and  a  night^s  repose  with  the  greater  zest  At  2,  A.  M., 
I  found  that  the  w'lvA  had  changed  to  the  westward,  and  produced  fair 
weather;  I  tiiereiore  called  upon  all  hands  to  turnouu  and  prepare  for 
a  cruise  towards  tlie  entrance  of  the  soimd. 
'  May  l6tlL — ^At  3,  A.  M.,  the  tent  was  struck,  the  remahiderof  our 
game  put  on  board  the  boats,  and  eyeiy  thmg  m  readiness  for  a  start* 
We  passed  down  the  north  shore  with  a  gentle  breeie  from  the  west- 
ward, frequently  landing  in  some  charming  valley  or  waving  forest,  to 
enjoy  tlic  scene  and  search  for  die-woods,  but  always  witliout  success. 
We  reached  the  Wasp  at  9,  P.  M.,  finding  every  thing  in  the  same  order 
as  when  we  left  it.  I  kept  our  friend  Cheleule  and  his  companions  oa 
board  during  the  night ;  and  the  next  morning,  after  givmg  them  a  good 
Inreakfast,  and  many  little  presents  of  high  value  in  their  estunation,  I 
set  them  on  shore  at  8,  A.  M.,  where  Cheleule  was  received  by.his 
people  with  the  strongest  demonstrations  of  joy.  On  t  iking  leave  of 
the  old  chief  1  expressed  a  wish  to  take  one  of  his  sons  with  me  to  the 
United  States,  promising  to  bring  him  back  again  in  about  two  years. 
The  father  consented  without  hesitation,  and  presented  me  one  of  bis 


Digitized  by  Google 


Jlay.J  NATIVES  OP  MAGELLAN'S  STRAIT. 

t        •  * 

teys  on  the  spot,  who  seenud  miMli  rejoie^     tbe  oeeanon,  and 

after  receiving  the  farewell  embraces  of  his  parents,  went  ou  board 
vr'nh  the  most  cheerful  nlnerity.  I  immediately  had  him  clothed,  and 
he  ( xj  ressed  much  sausfuction  in  being  placed  under  my  care  and 
protection.  I 
It  being  now  ealm,  we  could  not  get iinder  way,  and  theconseqneiiee 
was  that  we  bad  a  great  nuniber  of  viaiters  to  see  and  take  leave  of 
jay  yofung  savage  proteg^.  This  appeared  to  affect  him,  and  he  evinced 
more  sensibihty  on  the  occasion  than  I  had  anticipated,  as  the  savage 
characfer  has  never  been  disting^iished  for  a  vivid  expression  of  feeling. 
'  May  IQth. — ^At  7,  A.M.,  a  light  breeze  sprang  up  iiom  liie  west- 
south-west,  when  we  immediately  got  und^wa^,  and  commenced  ply- 
ing to  the  eouUi-wect,  to  get  hold  of  the  Pnegian  dunre.  Before  we 
had  pfroceeded  far,  the  mother  of  yomig  Cheleide  came  alongside  to 
take  a  final  Icavn  of  her  <hirling  boy.  Tliis  was  too  much  for  tbe  poor 
fellow:  he  burst  inio  a  paroxysm  of  tc;irs  as  soon  his  motliei  left, 
the  vessel,  and  earnestly  begged  me  to  let  ium  go  on  siioic  wuh  her. 
Perceiving  this  to  be  tlie  wish  of  both,  and  that  they  were  much  af- 
fected, I  recalled  the  old  woman,  and  veattwed  her  son  to  her«  wluch 
rendered  both  of  them  extremely  lutp|iy.  As  a  testimony  of  Ide  gr«ti> 
tudc  the  youth  begged  me  to  accept  of  his  dog,  which  he  set  great 
store  by,  it  being  a  present  from  his  father.  This  dog  was  remarkable 
for  his  cunning  and  sai'arity,  resembling  a  fox  both  in  form  and  dispo- 
sition. The  head,  in  parucuiar,  bespeaks  its  reiauuusiii|)  to  that  animal. 
It  IB  a  little  larger  than  our  terrier,  and  is  the  only  canme  breed  that  I 
saw  among  th^e  natives. 

The  dress  of  ibis  people,  which  is  the  same  in  both  sexes.  Is  formed  of, 
tlic  skins  of  the  sea-otter,  gnanaco,  fox,  deer,  or  seal,  sewed  together  with 
tlie  animal's  sinews,  entrails,  or  thongs  cut  from  the  skins,  in  the  form 
of  a  blanket.  This  is  thrown  over  the  shoulders,  and  tied  under  the  chin ; 
the  lower  part  being  wrapped  round  the  body  like  a  cloak.  Boili  sexes 
paint  their  laces  m  sneh  a  manner  as  to  give  them  a  hideoos  exptes- 
sion,  and  yet  I  scarcely  saw  two  of  them  alDce*  Some  were  painted  red, 
with  a  large  black  circle  round  each  eye ;  others  were  distinguished  by 
horizontal  streaks  across  the  face  of  ahcniate  black  and  white.  >  How- 
ever grotesque  they  appeared  to  us,  they  evidently  prided  themselves 
on  this  display  of  fasluou  and  taste.  Every  one  of  them  wuh  whom  I 
had  any  intctooorse,  was  as  ready  to  giro  as  to  receive  trifling  presents, 
if  I  expressed  a  widi  to  that  efleet.  From  these  mutual  kindnesses, 
however,  they  very  soon  caught  t!ic  idea  olquid  pro  quoy  and  became 
adepts  in  the  science  of  tmde.  But  I  never  detcctrd  one  of  them  in 
the  act  of  stealing  to  the  value  of  a  nail,  either  from  the  vessel  or  the 
boats ;  nor  did  I  see  or  hear  of  a  single  quarrel  or  contention  among 
themselves.  > 

*  Their  canoea  display  much  ingemii^  and  mechanical  oontiifaneo. 
They  are  oenstmcted  of  bark  pAed  from  the  entire  tmnk  of  a  large 

tree  resembling  our  white  bufdi,  which  grows  here  in  great  abundance. 

Three  such  pieces  will  form  an  entire  canoe,  from  twelve  to  eighteen 
feet  in  length,  t'.vo  feet  in  depth,  and  two  feet  six  inches  m  breadth  at 
the  centre,  or  widest  pan.   One  piece  lurms  the  bottom,  and  two  the 
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8ide«t  neatly  sewed  together  with  leather  thongs  or  the  sinews  of 
animals.  The  ribs  are  L^^m-r  illv  mndo  of  slender  branches  or  saplingSi 
split  in  the  centre  as  cooptTs  tlo  tlu  ir  iioop-poles.  These  are  bent 
into  a  seniicircle  with  the  tiat  side  outwards,  and  fastened  to  the  inside 
of  the  canoe,  which  is  tfans  kept  dialended  to  its  proper  shape,  and 
rendered  suflieiently  stroog.  The  gmiwaleB  m  ibiniea  of  the  same 
material,  sewed  on  in  the  tame  manner. 

Each  of  these  bonis  is  eoiiinicnly  divided  into  six  distinct  rompart- 
mcntir  viz.  the  first  enntaiiis  their  lisliiner  tackle  and  apparatus;  the 
second  is  occupied  by  the  women,  who  handle  the  forward  paddles ; 
the  third  is  then*  fireplace,  having  a  hearth  of  sand  the  fourth  is  the 
well-nHMii,  or  place  tat  hailing ;  the  fifth  contains  the  men,  who  ply  the 
stem  padres ;  and  the  sixth  is  the  place  where  their  apean,  bows  and 
arrows,  <tr.  are  carefully  deposited.  In  the  management  of  these  frail 
barks,  skill  nnd  tl.'xierity  are  more  requisite  than  physical  strength; 
and  yet  they  are  made  to  ply  to  windward  at  a  stirprising  rate.  Some 
of  them  are  made  more  square,  but  are  not  so  easily  managed,  nor  do 

nmore  so  swiftly, 
esides  the  weapons  already  mentioned,  the  sling  is  much  used  by 
this  people,  and  with  such  effect,  that  the  descendants  of  Benjamin 
ought  no  Ioniser  to  boast  of  their  left-handed  progenitors.  It  is  made 
of  the  sea-otter's  skin,  of  the  usual  form,  and  nearly  tiiree  feet  in  lengtli. 
Their  spear-heads  Jire  made  of  hard  bone,  about  &ix  inchey  long,  well 
pointed,  with  a  barb  on  each  side  about  three  inches  from  the  point. 
These  are  attached  to  straight  poles,  smoothly  finished,  and  about  twelve 
feet  in  length.  This  weapon,  which  they  use  in  taking  seals  and  sea* 
otters,  is  thrown,  like  the  aneicnt  javelin,  from  a  level  with  the  eye, 
duly  balanced  in  the  nizht  band,  and  seldom  fails  of  its  intended  effect. 
Tlicir  bows  are  niadeol'  an  elastic  \vo(>d,  wliieh  is  hard  and  subcepable 
of  a  high  polish.  Tiiev  arc  generally  about  lour  feet  in  leugtl),  strimg 
with  slips  of  the  otter-skin  or  plaited  sinews.  The  arrows  are  made 
of  finely  poHshed  wood  of  great  hardness,  pointed  with  a  sharp  flint  of 
triangular  shape,  and  are  about  three  feet  in  length. 

The  arms  of  the«e  Indians,  hov.  ever,  are  no  ecrtain  indication  of  their 
bei!i[r  a  warlike  peoj)lc  ;  niy  own  impression  is  decidedly  that  ihey  are 
iioi,  their  habits  and  manners  being  timid  and  pacitic.  The  weapons  just 
described  are  rather  their  tools  of  trade  by  which  they  procure  a  liveli- 
hood, the  flood  and  the  forest  behig  their  principal  resources  for  food» 
which  generally  consists  of  shellfish,  seal  ilesh  and  bhlbber,  sca-otterS| 
shags,  and  a  few  wild  animals  that  inhabit  the  forests,  as  T  ])ave  before 
mentioned.  They  keep  their  game  until  it  is  nearly  putrid  before  they 
eat  it.  1 
Their  natural  complexion  is  a  palo  yellow,  inclining  to  copper- 
colour,  as  can  easily  be  ascertained  by  those  parts  of  their  bodies  which 
are  not  daubed  over  with  paints  of  different  colours.  I  found  no  diffi- 
culty in  conversing  with  them  by  signs,  though  whenever  Uiey  were  at 
a  loss  for  mv  mcnninR-,  they  invariably  imitated  my  motions  and 
repeated  my  words, -which  rendered  or.r  inlereonrsf  somewhat  tedious. 
It  must  be  admitted  that  tb(  y  arc  sadly  ddicieiu  in  the  virtue  of  per- 
sonal cleanliness ;  but  not  so   horribly  offensive  and  loatbaome  M 
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has  been  reprcseiucd  by  Cordova  ami  others.  In  almost  every  respect, 
however,  they  are  a  race  ol  people  far  inferior  to  the  Patagonians.  and 
not  much  less  degraded  than  the  natives  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  whom 
aU  navigators  unite  in  pronouncing  the  most  wretched  race  of  mortals 
OU  earth. 

Though  the  women  arc  of  much  smaller  size  than  the  men,  the 
former  are  compelled  to  do  all  the  labour  and  drudgery.  Thoy  build 
the  wigwams,  fraflicr  the  shellfisii,  paddle  the  canoes,  <fcc.,  while  the  v 
men  either  sit  at  liieir  ease,  or  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  the  chase.  The 
men,  however,  occaaioiiaUv  evince  considerable  fondness  for  their  wives 
and  ehttdreiL  On  the  wLde,  I  became  somewhat  interested  in  this 
apparently  wretched  races  especially  when  I  reflected  on  the  probability 
of  their  ancestors  havinir  hccn  driven  from  more  genial  climes  to  this 
jnouni  iinous  region  by  Uie  barbarity  of  strangers,  who  professed  to  be 
paitenis  tor  the  human  race  in  civilization  and  religion.  If  such  be 
the  fact,  I  wish  these  poor  Indians  might  be  informed  that  the  iniquity 
of  their,  invaders  has  been  severely  visited  on  their  own  children^  until 
most  of  them,  at  the  present  moment,  are  more  indolent,  quite  as  filthy, 
almost  as  ignorant,  and  far  less  innocent  than  the  natives  of  Magellan's 
Strait.  Who  shall  say  that  the  latter  are  not  aa  much  in  the  keeping 
of  the  Deity  as  tlie  lui  mer  ? 

Mau  l7tL — We  left  ludiau  Souiid  oa  Fnda)  ,  tiie  lUiii,  at  seven 
o*clockt  A.  as  before  stated*  and  laid  our  course  across  the  strait 
towards  die  limd  of  Fire.  On  the  following  day,  at  seven,  P.  M.,  we 
were  close  in  with  lihe  southern  shore,  when  the  wind  hauled  round  to 
the  south-south-west.  Havinf^  relinqiii-hrd  the  hope  of  finding  any 
die- woods  in  this  strait,  although  there  are  otlier  woods  of  great  value, 
I  concluded  to  make  the  best  of  our  way  to  tlie  Facitic  Ocean.  We 
had  now  a  fine  breeze  offshore,  and  Ught  snow-squalls  during  the 
night  At  daylight  we  were  about  five  nSles  to  the  eastward  of  Cape 
Pillar,  which  forms  the  norih<westem  extremity  of  Terra  del  Fuego^ 
in  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

May  18///. — At  one  oVlock,  P.  M.,  we  landed  on  the  Four  Evan- 
gelists, where  we  took  one  hmulred  and  fwontv-scven  fur-seals.  At 
six,  P.  M.,  we  were  fairly  clear  of  die  ^iraii,  and  tioatiug  on  the  bosom 
of  that  immense  ocean  which  stretches  between  America  and  Asia  in 
one  direetioDt  and  the  antarctic  circle  and  Beehring's  Strait  hi 
another.  We  now  commenced  examining  the  Pacific  coast  to  the  north 
of  Cape  Victory,  which  is  the  northern  boundar}'  of  the  western  en- 
trance of  Magellan's  Strait,  i  liave  already  stated  that  the  southern 
boundary  of  this  entrance  is  Cape  Pillar,  lying  south-sonih-east  from 
Cape  Victory,  distant  eight  leagues.  About  midway  between  these 
two  capes  are  four  small  islands,  or  rooks,  called  the  Four  Evangelists, 
just  memioned.  Three  of  these  are  low,  but  the  fourth  is  moderately 
high,  in  appearance  resembling  a  hay-stacL.  These  islands  lie  in  lat. 
52°34'S.,  long.  75°  8'  W.  The  passncros  between  them  and  the  last- 
mentioned  capes  are  easy  and  free  from  danger.  Vurintion  per  azi- 
mutli  23^  47'  easterly.    Cape  Victory  is  in  iau  52'       S.,  lung. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

C/OOUntncc  $un  eying  the  Western  Const  of  South  America — Capw  St.  Isabel  and 
St.  Lucia — iStrait  of  rono<»pt!on — Cnpo  St.  Jnjia— St.  IM.irlin'i*  If.!;in.!— I5vcr^.'> 
Strait — Island  of  Mjulro  Jc  Dios — Capes  Three  Points  and  Corso — Campana 
-Channel  and  Island — Port  St.  Barbara — Cape  Nixon — Guajaneeo  Island* — 
Intcr^  u  \v  with  a  tril>e  of  Indians  riilli  d  the  Caucaee — A  brief  Dcgrripd.jn  of 
these  Natives — The  Fourth  of  July — The  Wasp  in  a  perilous  Situation  on  a 
Rock — ^Damages  rcpaifed^ — Ancbon  converted  into  Rudder  Iroiui— ^t  Sail  lor 
Mocha  Ialand--Obtata  fieah  Pkoviriona— laland  of  Santa  Maria. 

From  Cape  Victory,  about  thirty-five  miles,  on  a  north-west-half- 
north  course,  lies  Cape  Isabel ;  and  eight  miles  beyond  that,  on  a  north- 
west-haU^west  course,  is  a  point  of  land  forming  the  sonh  bonndary 
of  a  strait  which  penetrates  easiwardly  through  an  archipelago  of  small 
islands,  which  have  never  been  accurately  surveyed.  We  continued 
following  the  coast,  or  ratlier  the  western  sliores  of  a  chain  of  islands 
forminsf  the  Gulf  of  Trinidad,  which  imiies  with  Ma<i(Han's  Strait  at 
Cape  'I'amcr.  Oiu*  bouts  were  constantly  close  in  bliore,  searching 
every  mile  of  the  coast  for  seals*  and  aseertahung  the  eharactarof  the 
shores,  depth  of  water,  &c.  There  were  very  few  for  seals  to  be 
found,  however. 

Mai/  2Gth. — At  two,  P.  M.,  we  nrrivcd  at  Capo  Sr.  Lucia,  in  lat. 
51''  25'  S.,  long.  75°  33' W.  In  the  direction  ol"  iiorth-nortli-wcst- 
hali-wcii  iiom  tliis  cape  lies  Su  Jago,  a  point  of  land  /orming  the 
fiouthem  extremity  of  St.  Martin's  bland,  lat.  AO®  58'  S.,  lon;,^.  75^  85' 
W.  Between  this  and  St  Lucia  is  a  nnmerous  cluster  of  islands, 
•with  deep  water  all  around  them.  There  are  many  reefs  and  sunken 
rocks  on  the  seaboard,  and  also  among  these  islands,  but  tl!«>!r  presence 
is  always  indicated  by  kelp,  or  rock-weed,  which  suffident 
warning.  They  ailord  many  excellent  harbours,  ami  i>lii])s  may  sail 
among  them  in  the  daytime  with  perfect  safety,  only  taking  care  to 
fiteer  clear  of  the  kelp.  They  also  furnish  wood  and  water  in  abtm,- 
flance,  and  their  shores  are  much  frequented  by  hair-seals*  For 
repairing  ve«?se?s  they  furnish  cverv  facilitv,  ns  timber  of  nlma^t  any 
description  can  be  had  here  with  very  iiitie  iroiiblc,  and  the  natives 
seldom  visit  Uicse  islands.  Ships  may  pass  irom  Magclhm's  Strait 
within  all  these  islands  by  entering  the  sound  at  Cape  Tamer,  and 
they  will  find  a  safe  and  easy  passage  to  the  Gulf  of  Trinidad,  a  dis- 
tance of  seventy  leagues,  all  the  way  sheltered  fiom  the  sea  hy  the 
tinbroken  chain  of  islands  which  gem  this  part  of  the  coast,  and  prevent 
tlie  surge  from  the  Pacific  reaching  the  shore  of  the  continent.  The 
•country  on  both  sides  of  this  sound  is  covered  with  the  tinest  ship- 
timber  in  tlie  world,  and  the  soil  is  capable  of  producing  any  tiling 
coneenisl  lo  Uie  elimate.  Tho  abores  aro  freqnenied  by  sea  otters, 
irhdiB  tb0  TaUeys,  plains,  and  ftnsts  abound  with  deer,  goancoest 
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foxes,  and  a  number  of  oilier  qundmnfds  of  diflVrcnt  species.  The 
proves  arc  tenanted  by  a  great  v  n  u  iv  of  birds  of  the  most  beautil'ul 
pluiuitge,  and  die  geully  undulating  plains  are  clothed  with  a  rich  ver- 
dure, gayly  enameued  with  a  yuriety  of  flowers. 

June  2d, — ^We  arrived  at  Byers^s  Strait  (90  calltd  in  honour  of  one 
of  our  owners),  which  separates  the  island  of  St.  Martin  from  that  of 
La  Madre  de  Dios.  A  ship  of  nny  size  may  pn-s  throiij^h  this  strait 
wiih^ase  and  safety,  as  it  is  clear  of  danger.  Un  ihc  north  sliore  are 
two  fine  Jiaibourji,  and  ihcre  it.  another  which  is  very  commodious  oil 
tiie  soul h-ea4>i  part  of  tlie  island  of  St.  Martin,  about  five  miles  from 
Cape  St.  Jago.  By  following  the  eastern  shore  of  St.  Jago*  which 
fftiusin  a  north-east  duq^tion,  tliis  port  is  easily  found.  The  entrance 
is  plain,  and  the  course  of  the  channel  is  north-west  for  about  two  miles, 
forming  a  circular  basin  completely  laud-locked  by  a  few  small  islands 
ai  its  entrance.  Tlie  depth  of  water  in  going  in  is  ten  fatlioms  ;  and 
within  the  basin  Irom  five  to  fifteen  fatlioms,  mud  and  clay  bottom. 
Both  water  and  wood  can  be  procured  here  with  the  greatest  ease, 
and  a  ship  may  hea^e-out  with  perfect  safety  OE  the  west  side  of  the 
basin. 

.  June  — On  leaving  the  little  strait  of  Byers,  wt  proceeded  to 
examine  the  western  shore  of  tlir  island  I.a  Madre  de  Dios,  keeping 
the  boats  aiung-shore  for  that  express  purpose,  until  we  arrived  ai  Cape 
Three  Poiiits,  hi  iat.  49^  48'  S.,  long.  75^  oO'  W.  This  was  ou 
Thursday,  the  12th  of  Jtme.  Here  we  finrnd  the  TariatioiL  10°  66^ 
easterly,  per  azimuth.  » 

About  twenty  miles  nortli-by-west-half-west  from  Cape  Three  Points 
is  Cape  Corso,  projecting  from  the  continent,  and  hot^vpoTi  these  two 
capes  is  the  entrance  to  the  Gulf  of  Trinidad.  Un  ilir  noi  ;h  and  south 
sides  of  the  cape  lait  named  are  several  excellent  harbuiuci,  and  wiihiii 
tlie  gulf,  about  flAeeu  miles  south-east  of  Cape  Corso,  is  one  of  tlie 
finest  I  have  ever  seen,  nmning  into  the  mainlaiid,  and  sheltered  by  & 
small  round  island^  of  moderate  elevation,  which  lies  in  front  of  the 
cntrnnci?.  A  ship  may  pass  on  either  side  of  this  island  within  a 
cable's  lengtli,  and  then  ehooKc  her  o^^ti  anchorage  either  on  t?ie  cast 
or  west  side  of  the  basin,  inirom  iour  to  twenty  fathoms  of  water,  clay 
bottom. 

The  harbour  on  the  north  side  of  Cape  Corso  is  about  eighteen  miles 
loam  its  point,  in  the  direetioD  of  north-nordi-east-half-east,  being  a 
iqieeiotis  bay,  sheltered  from  all  winds,  and  sufficiently  capatkniB  to 

moor  one  hundred  ships  of  the  lintf.  The  depth  of  water  at  its  entrance 
is  forty  fatlioms ;  but  on  the  west  and  south-west  side  of  the  bay  are 
iouud  fiomfive  to  twenty  fathoms,  sand  and  mud  bottom. 

The  island  of  La  Madre  de  Dios,  of  wliich  Cape  Three  Points  is 
Ihe  north-western  enremity,  termmates  that  diain  of  islands  which 
forms  the  Sound  or  Ckdf  of  Trinidad ;  that  extensive  channel  or  strait 
which,  as  before  stated,  runs  in  a  southerly  direction  to  the  Strait  of 
Magellan,  with  wliich  it  tmiles  at  Cape  Tamer.  Its  northern  entrance 
is  between  Cape  Corso  on  the  main,  and  Cape  Three  Points  on  the 
island  of  f-a  Madre  de  Dios.  This  passacre,  thronghont,  abounds  with 
good  harbours  and  excellent  places  of  belter.   Its  eastern  sidei  whicli 
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IS  ihe  continental  shore,  skirts  a  line  fertile  country,  not  liesuiute  oi 
inhabitaats ;  but  1  believe  it  has  uever  been  visited  with  refereoce  to 
commercial  objects. 

Aim  Wik, — ^Having  eriitealljr  inspeetad  the  maiii  eoMt  en  the  notth 
sideof  GtpeGk>r80«  in  the  Campana  Channd*  we  landed  on  the  islai^ 
of  Campana  on  Fi  it!;n',  tlie  20lh  of  Juno,  at  four.  I*.  M.  After  tiikinisj 
n  few  fur-scaJs  on  tiic  south  cape  of  this  island,  we  proceeded  along 
its  western  shore,  keepinjr  the  boats  abreast  of  the  vessel,  close  iu  to 
the  landt  searching  occatiionally  for  fur-seals,  of  which  we  discovered  * 
vttykm, 

Jmii§  — On  Thuradi^  we  arrived  at  Port  St.  Barbara,  on  the  ' 
extreme  north  point  of  Campana  Island.  This  is  a  safe  and  convenient 
harbour,  whhout  the  least  danger  or  difFiculty  in  entrring,  as  you  cany 
in  seven  liilhoms  of  water,  and  anchor  in  from  three  to  nine ;  the  bot- 
tom consisting  of  mud,  sand,  and  clay.  The  lagoon  rtms  iu  souih- 
half>weel»  wbMSamwakff  wid  the  weet  eide  affiwde  the  beat  anchorage. 
The  eatrBBoe  of  thie  port  k  in  let.  48<'  r  R,  long.  75^  8'  W. ;  vem- 
tim  per  mtmnlh  18^  24'  easterly. 

The  extreme  soutli  point  of  thi^  i>^l:inf],  where  we  first  lan^led,  is  ■ 
called  Cape  M*Intyre  ;  and  twelve  leagues  farther  nortli  is  Cape  PSixon, 
'ivhich  we  so  named  in  honour  of  tw  o  of  our  .wuers.  It  has  a  bold 
■  bluH'  shore  of  ragged  rocks,  bearing  north-west-by-north  from  the 
foiVM;  The  eoune  from  Cape  Nixon  lo  Cape  St.  Baibera  ie  novth* 
htlfwweei; 

Seventeen  leagues  north  of  the  last-mcniioncd  cape  are  the  Gnay- 
aneco  Islands  :  a  group,  of  whi<di  liie  north  point  is  in  lat.  47°  31'  S., 
lonsr.  75"  i'  W.  Tiie  course  from  St.  Barbara,  north-by-wcs>f,  dis- 
idixL  about  twelve  leagues.  Among  this  cluster  are  many  iiue  har- 
honri ;  the  land  ie  h>w,  and  rtity  feitfle*  ckMfaed  with  heavy  timber, 
giatet  olowt  &c.  The  islands  which  form  the  north  part  of  this 
group  are  much  frequented  by  hair-seals.  A  variety  of  scale  and 
eholl-fish  also  may  be  hml  here  with  more  sport  than  labour. 

Un  one  of  tlsese  islands  we  had  an  interview  with  the  Caucae? 
tribe,  who  haxl  come  hither  from  the  continent  on  a  lli>hiiig  cxcur&iou. 
Theee  bdiine  have  a  very  tlark,  swarthy  compkxioo,  are  of  middling 
statnre^  and  extremdy  courteous  in  their  demeanour  to  strangera. 
Their  drees  and  general  appearance  are  similar  to  those  of  the  Poyas, 
»  a  number  of  whom  we  saw  at  a  distance  in  the  Gulf  of  Trinidad,  and 
whose  location  in  on  the  contiueni,  in  laU  50"  0'  S.  \\  c  also  saw, 
under  similar  circuuisunees,  at  Cape  Corso,  some  of  the  Uuilles,  who 
reside  in  about  the  ibny-eigiiLk  degree  of  south  latitude.  Those  three 
diatmct.tribea,  I  have  no  dooUt  hare  all  deeeended  from  one  eoauwm 
ttock, — ^their  dress,  oanoes,  and  oooupatioos  beii^  the  same. 

With  the  character,  manners,  customs,  and  habits  of  the  Caucaes 
wc  had  a  better  opportunity  of  becoming  ae^iiainted.  Their  dress  is 
made  of  iTu*  same  materials  as  that  of  the  Indians  on  the  Strait  of 
Magellan ;  but  the  shape  of  it  is  more  in  tlie  fashion  of  the  eastern 
Patagonians.  Theskins  are  tewed  toMiher  in  the  Ibrm  of  a  large 
square  blanker  in  the  cenin  of  which  is  a  hole  Jnei  hu|e  eneugh  for 
tbii  head  to  pass  through.  This  doak  or  manue  they  call  pmk^ 
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Their  noses  are  flat,  and  their  eyes  deeply  sunk  into  tlieir  heads»  aa 

if  shrinking  from  the  smoke  in  which  they  live  and  brcatlic  for  moiv 
than  half  the  year.  Their  hair  is  !o?i«r,  ronrse,  and  black,  haiigint;: 
down  over  their  shoulders,  and  paniaiiy  covering  their  faces. 
usual  among  savages,  the  women  perform  all  the  labour,  wlueh  con- 
sistB  principally  ia  diTing  for  eea-eggs,  and  cooking  the  sama  lor  the 
laijr  men,  for  wfaom  they  also  make  clothmg  and  creel  -mgwams. 

The  women  are  very  expert  divers,  and  take  the  water  in  a  depth 
of  from  two  to  four  faihoms.    Thnre  are  commonly  tivp  nr  six  oL 

>  tliem  in  one  cnnoe  when  engaged  in  these  fishing  partii%».  Wlieh 

they  have  paddJcd  to  u  spot  where  the  tiea-cggs  are  plenty,  one  ol 
them  takes  a  basket  in  her  hand  and  dives  to  the  bottom,  whei^  she 
sometimes  remains  aatonishhig  length  of  time.  When  her  basket 
is  filled,  she  rises  to  the  surface,  depositee  her  prize  in  the  canoe,  and 
descends  again  in  the  same  manner  five  or  ^^x  times :  after  which 

'  she  resumes  her  place  in  the  cano-^,  v;hik  (mu  i»f  her  companions  in 

her  turn  performij  ^he  same  feat ;  and  au  on,  uue  alter  another,  until 
each  one  nas  peribrmed  her  share  of  the  labmir. 

When  their  canoe  ia  snfficiently  well  Weighted,  they  paddle  to  the 
shore,  discharge  fheir  eargo,  liaul  up  their  boats,  and  wash  them  oiLt, 
before  they  attempt  to  approach  the  fire,  where  their  indolent  husbands 
are  all  this  time  seated,  toasting  their  shins.  When  it  is  recollected 
th?A  we  saw  all  th!«  p<»rrormcd  in  the  month  of  Jimc,  in  the  middle  ol 
a  aouiheru  winter,  la  a  high  latitude,  the  reader  will  naturally  conclude 
tet  these  flBmales  are  not  very  tenderly  treated  by  the  sex  whom 

^  HesVen  intended  for  their  protectow.  ) 

June  30//f. — Oil  Monday,  the  30th,  we  anchored  on  the  nortli-east 
side  of  the  Guayaneco  Islands,  in  a  very  rine  harbour,  sheitcreLl  from 
all  winds,  and  affording  a  depth  of  water  from  nftecji  lo  four  fathoms, — 
mud  and  clay  bottom.    This  wc  called  Uyers's  Harbour,  in  honour  ol*i 
James  Bvers,  Esq,,  of  New-Tork,  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Wasp. 

This  oay  was  me  anniversary  of  onr  leaving  New-York ;  one  year 
having  elapsed,  and  OUr  Voyage  not  yet  lialf-accomjilishcd.  In  all 
this  period  we  had  not  received  a  word  of  ititelligence  irom  homCi  not 
having  spoken  a  single  vessel  from  the  Unilcd  States. 

Juhj  1st. — On  Tuesday,  the  1st  day  of  July,  I  sent  ihc  boats  lo  ex-' 
auunc  the  shores  around  the  GuU'  of  Penas,  ^vitli  orders  to  follow  the 
\B08et  «i  to  as  the  ieOuou  of  Ofi|iu,  and  there  remam  until  they  saw 
the  vessel.    On  ihft  tWo  MIowiitg  days  the  wind  was  light,  attended 
witfi  mucii  rain. 

h  July  4tL — On  Friday,  the  4lli,  the  weather  cleared  oil',  and  after 

firing  a  salute  under  tlie  star-spangled  banner  in  honour  of  the  day,  wc 

I  got  under  way  at  one  P.  M.,  and  steered  to  ihc  north-east,  with  the 

wind  frote  ^trait  Mlk-west,  in  search  of  the  bouts.  At  six  P.  M.  the 
wind  beftn  WlMrMh^ttMMledwhh  light  Seeing  nothing 
'of  tbt  Mats,  andT  lllir  WMlfcar  - having  every  appearance  of  aa  af^- 
proaching  gale,  I  derenoiMd  «il  making  a  harbour  if  possible,  as  it 
was  not  safe  tn  ^  fntcrc  f»riTi<??ng  about  among  the  numerous  rocks  and 
shoals  at  the  licul  ol  tlu-  li  iv  in  d-irk  im}  stormy  night.  Having, 
'  bel<m  the  weather  cauie  on  thick,  ob^trrved  aa  opeuiog  in.  the  Uod  at 
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the  head  of  the  bay,  I  had  the  precaution  to  take  the  bcahugs  of  it, 
and  shaped  my  eourte  for  its  entnace,  keeping  a  man  in  each  of  the 
maaii  ehaiiui  with  hand-leads,  and  orders  to  throw  as  fast  as  possible* 

When  we  approached  the  entrance  of  the  lagoon  I  stationed  my- 
sflf  p.t  the  mast-head  to  look  out  for  sunken  rocks.  At  eight  P.  M. 
we  had  entered  the  chops  of  the  harbour,  running  under  eat>y  sail,  and 
finding  no  bottom  with  fifteen  fathoms  oi  line.  I  could  see  the  a^ 
pearauce  of  a  fine  haven  bending  in  to  the  north,  and  no  danger  m 
sight.  But  just  as  we  were  doubling  round  the  north  point,  in  tolera- 
bly smooth  water,  the  vessel  struck  on  a  rock  in  the  middle  of  the 
passage,  nnd  the  shock  of  the  coneussioD  had  nearly  precipitated  me 
from  tlic  mast-head. 

Thus  brought  up,  all  standing,  in  such  a  place  and  on  such  a  night, 
I  instantly  perceived  that  the  situation  of  the  little  Wasp  was  not  the 
most  enviable  in  the  world.  By  the  time  that  I  had  reacned  the  deck« 
and  the  sails  were  lowered,  I  found  that  the  sw^,  which  was  heaving 
into  the  harbour,  Iiad  nearly  hovr  the  vessel  over  the  rock.  On  sound- 
ing over  the  bows  I  fonnd  six  fathoms  of  water,  but  on  going  aft  I 
discovered  that  tlie  rudder  was  unhtmg. 

We  immediately  proceeded  to  carry  out  an  anchor  with  the  small 
Stem  boat,  and  fiA^  fathoms  of  cable ;  but  on  heaving  at  the  windlass 
ft  few  minutes,  it  was  evident  that  the  anchor  came  home.  We  there* 
fore  ceased  heaving,  and  carried  out  a  second  anchor,  with  seventy 
fathoms  of  cable.  Both  cables  were  then  taken  to  the  windlass,  and 
after  heaving:  for  about  fifteen  minutes  the  vessel  sUd  over  the  rock  ; 
and  when  wc  had  hove  her  to  hur  anchors,  we  lomid  twenty-five 
fathoms  of  water  under  her  stem.  Having  raised  the  best  bower  to 
the  bows,  and  hove  the  small  bower  short  apeak,  wc  set  the  foresail 
and  jibt  then  tripped  the  anchor,  and  in  a  short  tune  were  safely 
moored  in  seven  fathoms  of  water,  clay  ground,  and  sheltered  Ironi 
all  winds. 

At  four  A.  M.  we  got  the  rudder  on  deck,  and  found  that  both 
pintles  were  broken  off  close  to  the  timber;  but  ascertaining,  at  day* 
light,  that  the  gudgeons  were  uninjured,  we  prepared  to  fit  new  pintles 

to  the  rudder.  This  we  eBTected  by  taking  two  boat-anchors,  and 
t* mtin«j  our  fluke  from  each,  nn  !  t!ip  palm  from  the  remaining  fluke. 
The  rnio-eiul  was  then  severed  Ironi  each  shank :  and  the  laiier,  after 
boring  for  the  purpose,  was  diiveii  uUo  the  rudder,  wiili  the  palmless 
fluke  pointing  downwards,  as  a  substitute  for  a  pintle.  These  were 
then  shipped  into  the  copper  gudgeons  on  the  stem-post,  where  they 
traversed  with  ease  and  accuracy. 

Juli/  5th, — The  forrjjoiivj  pmf•^c'^  nf  *-.iipplying  rudder  pintles  was 
not  the  work  of  a  monieut — it  benig  about  five  o'«;lock  P.  M.  before 
the  rudder  was  restored  to  its  original  position,  and  the  phnles  properly 
bhipped  iii  the  gudgeons ;  where,  to  all  appearance,  every  part  was  as 
strong  as  ever.  By  this  lime  the  wind  bad  hauled  to  the  westFSOuilH 
west,  and  blew  a  smart  gale,  which  continued  for  two  days* 

Jw?V  13'^ — On  Tuesday,  the  8lh,  the  wind  died  a^^  ny  to  a  perfect 
rnhn,  with  pleasant  weather,  and  ^^o  continued  for  nearly  two  days 
longer.   Wc  then  took  a  light  breeze  iiom  the  south,  and  resumed  our 
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search  for  the  bouts,  which  we  fell  ia  with  oa' Sunday  the  13th,  ou  tlie 
sontliFeast  side  of  the  peninsula  of  Tres  Montes,  or  Three  Mountains*. 
They  had  found  many  hair-seals,  but  veiy  few  of  the  fur  kind. 

July  I6eh, — After  passing  through  Rogers's  Strait,  which  is  formed 
by  Wager  Island  on  the  south,  and  the  peninsula  before  mentioned  oa 
tlie  north,  we  took  our  leave  of  the  Gulf  of  Penas  at  two  P.  M.,  and 
made  the  best  of  our  way  for  the  island  of  La  Mocha,  to  procure 
iresh  provisions.  I  regretted  that  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  contuiue- 
the  examination  of  this  coast  at  that  time ;  but  the  Aew-fashioned  pin» 
tics  of  our  rudder  began  to  show  symptoms  of  instability,  and  I  now 
saw  the  necessity  of  hastening  to  tho  first  port,  where  ihry  could  be 
replaced  by  copper  ones,  of  proper  constniriion.  I  shall  ihorefore 
refer  the  reader  to  tho  voyage  of  1821,  1825,  and  182G,  which  I 
made  lu  liie  s(  hooner  i'artar,  of  Neu-Yoik,  to  the  Norih  and  South 
Pacific  Oceans,  it  being  the  second  of  these  **  Four  Voyages  when 
I  resumed  the  examination  of  diis  coast,  beginning  at  Point  Taitao*- 
haohuon,  from  which  I  now  took  my  departure  for  the  island  of  La. 
Mocha,  for  the  reasons  just  stated. 

At  eleven  A.  M.  we  shaped  our  course  accordingly,  leaving  Point 
Taitaohaohuon  bearing  south-east-by-east,  distant  four  leagues,  with  a 
£ne  breeze  from  the  south-west,  and  fair  weather.  We  pursued  a. 
aoftheriy  coarse,  widi  variaMe  wihds,  sometimes  interrupted  by  calms,, 
for  five  days. 

July  22(1, — On  Tuesday  morning,  the  22d  day  of  July,  we  arrived  at 
the  island  of  La  Mocha,  at  seven  A.  M.  I  imnirdiately  sent  the  boats 
on  shore  in  search  of  wild  hogs.  This  island  is  in  lat.  38 "  21'  S.^ 
long.  74^  5'  \V.  Variation  per  azimuth,  ut  three  P.  M.,  17*^  22' 
eafliiBrly.  It  is  not  large  m  circumference,  but  so  much  devascd  that 
it  can  be  seen,  in  dear  weather,  at  the  distance  of  forty  miles.  In 
approaehine  the  land  the  top  of  the  island  appears  nigged  and  broken; 
but  its  north-west  pan  gradunlly  (^csftMids  to  a  low,  sandy,  level  point. 
Its  southern  point  terminates  ni  a  more  abrupt  manner,  and  a  ledge  of 
small  rocks  runs  from  it,  some  of  which  are  on  a  level  witli  the  water,, 
while  others  ascend  boldly.  Breakers  e.Mend  ofl'  to  the  westward 
about  five  miles.  On  the  north  side  of  Mocha  the  anchorage  is. 
good,  with  the  winds  from  west4iorth-west,  round  by  the  west  to  the: 

south-cast. 

Wood  and  water  may  hf*  prornred  nt  ihls  island  in  al'iind  mce. 
There  are  also  plenty  of  wild  horse:i,  1m  '-  .  and  various  kinds  of  birds. 
Wild  celery  grows  here  in  great  profusion,  together  wuii  other  anii- 
sooibutie  vegetaUes. 

This  island  is  situated  about  five  leagues  fit»m  the  coast  of  the 
main,  the  channel  between  them  being  perfectly  safe,  with  from  fifteen, 
to  twenty-fiv  c  fathoms  of  water.  The  mainland  of  Chili  is  moderately 
elevated  near  the  seacoast  abreast  of  Mocha.  T!if^  islnnd  is  about 
fifteen  miles  in  circumference,  and  was  formerly  iniiubited  by  Indians. 
from  the  continent ;  but  there  are  now  no  persons  to  be  found  on  it» 
cicepting  a  few  natives  from  the  main  coast,  who  come  here  for  the 
purpose  of  talUng  hair-seals,  whteh  are  valuable  to  them  for  thfr 
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skins  and  the  oil  TlieM  animali  aboancl  oa  the  smill  keyi  nt  the 
■ooih  aide  qf  Bfoeba* 
Jti/y  S8dL-— At  aiz  P«  M.  the  boats  returned,  with  thirteen  fine  wild 

hot^K,  and  n  grr  xi  iwmhpr  of  Kmall  birdiE^.  Having  hoi'=;!ed  up  the 
boats,  \vc  filled  ;i\va\  ,  ind  sti  t  i  e  l  for' the 'port  of  Coner])!iuii,  ^ith  a 
fine  hrcczc  from  soiuii-south-vvest,  and  fair  weather.  As  oiir  course 
lay  to  the  nortli,  we  passed  the  island  of  Santa  Maria,  in  lat.  87*^  3' 
8.,  long.  72^  86'  W,  This  island  is  of  a  triangular  8hape»  abont 
seven  miles  in  length,  from  north  to  sooth,  and  three  milea  and  a  half 
in  breadih,  from  cast  to  west.  To  the  north-east,  however,  it  extends 
ont  in  a  lon^  narrow  point,  with  a  rocky  rorf  running  from  its  ox- 
trrniity.  Ii  Wen  near  the  main,  on  (he  north  side  of  an  abrupt  angle 
iu  tiie  coabt,  forming  a  ciiannci  lu  the  rivers  Laran-Fanguo  and  Lara- 
qnete.  A  rocky  islet  lies  off  the  nonh«west  point  of  Santa  Maria; 
hut  on  the  eastern  side  there  is  good  anchorage,  well  sheltered.  In 
nuining  in  for  the  anchorage,  however,  it  will  be  proper  to  give  the 
southern  point  of  the  island  a  good  berth,  and  the  same  proo^i^'ion 
required  in  passing  the  north-ca«t  pointy — a  rocky  reef  extendmg  some 
distance  from  each. 

In  aailing  into  Santa  Maria  Bay,  it  is  best  to  fall  m  to  the  southward 
of  the  islaira.  In  ropiMMdiing  the  land  a  rocky  head  beeonM  mble^ 
in  lat.  37^  0*  8.  Thb  is  the  south-east  head  of  the  island,  and  not 
very  Iti'jh.  Tt  is  ncccssar}'  to  bring  this  head  to  bear  north,  and  then 
to  run  for  t]ir  nnHiornL'C  ;  thus  avoiding  some  sunken  rocks  which  lie 
to  the  south-soutli-wt;i  of  this  head.  A  ship  must  not  approach  this 
head  nearer  than  one  mile,  until  ii  is  brought  to  bear  west,  at  which 
time  she  will  be  past  a  small  reef  which  lies  to  the  southneast  of  It* 
She  may  then  hatd  into  the  bay  nntil  the  water  lessens  to  five  fathoms, 
sandy  bottom,  when  she  may  choose  her  groimd  from  seven  to  five. 
The  best  anchorage,  however,  is  on  the  80uth*west  side,  near  the  head 
of  tlie  bay. 

I  have  said  thai  this  island  is  of  a  triangular  shape  ;  but  its  longest 
aide  is  sufficiently  concave  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  an  irregular 
crescent,  with  bout  points  bending  to  the  eastward ;  the  north  point, 
liowever,  emends  ranch  farther  east  than  the  south  ]^oint.  The  whole 
hay  ha<5  a  snndv  bottom,  atul  rcgvdnr  sotmdings ;  and  by  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  lead,  a  ship  may  beat  into  this  haihour  by  night  wiili  a-^ 
tnneli  s;(rr!v  as  by  day.  Oft  the  north-east  point  tJie  reef  mns  oui 
about  haii  a  aide ;  aiul  ships  faUiug  in  to  the  leeward,  by  giving  iliis» 
reef  a  good  berth,  will  find  the  northern  passage  equaUy  saw  with  the 
southern. 

There  is  a  small  bay  on  the  north  side  of  the  island,  in  which  I 
shotdd  ahvnys  advise  ships  to  anchor,  at  any  time  from  ihn  month  of 
Septeniljer  to  the  following  Mav  :  as  during  that  period  the  wind  on 
this  coast  blows  almost  constamiy  from  the  south.  Indeed,  for  about 
ei|^t  months  of  the  year,  it  may  properly  be  called  the  southerly  trade* 
wind.  Cooseqoemly,  ships  bound  to  any  ports  along  the  coast  of 
Chili  or  Peru  should  always  fall  in  with  the  land  to  the  windward  of 
their  destined  port. 

Water  and  wood  can  be  procured  iu  thi&  bay  witli  great  convenicucc 
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nfjir  the  centre  of  the  concave  shore,  ^vhich,  fi'im  the  south  head  to  the 
waLcriiig-place,  is  a  high  steep  bank;  but  hujii  thence  to  the  north- 
east point,  it  is  a  low  sandy  beach.  Thus,  all  around  the  island,  the 
shore  in  some  places  is  a  sandy  beach,  while  in  other  places  it  is  iron- 
bound,  with  steep  banks  from  one  to  two  hundred  feet  abo^e  the  level 
of  the  sea,  and  as  perpendicular  as  the  Hudson  Palisade  s. 

Maiiv  vp-n-s  a^o  the  island  of  Santa  Maria  was  stocked  witli  l)lack- 
cattle  and  bcveral  other  kinds  of  animals ;  and  a  small  settlement  of 
Spaniards  existed  here  previons  to  the  last  war  between  Spain  and 
England,  who  adthrated  varions  kuids  of  fruit  trees  and  garden  vege- 
tables* Bat  daring  the  war  they  found  themselves  annoyed  by  the 
Ennlish  cruisers,  who  made  the  island  a  place  of  rendezvous,  and 
finally  abandoned  the  settlement.  I  h:\vc  it  from  prr fy  good  authority* 
however,  that  the  Englisli  commnnileis  never  took  or  allowed  to  be 
taken  fiom  them  any  ihiug  but  what  was  liberally  paid  for  in  specie. 

The  little  eolony  have  left  behind  them  many  memorials  of  their  tasie 
and  industry-.  Among  these  I  have  since  seen  a  number  of  apple-trees 
in  food  condition  ;  several  kinds  of  garden  herbs,  such  as  balm,  sage, 
saffron,  and  all  kinds  of  mint ;  likewise  rose-bushes,  currants,  goose- 
berries, d:c.  The  soil  is  very  rich,  and  of  easy  cultivation,  being  level 
'  and  clear  of  stones,  which  is  the  case  indeed  with  most  of  the  tillage- 
land  all  along  this  coast.  Thb  island  would  produce  every  kind  of 
vegetables,  S  properly  cultivated.  The  air  is  remarkably  pure,  the 
atmosphere  generally  serene,  the  climate  temperate,  and  the  prospects 
delightful. 

The  i-lnnd  of  Santa  Maria  is  about  four  leagues  in  circnmferenec, 
and  the  houtiiem  extremity  is  a  great  resort  for  sha^s,  wliich  come  on 
shore  in  the  evening  to  roost  for  ilie  night,  and  repair  to  the  sea  agam 
in  the  morning  in  search  of  food.  I  have  seen  more  than  two  thousand 
of  these  bnds  laying  their  course  for  the  ocean  before  sunrise,  and  have 
watched  their  return  at  stinset  in  the  evening.  Their  eggs  are  vcrj' 
fine  eating,  and  one  lumdrrd  barrels  of  them,  in  the  proper  season,  may 
be  collected  in  a  very  short  time.  Gulls'  ei^frs  also  can  be  gaiiiercil 
in  great  abundance  on  the  north-east  part  of  the  i-^land,  and  they  are 
equally  palatable.  There  are  various  other  kinds  of  birds  on  this 
island,  among  which  I  have  noticed  ducks,  teal,  ca<^les,  hawks,  turkey* 
bnizaids,  and  curlews  of  two  diiferent  sorts.  Besides  these,  there  are 
mnny  small  heach  and  land-birds.  Grood  fish  may  also  be  caught  here 
Willi  hook  and  line  or  with  a  seine,  and  rjnht  whales  frequent  the  bay 
in  the  calving  season.    It  is  likewise  a  great  re-sort  for  hair-seals. 

On  the  niaiji  opposite  this  island,  in  the  directKui  of  cast-soulii-east, 
is  a  beautiful  river,  the  banks  of  which  are  very  fertile,  abounding  with 
many  kinds  of  fruits  that  are  coounon  in  North  America ;  among  these 
are  peaches  and  pears,  of  a  quality  far  superior  to  ours.  On  the  north 
side  of  this  river,  \vh\f'h  U  (>alled  Toolvool,  once  stood  the  liule  town 
of  A  mico,  which  was  1  mrnt  by  the  pirate  Benavides  in  1821.  l^revious 
to  this  wanton  outrage,  ships  lyin?  nndcr  the  island  were  usually  sup- 
plied with  refreshments  from  this  town  at  a  very  low  rate,  and  in  any 
^nantiiy  that  might  be  desired.  The  articles  then  obtained  here  by 
ac&dtng  the  boats  were,  bullocks,  sheep,  hogs,  goals,  fowls,  apples, 
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.pears,  peaches,  potatoes,  cabbages,  pumpkins,  onions,  and  all  kinds 
of  gaiden-BiufiL   The  distance  noin  the  island  to  the  river  is  about 

ten  miles. 

Sevfii  leagues  to  ilic  noriliwanl  of  ihc  island  of  Santa  "VTaria  arc  the 

•  •  • 

P  ips  of  Biobio,  which  become  visible  by  the  lime  a  slup  i:s  abreast  of 
tile  lalaiiU,  turming  a  very  conspicuous  and  useful  landmark  in  entering 
the  port  of  Conception,  in  the  river  Biobio.  These  remarkable  hills 
are  thus  named  from  their  peculiar  shape,  and  their  appearance  does 
not  vary  much  in  whatever  direct  ion  they  are  seen  from  the  ofling. 
They  rise  from  a  sort  of  promontory  on  the  north  aid**  of  the  river,  oa 
which  side  also  stitnds  the  city  of  Conception. 

July  24fA. — On  Thursday,  the  24  ih,  we  entered  the  Bay  of  Concep- 
tion, and  at  eleven  A.  M.  anchored  in  the  port  of  Taleaguano,  at  the 
south-west  part  of  the  bay,  in  three  fathoms  of  water,  mud  and  clay 
bottom.  This  place  is  about  seven  miles  north  of  the  city  of  Mocha« 
or  New  Conception,  and  the  liarbour  is  slioltered  from  the  westward 
by  an  elevated  peninsula  of  the  same  name.  Tlie  entrance  to  this 
port  may  be  easily  known  by  tlie  island  of  Quini|Uitia,  which  is  some- 
what  lower  than  the  adjacent  continent.  Bhtps  may  pass  on  eidier 
side  of  this  island,  but  the  eastern  passage  is  the  safest  and  the  widest* 
The  entrance  is  in  latitude  36°  86'  S.,  longitude  73°  12'  W. 

Tfiis  is  one  of  the  most  commodious  ports  in  the  world :  the  water 
%vithin  the  bay  is  very  smooth,  with  scarcely  any  current,  and  the  tide 
flows  about  six  feet :  the  best  anchorage  is  before  the  village  of  Tal- 
caguano,  on  the  south-west  aide  of  the  bay.  The  aunounding  country 
is  extremely  pleasant,  and  seldom  troubled  by  the  blasts  of  winter. 
At  this  place  tlie  Andes  are  not  visible  from  tne  anchorage,  the  view 
being  intercepted  l)y  the  Sierra  Belinda,  a  ranpe  of  mountains,  aboimd- 
ing  with  silvrr-mincs,  amoiifr  wliich  the  river  Biobio  lakes  its  rise,  and 
runs  nearly  due  west  to  the  Bay  of  Conception.  At  night,  however,  a 
flickermg  gliomier  on  the  eastern  sky,  accompanied  with  some  vivid 
flashes,  hears  testimony  that  the  Chilian  TolcaBoes  are  still  in  full  blast, 
there  being  twelve  or  fourteen  of  them  in  a  state  of  constant  eruption, 
besides  several  others  which  discharge  smoke  at  intervals.  The 
month  of  the  river  is  about  one  mile  across,  and  its  sandi>  are  so  rirlily 
mingled  with  gold  that  al)oiU  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
wortii  is  collected  .tuuuallv,  and  placed  in  the  national  dep6t  at  the 
new  city  of  Mocha,  or  New  Conception,  -about  twelve  miles  Drom 
the  sea* 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

Bay  of  Conception  and  Port  of  Taleaguano— City  of  Mochn,  or  Now  Coae^tioa 

—The  River  Biobio— Soil,  Climate,  am!  Xntural  rrovliiclions — Vnlpamiso  Bay 
and  City— Kindness  of  the  American  C'onsuli  Mr.  Ho^un — Snutingo,  or  Su 
Jago— tnnctions  for  tntenng  tho  Harbour  of  Vslpanuso — Climato,  Winds, 
4^.— Valparaiso  destroyed  l>y  an  Earthquake — AinlaMo  f'liaractcr  of  Mr.  Hi  - 
gan — Amve  at  Port  Coquimbo — Captain  Uutciiina,  of  BalLimore — Ueavcdowa 
the  Wasp  to  repair  Damages — Directiona  fat  entorinj;  tlie  Port  of  Coquimbo— 
Dcwription  of  the  Town — Caution  to  Shipmasters — Villanous  Attempt  at  Impo> 
sition — JSail  from  Co»iuimbo — Pursued  by  an  armed  Force,  which  Roon  relreatn 
— Islands  of  St.  Ambrose  and  St.  Felix — ^An  Adventure  promised  iu  the  ucxt 
Chaptac, 

The  Bay  of  Conception  has  long  been  celebrated  for  its  natural 
beauties  and  maritime  conveniences  :  there  are  few  that  can  rank  with 
it  in  any  part  of  the  world ;  as  it  is  one  of  tlio&e  which  nature  con* 
trived  in  her  happiest  mood,  and  at  a  moment  when  she  felt  an  extra- 
Ofdinaiy  mteiest  in  the  welfare  of  marinenu  Talcagnano  is  the  prio* 
ctpal  port  in  this  bay,  and  is  much  the  most  fireqtiented, — as  ships  ihsl 
anchor  here  have  not  only  better  ground  thnn  can  bo  found  in  any  other 
port,  but  they  are  also  better  sheltered  from  the  north  wind,  which  ia 
the  only  one  that  can  breathe  into  this  calm  rtjtreat.  Every  Jkind  of 
refreshment  can  be  obtained  at  this  village  in  the  greatest  abundance, 
induding  the  ehoieest  frniis,  and  there  is  every  facility  ibr  wooding  and 
watering. 

This  town  was  built  in  consequence  of  the  city  of  Conception  being 
destroyed  by  an  earthquake  in  1751 ;  which  disaster  also  gave  rise  to 
the  city  of  Mocha,  or  Xew  Conception,  raentimicd  at  the  concbision 
of  the  last  chapter,  w  iucii  stands  on  the  north  buuk  ui  the  liiver  liiobio, 
and  was  peopled  by  inhabitants  who  removed  from  the  old  city  of  Con* 
ception.  This  is  a  depot  for  the  silver  fomid  in  the  mmes  of  Nimino» 
in  the  mountains  Sierra  Belinda,  and  also  for  the  gold  found  among 
the  sands  of  several  rivers,  panicnlarly  Biobio. 

Two  years  after  tlic  earthquake  of  1751  had  destroyed  tin  old  city 
of  Conception,  the  tnliabitants  selected  a  site  for  a  new  town  m  the 
beantiAil  valley  of  Mocha,  at  about  a  league's  distance  from  the  former  l 
this  is  called  Moehat  or  New  Conception :  the  population  is  variously 
estiii  iti  i  at  from  ten  to  thirteen  thousand  souls.  The  city  covers  a 
considerable  ezient  of  ground,  hi  consequence  of  the  houses  being  only 
one  8tor>'  high,  a  necessary  precaution  to  cfu  ^rd  against  earthquakes, 
to  which  the  whole  country  is  subjcrt.  'I  Ik  Indians  have  several 
times  attacked  the  city  with  a  numerous  ibrcc ;  and  though  always 
repulsed,  they  seldom  retnred  withoiit  doing  much  damage. 

The  Biver  Biobio  (or  Viovio)  has  its  somrce  amon<^  ti  e  silver-mine* 
in  the  moimtains  Sima  BcUuda*  before  mentioned ;  and  receives  the 
tributary  streams  of  Uoequccn  and  Tolpan  belore  it  reacbea  Santa 
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where  it  first  becomes  navigable,  and  from  whence  to  its  mooth*  a 
distance  of  thirty-ill rn  I  :  ones,  its  course  is  nearly  due  west. 

'J'lic  soil  of  Chill,  and  ihis  part  of  it  in  particular,  is  (celebrated  for 
its  ft^nility,  its  average  increase  bcin^  sixty  to  one.  The  plains  are 
covered  witli  innumerable  flocks,  wbieh  mtdtiply  almost  in  the  same 
proportion.  All  the  metals,  earths,  and  precioiis  stooes  are  fomid  in 
abundance  among  the  mountains :  there  are  also  coal-mines  near  the 
site  of  thr  tenner  city.  The  productions  of  the  soil  are  maize,  rye, 
barley,  pulse,  wine,  oil,  sugar,  cotton,  and  fruits  of  various  kinds. 
There  are  no  dangerous  or  venomous  animals  in  the  couniry, — ihere 
being  only  one  specimen  of  the  serpent  genus,  and  that  is  a  little  harm* 
lees  lepiUe  like  onr  garter«nake,  and  even  smaller.  The  climate  is 
mild  and  salubrions ;  the  natives  are  healthy  and  robust ;  the  spring 
continues  from  the  latter  part  of  September  to  December,  when  the 
summer  of  the  souiliern  heniisphcrp  hc^i^ins. 

The  mountain-forests  are  full  ol  ioiiy  trees ;  and  all  the  Iruiis  of  the 
United  States,  with  a  great  many  aromatic  shrubs,  grow  in  the  valleys. 
Chili  ia  said  Co  be  ihe  only  country  in  the  New  Woim  where  the  enlture 
of  the  grape  has  succeeded  to  perfection.  The  apples  are  of  extraor- 
(linnry  size;  and  I  have  seen  peaches  here  nearly  Inri^p  as  those 
described  by  BoTinycastle,  who  mentions  fourtrrn  difl'erent  kinds  of 
them.  The  trees  of  the  forest  certainly  grow  lo  an  immense  size ;  but 
I  can  hardly  credit  the  story,  so  often  repealed,  that  a  certain  mission- 
ary nmde  ont  of  a  single  tnmk  of  one  of  them  a  cfaqiel  move  thaa 
•izljr  feet  m  length,  mdoding  beama»  flooia,  laths,  doon,  wSndowa, 
itats,  altars,  and  two  confessionals  1 

The  extensive  and  fertile  plains  for  which  this  country  is  celebrated 
arc  not  visible  from  the  coast,  as  tliey  lie  between  the  two  rano^rs  of 
luuuntaius  before  mentioned, — the  i>ieria  Bclludu  and  tlic  Ande».  iSome 
of  these  vast  piains  are  said  to  be  nearly  as  high  as  those  of  Qnilo^  in 
the  republic  of  Psra;  being,  in  fact,  extensive  table-lands,  far  above 
the  level  of  the  sea. 

Jfrfy  20lh. — Finding  neitlier  materials  nor  facilities  to  aid  me  in 
rcpairlns^  the  damajjes  which  the  W  asp  had  snstaincfl  chirinijoiir  year's 
cruise,  1  prepared  to  leave  Talcaguano,  conlident  thai  Valparaiso  could 
ftnmish  every  thing  of  which  I  stooii  in  need.  Aecordingly,  on  Si^ur- 
day,  the  20th,  at  eleven  A.  M.,  we  got  under  way,  and  steered  once 
more  in  a  northerly  direction,  with  a  light  breeze  from  sonth-by-west, 
and  fair  weather.  Valparaiso  is  about  einlily  Icac^ics  from  the  Bav 
of  Conception,  and  llie  coast  between  thmi  runs  in  the  direction  of 
north-nonh-east  and  south-sonih-wesjl.  Our  passage  was  considerably 
retarded  by  northerly  wimls,  so  that  it  was  not  until  the  afternoon  <k 
the  fifth  day  that  we  finally  east  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Valfwraisob 
or  the  Vallev  of  Paradise— 4at.  88*  V  6.,  long.  71^  48'  W.  Taiift* 
tion  \y  41,  E. 

July  3U/. — (>n  Thursday,  the  :^lsf,  at  five,  P.  M.,  we  anchored  in 
seven  fathoms  of  water,  sand  and  muddy  bottom.  I  immediately  landed, 
^d  repaired  to  the  American  consulate,  to  pay  my  respecii»  to  Mr. 
Hogaa,  the  consol-gisiieral  of  the  United  Stateoi  who  received  me  at 
Ui  ofiee  with  that  p^tenees  aDdmbanity  of  mauieiB  whiefa  hftvo  ever 
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characterizef^  this  worthy  and  venerable  officer.  His  family  residence 
is  on  the  nortii  side  of  the  bay,  at  some  distance  Irom  his  office,  which 
is  in  the  principal  bucet  of  liie  ciiy. 

After  iotfoducing  myself,  and  maluDg  him  aeqaainted  with  iheeHiit- 
turn  of  the  schooner,  together  with  my  own  deficiency  of  funds,  he 
offered  to  render  me  every  assutance  of  which  I  stood  in  need,  and 
bcff2:ed  mc  to  draw  on  him  to  any  amount  I  pleased.  These  court- 
PKics  ^vf  10  ar  ccpted  with  as  mucli  frankness  as  tliey  were  offered,  aiid 
1  took  my  leave  of  the  worthy  consul  wiili  sentiments  of  gratitude  and 
respect,  which  many  subsequent  mtenriewt  have  only  tended  to  heighteo 
ano  incfeaae.  He  was  at  this  time  abont  vaaj-Siwe  years  of  age,  and 
was  universally  esteemed  as  one  of  the  worthiest  men  in  the  world* 

The  town  or  city  of  Valparaiso,  whioli  eight  months  previous  to  my 
arrival  had  been  almost  totally  destroyed  by  an  earthquake,  was  now 
nearly  rebuih  in  its  orij^inal  style.  The  buildings  are  principally  situ- 
ated on  cue  irregular  street,  extending  along  die  base  of  a  sleep  hill, 
or  iDomitata«  wluch  overhangs  the  curvature  of  the  bay,  from  Point 
Angels,  on  its  sontli*westcm  8ide,to  the  Almendral,  on  its  north-eastero 
side :  die  latter  is  so  called  firom  the  almond-gardens  and  olive-groves 
xvhich  flourish  in  this  quarter;  and  in  this  delijrhtful  retreat  is  the  resi- 
lience of  our  venerable  consul-general,  Michael  Hogran,  Esq. 

From  this  gentleman  i  learned  that  the  now  splendid  city  of  Valpa- 
raiso was  very  homble  and  insignificant  in  its  origm ;  consisting  atrnt 
of  a  few  wuehoQses  merely,  in  whieh  the  merehants  of  St.  Jago^  the 
capital  of  Chili,  had  their  goods  stored,  for  the  convenience  of  shipping 
them  to  Callao,  in  Peru.  At  this  period  the  only  inhabitants  of  Val- 
paraiso were  a  few  vrn-^ints,  left  by  their  respective  masters  to  take 
rare  of  tiicse  warehouses.  In  process  of  time,  however,  ilif  merchaats 
iiiemselves,  together  with  several  oUier  famdies,  removed  imiier  from 
the  metropolis,  in  ovder  to  be  more  oonveniendy  situated  for  trade ; 
smce  which  it  has  gradually  increaM,  and  would  still  oomiutte  to  grow 
In  magnitude  as  in  wealth,  were  it  not  <io  inconveniently  situated  oit 
nr^f^oin^r  of  the  rugged  firecipices  behind  it,  which  prevent  its  extending 
ill  that  direction. 

The  buddings,  as  is  usual  on  tliis  ooast,  where  earthquake's  are  .s<9 
frequent,  are  generally  of  one  slory  ouly,  made  of  uuburut  brick,  with 
voott  of  red  tile ;  hut  being  whitewashed,  and  most  of  them  esnbellished 
irith  shrubbery,  they  have  a  neat  refire^iing  appearance,  especially  to 
nip.rincrs  from  a  long  voyage.  Those  that  stand  nearest  the  water,  ar- 
ranged along  the  curvature  of  the  hay,  are  mostly  shops  andslore-honse:>, 
the  greatest  number  of  which  are  occupied  by  American  and  f^jiglisk 
merchants,  who  monopolize  a  principal  part  of  the  trade  at  i\ns  port. 
Tile  eostooB-house  is  conveniently  situated  near  the  wati.r,  about  the 
centre  of  the  ewving  beach,  opposite  to  which  all  boats  are  eompdled 
to  land. 

The  precipice  which  overhangs  the  town,  composed  of  red  earth 
and  rock,  is  divided  in  one  place  by  a  narrow  glon  or  ravine,  having 
at  its  mouth  a  kind  of  open  square,  from  which  zigzag  streets  run  up 
ihe  sides  of  the  lulls.  The  principal  streets  are  well  paved,  the  win- 
dows glazed,  the  shops  well  ftunishedi  and  all  eBRvened  by  the  activity 
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of  businetis.  Carii;,  wagons,  horses,  oxen,  &c.,  all  sened  to  remind 
me  of  similar  streets  in  the  United  Slates.  The  market  is  excellent ; 
and,  as  Mr.  Hogan  afterward  assured  the  Rer.  Mr.  Stewart*  **  what- 
ever else  may  be  said  of  Chili«8he  can  boast  as  good  eating  and  drink- 
ing as  can  be  found  in  any  part  of  the  world." 

The  cnpital  of  C'liili,  Si.  Jago,  or  Si.  I;il:o,  or,  as  many  spcll  if, 
Santiago,  is  not  quite  lifiy  miles  from  Valparaiso,  in  the  direction  of 
east-by-south.  Of  course  it  is  an  inland  city,  and  on  that  accoimt 
more  eonTenient  as  the  metropolis  of  a  great  republic.  Its  situation* 
Mr.  Hogan  informed  me,  was  convenieut  and  delightful ;  behig  on  the 
side  of  ;i  fertile  plain  twenty-four  leagiifs  in  extent,  and  bounded  on 
the  other  side  by  a  majestic  hill.  Its  streets  are  broad  and  well  paved, 
crossing  each  other  at  right  angles ;  its  gardr ns  are  watered  by  canals, 
and  the  prijicipal  square  is  adorned  with  a  line  fuuuiain.  The  plain 
just  mentionecl  is  caUed  Mapocho,  through  which  meanders  a  river  of 
the  same  name ;  and  rich  mines  of  gold  and  silver  abound  among  the 
adjnccnt  hills. 

Tlie  city  contains  about  sixty-five  thousand  inhabitants,  and  is  plen- 
tifully supplied  with  every  convenience  and  luxury  of  life.  The  houses 
generally  are  of  one  story  only,  with  flat  roofs,  siurmounted  by  a  para- 
pet nmning  along  the  front,  just  above  the  cornice,  and  the  walls  are 
whitewashed.  There  are  more  shops  here  than  in  any  other  city  of 
Chili ;  as  it  is  the  centre  of  all  the  internal  traffic  of  the  countr)*.  The 
inhabitants  are  ijay  and  hospitable,  and  in  these  qualities  excel  their 
countrymen  in  the  Old  World,  who  are  proverbial  for  their  gravity. 
Music  and  dancing  are  the  favourite  amusements  of  the  people ;  as  is 
the  ease  in  almost  every  part  of  Spanish  America. 

Between  Santiago  and  Valparaiso  there  is  a  fine  road,  and  incessant 
communication ;  while  from  the  capital  to  Buenos  Ayres,  there  is  not  only 
a  good  road,  but  a  regular  mail-route  established,  by  which  the  inhabit- 
ants of  either  city  obtain  letters  eighteen  da5*s  after  date.  These  eir- 
cumstaaces  are  of  great  advantage  to  Valparaiso,  and  have  coiuributed 
intieh  to  her  growth.  Previons  to  the  revolution,  her  trade  was  chiefly 
confined  to  Pern,  wluch  it  nearly  suppUed  with  grain,  hemp,  and 
eordage;  leceiving  in  retom  sugar,  tobacco,  indigo,  spirits,  and 
coffee. 

tShips  boimd  to  V'alparai-o  sliould  always  make  the  hnd  to  the 
south  of  tlie  bay,  at  lemi  two  leagues,  as  southerly  winds  prevail  on 
this  coast  more  than  seven-eighths  of  the  time,  for  the  year  round.  Six 
or  seven  miles  to  the  south  of  the  bay,  the  coast  is  nearly  north  and  south, 
and  indented  with  many  small  coves  and  bays.  About  four  miles 
south-west  of  Point  Angels  there  is  a  little  bay,  with  a  sand-beach  at 
the  hrnd  of  it,  and  a  ra[j!jpd  rock  at  the  mouth.  After  passing  this  rock, 
the  coast  tends  more  to  the  eastward  :  but  with  an  oiling  of  two  or  tluree 


called  Pomt  Angels,  jutting  out  from  the  coast  in  a  north-west  directioii ; 
and  in  dtonbling  this  point  ships  enter  the  Bay  of  Valparaiso,  which  is 
open  towards  the  north.  In  entering  here  with  a  soutlierly  wind,  a  ship 
should  keep  Point  Angels  close  aboard;  for  thontrb  there  are  a  few 
rocks  lying  a  little  ofi-shore,  just  within  the  outer  fouii,  yet  they  are 


miles,  the  western  point  of  Val 


Bay  wiU  be  visible.    This  is 
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not  daugcrou>,  being  always  visible,  and  may  be  safely  passed  widun 
a  cable's  lengtii. 

The  first  interesting  object  that  presents  itself  to  the  eye  on  round* 
xng  Point  Angels  is  a  long  sandy  beach  on  the  opposite  or  eastern  side 

the  bay,  and  beyond  that  tlie  almond-gudens  before  mentioned* 

**In  an  instant  afterward  the  whole  town,  shipping;  with  tlieir  colours 
flying,  and  ihc  foils,  burst  onf,  as  it  were,  from  behind  the  rocks,"*  and 
the  city  of  V  alparaiso  lies  before  you,  close  by  the  water,  under  a 
naked  precipice  of  red  earth  and  took. 

This  cheerful  and  animating  scene  may  be  contemplated  as  yon 
liaul  in  for  the  shipping  and  choose  your  anchorage.  If  it  be  winter* 
a  ship  should  not  anchor  in  (li;ui  fifteen  fathoms  ;  but  during  the 
summer  months  her  best  berth  will  be  in-.'^liore,  in  four  or  five  fathoms, 
if  possible.  She  will  be  more  likely  to  hold  on  in  this  position,  as  the 
bottom  is  not  so  much  broken  up  as  it  is  farther  oflPshore* 

This  port  is  defended  by  three  castles,  viz.  St.  Anthony's,  Rosario* 
and  Conception.  There  is  al  o  a  fortress  at  the  eastward  of  the  AI« 
niandral,  called  Fort  Caleta.  That  part  of  tlie  town  called  the  Alman- 
dral,  with  its  delightful  groves  of  almond  and  ohve-trecs,  occupies  the 
declivity  of  the  mountain  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  bay,  and  is  con- 
sidered ixs  the  suburbs  of  the  city. 

The  cUmate  here,  except  during  the  rainy  season,  is  temperatet 
iiealthfulf  aennet  and  not  snrpassed  in  any  section  of  the  globe.  In 
the  spring,  summer,  and  autumn  nionthr^  iht  re  is  seldom  a  cloud  to  be 
aera.  A  fog  generally  prevails  in  the  morning,  hanging  over  the  coast, 
and  rising  up  the  monntains  in  mirh  a  manner  as  to  remind  one  of  a 
summer  sunhbe  among  the  Higlilands  of  the  Hudson  Kivcr.  But  when 
the  aim  hiuats  from  behind  the  monntains,  the  scene  is  instantly  lighted 
lip  with  a  beauty  and  a  brilliancy  unrivalled  in  any  other  place  1  have 
ever  fUlted*  A  foggy  morning  at  Valparaiso  is  a  good  sign,  for  when 
the  nT^rning  breaks  with  a  perfect  clear  sky,  and  the  sun  rises  uncon- 
cealed bv  haze,  while  the  horizon  in  the  oiling  i*?  broken  bv  a  tremuious 
line,  a  very  strong  southerly  wind  is  to  be  expected  about  noon  ;  w  hich 
sometimes  comes  doum  the  momitain  that  encircles  the  town  in  fitful 
fi[ii8is,  and  with  such  violence  as  to  drive  ships  from  their  anchors,  un- 
1(  >  tliey  lie  well  in<«hore,  under  shelter  of  the  highlands. 

These  troublesome  m  inds,  however,  generally  abate  :nul  die  away 
at  sunset,  when  a  calm  night  of  starlit  beauty  succeeds  ;  which,  if  the 
moon  be  at  Uic  i  jji^ht  age,  is  delightful  beyond  description.  When  the 
inomiog  breaks  with  fog,  clouds,  and  haze,  a  breeze  generally  sets  in 
at  the  early  part  of  the  day,  and  frequently  from  different  points  of  the 
compass,  but  with  no  Strong  gusts  from  the  aouth.  The  country  back^ 
of  the  precipice  which  surrounds  the  town  is  diversified  with  hillst 
plains,  and  x'alleys.  Tlie  vale  of  Qu'illota,  in  particular,  is  very  beau- 
tilul,  and  luxuriantly  fertile.  A  river  called  the  Aconcagua  meanders 
through  it,  on  the  banks  of  which  is  bmit  liie  city  of  St.  Martin  de  la 
CoDeha,  otherwiae  ctdled  QuiUota,  about  forty  miles  froraTalparaiso* 
August  S^^My  venerable  friend  the  consul-general  had  been  ap 
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libenl  and  prompt  in  hk  supplies,  that  I  was  nearly  ready  to  saQ  mt 

Saturday,  tlie  'Zd  of  August,  for  Port  Coquimho,  about  sixty-five  leagues 
t'anher  north,  where  I  intended  to  unload  the  Wasp,  and  throw  her  down 
for  a  ihorough  repair.  Mr.  Hogau  kindly  advanced  all  the  money 
that  I  re4uired,  which  en^ed  me  to  purchase  copper,  timber,  and 
Other  iwcesMiMS  for  the  contemplated  purpose*  Mach  of  our  copper 
eheathinf  had  been  ripped  off  by  the  ice,  tn  our  antarctic  expeditioa ; 
a  new  cut-water  and  false  keel  were  also  necessary ;  and  a  portion  of 
the  stern-post  whirh  had  been  beaten  off  while  the  Wasp  was  on  the 
rocks  in  the  Gulf  of  Penas  was  to  he  replaced.  The  spars,  sails, 
and  rigging  likewise  required  overiiauimg  and  repairing ;  to  da  ail 
of  which  I  was  amply  supplied  witli  meaaa  by  the  kjndaeaa  of  Ur. 
Hogan. 

During  one  of  my  fiails  to  this  gendeman,  he  related  to  me  many 

interesting  particidar?  connected  with  tlie  late  dreadful  earthquake 
which,  eight  months  before,  had  nearly  reduced  tlie  citv  to  a  lu'np  of 
ruins.  This  tremendous  disaster  occurred  on  Uie  18iii  of  xNoveni- 
ber ;  die  very  dav  that  I  relinquished  my  fruitless  search  for  the  Aurora 
Ishiiids,  ae  stated  m  Chapw  lU.  It  took  plaee  between  ten  and  eleven 
o*clock  in  the  eveningt  Uld  most  of  the  destruction  was  (  u  >ed  by  the 
first  shock,  whifh  was  of  nearly  three  minutes*  duration.  This  un- 
Msualiy  protracted  convulsion  nf  the  earth  spread  terror,  ron^^ternalion, 
and  dismay  in  every  direction,  far  and  near.  The  iohabuants  fled  to 
the  hilb  and  tlie  shipping  for  safety. 

Many  lives  were  bet;  more  than  three  hundred  mangled  bodies 
being  afterward  taken  ont  of  the  ruins,  from  whence  many  were  also 
extricated  alive.  A  prcat  nnmbcr  were  wounded,  among  whom  was 
the  supreme  director  {\vhn  was  down  at  that  time  from  the  capital, 
Santiago),  who  very  nanou  ly  escaped  while  the  governors  pnlacewas 
trembling  over  his  head.  Tins  building  is  still  so  euiirely  in  ruins 
that  it  unli  be  required  to  rebuild  it  mm  the  foundatiott.  Several 
churches  were  lerelled  to  the  gronndt  and  others  so  much  rent  and 
shattered  as  to  ruin  them.  The  cnsUnn-tionse  was  much  injuied,  and 
almost  every  building  in  the  place  received  more  or  less  damasfe. 

Several  other  hcnvy  shocks  succeeded  the  first,  but  none  of  them 
equalled  it  in  violence  or  eifeet.  Lighter  shocks  were  experienced 
almost  every  day  afierward  for  nearly  a  month.  All  Chili  appeared 
to  be  shaken  to  its  foundation ;  and  the  capital,  Santiago,  or  St.  Jago, 
was  so  violently  agitated  that  most  of  the  inhabitants  left  their  honaes, 
nnd  encamped  in  the  fields.  Several  of  the  neighbouring  to^vn<^  and 
villages  were  entirely  ruined.  The  whole  surviving  population  ol  Val- 
paraiso were,  for  months  afterward,  scattered  about  tlie  hills  around 
the  port,  and  sheltered  by  tents,  under  tlie  most  alarming  apprehensions 
of  periskmgby  famme,  as  all  busuiees  was  pnt  a  stop  to» 

Mr.  Hogan  and  the  other  consils  succeeded  in  making  ihehr  escape 
from  the  falling  edifices,  and  took  refuge  onboard  the  shipping,  as  did 
al*'o  m?iTiv  Fncrli^jh  nnd  Amcricnn  families  residing  in  the  phice.  One 
of  tliese  gentlemen  toid  me  that  he  was  sitting  with  some  IriemJs  m  Ins 
room,  when  the  first  thing  they  heard  was  the  falling  of  the  roof,  and,  on 
lushing  forward  he  found  it  imposaifale  to  stands  the  earth  was  insneh 
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violent  agitaliou.  He  fonuiiatcly  got  into  the  street  before  the  house 
fell }  the  next  momeiit  the  earth  w  as  reut  ajsutider,  leavuig  a  tremea* 
doascbafim! 

«Tiie  objecw  on  all  sides/'  said  he, tlie  screams  of  the  dylog,the 

criea  of  the  fugitives,  and  the  dangers  which  surrounded  me,  filled  my 

mind  with  the  most  awful  emotions.  At  lengtli  I  was  rescued  from  my 
T>eriIous  situation  by  one  of  my  friends,  and  took  refuge  on  board  the 
shipping.  But  every  two  or  three  huma  afterward  there  was  a  new 
eoafukSon  of  the  earth,  wUeh  oommamcated  itself  to  the  water,  and 
aeoaihly  afleoted  tlie  repoae  of  the  vessels.** 

Another  gentleman,  a  Boetonian,  then  residing  at  Valparaiso,  de- 
scribed liis  sensations  nearly  in  the  following  terms : — "  On  tlie 
eighteenth,"  suid  he,  "  we  had  been  removing  to  another  Huilding,  and 
the  goods,  furmiurc,  &:c.  were  piled  up  loose  and  proniiseuously  about 
the  room  where  we  slept,  not  having  had  time  to  btow  tliem  an  ay. 
We  were  in  bed,  and  all  the  lights  ey tinguiahed,  on  a  seoondipor,  high 
from  the  street,  and  unacqnamted  with  Ihe  passage  out.  I  will  not 
attempt  to  describe  the  horror  of  the  moment  when  the  first  sliock  was 
felt.  The  sound  resembled  a  long-continued  peal  of  thimder.  The 
brick  floor  under  us  rattled  ;  the  lenders  over  our  heads  cracked;  "wiiile 
tlie  lime  and  the  dust  from  Uie  crumbling  mud-wall^  aliuosi  siuQbcated 
US.  The  whole  edifice  rolled  and  trembled  like  a  ship  in  a  heavy 
short  sea.  We  finally  effected  our  escape  to  the  street,  where  tlw 
tiles  and  other  missiles  were  f^illini:  around  us  like  hail,  Theshzieksof 
women,  the  cries  of  children,  and  tlie  voices  of  men  were  heard  in. 
cvTv  dircciion ;  and  people  of  all  classes  were  running  almost  naked 
through  the  streets,  eallijig  on  saints  fur  mercy  and  protection/*  ,/ 

Mr.  Uogan  then  related  au  auccdoie,  which  all  the  geutlemeu  pres- 
ent assored  me  was  a  fact.  He  said  (hat  a  few  days  after  the  earth- 
quake, a  number  of  priests  drew  op  a  petition  for  tbie  enidsion  of  all 
the  English  and  Americans  (or  heretics,  as  they  teimed  them)  ibAt 
resided  at  Valparaiso,  as  being  the  cause  of  the  carth(]\iakc  and  its 
attendant  calamities,  by  their  not  belonging  to  the  true  church.  They 
^tpplied  to  the  oldest  judge  of  the  city  to  obtain  his  signature  to  head 
the  list  of  pcutioners.  His  reply  was,  '*  How  can  you  attribute  tlus 
affliction  to  the  wickedness  of  the  ^Angliees^  when  tktir  houses  are 
most  of  them  standing,  and  all  their  Hves  spszed,  as  witnesses  of  theic 
innocence ;  wliilc  you,  who  call  yourselves  good  Catholics,  with 
yonr  prayers,  and  the  assistance  of  patron  saints,  could  not  save  our 
churclies,  Jionses,  and  hundreds  of  the  true  faith  IVom  utter  destnu-tion  ! 
As  fur  myiclii  on  ihc  ni^l  oJl  the  cuji'dM^uake,  iviiii  tiiu  real  ui  my  itunily, 
I  was  taken  fmun  impending  rain  by  an  American,  at  the  immiH^  risk 
nfliis  lire,\v}icn  iiocoimtnrmanofmy  ownwonldcomo  to  my  assistance  s 

I  shall  ihcitforc  not  subscribe  to  any  such  thing." 

I  could  not  depart  from  Valparaiso  witliout  taking  a  more  particular 
Irave  oi'  tlie  conanl,  and  tendering  him  ?l:e  sincere  homag*^  of  my 
csUiiiua  and  rcj^cct.  He  received  mc  and  parted  from  me  as  a  lather 
would  with  a  mvotirite  son*  The  warm  cordiaUty  of  his  mannerSf 
nnited  with  the  fpri^ri^iness  and  intelligence  of  his  conversationi 
Itmni  by  aaeedoiee  of  all  parts  of  the  worU,  endear  him  to  every 
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one  who  has  the  happiness  to  be  near  him.  He  has  been  a  great  trav- 
eller, and  a  very  close  observer,  which  facts  reader  hk  conversation 
poctdtBrty  intenetios;  He  was  oneo  a  midthipman  in  the  British  nafy* 
on  board  die  same  ahip,  and  in  the  same  mess,  with  the  then  Duke  of 
Clarence,  now  King  oi'  England.  I  pancd  from  hira  with  regret  and 
affection.  I  have  hnd  occasion  to  visit  him  in  subsequent  voyageSf 
and  always  witli  sentuuents  of  increased  admiration. 

August  dd. — ^We  this  day  departed  from  Valparaiso,  with  a  light 
breeze  from  aoath-aonth-west,  and  fair  weather.^  At  8,  P.  M.,  we  took 
the  wind  from  the  northward,  varying  from  north-west  to  north-east,  at- 
tended, part  of  the  time,  with  heavy  rains. 

August  7th. — We  arrived  n«  the  j)ort  of  Coquimbo,  and  at  5,  P.  M., 
came  to  anchor  in  fonrfailiunis  of  water,  mud  and  clay  botiora.  Here 
"we  found  the  brig  Canada,  Captam  Hutcliins,  froiii  lialtimore,  on  a 
trading  voyage,  and  waiting  for  part  of  a  cargo  of  copper.  Captain 
H.  kindly  assisted  me  in  my  contemplated  repairs  of  the  Wasp,  by 
permitting  me  to  transfer  her  cargo  to  his  brig,  which  was  lying  in 
ballast,  and  to  heave  the  schooner  down  by  the  brig.  He  likewise  let 
me  have  his  carpenter  and  a  part  of  his  crew,  which  was  of  very  great 
assistance,  and  a  courtesy  that  I  shall  not  easily  or  speedily  forget. 

We  unmediately  commenced  oveihauling  the  Wasp,  and  preparing 
to  torn  her  keel  out  of  water;  so  that  on  Monday,  the  eleventh, the 
Btarboaid  side  of  the  schooner's  bottom  was  exposed  toriew,  when  we 
discovered  that  tlie  cm-wufrr.  v/ith  a  portion  of  the  main  stem,  also 
the  false  keel,  with  a  pan  ol  tlie  main  keel,  tofjrthpr  with  the  heel  of 
the  stern-post,  had  all  been  beaten  oll'on  the  rocks  in  the  Gulf  of  Penas, 
on  ihe  fotirth  of  July.  We  likewise  found  thai  a  great  part  of  ilie 
copper  had  been  cm  off  the  bottom,  from  the  bends  about  six  feet  nnder 
Watw,  nearly  lore  and  aft,  by  the  ice  in  the  antarctic  circle. 

Autrust  21*/. — We  had  laboured  so  diligently  t!iat  hy  Mond;iy,  the 
cightecnr!!,  the  vessel's  bottom  was  in  perfect  order;  and  on  Tliurs- 
day,  the  twenty-first,  we  were  all  ready  for  sea,  with  every  thing  on 
board.  It  is  but  just  to  remark,  in  this  place,  that  I  received  every 
assistance  from  Mr*  Stewart,  the  vice-consul  of  the  Unked  States,  that 
my  distressed  situation  required,  the  damages  of  the  Wasp  havmg  ex- 
eeeded  our  anticipations. 

The  port  of  Coquimbo  is  a  convenient  and  safe  harbour,  much  fre- 
quemed,  and  noted  for  the  extensive  coppci mines  in  its  vicinity.  In 
entering  this  port,  it  is  proper  to  make  the  laud  a  few  leagues  south 
of  it,  say  m  latitude  80^  5'  S.,  and  follow  the  shore  to  the  northward 
tili  you  approach  the  nearest  point  of  the  bay,  which  opens  to  the  north 
like  that  of  Valparaiso.  Off  thb  point  a  number  of  rocks  and  rocky 
islets  are  visible,  wliich  strangers  had  best  leave  on  the  righl-hana, 
although  there  is  watn  four  fathoms  deep  between  them  and  the  point  ; 
but  the  passage  is  nanuw,  and  by  keeping  outside  of  tlieni,  sutiicicnt 
room  is  secured  to  beat  to  windward,  which  is  generally  necessary  to 
reach  the  anchorage  in'the  80Uth*west  part  of  the  bay,  abreast  of  some 
warehouses.  Here  a  ship  may  anchor  in  firom  eight  to  three  Itdioma^ 
Wi^  the  flag-staff  on  the  fort  bearing  west,  distant  about  one  mil^. 
Hei«  is  a  fine  hartioiir,  and  the  fairest  of  weather  that  it  is  possible  tp 
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Hrish  for  nearly  all  ihe  year  round.  Tt  is  approached  M'ithout  danger, 
aiid  enjoyed  wuhuui  auy  niolestaUon  hum  the  elementa.  The  ouly 
annoyance  to  be  appfehended  is  tiom  imri>— degraded,  base*  mercenaiy 
maul  as  I  was  taught  by  experience  before  my  departure. 

The  town  of  Co^iimbo,  sometimes  called  La  Serena,  is  prepossess* 
mrr  m  its  appearance;  the  streets  are  shaded  with  myrt!e-trer^-,  niu! 
arrano;ed  so  as  to  form  squares  ;  a  garden  well  sJored  wiih  Irmt  trees 
is  attached  to  every  house.  It  was  the  capital  of  the  province  of  the 
same  name  previous  to  the  revolution,  being  the  second  town  built  by 
Valdivia*  Ibr  the  purpose  of  maintainmg  an  intercourse  between  Pern 
and  ChilL  It  stands  about  a  mile  from  the  sea.  In  a  most  delightM 
situation,  commanding  an  extensive  view  of  the  countr}-,  the  ocean,  and 
a  river  of  the  same  name.  Tlie  country  around  presents  a  charming 
prospect,  diversified  with  shady  groves,  cultivated  iieids,  and  verdant 
tucadows. 

The  town  is  large,  but  is  said  not  to  be  proportionably  populous.  It 
has  several  churches  and  convents ;  also  a  town-house,  and  some  other 
public  buildings.  It  is  furnished  with  water  by  canals  cut  from  tlie  river 
on  its  north  side,  which  has  previously  meandered  through  a  beautiful 
vallev  of  the  same  name  ;  by  tliis  means  the  freshness,  beauty,  and  fer- 
tility ol  their  gardens  are  rendered  so  conspicuous.  This  river  empties 
into  the  bay  where  we  were  now  l^ing  at  anchor,  ready  for  sea.  The 
conmry  is  not  only  Tery  prolific  in  Teg^able  productions,  but  aka 
aboimds  with  mines  of  various  kinds.  There  is  one' of  copper  about 
five  IcaL'nr^  from  the  low?i,  on  a  high  green  hill  in  form  of  a  sugar- 


is  very  agreeable,  being  almost  uniformly  mild  and  serene. 

Before  I  take  my  leave  of  Coquimbo,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  give  one 
serious  caution  to  shipmasters  who  visit  this  port ;  and  that  is,  to  pro-. 
Jubit  their  crews  from  having  any  dealings  with  the  pulla-perees,  oc 

grog-shops,  as  they  are  called ;  as  I  can  assert,  from  experience,  tJhat 
they  are  kept  by  some  of  the  greatest  villains  on  earth,  i  had  much 
trouble  with  these  fellows  wliiJc  heaving  my  vessel  do^vn  at  tlils  port ; 
as  they  enticed  a  great  part  of  my  crew  from  their  duty,  and  kept  Uicin 
concealed  in  a  eontinued  state  of  intoxication,  at  a  tune  when  I  most 
wanted  their  services. 

On  the  evening  before  I  sailed,  Thursday,  (he  twenty-first,  one  of 
these  puUa-peree  men  came  to  me  and  said  thai  he  knew  wliere  my 
men  were,  and  that  if  I  wished  it  he  would  take  a  guard  of  soldiers 
and  conduct  them  on  board.  I  readily  assenicd  to  the  proposition, 
and  directed  him  to  get  them  on  board  as  soon  as  possible,  though  ia 
a  sute  of  intozicatiott.  They  were  accordingly  taken  on  board  at 
about  four,  P.  M. ;  and  at  five,  P.  M.,  the  same  villain  came  to  me 
while  I  was  on  shore  in  company  with  Captain  Hutchins,  and  told  ma 
that  he  had  a  small  bill  agriinst  some  of  my  crew.  I  took  tlie  ^^i]],  und 
the  reader  may  guess  my  astonishment  on  finding  the  amount  to  be 


I  oooUy  jetttmed  lum  the  account,  telling  him  he  must  bring  it  on 
board  in  the  morning,  as  I  could  not  discharge  it  till  the  men  had  ex- 
amined  the  billi  and  acknowled^  it  to  be  coirsct.  Ha  apfeaied 
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satisfied  Tritli  tliis  arrangement,  bade  me  good  night,  and  left  mc.  I 
soon  after  went  on  board  the  schooner ;  and  at  eleven,  1'.  M.,  called 
the  crew  aft,  and  inquired  what  they  had  had  while  on  shore.  TUey  re- 
plied that  they  coold  not  teD,  for  thn  fellow  had  kept  thmn  obi  in  the 
eomitiy  in  %  state  of  senseless  tnebrintioii  all  the  time  Ifae^  had  beeu 
mi  shore  ;  tluu  he  had  shown  them  a  written  paper,  purporting  to  be  a 
rcriificatc  from  me  that  they  mis^ht  have  their  liberty  while  the  vessel 
was  ill  port ;  nnd  that  I  had  ordered  him  to  let  them  have  whatever 
ihey  wanted  uniii  she  was  ready  for  sea ! 

This  candid  statement  of  the  ddmqiieiits  confirmed  what  I  had  pre- 
vioosly  learned  from  the  Spaniards  respecting  this  man ;  I  therefore 
«t  once  determined  not  to  submit  to  such  a  shameful  imposition.  Bot 
knowinfT  ihv  iniV.ccIlIiy  of  tlic  civil  authority,  1  eonchulfd  that  it  was 
worse  than  useless  to  look  for  legal  protection;  1  therefore  resolved  to 
leave  the  port  chn  inL'^  that  night.  Accordingly,  at  two,  A.  iM.,  when  a 
light  air  sprang  up  from  the  south,  I  called  all  hand»,  mullled  the  palls 
of  the  windlass,  ran  the  anchor  op  to  the  bows,  got  out  the  sweeps, 
and  swept  the  vessel  out  of  the  haibonr ;  by  which  time  it  was  day« 
Bght,  and  a  dead  calm. 

Atrf^fsl  22(1. — A  little  after  daylight  I  saw  a  I)oat  cominw  round  t]:e 
point,  full  of  soldier?!  well  armed,  about  thirty  in  niuuhcr.  Ilaviiii:;  ex- 
pected the  vLbii,  i  was  fully  prepared  to  receive  them.  All  hands  were 
at  qnarters,  the  gone  doable-shotted  with  canister  and  grape,  and  att 
the  muskets  and  boarding*pikcs  were  on  deck. 

As  soon  as  the  boat  came  whhin  hail,  I  ran  up  the  star-spangled 
banner,  and  demanded  of  them  what  thry  wanted.  They  immediately 
lay  upon  their  oars,  while  the  pull  a -puree  gentleman  assumed  the 
office  of  spokesman,  and  said  he  must  have  either  liis  money-  or  the 
men  who  owed  it.  In  reply,  I  reminded  him  of  his  vOhniy,  and  that 
we  were  now  five  miles  from  the  port,  with  a  legal  clearance  from  the 
ODstom-house ;  assured  him  that  I  neither  knew  the  party,  nor  wonld 
acknowledge  any  claims  wliicli  they  miiiht  prrtrnrl  to  have  against  thft 
Wasp ;  that  my  men  were  imdcr  the  proieciion  of  my  e^mii  and  th(3 
flag  of  niy  country  ;  and,  finally,  that  if  they  advanced  their  boat  s 
lengtli  nearer  to  the  schooner,  the  accoimt  would  verj'  quickly  be  settled 
irith  kardf  if  not  vrinhprwums  metah 

Suiting  the  ai  lion  to  the  word,  every  gmi  was  immediately  pointed 
for  the  boat.  This  mana?uvre  was  sufiicient  for  our  doughty  assail- 
ants The  word  anion:!  tlirm  was  instantly  *'  Stem,  r  and  they 
lost  no  time  in  pr.iling  to  a  rrsj>cctUil  distance  ;  and  no  doubt  con- 
sidered thcunsclvc:^  very  foriujiaie  in  being  permilied  to  ruurn  to  the 
shore  in  as  good  health  as  they  left  it. 

At  about  ten,  A.  M.,  we  took  a  breeze  from  souih-by-west,  with  fair 
weather,  when  we  shaped  our  course  for  the  islands  of  St.  Ambrose 
and  St.  Felix.  During  this  passage  we  were  oftrn  snrroimdrtl  by 
sperm  and  right  whales,  porpoises,  dolpluns,  bouettas,  skipjacks, 
sharks,  and  pilot-fish. 

August  25tL — On  Monday,  the  twenty -fiftli  of  August,  at  two,  P.  M«, 
we  arrived  at  the  island  of  St.  Ambrose,  and  sent  the  boats  on  shore 
in  search  of  seal.   They  reinmed  at  seven,  P.  M.,  with  eighty^seven 
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fur-seal  skins.    After  examining  this  island,  we  pftid  a  simflar  virit  on 

the  following  day  to  8i.  Felix,  ahout  six  len?i5cs  west-south-wrst  of  it, 
■where  wp  obtained  two  liundrcd  and  ('Ic\en  I'ur-seal  skins.  Here  also 
we  encouniereU  a  very  interesting  adventure,  with  which  I  shall  com- 
mence the  next  chapter.  In  the  mean  time  it  will  be  proper  to  give  the 
reader  some  idea  of  the  charaeter  of  these  islands,  and  of  their  loeation. 

The  islands  of  St.  Ambrose  and  St.  Felix  lie  about  500  miles  north- 
west  from  Port  Coquinibo,  and  nearly  the  same  di^trinrp  we^t  of  Co- 
piupo,  a  town  and  cape  on  thr  coast  of  northern  C'hiii.  They  are 
uortli-nurih-west  of  the  island  ui  Juan  Fernandez  about  ojie  htmdred 
and  sixty  leagues,  being  in  latitude  26°  SO'  8.,  long.  80°  0*  W. 

As  before  mtimated,  St.  Ambrose  is  the  mosieaBteiiy  of  these  two 
Islaods,  and  is  aboot  five  miles  in  circumference.  On  the  north  sido 
there  is  a  fine  snug  liiile  cove  for  a  boat,  'ivA  a  good  landing  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year,  with  the  wind  Mowing  Ironi  any  southerly  point 
between  ea:>t.  and  wesu  iiut  it  is  diihcult  to  obtain  fresh  water  from 
this  landiiiff.  About  the  eemre  of  the  north  side,  however,  there  is  a 
stiU  better  landing,  where  fresh  water  of  att  ezeelleat  quality  may  be 
had  in  any  quantity  from  a  pond  on  the  top  of  the  island,  or  table-land, 
and  led  down  to  the  boats  by  mean^  of  a  hose,  without  any  trouble. 
Small  as  this  island  is,  it  can  boast  of  a  nioimiain  which  rises  about 
three  htmdred  and  ilfiy  feet  from  its  base,  widi  vegetation  on  ii^i  summit 
and  sides,  where  grow  many  kinds  of  plants  and  shrubs.  A  few  seels 
of  the  ftur  kind  arc  found  on  the  shores  of  this  island. 

The  island  of  St.  Felix,  which  lies  farther  west,  is  about  the  same 
size  as  tlie  one  just  described,  and  is  elevated  nboui  three  hundred 
feet  above  ilie  level  of  the  sea.  On  its  west  and  south-west  sides  it 
presents  nothing  to  the  eye  but  steep  perpendicular  clifik;  but  there  is 
u  place  for  landing  on  the  north-west  aiite,  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  • 
eastward  of  tlic  north-west  head  or  bluff.  Here,  in  a  sort  of  giodly, 
you  may  land  on  a  Hat  rock  at  all  seasons  of  the  year ;  but  on  the 
beaches  nt  the  north  nnd  east  sides  of  the  island  the  landini^  is  dan- 
iLjerous,  as  the  shores  arc  very  steep.  But  after  you  have  landed,  there 
Is  notliing  in  the  prospect  to  repay  you  for  the  trouble.  The  island 
is  entirely  destitute  of  grass,  verdure,  or  vegetable  productions  of  any 
descriptioiL;  the  whole  being  a  barren  sun-bnxnt  sorlkee,  direiaified 
only  with  rocks  and  sand. 

This  isl  anfl  is  mo^'tly  visited  by  sailors  for  the  purpose  of  taking  seal- 
skins, the  lur  uf  which  is  of  a  very  good  quality.    It  is  also  a  fme  place 
to  gather  the  eggs  of  aquatic  birds,  and  to  catch  fish,  which  are  play* 
ing  round  ibs  shores  ra  great  abundance.  A  man  may  stand  on  the 
rocks  at  the  landing,  with  line  and  hook,  tmited  with  the  flesh  of  seals 
or  bird-^,  and  load  a  boat  with  crawfish  in  half  a  day.    Eggs  of  aquatic 
birds  may  be  frnthcrcd  in  any  ([iianiity  during  the  months  of  Dccenibci 
and  January  on  boili  these  islands.    Those  of  the  shag  and  the  gaunct 
arc  nearly  equal  to  hens*  eggs  in  taste.   There  are  no  dangers  attr 
tiilier  of  tfaiM  isltids  two  eablesMength  from  shore.  Both  of  them 
m  evidmly  of  foleanie  origm,  the  tocka  showing  every  mark  of  haf^ 
rns  once  been  in  a  •^tatc  of  fusioD»aiid  p«iuc6>etoiiea  m fyaaaAoik 
dilGtfeiit  parts  of  the  iaiands. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

A  Discovery — Inexcusab!o  Barl>arity — Hopeless  SunViiiij*  and  joyful  Prt's^erva- 
tion — Lobot  Afuero— Lobo*  de  Terra — loUiaa  Catiunanuu,  and  Balzas — Kiver 
and  Town  of  Tumbea— Pfnrro  in  Pera — Port  md  Town  of  TacamM — Nat* 
ural  Productions — Volcanic  Mountains — Heiffht  of  Chimborazo — Cities  of  (juita 
and  Cuzco — Monuments  of  ancient  Splendour — Walls  of  the  Temple  of  ihe 
Sun  still  standiug — Ruins  of  the  Incas*  Palnce-^Gallapagos  Islands — Elephant 
Tortoisefl — Island  of  Juan  Fernandez — Natural  PMaaclUMM— >E*capo  of  tho  * 
Convieto— AloxftDder  SoUuck,  or  Kobimmn  CniMw* 

While  standing  in  for  the  ialaiitl  of  St.  Felix,  my  aiteniion  was  ar- 
rested by  tlic  ai  tpearance  of  a  flag  or  signal  from  the  top  of  the  island ; 
which,  on  approaching  neaier,  I  eoacludnl  to  be  a  sailor's  shirt  fastened 

to  a  pole.  In  a  few  minutes  afterward  thr  man  at  the  mast-head  re- 
ported that  he  could  dislinguish  several  person??  n(  nr  the  sif^nal-poie, 
muLiiig  stronff  gesticulations,  as  il  anxious  to  attract  our  attention. 
The  idea  ol  shipwrecked  sufferers  on  a  desert  island,  pleading  for 
succour,  now  very  naturally  occurred  to  our  mindst  and  we  lost  no  time 
in  making  a  favourable  reply  to  their  signals. 

As  soon  as  we  liail  approached  sufficiently  near  the  i«?land  I  hove- 
to,  and  ordered  tlic  boats  to  be  lowered,  manned,  ami  inrnished  with 
refreshments  of  every  kind.  As  soon  as  iliet»e  movements  were  per- 
ceived by  the  men  on  shore,  they  evinced  the  most  extravagant  sensa- 
tions of  joy,  which  seemed  to  increase  as  the  boats  approached  the 
shore.  The  interview  between  tliesc  poor  fellows  and  their  deliverers 
\vas  such  as  might  he  rxprvird  iindt  r  such  circninstances,  a  brief  de- 
tail 1)1  which  was  soon  furnished  by  the  stifferers,  in  substance  as 
follows  : — 

The  schooner  Francisco,  Captain  Van  Doras,  had  sailed  from  Val- 
paraiso on  a  sealing  voyage,  and  touched  at  these  islands  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  month  of  INIay,  three  months  previous  to  our  arrival.  The 
captain  concluded  to  leave  five  of  his  crew  on  the  island  of  St.  Felix, 
to  lake  sral-skin?,  v.liilr  he  proceedr d  with  the  ves^srl  to  some  oilier 
plarr,  on  tlu^  same  i>u->ine.^s.  He  left  with  them  sunificnt  v.ater  and 
piuviiiions  to  last  three  weeks,  pledging  himself  to  be  back  in  a  fort- 
night, and  take  them  off.  They  went  cheerfully  to  work«  and  faith- 
fully performed  the  duties  assigned  them  for  fourteen  days,  at  the  ex* 
piration  of  which  they  began  to  look  out  for  the  return  of  the  vessel; 
btit  iliry  looked  in  vain.  Another  week  elapsed,  and  they  began  to 
grow  alarmed. 

Their  provisions  and  water  were  now  nearly  all  exhausted ;  and 
ttodiing  like  a  sail  could  be  seen  in  the  circling  horizon  which  bounded 
ihe  vast  waste  of  waters  that  surrounded  the  island.  Day  after  day 
vassed  by,  and  their  situation  became  desperate.  The  hoirrid  idea  of{ 
beiBf  purposely  left  here  to  perish  hrresistibly  fastened  itself  on  their 
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minds,  and  plunged  ihem  into  a  stale  of  hopeleesness,  bordering  on 
despair.  Their  food  now  consisted  of  raw  fish,  and  the  ile^h  uf  seai^ 
and  Mrds  dried  in  die  smi»  not  having  the  means  of  making  a  fire  to 
eook  it  Three  months  had  now  paMed  away^  and  nothing  had  oc- 
curred to  revive  their  dying  hopes.  In  a  few  weeks  more  their  auffiNP* 
ings  would  probably  have  terminated  in  a  lingering  death. 

But  where  was  tlic  iiiliuuian  wretch  who  had  abandoned  them  to 
this  dreadlui  iate  I  1  was  afterward  uitormed  that  he  proceeded  from 
1km  ialand  to  OaBao^  m  Peru,  where  he  plunged  mto  a  courae  of  dissw 
patioii  and  ezceaaes  which  efieetually  drove  every  thought  of  bnsineaa 
or  homanity  from  his  mind ;  until  he  at  length  awoke  mm  the  bewil- 
dering dream,  a  ruined  and  dei^raded  man. 

it  is  hartllv  nccrss  Li  v  to  state  that  these  unfortunate  men  were  re- 
ceived onboard  the  Wasp,  and  treated  as  duty  and  humanity  diciattd, 
^r  which  their  gratitude  was  unbounded.  Some  of  them  retiumed  with 
me  lo  the  United  States ;  the  others  being  left,  at  ifaeir  own  request, 
ill  (lifTerent  ports  on  the  coast  of  GhiiL  The  names  of  the  ^^  c  were, 
Wiiiiam  Golden,  or  (Tolding,  Joseph  AlezaDder«  Peleg  Wilber*  Joha 
i^tewart,  and  Hugh  Hill. 

August  2Sth. — On  Thursday,  at  7,  P.  M.,  after  hoisting  up  tlie  boats, 
and  securing  them  in  the  cranes,  we  filled  away,  and  steered  for  tiie 
weather  (or  southern)  Lobos,  with  a  light  breexe  from  the  soiith-sonth* 
east,  and  fair  weather.  The  next  day,  at  10,  A.  M.,  being  in  lat» 
85^  2'  S.,  long.  79**  41'  W.,  we  found  the  variation  per  azimuth  9*^  52.' 
easterly.  "We  continued  istandinsf  to  the  north,  with  alternate  li[(ht  winds 
and  cahiis,  for  more  thaa  ten  days,  without  meeting  any  occurrence 
worth  recording. 

Stptembcr  ^l/u — We  arrived  at  Lobos  Atuero,  or  outer  Loboj>,  oil 
Tuesday,  and  at  1,  P.  M.,  we  anchored  m  six  fathoms  of  water,  sandy 
bottom,  m  a  fine  harbour,  on  the  north-west  side  of  the  island;  and  at 

I'.  M,,  sent  the  boats  on  shore  in  search  of  seals,  which  returned  at 
7,  P.  M.,  wifli  only  twenty-eight  fur-skins,  being  all  that  could  be  pro* 
ciued  here  at  this  lime. 

This  island  is  in  lat.  6^  59'  S.,  long.  HQ-  12  W.  The  harbour  is 
fine  and  couunodious,  in  which  lifiy  bhips  might  lie  in  safety  ail  the 
year  round.  Those  who  wish  to  anchor  here  ahould  pass  to  the  south 
of  the  bland,  then  haul  round  the  west  end  towards  the  north  until 
the  bay  opens,  when  they  may  beat  up  the  harbour  in  >iafety,  by  keep- 
ing a  look-out  for  a  single  rock  in  tlie  north  part  of  tl  r  Hay,  nearly 
midway  between  its  uvo  outer  points,  but  rather  iiicimmg  to  th© 
north  point.  Tiiis  rociv  jiiay  be  timely  discovered  from  the  mast-head, 
though  it  is  covered  seven  feet  deep  at  low  water.  Ships  should  not 
apprtaehihe  eastern  part  of  this  island  nearer  than  a  mile,  there  being 
several  sunken  foefca  in  that  du-ection.  Fish  may  be  caiight  here  hi 
abiuidance,  and  eggs  are  plenty  in  the  proper  season.  The  island  is 
moderately  elevated,  may  be  seen  r=iix  or  seven  leagues  in  clear  weather, 
and  has  a  rii  L  L:*  d  appearance,  without  vegetation  orfiresii  water,  except 
during  the  rainy  season. 

'  SmtenOer  lOM.— We  next  visiled  the  inner  or  BQrtbem  ialand, 
iMBed  Loboe  de  Teria,  where  wo  anchorad  on  WedMsdsgrt  ai7«  A.  M.* 
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in  four  fathoms  of  water,  at  the  head  of  a  small  bay,  on  the  norill  put 
•f  the  island.    At  8,  A.  M.,  sent  the  boats  m  search  of  seals. 

This  island  is  in  latitude  6^  34  S.,  loug.  80^  45'  W.,  variatiun  (? 
4i'  easterly.  On  the  north  side  is  a  safe  wd  emrmaesA  harbour, 
§9nmd  Iff  m  iatand  of  oontiteable  laDgih  aa  the  wen,  aefnnted  by 
a  very  narrow  pas8ege»  emtable  only  for  boats.  The  south  end  of  this 
small  island  forms  the  south  and  wpst  pnrts  of  the  harbour.  This  is  a 
delightful  bay,  with  smooth  water,  level  beach,  and  pleasant  prosprrts. 
An  abundance  of  eggs  can  be  obtained  here  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber, irom  the  rookeries  of  aquatic  birds.  Lobou  de  Terra  is  much 
knger  duoi  the  •omfaeni  or  outer  Lobot ;  its  nufiice  is  not  so  nuicb 
elevated,  Init  more  even  and  leveL  There  aie  not  so  many  loeks  end 
islets  aroand  it,  and  it  is  more  free  from  dangers.  Fur  and  hair-seals 
are  found  here  in  considcrafjlc  numbers  ;  and  a  varirtv  of  scale-fish 
may  be  caught  with  hook  and  Imp.  it  lies  seven  leagues  from  the 
mainlaiid,  from  whence  it  may  always  be  seen  in  clear  weather. 

Hie  IndianB  fiom  tlie  eominent  fisii  tfaeie  ielande  every  year,  for  the 
purpose  of  seafinf  and  fishing*  and  gathering  eggs,  which  they  sell  oo 
the  main.  They  come  hither  on  a  kind  of  raft,  well  known  on  this 
coast  by  the  term  catamaran.  This  crgft  is  composod  of  a  number  of 
large  logs  of  a  light  and  buoyant  nature,  lashed  together  whh  cordage 
made  of  a  certaui  species  of  grass.  They  are  generally  irum  twenty 
to  twenrf-five  feet  m  length,  and  sometunes  even  fifty  feeu  In  the 
middle  there  is  raised  a  knid  of  box,  three  or  four  feet  in  height,  for  the 
better  seeiiii^  of  the  mast,  whiefa  is  stepped  in  the  centre  l^ttom  log. 
They  have  likewise  a  short  bowsprit  rigg^cd  out  forward,  to  wliich  tlie 
tack  of  the  sail  is  fastened.  The  latter  is  nearly  square,  and  bent  to 
a  yard,  by  which  ii  is  hoisted  to  the  mast,  the  halliards  being  beat  on 
to  the  yard  about  one-third  of  the  distance  from  the  forward  end ;  tlic 
Other  end,  shaft  the  msst,  being  always  the  longest  and  the  most 
elevated.  The  taek  of  the  sail  is  then  hauled  down  to  the  extremity 
of  the  bowsprit :  and  the  nfrcr-Icach,  or  slicct,  is  Imuled  aft,  in  the 
same  manner  as  a  ship's  maui-^,!icrt.  These  caiamarans  are  steered 
wuh  large  wide-loomed  oars,  Mhlrh  are  sliipped  on  the  after  end  of 
the  logs,  aboQt  two  feet  high.  They  wUl  beat  to  windward  like  a  pilot 
boat.  Sad  I  hare  seen  diem  fifty  miles  from  land.  This  is  the  only  way 
the  Indians  transport  iheir  pxodoce  to  market  at  the  difierent  towns 
along  the  coast. 

They  have  likewise  an  ingeniously  constructed  machine,  somewhat 
similar  to  the  hfe-buoy,  winch  the  Spaniard's  call  fxihas ;  nndo  of 
skins  sewed  logeilier,  and  tilled  with  air.  Two  ul  tlie&e  wmd-bag» 
are  lashed  together,  and  a  small  board  placed  aeiose  them  in  the  eenire^ 
on  whiefa  diey  sit  to  paddle.  Embaiked  on  these  air-bnbblss,  they  will 
pass  thvoQgh  a  very  heavy  surf  with  the  greatest  ease  and  safo^. 
They  arc  principally  used  in  fislung  along  the  roa«it. 

The  Indians  sometimes  visit  these  islands  iii  larize  pai  ues,  on  fishing 
excursions  or  frolics  ;  and  Irequentiy  slay  three  or  iour  weeks.  I  have 
always  found  them  to  be  very  civil  and  accommodaung ;  having  fro- 
^psMly  raeofvd  hind  ofises  at  tilcir  bands,  eoeh  aa  ptesenu  Of  fimit, 
vigitAka^      fiwB  ^  omiB.  They  alwaya  bong  their  firash  wM 
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with  them  m  Umm  rarMiinmi, » thace  iftiMna  to  be  found  on  the 
iilandii  whieh  ara  oovmd  wilh  Mnd,  locka,  and  the  dung  of  aqtntio 
hMa:  the  latter  raffieieBt  to  load  tfaoUBande  of  ships,  having  been  ac* 
cumulating  for  untold  ngcs.   Tt  is  called  guannar  by  the  fipinieffrte^ 

and  is  probably  the  richest  manure  in  tlie  world. 

There  are  many  different  sorts  of  birds  here ;  but  few  of  them  are 
of  any  value  except  for  their  eggs.  The  dei»h  of  one  kind,  iiowever, 
11  very  palataUe^  and  I  have  fircquently  fowMl  U  a  TalvaUe  aoqniBitkHi 
to  the  table.  This  is  tailed  tlie  razor-biU,  becanse  tlie  bill  of  the  \M 
bears  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  implement  for  shavk^.  Ii  is  about 
the  size  of  a  small  teal,  perfectly  black,  shy  of  man,  and  very  Mcial, 
being  always  found  m  Hocks.  All  thn  lar<je  hWd^  here  form  their 
rookeries  on  the  plains  of  level  white  suud  ;  and  when  viewed  from  our 
anchorage,  have  the  appearance  of  two  armies  within  a  short  distance 
of  eaeh  o^mt.  One  Und  of  these  biids  are  ealled  boobies,  and  they 
always  associate  lOfither  in  their  nxd^eries :  they  have  a  very  white 
face,  neck,  and  breast,  but  the  back  part  of  the  head  and  back  is  black, 
giving  them,  at  a  distance,  somewhat  of  a  military  appearance.  The 
pelicans  are  another  kind  whicii  asaociuie  m  rookeries,  and  are  very 
large,  moving  about  widi  their  heads  elevated,  iu  martial  order.  The 
latter  ave  ea&d  the  RneskB  amy,  while  the  ibrmerare  called  the  army 
of  BoB^ftarte. 

.  September  \5ik, — We  remained  at  the  Loboe  de  Terra,  conatanily 

employed  in  the  incidental  duties  of  a  seaUn^  voyage,  until  Sunday, 
the  14th ;  when,  at  seven,  P.  M.,  we  again  got  under  way,  and  steered 
ibr  the  river  i  umbez^  with  a  hght  breeze  from  south-south-east,  and 
fair  weather*  On  the  fidlowiog  day,  at  eleven,  A.  M.,  we  entered  this 
celebraied  river,  u  let.  d""  18'  &,  kmg.  ad*^  a'  W;  variation  13' 
easterly.  I  call  it  a  celebrated  rifor,  beeaose  in  the  year  1526  Pizarro 
first  lauded  on  its  banks  with  that  mercenary  army  of  Spaniards  who 
committed  many  wajuon  depredations  on  the  inoffensive  natives  of 
Peru.  Tlie  roiu  tiice  of  history  has  derived  some  of  its  most  brilliant 
and  interesting  mcideuttt  from  tlie  details  of  that  campaign ;  aiul  the 
country  lying  between  this  river  and  the  aneient  eity  of  Quito  hae  been 
rendered  el«Mic  granad  by  the  aiagie  pens  of  IQMe^ 
other  dramatists. 

The  river  'f'umbez  rises  near  the  Cordilleras  of  the  Andes,  and  dis- 
charges itseii  into  the  Bav  of  Guayaquil,  nearlv  onposifc  the  ishnid 
of  St.  OUra.  its  bauks  are  .>did  to  be  well  cuitivaied  by  liie  native 
Indianst  mestames,  mulauoes,  and  some  Spaniards,  who  here  pursue 
their  raial  oecMpations,  watering  tlieir  grounds  ftett  the  iifer.  The 
heai  ie  eBseasisv,  nor  have  they  any  rain  for  several  months  insncee»i 
s'ion ;  but  when  it  once  begins  to  fall,  it  continues  through  the  wioCar 
season.  Thi?*  river  forms  the  norrhcrn  hoim'lnry  of  the  Pcnivian 
coriisu  There  is  a  bar  belon^  entrance,  on  which  the  stirf  ticutraily 
runs  high,  which  makes  it  diiiicult  wateruig  iiere  from  the  nver,  and 
the  water  is  braekisb  a  mile  and  a  half  irOB  the  entnoBO.  Barics^ 
boat»»  bolMB,  tad  cwee  ■ivigie  this  river ;  b«l  it  is  dangeMW  gmng 
op  in  the  wioiar  eeaeon^  aa  the  nalvral  imjiihrnshy  of  its  enm  m 
AfcMMMkiiaceaeiAhy  torranii  froin  the  monaiMiiii 
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The  town  of  Tumbez  b  about  six  miles  inland,  anc]  here,  according 
10  8pamsii  accounts,  once  stood  a  superb  tempie  oi  the  sun,  an  iuca's 
palace,  and  other  tplenlid  e<Sfie«t»  not  a  ▼cadge  of  which  aio  now  to 
he  aeon;  bat  IB  dieirplaoes  wave  aged  Ibiests  of  heavy  ttniber.  The 
picaent  town  contains  idxMit  three  thousand  inhabitants,  who  are 
mostly  poor,  hn\  industrions.  I  have  evnr  found  them  a  very  pleasant 
and  obii^iiiL'  jH  ople,  constantly  employed  in  rural  occupations,  Tind 
their  piantatious  arc  generuiiy  productive.  Vegetables  of  ali  i».mds 
may  be  prooored  here,  hul  the  prieea  are  high.  The  soil  produeee 
eoeoa,  com,  melons,  oraogea^  angar-cane,  sweet-potatoes,  pam];^iQ8» 
plantains,  &>c.  The  houses  are  formed  of  reeds,  covered  with  rushes* 
open  at  all  si<!es,  and  havinij  the  floor  elevated  about  four  feet  from 
the  earth,  to  prelect  them  IVoin  the  alUgaton,  which  are  uumeroiis  in 
the  river,  and  of  a  large  ^ue. 

Swtembif  lOlik-^Fmding  thai  we  could  not  olilahi  lSb»  neeeesaiy 
aoppues  in  this  pImo  without  paying  an  esunbitant  price,  a  due  regara 
to  the  interest  of  my  owners  induced  me,  on  Tuesday,  the  16th,  to  sail 
for  Tacames,  a  port  about  eighty  Iraaiv^s  farther  north,  and  lifty-t«'0 
miles  north  of  tlic  equator,  M'hicii  we  crossed,  tmder  a  vertical  stm,oa 
Sunday,  the  21st,  in  long.  80''  W. 

September  22(i— On  we  following  day,  at  one  P.  M*i  we  anchored 
in  the  Bay  of  Tacames,  in  four  fathoms  of  water.  In  running  for  this 
port,  a  ship  should  endeavour  to  make  Cape  St.  Francisco,  in  lat.  00* 
42  N.,  lonnr.  79''  39'  W. ;  variation  7^  51'  easterly.  The  lainl  of  the 
const,  to  the  southward  of  this  cape,  forms  an  extensive  height ;  Uoui 
^itich  there  are  many  rocky  shoals  ninning  off  some  distance  from  the 
ahore,  particularly  about  the  vicinity  of  the  village  of  Arcol.  By 
keeping  two  leagues  ofir-8hore«  however,  all  dangers  may  be  avoidedi 
and  from  iiftecn  to  twenty-five  fathoms  of  water  secured. 

Off  Cape  Si.  Francisco  there  nre  n  nttmhrr  of  small  rocks,  which  ex- 
tend to  the  no!iin\  ard  as  far  as  (.'apt'  (xaU'ra.  about  whirh  point  the 
land  is  not  very  high.  Here  the  wind  coinnioidy  blows  fioiu  the  south, 
between  the  montiis  of  April  and  December,  from  midday  to  seven  or 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  quite  fresh. 

From  Point  Galera,  north-east4>7-ea8t^haIf'eaBt,  distant  about  fire 
league?,  lies  Tacames,  or  Attacames,  a  small  seaport  town,  in  the 
soiiili  part  of  the  republic  of  Colombia.  Here  vessels  will  liml  Lioot? 
anchorage  and  safe  shelter,  a  litth^  to  the  casl^vard  of  a  rock  that  lies 
on  the  west  side  of  the  bay,  about  two  cables*  length  from  the  shore, 
rising  nearly  seventy-five  feet  above  the  level  of  the  eea. 

The  best  watering-place  is  in  a  small  river  on  the  west  side  of  the 
bay,  at  the  mouth  of  which,  on  the  last  of  the  ebb,  water-casks  may 
be  tilled,  not  more  than  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  bhip.  This  is 
also  the  best  place  to  cut  Mood,  which  may  be  procured  in  anv  qtian- 
iitv  at  the  mouth  of  litis  river.  'J'he  water  taken  from  tliis  stream  is 
of  an  ezeellent  quality  for  kng  voyages,  no  other  htving  ever,  to  my 
knowledge,  kept  sweet  and  pure  so  long. 

The  town  of  Tacamea  is  amaU«  containing  about  fivr  fiundrc  l  in- 
hnhitants,  the  constniction  of  whose  habitations  is  somewhat  smgular, 
but  well  adapted  to  the  climate  and  other  iocaiiiies.   They  are  built 


bigiiized  by  Google 


TACAMES—CUIMBORAZO— QUITO. 


123 


aimilar  lo  tboM  of  Keir^CWaet,  beiiig  «l«vat«d  upon  posts,  about  ten 
feet  fiom  tbe  gioiiiid,  and  oonfwting  of  only  one  atoiy.  Ob  the  poets 
oretakee  driven  into  the  earth,  whicli  eiipport  the  btiUding,  the  floor  is 

laid,  above  which  most  of  the  materials  are  bamboos.  The  roof  is 
thatched  with  a  kind  of  long  grass  that  is  common  in  ihis  countr}-. 
Each  house  has  one  door  only,  which  is  entered  by  lueans  of  a  ladder, 
die  idiier  being  hauled  up  into  the  house  every  night,  when  tiie  family 
m  about  retvmg  to  reet,  to  preveot  their  being  distaibed  by  wfld  ani- 
mals, with  whieh  this  part  of  the  country  abounds. 

The  soil  is  very  fertile,  and  yields  two  crops  a  year ;  so  that  vege- 
tables and  fruit  arc  alwnys  plenty  in  the  town  of  Tacame?.  The 
temperature  is  like  that  ol  (  Guayaquil,  and  accordingly  it  produces  the 
same  kind  of  fruit,  grain,  and  vegetables  ;  some  of  tliem  in  greater 
peifeetioD,  on  aeeoant  of  its  more  elevated  sitnatkm.  It  fikeirise  ptth 
dneeev  in  great  abundancei  vanillas,  balsams,  achote,  copal,  cocoa« 
sarsaparillat  tobacco,  and  indigo.  Considerable  quantities  of  wax  are 
made  here :  and  the  forests  of  the  countrj'  afford  a  great  variety  of 
trees,  ol'  large  size  and  lofty  height,  fit  for  naval  and  domestic  pur- 
poses, including  many  rare  and  valuable  woods.  They  likewise  pro- 
cure a  considerable  quantity  of  gold-dust  from  the  streams  of  the  moun- 
tains, besides  msny  valuable  minerals.  Notwithstanding  the  ample 
resources  of  this  place,  however,  it  has  hitherto  been  very  little  fre- 
quented by  nautical  adventurers,  either  for  trade  or  refreshment. 

The  countri'  between  tlic  river  Tumbcs  and  Tacames  exliibits 
several  mountains  of  a  volcanic  charaeter ;  hut  tliat  part  of  the  Cor- 
dilleras ol  the  Andes  abounds  with  ihem.  Here  ristis  the  celebrated 
Chimborazo,  an  immense  cone,  that  can  be  seen  far  into  the  Pacifio 
Ocean»  presenting  to  the  eye  of  the  mariner  a  most  magnificent  object. 
It  rises,  nrconhjiL^  to  Jliiniholclt,  to  twemy-one  thousand  four  hinulrcd 
and  forty  feet.  Tiiai  jl''-  ♦  •^--^c  traveller  nsrendrd  its  slope  ns  hii^di 
as  nij^"'"""  ''>An^-  ,M,i  tlirco  hundred  feet,  the  highest  point  on  the  globe 
ever  ascended  lo  by  man.  It  is  covered,  for  several  Uiousand  feet,  by 
perpetual  snow,  and  generally  surrounded  by  fogs.  Were  Mount 
iEtna  placed  on  the  summit  of  Canigon,  or  were  St.  Gothard  piled  on 
the  top  of  the  peak  of  Teneriife,  the  mighty  Chimborazo  would  still 
raise  his  snow-crowned  head  above  them.  The  native  Peruvians, 
however,  have  a  tradition  that  another  mountain  in  that  neighbourhood 
was  once  ev(>u  more  elevated  than  Chinibor.120.  This  was  the  altar- 
jiiouaLaiii,  called  by  ilicni  C'opa-urcu.     But  that  after  a  continual 


proof  of  this  faet,  the  top  of  the  mountain  presents,  in  its  inclined 

peaks,  nolhinp  but  the  traces  of  destruction. 

About  one  hundred  miles  north-east  of  Cliimborazo  stands  the 
celebrated  city  of  Quito,  the  ancient  -  iiMial  of  tlir  incas.  It  is  built 
on  tlie  elevated  volcanic  region  of  Pichmcha,  nuie  thousand  five  hun- 
dred feet  abova  the  leveiof  the  Paciiic  Ocean.  It  is  the  most  elevated 
lane  ehy  of  tho  globes  ani^lfae  inhabitants  fennerly  enjoyed  a  mild 
and  equal  tempenture  of  atmosphere,  unrivalled  in  any  other  quarter 
of  the  worU.   But  the  dioadlol  earthquake  of  the  4th  of  Februaiyt 
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1797,  which  o%Trwhelmcd  liie  euure  proviiiL-e  of  Quito,  and  destroyed 
in  a  single  insiaut  40,000  people,  asems  to  h^ve  eatirdy  chaui^ed  tiie 
character  of  tho  diiaaie« 

Previous  to  this  hoRiUe  0fm»  Qaalo  was  blest  with  a  papeml 
spring  in  hct  mountaia  WfOBt  ihoaf^  situated  nearly  midflr  the  equMisv 
Sinrp  that  period,  lio^vever,  the  atmosphere  has  become  cloiufy  and 
lowering,  and  tlie  cold  at  times  severe,  wliile  earthquakes  are  i  on- 
thiually  agitating  the  devoted  city.  But  iiot\vuiii>taiiding  the  horrors 
and  the  dangers  with  which  Bataie  haa  thna  ■vfomided  them,  tha 
populaiioa  of  QBito^  aiaaaatiiig  la  fiflgOOd  Mdiwdoala,  btaath—aathiBg 
but  gayety  and  hixitfy ;  and  nowheia,  parfaiq^  does  there  reign  a  auce 
decided  or  a  more  gener:;!  tn^^te  loK  pleaMBO*  The  JahabitaBia  of  tho 
town  are  lively  and  amiable."* 

The  city  of  Quito  stiU  retauiSi  it  is  saui,  many  mouumcnts  of  its 
anciaat  raleiidourt  while^the  country  was  under  the  gDvemment  of  the 
incas,  and  previoiia  to  its  being  ooBqaarad  and  paitiuljr  davaalBied  by 
the  Spaniaids,  aider  the  anbitious  and  liMOcious  Don  Francisco 
Pizarro.  The  rity  of  Cuzco,  also,  tlie  ancient  capital  of  Peru,  is  said 
to  exlubit  several  antiquities  of  this  rharaeter;  of  wliich  the  fortress 
of  the  incas  is  considered  to  bo  not  the  iea^it  remarkable.  The  walls 
^of  the  teBi|tle  of  the  am  are  still  standing,  havmg  beta  eeoverted 
into  aDommieaa  Bamastevy,  the  altar  of  which  occupies  the  pnciso 
spot  where  the  golden  itrnrc  of  the  bfi^  Inmmary  was  famerly 
adored.  The  rr<?ir!pnce  of  ihc  Tir«:ins  of  the  sun  has  l^een  converted 
into  a  dwrlliiiL'  lor  tlie  nuns  of  Cuzco,  some  of  whom  may  possibly 
dream  of  Roims  and  Alonzos,  less  noble  and  virtuous  than  the  lover 
and  the  hasband  of  Coca. 

At  Caxamarca,  the  capital  of  a  teifitofy  of  the  same  oasM,  on  the 
liver  Tongungiia,  are  still  to  be  seen  the  remams  of  the  palace  of  tha 
unfortimnte  inca  Atahualpa,  who  was  stnuigled  by  onler  of  Pizarro, 
nftcr  liaving  been  plundered  of  immense  treasures,  which  the  Iricnds 
of  the  unhappy  captive  had  coUeeted  for  liis  ransom !  The  ruius  of 
this  jMlace  are  stiU  inhabited  by  a  poor  family  that  claims  the  honour 
of,  being  lineally  deaeendsd  firaoi  the  iaeas* 

Sept»mher  U7UL — ^Having  received  on  board  a  saiBcieni  supply  of 
such  vegetables  and  oilier  refreshments  as  our  cirrumst:\nres  required, 
together  w  ii!i  an  adequate  quantity  of  wood  and  water,  we  took  our 
leave  of  the  friendly  iiihabiiants  of  Tacames,  and  directed  our  couriie 
to  the  Gallapagos  i^ilands,  where  we  arrived  on  the  3d  of  Ociuber. 

This  archipelago  is  siiaaiad  aider  the  equator,  aboai  two  hmriind 
and  twenty  leagues  west  of  the  AsMrican  continent,  hekwesn  tha 
meridians  of  eighty-nine  and  ninety-two,  west  of  Greenwich.  It  com- 
prises a  large  group  of  tminhabilcd  i-^lnnds,  which  were  first  discovered 
by  the  iSpaniards,  and  afierwanl  rxiilored  i^y  tliose  ct'lelu -.itcd  iiavlea- 
lors  Vancouver,  Colueii,  and  Hail,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  an 
aodirala  knowledge  of  tbek  sev«nl  sitostioQS.  ThirtesK  of  theeo 
idaadst  heing  the  principal  mm  of  the  growp  ui  sbs  aad  impoctance^ 
ImbecawaMd  -   ^^rfrr^  V^*!  imfafiiti. 

•M.  MUM  Inn. 
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«ble,  James^B,  Albemarle,  Nartonmgh's,  Abiogdoo,  BiutUue'^,  1  ower's, 

The  name  of  this  «itfiip»]af»  is  ihriTed  fifom  the  Spanish  word 
^  galapago^  a  fresh-water  tortoise,  and  it  was  given  to  these  mlaidft' 
because  they  abound  with  the  largest  class  of  those  animals,  a  species 
of  terrapin,  to  whicli  Commodore  Porter  iravc  the  name  of  ehphant 
tortoise,'''  as  their  legs,  feet,  and  motions  ttUrongly  resemble  tiios»e  of 
an  dei^iant  Many  ^  theoit**  flays  he,  am  01  a  aiie  to  weigh  up- 
waida  of  thiae  bandied  weight;  and  noUung,  peifaapa,  ean  ba  more 
disagiaoabla  or  ehwuy  tban  tboy  are  in  ifaeir  estarnal  appearance. 

Tlicir  step^  arf  slow,  re^dar,  and  lipp.vy:  tliov  rrirry  their  bodies 
fxbout  a  l<u)t  tiom  the  jfround ;  their  neck  is  Iroin  ciLihu  rn  inches  to 
two  ieet  m  length,  and  very  blender;  their  head  is  proportioned  to  it, 
and  strongly  resembles  that  of  a  serpent.  But  wha^  seems  the  most 
extraovdinaiY  in  tina  aaioM],  is  the  length  of  tine  that  it  ean  exiat 
withont  food ;  for  I  have  been  well  aaainred,**  oontimiea  the  eomno- 
dore,  "that  they  have  been  piled  awny  amon^  casks,  in  the  hold  of  a 
ship,  wficrc  they  hare  been  kept  eighteen  months,  and  when  kilh  i!  at 
the  exjiifiiiion  of  tiiat  lime,  were  found  to  have  sutrerrd  11  1  (iiimmitioii 
m  iatuess  or  excellence.  They  carry  wiili  them  a  coiisLaiit  suppiy  uf 
water,  hi  m  bag  at  the  root  of  the  nedkt  whieh  eontaina  abont  two  gal* 
Ions  ;  and  on  tastmg  that  found  In  those  we  kflled  on  boardt  it  proved 
perfectly  fresh  and  sweet.  They  are  very  restless  when  exposed  ta 
the  light  and  heat  of  thr  rm,  but  will  lie  in  the  dark  from  one  yeav'a 
end  to  the  other,  without  moving."* 

1  shali  embrace  this  occasion  to  add  my  t'eebie  te^limony  to  the 
eometneaa  of  CoBUnodore  Porter's  statements  generally,  during  his 
inteiaalini  and  gloricms  oruiee  in  the  Paoifie  OeeaUf  in  die  years  1812« 
1813,  ana  1814.  1&  descriptions  of  Tations  perts  of  the  coast  and 
islands  have  much  assisted  me  in  my  subsequent  visits  to  the  same 
places,  and  may  be  depended  tipon  conrecty  partiddarly  aft  regards 
his  remarks  on  the  Gallrjpncos  islands. 

There  is  110  doubt  thai  liiese  iblandd  are  all  ol  volcanic  origin;  aud 
hare,  generally  speaking,  always  been  barren,  with  the  exception  of  a 
kind  of  stnmed  farashwood  that  grew  upon  them.  Bat  of  late  years 
they  have  becomr  more  fertile)  both  the  upland  and  valleys  being  now 
tolerably  well  wooded,  over  a  good  and  rich  soil,  which  wants  nothing 
but  a  more  liber' d  supply  of  moisture.  Tlie  sides  of  hills  near  the 
shore  are  covered  vviUi  priekiy-pear-trees,  upon  which  the  land-iorioises 
load  and  thrive  In  n  jnoet  wonderful  manner.  Theae  animals  grow  to 
men  a  greater  aixe  than  thai  mentioned  by  Conunodore  Porter,  as  I  have 
seen  some  that  would  weigh  from  six  to  eight  hundred  pounds.  They 
are  excellent  food,  and  have  no  doubt  saved  the  lives  of  thousands  of 
seamen  employed  in  the  wliale-fishery  in  those  seas,  both  AmericLUis 
aud  iiluglitdmieu.  I  have  known  whale-ships  to  take  from  six  to  nine 
hiuidred  of  the  smallest  size  of  these  lorioiHea  on  board,  w  iien  about 
Jeaeiog  the  iaiaadalbr  ihair  cmisuig  grounds;  thus  providing  them* 
j«lvea  with  fiaafi  piovjauna  ^r  six  or  eij^  monlha,  and  seeming  the 
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men  against  the  scurvy.  I  have  had  these  animals  on  board  my  own 
vessels  from  five  to  six  months,  wirhotit  their  oiiue  lakmg  food  or 
water ;  and  on  killing  ihem  I  have  found  more  tiian  a  (}uari  of  sweet 
fresh  water  in  the  receptacle  which  nature  has  furnished  them  tor  tiiat 
porposet  whhe  iMr  mh  was  in  as  good  condition  as  when  I  tet 
took  them  on  board.  They  have  been  known  to  live  on  board  of  some 
of  our  whale-ships  for  fourteen  months,  under  siiinlar  circumstances^ 
without  any  apparent  diminution  of  honlth  or  m-pIwIu. 
i  The  Gallnpagos  Islands  have  been  so  frequently  and  so  aTurately 
described,  by  navigators  who  have  visited  them  solely  for  liiat  pur- 
pose, that  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  detain  the  reader  with  any 
remarks  of  my  own,  except*  to  refer  him  to  the  foBowing  anthentie 
works,  in  which  he  will  find  all  the  necessary  sailing  dvections,  in 
connexion  with  such  other  information  ns  may  assist  a  stranger  in  ex- 
ploring this  interesting  archipelago,  viz.  Nor:i  Delano^s  Voyages,  Van- 
couver's, Coliiett's,  Hall's,  Porter's  Journal,  <fec.  ' 
t  Dtccmbcr  2d, — We  remained  among  these  inlands  about  two  mouths, 
during  which.period  we  took  about  five  thousand  fiir«eal  skins ;  whoit 
findittg  that  Uiese  animals  had  abandoned  the  shores,  we  thouffht  It 
time  to  abandon  them  also.  Accordingly,  after  taking  on  board  one 
hundred  of  the  elephant  tortoises,  which  completely  covered  our  decks, 
we  got  under  way  on  Tuesda}-,  the  2d  of  December,  at  two  P.  M., 
and  took  our  departure  from  Charles's  Island,  shaping  our  course  for 
that  of  Joan  Fernandez,  onco  the  solitary  residence  of  Aleiander 
kiik,  alias  Robinson  Crusoe. 

This  celebrated  island  bears  about  sonth-sotith-east  from  the  Galla- 
pniTOs  ^Toup,  distant  seven  hundred  leai_Mio«.  The  wind  now  blew 
from  the  south-east,  a  fine  breeze,  and  fair  weather.  We  stood  to  the 
south,  with  our  larboard  tacks  on  board ;  and  for  several  days  after 
leaving  the  group  we  had  a  steady  royal  breeze  from  east-southeast 
to  son3i-sonth«east,  with  pleasant  weather,  occasionally  falling  in  com- 
pany with  sperm  whales.  In  lat.  16"^  IT  S.,  long.  90^  13  W.,  we 
were  surrounded,  for  nrarly  twenty-four  hours,  by  large  flocks  of  gan- 
nets;  but  on  reachuig  ht.  17^  2\'  8.,  long.  90^  11'  W.,  we  saw  no 
more  of  them  until  near  the  island  for  which  we  were  bound, 
>  January  VZth^  1824. — On  Wednesday,  the  24th  December,  we  lost 
the  south-east  trade*wind,  in  hit  26<^  IK  8.,  lon^.  9P  4'  W.,  and 
from  that  time  ontil  the  6th  Jannary  we  had  a  eontmnation  of  calms; 
A  fresh  breeze  then  visited  us  from  west-south-west,  which  wafted  tts 
to  the  castrmmost  island  of  Juan  Fernander,  where  we  arrived  on 
Tuesday,  the  12ih  day  of  January,  and  anchored  in  a  small  bay  on 
its  nortli-easteru  side,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  shore,  in  five  fathoms 
of  water,  with  the  centre  of  the  village  bearmg  west-by-north.  The 
boats  were  immediately  lowered,  and  the  water^asks  taken  on  shore 
to  the  watering-place,  on  the  north*west  side  of  the  bay,  where  there 
is  a  ri\nlet  of  fresh  water,  of  excellent  quality. 

)  The  two  islands  discovered  by  Jinn  Frrnnndcz.  in  1503,  are  about 
one  hundred  and  ten  leapncs  from  ilu  coniment,  bearing  nearly  west- 
by-south  from  Valparaiso.    The  largest  of  the  two,  or  Robinson 

Cmsoe'a  Island^  when  we  were  now  watering,  is  neanat  lo  Ihi  maaii^ 
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and  is  therefore  eaUad  bjr  the  Sptiiiivdt  Mafr^-tienra,  ot**mat  tha 
lamdf*  while  the  odwr,  which  lies  three  leagiies  ftrtherwest,  is  temed 
in  the  SpeinBh  langnsge  Mes-a-fuero,  signifying  *^  farther  og^  or  more 
remote.    It  was  to  the  eastern  or  largest  of  the  two  that  the  discoverer 

gave  his  own  name,  and  it  is  this  which  has  become  celebrated  both 
in  history  and  romance — in  geocrrnphy  and  in  the  drama.  lliis  island 
was  so  higlily  spoken  of  by  the  early  navigators,  Liiat  ii  iias  generally 
been  oonndered  an  earthly  pandise ;  but  when  we  say  that  it  is  a 
good  resting-place  for  ships,  it  receives  all  the  praise  that  sober  truth 
can  award  it.  It  has  been  occnpied  for  more  than  half  a  centnry  by 
Spanish  settlers,  who  erected  a  br^ltery  and  biiih  a  small  town  on  if. 
Since  the  revolution  in  South  America,  tlie  govrnniu  nt  of  Chiii  havo 
con\  crted  it  into  a  kind  of  slate  prison,  seuduig  such  convicts  hither 
Ui>  are  sentenced  to  hard  labour. 

The  island  of  Jean  Fernandez  is  in  laiitiide  W  Aff  ^  long.  78^ 
58'  W.,  being  ninety  miles  eastward  of  Masafuero,  which  is  in  latitode 
W  46'  8.,  long.  ttP  88'  W.  Variation  13°  42'  easterly.  Juan  Feiw 
iian(?pzi8of  very  irregular  shnpe,  about  ten  miles  in  length,  and  five  in 
breadth.  Some  have  estimated  ifs  length  at  four  leagues.  It  may  be 
readily  Ivnown  at  a  distance  by  us  uneven  surface,  shooting  up  in  many 
irregular  hills.  Still  it  is  not  so  high  as  its  neighbonr  HaaafoerOy 
which,  when  first  seeny  presents  an  eyen  surface  of  elevated  table- 
land. 

The  water,  as  before  stated,  is  convenient,  and  of  an  excellent  quality, 
nnd  ships  may  he  furnished  with  wood  at  veiy  httlc  trouble.  The 
valleys  are  swanimig  with  wild  cattle,  horses,  hogs,  sheep,  and  u'Oiits. 
'i'he  plains  and  mountains  are  weU  covered  with  moderate-sized  limber, 
compiismff  ntunenras  trees  of  an  aromatic  character.  The  myrtle  is 
the  only  iai]ge  limber  which  came  under  my  observation.  lomento 
and  cabbage-trees  are  common ;  vegetables  and  fruit  abundant  Here 
are  ra(h'^!if>s,  water-cresses,  parsley,  turnips,  and  purslain.  In  the 
valleys  and  woods  Iruits  grow  wild,  such  as  apples,  pears,  peaches, 
plums,  apricots,  figs,  cherries,  and  strawberries.  Cedar  and  sandal- 
wood are  found  on  the  mountains,  but  not  of  the  best  quality. 
•  Fur  and  hair^eals  formeriy  frequented  this  island ;  but  of  late  they 
have  found  some  other  place  of  resort,  though  no  cause  for  the  change 
lias  been  assigned.  Perhaps  the  moral  atmosphere  may  have  been  so 
•r\mr\\  alTectcd  by  the  introduction  of  three  hundred  felons  as  to  become 
iiiipleasant  to  these  sagacious  animals.  Fish,  however,  of  diilerent 
kinds,  and  of  a  most  exceUent  quality,  abound  in  the  waters  around  the 
shores  of  the  island.  Crawfish  arc  also  veiy  plenty.  Many  aquatic 
birds  visit  the  west  end  of  this  island ;  and  the  forests  are  tenanted 
"with  a  great  varie^  of  land  birds  oC  a  beautiful  plumage.  The  interior 
of  the  i^hnd  is  very  much  torn  to  pieces  by  volcanoes,  and  rxliihits 
many  ban  en  rocky  mountains.  Yet  the  valleys  are  very  fertile,  pro- 
dncing  sponfaneousiy  every  kind  of  fruit  and  vegetable  that  is  com- 
mon on  the  Ciiiiiau  coast  of  Sui^th  America. 
«  The  eastern  aide  of  the  island  is  now  tolerably  well  cultivated,  this 
-labour  being  perfoimed  by  the  oonvicta  who  are  sent  hither  from  Chili. 
Thm  were  at  one  time  about  three  hundred  of  themoniheialaiidy 
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guarded  by  One  hundred  regular  iroop^,  sent  Irom  Valparaiso  fui  that 
porpoie.  it  was  then  considered  dangerom  fiir  m  merchant-ship  to  lie 
m  (he  bay  at  night witlioiil  keeping  a  good  Jook^outtowacde  ihemage, 
with  all  the  crew  under  arms,  as  the  convicts  had  already  made  at- 
tempts to  rut  out  TC5srIs  lyinnr  nt  niichor,  for  the  purpose  of  malfH^g 
llieir'  r«rnpr.  Thry  have  lately  rHected  their  design,  seven  years 
since  the  date  ol'  tliia  journal,  by  sciziiiij  the  American  brig  Anawan, 
Captain  Puluier,  and  compeliuig  him  to  laud  liiem  at  Ck>piapo,  a  small 
port  on  the  eoaat  of  Chili. 

There  is  a  email  island  lying  off  the  eoothem  aide  of  Juan  Fer« 
aandez,  called  Monkey  Key ;  and  another  at  the  BOQtli»wiaBtaide,ealled 
Goat  Islnnd,  abont  a  mile  distant,  with  fifteen  fathoms  of  water  between 
them.  If  is  merely  an  iminliabited  rock,  howeveri  not  evea  viauedby 
seals  at  the  present  time. 

Every  schoolboy  knows  that  the  island  of  Juan  Fernandez  was, 
ibr  four  or  five  years,  the  aolitary  reeidenee  of  a  Scotch  sa^or,  namod 
Alexander  SeUuik;  he  having  been  left  there  by  his  captain,  on  ae-  • 
count  of  11  quarrel  bniwecn  thein.  It  was  from  his  journal  that  De  Foo 
filched  the  materials  for  his  interest  in  romance  uf  Robinson  Crusoe— 
a  t>ook  that  has  never  been  equalled  in  popularity  snice  the  an  of  print- 
ing was  discovered — a  book,  that  has  had,  and  siill  has,  more  inllu^nce 
on  the  miwb  of  youth  than  ever  had  the  legends  of  chivalry  in  Spam« 
or  the  dramas  of  Schiller  in  Germany. 

Many  persons,  however,  are  under  the  iaipKaeion  that  Selkirk  was 
wantonly  nnd  arbitrarily  sent  on  shore  liere  fffT'dnst  ]iis  M  ill.  Such 
was  not  ihc  fact.  It  was  his  own  proposition  to  remain  on  this  island, 
in  preference  to  eonimuing  on  board  the  Cinque-ports  galley,  under  a 
captain  who  he  tbonght  had  ill-treated  him,  though  he  held  the  office 
of  sailing-master  on  board  the  ahip.  CapCain  Stradliog  oonaeated,  and 
furnished  him  with  the  means  of  procuring  the  neoeseariea  of  life.  But 
when  the  sliip  was  ready  to  sail,  Selkirk's  resolution  was  shaken,  and 
he  eagerly  made  overtures  of  reconciliation.  JStradluii;  jiow  thought 
that  it  was  his  turn  to  be  obstinate,  and  refused  to  receive  the  recluse 
on  board,  but  Icfi  him  alone  ou  tlus  soliiary  island,  far  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  synipathiei  or  assistance  of  his  fellow-men.  As  the  last 
boat  left  the  island  for  the  ship,  then  under  way,  his  heart  sank  within 
him,  and  every  hope  expired.  Well  might  he  exclaim,  in  the  langnaga 
which  Thompson  fiaa  pot  into  the  mouth  of  another  in  aunilar  cireiun* 
stances*- 

— i  1^   I  nerer  heard 

▲aaud  M  dismal  aa  tbeir  panim  oant.'' 

Bttt  Selkirk  was  not  left  here  to  perish  by  famine;  the  means  U' 
aubsistence  were  furnished  him.  There  were  left  with  him  cMiea 
and  bedding,  a  gun  and  ammuiition,  a  few  hooka,  witheertam  nautical 
and  mathematical  instruments,  and  some  other  trifling  implements. 
The  island  abounded  with  fruits,  vegetables,  animals,  and  all  the 
necessaries  of  life,  in  the  eaicst  abimdance  ;  and  he  was  sole  monarch 
of  the  liiUe  kingdom.  Bin  though  he  might  have  thought,  as  it  is  beami- 
fuUy  expressed  in  Cowper's  poem  on  the  subject— 
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«*I«m  mnnaidiartUlMWMr, 
My  ngttt  dm  hi  nam  i»«iffM/> 

the  «nbseqiient  scntioieiit  was  douUlsss  aisve  frswisBdy  prsssnt  it» 

iusmind: 

'*0  mlUade,  whore  are  tbe  cbanas 
Wbieh  mges  have  seen  in  thy  flicet 
BMterdwtf  ia  tb«iiiiiiM  oTaianna, 
TlMft  niflftla  «Mi  teriU*  flMi.* 

For  some  time  after  the  uepariure  of  the  ship,  he  found  the  solitude 
of  hia  akuation  scarcely  supportable ;  and  so  depressing  did  his  melaa- 
dioly  become,  that  he  frequently  determined  to  put  a  period  to  his  ex* 
istence.  Aocotding  to  hih  own  account*  it  was  full  eighteen  months 
before  he  became  completely  reconciled  to  Ins  singular  lot;  when  he 
gradually  became  calm  and  resii^ned,  and  linally  happy.  He  now 
employed  his  titue  in  building  and  decorating  his  huts,  explorijig  the 
iaund,  catching  wild  goats  and  taming  them,  with  other  amusements 
and  arocatraos,  so  accorately  detailed  in  the  lomanes  no  one 
ooitld  doobt  tbe  source  firom  whence  the  fiicts  were  derived.  When 
his  garments  were  womonti  hemadeothenof  the  skins  of  such  goats 

as  he  killed  for  food. 

During  Selkirk  s  residence  on  this  island  he  caught  about  one  thou- 
fiand  goats,  half  of  which  he  let  go  at  large  again,  having  first  madied 
them  with  a  slit  in  the  ear.  Thirty  years  afterward,  when  Commo- 
dore Anson  visited  this  islaiuUie  or  some  of  his  people  shot  one  of 
these  very  goats;  which  I  should  "<nppo-«p  must  have  been  rathertoiigli 
eating.  After  Hvinjjin  this  manner  tour  years  and  four  monili^,  Sel- 
kirk was  at  length  taken  off  by  an  English  privateer  from  Bristol,  u  hich 
touched  at  the  aland,  with  her  consort,  in  the  month  of  February,  1 709 ; 
but  did  not  arrive  in  England  until  October,  1711. 

Having  been  absent  ei^t  years,  :n]  I  supposed  by  his  friends  lo  have 
perished,  his  unexpected  return  produced  considerable  sensation  among 
them.  It  soon  became  noised  abroad  liiat  more  than  half  the  period 
of  his  absence  had  been  passed  on  an  uninhabited  island  oi^  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  when  die  curiosity  of  the  pubhc  became  so  much  ex- 
cited, that  he  reasonably  conjectured  that  he  might  torn  his  sdventores 
to  some  account ;  and  as  he  was  much  in  want  of  pecuniary  assistance 
he  resolved  to  try. 

He  was  referre  d  to  Daniel  De  Foe,  a  young  man  just  then  rising  into 
literary  celebrity,  into  whose  hands  he  put  his  jounial  for  examination  ; 
proposing  to  give  him  a  liberal  share  of  the  profits  if  he  would  prepare 
it  Mr  tbe  press.  After  some  time,  De  Foe  retoned  the  manuscript,  with 
s  disoouiaging  answer,  and  Selkirii  velinqaished  CTcry  hope  from  this 
quarter.  In  a  few  years  afierwaid  appeared  a  new  romance,  entitled 
*'Kobinson  rrusoe,"  which  at  once  electrified  all  the  jnvrnilc  portion 
of  the  Briiisli  nation.  AViUi  unexampled  rapidity  this  work  ran  ilirough 
uumy  succesitive  tidiiions,  and  wa«  translated  into  almost  every  language 
flf  Ennpe.  Abridgments,  iterations,  and  bungling  imitatk>ns  soon 
mccaodcd ;  De  Foe  became  rich  in  fame  and  wcallh,while  poor  Selkirk, 
the  joimal  ol  whose  sufferings  had  furnished  him  with  every  impoitam 
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incident  of  tbe  romance,  was  doomed  to  pine  in  want  and  obscurity. 
The  biographers  of  De  Foe  have  given  him  much  praise  for  having  acted 
honourably  towards  his  creditors,  from  whose  demands  he  had  been 
legally  released  bv  the  statute  ol  insolvency.  'Hiey  bay,  "Being 
afterward  in  a  state  ol  affluence,  he  honourably  paid  the  whole."  If 
this  affluence  proceeded  from  the  sale  of  Robinson  Crusoe,  this  com- 
pliment to  his  integrity  might  better  have  been  omitted. 

The  time  and  plaee  of  Selkirk's  death  arc  not  on  record  :  but  it  has 
hrcn  as«5erted,  on  undoubted  atithority,  that  so  late  as  the  year  1798, 
(he  flu  .St  and  musket  wliieh  he  had  with  him  on  the  island  were  in 

Sossesbion  of  a  griuid-ucphew,  John  Selkirk,  a  weaver  in  Largo,  N(»thc 
tritaui. 

I  felt  almost  a  romantic  interest  in  examining  such  places  as  I  knew 

had  been  frequented  by  the  recluse,  and  which  had  been  accurately 
described  in  the  fiction.  The  harbour,  however,  near  which  he  fixed 
his  residence,  the  better  to  watch  for  vessels,  is  hiile  more  than  a  small 
cove,  not  above  one  iiimdred  and  twenty  rods  wide  at  its  entrance,  and 
entirely  open  to  the  easterly  winds,  from  sonthoeast  to  north-north-east; 
But  the  wind  seldom  blows  from  these  points,  except  in  the  winter 
season.  Here,  and  from  the  summit  of  an  adjacent  eminence,  would 
the  wretrhcd  nian  watch  the  distant  horizon,  until  his  eyes  and  his 
heart  both  became  insupportably  painful.  As  I  descended  from  the 
same  eminence,  I  could  not  heljp  repeatuigthe  words  I  had  heard  sung 
somewhere,  "Alas!  poor Robmson Crusoe T 


CHAiTER  X. 

Ifland  of  Masafucro — The  River  Maulc — Ca^uuin  and  Crew  arrested — A  Prtsoil 
ScMM— 43yfni>toin»  of  a  l>loocly  Crisis — Amicable  ComprainiM--St.  Vd«nttne*8 
Pay — Gucsla  of  Distinction— A  nautical  Brcakfa^tt  «tran  <rclT  tntprnipted — False 
Colmm — Retaliation,  or  the  Yankee  Trick — Arri\  c  at  \  alpuraiso — Tlie  V\'a»p 
.•ehuifes  Mtiloii  Kiiiliink  for  th«  United  States — Pilot  a  Ship  through  Magel* 
4an's  Sirisit — Touch  at  Pemaml»uco — Arrive  at  Sak-m — Gloomy  Forebodings, 
ienuiuating  in  a  latal  R«aUty — Visit  to  Stonington — Affecting  Meeting — ^A. 
Father's  Mm. 

From  Juan  Fernandez  we  {nroceeded  to  the  bland  of  Masafuero; 
vliirh,  tfimi::^  not  yet  known  in  romance,  has  been  somewhat  cele- 
brated lor  the  immense  numbers  of  seals  which  have  been  found  on 
its  ishores.  Three  and  a  halt  millions  of  fur-seal  skins  were  takea 
from  this  island  and  eoM  in  the  Canton  maiiut  between  the  years 
1798  and  1807;  at  which  time  the  business  was  aearcely  worth  fol- 
lowing. But  now  the  island,  like  Us  neighbour  ten  Femandeii  is 

almost  entirely  nbnndoncd  by  these  animals. 

The  Situation  ol  this  ishind  is  minutely  slated  in  the  last  chapter. 
It  is  of  circular  form,  and  about  twenty  miles  m  circuuiierence.  Its 
enifaee  is  well  eorered  with  wood,  and  is  generally  very  fertile; 
jIdMWigli  it  his  efidenUy  suffered  fion  fieqasnt  vokanie  eiaplioQe* 
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The  climate  here  is  mild,  the  air  salubrious,  (he  wcaflicr  generally 
pleaMnt,  and  die  place  every  way  calculated  to  promote  health,  f  or 
nine  months  of  the  year,  the  wind  uniformly  blows  from  west-south- 
west  to  souih-eaat;  bm  in  June,  July,  and  August,  it  blows  fresh  from 
au  pomts  of  the  compnss,  attended  with  much  rain  and  thick  weather  • 
particularly  wh.eii  it  blows  from  a  northern  qunrtcr.  * 
There  are  a  great  many  cronts  on  this  island,  the  flrsli  of  v  hich  is 
▼ery  tender  and  palalahle  lood ;  tins  is  doubtless  owing  to  tlie  rich- 
ness and  sweetness  of  the  grass  and  other  vegetables  on  which  thev 
feed,  they  being  of  the  finest  flavour  and  highly  nulriUve.  The  forests 
abound  with  land-birds  of  beautiful  plumage,  and  sea-bifds  visit  the 
shores  m  great  numbers.  But  Ireland  itself  is  not  more  exempt 
from  serpents  and  reptUes  of  every  description  than  is  the  isiandof  Masa- 

latand,  with  veiy  httfe  trouble,  and  a  place  called  the  landing  is  the 
most  convenient  for  taking  off  the  water.  This-  may  be  easily  recog- 
msed  by  n  s.n,.|r  rock,  on  the  southern  part  of  the  island,  apDearimr 
at  a  distance  iil.e  a  .ail.    A  little  to  the  north  of  this  rock,  by^Uow- 

'"iJ  lL^  u    '  ^  """"  ^'  ^'11  be  found,  M'ith  some  small 

aano-beaches.  At  lim  place  is  the  best  water  to  be  lound  and  the 
most  easy  to  procure;  afthongh  if  cannot  be  seen  from  the  sliins,  as  it 
flows  m  a  pmy  of  some  depth.  The  cove  is  small,  and  may  be 
I.noT.-n  by  a  ridge  of  stones  piled  upon  theshore.  In  the  winter  season, 
good  water  IS  found  m  nl!  the  gullies  on  the  north  and  east  sides  of^ 

Z^  ii^  '  S?""^  "^"^^'^^^  ''^^^"""^ ^'^e  water  near  the  shore,  and 
nay  be  easdy  caught  wuli  a  liook  and  line. 

In  apiwoaehing  this  island,  there  are  no  dangers  ^vh\rh  extend  over 
hdf  a  mile  from  the  shore.  On  the  west  side  tJrere  is  a  rock,  one 
nil le  from  the  shore,  about  the  size  of  a  shines  deck,  with  twentvMwo 
feet  of  water  oyer  it  at  low  tide.  This  tOct  is  Mt  iwSatod  by  m 
symptom  on  the  surface,  except  in  very  bad  weather.  From  u2 
north-west  |K,.nt  a  reef  extends  out  about  linlf  a  :^ilc.  Bring  thS 
north-west  pomt  to  bear  west,  and  you  may  anchor  in  twenty  fa^oms 
of  water,  sandy  bottom,  about  one  imie  off-shore.  ^ 

isl3ul%f/fL  ^  «f  from  this 

sland  for  the  Canton  market,  was  the  Eliu,  Captain  Stewart  From 
tlmt  time  to  the  year  1807,  there  were  eonstantly^reor]£s  dik? 

crews  stationed  here,  for  the  purpose  of  t.king  fur-seal  skins^  a  W 

j'""'  i^^^^.^^^  fr^^m  twelve  to  fiiken  crewa  oil  OtmZ 
we  eame  tune,  American  and  ^nglisli. 

t^^h  at  e  I  t  P  M  dJS^T™"*:?  the  evening  oi  i>unday,  the 
the  iHijim  K.,.    .  then-  absence, liiey had  tmnedaflommd 

the  island,  but  only  succeeded  in  taking  Uiirteen  fhreeSsEs.  Ther 
had,  indeed,  seen  about  fifty  seaf.  on  fhe  rocks,  wJXh^ould  iS 

f^.S  Jr^tP^*^*  '"'^''^  steered  for  the  river 

^aWVW  tha  co«t  of  Chdi,  about  lialf.way  between  Valparaiso  and 

TnZr^ '  *  ^  south.»o^lh-we8^  and  fair 


IS 


Digitized  by  Google 


lit 


January  iOfA. — On  Wednesday,  the  lUlh,  at  eleven,  A.  M.,  Wf»  cast 
suichor  ia  the  river  Matile,  about  one  mik  within  iui  mouth,  ia  tiiree 
fcthfl—  «f  water,  muddy  bottom,  sheltned  from  fSi  wMk  Thia 
nvarriaeeaaMNurtiie  OMMDtaiiiaof  the  Andes,  aad  nna  iienly  mw«e^ 
crly  course  nott  i|  empliea  iMo  tfaff  Paeifie^in  Jat.  M**  tfO' a,  liM||[» 
72°  18'  W. 

Ai  the  mouth  of  this  river  there  is  a  bar,  covt  rrcl  by  iliirteen  fort 
of  water  in  spring  tides ;  the  channel  ia  also  narrow,  as  a  cable  would 
reach  across  it ;  bm  iaamediately  whluB  the  bar,  the  breadth  of  which 
Is  BSC  over  half  a  eable'a  length,  thera  ia  four  faihioina  of  water,  aad 

the  same  depth  oontinnes  nei^  two  miles  up  the  river.    Vessels  on 

this  coast  which  require  to  be  overliauled  an<l  repaired  \\\\\  find  this 
port  T(  rv  convenieni  for  that  purpose;  as  there  is  a  tine  ship-yard 
here,  where  many  small  vessels  are  built,  and  some  even  of  three 
hundred  tons.  Here  is  every  facihty  for  hcaving-out  vessels  under 
two  hundred  and  fifty  tone,  in  order  to  aaareh  for  leaks,  and  make  any 
lopairs  that  auiy  be  found  necessaiy. 

The  entrance  to  the  rivor  Manic  is  easily  distinguished  by  aremark- 
Jible  monument,  whicli  nauirc  has  erected,  ahont  one  hundred  yards 
from  the  shore,  and  about  seventy-five  yards  south  ol  tlie  channel. 
This  is  a  mass  of  white  marble,  or  of  some  species  of  rock  which 
baa  that  appearanoe,  rising  about  aeventy-five  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  aea.  when  seen  from  the  offing,  it  bean  so  striking  a  ren (  n  M  anco 
fo  a  stone  churrh,  tluit  it  has  acquired  the  appcllHiion  of  "  Church  Rocky^ 
and  is  so  named  on  the  c  harts.  Tliis  rock  is  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  in  length,  from  cast  \v>  west,  and  about  seventy-five  feet  in  width. 
The  interior  of  its  base  is  a  spacious  vault,  into  which  the  sea  lluwa 
thnwgh  three  anshes  at  ita  western  end.  Hair-eeals  find  this  reeees 
a  veiY  eoUTenient  retreat  firom  the  ocean,  in  which  they  are  not  ex- 
posed to  their  enemy,  man.  The  roof  o(  this  edifice  is  also  peopled 
with  living  creatures ;  it  being  the  resort  of  a  species  of  white  sea- 
fowl,  which  resembles  the  dove  in  sh<ipc.  Tims  bountiful  nature  not 
only  feeds  and  clothes  the  humblest  of  her  ofiTspring,  but  also  erects 
marble  palaces  for  their  aeeonunodaiion.  <«  Church  Rock**  is  certainljr 
a  great  natora]  curiosity. 

On  the  south  side  of  this  river,  nboiit  two  miles  from  if^  entrance, 
stands  the  town  of  ( 'banco  ;  and  on  tl)c  opposite  shore  there  is  another 
called  Artillero.  About  sixty  miles  farther  up  the  river  is  the  cele- 
brated ancient  town  of  Talca* 

These  jplacea  are  all  small ;  as  Chaneo*  the  largest  of  the  threes 
only  contains  about  fifteen  hundred  inhabitants  ;  who  are  a  very  Indus* 
1rio!!s  people,  building  ships,  and  riiltivating  their  plantations;  the  lat- 
ter bein?  in  many  instances  very  handsomrlv  nrr:ini,'cd,  particularly 
those  wliich  lie  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  Among  ih(  ir  productions 
I  have  noticed  wheat,  maize,  pease,  pineapples,  oranges,  lemons, 
dtroos,  apples,  pears,  peaches,  quinces,  mams,  and  atrawherries,  aU 
of  the  larmt  aisa  and  best  quality.  Among  the  animals  wliich 
abound  in  mis  Beighbonrhood  are  blaak-eattlei,  sheep,  and  hogs,  which 
ran  be  procDrrd  at  n  \^ry  reasonable  prirc.  l*oultry  of  every  kind 
is  cheap  here ;  while  teals  and  wild  ducks  may  be  shot  in  any  quamatjKi 
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about  ten  miles  up  the  river.  From  \he  cliannel  of  tlie  river  may  be 
caught  a  great  viiricty  of  fish,  either  with  a  seine  or  a  hook  and  line. 

soon  as  we  liad  moored  the  vessel,  we  eommenced  ovprhnulinsr 
her  sails  and  rigging,  which  had  become  considerably  impaired  suu  u 
•oar  refitting  at  Coquimbo,  in  the  prteeding  August,  as  mentioned  in 
Chap.  Vm.  We  also  elearad pot  the  hokl,  wad  resalted  our  leal-ddns ; 
while  a  part  of  the  crew  were  cutting  wood,  and  others  were  engaged 
in  scrapinir  and  repainting  the  vessel.  These  nccessarj^  duties  were 
not  completed  until  the  I3th  of  February,  when  we  once  more  lound 
ourselves  in  readiness  for  sea.  But  owing  to  the  neap  tides,  and  the 
filling  up  of  tiie  bar,  which  left  but  six  feet  of  water  above  it,  we  were 
compeUed  to  delay  our  depaiture  for  a  shert  time. 

February  IZth, — As  the  crew  required  a  litde  relaxation,  I  now 
gave  them  libeity  to  on  shore,  and  enjoy  a  stroll  about  tlie  to^ni 
and  the  adjamii  roitnti  v.  At  about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  I 
also  went  on  bhore  iiiy.'^elf,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  on  a  friend  of 
mine  who  resided  there ;  an  Engliaii  gcndeman,  by  ilio  name  oi  lleury 
Williams,  Esq.  The  moment  I  landed,  I  learned  that  the  govenur 
had  just  arrired  in  town,  it  being  his  firat  appearance  there  since  I 
had  been  in  port.  I  therefore  informed  my  friend  Williams  that  I 
thought  it  proper  to  pagr  my  respects  to  him  immediately.  He  agreed 
with  me  that  such  a  step  was  strictly  in  accordance  with  euqueltOt 
and  would  be  received  as  a  complimeut  by  his  excellency. 

We  accordingly  set  off  together  for  the  goveraor^s  palace ;  but  had 
seaioely  procemd  fifty  rods,  before  we  were  met  by  a  military  guardt 
commanded  by  &  sergeant,  who  ordered  me  to  aeeompany  them  to  the 
*  gjuard-house,  withon*  assigning  any  reason  for  such  an  arbitrary  pro- 
cedme,  pxcfpf  lYiai  ]ic  was  acting  according  to  orders.  This,  I  thought, 
was  meeting  my  intended  civility  with  a  vengeance,  and  astonished  as 
I  was,  I  couild  not  forbear  asking  my  friend  if  this  was  a  specimen  of 
the  courtesy  and  ettquecie  to  which  he  had  just  alluded*  He,  how- 
*  ever,  was  as  much  sinpiised  asd  chagrined  as  nnraelf ;  and  told  the 
officer  that  he  should  accompany  me,  and  demand  an  ezplanation  of 
the  jiovrrnor. 

Tlie  guard-house,  as  this  teliow  called  it,  was  neither  more  nor  less 
than  a  prison,  and  the  reader  may  guess  my  astonishment,  when,  on 
emeiing  its  gloomy  walls,  I  found  iweaty-two  of  my  crew,  as  fine 
fellows  as  ever  fought  for  ''free  trade  aad  taiJUri  rights^^  seated 
around  in  differem  parts  of  the  room,  under  guard  like  mysell^  and  the 
governor  sitting  as  judge  and  jury.  My  English  friend  was  at  my 
M^lc,  and  as  we  ad%*anced,  his  excellency  made  an  attempt  to  rise  and 
bid  me  welcome.  By  this  tutu,  however,  I  had  received  some  signifi- 
cant  glances  fhirn  my  brave  men,  accuuipauied  with  such  meanii^ 
gestures  as  could  not  be  miaandertloed,  each  man  having  his  right 
rand  in  his  bosom.  I  instantly  saw  how  the  land  lay,  and  knowing 
the  mettle  and  fidelity  of  my  men,  I  turned  my  back  on  his  excellency, 
Without  deigning  to  notice  his  profTered  cotmesy,  and  addressed  l^y 
men—"  Weil,  my  lads,  what  are  you  douig  here 

Every  one  was  on  his  fact  as  1  spoke,  and  each  iiad,  as  it  were 
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imperceptibly,  placed  liimself  by  ihe  side  of  a  soldier.  In  rej)ly  to  my 
qucsiion  one  of  them  said,  with  an  emphasis  of  much  meaning,  We 
are  doing  nothing  at  present^  captain,  bat  shall  soon  be  very  busy.** 

I  told  them  to  altempl  noUiing  without  my  orders,  as  I  hoped  to  ob* 
tain  justice  without  proceeding  to  extremilicp.  "  Should  this  not  be 
the  case,**  I  added, "the  signal  word  will  be  Uhcrtij  or  de^Jh  r  f  thrn 
turned  to  the  governor,  and  accosted  him  in  a  tone  which  1  thought 
suitable  to  the  emergency,  and  in  his  own  language. 

*«By  what  authority,  sir,  do  you  commit  diis  outrage!  And  (br 
what  cause  are  my  crew  and  myself  dragged  wiihin  the  walls  of  thia 
prison  '    Tliis  qTicsilon,  sir,  requires  an  immediate  answer." 

The  governor  replied,  that  it  had  been  reported  to  him  that. my 
vessel  was  a  Spanisli  privateer ;  and  that  he  should  detain  us  until 
he  was  satisfied  to  tlie  contrary.  I  rejoined  that  my  crew  were  all 
Ameriean  and  English  seamen;  that  the  Wasp  sailed  under  the  United 
States*  flag;  a  flag  which  couId  never  be  dishonoured  with  impuni^; 
and  that  I  was  determined  not  to  be  trifled  with.  I  therefore  demanded 
that  my  cvcw  sliouM  be  instantly  liberated,  and  allowed  to  go  on 
board  the  vessel  unmolested,  or  some  umocent  blood  would  be  spilt  in 
a  very  few  minutes. 

I  now  advaneed  to  his  ezeeUency^s  elbowt  and  laying  my  hand  on 
my  dirk,  continued — 

"  You  see  these  gallant  seamen,  sir — lads  that  never  knew  fear — 
each  with  a  trusty  we-jpon  in  his  grasp — thrrc  are  tweniy-lwo  of  them 
— see  how  their  eager  gaze  is  fixed  on  lue — were  1  to  pronoimce 
one  word,  or  make  the  slightest  signal,  these  twenty-two  freemen,  sir, 
vonld  instantly  assail  your  garrison.  But  to  show  you  that  I  do  not 
trish  to  see  blood  spilt  when  it  can  be  avoided,  I  consent  to  remain 
on  shore  this  night,  if  ray  crew  are  immediately  set  at  liberty." 

My  friend  Williams  here  stepped  forward  and  offered  to  give  secu- 
rity for  ten  tliousaud  dollars,  if  it  was  required,  that  I  should  remain 
on  shore  uuiil  the  governor  was  satisfied  lebpeciing  the  character  uf 
the  Wasp.  To  this  proposition  bis  ezoelleney  now  readily  acceded, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  my  crew  were  aU  on  board.  The  governor  then 
expressed  his  regret  at  wliat  had  occurred ;  and  assured  rae  that 
notliliig  was  farther  from  Ids  intentions  llian  to  insidt  the  flag  of  a 
inendiy  nation,  or  to  be  delicieni  in  the  riles  of  hospiialiiy.  He 
therefore  insisted  tliat  Mr.  Williams  and  myself  should  accompany 
him  to  bis  residence,  and  drown  all  animosities  in  a  cup  of  tea.  We 
did  80 ;  and  the  evening  was  passed  in  a  very  social  iUotdly  manner. 

Fe^uary  14^A«<'— On  the  following  morning,  in  coofotmity  to  pre- 
vious arrann-ements,  the  character  of  mv  vessel  wa^  to  he  nsrcrtaiued 
by  actual  aivl  personal  inspection;  and  my  friend  W  ilhams  volun- 
teered to  foiieii  his  whole  furtuue  if  every  thing  was  not  found  to  be 
correct  on  board  the  Wasp.  Accordingly,  at  half-past  seven  o'clock, 
the  whole  party  was  ready  to  proceed,  consbting  of  the  governor, 
Ihe  collector,  the  captain  of  the  port,  the  general,  and  several  mer- 
chants  of  the  first  standing  in  the  place,  together  with  my  rni^lish 
£i€nd  and  myself  On  reaching  the  vessel  they  were  received  with  a 
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salute,  and  f^very  oiher  testimony  of  respect  wiiicli  nation;il  ciiquetve 
bad  reiidereU  cu^iouiary  on  such  occasions.  Ailcr  bhuvviug  tliem, 
eveiy  thing  worth  seeiog  on  deck,  with  which  they  appeared  much 
|ileaMd  (as  the  vessel  had  just  been  thoroughly  repaired,  and  every 
thing  was  in  order),  I  directed  their  attention  to  our  national  flag,  which 
was  proudly  waving  at  the  maiii-rayal-mnsl  hciu!.  The  American 
stars,  of  course,  received  some  compliinciiis  Irtnu  iny  honourable 
guests,  to  wiiicli  I  made  a  suitable  leply,  and  led  die  way  to  tlie  cabin^ 
where  as  good  a  breakfast  as  their  market  could  furnish  was  smoking 
on  the  table. 

In  a  few  minutes  we  were  aU  seated  at  the  breakfast-table,  directly 
over  which  was  a  large  sky-!iq;ht,  now  uncovered  fur  thr  benefit  of  the 
fresh  air.  Through  this  spacious  opening  my  guests  irequentiy  gazed 
upwards  to  the  star-spaugled  banner  waving  over  their  heads,  and  always 
with  some  allusion  to  the  glorious  cause  of  liber^.  Pleasure  beamed 
In  every  eye,  and  every  visage  glowed  with  jocular  good-humour  and 
the  ardour  of  patriotism. 

We  had  probably  been  thus  eno^agcd  for  about  fifteen  or  twenty  min- 
utes, when  tlie  sudden  report  of  one  of  our  guns  startled  every  man  at 
table  like  a  shock  of  electricity.  Ail  eyes  were  turned  upwards,  and 
were  almost  blighted  at  the  spectacle  they  beheld.  The  banner  of 
di»|X>tie  Spain  was  now  waving  where  the  flag  of  freedom  had  just 
before  been  seen.  £?eiy  one  of  my  thunderBtrmsk  guests  dropped  his 
knife  and  fork  in  dismay,  and  some  of  ihem  started  from  the  table  and 
attempted  to  rush  upon  deck.  But  they  foinid  the  companion-way 
guarded  by  a  double  sentry,  who  permitted  no  one  to  pa^sa.  All  now 
reseated  themselves  in  wlent  consiuruution,  while  ev6ry  eye  was  directed 
to  me  for  an  explanation.  I  first  broke  silence  in  the  foUowmg  words : — 
Gentlemen,  you  are  all  prisoners  of  war  to  the  Spaniards ;  cap- 
tives  under  that  flag  from  which  you  hare  wickedly  revolted.  Now 
mv.vk  mv  !  Unless  you  ransom  yourselves  in  two  hours,  with  the  sum 
01  u  ii  ill  usand  dollar?,  I  shall  take  you  all  to  Cliiloe, and  deliver  you 
up  to  Cieaerai  Quiutenela.** 

So  soon  as  tbey  coidd  recall  their  scattered  senses,  they  saw  the 
reasonableness  of  this  propositkm,  and  called  for  pen,1cdt,  and  paper, 
10  ezecme  draughts  for  the  sum  required.  When  I  had  enjoyed  their 
perplexity  for  some  minutes,  I  thus  accosted  them : — 

"Gentlemen,  yesterday  yon  s;i\v  fit  to  prarlisc  a  very  serious  joke 
upon  me  ;  thii>  laoruing,  being  the  feast  of  St.  Valentine,  hasfunushed 
me  the  opportunity  of  a  pleasant  retort.  Myself  and  crew  were  last 
evening  in  your  custody — ^you  are  now  in  mine.  I  have  had  my  re- 
venge without  bloodshed.  We  are  once  more  on  an  equal  footing. 
Tlie  star-spangled  banner  of  my  beloved  country  is  again  floating  over 
us.  We  are  all  frer  nien — we  are  nil  republicans.  80,  gentleman,  if 
you  please,  wc  will  resume  the  pleasures  of  the  tai)Io,  wnd  finish  our 
breakfa&t  with  renewed  appetites,  and  the  same  goud-humoui  which 
distta^shed  its  conuneneement.*' 

This  unezpeeted  explanation  instantly  restored  eveiy  thing  to  its 
original  state  of  harmony  and  jocularity.  Every  face  glowed  witK 
pleasm,  and  every  eye  beamed  with  ami^  and  confidence*  AU  nnitecl 
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m  umftiiiiM  Ihrt  WM  the  plwiiwiini  hmiMMtdwygfer  patook 
«n  shipbotnL 

In  chip  tinio  T  arcompanied  my  guests  on  shore;  nm]  on  the  same 
evening  the  governor  gave  a  splendid  ball  in  honour  ol  tho  "  Yankee 
joke^''  as  he  called  it,  at  the  same  ume  iuforimiig  iiia  guests,  tiiai  as 
the  festival  of  St  Valentine  hid  been  eottmeneed  with  a  hnakfiwt  on 
tfie  wtter,  he  mm  determined  to  have  it  ooodiided  with  n  topper  on 
aliore.  From  this  time  to  the  day  of  our  sailing  we  were  treated  with 
the  mo'^t  marked  attentioa  and  reepect  by  all  daeaes,  from  the  highest 
to  the  lowest. 

February  22<i. — The  river  continued  closed  until  Saturday  the  21at, 
when  we  pot  to  Bea»  and  steered  Ibr  ValparaiM,  where  we  afiived  on 
the  Mtewing  day,  and  at  3,  P.  M.,  came  to  anchor  in  five  ladMnns  ef 

water,  samly  bottom.  After  paying  the  necessary  visits  on  shore,  I 
found  an  opportunity  of  shipping  my  rar?o  of  seal^skins  to  the  United 
States,  by  the  ship  Entleavour,  of  Saieni,  Captain  EUvell ;  I  then  sold 
the  Wasp  to  Mr.  Uogan,  the  American  consul,;  takuig  m  payment 
Ule  on  the  United  Statee. 

Fehmary  SM.-~Having  completed  all  my  barineeataad  taken  pas- 
aage  for  my  crew  to  the  ITnlted  States,  I  took  leave  of  my  worthy  friend 
Rogan,  and  went  on  hoard  the  ship  Endeavour.  On  Saturday,  the 
28th.  at  11,  A.  M.,  v  f  writilied  anchor  and  put  to  sea,  hound  for  home, 
from  which  I  had  now  been  absent  one  year  and  eight  months,  without 
honing  a  word  fton  my  &nril]r>  I  oovid  not  heki  oxpofjeDoiitt  aomo 
sensations  of  regret  in  taking  leave  of  my  faitmal  litdo  bm,  the 
Wasp,  which  had  safely  earned  me  through  aonumydangeia  anddifli* 
culties.  It  was  like  pnrtinir  \vith  an  old  friend,  or  qiTittinfj  ^  scene  to 
which  wc  have  long^  been  attached,  and  with  which  are  associated 
many  interesting  reminiscences. 

Our  passage  to  the  Strait  of  Mag^an  was  mnch  rstarded  hf  tho 
prevailin/j;  souiherly  winds,  so  that  we  did  not  make  Cape  Pillar  mtil 
the  20th  of  Man-h.  On  t!ie  Ibllowinij  dny,  at  1,  P.  M.,  wr  mrered  the 
strait,  with  the  wind  from  soutli-south-west,  and  fair  weather.  On 
the  22d,  at  12,  M.,  we  were  nearly  abreast  of  Fort  Famine,  where 
we  took  the  wind  from  nordi-east,  attended  with  fog  and  light  rain. 
This  weather  oontimied  for  aboot  thirty  hoorst  when  the  wind  cfainged 
to  the  south-east  and  south-8aiRh«west. 

Mmtk  34tA,-~Having  taken  leave  of  the  strait  at  Cape  Virgin,  we 
now  onr-c  more  found  ourselves  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  the  Endeavoar 
beuig  the  lirsi  American  shty  that  had  ever  made  this  passage  Many 
of  the  natives  were  seen  on  this  occasion,  making  their  smokes  and 
inviting  us  to  Isnd;  but  Imowiog  that  they  had  no  artielea  of  trade, 
OiplamElwell  dedined  having  any  interoonno  with  them.  Nothing 
occurred  on  this  passacrc  to  change  my  previous  opinion  of  the  safoty 
and  facility  with  which  tins  strait  may  be  naviirnted  by  vessels  of  any 
size,  which  in  clear  weather  may  nm  day  an<!  iiioht.  Captain  Elwrll 
observes  tliat  tliere  can  never  be  any  sea  to  injure  a  ship  lying  at  an- 
chor in  any  part  of  Ao  strait;  ae  ifa^  fipssh-watec  grass  groirs  widun 
afewMiea  of  fai^Fwaier  maik,  and  ^  sand  aid  pebUea  on 
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h\ioyci>  have  never  beeu  Uiitiurbed  by  the  agitation  of  the  seas  breaking 
against  Uie  beach. 

We  continued  oa  oar  passage,  making  all  the  eastmg  that  was  ne- 
eeasaiy  belbre  we  loek  die  eootfa-east  trades.  Variable  wmds  and 
Meas»>nal  foul  weather  attended  us,  until  Monday^ the  ISth  of  April; 
when,  being  in  lat.  23^  S.,  long.  28^  W.,  wc  took  the  north-cast  trade- 
wind  ;  nnd  on  the  following  day  passed  between  Trinidad  and  Mar- 
tin Vab  iiueks.  Trinidad  Inland  lies  in  lat.  20^  32'  S.,  ]ong.  29'  U' 
W.  Large  Martin  Vas  Rock  is  in  lat.  20°  29  S.,  long.  28"  50'  W. 
Yariatkm,  8"*  ir  W. 

April  SOljL-**We  now  shaped  our  course  for  PemaoibucOt  with  a 
fine  breeze  from  east-southeast,  and  fair  weather.  This  continued 
until  the  20th  of  April,  when  we  arrived  at  Pemamhuco ;  nwl  at  4, 
P.  M.,  we  went  in  with  the  boat  to  the  guard-ship,  lying  in  the  inner  har- 
bour, to  obtain  permission  to  land.  Our  appUcatiou  was  uusuccesstui, 
hswerer,  and  we  were  d>liged  to  letara  to  oar  ship  agam.  On  the 
IbUowuig  dsy  we  again  set  satlt  steering  Ibr  the  nortfi,  with  a  fine 
hntm  fitun  east-south-east  Salem,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts, 
being  our  port  of  destination,  we  made  no  unnecessary  delay  in  the 
passage,  which  was  nttendod  with  rari;ible  winds,  calms,  storms,  rain, 
and  sunshine,  and  tenninaicd  on  Tur  ^d  iy,  the  eightcenih  day  of  May, 
hang  only  twenty-seven  day  a  Iruiii  rernambuco. 

Af  IM.— The  sigfH  of  one^  native  land,  after  a  long  absence  In 
a  fiweign  dime,  is  generafly  calcolated  to  exhflarate  the  mind,  and  fill 
it  with  a  thousand  agreeabw  images  and  associations.  Such  was  the 
efiect  produced  on  the  presonf  c^f^nsion  wiih  every  indivifhi  il  on  board 
the  Endeavour,  myself  alone  excepted.  Tor  the  las'  fom  and-twenty 
hours,  my  spirits  had  been  imusually  depressed.  A  vague  indefinite 
idea  of  some  impeoding  calamity  hung  about  me  like  tlie  nightmare,  and 
the  more  I  strove  to  shake  it  off  the  heavier  it  became.  The  cheeifd 
animated  faces  around  on  only  tended  to  deepen  the  gloom  of  my  own 
sickening  fancy,  which  was  teeming  with  forebodings  (^Ae  most  sombre 
character.  On  entering  the  harbour  of  Salem,  the  same  feeling  eoiitin- 
ned ;  and  neither  the  radler\'  of  my  companions,  the  bustle  of  moorujg, 
nor  the  welcome  and  congraiuiutions  uf  iurmcr  acquaintances,  could 
fiiiow  a  gjleam  of  waahine  through  the  thick  cloud  that  depressed  me. 

h,  was  about  9,  P.M.,  when  1  landed,  and  was  met  on  the  pier  by  die 
owners  of  the  ship,  Messrs.  Silsbee,  Pidonan,  and  Stone,  who  appMrcd 
to  be  in  exf^enrnt  spirits,  and  were  very  inquisitive  to  learn  the  cause 
of  my  dejccuon,  on  returning  in  health  and  sufety  from  a  long  and 
lucrative  voynge.  I  told  them  that  T  was  as  much  at  a  loss  to  account 
for  it  as  themselves ;  and  could  only  attribute  it  to  solicitndc  respecting 
ny  Aniily,  fmm  wtai  I  had  not  heard  a  single  word  during  ihe  whole 
penod  of  myalMMo^wfalohwasneariytwo  years;  andfimtldionld 
await  with  extreme  aadsty  the  arrival  of  letters  firom  Stoningtoa. 

Tn  diTp  time  a  letter  cnmc.  T  wns  pnrinfi  mv  room  alone,  lost  in 
deep  reileciion,  when  ■>\  servant  entered,  and  put  it  m  my  hand.  The 
Mat-mark  was  Stonino;!on— the  handwriting  WHS  my  father's.  I 
■Mtily  tnmed  it,  a^id  a  large  black  seal  almost  blabled  my  eye- 
^V^^    aw  eewMK  nan  fwpwev,  hni  nr  suiue  hiobmbis  a  awjuu 
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gazing  at  the  seal,  without  suiRcieut  resolutioD  to  break  it.  At  lengtk 
a  Bileni  monitor  within  me  seemed  to  sny,  in  a  tone  of  reproach,  Are 
yoit  not  a  manf*  I  rallied  my  senses,  and  exclaimed  aloud,  Yes*  I 
am  a  man,  and  one  whose  firmness  is  not  to  be  sliakon  by  danger  or 
afHiction,  come  in  what  shape  they  may.  Ail  that  man  can  bear  Xcaa 
suffer  Willi  calmness." 

Tlic  uueraiice  oi  ilim  vaunting  Gpccch  in&taiuly  siilled  ihe  violeut 
tremor  of  my  nenres,  and  restored  my  wonted  coolness.  My  hands 
trembled  noi  as  I  broke  the  sable  seal — I  was  perfectly  calm  and  col* 
lected  while  I  opened  and  unfolded  the  letter — my  lips  quivered  not  as 
I  read  the  date  and  the  M  ords  '*  My  dear  Son."  I  dropped  my  eyes 
to  tlie  fDurih  line  lu  low — a  cloud  came  over  the  rest — and  where  was 
my  boasted  maniiuod  I 

My  wife  and  two  children— comprising  all  my  little  family— were 

no  more  !  They  had  for  some  time  been  mouldering  in  the  dust,  and 
I  knew  it  not !  I  was  alone  in  the  Nvoild  !  like  a  tree  on  the  de'^ert, 
stripped  of  its  branches  !  I  had  long  aniieipatcd  a  joyous  me<  ung, 
and  this  was  the  result!  I  remember  heaving  a  groan — almost  a 
shriek  burst  from  my  bosom.    The  rest  is  all  a  blank. 

I  afterward  learned  that  some  of  the  family  entmd  my  room  for 
the  pmrposc  of  summoning  me  to  tea,  in  about  anhour  after  the  servant 
had  deH\  ered  me  the  letter.  They  found  me  seated  in  an  arm-chair, 
as  they  thought,  a  lil'eless  corpse.  Their  streams  of  terror  soon 
brought  the  rest  of  the  family  to  the  scene  of  alarm,  and  the  usual 
restoratives  were  promptly  applied.  Medical  aid  was  procured  as 
speedily  as  possible ;  and  in  about  an  honr  I  began  to  evince  some 
indications  of  returning  consciousness.  At  half-past  seven  my  sight  and 
leoollection  partially  retained.  I  saw  about  a  dosen  people  of  both 
sexes  about  me,  but  could  not  for  some  time  fully  comprehend  my  real 
situation.  When  1  did  awake  to  a  full  sense  of  it,  my  reason  was 
shaken  from  its  throne,  and  they  say  I  raved  like  a  raauiac — alternately 
calling  for  my  wife  and  childnm  to  come  to  me,  and  reDeve  me  from 
my  torments.  This  paroxysm,  however,  was  of  short  duration,  and  . 
I  gradually  became  more  rational  and  calm.  I  now  perceived  that 
every  eye  in  the  room  was  streaming  with  tears,  except  my  own.  Mine 
were  dry  and  hot,  and  my  tliroat  was  parching. 

Explanation  was  unnecessary:  they  had  seen  the  fatal  letter  lying 
on  the  floor,  and  a  very  natural  and  pardonable  curiosity  hud  prompted 
them  to  sedc  in  that  &t  the  cause  of  my  sitnaiion.  Their  sympathy 
operated  like  a  cordial  to  my  feelings ;  and  now,  for  the  first  time,  I 
could  have  wept — ^but  the  idea  of  its  being  tmmanly  prevented  me ; 
and  this  uiin  itin-al  struLi^lc  airainst  overpowering  feelings  procrastinated 
jny  recovery,  and  might,  in  fact,  have  i)eeu  the  proximate  cause  of  my 
fit  in  the  first  instance.  But  I  had  imbibed  fiom  my  earliest  uifancy 
an  idea,  very  prevalent  among  the  hardy  sons  of  New-Kngland,  espe- 
ciaUy  those  who  are  destined  to  buffet  the  billows  of  Neptune,  that  a 
tear  on  a  masctdine  cheek  evinces  a  weakness  incompatible  with  daring 
enterprises.  I  know  it  b  an  error ;  but  it  is  one  that  Ins  nssistcd  in 
making  many  fine  seamen  and  excellent  soldiers,  i  have  often  suffered 
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from  adhering  to  it,  as  in  the  present  instance.  A  paroxysm  of  tears 
would  have  restored  me  lo  niy  usual  calmness ;  but  then  I  dreaded 
liic  biuah  that  must  follow,  when  the  cheek  was  dry. 

As  soon  as  my  throat  became  siiflkiently  relieved,  and  I  dafed  to 
trust  my  voice,  I  thanked  my  friends  for  their  attention,  and  assured 
them  tfakt  I  did  not  apprehend  a  relapse.  I  then  sank  back  in  my 
chair,  and  breathed  a  silent  ejaculation  lo  an  ear  thai  is  never  closed 
to  the  aspirations  of  sorrow  and  humility :  "  Thy  will,  O  liOrd,  he  done. 
Pardon  a  worm  of  the  du^t  for  prcbuming  to  niuraiur  at  liiy  righteous 
judgments.  O  graciously  sanctify  this  aflliction  to  my  soul,  that  it 
may  be  good  for  me  to  have  been  afflicted.  Give  me  strength  to  en< 
dure  the  struggle  with  manly  fortitude,  and  even  with  gratitude.  Shall 
not  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  rir^ht  !  Have  mercy  tipon  me,  for  i 
am  weak — ^ihou  knowest  that  we  are  but  dust.  Tliey  are  not  dead^ 
they  live  in  heaven;  and  O  grant  me  grace  still  to  endure  the  trials 
and  troubles  of  this  transitory  life : — I  ought  not  to  wish  them  back  to 
share  in  such  tioables«  but  manfully  to  wrestle  alone.  Misfortones, 
dangers,  hardships,  and  disappointments  have,  for  some  graeioiis  par- 
pose  of  thy  divine  providence,  attended  mc  from  infancy  to  the  present 
hour.    Teach  me  to  be  resigned — grant  mc  grace  to  be  thankful/* 

Tliough  I  am  ashamed  to  nhed  wnr<,  1  am  lioi  ashamed  lo  publish 
to  the  world  that  the  above  iiumble  ejaculation,  rather  thought  liiau 
whispered,  instantly  restored  my  mind  to  calmness  and  serenity. 
Should  any  donbt  it,  I  advise  them  to  try  the  eicperimeni  in  sincerity ; 
ihey  will  then  doubt  it  no  more. 

The  unaffected  sympathy  of  rny  noble-hcartrcl  tars  also  afforded 
jne  nuicli  consolation ;  I  mean  such  as  returned  with  me  to  the  United 
SSwics,  three  of  whom  are  now  residing  in  the  city  of  IS  cw- York,  viz.  - 
Messrs.  Charles  Cox,  William  Cox,  and  John  Simmons — as  worthy, 
manly,  and  brave  men  as  ever  saUed  under  the  Hag  of  any  nation. 
The  sameremaik  will  apply,  with  equal  justice,  to  two  young  gentle- 
men, named  Pratt  and  Murray,  of  Connecticut.  As  soon  as  they  heard 
of  my  alllietion,  they  came  to  admmistcr  consolation,  and  bind  up  the 
wotmds  of  my  heart.    They  were  not  Job's  comforters. 

Tlie  Wasp's  cargo  of  scal-skiiis,  brought  home  in  the  Endeavour, 
consisting  of  about  seven  thousand,  was  soon  landed  in  the  best  order; 
and  in  a  tew  days  afterward  two  of  the  owners,  Messrs.  Rogers  and 
M'Intyre,  who  came  on  from  New-York  for  the  purpose,  caused  the 
whole  to  be  sold  at  public  sale,  the  proceeds  of  which  gave  them  the 
most  entire  satisf^iction. 

These  gentlemen  then  requested  me  to  acconij  iiny  them  to  New- 
York,  and  select  any  vessel  which  1  considered  amiable  for  another 
voyage  of  two  years,  or  upwards  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  which  they 
would  immediately  purchase  and  commit  to  my  charge.  I  readily  ac- 
ceded to  the  proposal,  for  home  had  now  few  charms  for  nie,  since- 
llie  lenderest  ties  of  my  heart  had  been  severed  hy  tlie  king  of  terrors. 
One  sacred  duty,  however,  was  first  to  be  fuiiiilcd.  Tliis  was  to  visit 
my  aged  fatlier,  who  had  also  drunk  of  the  cup  of  alihction  to  us  very- 
dregs.  Accordingly,  as  soon  as  my  business  was  all  sellled  in  Salem* 
I  lost  no  time  in  proceeding  to  Stonington. 
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I  fiMnid  my  father  in  good  healdi ;  but  our  meeting  was  pninfully 
afTertingf.  Such  scenes  cnn  better  be  imagiued  tlian  ilescrilied.  I 
thou«iht  that  I  liad  scrpv>  etl  my  "  courage  to  tlie  siickiiig-place,"  and 
that  it  could  not  luil.  But  I  was  mistaken.  I  gave  him  my  hand 
with  a  deteimiiiaSaoii  to  betray  no  emotion,  and  to  keep  my  feelinga  in 
complete  subjection*  He  grasped  it  convulsively,  and  essayra  to 
spesk — but  he  was  too  much  agitated.  He  turned  away  his  face  to 
conceal  !n<^  tears,  which  were  now  fallintr  like  rain.  I  could  play  the 
stoic  no  ioiiger.  The  sobs  of  anguish  w  cve  i(  uring  his  aged  b<^m« 
I  tlircw  myaelf  io  his  arms,  and  we  wept  aloud. 

My  father  was  the  first  to  rouse  hiuMelf  fimmthis  temporary  melt- 
ing mood,**  so  unusual  to  us  both,  and  soon  became  calm  and  com- 
posed.   He  made  an  effort  to  speak,  and  succeeded* 

My  son,"  said  he,  this  must  not  be.  It  is  wrong  to  murmur 
against  the  dispensations  of  a  merciftil  Providence,  who  orders  every 
thiiig  for  the  best,  and  who  only  chastens  those  he  loves,  for  the 
gnmoos  purpose  of  reforming  and  makui^  i  hem  etenally  happy.  *  The 
iiQfd  gave,  tne  Loid  hath  taken  away,  and  blessed  be  the  name  of  Che 
Laid.*  Those  who  aspire  to  perform  great  actions  should  never  snfier 
any  relaxation  in  that  mental  discipline  which  keeps  the  passions  ia 
subjection.  You  we  re  !)om  for  In L'her  purposes  than  to  play  iht  v.  oman. 
The  ambiuous  and  daring  spirit  wiiich  vou  have  ever  evinced  irom 
early  childhood— your  r^Uessnesa  of  oanger— your  love  of  travel, 
and  enthnsiastic  oevotednesa  to  every  numly  punnit  hi  which  yoa 
engage^ — are  all  favourable  indications  of  future  anccess  and  honour. 
Such  used  to  be  the  theme  of  your  boyiah  prattle;  and  I  trust  your 
juvenile  dreams  may  be  yet  realized. 

"You  therefore  sliould  never  give  way  to  tliose  sensitive  feelings, 
which,  however  natural  and  amiable  in  Uiemselves,  are  only  becoming, 
as  to  outward  expression,  in  females,  infants,  and  the  aged.  Men  of 
enterprise  and  ambition  should  always  retain  their  presence  of  mind 
in  the  most  try  ing  emergencies,  whether  of  trouble  or  of  danger.  As 
it  is  said  in  one  of  our  beautiful  hymns  their  fortitude  should  remain 
unshaken, 

Though  PrtHh  were  from  tirr  rpntntlO$»% 
Juti  looaatatns  la  ttw  occaa  lost. 
Tan  flMiMl  bgp  Ite  latitai  tUt.* 

"This,  my  son,  is  my  advice;  and  may  I  never  again  thus  see  you 
off  y  onr  guard.  For  me  there  is  more  excuse.  1  am  nld— -;ind  you 
know,  iienjHmin,  thai  mr/  afflictions  are  of  no  ordinary  kind.  To  lose 
wives  and  children  in  the  ordinary  coiu^sc  of  nature  can  be  bome  with 
fanaible  reeignatioa.  Bui  to  lose'  a  wife— lo  h»e  aona  aa  I—**  Hem 
the  poor  old  man  waa  oUiged  to  change  iheanbjeot,  and  itwaa  aevetal 
days  before  he  ventured  to  renew  it. 

In  the  mean  time  I  recoimted  to  him  and  the  rest  of  the  family  all 
the  iililc  incidents  ol  inv  -wanderings  for  the  la«?f  two  years  ;  and  made 
them  acquainted  vvuh  tiie  arrangemenu  1  iiad  made  tor  auotlier  voyage 
of  ofHd  length  to  the  Paette  Ooean.  TheaUelted  period  of  my  viait 
•oon  expired ;  but  previous  to  mgr  dfttwe  frr  New-Ymi,  my  father 
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wad  the  btohta  thitaJ  of  him  fanMr  diMMw^  atadiy  in  the 
lowiaf  WQtd»f  which  are  daeply  engraven  on  my  memory : — 

"My  son,  as  you  are  about  to  embark  on  another  long  and  periloos 
voyage,  r  wish  you  to  pay  attention  to  my  counsel  ;  for  np-f  nnd  ex- 
perience, as  well  as  ray  parental  relaiionslijp  and  siuguiar  mibroriuiies, 
all  entitle  me  lu  the  privilege  of  giving  you  advice.  I  have  lived  low^y 
and  aHfoed  mndi.  I  have  never  wronged  any  penen»  knofwiiigiy, 
of  the  vdne  of  a  eant.  I  have  never  panad  the  poor  and  diatfaaaed 
without  giving  them  such  assistance  as  was  in  my  power,  without  neg«> 
lecting  duties  of  equal  importance.  I  have,  at  times,  accumulated  a 
great  deal  of  proiK-ny,  by  hard  labour  and  honest  industry.  Thin  has 
been  agaui  wrested  iromme,  often  by  the  deceit,  Iraud,  and  viiiauy  of 
my  lellow-creaturea'-^-eometimeB  by  the  remoraelesa  elementa.  1  have 
loat  moe  of  mj  family  by  death ;  aiz  of  whom,  inelndine  yimraaBthar* 
ware  drowned  at  diiferent  liines.  In  shott»  a  miottte  niatory  of  my 
misfortunes  would  fill  a  volume.  I  have  borne  up  against  the  weight 
as  well  as  1  could  ;  and  yet  it  is  pressing  me  towards  the  grave.  I 
believe,  however,  tliat  there  are  thousands  ia  tlie  world  who  would 
hiLve  simk  under  tlie  load,  and  embraced  despair.  But  my  trust  is  ia 
One  that  cannot  err.  *  Though  he  slay  me,  yet  will  I  tmst  in  him.* 

**11in8,  my  aon,  you  aee  the  advantages  of  manly  fortitude;  and 
whatever  your  troubles  or  condition  may  be  in  tliis  liife,  let  this  short 
precept  be  your  constant  guide — '  Do  your  duty  to-day,  and  leave  the 
juorrow  to  Heaven.'  Do  to  others  as  you  would  huve  others  do  to  you 
under  similar  circiunstances.  Be  just  and  humane  tu  uii,  particularly 
to  those  who  axe  aulject  to  your  power*  Treat  your  aeamen  kindly, 
and  they  will  serve  yon  with  the  greater  fidelity.  Remember  that  the 
meanest  individual  has  feelings  that  OQght  to  be  respected ;  and  that 
we  shall  all  one  day  meet  where  the  servant  will  be  equal  to  his  former 
master.  Distress  no  man.  Be  charitable  to  the  poor,  the  widow,  and 
the  orphan. 

"As  a  ship-master,  my  sun,  never  forget  that  yuu  are  tiie  steward 
of  others'  property,  and  that  he  who  b  not  faithful  over  a  little  will 
not  be  faithful  over  much.  Exert  yourself  for  the  intcreat  of  your  em- 
ployera.  Shltnk  not  from  hardships  or  dangers.  Be  not  lilled  up  in 
prosperity,  t\or  mennly  depressed  in  adversity.  Be  bold  and  cheerful 
in  all  conduions  of  lite.  Treat  even'  man  with  the  respect  due  to  his 
real  merit.  Be  gentle  and  easy  in  your  manners.  Speak  evil  of  no 
one.  Shun  intemperance  as  you  would  a  Norwegian  whirlpool ;  for, 
once  within  ita  fatal  vortex,  there  ia  no  eaem  for  body  or  aouL  Shoo 
bad  company.  Love  yonr  Creator,  and  lear  to  offend  him.  Do  all 
the  good  you  can  for  yotu:  fellow-creatures.  Be  one  of  the  foremost 
in  defence  of  your  country's  lil>erty  and  honour.  Never  let  passion 
become  the  master  of  your  reason  ;  for  this  is  tolerating  a  mutiny  more 
dangerous  tu  your  own  welfare  than  that  ui  a  rebellious  crew,  lie  is 
not  fit  to  command  a  great  aUp  who  haa  nocfirat  learned  lo  command 
the  little  cock-boat  of  his  own  neart. 

I  "  In  the  hour  of  danger,  my  aon,  never  allow  yourself  to  become 
confuted  ;  but  be  nln  avs  calm,  cool,  and  deliberate ;  for  where  there 
AS  confusion  there  is  always  danger  of  error  in  judgment.   Be  decisive 
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in  your  plans,  and  have  confidence  in  your  own  deciskm.  Bolly  no 
nan^injure  no  man — fear  no  man.   Thtu,  my  son,  you  hare  the 

counsel  of  your  aged  and  affectionate  parent ;  one  that  is  acquainted 
with  Borrow,  nml  fiuniliar  with  ffrief.  May  Heaven  liave  mercy  on 
you,  and  prosper  you  in  nil  your  just  and  lawful  unclcrtakings. 

One  more  suggesuoa,  and  1  have  done.  Uc  that  would  lead  a  life 
of  nsefulDess  mutt  live  for  others,  and  not  for  himself;  and  that  yon 
are  destined  for  such  a  life  is  plainly  indicated  by  the  phvsical  and 
moral  gifts  with  which  you  are  endowed.  Unavailing  and  unmanly 
grief  is  incompatible  M-ith  a  proper  exercise  of  these  faculties,  and  de- 
etroys  tlie  powers  of  uscfulnrss.  Overcome  yours,  my  son,  and  labour 
to  forget  its  cause  as  soon  as  possible.  Tiie  most  effectual  anttdoie 
that  can  be  recommended  to  a  man  like  you,  in  the  prime  of  manliood, 
'with  considerable  property,  and  no  ineninbrances,  is  to'unite  the  broken 
eoid  of  affection  to  the  heart  of  another.  A  speedy  second  marriage 
would  restore  your  happiness,  and  extend  your  usefulness.  You  would 
then  have  an  additional  induremrnt  to  achicvp  noMr  projects,  and  a 
centre  point  of  attraction  to  call  you  home,  when  your  duties  were  ac' 
compUijiicd.'' 
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.  CHAPTER  I. 

Preparations  for  the  S'  rord  Voyn^re — Thr  Schooner  Tartar  pplcctcd  and  pur- 
CDMed  for  tke  Piu2h>«« — A  Matrimonial  Contract — The  Voyage  commenced — 
Idand  of  Fernando  Noronlui,  and  the  Roccoa  Bahia^  or  the  Bay  of  All  Saints 
— City  of  St.  SalvaJor — Directions  for  entering  the  Harbour — Sail  from  Bnhin  — 
Island  of  8t.  Cathaxine^s — Island  of  Loboo— Rio  de  la  Plata—- Monte  Video  and 
Buenos  Ayret— The  FaUdand  labuid*— Stnit  of  Mudlu»— Pnuunla  of  ttta 
Time  MoantMnt— Social  AfiactiMia  of  Seal*— MoiafReflectioika.  .  , 

Ik  piivs\i;inre  of  previous  aiTangemenls,  I  proceeded  to  New-York, 
aud  iiiunediuicly  called  ou  my  former  employers,  Messrs.  Byers, 
Sogers,  M^lntyrOt  and  Nixon,  who  requested  me  to  look  about  among 
the  8bq>ping  for  a  suitable  vessel  to  perform  the  contemplated  voyage. 
Finding  no  one  in  the  port  of  New- York  which  exactly  pleased  me,  I 
proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  and  from  thence  to  Baltimore ;  bnt  with 
no  better  success.  I  had  the  f-nod  fortune,  however,  to  return  to 
New- York  just  as  the  schooner  Tartar  arrived  from  Curasao;  a  sharp 
fast-sailing  vessel,  of  one  htmdred  and  My-four  tons — in  short,  the  very 
craft  I  wanted. 

I  hastened  to  inform  the  above-named  gentlemen  of  my  mecess* 
who  immediately  struck  a  bargain  for  the  Tartar,  had  her  newly  cop- 
pered^ and  m  tvety  respect  completely  equipped  for  a  long  voyage. 
Provisions,  salt,  and  every  tlung  necessary  or  convenient  for  the  enter- 
prise were  liberally  furnished  by  the  owners ;  so  tliat  on  the  18th  of 
Jnlj,  the  Taitar  was  lying  in  the  North  River*  in  every  napect 
ready  for  sea. 

Constant  activity,  the  bustle  of  business,  and  the  natanl  excitement 
of  my  present  occupations,  afforded  very  little  room  for  melancholy 
reflections ;  especially  as  every  hour's  relaxation  was  spent  in  the 
cheerful  and  affectionate  society  of  my  sisters,  my  cousins,  and  a  few 
€f  their  fidr  and  amiable  finenda.  One  of  these  preuy  consuia  had 
long  been  a  favooriie  wtdi  us  alL  She  was  a  sprightly,  amiable  little 
girl,  not  yet  quite  five  years  in  her  teens ;  and  possess^  the  rare  fac- 
ulty of  winning  the  affections  of  all  around  her.  i  had  often  in  jest,  when 
I  luid  nothing  to  bestow,  promised  to  make  her  my  heir;  and  I  now 
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formcU  the  resolution  of  doing  so  in  earnest;  all  my  nearer  relatires  being 
sitfficiently  provided  for.  I  waa  on  the  eve  of  a  long  voyage ;  life  was 
QBcerUUDf  and  if  it  ahodd  be  the  irill  of  Ptovidence  to  aireat  my 
earthly  career  nhile  at  a  distance  from  my  native  land*  I  should,  at 
least,  have  the  consolation  of  reflecting  that  my  pecimiaiy  affain  at 
home  were  all  nrmneed  according  to  iny  wishes. 

The  more  1  reHecieU  on  tliis  subject,  the  more  I  became  convinced 
oi  its  propriety ;  and  when  it  presented  itself  to  my  mind  as  it  often- 
times aid,  in  connezioii  with  the  partrng  advice  of  my  father,  I  con- 
templated its  features  with  a  atill  deeper  interest.  On  such  occasions, 
I  very  naturally  asked  myself,  "  Why  not  seek  to  unite  the  broken 
cords,  spoken  of  by  my  father,  to  this  amiable  heart,  m  hrrr  thr  purest 
affection  already  exists?  Why  may  I  not  fiaU  here  thai  cenire-poiut 
of  attraction  which  is  to  correct  and  restrain  the  ecccitiricity  of  my 
wanderings!  Two  years  hence,  if  I  retnm  m  safety,  I  ahaU  find 
Abby  Jane  a  full-blown  flower,  instead  of  an  opening  bod ;  the  staid 
woman  instead  of  the  laughin^^  r  irl.  A  woman,  too,  every  way  cal- 
cvilaieti  to  make  me  happy.  It  I  live  to  come  back,  and  Abby  Jane 
he  still  free,  I  shall  cenamly  st  ( k  uj  win  her.  But  two  years  is  a 
long  time,  and  she  may  then  be  auother^s !  I  know  of  no  female  like 
her.  6o  mild,  so  gcnile,  so  amiable^  so  affeetionate  to  her  relaiives, 
flo  lenient  to  the  fiulings  of  others,  so  benevolent  to  the  poor,  so  sooth* 
ing  to  the  aflicted,  so  consoling  to  the  mourner.  I  coud  not  resjgn 
her  to  another,  unless,  indeed,  she  loved  another.  Her  affections  arc 
now  free,  bm  will  they  remain  so'  Hrfore  1  sail  I  must  solicit  her 
promise  to  await  my  retnm.  She  will  then  be  marriageable,  and  of 
sufficient  maturity  to  become  the  mistress  oi  a  family.  1  will  make 
the  trial.** 

I  wiU  not  tire  the  reader  with  particulars.  Let  h  sufSce  that  I 
wooed  and  won  ;**  I  obtained  the  desired  promise — 

«  She  lovwl  DM  for  ilM  danmn  I  had  pasMf, 
ABd  1  Imd  iMTilMl  ate  «d  fililtaca." 

I  now  resolved,  preriovs  to  my  aaiUng,  not  only  to  give  her  a  legal 

claim  to  my  little  property,  but  also,  at  the  same  time,  to  interchange 
the  most  iiniquivnml  testimonials  of  our  mutital  Rincerity,  bv  bavi?Hj 
the  marria«re  em mony  actually  performed  in  the  presence  of  our 
friends.  1  hus  wa»  done.  The  solemn  contract  was  ratified  at  the 
hymeneal  altar.  I  then  committed  my  virgin  bride  to  the  care  of  her 
finends ;  gave  her  a  chaste  parting  kne,  and  it  was  neariy  two  years 
before  I  saw  her  again.  It  was  then  I  followed  the  advice  of  my 
father,  and  have  ever  since  blessed  the  hour  that  I  did  so.  I  flatter 
myself  that  Abby  Jane  will  oordinllv  reeiprorntr  the  same  srtitiment. 
8he  is  every  thing  that  a  wile  and  a  moilier  should  be.  But  enough 
of  my  own  affairs. 

190, 1884.— The  Tartar*  as  before  stated*  waa  ready  for  aea 
en  the  I8th  ^y  of  Jniy.  On  IMbndMrtthe  19th,  I  went  on  boaid,  and 
at  one,  P.  M.,  we  got  nnder  way,  and  proceeded  down  the  bay,  with 
the  wind  from  south-south-west,  and  fnir  weather.  At  «even,  P.  M., 
we  discbax;ged  the  pilot;  and  at  nine,  took  otur  departure  from  Shandy 
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Hook  light,  besriog  north-weat^iy-west,  distant  two  league;  ^nik  i 
fine  first-rate  vessel  under  our  feet,  md  a  stroog  heaUhy  crew  of 

twenty-three  men,  inrliulin^  officers.  The  crew  were  mostly  yoimj 
men,  actire,  enterprising,  and  cliivalric  ;  reckless  ol'  djinger  or  hard- 
ships, and  ready  for  adventure  of  any  kind,  that  was  lawful  and  hon- 
ourable. I 

My  3U^— We  steered  a  sooth-easterly  eonrse  with  light  Yariahio 
winds,  and  generally  fair  weather.  On  Saturday,  the  SIst,  we  took 
the  north-east  trnrle-winds,  from  east-north-east,  and  squally;  being 
then  in  latitude  30'  0'  N.,  long.  62°  0'  W.  from  (ireenwich.  On  the 
following  day  the  wind  freshened,  and  liauled  to  east-by-south,  from 
which  quarter  it  continued  to  blow  with  little  variaiiua,  but  very  ii^ht, 
for  more  than  a  fortnight. 

August  15IA.— We  finally  lost  the  north-east  trades  on  Simday,  tho 
Iftth  of  August,  in  latitude  7°  10'  N.,  long  Ad^  W  W.  From  this 
time  our  rourse  was  much  retarded  by  calms,  occasionally  interrupted 
by  light  breezes  or  squalls  from  south-sonth-west  to  soir.h-^outh-east, 
attended  with  heavy  falls  of  rain.  We  took  every  advantage  tliat  was 
Dossible  of  these  winds  to  make  southerly,  so  that  twelve  da)  a  more 
brought  us  to  the  equator. 

August  27tk, — On  Friday  the  2Tth,  we  crossed  the  equinoctial  Una 
in  long.  30°  23'  W.  At  eif^ht,  P.  M.,  we  took  the  wind  from  south- 
east and  fair  wentlier.  Tiic  usual  ceremonies  were  of  course  ob« 
SCr^'cd  on  llus  important  occasion. 

August  30//i.— -On  Monday,  the  30ih,  we  were  close  in  with  the 
west  end  of  Fernando  Noronha,  an  island  in  the  Sooth  Atlantic  ONcean, 
about  sixty-seven  leagues  from  the  ooast  of  Brazil,  lying  north-oast 
from  Cape  St.  Roque,  in  laiiiudc  3^  55'  S.,  long.  32^  29^  W.  This 
location  refers  to  the  centre  of  ihc  inland,  which  is  about  seven  miles 
!on'',  and  two  or  two  and  a  ([uarter  broad.  This  island  was  formerly 
appropriated  by  the  Brazilian  goverunieni  to  a  like  purpose  with  that 
of  Juan  Fernandez  by  the  government  of  Cliili ;  viz.  Ibr  a  place  of 
exile  for  their  vilest  eriminals,  guarded  by  a  garrison  of  regular  troops. 
This  may  account  for  all  its  little  sandy  bays  and  anchorages  bein^ 
defended  by  forts.  At  present  it  is  inhabited  by  about  two  hnndn4 
colonists,  sixty  of  whom  are  soldiers. 

This  i-^lnud  is  distinguiiihed  by  a  high  rocky  peak  on  its  north  side, 
called  the  Puiuimd^  which  appears  very  rugged  and  barren ;  and  in 
tendered  stdl  more  remailuible  by  its  south-west  point,  called  the  HeU 
m  ike  Wally  which  b  pierced  through,  giving  a  free  passage  to  the 
sea.  On  the  south  side  is  a  little  rocky  isle,  strongly  reseafaUng  ft 
statue.  When  viewed  from  a  distance,  tiie  Pyramid  has  the  iqppaar* 
ance  of  a  very  higii  steeple  or  tower. 

Vessels  employed  in  the  southern  whalc-fi.'iliery  often  stop  at  this 
island  to  procure  supplies  of  cattle,  sheep,  poultry,  wood,  water,  dtc» 
The  latter,  however,  is  frequently  very  scarce ;  owing  to  the  tivnlots 
being  all  dried  up  by  the  drou^t  at  particular  seasons  of  the  ycart 
when  vegetation  also  beoomes  parched  and  destroyed.  Thongh  this  is 
no  uncommon  occurrence,  it  is  neither  periodical  nor  regular.  Thera 
are  but  few  vegetables  to  be  procured  here  in  the  best  of  seasoosi  bitt^ 
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there  is  always  an  abundance  of  live-stock  and  fish,  with  an  immense 
quantity  of  doves.  Wood  may  be  obtanu d  here,  but  with  some  diffi- 
culty, as  there  is  danger  of  staving  tlie  boat  which  brings  it  ofl,  it 
being  nearly  as  heavy  as  bo  iniieh  iroDi  and  sinking  in  the  water  with 
cqnu  rapidity. 

On  approaching  this  island*  the  lisvigator  will  find  no  soundings 
until  close  aboard  of  it.  There  is  no  invisible  dan«rcr  near  it  except 
on  the  soutli  side,  where  there  are  some  rocks  be  t^^  ci  n  two  and  three 
miles  from  the  shore;  and  ulf  the  south-west  point,  where  there  is  a 
rock  at  the  distaneec^  ene-fiiiirth  of  n  mile.  The  principal  anehoring 
place  is  on  the  north  side  of  the  island,  being  sheltered  by  the  north* 
eastern  land  and  several  little  islands  in  that  direetion.  Here  a  ship 
^v.1\y  anchor,  in  from  ton  to  twelve  fathoms,  loosp  '^nndy  bottom,  at 
about  half  a  mile  from  tho  Citadel  Point,  which  is  the  neiiic-t  shore. 
There  are  three  raomhs,  iiovvevcr,  in  which  the  northerly  and  norih-weat 
winds  prevail,  when  it  is  not  safe  to  lie  dose  in.  These  are  the 
xnonths  of  Janoaiy*  Pebmaiyi  and  March.  Dniing  the  rest  of  the 
year  the  winds  are  mostly  finin  the  south-east  snd  east ;  sofneiimes 
north-east. 

The  smulirvii  exircniiiv  of  the  island  is  called  Tol>ac('o  Ptiiiit.  from 
winch  a  reel  of  rocks  extends  half  a  mile  to  the  soutii,  even  with  the 
surface  of  the  water.  Two^ miles  and  a  half  80uth>east-by-east  from 
Tobaoeo  Point  there  is  a  rocky  reef  on  which  the  sea  always  bresks. 
When  in  a  line  with  Uiese  rocks  the  PjTamid  is  shut  in  with  tne  highest 
hill  on  the  '^onth  sific  of  ihc  island.  Prtwrcn  thisrcef  and  the  sfaore 
iherc  is  a  channel  of  from  ten  to  tiitccn  fathoms. 

About  seventeen  leagues  westward  of  Kcrnando  Noronha  are  some 
reefs  or  keys,  called  tiie  Roccas,  lying  in  latitude  3°  52'  S.,  long.  33^ 
SI'  W.  Variation  4^  42'  W.  These  low  keys  or  islets  are  veiy 
dangerous,  being  sandy  spits  or  banks  formed  upon  coral  reefs*  with  a 
little  hm^h  or  shrubbcr}'  growing  upon  them.  They  are  not  discerni- 
ble in  a  lino  clear  day  from  tlic  mast-liead  at  n  !^reater  distance  tlian 
three  leagues,  and  are  disiuiguii»hed  by  a  iiigh  rock  at  their  north-cast 
extremity.  When  within  two  miles  of  them,  tlie  water  shallows  grad> 
nelly  from  thir^  to  five  fathoms,  withm  a  eableV  length  of  the  shore, 
coral  bottom. 

Here  the  ctuient  generally  sets  to  the  westward,  at  the  rate  of  one 
jnile  and  a  half  an  hour.  On  these  reefs,  in  1805,  two  of  the  East 
India  Company's  ships  were  lost,  being  deceived  by  tlic  currents, 
which  have  been  known  at  times  to  nm  for  a  day  or  two  at  the  rate 
of  three  miles  an  hour,  in  the  direetion  of  west-north-west.  The  tide 
■ises  and  falls  here  about  six  feeU  I  landed  on  these  keys  in  1889, 
and  found  perfectly  smooth  landing  on  the  west  side  of  the  large  one. 

Septrn-J'fr  Tith.—Wo  left  Fernando  Noronha,  on  Tuesday,  the  3 1st 
of  Augu-t,  \Mih  a  line  breeze  from  cast-south-east,  and  on  Sunday 
the  uih  uf  September,  cast  anchor  in  the  Bay  ol  All  Saints,  in  the 
Brasilian  Phivinee  of  Bahia  de  Todas  Santos,  of  which  the  city  of 
St.  Salvador  is  the  capitaL  At  nine,  A.  M.,we  were  safely  moored 
in  five  fathoms  of  water,  between  Fort  do  Mar  and  the  city.  **  Here,** 
Idndley,  in  his  Viiyage  to  firaiil,  ^vessels  riding  on  deav 
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ground  niav  be  sheltered  from  every  wind,  and  surrounded  br  a 
coimiry  exuberantly  rich,  in  a  gulf  which  seems  as  if  formed  by  na- 
tme  for  the  emporium  of  the  imi^efse.**  By  this  iprork  we  are  ^im 
iiilbnned,  diat  **tlie  province  of  Bahia  comprisea  fifty  leagues  of  coastr 
snd  that  though  one  of  the  smalleat  provincea  of  Brazil,  it  ia  the  moat 
fertile,  populous,  and  luxuriant," 

The  hay  of  All  Saints,  is  a  conspicuous  featnro  on  the  map  of 
South  America.  It  is  on  the  south-eastern  coast  ot  Brazil,  nearly  half- 
way between  the  equator  and  the  tropic  of  Capricorn.  The  coaat 
here  mna  in  the  diieetion  of  north-eaat  and  aouth^weat,  and  thia  bay 
opens  to  the  south,  the  eastern  side  of  its  entrance  being  a  peninsulat 
on  which  stands  the  city  of  St.  Salvador,  in  latitude  1^^  30'  S.,  lon^. 
38**  24'  W.  It  is  ill  fact,  an  inland  sea,  or  gulf,  which  receives  the 
waters  of  several  large  rivers.  The  entrance  of  this  bay  is  spven 
miles  broad,  from  the  peninsula  on  the  east  side  to  the  island  oi 
Taporiea,  on  the  weat;  and  the  gulf  within  ia  more  than  ihirty-twir 
leagnea  in  circumference.  The  extreme  point  of  the  entrance,  on  the 
eaatem  aidot  ia  called  Cape  St.  Antonio,  on  which  stands  the  light* 
house,  and  an  antique  fort.  The  lantern  of  the  lighthouse  is  ele- 
vated about  one  liumhcd  and  twenty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

The  city  ot  St.  Salvador  stands  on  an  eminence,  at  the  eastern 
side  of  the  bay.  It  occupies  a  eonaiderable  space ;  being  aitnatedon 
imeqnal  groond,  and  interspened  with  plantationa.  Many  of  the 
huildings  are  old  and  ill-constructed ;  but,  aa  in  other  Catholic  cities, 
the  churches  are  the  most  distinguished  edifices.  The  grand  church 
of  the  ex-jesuits  is  justly  considered  the  most  elegant  structure  of  the 
city.  The  cathedral  is  a  large  jjothic  pile,  but  mucli  dilapidated  Iry 
time  and  the  fervid  influence  ol  a  nopical  sun.  Besides  the  churches 
within  the  city,  there  are  two  near  the  bar,  called  St.  Antonio  and 
Thtoria,  which  form  ezceQent  landmarka  ibr  navigatora.  They  are 
all  80  situated  aa  to  command  a  fine  proapect  of  the  bay  and  snnomid* 
mg  country. 

The  governor's  palace,  in  the  royal  square,  is  an  old,  indifferent-look- 
ing building.  Un  one  side  of  this  square  are  the  senatc-hall  and  the 
prison ;  on  another,  the  mint  and  pubUc  offices ;  and  on  the  third,  the 
eooft-faonae  of  the  tdaeao.  The  priaon  ia  a  spacious,  gloomy-Iooking- 
edifice,  in  the  construction  of  which  atrengtli  alone  appears  to  have 
been  studied.  Tlie  dungeons  have  no  doors,  but  are  cntcrfd  through 
grated  trap?  in  t!in  c^ilinL^  The  principal  hall  in  the  first  str)rv.  ^vhich 
is  well  seLured,  i-*  .surrounded  by  dark  cells,  or  srcretos^  iihvwi  six  feet 
square.  These  Jiave  strong  close  doors,  each  furnished  witii  a  heavy 
chain  faatened  to  a  ring  in  the  wall,  and  were  originally  constmcted 
for  inqniaitorial  Ticttma,  and  ihoae  auapeeted  of  political  ofiimces.. 
There  were  about  two  hundred  peraooa  confined  here  for  variou» 
crimes,  real  or  alleged,  in  1824,  and  no  food  is  providrd  for  tlieiu  by 
c^oveniment,  nor  any  indulgence  rxrcpt  water.  A  religious  society, 
iiowe\  er,  called  the  MiserKordia^  or  Oi  der  of  Mercy,  is  allowed  to  fur- 
niah  the  poor  wretches  with  meal,  soup,  and  other  proviaiohs ;  and 
obtama  the  meana  by  sdieithig  cliaritable  donalioiis  in  all  parts  of 
the  city. 
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The  btreeu  are  uarrow,  badly  paved,  aud  horribly  filthy ;  and  were 
il  not  for  the  peculiar  aalnbrtar  of  the  air,  the  heat  woliid  dotdnleae 
]iRiduce  very  fatal  effects  on  the  healtli  of  the  inhabitants.  For  the 
fine  air  the  city  is  vnMttd  to  its  elevated  situation ;  few  it  is  literally 

**  a  city  that  is  set  upon  a  hill."  The  back-yards,  generally,  are  no- 
thing but  noisome  rrceptacles  of  filth,  unfit  for  di'srri))tiou.  Some 
exceptions  tlicrc  muai  be,  of  course ;  and  ilieae  are  found  in  a  few  eie- 
{[ant  mansions,  roomy  aad  eonvenietit,  oocopled  by  the  opiileitt.  Bat 
even  these  are  shabbily  faroished,  and  not  a  whit  too  dean,  inside 
or  ooti 

The  city  of  St.  S.iIv:u]or  is  protected  by  scvcnil  forts  and  other 
works  of  defence,  tiie  priiiL'ipal  of  which  is  Fort  f!o  Mar,  which  hnn 
been  built  more  than  two  liuudrcd  years.  It  stands  on  a  smull  rocky 
bank  of  the  inner  bay,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  shore,  aud  consists 
of  a  castellated  tower,  of  one  hondred  feet  diameter,  8iln^br  to  that  on 
Oovenior^s  Island  in  the  harbour  of  New-Yofk,  smrounded  by  an  ex- 
tensive lower  batter}'  of  a  later  date.  The  entire  diameter  is  about 
two  hundred  and  seventy  feet.  The  lower  bncrry  inoujits  thirty  guns, 
varying  in  tlieir  caliber  trora  twenty-lour  to  lorty-iwo  poujula.  From 
the  level  of  the  lower  battery  the  tower  rises  periiaps  thirty  feet ;  tiie 
upper  bettetyoontaining  only  sixteen  guns,  twenty-foor  and  eiffhleen 
ponnders.  The  top  is  paved  with  flagstones,  sloping  towards  the 
centre,  so  that  aU  the  rain  which  falls  on  its  surface  descends  through 
a  gmte  into  an  extensive  reservoir  below,  of  capacity  sufficient  to 
supply  the  garrison  for  six  jiionths.  Merchant-ships  u'^iially  anchor 
between  this  fortress  and  ilie  city.  The  custom-house  aud  dock-yard 
are  on  the  beach. 

Hie  population  of  St.  8aIfador  is  said  to  be  upwards  of  one  hnn- 
'  dred  thousand ;  of  these,  forty  thousand  are  negroes,  and  thirQr  tbon^ 
sand  arc  mtilaltf>r«.  It  is  a  phure  of  considerable  commerce,  cxport- 
-  iiig  cotton,  i?ugar,  colTcc,  tobacco,  lij^niuiiiviia',  mahogany,  satin  and 
tuUp  vvuodii,  gums,  balsams,  medical  routs,  aail  aqua-ardent,  a  sort  of 
nun.  In  return,  they  unport  from  Europe  wine,  (lour,  bacalhao,  but- 
ter, cheese,  salt,  dtc.  From  Africa  they  receive  wax  and  gold-dust, 
IB  exchange  for  coarse-printed  cottons,  spirits,  and  tobacco."  Their 
coasting  tnde  is  aleo  prospevoos,  and  their  inland  conunerce  im* 
jnense. 

The  meat  market  is  miseral)Ie,  the  beef  being  unworthy  of  the  name; 
>vhiie  nmtton,  lamb,  and  veal  are  nearly  unknown.  There  are  uo 
inns  or  boarding  houses ;  strangers  who  choose  to  live  on  shore  nrast 
hire  the  whole  or  port  of  a  hmiae,  and  lunish  it  There  are  soma 
cookshope  or  eating-houses,  which  are  distinguished  b}- 1 1 1  e  Ir  surpassing 
filthiness,  and  a  flag  of  three  colours  over  the  door.  There  are  also 
many  coflee-shops,  which  are  equally  uniittractive. 

In  entering  tiie  harbour,  a  ship  w  ill  have  from  fourteen  to  blxleen 
fathoms  of  water,  within  half  a  nide  of  the  eastern  shore,  deepening 
to  the  weotwaid  to  eighteen  or  twenty  fbthoms,  until  two-Uiirds  across  s 
beyond  which  heavy  ships  ought  not  to  proceed.  To  the  westward 
of  this  are  overfalls,  shoaling  from  fourteen  to  six  and  a  half  fathoms, 
then  deepening  again  to  twelve  $  and  in  some  places,  while  yet  nesirl/ 
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three  miles  east  ui  'i'aporicu^  no  mure  ihan  Uiree  iatiiouis  will  be 
found. 

Yaai  ice&  of  loeks  lie  off  the  eastern  point  of  Taporica,  eiteiidiiig 
irom  the  shore  to  the  distance  of  a  mile.   A  cable's  length  eastward 

of  these,  the  depth  is  six  fatlioms,  rapidly  increasing  to  twelve,  eigh- 
teen, twenty-four,  and  twenty-six  fathoms — soli  muddy  bottom.  An 
ugly  shoal,  perhaps  a  mile  in  length,  lies  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  from  Fort  do  Mar,  in  the  direction  of  west-north-west  three- 
gnaKtefB  west,  on  some  parts  of  which  are  only  three  and  a  half 
fathoms,  at  three-quarters  ebb ;  on  other  |»art8  are  ten  fathoms,  rocky 
bottom.  Around  tliis  shoal,  however,  there  is  good  anchorage.  The 
watering-place  is  at  a  short  distance  from  tiie  south  end  of  the  town, 
between  the  latter  and  Fort  St.  Pedro.  OlT  itic  latter  is  r  slioal  ex- 
tending along-shore,  about  ouc-ihud  ui  a  mile  di:jt,auu  i'ius  wah  the 
place  where  the  English  sloop  of  war  Bonne  CUofmne  grounded,  in 
1813. 

In  approaching  All  Saint*8  Bay  from  the  north,  a  good  berth  musi 

be  given  to  Cape  St.  Antonio,  as  a  sandy  shoal  extrnds  from  it,  in  a 
southerly  direction,  about  five  miles;  having  generaiiy  over  it  from 
three  to  four  fathoms  of  water.  At  the  disuoce  of  six  or  seven  miles, 
tliis  bank  may  be  rounded  in  eight  or  ten  fathoms.  Large  ships 
shonld  therefore  keep  at  this  «Iistance  from  the  point  nntil  the  light- 
house come  on  with  a  donble-spired  convent  which  stands  on  a  bill* 
bearing  nortli  eight  degrees  east ;  or  until  Montserrat  Point  oomes  ^en 
of  Fort  Cabo.  They  should  then  steer  in  this  direction,  giving  Fort 
Cabo  a  berth  of  three  cables*  length,  and  proceed  up  the  harbour. 

Tlie  best  anchorage  for  ships  of  war  in  in  ten  or  twelve  fathoms, 
with  Fort  do  Mar  bearing  north  73^  east,  and  Montserrat  Fort  bearing 
north  28^  west,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  city.  Merchaaw 
▼essek  generally  lie  between  the  city  and  Fort  do  Mar,  near  tlie  spol 
now  occupied  by  the  Tartar. 

Srpfember  Gth. — We  commenced  fdling  water,  and  getting  some 
ironwork  repaired  which  v  e  iiad  carried  away  on  our  passage  out. 
From  the  American  consul  1  received  cvcr^'  aiteiiiion  and  assistance 
that  kindness  and  politeness  could  prompt ;  and  many  of  the  merchants 
imitated  his  example.  I  was  also  very  politely  treated  by  the  officers 
of  government.  Lord  Cochrane,  likewise,  who  was  at  this  time  in 
port,  together  with  his  ofTiccrs,  showed  me  some  marked  civilities. 
Our  repairs  were  soon  completed,  and  the  vessel  well  supplied  with 
water  and  fresh  provisions. 

Si^ember  lOth. — ^Having  taken  leave  of  oiur  friends,  we  weighed 
anchor,  and  got  under  way  on  Friday,  the  10th  of  September,  at  two 
P.  M.,  and  resumed  our  course  to  the  south,  with  light  trade-winds 
from  east  to  east-north-eaal,  and  fair  wTutlin.  On  Sunday,  the  19tli, 
we  lost  tiie  south-cast  trade-winds,  in  laU  26^  30'  S.,  loogl47°  4'  W. 
Variation  7^  13'  easterly. 

September  — On  llie  following  day  we  p;issed  aluug  the  eastern 
shore  of  Aimedo,  an  jiland  near  Su  Catharine's,  the  latter  bemf  a 
pnM%al  islaad  OQ  the  ooaai  of  tho  aomh  pan  of  BrtsiL  Tbeoentro 
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of  die  eiBtm  poim  of  Arrorado  it  in  lat  97^  If  S.,  long.  48" 
W.    At  seTOn  A.  BL  wo  were  close  in  with  the  cast  side  of  St.  Catha- 
tme\  the  north nst  point  of  which  is  in  lal.  27^  9t'  Belong.  48""  84 

W.    Variation  8^  7  easterly. 

'I'iiis  island  presents  a  beautiliii  appearance  wluie  approaching  it 
from  sea.  The  port  or  anchorage  is  easy  of  access,  and  well  sheltered ; 
and  I  would  recommend  An  port,  in  preferenee  to  any  otfier  on  the 
coutt  M  a  etoppmg  place  for  whalemen  and  otfaeia  to  procnre  re* 
freshraeols.  The  loliabitants  are  honest  and  honourable  m  their  deal- 
infH  with  strangers,  not  permittin^^  anv  imposition';  to  he  prnrtisrd  on 
them.  Tlicy  are  friendly  to  all  foreigners,  j  ariiculariy  irom  the 
United  Slates.  IJy  showing  a  dne  defrree  of  puUteness  to  the  gov- 
ernor, captain  of  the  port,  collector,  &.e.,  accompanied  with  a  few 
pfoaents,  a  ship-master  will  aecnre  a  prompt  attention  to  hia  intereata, 
and  find  himself  ultimately  the  gainer.  I  learned  this  fact  by  toneh* 
ing  here  while  I  was  mate  of  the  Wasp,  in  1820.  Wood  and  water 
of  an  excellent  qimlifv  r:m  he  had  here  in  great  abundance;  as  can 
also  provisions  and  Iruit  ot  every  description :  fish  alone  are  scarce. 
Beef,  pork,  fowls,  6lc.  are  very  cheap.  The  climate  is  healtii) ,  the 
harbonr  excellent,  the  inhabitants  liberal  and  aeconimodating. 

The  scenery  in  the  island  of  Bl  Catharine's  is  embellished  by  Its 
steep  and  conical  rodcs,  and  the  wood-covered  mountains  on  the  neig^* 
bourin^  continent,  from  wliich  it  is  separated  by  a  narrow  strait  or  bay. 

Pso thing,"  says  Coniniodore  Porter,  can  exceed  llie  beauty  of  the 
great  bay  to  the  north,  formed  by  the  island  of  Su  Catharine's  and 
the  continent.  There  is  every  variety  to  give  beauty  to  the  scene— 
liandsome  villages,  and  houses  built  around  shores  which  gradually 
ascend  in  mountains,  covered  to  their  summits  with  trees  which  re* 
main  in  constant  rerdure ;  a  climate  always  temperate  and  healthy ; 
small  islands  scattered  here  and  there,  equally  covered  with  verdure ; 
(he  Roil  extremely  piodii'-iive ;  all  comhiiie  to  render  it,  in  appearance, 
the  must  delighilid  couuiiy  ia  the  world."  Tiie  commodore  is  cor- 
rect ;  and  he  might  have  added  that  the  summer  heats  aro  agreeably 
tempered  by  refreshing  breezes  from  the  south-west  and  nofth-east. 
The  former  continue  from  April  to  August;  the  latter  from  Sepilember 
to  March.  This  island  was  at  one  time  covered  w'nh  lofty  trees;  but 
the  most  of  i!:r  in  have  been  cut  down  and  used  in  ship-building.  The 
soil  ia  the  inienor  is  humid  and  very  fertile,  and  an  extraordinary  pro- 
luMou  of  Howers  indicates  a  genial  climate.  The  jessamine  and  the 
rose  are  in  bloom  Uiroughout  the  year. 

In  entering  this  port  from  the  north*  it  is  best  to  steer  between  the 
ishmds  (Jal  and  Arvoredo,  leaving  a  small  rocky  island  on  the  right, 
called  8t.  Pedra  "  The  latter  lies  three  and  a  half  miles  west-rordi- 
wesl  of  Arvoredo.  A  south-south-west  and  south-west-bv-souiii  course 
leads  directly  to  Fort  Santa  Cruz.  The  anciiorage  is  perfectly  safe 
ever>where,  whether  to  the  northward  or  southward  of  the  fort ;  yet 
k  is  better  to  anchor  to  the  soothwardt  *•  well  on  account  of  com* 
munication  with  tlie  town,  as  of  the  vicinity  to  the  village  of  St. 
Jtfignelt  where  the  best  water  is  to  be  procured.  In  coming  to  St. 
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Catharine's  from  the  soutlii  yoa  steer  between  Uie  island  of  Anroredo 
and  that  of  8t»  C^theiintf.  This  passage  is  perfectly  rafe.*** 

Sepitmb&r  H6th, — ^After  leaving  this  island  in  our  wake,  we  pursued 
l!he  8UIMI  eooiM  Unmdt  the  south,  r  afted  along  by  moderate  breezes 
from  north-east  to  north-west,  until  Sunday,  the  26th ;  when,  at  four 
A.  M.,  wc  pnv,-  the  island  of  Lobos,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ln 
Plata,  lyiug  ibur  miles  to  the  south  of  tlie  east  pumt  of  Maldouado, 
which  is  the  northern  boaadary  of  this  gnat  rifer  on  the  eoaat  Its 
sondieni  eoul  bcmidaiy  is  Cape  St.  jkntmuo*  bearing  south-south-west 
one-quarter-west  from  the  eastern  enremity  of  M aldonaikK  Bio  do 

la  Plata's  immrnse  mouth  is,  consequently,  forty-one  leaanps  in  breadth  ; 
though  some  gcoj^raphers  call  the  (listauce  one  hundred  iuul  liUy  miles. 
The  narrow,  rocky  islet  Lobos,  just  mentioned,  is  in  iat.  35"^  1'  30  ' 
S.,  long.  54''  46'  W. 

The  Rio'de  la  Plata  is  a  rim  of  the  first  rank,  being  formed  by 
the  union  of  the  three  great  rivers  Paragnay,  Uragua,  and  F^waaa; 
which  have  themselves  been  previously  nuiimented  by  the  waters  of 
the  Pilcomnyo,  Solado,  Tercero,  and  the  Kio  Grande.  Two  of  these 
rivers  have  their  rise  near  the  two  opposite  coasts  of  South  America; 
from  whence  tlieir  course  is,  unlike  all  other  rivers,  durectly  from  their 
neighbouring  oceans,  into  the  heart  of  the  eoonlry.  The  south-eastern 
sources  of  &e  Parana  are  withm  My  miles  of  the  Atlantic,  while  the 
Pilcomayo  has  its  rise  among  the  Andes,  near  Potosi,  about  the  same 
distance  from  the  Pacific  Ocean.  They  then  flow  towards  each  other, 
nud  uliimaitly  unite  with  many  other  streams  to  form  that  immense 
assemblage  of  waters  named  Hio  de  la  Plata,  which  iiually  changes 
tto  course  and  empties  into  the  Atlantic.  This  river  is  so  wide  at 
Buenos  Ayres,  which  is  two  hundred  miles  inland  from  its  mouth,  that 
the  opposite  shore  is  not  to  be  discerned  from  that  town;  and  at 
Monte  Video,  which  is  nearly  one  hundred  mile--  up  tlic  river,  neither 
ahor«f^  ('An  be  seen  from  a  vessel  in  the  middle  of  the  channel ! 

I  visited  Monte  Video  and  Buenos  A)Tes  in  1819,  while  mate  of  the 
Spanish  bng  St.  Joseph,  Captain  Don  Michael  Juicy,  and  will  in  this 
place  briefly  state  the  result  of  mr  observations  while  ascending  this 
mighty  river,  or  rather  estuary.  Of  course  I  shall  not  attempt  to  giro 
any  sailing  directions,  but  refer  navigators  to  that  excellent  work  en- 
titled i!5c  "  \f  w  Sailing  Directory,**  by  Jolm  Purdy,  Esq.  The  few 
remarks  w  inch  my  avocations  permitted  at  that  time  are  merely  intro- 
duced here  for  the  beneflt  of  the  general  reader. 

Near  the  east  pointof  Ifaldoualo  is  Cape  Santa  Maria,  wMok  Ibrms 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  mouth  of  La  Plata,  and  is  in  lat  84^ 
40'  S.,  long.  04^  0'  30"  W.  On  doubling  this  cape  and  rounding 
Point  Estc,  we  arrived  in  the  Bay  of  Maldonado,  having  passed  the 
Lobos  on  its  north  side.  The  town  of  ^T:ildonado,  which  from  the 
sea  has  no  very  attractive  appearance,  is  buiU  on  the  brow  of  a  sloping 
hilly  two  miles  (rom  the  shore,  and  is  said  to  contain  only  about  000 
dwasand  inhabitants.  We  made  no  stop  here,  hot  kept  on,  in  neariy 
a  wcsteriy  oonnsb  leavmg  a  small  island,  called  Floras,  on  the  star* 
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boaiti  quanrr,  and  passing  Point  Brava,  about  four  leagues  iarther 
west,  until  w  e  unaliy  anchored  iu  four  fathoms  of  water,  about  twa 
niiM  fiom  the  town  of  Monte  Video»  whiefa  is  titnated  on  tlie  nottb 
bank  of  this  gnat  river,  about  aii^  aulas  from  its  moutii,  in  lat.  34^ 
M'  6m  long.  56""  W  W.«  being  abom  one  bondred  and  twenQr  niiae 
east  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

Moivte  Video,  whicli  is  ihe  rnphnl  oi'  a  republic  bearing  ilie  same 
appellation,  c^teudiug  from  Rio  de  la  lUata  to  the  southern  boundary 
of  Brazil,  dcrivaa  ita  naaM  fimn  a  mountain  in  the  Yieimtjr  of  tbe  port, 
cm  which  is  a  lighthouse,  built  on  a  gentle  ascent,  and  fortified.  This 
city  waa  buUt  by  a  Spanish  colony  from  Buenos  Ayres,  and  was  for 
a  long  time  a  bone  of  contention  between  Spain  and  Portrirn!.  "When 
Buenos  Ayres  at  last  threw  ofl'  the  Spanish  yoke,  the  ikaziiian  gov- 
ernment seized  on  that  evem  as  a  pretext  lor  taking  forcible  possession 
of  Monte  Video.  It  was  recovered  by  tbe  republicaae,  m  18]4»  after 
a  long  siege,  and  again  letakeo  by  the  Braciuana,  in  18SI.  In  18S8 
it  beone  what  it  now  is,  by  treaty. 

The  streets  of  the  city  are  wide,  'Jtmijrht,  and  well  pnvcd.  The 
}ioii'=;es  are  genenilly  of  one  story,  with  flat  roofs;  the  priiici])al  build- 
ing of  the  place  being  a  cathedral.  The  climate  is  said  lo  be  moist> 
agitated  by  frequent  btorms  in  tlie  i>ummer ;  and  the  cold  is  generally 
nefcre  in  the  winter  aiontba  of  Jime,  Joly,  and  August.  It  ia,  how- 
crar,  considered  the  beat  port  in  the  La  Plata,  and  an  cxtensife  trade 
is  earned  on  in  tallow,  ox-hides,  and  salt  beef.  Their  importa  are 
manufactured  goods,  cotlee,  sugar,  4tc.  The  population  has  been  va- 
riously estimated,  and  is,  perhaps,  about  littcen  ihou'^and  ;  consisting 
of  Spaniards,  Creoles,  and  slaves.  Tlie  town  has  been  greatly  injured 
by  dtiSTerent  sieges  and  conteeta. 

The  catde  are  very  abundant  m  the  interior,  grasing  on  the  plaina 
of  Monte  Video,  and  are  of  larger  nize  than  thoee  in  the  neighbour* 
Jiood  S  ilrinrincn,  in  old  Spain,  which  are  sntd  to  be  the  larcrest  in 
lhat  couniiy.  They  are  as  U'^eful  to  the  inh;  ^ifM-its  as  the  reindeer 
or  camel  to  the  Lapiaaderi»  or  Arabs.  Indc  ju  luJi  iit  ol"  their  flesh  and 
ludes,  cups,  spoons,  combs  and  pitchers  are  made  ol  their  horns,  whUe 
aoap  and  eandlea  are  obtamed  from  their  ulhiw.  The  wild  oxen  are 
eaaUy  tamed,  and  might  become  a  soorce  of  wealth  in  the  handa  of  a 
more  industrious  people 

From  the  town  of  Monte  M<lco,  or,  as  some  call  it,  the  city  of  St. 
Philip,  to  Buenos  Ayres,  the  course  is  fmm  sotith-M cr^t  to  west-north- 
west, varying  occasionally  tu  accommodate  circumstances,  'i'he  de- 
Bcending  current  nms  at  Uie  rate  of  about  three  miles  an  hour,  though 
some  have  reported  that  they  Annd  ita  velocity  to  be  twiee  that  amonnt. 
At  the  rtver'a  month,  indeed,  the  eonent  is  so  rapid  as  to  freshen  the 
water  for  some  distance  in  the  ocean. 

Buenos  Avros  whs  roinidfd  in  1535,  hv  Don  Pedro  Mendoza,  who 
gave  it  that  nann'  mi  a 'count  ot  the  salubrity  of  its  climate.  It  is 
built  in  the  nucldle  of  a  plam,  on  the  south  side  of  tiie  hvcr  1*1  aia,  about 
aeventy  leagues  ftom  ita  month,  nd  ia  m  lat.  S4^  3^8.,  long.  06*81' 
W,  The  situatiott  is  very  agreeable  and  healthy,  the  temperature  of 
tbe  atmosphere  being  neaiiy  the  same  thfoughoni  the  year.  It  is  so 
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moist,  however,  Uiat  the  iloors  oi  liie  rooms  exposed  to  ihe  south  are 
•IwaT*  damp;  and  walls,  having  the  aaaie  ai^iect»  are  cowred  wkk 
BMaa»  and  the  roofs  with  grass.  This  hnmidUy*  it  secnM^  ia  not  at 
aJl  piefiidicial  to  liealih  in  Uiat  climate* 

There  is  no  harbour  at  Rnfnos  Ayres,  nor  even  so  mwh  ;!s  n  mole 
or  wharf  to  facilitato  the  l;iu(liuo;of  boats.  Ships  of  any  burthen  can 
only  approach  wiihiu  eight  miles  of  the  town,  where  they  ancliur  in 
what  IS  called  the  outer  road.  Smaller  Teasels  proceed  three  or  four 
milea  farther,  and  anchor  in  the  inner  load,  which  la  nnich  nearer  the 
eitj.  The  cargoes  are  taken  gv.i  by  lifters  or  hosts,  and  are  con- 
Tcyed  on  shore  through  a  little  river  or  chnnnpl  callptl  Rio  Chuelo, 
where  the  BMTchandise  is  put  into  carts,  and  conveyed  to  its  place  oi 
destination. 

When  viewed  from  the  anchorage,  the  city  has  a  stately  and  even 
a  wagwHiwt  sHwaiance ;  althon^  it  lies  low,  as  the  flat  on  which  it 
is  bvut  is  only  about  etglMmn  feet  abore  the  level  of  the  water.  The 
honses  too,  in  general,  are  very  low,  many  of  ihem  having  no  more 

than  a  ^ound-floor,  with  a  flat  roof.  Thrv  ^ro  mostly  built  of  brick 
or  ch:i!k.  nnd  plasff^red  on  the  outside.  Hut  ihc  lofty  domes  of  rclt^^ious 
edifices,  rising  in  bold  relief  aganist  the  sky,  produce  a  very  imposing 
effect.  The  most  elevated  of  xXieae  are  the  cathedral,  St.  Ali^el,  St. 
Domingo,  St.  Frandsoo,  St.  Merced,  Ac  The  citadel,  which  mdndea 
the  govenioi'a  palace,  stands  upon  the  shore,  at  the  bank  of  the  river, 
^i*m*i>g  one  Slide  of  the  great  square,  opposite  to  which  stands  the 
town-hall ;  the  cathedral  and  episcopal  pahre  form  the  other  two  sides 
of  the  square,  in  the  centre  of  which  a  public  market  is  held  daily. 

The  city  is  built  with  great  regularity,  the  streets  being  straight  and 
broad,  bordered  with  raiMd  footpaths  on  each  side,  like  those  of  the 
United  States.  These  footpaths  are  paved,  bat  owing  to  the  great 
scarcity  of  Stone,  the  carriage-ways  in  the  middk  are  M  unpaved. 
There  are  several  handsome  squares  which  at  once  adorn  the  city 
and  promote  its  health.  Most  of  the  honses  are  furnished  with  a  large 
couri-ynrd  ami  a  narden.  Among  the  pul)lic  buildings,  besides  those 
already  nRiuiont  ii,  are  four  monasteries,  two  nunneries,  two  hospitals, 
foyal  chapel,  college,  pablie  library  of  twenty  thousand  v<^umes, 
scAdemy,  eight  public  schools,  and  twelve  or  fifteen  churches.  Seve- 
ral of  these  buildings  are  large  and  splendid. 

Many  of  the  inhabitants  have  country-seats,  called  f/i/tnfo^,  where 
are  produced  all  kinds  of  fruit  and  vegetables ;  among  wlucii  peaches 
are  said  to  be  remarkably  abundant.  Melons  are  also  plenty  and 
cheap.  Among  the  other  fruits  are  grapes,  apples,  pears,  ligs,  necta- 
rines, pomegranates,  quinces,  apricots,  oranges,  and  lemoos.  ConnnOD 
garden  vegetables,  with  the  ezeeption  of  potatoes,  are  sold  in  the  mar* 
kct,  but  not  very  cheap,  as  the  priee  of  labour  is  high.  Generally 
speaking,  the  environs  of  the  city  are  well  cultivated,  furnishing  all  the 
necessaries  and  many  of  the  Itiviiries  of  life  in  abundance.  Their 
wine  has  to  be  brought  lioni  iSpaiti  or  IMendoza ;  the  latter  is  a  city 
uf  Cordova,  iu  the  United  Troviuces  of  La  Plata,  at  the  foot  of  the 
Andea,  on  one  of  the  sonrees  of  the  Gokfado. 

Tbe  nosi  expensive  aitide  ai  Bocnos  Ayres  is  firewood;  whidiin 
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tbe  case  also  at  Monte  Video;  as  in  the  nciehbourhood  of  these 
c^es  there  are  no  forest-trees,  and  only  a  few  uinibe  that  are  hardly 
at  for  loel.  All  their  timber  for  buildmg  hooeei  wd  repaifiog  ahipe* 
eomes  from  Paraguay  in  rafts.  There  is  a  great  trade  carried  od  heie 
in  ox-hides  and  tallow ;  their  eipofte  and  ioapoito  being  the  same  ae 
those  of  Monte  Video. 

The  population  of  Buenos  Ayres  is  about  seventy  thousand,  not 
more  than  cue-fourth  of  which  are  whites ;  the  rest  being  aegroes, 
^idiaiiet  vad  Tarious  mixtmee  of  blood.  Tlie  inhahitante  were  among 
the  first  in  the  Spanish  proTineea  that  distlngubhed  thenuelvee  in  tlie 
cntise  of  independence.  Their  republican  era  commenced  on  the 
2d'.h  of  May,  1810.  Four  years  previous,  in  1806,  it  was  conquered 
by  a  llniish  siju  idron,  under  Admiral  Popham  and  General  Beressford. 
Soon  uiierward^  die  ciuztiis,  iiaving  recovered  from  their  panic,  attacked 
their  mYaders  by  anrprise,  and  made  a  great  alaughter  among  them* 
In  the  following  year  Whitelock  and  Crawford  came  over  with  rein- 
ibroements.  They  were  permitted  to  enter  the  city  onmoleetedi  and 
consii!pre(!  their  expedition  cro^vned  with  sucross,  ^  lien  the  citizens 
attacked  tiiem  so  suddenly,  and  with  sueh  resisiicss  lury,  that  a  third 
part  of  the  Englisii  were  destro)  ed.  The  remainder  were  glad  to 
make  a  trace ;  and  ui  February,  1825,  England  aeknowledged  thdr 
indmndenee  by  treaty,  as  the  United  States  had  already  done. 

Tub  river  La  Plata  was  first  discovered  by  Juan  Dias  de  Salis,  in 
the  year  1616,  and  was  for'somc  time  called  the  river  Salis,  after 
his  own  name.  In  sailing  up  this  arm  of  the  sea,  he  o^H-erved  some 
Indian  tents  on  the  shore,  and  imprudently  landed  with  tea  men,  who 
were  all  nnurdered  by  the  savages.  It  was  afterward  called  Rw  de  la 
Ptata,  or  the  *'Biver  of  Silver,**  from  the  g|reat  quantity  of  that  metal 
found  by  those  who  first  viaited  the  countries  adjacent  to  its  banks. 
These  banks  are  sometunes  overflowed,  like  those  of  the  Nile,  w  hich 
renders  them  verj'  fertile  in  every  thing  but  timber.  Its  waters,  w  hicii 
abound  with  fish  of  varioits  kinds,  are  clear,  sweet,  and  wholesome  ; 
and  the  couutrv  on  each  side  is  well  tenanted  by  birds  of  a  beautil'ul 
plumage,  which  build  their  neata  in  the  ahxnbbeiy.  Near  the  entrance 
of  this  river,  bearing  BOUth«eaat  from  the  eaatem  point  of  Maldonado, 
ia  the  island  of  Lobos  before  mentioned,  near  wtiich  I  left  the  Tartar 
in  ordrr  to  make  t!ie  ;ibovc  digression. 

On  liiuUng  that  there  wpro  ;drendy  mm  stationed  on  iliis  island  for 
the  pur[)ij;-e  of  taking  lur-fcoals.  I  com  ludrd  not  to  :^to}i.  but  to  shape 
our  course  Uiieci  for  the  I'aiklaud  Istiaiids,  Uavuig  a  liue  breeze  from 
liiorth-north-weat,  and  fair  weather. 

October  7IA. — Nothmg  material  occurred  on  the  paaaage,  nnless  a 
few  strong  breezes  ana  moderate  gales,  from  various  points  of  the 
compass,  can  be  called  so,  until  Thursday,  the  7th  of  October,  when, 
at  six  A.  M.,  we  cast  anchor  in  Shallop  Cove,  a  place  already  familiar 
to  tiie  reader,  on  the  east  side  of  New  Island,  in  three  laihouis  of. 
water.* 

'  *  r.n  ad  i.  I. on  10  whai  Is  said  of  these  islands  in  the  first  voyag*",  it  may  n'>t  be  improper  fOutAteltl 
I'hiM  piarc  the  foTemment  of  Bueno*  Avres  look  poMeMioii  of  Uie  whole  gr>juj>  m  18^0 ;  but 
tUy  MUi  reawincd  <mm  Sir  KtUnf  •Upt  oi  all  MtUma.  until  a  rauU  colony  from  Bueno*  A}TO« 
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This  place  is  only  fit  for  small  vessels,  and  requires  no  other  direc- 
tions for  entering  the  harbour  than  to  keep  clear  of  the  kelp.  There 
is  a  small  round  island  lyin^  off  the  mouth  of  the  cove,  which  may 
be  P*Mfd,  on  either  side,  within  a  hundred  jrards,  with  safety.  For 
fianer  information,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  affecting  and  instructive 
narrative  of  Captain  Charlrs  Barnard,  of  New- York,  which  work 
eontains  the  only  correct  chart  of  these  islands  that  has  ever  been 
published ;  it  being  the  result  of  his  own  actual  surveys,  made  with 
much  care,  labour,  and  accuracy.  lu  my  first  voyage,  tfic  reader  will 
neoUect,  I  made  an  allnsion  to  this  gentlema&*s  mifferings  from  the 
tieaehery  of  a  ahipwreclced  crew,  who  left  hun  to  perish  on  a  desolate 
island ;  I  now  mention  him  again,  in  order  to  impress  on  the  minds  of 
all  who  condescend  to  peruse  these  pages  a  due  sense  of  the  worth 
of  this  meritorious  and  enterprising  American  navigator,  who  has  done 
much  for  his  country,  by  promoting  its  nautical  science  and  commercial 
prosperity.  May  he  yet  be  rewarded  by  the  munificence  of  those  whose 
mtevests  he  has  been  instramental  hi  adTaneing. 

Immediately  on  our  arrival  at  New  Island,  after  propeily  BHWriiig 
the  vessel,  &c.,  about  eight  A.  M.  all  hands  were  set  to  work  in  gather- 
ing the  eggs  of  aquatic  birds  from  the  same  rookery  mentioned  in  the 
former  voyage,  on  the  west  side  of  the  island:  Tlic  result  of  our 
labours  iu  this  particular  pursuit  was  twenty-five  barrels  of  fresh  eggs, 
wbM&  we  eareftdly  salted  down.  Doring  the  period  of  ten  days 
which  we  spent  hero,  about  two  hondred  and  fifty  fat  geese  and  teal 
were  shot ;  and  several  for-seals  were  taken.  We  also  repaired  the 
sails,  stowed  the  hold  anew,  and  took  in  a  fresh  supply  of  water. 

October  16th. — On  Saturday,  at  4  P.  M.,  the  schooner  Yankee,  Cap- 
tain Thayer,  arrived  from  New- York ;  as  line  a  vessel  of  her  class,  and 
as  well  fitted  oat,  as  any  that  ever  passed  Sandy  Hook  hghthouse  on 
a  sealing  expedition.  On  the  following  day,  the  Tartar  \Si  the  Fallc* 
land  Islands,  and  we  shaped  omr  course  for  the  Strait  of  Magellan, 
with  the  wind  from  south-south-west,  attended  with  snow-squalls. 
Indeed,  we  had  experienced  more  or  less  snow  ereiy  day  while  lying 
at  New  Island. 

October  22</. — It  was  on  Sunday,  the  17th,  at  2  P.  INI.,  that  we  left 
New  Island,  and  the  wind  contmued  from  south-south-west  to  weqi- 
nordi-west,  generally  accompanied  with  snow  and  hail,  untfl  Fiiday« 
the  22d;  on  which  day,  at  7  P.  M.,  we  saw  Qneen  Catharine's 

Foreland,  bearing  wesi-by-north,  distant  seven  leagues.  On  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  at  eight  A.  M.,  we  were  within  the  eastern  entrance 
of  the  Strait  of  Magellan,  and  the  point  just  mentioned  was  two  leagues 
beh'md  us,  bearuig  cast-by-south.    Fair  weather. 

« 

to  gixt  bimaeir  aim.  and  insult  the  captains  of  aeallnff  Teaaela  tnm  the  United  Stales, 
fcrbiddin.!!  th«m  to  ponnw  the  business  amoRC  those  Manda.  In  ISSt  he  ereo  presomed  to  captare 
•ereral  oi  ihem,  one  of  which,  belonf  ing  to  Stonlncton,  Cl.,  was  token  under  etrcinnstances  which 
rvndrmi  the  art  sabsianiiall;  piratical.  On  reeeivrnf  intdlifMice  of  this  unwarranted  affreaoioa, 
ItiT  Pmiitmt  nf  ihn  TTnim  ntii—  itMiilirt  llw  iianiin>l  i  ni  n  iin  I  nitiiipnn  rsrii'n  Duncan,  to 
mmavm  mUm  aWM  tai  ttat  mu.  ni  lo  iilwHii  cTetY  plnuical  spoUation  that  might  baro 
MMiMMMid.  OviitoDnenanl«i<tt  Uw  rwklaad  liteidsM  ite 
tmmwummrjmmmm  iwtroytd  the  sataMiahnirot  ofVemei,  aadtaakawav  Ite  American  prav«ty 
ftmd  la  his  possession  ;  at  the  same  time  tnnkin;  a  priiwner  of  "his  little  ledlety.'*  On  ttM 
■ntral  of  ihu  news  at  Burno*  AyrM.aiiexirf  ordinary  esciiement  pnTsiled  ;  and  that  fom— Wft» 
•t  one  lime,  srrioaslr  roiiKmpljtpd  ni.ikiit|{  repnivals  on  Atuencan  ritiieiM  and  that  pMfHlf. 
This  aMr  li  B0W  noder  a  traia  of  aajusimeu*  and  the  rasuli,  of  course,  oM  yet  toiwa. 
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OctoUr  2itL — We  continued  plying  to  Uie  westward,  and  ou  Sat- 
urday, the  29dt  at  midnight,  passecl  tM  Nsnowa.  Oa  the  following 
moniiog,at  1  A.  M.,  we  came  to  aaanebor  on  the  east  aide  o(  Quarter- 
master's Island,  in  fotnr  fitthoms  of  water,  mnddy  bottom.  At  four 
A.  M.      again  got  tinder  way,  with  the  wind  firom  weaHiorth-weiCt 

blowing  a  single-reef  breeze. 

October  2QtL — Ou  i'uesday,  die  twenty-sixtli,  at  three,  A.  M.,  we 
anchored  in  Port  Famine,  in  four  fathoms  of  water,  muddy  bottom.  At 
six,  A*  sent  all  hands  on  shore  to  eol  wood  aadeolleet  wild  eelety. 
Many  otlier  plants  were  also  procured,  which  furnished  a  fine  mess  of 
greens  f  r  officers  and  crew.  We  lay  licre  three  days,  during  which 
time  I  li.id  Irequcnt  iniervicws  with  the  natives,  who  appeared  as  in- 
ofTenisive  aiiU  as  wretched  as  ihey  are  represented  in  my  former  voyaf^e. 
Ou  Wedne&day  diid  i'tiur&dav  wc  were  via^iied  by  heavy  fails  of  rain. 

October  81#<.— We  got  under  way  on  Friday,  the  iwenty-aindi,  with 
the  wind  from  west-south-west,  and  the  weather  fitir.  After  leaviDg 
P(Nt  Famine  and  passing  Cape  Froward,  we  assiduously  plied  to  the 
westward,  nigfit  and  day,  until  Simdnv,  t!ip  tliirty-first,  when,  at  four, 
A.  M.,  we  passed  Cape  Pillar,  die  bouihern  boundary  of  the  west  en- 
trance to  MagcUan^s  Strait,  with  a  iresh  breeze  from  south-west.  At 
eight,  A.  M.,  the  cape  bora  eaat^ooth-eaat,  diatani  seven  leagues. 

Novembtr  8lA.— On  Bfonday,  the  fim  of  November,  at  nine,  P.  M., 
the  wind  veered  round  to  the  north-west,  bloMring  a  strong  breexe,wiih 
heavy  falls  of  rain,  and  contiMued  from  north-north-west  to  west,  until 
the  -Slouday  following,  Novcn^ht  r  ;  when,  at  six,  A.  M.,  wc  sa^v 
(';ipc  Three  Mouulain^>,  bcaruig  east-north-east,  distant  four  leagues; 
u  iad  iroiB  west-by-south,  and  fair  weather.  The  shore  of  the  Penin- 
sula of  Tree  Monies,  from  the  cape  to  Point  Taitaohaohnon,  rana  in 
the  direction  of  nonh-by-west  half-weeu 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  in  the  pfeeediog  I'oyage  I  examined  the 
ea^^tcrn  coast  of  Patagonia,  from  Cape  Corricnlcs  to  T'apc  Virgin,  and 
furuialied  sailing  directions  from  tliencc  to  Cape  Horn ;  also  fur 
doubling  thai  cape,  and  steering  to  llic  wesieni  entrance  of  Magellan's 
Strait  From  thence  I  inspected  the  western  coast  of  South  America 
aa  far  north  as  Point  Taitaohaohuon,  which  is  the  north-western  point 
of  the  penuisula  of  Tree  Monies.  From  the  last-mentioned  point  the 
shore  of  this  peninsula  turns  suddenly  to  the  eastward,  opening  to  view 
an  extenj^ivc  group  of  sniull  islands,  lying  near  the  north-west  extrem- 
ity of  llic  [)einnsula  of  Thrf  c  Mountauis.  Hair-seals  in  great  numbers 
resort  to  these  islands  lor  the  usual  purposes  of  bringing  funh  dieir 
voung,  shedding  their  coats,  d^c,  as  described  in  my  mimer  voyage. 
Here,  however,  they  are  veiy  wild,  and  not  eaaily  taken,  ezceplinthe 
^  pupping  season  at  which  time  the  hair-lions  (as  the  males  are 
called)  will  ruadlly  sacrifice  their  Uvea  in  defence  of  their  **eoDjugal 
partners  and  helpless  ollspring." 

When  attacked  by  the  crew  of  a  sealing  vessel,  ilic  lions  wUl  not 
allow  die  females  to  abandon  ihcir  yoimg,  even  to  preserve  tlieir  own 
lives.  Under  aoeh  eirenmsiaaces  I  have  frequently  seen  the  female 
attempt  to  make  her  escape ;  sometimes  with  a  pup  in  her  mouth,  as  a 
eat  euries  off  her  kitten.  But  the  amle^  which  is  twice  the  aise  of  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


Not.]         pe^'insula  of  three  mouktains.  •  isr 

femalei  wduU  mstandy  seize  the  retrefttmg  moiiker  by  dM  baek,  and  hf 
ifae  nratcnlar  force  of  his  powcrM  jaws*  throw  her  from  four  to  ten 

feel  on  the  upland.  Here  slie  would  lie  <\ovm  in  despair,  take  her 
suckling  to  her  breast,  and  "with  eyes  niininr;^  t  oars,"  meekly  await 
the  iucvitnblc  death-blow.  Even  in  the  agoiues  of  death,  their  con- 
vulsive elibris  are  solely  diiecied  to  the  proiectiou  of  their  young. 

•Maternal  lore '  how  woiiderfiil  (he  lie  ' 

What  {>o\vcr  can  sever— wlmt  dcinroy  the  cord ' 
Ti*  Arc  (livine  -'iiH  kiiidlcii  (rom  on  high. 
And  emanates  trom  oature's  MTerei^a  Lord.' 


CHAPTER  U. 

Peninfala  de  Tim  Montef,  and  the  aljaeeat  Islands — NativM  of  tfa^  CoMt^B«M* 

ficial  Eflects  of  foreign  Missionaries,  pr  im  'ing  the  Interest'^  nf  rcunmerce — A 
new  Field  ba  Miaaionai^  Labours— Arclii^lago  of  Chonos — Iblaud  of  Ghiloe-— 
NatanI  Ftadnetkwu^^TWii  of  St  Cnrlo*— Religion,  Character,  and  Maanm 
of  the  Inhabitants — Dress  of  the  Females — Employinont=\  Accomplislimeat:., 
and  AmusomeoUi — Equestrian  Ejcexcises — Mode  of  Mounting  their  Horses — 
Ponchos  and  Hammocks^The  adjaoaot  Coontiy— >IHi«etiioaii  ibr  Entering  the 
Port. 

The  group  of  smail  islands  which  lie  near  tlie  nortli-wcstein  ex- 
tremity of  the  peninsula  of  'I'liree  Moimtains  aflbrds  many  fine  harbours 
(as  does  also  the  peninsula  itself),  which  ships  of  any  size  may  ap- 
proach with  aafety  by  daylight,  if  the  weather  be  tolerably  clear. 
Wood  and  water  may  be  had  here  with  very  little  labour.  Sealers 
frequent  the  shores  of  these  i^ilands,  ns  they  do  the  v/hnle  coast  from 
hence  to  Cape  Horn ;  and  right  whales,  during  the  caiviiig  seasoDf  are 
iound  in  all  the  priuL-ipal  bays  in  great  abundance. 

The  navigator  among  these  iblands  need  not  be  appreiiensive  of  any 
bidden  dangers,  as  every  thing  shows  itself  in  the  daytime ;  neilher 
need  he  have  any  fears  as  regards  the  natives  of  this  coast ;  as  I  hare 
had  communications  with  thousands  of  them,  and  eaa  Toneh  for  their 
being  a  harmless,  inofTcnsive  race.  They  arc  inqnisitive,  tractable, 
and  would  rcatlily  receive  instruction.  Could  they  be  blessed  with  thu 
same  advantages  from  the  labours  of  missionaries  which  tiie  natives 
of  the  Sandwich  Islands  have  enjoyed,  they  would  soon  become 
equally  civilized,  intelligent,  and  moral.  They  are  fit  subjects  for 
such  instniciion. 

In  this  place  I  beg  lenvr  >o  detain  tlic  reader  by  another  short  di- 
gression^ to  show  that  the  restilt^  of  missionary-  labours  abroad  have 
been  misrepresented,  misunderstood,  and  much  underrated.  Among 
the  native  islanders  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  the  good  tliey  have  done  is  in- 
calculable. I  consider  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  peraons  who  hsve  visited 
these  islands  in  the  character  of  religious  missionaries,  as  the  bene- 
factor*!,  not  of  the  natives  merely,  but  of  the  human  rare.  I  shnl!  not 
allude  to  what  spiritnaJ  hmcfits  they  may  liave  conferred  on  those 

whom  they  have  been  instrumental  in  turning       paganism  to  Chris- 
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tianit^jbat  1  rest  their  defence  on  the  good  they  hare  done  to  the  cause 
of  civilization,  science,  and  commerce.  T}ieyha\  e  opened  new  chan- 
nels for  lucrative  trade,  which  were  iormeriy  ciobed  by  tiie  ierocity  of 
cannibals.  They  have  extended  a  knowledge  of  literature  and  the 
aiefol  arts  to  countries  where  they  were  never  before  hnowii,  and  may 
he  said  to  have  created  new  countries  of  civilized  men. 

If  commerce  be  a  blessing  to  the  world — and  who,  nt  this  day,  is 
bold  enough  to  deny  it  ? — then  the  missionaries  to  the  Faciiic  islands 
have  done  much  to  prom  oie  its  interests,  and  have  thereby  added  much 
to  the  sum  of  human  prosperity  and  happiness. 

Let  US  then  do  justice  to  the  misBionaries,  and  bid  them  God-epeed. 
If  they  have  merely  canaed  two  blades  of  grass  to  grow  where  but 
one  grew  before,  they  deserve  the  ap])robation  of  the  world.  They 
cannot  act  from  selfish  motives  when  they  voluntarily  submit  to  so 
many  privations,  suflerings,  dansrers,  even  death  itself,  to  benefit  others. 
They  leave  the  comforts  of  home,  the  associations  uf  their  early  years, 
wivea  and  chOdreni  country,  lucrative  situations,  and  expoae  theni> 
aelvea  to  all  the  dangers  of  the  aea,  to  the  fatigues  of  a  long  voyage — 
to  war,  pestilence,  and  famine.  And  all  for  what  ?  Not  to  acquire 
worldly  riches  for  themselves  or  their  frionds  ;  but  to  impart  what  they 
conceive  to  be  spiritual  riches  to  8traii;^<  rs  and  savages.  To  cause 
them  to  pursue  the  path  wliich  leads  to  iiappmess,  and  to  teach  tlieni 
that  all  madund  are  their  brethren,  and  that  they  must  no  more  mas- 
saeie  tfie  white  men  who  viait  their  islands,  hut  treat  them  with  hospi- 
iality  and  kindness. 

This  the  missionaries  have  done — this  they  continue  to  do — and 
every  ship-master  should  say,  God  prosper  their  labours,  unless  indeed 
he  prefer  to  obtain  refreslwnenls  for  u  starvmg  crew  by  force  of  arms. 
But  all  ships  have  not  sulUcient  arms  or  men  to  force  ajanding  against 
thousands  of  ferocious  savages  with  poisoned  weapons.  There  have 
been  instances  where  the  ship*s  company,  officers  and  aU|  have  been 
too  much  weakened  and  emaciated  by  famine  and  scurvy  to  maintain 
a  contest  with  savaiics.  Such  have  either  perished  with  hunger.  Off 
became  themselves  the  food  of  cannibals. 

'  Such  instances  certainly  have  been,  and  these  islands  are  still  in- 
habited  by  the  descendants  of  the  same  people.  What  force  of  arms 
could  not  effect,  the  gentle  manners  and  inild  persuasions  of  piooa 
missionaries  have  accomplished.  No  sooner  does  a  ship  stop  there 
noir,  than  the  inliabitnnts  vie  with  each  other  in  acts  of  kindness  and 
hospitality.  The  host  their  country  aiTords  is  oll'ered,  and  freely 
offered,  to  rclrcsih  the  wearied  and  weailier-beaten  mariners,  whom 
they  meet  on  the  beach ;  aud,  aimed  with  nothing  but  smiles  of  wel* 
eome,  inquire  their  wants.  Here  the  stranger  can  eat  and  drink,  and 
sleep  in  perfect  securi^,  under  perhaps  the  same  roof  beneath  which 
human  flesh  was  once  an  article  of  food.  "VVf.o  fi-ve  eflVfttcd  this 
wonderful  change  in  the  short  period  of  one  generation?  I  auswCTt 
this  is  the  work  of  missionaries.  God  bless  them! 
'  There  is  still  an  extensive  field  open  for  such  useful  labotu^,  where 
results  equally  beneficial,  in  many  respects,  could  not  fail  of  bemgpio- 
daced.  •*  The  harvest  trdy  ia  plenty,  but  the  laboureia  are  few.** 


Digitized  by  Google 


masBmjL  m  tres  moiites.  i^q 

The  western  coast  of  South  America,  from  Magellan's  Strait  to  Port 
Valdivia,  deserves  the  attention  of  missionary  societies.  Here  the 
natives  are  living  in  the  most  wretched  condition  that  can  well  be  con- 
ceived, in  ouc  uf  tlie  finest  countries  in  the  world.  The  arts  of  civili- 
salion,  partieiilaily  that  of  agricdtiire,  with  a  tnie  knowledge  of  praeti* 
cal  leligioOf  would  make  them  a  happy  and  a  grateful  people ;  and  aft 
die  same  time  open  a  lucrative  trade  that  would  prove  beneficial  to  all 
parties.  This  country  is  claimed  by  no  civilized  nation,  the  Rptiniards 
never  having  extended  their  conquests  south  of  the  archipelago  of 
Chonos,  or  Chiloe. 

1  Let  us  now  retnm  to  the  noithem  coast  of  the  penmsnla  de  Trea 
MoBtes,  from  which  we  shall  shortly  proceed  to  the  archipelago  joat 
named.   About  twenty  miles  to  the  noith-east  of  Taitaohaohoon  Point* 

keeping  the  mninland  on  board,  there  is  a  fine  bay,  with  a  spacious 
entrance  thai  rmnot  be  missed,  and  a  harbour  tliat  aftbrds  good 
anchorage.  It  is  slieltcred  at  the  entrance  by  several  small  islands, 
which  completely  landlock  the  port,  one  island  jutting  past  another. 
In  entering  ibis  hari>oiirt  there  is  no  danger  more  than  a  cable's  length 
fiom  shore,  tlie  usual  depth  of  water  being  twenty  fathoms  between 
the  islands.  When  once  inside,  a  ship  may  choose  Iter  anchorage  in 
from  twenty  to  five  fathoms.  We  anchored  on  the  south-west  side  of 
the  port,  in  four  fatlioms,  mud  and  clay  bottom. 

The  surrounding  land  is  much  elevated,  and  tlic  woods  near  the 
water-aide  are  of  sn  immense  growth,  and  almost  impenetrable^  The 
timber  b  oak,  birch,  beech,  redwood,  and  a  kind  of  bastard  cedar, 
which  grows  perfectly  straight  to  a  great  height,  and  is  very  tongiu 
I  obsen'ed  another  species  of  wood,  resembling  fustic,  but  tried  no 
experiments  to  dLtermine  its  qualities  as  a  die-wood.  The  groves  and 
forests  are  rendered  vocal  by  many  diiVerenl  kinds  of  birds  of  variegated 
plumage.  On  the  plains  and  uplands  are  plenty  of  deer,  which  are 
▼ery  tame,  and  may  be  had  for  the  shooting,  with  Tcry  little  traTelling. 
I  have  singled  out  an  individual  among  a  large  herd  of  these  animals* 
not  more  than  forty  yards  distant  from  me.  On  hearing  the  report  of 
the  ^m,  and  seeing  their  companion  fall,  the  sunivors  would  stand  in 
tiupid  amazement,  watching  my  motions  as  I  reloaded  the  musket.  A 
second  shot  appeared  to  increase  their  astonishment,  but  excited  no 
alarm.  A  third,  fourth,  and  fUih  were  attended  with  similar  efiects* 
But  when  they  heard  the  sixth  report,  and  beheld  half  a  dozen  of  the 
herd  lifeless  or  strugulitig  on  the  ground,  they  awoke  from  their  be- 
wildered dream,  and  phingcd  iiiio  the  forest. 

November  15M. — Afier  carrfully  examining  tlic  cluster  of  islands 
near  the  peninsula  so  often  mentioned,  wiiliour  findincv  any  fur-seals, 
we  sot  under  way  on  Monday,  the  fifteenth,  and  btccrijd  to  liic  north- 
ward. Between  this  peninsiua  and  the  main,  to  which  it  is  joined  by 
the  little  nthmns  of  Ofqui,  is  a  narrow  bay  or  gulf,  of  which  the  isth* 
jnus  is  the  southern  boundary.  From  its  entrance  on  the  north,  the 
coast  of  Clioaos  on  the  main  tends  more  easterly  to  the  river  Rabudos, 
forming  a  hollow  curve,  where  commences  the  Gulf  of  Chonos  and 
iiuaytecas,  in  the  waters  of  which  are  scattered  those  islands  which 
have  given  it  the  appellation  of  the  archipelago  of  Chiloe  and  Ctaioa* 
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We  first  passed  a  multitude  of  small  islands,  a  number  of  ^vhioliare 
inhabited  by  the  Indians  Irom  tjie  continent  The  soil  appears  to  be 
richly  spread  over  these  islauds,  wluch  produce  an  abundance  of  vege- 
tablet*  It  is 8aid,howeTer, that  ia  tfaejmr  1797, at  tfaetuneof  i graal 
eaithqoakft  in  the  iilaod  of  Chiloe,  iliese  were  to  thickly  ootreied  idth 
eahes,  perhape  from  a  Toleanic  eruption,  as  ta  destroy  almost  eveiy 
species  of  vegetation  for  a  period  of  thirlcen  rears.  .'Anotlier  account 
says,  that  in  the  year  just  mentionec],  an  enormous  globe  of  lire  burs( 
on  the  Guaytecas  Islands,  and  reduced  all  the  vegetables  to  ashes.J 

Here  we  may  be  said  lo  re-enier  ihe  souiliern  bordero  of  civilization 
OA  the  Paetiie  eoast,  as  we  left  them  at  Rio  Negro  on  the  Atlantie  eoast ; 
for  all  the  c<mntry  sooth  of  these  two  pomts  to  Cape  Honiv  islands  in- 
eluded,  is  inhabited  by  wandering  tribes  of  the  homan  race,  neaily 
naked,  and  in  the  lowest  possible  state  of  ignorance,  degradation. 
wretchedness.  In  all  this  extensive  rrtjionof  a  most  deUghlful  country 
(with  the  exception  of  Terra  del  Fiicgo),  comprising  fifteen  detjrees  of 
latitude,  and  seven  or  eight  of  longitude,  there  is  noi  a  city,  a  town,  or 
even  a  village  of  einlized  beings,  nor  a  single  enlttvated  ield  or 
garden! 

The  natives  of  the  archipelago  of  Chonos,  on  the  contrary,  culti- 
vate a  great  part  of  these  islands,  on  which  they  raise  wheat,  oat?, 
beans,  and  potatoes  ;  besides  many  kinds  of  fruit,  such  as  apples,  pears, 

E caches,  plums,  cherries,  and  a  \  ariety  of  herbs.  They  also  raise 
aek-cattle,  horses,  sheep,  goats,  hogi>,  and  poultry,  in  abundance. 
The  most  of  these  islands  rise  perpeiidieulariy  out  of  the  water,  haTO 
deep  channels  between  them,  and  afford  many  good  anchoring  places, 
where  ships  may  lie  in  perfect  safety.  One  thing,  however,  they  did 
not  afford  at  this  time,  and  that  was  the  <jr.md  object  of  our  search — 
fur-seal.  Wc  therefore  made  the  best  of  our  way  to  the  island  of 
Chiloe. 

Novemhcr  19th, — ^We  arrived  at  the  south  end  of  this  celebrated 

ishiiid  on  Wednesday,  the  17th,  and  commenced  searching  the  small 
islands  near  it  for  fur-seals,  but  without  success.  We  therefore  entered 
the  gulf  between  the  island  and  the  continent,  on  Friday,  the  19ih  ;  and 
after  examininn^  the  small  i?ilands  as  we  passed,  wiih  no  better  succe-ss, 
we  finally  cast  anchor  in  the  port  of  Carlos,  on  the  norih-wesl  part 
of  the  island. 

November  28d. — It  was  on  the  monung  of  Tuesday,  the  23d,  at 
eleren,  A.  M*,  that  we  came  to  anchor  in  tfie  hariionr  of  San  Carios 

de  Chacao,  in  four  Hitlioms  of  water,  muddy  bottom,  with  the  fiag-stafT 
on  Fort  Quintaniila,  bearing  east^iorth-east,  distant  one  and  a  half 

miles. 

The  island  of  Chiloe,  as  tlie  reader  is  already  aware,  is  tlie  princi- 
pal one  of  a  large  group  called  the  archipelago  of  Chiloe,*  and  by 
some  the  archipela^  of  Chonos ;  the  latter  bemg  the  name  of  that 
part  of  the  continent  near  the  western  coa  st  of  whi^  these  islands  are 
situated.  They  extend  along  the  coast  of  Chonos,  which  heie  eunres 

*T1W4KlginaJ  Bctllcr*,  havinc  pmimted  from  Diili,  M  ia  mMilMt  from  thpir  manoera  and  liS* 
|SS|i^|iv«illk«mine«C  CkiNttu  (b— iw  CkUt) ;  L  <; «  OKict  «f  CliHt  ^SiiHkWfh  ^xf*. 
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inlandt  toirar^  liie  Aadean  ehaia  of  mountaiiis,  between  the  parallels 
of  laticnde  4r  end  4^*  W  8.,  «  distance  of  about  eighty^hre 
leagues.  Though  I  have  nem  coanted  tliese  islands,  I  have  no  doabt 
that  the  Edinburgh  Enr^-r]oped^n  is  correct  in  estioMting  dlMT munbet 

at  eighty-two,  of  which  limtv-t^vo  are  inhabited. 

Isla  Grande,  or  Chiloe,  is  the  principal  and  largest  of  the  group, 
perhaps  much  Ivger  than  all  the  rest  put  together.  It  is  also  the  most 
noftheri^r*  with  the  exeeptaon  of  a  few  enmll  ones  m  Ptomaqwe  B^. 
It  is  one  huidred  and  twenCy-fn  e  miles  in  length  north  and  sonth,  and 
▼aries  from  fifteen  to  forty  in  breadth ;  indented  on  eaeh  side  with 
bays  and  inlets,  which  in  some  places  nearly  ent  it  in  two.  It  a'>otinds 
with  forests  of  excellent  timber,  especially  rr  l  (  i  il  n  ,  which  grows 
here  to  great  perfection.  Tiiese  forests  are  iuiiabiied  by  a  great  variety 
of  beautiful  birds  and  insects,  and  here  aho  are  fonnd  several  species 
of  serpents,  otters,  deer,  and  black  foxes* 

Tho  pfineipal  pnidoetions  of  this  island  are  timber,  wheat,  oats,, 
com,  beans,  pease,  apples,  penrs,  pctiches,  plums,  qiiinees,  and  cher- 
ries. The  crops  of  wheat,  however,  are  seldom  L^reat,  owing  probably 
to  the  humidity  of  the  soil.  Barley  and  btjaus  are  abundant,  and 
wine  is  plenty.  Cattle  and  sheep  were  first  ijitroduced  here  fium 
Spain,  sod  have  so  mnhiplied,  as  to  furnish  a  great  ahmdance  of  good 
>  neat.  The  hams  of  Chiloe  are  probably  the  best  in  the  world,  having 
a  peculiar  delicious  flavour,  which  is  attributed  to  the  ho^*  feeding 
principally  upon  shellfish,  with  which  the  shores  abound.  Amonor  ihe 
articles  raised  for  exportation  are  black-cattle,  sheep,  goats,  horses, 
hogs,  and  poultry.  Of  the  vegetable  productions,  they  have  excellent 
crops  of  potatoes,  known  by  the  term  papas. 

The  soil  is  good,  bnt  ratker  too  moist ;  and  the  climate  is  temperate 
for  that  latitude ;  being  healthy,  but  often  cold  and  rainy.  The  coun- 
try is  subject  to  earthqn  tkrs,  and  a  ver\'  dreatlful  one  took  place  in 
the  year  1737;  when  the  Guaytccas,  a  group  of  islands  to  the  south, 
were  covered  with  ashes.  Chiloe  abounds  with  timber  of  the  best 
quality,  which  is  manufactured  into  boards,  planks,  &c. ;  much  of  which 
is  exported.  The  principal  trees  are  o«k«  red  cedar,  walnnt,  hasel, 
myrtle,  cypress,  and  laurel.  There  is  also  an  abundance  of  ratans, 
which  funii  li  tlie  Indians  with  cordage,  and  thatch  for  the  roofs  of 
their  dwellijigs.  The  face  of  the  country  in  the  interior  is  mountnin- 
ous.  The  waters  around  the  shores  of  this  island  are  teeming  with 
scale-fisli  of  considerable  variety  and  excellent  quality  ;  particularly 
the  ood,  which  appears  to  be  of  the  samo  species  with  those  on  oor 
coast   Shellfish  are  very  p^entiAil  and  of  many  different  kinds. 

The  whole  populatioa  of  this  island  is  estimated  at  about  twenty- 
live  thousand;  but  few  of  whom  reside  in  the  interior.  Tficrc  are 
three  towns  and  .several  villages,  tlie  most  of  wliich  are  situateci  on  the 
northern  and  eastern  part  of  the  island.  The  towns  are  Su  Carlos, 
Chacao,  and  Castro.  The  latter  is  situated  on  the  east  side,  and  has 
a  good  hatbonr;  whiefa  is  little  freqnentod,  bowotor,  on  aeeoant  of  the 
difficulty  of  im  nsvigatlon*  Chaeae  is  on  the  north-east  fiart  of  the 
island,  and  for  many  years  previoas  to  the  revolution  was  considered 
the  o^pital.  B«t  ef  late  it  haa  £U]ea  im  decaj,  while  St.  Carka  Juui 
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jnsea  into  iioiie«  and  iapCNrttM^  andu  now  eonsidend  ilie  capital  of 
llie  Island.   There  aia  Ume  or  four  amaU  ports  or  filla^^  on  the 

west  side,  but  they  are  seldom  entered  except  by  fishing  craft.  Sr. 
Carlos  is  in  latitude  4  T  51'  S.,  long.  73''  54'  W.,  and  is  filtuated  on  Uie 
north-west  p;irt  of  the  island. 

This  town  is  vciy  well  built,  the  houses  generally  being  constructed 
•of  a  kind  of  fiaeetone,  wiih  tenacea  or  piaaaaa  in  front,  and  one 
«tory  high*  wiiich  is  the  usual  ptBcUce  on  tliis  coast,  as  a  neeeaaaiy 
-precaution  against  the  clTects  of  earthquakes  and  volcanic  agitations.  But 
few  of  thera,  however,  are  in  the  old  Spanish  ><tyle,  with  flat  roofs. 
The  streets  are  laid  out  in  a  very  regular  manner,  wnlc  and  straight,  but 
destitute  of  pavement.  Among  the  public  buiidiugs  are  two  elegant 
•chnrehea,  two  monasteries,  one  college  ofJesttita,  and  several  nunneries. 

Although  a  very  small  portion  of  the  inhabiunts  aie  Europems,  the 
most  of  them  are  truly  Spanish^  in  features,  character,  and  language. 
Indeed,  so  mwh  intormarrj'ing  has  heretofore  taken  place  between  the 
Spaniards  aiul  the  aborigines,  that  iliere  are  very  few  now  born  on  the 


island  who  cannot  boast  of  CastiUau  blood,  m  a  greater  or  less  degree. 
Tbit  features  of  the  femalea  are  more  Eoopean  and  better  formed 
tbantlHMe  of  the  ladies  in  the  northern  part  of  ChilL 

The  religion  m  Chiloe  is  of  eonrse  Roman  Catholic ;  and  all  the 

islands  in  the  archipelago  are  under  the  same  ecclesiastical  govern- 
ment. The  native  Indians  wlio  irihribit  ilicse  islands  appear  lo  be 
well  contented,  and  perfectly  i»ubmis>sive  lo  all  tlie  requirements  of  the 
>church ;  and  while  eating  their  salted  sealu  ilesh,  are  no  doubt  as 
happy  as  their  more  luaurious  rulers.  Chiloe  is  the  see  of  aUshop, 
who  resides  at  St.  Carlos.  While  tliese  islands  were  in  possession 
of  old  Spain,  as  was  the  case  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  a  considerable 
military  force  was  necessary  to  maintain  their  sovereignty,  and  the 
principal  part  ol  tins  force  was  stationed  at  Sf.  Carlos.  The  poor 
Indians  on  the  main  Irequeuily  IcU  the  weiglu  of  their  leaden  argu- 
ments ;  for  it  wss  then  fashionable  to  convert  these  persecuted  people 
•bv  force  of  arms.  Most  of  the  new  proselytes  of  course  became 
maves  to  the  conquerors,  thus  benefiting  both  chnich  and  atate  at  the 
4iame  time. 

The  natives  on  the  continent  opposite  Chiloe  have  been  harassed, 
oppressed,  and  hunted  with  nearly  as  much  ruthless  ferocity  as  were 
the  aborigines  farther  north.    A  lon^  series  of  such    tender  mercies  * 
£om  a  people  professing  to  be  disciples  of  the  Prince  of  peace  has 
anuch  reduced  their  numbers,  and  driven  the  remnant  back  from  the 
coast,  to  enjoy  their  savage  independence  among  tlie  mountains  and 
forests  on  the  west  of  PatJinotiia.    "Vo  wonder  if  sivh  wanton  and 
unmerited  injuries  have  render-  1  many  of  them  desperate,  and  made 
ihem  leu  umes  more  savage  liian  they  would  otherwise  have  been. 
They  could  easily  be  tamed  by  kindness ;  but  thiy  will  suffer  much, 
aooner  than  aubmit  to  force.  They  are  moady  deacended  fiom 
Ihe  Araucaniana,  a  people  that  inhabit  the  rich  and  fertile  districta 
which  lie  between  tne  rivers  "Biobin  and  Valdivia,  in  the  soiithem 
part  of  Chili.    The  Spaniards  ha\  c  called  it  Araucanian  Flanders,  or 

4i»  mvinm^h  stQie  i  and  some  of  the  Spanish  poets  have  had  the  maf* 
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jianimity  to  celebrate  in  verse  the  exploits  of  a  people  who  shed  so 
much  Spanish  blood  in  maintaiiiing  their  independence. 

I  haye  beoi  struck  with  honor,  even  here  in  civilked  Chiloe,  among 
Biofested  Chiisdans,  to  hear  a  Spanish  ptiest  denounce  some  nattve 

Indians  just  brought  in  from  the  mountains,  as  brutee ;  nay,  as  objeete 

of  Divine  wrath  doomed  to  perdition,  "When  this  same  arrogant 
Spanish  ecclesiastic,  aud  oUiers  Uke  him,  had  wantonly  assailed,  robbed, 
Hnd  despoiled  the  fair  possessions  of  these  unfortunate  Indians :  had 
deprived  them  of  all  they  held  dear,  and  driven  them  to  the  Aiidcaa 
•deserts  for  safety  I 

The  mbabitants  of  Chiloe,  generally,  are  a  I  r  we,  humane,  Uberal 
people ;  similar,  in  most  respects,  to  those  of  Valdivia  and  Concep- 
tion ;  except  that  the  ladies  do  not  dress  quite  so  much  in  the  Kuro- 
pean  style.  Their  demeanour  and  manners,  however,  are  so  delicate 
aiid  pleasing,  that  a  man  must  pos&es:>  more  stoicism  than  I  caji  boast 
of  who  does  not,  after  a  short  aoqnahitsnee,  feel  for  them  a  strong 
partiality.  They  are  remsikable  for  quickness  of  apprehension,  wit, 
and  vivacity.  They  are  also  sociable,  lively,  and  polite ;  which,  con»- 
bined  with  an  excellent  taste,  seem  to  be  hereditary  qualities  in  these 
interesting  descendants  of  two  distinct  and  dissimilar  species  of  the 
human  race.  They  appear  to  be  pariicuiarly  well-affected  towards 
the  Americans  of  the  United  States,  and  also  to  Englishmen ;  and  for 
my  own  part,  I  oonld  never  think  it  improper  to  redprocate  sndi  favoor- 
able  sentiments. 

In  the  concluding  sentence  of  the  preceding  paragraph  Is  seen  and 
f»_*lt  ilie  ^v ant  of  a  generic  name  for  our  own  rountr\',  in  distinction 
from  ail  other  nations  in  the  western  hemispiiere.  We  are  all  Amer^ 
icoHSf  from  the  Northern  Frozen  Ocean  to  Cape  Horn ;  and  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  alone  are  without  a  specifie  national  appellation. 
The  late  learned  and  seieDtiric  Dr.  Mitemll,  while  he  lield  a  seat  m 
the  national  legislature,  proposed  a  very  good  one,  "  Fraloma but  as 
a  revolution  in  Sonth  America  was  at  that  time  never  dreamed  of,  his 
proposition  ua^)  rejected.  Since  that  period  so  mnny  now  nations 
have  sprung  into  existence  on  tlie  southern  continent,  eacii  of  which 
has  been  appropriately  christened  by  its  republican  sponsors,  that  it 
has  beoome  quite  inconvenient  to  navigators  and  travdlers  fiom  the 
United  States,  in  reporting  themselves  to  our  neighbours  of  the  south. 

In  the  fonrse  of  a  desultory  conversation,  I  once  observed  to  a  lady 
of  Valparaiso,  tliat  the  Americans  (meaning  citizens  ot  the  United 
States)  had  felt  and  expressed  a  Uvely  interest  in  tlie  late  successful 
struggle  of  Chill  for  liberty  and  independenec.  **  0  yes,  su*,**  she 
replied  with  vivacity ;  *«iof  certamly  felt  amknia  for  the  veenlt.**  Here 
I  was  fishing  for  a  polite  compliment  for  our  national  sympathy,  and 
was  not  understood,  because  mv  eonntn,'  has  no  other  name  than  that 
which  is  claimed  with  an  equal  ru^ln  l  y  the  Canadians,  the  Mexicans, 
Brazilians,  and  each  repubUc  of  boutli  America.  But  tlus  is  another 
digression. 

Takfflff  it  for  granted  that  the  fair  readerof  my  own eoimtty  (should 
any  condescend  to  pemse  the  rough  journal  of  a  seaman)  would 
like  to  know  lonethi^g  lespeettog^the  dieei  of  these  UadL-eyed  iadie» 
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of  Chiloc,  I  alttU  drop  a  few  wotd«  m  ClwC  soljflel.  Tke  im  tUag 
that  stnick  me  was  uNir  liberal  me  ef  oiMOMiita ;  such  ae  gold  hair- 
coiabs«  splendid  ear-jewels,  bracelets  oa  ^  armi,  ehaiiw  aromid  the 

wristF,  rirh  rhnins  of  gold  around  the  neck  and  waist,  with  shof- 
buckle-i  oi  the  ^une  valaable  material.  Many  of  these  omatnents  are 
inlaid  with  gems  aiid  precious  stones,  riieir  usual  headdress  is  simply 
their  glossy  black  hair,  taeteMly  done  op  with  fear  or  fire  gold  emAmt 
and  graeefidly  dbpoeed*  wIM  sgm  appearanee* 
Some  of  then  reminded  no  of  Wallar  Seott'a  deieription  of  Sebeeea» 
ia  the  romance  of  Ivanhoe. 

Wit!i  rr^ppf^t  to  the  dress  itself,  however,  in(!f  [)endent  of  ornaments,  I 
mu^t  coiilesi*  Uval  one  of  their  fashions  siruclv  me  rather  oddly,  as  1  had 
never  met  with  any  ihtng  of  the  kind,  among  Jews  or  gentiles,  bond 
or  fi^e.**  I  alloae  fo  their  hoop-dresses,  whieh  I  was  oaboeqaendy 
penaittod  to  eianme.  They  are  worn  beneath  the  external  petticoat ; 
and  the  hoop,  which  is  nearly  three  feet  in  diameter,  is  worn  parallel  with 
the  hips,  and  is  kept  in  its  horizontal  position  in  the  following  manner. 
A  strip  of  linen  or  cotton  of  six  or  eight  inches  in  width,  according  to 
the  size  of  the  waist  of  liie  wearer  and  the  diameter  of  the  hoop,  is 
aewedl  all  aioimd  the  latter  at  one  edge,  while  the  other  edge  is  drawn 
hf  a  stringt  and  tied  to  the  body  just  above  the  hips.  In  this  position 
(that  ia»  iraen  the  stiing  is  drawn),  it  resembles  a  large  drum-head, 
■with  a  circular  hole  cut  in  the  centre.  This  apparatus,  their  petticoats 
being  very  short,  gives  iliem  a  very  singular  appearance. 

The  employments  of  tine  ladies  in  Chiloe  are  very  tnding;  merely 
ooMiiting  of  a  little  enbioidery  and  lace-woi^  Those  who  are 
nairied  of  course  p^  some  attention  to  the  saperinlendenee  of  their 
hoQsehold  affairs.  Those  of  the  higher  classes,  in  particular,  are 
very  iii  lolent,  avoiding  every  exertion,  except  in  the  way  of  amuse- 
ment. Tliev  sTHoke  tobacco  to  excess  ;  and  the  practice  is  so  univer- 
sal here,  and  m  oiher  places  on  the  coast,  tl^at  su  aiigcrs  soon  cease  to 
eonsider  it  indelicate.  Indeed,  if  any  thing  can  consecrate  a  Spanish 
oegar,  it  must  be  the  toneh  of  a  beantiful  pair  of  rafay  lips.  I  hope 
my  fair  countrywomen,  howerer,  will  never  tiy  the  experiment. 

Tiie  etnployments  of  the  men  are  neither  nnmerous  nor  laborious. 
They  pay  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  their  fields  and  pardons,  and 
transact  their  mercantile  business,  of  which  there  is  very  in  tie  in  this 
place.  Some  of  them  are  employed  as  mariners  in  the  few  vessels 
that  bskog  to  the  island.  They  build  several  small  vessels  here  every 
year,wfaii%  givea  employment  to  many  of  the  labouring  class,  in  pre- 
paring cargoes,  sawing  boards  and  planks,  and  felling  timber.  Good 
mechanics  and  medical  men  are  very  scarce,  and  very  much  wanlsd 
on  litis  island. 

Rding  on  hoiaehack  Is  a  fanmrite  recreation  of  both  sexes ;  and  H 
if  IB  aoeompiishnMBt  hi  iHii^  both  ezed.  The  men,  in  particular, 
are  the  most  expert  horaemen  that  I  have  ever  seen  in  any  pert  of  the 

world.  Whcrfjer  mounted  on  a  wild  unbroken  horse,  or  on  a  well 
tutored  aninia!.  they  exhibit  a  grace,  skill,  and  dexf^ritv  whirh  is  tnily 
stupnsmg  ;  and  »\u  h  i«  their  t3,rt  in  the  raanagenif  iit  oi  the  most  spir- 
ited or  vicioQS  steed,  ihui  ihvy  very  seldom  get  unseated. 
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Like  the  MameiukeSf  ihey  accustom  their  hordes  to  start  with  the 
<|oickness  of  the  lightuiog^s  flasli,  and  to  stop  as  if  struck  b)  ihe  bolt. 
I  lutre  Men  them  lide  with  the  speed  of  a  race-horsei  UDtH  trithiii 
six  feet  of  a  house,  and  then  slop  as  auddenly  as  if  the  animal  had 
fallen  dead  on  the  spot ;  the  ridor  still  retaining  his  seat  and  equilibrium, 
i  have  also  sorn  the  same  feat  attempted  on  the  open  road,  where  the 
animal  couM  not  have  anticipaicd  tlic  riders  intention.  In  such  case, 
the  horse  wouid  liirow  his  feet  lorward,  piougtiuig  the  ground  with  the 
hinder  part  of  hia  hoofe,  for  two  or  three  yaraa ;  and  frequently  fall  on 
his  haonehes,  in  the  sitting  posture  of  a  dog. 

The  ledieB,  also,  are  very  fond  of  those  equestrian  exercises ;  and. 
most  of  them  ride  extremely  well.  Those  of  the  higher  class  ride  in 
liie  same  manner  as  do  our  North  American  ladies ;  but  their  mode 
of  getting  upon  the  saddle  wotUd  scarcely  be  tolerated  by  the  latter. 
I  received  a  lesson  <m  this  subject,  at  the  house  of  my  firiend  General 
QuintamUa  (oQBBnnder4n<-Ghief  of  this  island  and  its  dependencies}, 
whese  several  kdias  vera  asaemhled  for  the  purpose  of  amnsingthem* 
selves  with  an  equestrian  excursion.  I  had  not  then  met  with  an 
anecdote,  exactly  similar,  as  related  by  Captain  Delano,  or  I  should 
have  jirofiiod  by  his  experience.  When  the  horses  were  brought  to  the 
door,  and  tlie  iair  equestrians  were  preparing  to  vault  on  their  respect- 
ive saddles,  I,  widi  a  aaOor's  gallantry,  singled  oat  one  of  the  prettiest 
andiMel spBghdy  ^tke  group,  to  whom  I  tendered  my  assistance.  The 
•ffer  was  graciously  accepted,  with  a  smile  of  bewitchmg  sweetness. 

She  immediately  ndvnnced  to  a  horse  that  was  held  by  a  sen'ant, 
threw  her  arms  over  ihc  s;uldlc,  leaning  herswelhng  chest  against  the 
ammal's  side,  thai  hail  luiiung  her  pretty  face  towards  me,  she  bade  me 
help  her. 

'^SH^eeSora,"  Irepiied,  an  as  gallant  a  nanner  as  I  could  say, — ^  Yes, 
madam,"  and  stood  waiting  for  further  orders.   She  still  retained  her 

singular  position,  and  sixain  exclaimed,  **Ay6deme,  USted  amigO 
queridito." — "  Help  me,  my  dear  sir !" 

The  awkwardness  of  my  situation  now  bcr.uiip  painful ;  for  I  could 
see  no  part  of  the  lady  wliich  my  northern  ideas  of  delicacy  would 
dlow  me  m  loaeh.  Her  bands  were  heyond  my  reach,  nd  abnsband, 
nr  a  fitther,  in  my  sitnation,  might  not  hmre  been  embarrassed. 

A  getttleman  of  the  party,  perceiving  at  once  the  nature  of  my  em* 
barrassment,  and  thai  I  was  a  stranjrer  to  the  customs  of  the  country, 
immediately  stepped  forward  to  oflbr  tlie  lady  that  assistance  which 
slie  was  expecting  from  me.  iStooping  behind  her,  he  seized  one  of 
those  delicate  liulc  ankles  in  each  hand ;  at  the  same  moment  she 
eprang,  like  a  Vestris,  in  the  air,  taming  a  half-poouette,  as  she 
ascended ;  the  gentleman  dexterously  crossing  his  arms  to  accommo- 
dale  her  change  of  position.  In  this  manner,  and  in  much  less  time 
than  I  have  occupied  in  attemptinfr  to  describe  it,  her  ladyship  was 
seated  on  the  satkile,  with  the  reins  in  her  hand,  and  ready  for  tlie 
starting  signal. 

The  chi^prin  and  mortification  I UU  from  being  deprived  of  so  pleas* 
mt  an  olBoe  through  ignorance  were  matanUy  removed  by  a  consoling 
smtfe  fnm  the  spukling  eyes  of  the  ftir  equestrian,  acewnpaiuedwitt 
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the  words,  **Pasado  maaaaa,  scuor;  '  uiiunaiing  that  the  priirilege 
should  be  mine  on  flome  other  oecanon.  To  my  great  Mtttfaction^ 
such  an  oeeaaioa  oecnrred  the  same  erening;  and  t&  had  the  poUte- 
nesa  to  say  that  I  perfermad  the  office  with  llie  dexterity  awl  giaee  of 

a  Spanish  cabalcro. 

Some  of  the  ftmalrs,  and  not  of  the  lowest  r]a'*s  npither,  nre  far 
from  being  over-scrupuluus  as  to  their  mode  of  sjuing  on  horseback ; 
but  as  oAea  ride  with  a  foot  on  each  side  of  the  aaiiual  as  any  other 

ChHoean  bridlea  are  maile  like  ours,  except  that  the  reins  are 

long  enough  to  serve  as  a  substitute  for  a  riding-whip.  Their  saddles* 
however,  are  somewhat  different.  They  are  lined  wit]!  n  roarse  skin^ 
fitted  to  set  easy  on  the  horse's  back ;  their  first  aitenuon  being 
directed  lo  ilic  cuniluri  and  cuuvcnience  of  so  serviceable  and  noble 
an  animaL  For  the  oomfort  of  the  rider,  these  aaddlea  are  covered 
with  sheepskins,  dressed  with  the  wool  on,  from  three  to  fiwir  inehee 
in  thickness,  painted  with  different  colours,  and  neatfy  boond  oa  the 
saddle.  They  have  a  handsome  appearanee,  and  are  easy  to  both 
horse  and  rider. 

Their  stirrups  are  of  a  peculiar  iashion,  the  rest  for  the  foot  being 
long  enough  to  support  boUibeel  and  toe ;  say  from  eight  to  ten  inches 
in  length,  and  six  m  width.  The  fore-pan  is  eovmd  with  neariy  a 
perfect  qnadrasphere ;  so  that  it  bears  aome  resemblance  to  an  iron  or 

brass  shoe,  with  a  high  instep,  and  the  quarters  taken  off.  They  have 
a  clumsy  appearance,  and  in  case  of  being  unseated  m'lfjhx  endanger 
the  rider's  safely  by  confining  the  foor.  The  ladies'  saddles  differ 
from  ihot>e  of  the  gcxxLicmeu  uuiy  by  the  elevation  of  the  off-side  of 
the  tree. 

.  The  sedentary  amnsementa  of  the  Chik>eana  principally  consist  of 
music  and  card-playing;  and  this  is  peculiarly  the  case  at  St.  Carlos* 

Their  favourite  instrument  is  the  Spanish  guitur,  on  vhich  almost 
every  female  ])erfornis  with  pleasing  effect,  accornpamcd  with  the 
voice — some  of  iliem  the  sweetest  I  ever  heard.  They  also  play  tlie 
harp,  spianet,  harpsichord,  and  piano-forte.  The  gentlemen  play  the 
flute  atul  clarionet,  and  both  sexes  dance  with  exquisite  grace,  accpm- 
panied  with  a  due  proportion  of  Castilian  diani^.  Their  principal 
dances  are  minuets,  long  dance,  cotillioiis, and  me  celebrated  fandango. 
*J'he  latter  is  a  very  fascinating  dance,  performed  by  two  persODi; 
commonly  by  a  lady  and  gentleman,  sometimes  by  two  ladies. 
>  Card-tables  are  introduced  at  all  their  parties,  at  which  the  gentle- 
men play  by  themselves,  while  the  ladies  amuse  them  with  songs,  ac> 
comfAnied  by  the  guitar  or  harp.  8oeh  cendemen  aa  do  not  fancy 
cards  have  the  privilege  of  joining  the  ladiea— a  privilege  which  I 
never  forfeited  by  neglect. 

(  'I'his  island  is  celebrated  for  manufarfuring  the  best  ponchos  of  any 
part  of  Chili.  They  are  woven  very  thu  k,  of  a  fine  thread,  and  curi- 
oubly  wruught,  iii  variegated  colours.  lu  weaving  the  clotli,  tliey  use 
twelve  or  more  treadles  in  the  loom.  It  is  generally  abont  six  feet 
square,  beautifully  fringed  around  the  edges,  and  has  a  slit  in  the 
centre^  just  large  eimngb  to  admit  a  man^s  head.  The  edfea  of  thin 
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slit  are  also  bordered  with  beautiful  needlework.  They  are  worn  by 
the  gisadrnMiit  tt  a  proteetkm  iWun  the  weather ;  and  are  so  thick  and 
liiie»  that  they  turn  off  water  nearly  as  well  as  leather.  When  dw 
wearer^B  head  is  put  through  the  ornamented  slit  in  the  centre,  the 

poncho  hanjrs  about  hlra  like  a  blanket,  and  is  the  most  convenient 
garment  to  ritle  in,  that  could  be  invented ;  the  rider  having  his  legs 
and  arms  at  liberty,  and  his  body  completely  defended  from  the  rain. 

The  ladies  have  a  handsomely  striped  dolh,  manufactured  of  cotton^ 
▼ery  much  like  the  poncho,  about  seven  feet  m  length,  and  three  v» 
breadth.  This  is  suspended  like  a  seaman's  hammoektaboattwofeeti 
and  a  half  from  the  floor,  in  which  the  ladies  amuse  themselves  by- 
swinging,  sometimes  in  a  lying  and  sometimes  in  a  sitting  posture,  ast 
iancy  or  mdolence  kti guests. 

.  'The  island  of  Ciuiue  is  separated  iioai  liie  main  or  continent,  hy 
the  Gulf  of  Goaytecas,  which  is  more  than  twelve  leaguea  in  width  at 
the  soudi  entrance ;  but  to  the  northward  the  passage  is  quite  narrow, 
being  in  some  places  not  more  than  one  league  aeioas,  through  which 
the  tide  occasionally  nins  witli  great  velocity  ;  at  spring  tides  from  six 
to  eight  miles  an  hour.  There  are  likewise  several  dangers  m  the 
passage,  which  are  concealed  by  the  ripple  of  a  strong  tide,  that  rises 

Shteen  feet  with  a  atrong  westerly  wind.  In  passing  through  this 
for  strait,  Tesada  ahoold  keep  the  Chiloeaa  shore  best  on  board,  a» 
snnlMn  rodu,  reeis,  &c,  lie  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  passage. 
The  coast  on  the  main  is  indented  by  numerous  inlets,  forming  la- 
goons, rivers,  creeks,  bays,  and  harbours.  This  land  is  tolerably  well 
peopled,  from  the  forty-first  to  the  iiJiy-liist  degree  of  south  latitude; 
especially  in  the  valleys  ui  ihe  interior,  on  liie  banks  of  rivers,  lagoons, 
dkc.,  and  at  the  heads  of  bays.  The  coast  abounds  with  sea-otters, 
hah^seals,  for-eeak,  Ac ;  and  the  interior  with  lions,  dgers,  de^r, 
guanacoes,  hares,  gray  and  black  foxes,  and  many  other  animals 
with  which  I  am  not  acquainted,  including  a  laruc  black  rabbit,  which, 
has  a  fur  equal  to  that  of  the  beaver.  Tliere  are  many  kinds  of 
ostriches,  swans,  &c.,  and  thousands  of  buds  with  the  most  beautiful 
plumage.  There  are  likewise  very  valuable  mines  of  gold,  silver^ 
copper,  lead,  and  iron ;  medicinal  plants,  drugs,  and  die-wooda,  with 
much  valuable  timber  for  ahip-boilduig  and  cabinet  work. 

I  feel  very  amdous  to  direct  the  attention  of  my  enterprising  country- 
men to  this  long  neglected,  Hlmosl  unknown  region  of  South  America^ 
A  small  exploring  expedition,  properly  litted  out,  and  conducted  by 
mtii  ui  £>kiii  and  experience,  would  ensure  golden  rtLurti:;*  lu  the  pro- 
jeelofa.  The  necessary  investments  of  capital  would  be  very  trifling 
to  a  company  of  OMfcbaata ;  and  if  accompanied  b^  one  or  two  scientifio 
gentlemen,  I  stand  ready  to  tender  my  piofeesional  services.  Tbo^ 
spirit  of  eommercial  enterprise  cannot  much  longer  leave  these  inter- 
esting re<:ioiis  unexplored  ;  and  I  should  be  extremely  sorry  to  see  any 
foreign  competiior  enjoy  the  fame  and  opulence  which  now  court  the- 
acceptance  of  my  own  couutrvmcn.  i* 

The  port  of  St.  Caiios  ia  aheltered  on  the  north-west  by  the  peniii» 
anU  of  Lacay,  on  the  west  aide  of  which  there  are  many  dangeraiift 
Bocka»  imiiiiig  Ikoni one  lo  three  nilee  aeawatd;  and  these  leqniie  a 
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md  todiv  at  die  tides  na  very  rapidly  along  diealMei4)f  this  ishnd. 
he  port  ie  defended  by  two  foite*  about  throe  auiee  fion  each  otfaer. 

It  runs  into  the  land  in  a  south-west  direction,  and  is  safe,  but  subject 
to  violent  blows  from  the  north-west  and  west-80uth-\ve5<t  in  the  winter 
season ;  and  tliete  often  come  on  veiy  suddenly,  with  heavy  fails 
of  rain. 

Yeaaeis  boiBid  to  thie  port  ahoidd  endeaTOiir  to  enter  it  in  eleer 
weatber,  aa  the  tides  run  thraqgh  the  strait  about  aeveii  milea  anfaonr,  I 

and  rendors  the  navigation  very  dangerous  in  calms  or  thick  weather.  I 
In  all  pases  it  is  proper  to  keep  the  shore  of  the  island  best  on  board,  j 
as  the  middle  of  the  sirait  i-oniains  many  sunken  rocks  and  small  low  t 
islands.  Wood,  waier,  Uiih,  and  re&eshments  of  every  kind,  may  be 
had  here  on  the  moat  moderate  terma.  The  tide  rlaea  from  fooneen 
toeifl^iteeiiieet;  and  it  ia  Ugh  water,  oir  foil  and  change  day  a,  at  half-, 
paat  eleveo  o^eloek* 


Bay  and  City  of  ValdiTtft«-Thi  Araocanians — Town  of  Pelchae~-Retrospectiv« 

ObsenalioDa — Towns  of  Colcma  and  Chilian — Province  of  Chilian — Arrive  at 
Valparaiso— Continue  the  .Survey  of  the  CohhI — Province  and  City  of  Coniago 
—Bay  and  TownofPi«co— Sailing  Dirpctionsj  «Sco. —  Thf  Bay  or  Roads  of  Cal- 
Ino — ^Tho  Uluckaile  and  Siege  cf '* alloo— OoMndfijodilxefiliMtO  flWTTOndrT'^' 
I'he  Tartar  aotera  without  Uercuiouy. 

HAvmo  sapnlied  ooraelfea  widi  anch  ivfreahnenta  aa  we  eiood  in 

need  of,  and  taken  leave  of  oiu*  kind  and  hospitable  friends  at  St.  Car* 
lo8,  we  lefl  the  island  of  Chiloe,  and  steered  to  the  northward  as  far  as 
the  pori  of  Vahlivia,  rarefully  examining  the  coast,  which  proved  to  be 
one  continued  range  of  rocks  and  breakers  for  the  distance  of  about 
fort}'  leagues.  'Aey  extend  from  one  to  three  milea  off-ahore»  and 
are  fery  dangermie  for  marinera  to  approadt,  who  Bhoidd  alwaya  be 
eareful  to  give  them  a  giood  berth,  imleaa  they  aie  in  aearch  of  hav- 
seals,  wliich  frequent  tma  part  of  the  ooaet ;  but  are  difficult  of  access, 
on  aoeoont  of  the  iieavj  aireU  that  oonttmiaUy  roUs  in  from  the  weit* 
ward. 

Between  Sl  Ciu^los  and  Valdivin,  or  rather  Baldiviu,  as  it  ought  to 
be  written,  there  is  no  resting-place  for  the  mariner ;  udthor  port  nor 
ahelier— trade  nor  refreahinenie.  Par  inland  are  eeen  the  towering 
Andes,  liftiufT  their  ^ri^nt  forms  to  the  sky,  and  collecting  at  tlieir  baao 
tlic  means  ol  supj)lyin^  several  small  rivers  which  descend  to  this  part 
of  the  scacoast  ;  but  none  of  them  are  navigable.  Between  the  paral- 
lels of  thirty-nine  and  lifty  of  bouih  lainude,  there  are  several  volca- 
noea  to  be  teen  among  the  Andea.  I  ha?e  seen  more  than  a  dozen  in 
nnmiog  along  thia  part  of  the  eoaM,  aome  of  whieh  were  near  the 
ahaWt  and  burning  with  beoaetritaUe  rage.  Some  distance  inland 
we  extensive  plains,  whieh  form  line  grazing  fields  fnr  mrrlr. 

Hmmtber  27liL— We  reached  the  sMMth  of  Baidivia  Bay  on 
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Saturday,  the  twenty-seventli  of  November ;  latitude  3d°  5<K  8.,  lon^. 
73^  36'  W.  On  the  north-east  siJe  of  this  beautiful  bay  is  a  populous 
town  of  the  same  namn,  prectedon  the  south  bank  of  the  rivTr  BnU}ivi;i, 
about  eii^ht  nules  from  the  seaboanl.  The  harbour  is  sheltered  from 
aii  w  inds,  and  there  13  sutiicient  deplii  ui'  water  for  vessels  of  one  huu- 
dnA  Una  to  Ue  abreast  of  the  town,  wiiliiii  a  few  fathoms  of  the  land- 
ing. This  plaee  is  well  defended  by  several  fortifications,  and  carries 
on  a  eonsiderable  trade  with  the  northern  parts  of  Chili  and  Peru* 

This  city  'was  buill  by  the  Spanish  general  Bahlivia,  about  the  year 
1551.  Ei<;ht  years  afterward,  the  peo})h^  of  Chili,  AratK'anians  priii. 
cipally,  defeated  the  Spanisii  troops,  and  cliased  them  from  this  settle- 
BMttt,  burned  the  town,  and  put  the  inhabitants  to  the  sword*  How 
long  they  kept  possession  I  have  never  learned;  but  in  1645  it  was 
taken  by  the  Dotcht  who  were  soon  compelled  to  abandon  it,  and  to 
leave  all  their  cannon,  consisting^  of  thirty  or  fortv  pieces,  their  baggage, 
and  their  stores.  This  sudden  retreat  was  o'viti^"  to  their  receiving 
intelligence  that  succours  had  been  transmitted  irotii  IVru. 

The  population  of  Baldivia  is  estimated  at  about  live  thousaud, 
heing  a  flUUM  of  Spaniards,  Araueanians,  and  original  Valdivians. 
The^  are,  hi  general*  a  well  made,  robust,  active  people,  with  pleasing 
and  interesting  countenances.  Their  faces  are  round  and  full  ;  their 
eyes  small,  but  rftiick,  lively,  and  expressive :  all  their  features  are 
well  formf»(l,  e«^pfciallv  the  nose  and  mouth.  Their  limbs  are  very 
muscular,  and  tiaeiy  proportioned,  with  small  hands  and  feeu  i'lie 
bead  is  eovned  w^  thiefc  black  hair,  wlrieh  is  not  altered  to  grow 
long.   The  teeth  of  both  sexes  are  veiy  white,  regular,  and  handsome. 

For  synnnetry  of  form  and  grace  of  motioa,  the  ladies  of  Baldivia  will 
yield  to  no  other  on  the  coast.  Tliplr  sharp,  black,  qttick,  penetrating 
eye  is  well  calculated  to  sotieu  tiic  most  frigid  heart  that  may  be  ex- 
posed to  its  glance.  Easy  in  manners  and  addrcRs;  mild,  gentle, 
tender,  md  afiectioaate  in  their  social  relations ;  modest  and  retiring, 
yet  not  without  a  doe  share  of  well  tenured  seUnionfidenee ;  delieaey 
of  sentiment,  and  refinement  of  expreasum — all  these  charms  are  theirs, 
besides  others  of  less  inqMrtanoe. 

There  are  many  valuable  'joM  inines  near  this  place,  and  for  that 
reason  the  Spaniards  forlitied  it,  regarding  it  as  a  key  to  the  South 
Seas.  circuoastance  haH  tended  to  asbist  iu$  growiti  and  increase 

its  prosperity.  Am  a  seaport,  Baldivia  aflbrds  every  convetueace  for 
ships  to  go  through  a  thorough  repair,  at  a  very  moderate  expense.  A. 
consider  tole  number  of  ship-carpenters  are  constantly  employed  here 
in  construciiua  small  ^'essels,  and  some  even  as  largo  as  three  himdred 
tons  burthen,  which  they  send  to  Peru  and  the  north  part  of  Chih  for 
Kiile,  UhUidly  meeting  with  a  ready  market.  At  this  place,  and  ali»o 
frt  St.  OafkM,  ships  may  generally  find  a  sale  for  part  of  their  cargoes, 
af^  eoarser  kinds  of  goods  than  are  oaedfoffther  north.  Atthesaase 
time,  all  kinds  of  refreshnents  ean  be  had  hers  in  gieat  abundance, 
■ad  at  a  v«iy  hiw  rate;  the  sataial  produetioiis  being  siaular  to  these 

■  Uali!  V.  I  n  IV  wtm  mirvrycd  in  llir  Near  ISI'l.  by  C«p(lin William  SkxI.ly.oKit  s'  ^  i  ^ f  ,  ^  •  i  n  Jwh:i 
R  Sktil.ty,  nt  iWrw-Vork  !  hnrr  mi'ihI  yxuh  th)<i  nmtliMmn,  bi*  Ant  oOkcr.  4^i^Utmi  uiontbs, 
aivl  nvail  niywlf  with  pl(>ii«tirv  »f  tliiit  rx  i  aoion  i.i  tWW ICltiaM]r M  Ml  MClaMblc  CfeWVIiriSS 
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of  St.  Cailot;  md  ilie  mumen  tnd  cosioais  of  the  twofdooaodifc 

but  very  little. 

I  have  alreatly  mentioned  that  the  abori?inf«?  on  this  coast  are  ml! 
Araucanians,  and  that  they  inhabit  the  n<  ti  oul  k  rule  districts  bet  wee ii 
the  risers  Biohio  and  Valdivia.  Tiie  fruiUuincss  of  the  soil*  abundant 
springs,  and  a  icinperate  climate,  render  that  oountiy  even  more  de* 
lightfol  than  Chill.  Artuco,  the  smallest  provinee  in  their  territoiy, 
has  given  its  name  to  the  whole  natioii.  They  never  used  to  build 
towns,  but  resided  in  scattered  villages,  or  in  hamlets  on  the  banks 
of  rivers.  liove  of  hberty  and  want  of  refinement  induced  them  tO 
consider  walled  ciues  as  tlie  residence  of  slaves. 

'i'he  Aiducamans,  says  Vancouver,  were  the  only  people  in  Sotith 
Ameriea  that  maintained  their  mdcpeodenee  by  feroe  of  arms ;  bottho 
pmdenee  and  ability  of  a  single  incuvidual  have  done  more  in  reducing 
that  warlike  people  than  all  the  armies  of  Spain.  By  the  judicious 
policy  of  VMllenor.  President  of  Chili,  the  two  nations  have  lon^  been 
kept  on  nnii(  ;i!)lr  t(  rms  with  each  other;  and  now  Indian  maL^istratea 
superintend  tlie  trade  carried  on  by  their  countrymen  with  liie  Span- 
lards.  The  eoloBisti  and  the  natives  associate  with  each  oilier,  and 
Araoeanian  woilunen  are  frequently  met  with  in  the  Spanish  settle- 
ments, biteimarriages  have  likewise  tended  to  strengthen  the  bond 
of  union,      \h  also  the  case  at  Cliilo^*. 

Polys  imv  is  considered  lawful  by  the  Araucanians  in  the  interior,  - 
who  stiU  adhere  to  their  ancient  usages  ;  but  the  first  wife  is  treated  with 
great  respect  by  all  the  others,  and  acknowledged  to  be  their  superior. 
Each  wife  is  obliged  to  present  daily  to  her  husband  a  dish  prepared 
with  her  own  hxSls ;  and  onee  a  year  a  ponclio^  or  embroidered  doak« 
T^e  women  pay  ip-ent  attention  to  the  cleanliness  of  their  persons. 

November  2f^fh.—0n  Snn<1nv  mnrnin"',  nt  siv,  A.  M.,  we  resumed 
our  survey  of  Uie  coa^^t,  wuh  a  line  breeze  lioHi  bouth-south-west, 
and  fair  weather ;  and  on  Monday,  the  twenty -mnih,  were  close  in  with 
the  entrance  of  the  river  Tolien.  We  soon  discovered  that  this  river 
would  admit  nothing  but  boats ;  and  even  to  enter  with  them  would  be 
at  the  hazard  of  capsizing,  from  the  heavy  rollers  that  are  continually 
miming  in  from  the  soutb-west,  and  breaking  on  the  bar  a  great  part 
of  the  year. 

There  is  a  small  town  on  the  norlheni  bank  of  tliis  river,  which  the 
natives  rail  Pelchue,  containing  about  seven  htmdred  inhabitants, 
principally  eonveited  Araucanians.  They  have  a  church  and  two 
Catholic  priests,  who  are  Spaniards,  and  keep  the  people  completely 
under  their  control.  These  ecclesiastical  gentlemen  attend  the  f m- 
danifo  dunrps!  wifh  the  natives,  and  share  in  their  favourite  amusement 
of  eock-tightmg,  at  which  the  latter  will  often  hazard  all  that  they  aro 
worth.  There  is  a  building  erected  expressly  for  that  purpose  in  the 
soudipafftoftlwtown,  sononndedby  abeautiiulgaiden.  lliebnil<i^ 
ing  is  one  story  hig^  and  about  forty  by  sixty  feet  on  the  floor,  with  a 
cireleof  seats  and  gaOeriee.  This  amusement  is  allowed  only  on  Sun- 
dnvs  and  fr«;tivah,  on  whirh  d;n*s  it  is  attended  by  a  vast  concourse 
of  people  of  ail  classes,  the  most  of  whom  are  never  backward  in 
betting. 
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The  dnndi  !•  large  and  capaebus,  bm  not  elevated,  on  account  of 
eaithquakes.  It  is  richly  endowed,  and  the  interior  ia  fitted  up  md 
embeUished  in  a  style  of  considerable  splendour.   In  these  embelliali* 

meiits  th^  precious  metals  are  not  spared,  particularly  about  the  altars. 
Some  of  the  columns  are  plated  with  silver  an  incli  iluck  ;  while  ilie 
^  drapery,  curtains,  cushions,  and  tassels  are  all  of  rich  siik  crimson 
damasL  The  bell  is  large,  and  in  fair  weather  may  be  heard  at  a 
great  distance.  The  anmsenentt  of  both  aexesi  at  erening  or  afior- 
aoon  parties,  are  similar  to  those  of  the  eilitensof  St.  Carios. 

y^avembcr  20fh. — From  the  river  Toltcn  we  continued  our  coin^e  to^ 
the  north,  'i'he  coast  from  Valdivia  to  the  ij^lri!i(l  af  Mocha  is  en- 
tirely free  from  dangers  hall  a  mile  from  the  siiore,  and  contmucs  the 
same  to  the  island  of  St  Maria  soudi  of  the  river  Biobio.  From  Val- 
divia  to  Caineio  Bay  the  eoutse  is  abont  noith-north-west  one-qnartor 
north ;  and  fiom  thence  to  St.  Maria  the  course  is  north-by-weitt  and 
north-half-west.  Wc  landed  at  the  river  Tarua,  bearing  east-by-north 
from  the  island  of  Mocha,  distant  about  six  \  fA>jne9*  The  lanAing  gt 
the  mouth  of  this  river  is  very  good  nt  hiuli-waur. 

There  is  a  small  village  on  the  south  banii  of  liiis  river,  called  by 
the  natives  Yapelhue,  where  lefireshments  of  every  Und  ma^  be  had 
on  the  most  moderate  terms.  The  inhabitants  are  Arancamans,  and 
are  a  very  good-natured,  friendly  sort  of  people.  Their  property  con* 
sists  principally  of  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs.  They  also  raise  an  ahim- 
dance  of  fruit,  particularly  ninilc  of  wiuch  they  make  very  good  cider. 
The  mouth  of  this  river  is  in  latitude  38**  18'  S.,  long.  73'  45'  W. 

From  this  last-mentioned  place  to  the  island  of  St.  Maria  there  are 
several  small  rlvnlets,  hat  they  are  not  even  navigable  for  boats.  The 
back  country  presents  to  the  mariner,  as  he  sails  along  tUs  coast  fiom 
one  to  three  miles  off'-sliore,  one  of  the  most  pleasing  and  picturesque 
appearances  I  have  ever  witnessed  in  anr  part  of  the  world;  and  the 
shores  are  entirely  free  from  danorers.  Wl-  saw  a  few  small  rookeries 
of  hair-seala  on  the  beaches  lo  tlie  south  oi  ihe  Bay  of  Carucxo. 

On  the  soath  side  of  the  last-mentioned  bay  is  the  Urid^  of  Tn- 
capel,  a  rocky  mountain  about  two  thousand  feet  above!  the  level  of  die 
aea*  from  which  it  rises  in  a  bluff  precipice,  forming  a  very  conspicu- 
ous maric  for  this  part  of  the  coast,  as  there  is  no  other  elevated  land 
between  ilie  island  of  .Mocha  and  Conception  Bay. 

December  3d. — On  Friday,  the  3d  of  December,  we  passed  the 
month  of  Port  Conception,  within  about  one  mile  of  the  ahore. 

By  this  time  the  rnder  must  he  aware  that  eveiy  mile  of  die  east 
coast  of  Patagonia,  from  Cape  Corrientes  to  the  Snait  of  Magellan, 
throi!{xh  the  strait  to  Cape  Victor}',  and  from  thence  to  Port  Concep- 
tion, through  t!ie  Onlf  of  Guaytrras,  has  been  carefully  examined  by 
my  boats ;  and  wherever  there  is  no  danger  mentioned  in  tins  jounial^ 
Im  reader  may  be  sure  that  the  passage  or  coiist  is  safe.  If  a  frank. 
Open,  plain  stateoMmt  of  fiiets  should  obtam  carrency,  instead  of  those 
hifhiy  wrought  descriptions  of  dangers  which  bolder  on  romance,  I  am 
]ea  to  believe  that  navigation  in  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  world 
will,  in  a  *ihort  time,  be  considered  equally  safe  and  ea««y  as  that  be- 
tween America  and  Europe.   All  that  is  uecessary  to  briug  about  this 
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desinibic  result  is  for  every  nHvigutor  to  give  unvarnished  statements 
of  tilings  as  thoy  really  and  nclually  exist ;  and  not  attempt  to  enhance 
liis  own  repuiattou  iur  skill  and  couiage  by  exaggerating  die  diiliculliefi 
he  has  encsoumered  asd  overcome.  Ffom  the  long  experience  whieh 
I  have  had,  ia  the  moat  windy,  blustering,  aad  boialemua  aeaa^ — along 
coasts,  around  capes,  and  through  straits,  on  almost  every  part  of  the 
globp's  surface,  I  can  assert  with  confidence,  without  the  fear  of  the 
fact'b  being  disproved,  that  there  is  no  worse  weather  or  more  hazard- 
ous navigation,  in  any  latitude  or  longitude,  than  there  is  on  tiic  coast 
of  North  America. 

It  is  a  melancholy  fact  that  most  disastioiis  acddents  have  occurred, 
and  will  again  occur,  to  the  best  of  ships,  commaaded  by  the  most 
able  navigators,  and  manned  by  the  most  efficient  crews.  But  where 
there  is  one  fact  ol  iliis  description,  there  are  many  of  a  very  different 
character.  6>unie  bhi[>-niasters,  I  am  sorry  to  say  it,  do  not  understand 
theiff  duQr,  and  are  not  competent  to  fill  the  atatioa  to  vhicfa  they  have 
aspired ;  others,  who  are  better  qualified,  are  deficient  in  eaergy  aad 
deciskNIt  and  have  not  confidence  in  their  own  judgoaenL  Many  dis* 
asters  are  attribut;iMc  to  both  these  facts ;  and  they  are  published  to 
the  world  as  so  muny  evidences  of  unavoid;i!)]e  perils  in  navigation. 

As  before  stated,  we  passed  Port  Coiicepuon  on  the  3d  oi  Decem- 
ber, and  traced  the  shore  along  to  the  normward,  for  the  cysCance  of 
ihiiteen  leagues,  to  the  river  Itaia.  Tfaeeoastbatwecntfatt  two  planes 
Tuns  norch-SjF-west,  with  a  bold  shore,  free  torn  dangers  a  little  aoiv 

than  two  cables'  length  from  the  beach. 

On  the  north  bank  of  the  river  Itata,  about  ten  miles  from  its  en- 
trance, is  the  little  town  of  (/olcmu,  inhabited  by  about  six  iiundred 
Araucaniaus,  and  oue  Catholic  priest,  a  naiive  of  Old  Spain.  Faither 
1^  the  river,  at  the  disttiee  of  about  seventy  nlles,  on  the  ssine  sidsb 
stands  the  pofiulous  town  of  Chilian,*  containing  about  twelve  hundred 
inhabitants  of  the  same  race,  who  are  blest  with  seven  Ci^tliolic 
priests,  besides  about  thirty  other  persons  from  Spain,  England,  and 
the  United  Stales,  most  of  whom  have  abscoiuied  from  ships  engaged 
in  the  whaling  business,  wliile  watering  at  Talcaguaiio,  and  settled 
here;  having  taken  wives  of  the  daughters  of  the  land,**  with  whom 
they  appear  to  live  very  happily.  This  town  can  beast  of  two  churchen 
and  a  convent.  The  inliabitaalfl  are  a  very  active,  hidnstiioas  people, 
engaged  in  rural  and  pastoral  occupations,  particularly  in  r'i^in'j  wheat 
and  c.iiile.  A  considerable  quantity  of  grain  is  shipped  from  this  place 
to  (;(}ncep:ton  and  V  alpajai^o,  in  small  vessels  of  one  hundred  tons 
aikl  less,  navigated  by  the  natives  of  the  coast.' 

Ob  spring  Udes,  the  water  has  a  dspth  of  ten  feet  as  far  up  this 
river  as  the  town  first  mentioned ;  between  which  and  Chilian  inter- 
course is  kept  open  by  small  flat  canoes.  In  the  summer  season,  a 
ship  may  anchor  in  a  small  bay  about  three  miiea  to  the  northward  of 

•  TU«  imm,  which  i»  .il«o  Ailkid  SM  UMtfcalwiew.  in  the  mpital  ol  th<-  proviiMe  of  Cblllsa,  tb* 
lult^r  Iwin^  tui'lve  iRagur*  from  nurtti  tosoulb,  and  Iwrniy  five  from  csui  to  \*c*t.  lla  plalna,  b«lflg 
roiMtidiTjbiy  rlf^fl»»*i|.  nfTdn)  r\e4>llriii  pjv«Kr»'  for  shtH'ji,  wUowe  <m»o1  t»  recVon«l  of  ■  Biipcrtor 
qiinliry.  Tlie  |>r«JTin<'f  bfinwii  CbdUii  anil  ilic  eoast.  U  ele»en  li-tetira  from  north  lo  aoutb, 
■n«l  iWauty-tbr>>4-  f'o««  t.i.;  lo  wct-t.   It  prodticr*  it)«  b*«it  wijw  in  mil  Chiii.  Iftiawn  by  ibe  nam* 
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the  river ;  where,  with  die  prevailing  wiods,  she  will  have  a  tolerable 
good  shelter,  in  fion  twenty  to  five  Mmoam  of  irater,  widt  endj  kM^ 
torn.  Whatever  fefireahmencs  may  be  wsmed  will  be  brought  eff  is 
bolses,  if  the  sea  be  too  rough  for  the  ship^s  boat  to  land.  There  are 
no  dangers  along  this  part  of  the  coast,  rxerptiricr  off  tlic  north  point 
of  the  ri\'er,  where  there  is  a  sandbank,  ruiiinng  nearly  dead  off-shore 
for  the  Uisrance  of  half  a  mile.  In  approaching  this  baiik,  tiie  water 
shallowe  very  suddenly,  &om  ten  faithoms  to  two.  After  bringmg  Uie 
eztremhy  of  the  north  poini  of  die  river  (whkfa  is  very  low)  to  hetr 
east-by-flonth,  the  ship  will  be  to  the  noiih  of  the  hank ;  when  she 
may  choose  her  own  anchorage,  taking  care  to  he  nt  Ira-t  hull"  n  mile 
from  the  share,  that  she  m;iy  have  room  to  get  imder  way,  if  the  wind 
should  set  in  from  the  westward,  which  is  selUom  the  case. 

About  twenty-six  leagues  from  the  river  Ilata,  on  a  north-half-west 
•AOoree,  the  river  MsHle,  mentioned  in  my  former  voyage,  empties  he 
TN-aters  into  the  Pacific.  Between  these  two  rivets  the  coast  is  entirely 
free  from  dangers,  two  cables*  leno:th  from  the  shore.  Twelve  leagues 
north  of  the  Itata  arc  three  small  islands,  or  rocks,  connected  with  the 
main,  from  which  ships  are  perfectly  safe  ai  the  distance  of  twenty 
fathoms.  Ou  these  rocks  we  foimd  a  few  hair-seals,  but  they  were 
very  wiM. 

'  Seventeen  leagues  from  Rio  Maule,  about  north*half-west,  lies  the 
Topocalma  Shoal,  which  is  oesriy  three  miles  in  length,  and  about  the 

same  distance  from  the  shore.  I  have  seen  the  sea  break  on  thi^  reef 
whh  great  violence,  but  the  passage  between  it  and  the  main  is  safe 
for  Bmali  vessels,  i  would  not,  however,  recommend  it  to  ships,  ex- 
cept in  ease  of  neeessity.  This  reef  lies  in  lat.  89**  53'  S.,  and  the 
land  abreast  of  it  runs  eirenitously  towards  the  river  Mapo,  on  the 
north  bank  of  which  is  a  small  town*  called  by  the  natives  LogroiMs 
or  Antonio. 

From  liie  river  Mapo,  a  course  north-wcst-by-norih  leads  to  a  white 
rock,  in  lat.  33^  27'  S.,  which  appears  at  a  distance  like  a  vessel 
under  sail  running  along  the  coast.  Tliis  rock  is  nearly  connected 
with  the  shore,  and  forma  a  good  landmaHi  for  distingnisliing  this  part 
of  the  coast.  Fifteen  roOes  north-north-west  from  White  Rock  is 
Point  dc  Gouramilla,  having  a  sugar-loaf  bill  near  it,  which  has  the  same 
appearance  from  different  points  of  view  on  the  seaboard.  The  coast 
from  Topocalma  Shoal  to  Point  Couramilla  is  bold,  and  free  from 
dangers  j  but  to  the  northward  of  the  latter  there  are  some  rocks,  which 
nm  out  about  half  a  mile  from  the  land.  From  henee  to  Pbint  Angel, 
at  the  entrance  of  Valparaiso  Bay,  the  land  is  high,  and  the  course 
north*iiorth-ea8t,  about  four  Ir  igr.c  s*  distance.  Point  Angel  may  be 
known  hy  ;i  lioiise  and  signal-staff  upon  it. 

December  Sth. — Having  thus  examined  the  whole  extent  of  this 
roast,  from  Cape  Tres  Montes  to  the  Hay  ot  V  alparaiso,  we  entered 
the  last-named  port  on  Wednesday,  the  8ih  of  December,  and  came 
to  anchor  in  fifteen  fiithoms  of  watert  aboot  three  cables*  length  §nm 
shore.  From  this  anchorage  PofaM  Angel  bore  west-by-north ; 
fort  in  the  town  west-north-west ;  the  ehtirch  of  Almandel  southneasl- 
by-east'-lialtasti  «d  die  eestcm  point  of  the  bay  nortb'giet  >y  iMii 
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I  lost  no  time  in  paying  nqr  respects  to  my  old  fitend,  Mr.  Hogan« 

who  received  me  in  the  most  cordiitl  and  afTectionate  manner,  tendering 
his  services  in  rhrit  kind,  polite,  delicate,  and  friendly  si^  le  which  re- 
lieves a  favour  from  the  weight  of  oblisration.  Indeed,  the  iirrous 
*  feelings  of  this  truly  good  man  are  too  prone  lu  run  ahead  of  his  iumted 
mnaa,  especially  in  cases  when  the  interests  of  his  countrymen  are 
concerned.  His  life  is  devoted  to  sets  of  nsefiihiees  ami  beneficence* 
and  the  emoluments  of  his  ofhce  are  nothing  in  comparison  with  the 
sum  of  good  he  perforin''  .  Few  things  wonh!  nfTord  me  irreater  pleasure 
than  to  see  tlii.s  venerable  and  faithful  oihcrr  rcwanlcil  bv  his  country' 
with  8ome  situation  under  the  government  where  the  labours  would  be 
lighter  and  the  reward  more  commensurate  with  his  deserts. 

As  a  brief  description  of  Valparaiso,  comprising  all  the  particulars 
whh  which  I  am  acquainted,  will  be  found  in  the  journal  of  my  former 
voyage,  I  have  nothing  to  add  in  this  place.  Having  transacted  the 
little  business  1  had  to  perform  at  this  port,  we  sailed  for  Callao  on 
Saturday,  the  llih  of  December,  with  fresh  winds  from  south-south- 
west, and  fair  weather.  After  passing  Coquiiubo,  we  touched  at  tiie 
Bird  Islands  in  search  of  seals,  but  found  very  few  of  the  for  kitid. 
These  islands  are  in  lat.  20°  85'  S.,  and  lie  about  north-west  from 
Fbint  Tortuga,  distant  eight  leagues ;  being  ten  miles  from  the  nearest 
land.  Still  farther  north  is  the  island  of  Choros.  Ships  may  run  any- 
where among  these  islands,  or  between  them  and  the  main,  with 
perfect  safety. 

Eleven  leagues  fiom  these  islands,  in  the  direction  of  north-by-west, 
is  the  islandofCanayeral,  joined  to  the  main  by  a  amall  sandbank, 
which  is  covered  at  full  sea.   Six  leagues  farther,  north-half-east,  is 

Point  Aliaiie,  off  which  there  arc  a  few  rocks,  whicli  extend  into  the 
sea  for  ihr  distance  of  about  half  a  mile.  Nearly  north,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  two  leagues,  in  lat.  28^  24  S.,  long.  70''  58'  ^V'.,  is  the  port 
of  Huasco,  or  Guasco,  which  is  merely  a  roadstead,  open  to  the  winds 
from  north  to  westpby-soutb ;  which  never  blow  at  this  place,  however, 
80  as  to  injure  any  ship.  The  anchorage  is  in  front  of  Uie  river, 
tinder  a  small  low  island,  in  from  fifteen  to  seven  fatlioms  of  water, 
sand  nrt'l  mud  bottom.  Huasco  Hill  is  hiah,  risin?  in  two  peaks,  the 
norihernmosL  of  which  is  the  liighcst,  lurmniu;  ;i  good  mark  in  running 
for  this  place,  as  there  is  no  otlier  like  tiiem  ou  ail  the  coast. 

December  14ljl.— We  left  the  port  <^  Huasco  on  Tuesday,  the  I4th, 
and  steered  to  the  north,  with  a  favourable  wind,  and  fair  weatiier; 
and  on  the  following  day  we  were  off  the  port  of  Copiapo.  All  the 
islands  and  rocks  Ijctwrm  this  place  and  Coqnimbo  are  froriiicnted  by 
hair-seals  ;  and  a  small  c  ir^o  might  be  obtained  in  tlie  pupping  season. 

The  city  of  Copiapo  is  the  capital  of  a  province  of  tlie  same  name, 
which  contains  mines  of  iron,  copper,  platma,  lead,  and  silver,  aud 
abomids  in  gold,  lapis-lasidi,  and  fossil  salt.  The  city  is  situated  on 
%  liver  which  also  bears  the  same  appellation,  and  is  in  lat.  27°  10' 
and  long.  71^  4'  W.  The  province,  which  stretches  from  the  Andc^ 
to  the  sea,  is  one  hundred  leagues  in  length,  and  about  seventy  m 
breadth.  Its  northern  part  is  inhabited  chiefly  by  the  htmters  of  an 
s^nioial  called  the  vicugna^  about  the  hug  of  a  tame  goat,  but  greatly 
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4K0«ediiig  it  in  tbe  length  of  its  neck  and  leg».  In  this,  prorineei  M 
in  iu  more  southerly  neighbour,  Coqaimbo,  it  very  eeldom  rains ;  but 

the  dews  fall  in  such  •r!biin(knrp  as  in  a  great  measure  to  supply  the 
want  of  rain.  Snow,  cxt  ri  t  on  tlie  Andes,  is  very  uncommon;  and 
■on  the  coast  entirely  unknown.  The  climate  is  mild,  equable,  and 
aalnbrioQs,  and  the  inhabitants  enjoy  a  constant  snccession  of  fine 
weather  from  the  beginning  of  s])ring  until  antunin. 
•  Fievjous  to  the  invasion  of  the  Spaniards,  in  1535,  the  provinces 
of  Copiapo  and  Coquimbo  had  been  siilnUird  by  thn  I^rnivinns,  under 
their  tenth  inca,  Yupanqui,  who  imposed  on  liiem  an  annual  tribute  of 
gold,  but  made  no  innovation,  either  in  their  customs,  manners,  or  gov- 
ernment, all  of  which  they  were  suffered  to  retain  free  and  unaltered, 
tfll  the  year  1585,  when  Chili  was  Invaded  by  the  Spaniards,  under 
Diego  Aimagco.  This  brave  and  entorpriising  officer,  who  aftenvard 
fell  in  a  contest  with  the  army  of  his  rival,  Pizarro,  was  succeeded  by 
Valdivia,  who  <;ave  his  name  to  the  rity  and  river  mentioned  in  the  first 
part  of  this  cliajiter.  He  was  iiuiiiiy  defeated  by  the  intrepid  Aran- 
canians,  his  army  cut  to  pieces,  and  himselt  taken  prisoner.  Nut  d 
single  Spaniard  escaped  the  slaughter ;  only  two  Promancians,  who 
were  now  allies  to  their  invaders,  reached  Conception  with  intelligence 
of  the  battle.  Valdivia  condescended  'to  ask  his  life  of  the  conquering 
Araucanians,  but  was  put  to  death. 

\  The  city  of  Copiapo  has  been  irequcniiy  destroyed  by  earthquakes, 
which  have  occurred  at  dilVerent  periods,  about  twenty-live  years  dis- 
tant from  each  other.  Thns  there  was  one  m  1773,  another  in  1708« 
and  a  third  in  1819.  The  ruins,  which  are  still  visible,  present  a 
scene  of  dreadful  destruction;  the  walls  of  the  different  buildings  and 
churches  Ir.iving  fallen  in  different  directions.  On  the  west  side  of  the 
ruins,  at  some  distance,  is  the  silver  mine  of  l^auta  Clara.  There  are 
also  gold  mines  in  the  neighbourhood. 

The  point  of  Copiapo  forms  a  remarkable  headland,  and  firom  a  dis- 
tance appears  like  an  island.  The^river  empties  into  the  north-east 
pert  of  8alada  Bay,  and  there  is  a  small  island  lying  before  its  en- 
trance. The  bluff  point,  or  Moro  of  Copiapo,  lies  in  lat.  27°  10'  S.t 
long.  71°  4'  W.  Variation  per  azimuth  11°  55'  easterly. 
^  To  the  northward  of  Copiapo  the  coast  runs  north,  a  little  westerly, 
to  the  bay  of  Mexillones,  which  has  good  anchorage  under  the  buutii 
shore,  in  firom  fifteen  to  five  fathoms  of  water,  sandy  bottom.  This 
place  is  situated  in  lat.  23°  2'  S.,  long.  70°  2i  W. — the  great  Desert 
of  Atacama  forming  the  interior.  We  continued  examining  the  coast 
in  this  direction  to  the  river  T.o  i,  in  lat.  21^  '31  JS.,  long  09^  57'  W. 
This  river  divides  Peru  from  (  luii,  and  is  the  boundary  line  between 
'Atacama  in  the  laitei  and  1  urrapaca  iu  the  former.  The  coast,  from 
this  plaee  to  Copiapo,  has  many  small  islands  and  rocks  lying  near 
Its  shores,  on  each  of  which  may  be  found  hai^eeds.  the  most  of 
which  can  be  easily  taken.  The  whole  extent  of  this  pairt  of  the  coast 
is  entirrly  free  from  d  infers,  half  a  mile  off-shore. 

December  20th. — On  Monday,  the  20lh,  we  left  liic  river  Lon,  and 
steered  for  Callao,  with  a  fine  breeze  from  south-south-east,  and  fair 
freather ;  and  on  Thursday,  the  23d,  we  came  to  anchor  on  the  east 
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side  ofSangallan's  Island,  uulun  about  half  a  mije  from  th(  maiolsiid, 
in  five  laiiioms  of  waier,  sandy  bottom.  On  Una  ialmid  aud  ihc  adja- 
eem  kityn  we  fiwad  a  fow  fiirHMala.  Hair-seilB  were  quile  Bmww, 
bot  we  did  noi  take  wacf  of  them. 

The  passage  between  SangalWs  and  the  mainland  is  the  sontheni 
entrance,  and  pcrliaps  the  best  passage  to  approach  Pisco ;  though 
vessels  may  pass  on  either  side.  It  is  in  lau  13^  53'  S.,  long.  Ttt'* 
13'  W.  After  passing  ilic  east  point  of  this  entrance,  you  may  double 
immediately  round  to  the  eastward,  and  anchor  in  what  i&  called  Old 
Ma2i*a  Bay,  m  frain  twelve  to  four  fathoms  of  water,  sandy  boitoiBv 
dieltered  from  all  winds.  There  is  no  danger  in  entering  this  pas- 
sage, keeping  the  mainland  best  aboard,  to  avoid  a  sunken  rock  which 
lies  on  the  other  side,  about  two  rabies*  length  from  ihr  fastcmmost 
key,  or  sj^iall  islet,  on  which  ilie  sea  broTiks  in  rough  weatiier.  The 
depth  oi  water  in  liie  pa^-ssage  is  from  thu  iy  to  twelve  fathoms.  From 
this  passage  steer  iiarth-ea8t4iy«D0ith,  a  little  northeily,  ahoot  eight 
nuiea,  wfaidi  will  bringyon  to  the  anchorage  of  Pieeo.  It  was  in  the 
Bay  of  Paraca,  to  the  sooth  of  thb  andiDrage^  that  the  edebiated  Lovd 
Coelirani'  hiudrf!,  in  1821. 

In  saiimg  from  Pisco  Roads,  you  may  pass  between  Sangallan*s 
Island  and  the  Chinca  Islands,  ol-  to  tlie  north  of  the  last-mentioned 
islands,  with  perfect  safety,  as  then  are  no  dangers  aroiuid  these 
islands,  more  than  two  cables*  length  from  the  ahoree,  but  what  show 
the  I  n  ( !  ves  on  the  mBoheem 

The  Bay  of  Pisco  has  bpcn  so  accurately  described  by  Capt,  Amasa 
Delano,  that  1  shall  take  the  liberty  of  copyinjr  the  paragraph  verba- 
tim,  as  far  as  it  coincides  with  my  own  actual  observations. 

The  Bay  of  i^isco  is  large,  and  as  clear  of  ail  daugeni  as  any  that 
I  erer  saw.  It  has  regnlar  sonndings  ail  ofcr  it,  of  a  moderate  deptli 
of  water,  and  fine  clear  ground  for  a  ship  to  anchor  in.  The  bay  is  a 
crem:ent  in  the  land,  and  hm  a  number  of  islands  lying  before  the 
rnrrance  to  the  westward  of  it,' which  break  all  the  sea,  or  v.inil,  if 
ilirre  should  be  any  from  that  quarter.  The  i.-^lainl^i  are  called  the 
Tinkers,  and  are  conbiderably  large :  ihey  have  good  anchoring  under 
the  lee  of  them,  and  there  are  many  seals  on  them. 

**The  most  common  way  to  so  into  Pisco  is  by  eommg  from  the 
southward,  and  sailing  between  the  island  of  Sangallaa^s  and  the  main- 
land. This  isliuul  lies  in  latitude  13^  52'  S.,  and  has  a  passage  be- 
tween it  and  the  main  about  t-vo  niiles  in  width,  which  is  very  clear 
of  all  kinds  of  dan*»er.  As  soon  as  it  is  passed,  the  vessel  must  bo 
hauled  round  the  point  of  the  bay  to  tiie  eastward,  aud  sail  in  to  the 
northwanl  and  eastward,  leaving  all  the  islands  and  roeka  lo  the-lelt- 
handf  ftr  the  purpose  of  keepin<>[  to  windward.  After  having  passed 
to  the  eastward  of  all  the  islands  in  the  buy,  Pisco  will  come  in  view, 
lying  in  the  easterly  part  of  it,  iu  latitude,  by  our  observations  (though 
we  had  not  a  very  ijoml  opportunity  to  observe),  13^  42'  S.  The 
anchor  may  be  cast  m  four,  live,  or  six  fathoms,  to  the  westward  of 
the  towttt  tboa|^  io  reality  then  k  Md  aBdmn^  aaywhsw  to  the 
soothwardof  raeo^witha  better  lifiif-plaee  than  off  to  the  westwavd. 


•«Tbe  ahoie  or  hmfag-piace  at  Pisca  la  m  veiy  goad*  owiof  «» 


Digitized  by  Google 


t 


Hee.]  BLOCKADE  OF  CALLAO.  iTT 

a  bar  thai  lies  before  the  town;  but  at  mobi  tiiiicb  one  can  land  wiili  a, 
^ood  boat,  uiid  alw  ay*»  procure  plenty  oi  reiVeshmcnis,  if  the  govern- 
ment win  give  perauMKNi.  The  town  k  orach  laiger  than  the  other 
small  ports  on  some  parts  of  the  eoast,  but  it  is  an  inconaidetablepbce* 
It  stands  on  a  plain  which  is  low,  and  runs  for  some  nules  back  before 
it  borders  on  the  mountains,  and  .ip[)f^nr5  handsome  in  comparison  with 
any  place  s  )ui}i  of  ihiis  till  you  j^el  to  Coquimbo.  It  is  tolernbiy  well 
supplied  with  all  kinds  of  provisions,  vegetables^  and  fruit ;  but  thf^. 
fresh  water  is  not  very  good.  The  Itousee  are  bnik  after  the  style 
Conception  and  Valparaiso :  the  habits  and  eustons  of  the  peoj^e  are 
likewise  simQar. 

**Thc  country  back  has  a  much  better  aspect  (on  account  of  the 
Icyel  ground  before  you  conir  to  the  mountains)  than  any  place  to  tbf 
souili  for  many  de^ecb.  l  iie  bay  ^vould  accommodate  any  number 
of  ships,  and  afford  tiietu  good  shelter.  The  islands  to  the  westward 
of  it  are  large,  and  80*91x1  nothing  bm  seals,  eggs,  and  bird^naasre : 
the  latter  is  a  great  article  of  trade  on  the  coast  of  Pern***  4c.  - 

Dec.  25 — After  examining  SangaUan^s  Island  and  the  Chinea 
Islands  for' fur-seals,  with  very  little  success,  aliliough  hair-seals  were 
plenty,  wc  sailed  for  the  port  of  Callao,  liie  seaport  and  citadel  of  the 
Cjupeii  of  rities/'  as  Lima  was  formerly  called  by  the  Spaniards.  This 
was  on  tSaiurday,  liie  25th  of  December ;  the  weather  was  pleasant, 
and  we  were  wafted  along  with  a  fresh  breese  from  sontb<oiitb>eaai. 
At  two  o'dock  on  the  folbwiog  morning  we  came  to  anchor  u  CaUan 
roads,  in  four  fathoms  of  wator,  muddy  bottom,  abont  two  cable's  length 
.   firom  the  landing-place.  , 

,  The  Bay  of  Callao  is  protected  from  the  prevailing  south  winds  by 
ja  long  neck  of  laiid  whicii  projects  into  tlie  sea,  and  by  the  large  island 
of  St.  Lorenzo,  which  rises  opposite  to  tliis  cape ;  also  by  the  small 
islands  of  Fronton  and  El  Corcobado*  The  island  of  St  Lorenzo  is 
readily  known,  on  making  it  from  the  Vest  or  south-west,  by  the  hills 
or  peaks  on  its  north  end.  There  are  several  small  rocky  i^slets  lying 
off  the  south  end  of  this  inland ;  but  there  is  deep  water  between  tliem, 
and  a  clenr  p:!Sfiage  for  running  inio  Calliio,  hecpiiig  St.  TiOrenzo  best 
on  board,  uuui  me  castle  on  Caiiao  Toint  opens  norili  of  the  low  sandy 
pehtt  to  the  west  of  it  But  though  this  entrance  to  Callao  is  perfectly 
sab  for  those  who  are  acquainted  with  it,  I  would  advise  straogeie  to 
go  vouad  tite  north  end  of  St.  Lorenzo.  The  shore  on  the  north  side 
ef  the  bay  is  bul  J,  and  free  from  dangers 

Caiiao  was  at  this  time  in  possrssion  of  the  royal  troops*,  under 
General  Rotlil,  coiuinanJaul  of  tlie  cattle  and  fortress  by  which  tlie 
jdace  i.s  dt  fended.  Although  the  poii  was  declared  lo  be  imder  block- 
ade b>  ihc  patxiots,  I  found  no  difficulty  in  passing  in  unmolested.  The 
independence  of  Peru  had  been  at  length  acoon^lished  by  the  decisive 
vialnty of  Ayacucho,  fou|^  serenteen  days  belbre  my  arrival.  Bolivar 
wris  then  ;!t  F,!Fn:<.  invf-stf?  willi  dirt:itori:il  pnv,fr>^.  ^hr  mr\\n  lx>dy 
of  I  he  liberiUaig  army  ironi  ( -olonilna  was  eomuiandcd  by  Antonio  Jo;<e  de 
iiucre.  Five  months  of  skilful  manceu\'ting  on  cither  side  preceded  the 
hattie :  the  result  is  well  known ;  tiie  royalists  were  defeated  witii  great 
elanghter.  La  Sema  the  viceroy  was  pursued  and  taken  pnaonnr; 
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and  General  Gtnlmei  the  Moond  is  €0Hbh4  Auid  it  MCHuy  l» 

eapitulatr. 

By  ihe  lerms  of  capitulation,  all  the  Spanish  possessions  in  Peru 
were  to  be  given  up,  indudiog  the  castles  of  Callau ;  and  ail  liie  officers, 
dovet,  jBBi&ry  mmamn,  wnA  mu  wen  to  lemam  ia  poeseeeiMi  ef 
tlie  patriots.  Bet  &e  eoiiuiiaiidatt(Sodil)i«fiisedtosiur<^^ 
pliattce  widi  the  canitolation,  and  continued  to  defend  the  castles  of 
Onllno  with  nn}*ielaing  obstinacv.  Bolivar  had  tlicreforp  issued  a 
proclaiiiauon  dc(  Inrino  Uie  port  to  be  in  slrirt  hlorkridi  :  and  that  Kodil, 
by  his  conduct  ju  holding  the  castles,  should  be  eonsidemd  as  having 
separated  himself  (rom  the  Spanish  nation,  and  cut  himself  oA'  from  ail 
the  rights  of  nations.   Adepts  forces  were  also,  assembled  by  sen 


a  battery  nritnin  gun-shot  of  Gallao,  and  the  besiegers  and  besieged 
were  continually  firing  upon  each  other,  but  without  rnurh  rfff  rL 
Hodii  was  well  supplied  with  stores  and  aninmn'^K»ni  and  rejected 
every  proposal  lor  his  surrpuder.* 

Boeh  was  the  state  of  efiSihs  when  I  entered  the  pon  of  Callao  no 
the  S6th  of  Deoenber,  18S4,  and  anchored  near  the  towiL  A  United 
States*  squadron,  under  Commodore  Hull,  was  lying  in  the  roadstead, 
ron«;isrini^  of  thr  friintr  United  Stales,  the  sloop-of-war  Peacock,  and 
fcclioonrr  Dnljilun:  their  object  was  the  protcriion  of  Norlli  American 
commerce,  which  had  suffered  much  during  the  struggle  of  the  revo- 
lution. 


Tke  Port  of  Calko — Destmrtidu  of  the  Town  in  1746 — Condition  of  the  Place  in 
lR'>4_Clo^oly  nivesU  il  l.y  Land  and  Sea— Did  not  "  rali  h  a  Tnrtar"— The  City 
oi  Lima — Sail  iVmn  (."n!I:v<v— Arrive  nt  (r^uilca — Vi*it  the  City  oi  Arequipu — Sail 
from  Quilca— Arrive  at  Port  8ant« — CnuM  sldtig  tiM  CoMl^PafC  of  Guan- 
chaco-  Tit  y  ol  TruxUlo — Bay  of  Caraccos,  and  the  surroandtng  Countr)— View 
of  Chimt)oraxo — A,  I^'alion  in  the  Clouds — Volcano  of  Pichioca — Kruption  of 
Cotopaxi— Sail  fimn  Caraecss  Bay— Airive  at  Coeoi  Idand. 

Callao,  as  the  reader  probably  knows,  is  a  seaport  town  of  Peru, 
situated  on  tlie  somh-fast  -^ifh'  of  a  beautiful. hny  or  harbour,  wlufh 
forms  the  mouth  of  tin  r  Hunac,  or  Lima;  oti  the  south  side  of 
which,  seven  or  eight  uiiki>  more  inland,  stands  tiie  celebrated  city  of 
that  name.  Pjrevious  to  the  dreadfid  earthquake  of  1Y4(K,  Callao  wis 
considered  by  the  Spaniards  to  be  impregnable :  it  was  then  foftified 
hy  ten  bastions  and  several  batteries,  and  defended  by  a  strong  gani- 
son.  But  that  Callao  wa^  entirely  destroyed  hy  the  visitation  just 
jilhififd  to,  and  the  y>rpsont  town  stands  tarthrr  from  the  water,  con- 
sistmg  of  a  single  street,  not  ^re  tlian  hail'  a  mile  in  length,  following 

•  For  R  ii  or.  I  arti.  uUr  jHWlUkB af  *>!•  S^e*,  •■•  J*  Annflrt  >«gHlW,  pOtt^l* 9  ACl 

€w*ui|  tat  iiAy6,  p.  m- 


The  patriots  had  erected 
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the  ciunrature  of  the  bay :  this  street  is  intersected  by  two  or  thrae 
ethtrs,  whieb  aro  of  coiineTefy  short,  ozcqntheoi^  whieh 
'tiiegreaMoad  to  Liiitt. 

iTie  honses  genenUy  are  of  one  story  onlyf  with  flat  roofs* 

i«:  of"  no  in^'onvpnif^nop  in  a  conntn'^  like  this,  where  it  seldom  or  never 
raius.  F^*r  the  greater  security  against  rrirthqnakrs,  these  buildin^H 
arc  con.-struetcd  in  a  pecnhar  manner,  and  covered  witli  exceedinsjly 
light  materials.  In  liic  first  place,  the  bize  and  shape  of  tiie  uiteDdcU 
ellfice  is  carefolly  marked  out  upon  the  ground  which  it  is  intended  to 
oeeopy.  Then,  instead  of  proceeding  to  lay  a  foundation  as  we  do, 
they  dig  deep  holes  in  the  gromul  along  the  hne  which  marks  the  build- 
ing^s  dimension^,  ahovit  six  feet  apart,  in  which  they  firni!y  *^f't  posts 
of  twelve  or  ^  jwtitcen  inches  in  circumference,  and  of  sutlicieiit  height 
to  form  a  dw  elling.  On  the  outside  of  these  posts  lung  sticks  of  bam- 
boo* an  inch  Or  more  in  diameter,  are  fastened  in  a  horizontal  po8iti<m, 
with  thongs  of  tmdressed  hide.  Theyeomnwnoe  at  the  grmuid,  where 
they  lash  on  three  bamboos  close  to^^er ;  two  feet  above  them, they 
lash  on  three  more,  and  so  on  to  the  top,  leaving  about  the  same  dis- 
tance bptween  each  triplet  of  bamboos :  through  these  horizcntal  layers 
more  s hinder  bamboos  arc  woven  perpendicularly  as  closely  as  possible. 
Ou  tlie  outside  of  all  is  put  a  coat  of  plastering,  and  the  walls  of  the 
boDse  are  completed.  The  roofs  areof  cane,  and  are  woven  and  plaslersd 
in  the  same  manner;  so  that  in  the  most  violent  earthquake,  unless  tho 
ground  be  broken,  nothing  can  fall  but  bamboos  and  plaster,  the  weight 
of  whi( rh  might  braise,  but  would  hardly  fracture  a  limb,  much  less 
destroy  life. 

The  old  town  was  difiercndy  constructed,  and  great  was  the  fall 
thereof;"  but  thooj^  the  earthquake  was  the  cause  of  its  destmetion, 
it  was  not  the  hnmediate  instrwnent.  '^The  sea/*  says  Ulloa,  **ro- 
eedlng  to  a  considerable  distance  from  the  shore,  returned  in  moun* 
tainou*;  waves,  tbaming  wilh  the  violence  of  the  agitation,  and  suddenly 
turned  Callao  arif^  »he  neighbouring  coiintr}'  into  a  sea.  This  was  not, 
however,  lotnllv  j)i  ri  irmcd  by  the  lirst  swell  of  the  wave*' ;  for  the  sea, 
retiring  fartiier  (su  far,  says  another  writer,  ;is  to  leave  the  shipimig 
diy),  **retonied  widi  still  more  impetnesity, — the  stnpendoiia  masses 
of  water  covering  both  the  walls  amd  other  buildings  of  the  place;  so 
that  whatever  had  escaped  the  first  inrnplioa  was  now  totally  otcn 
whelmed  by  these  terrible  mountains  of  waves,  and  nothing  remained 
except  a  piece  of  the  wall  of  the  port  of  Santa  Cnu  as  a  memorial  of 
this  terrible  devastation. 

There  were  then  in  Uie  harbour  twen^-three  ships  and  other 
Tossds,  great  and  smallt.  of  which  nineteen  were  absointely  snnk; 
while  the  other  four,  one  of  which  was  a  frigate  called  8t  Fermoa* 
were  cairied  by  the  force  of  the  waves  to  a  great  distance  up  the 
OOUntiy.  This  terrible  inundntion  extended  lo  other  part^  of  the  roast, 
as  Cavallos  and  d'uanape.  Al  Callao,  where  the  uumber  of  inhabitants 
amounted  to  about  lour  tiiousand,  two  hundred  only  escaped;  and 
twenty-two  of  tbeee  by  means  of  the  above-mentioned  (ragment  of  a 
wdL** 

'Thus  was  Callao  entiielr  swept  awaj;  and  aeeoniiBg  to Gtein 

MS 


Digitized  by  Google 


* 


laO  VOWNOFCALIAa  {ION. 

Delano,  who  received  Iiis  utfonnaiion  froiii  an  anUquated  survivor,  the 
M  tuoke  0¥6r  the  ground  where  it  eioodl  for  several  days  saecenifiBhr 

aAer  it  happened.   This,**  he -adds,  **60  entirely  destroyed  the  m 
that  it  has  nerer  collected  since  so  as  to  produce  a  spire  of  grass.** 
Ctptaiu  Delano  was  horr*  in  IsOo.  nineteen  years  before  my  visit ;  and 
on  snrwyin;^  thc»  mtr  of  the  fornuT  town,  he  says,  -^Tln  si^lii  was 
shocking  to  a  mun  oi  sensibility  (o  see  tlie  piles  of  human  bones  that 
lie  here*  -The  [iriai  ipal  remahis  or  signs  of  a  town  were  die  Iniek 
arehes  and  stoned  cellars  which  were  not  destroyed  by  the  earthqfiiake. 
My  companions  informed  me  that  some  of  tlie  arches  were  tlie  ruins 
of  prisons,  where  .ill  the  foreigners,  as  well  as  the  lower  order  of  the 
-Spanish  people,  were  confijied.    These  arehrs  were  filled  with  Immaii 
bones,  as  were  also  most  of  tlie  cellars,  wiihou!  ;uiy  Ivind  of  eovering 
over  them.    The  reason,  as  I  was  informed,  that  the  arches  were  so 
fiOed  i^jih  the  bones  was,  that  tliere  were  people  employed  to  pick  them 
up  as  fast  as  they  worked  out  of  the  gravel,  end  put-  diem  mto  t|ie«e 
cellars  and  arches,  but  they  had  not  yet  jpot  ihem  all  in.    I  presume 
we  saw  many  e;irt-1o;u^s  strewed  all  over  the  ground,  besides  flioso  fli?t 
"wer(>  ah  cady  pieked  up  and  deposited.**    The  same  earthquake  ainu>st 
totally  destroyed  the  city  of  Lima. 

Ctdlao  toad,  bay,  or  haibour  is  the  largest,  safest,  and  most  beaniifiil 
of  anyiatheSonthSeas.*  lteoDtaiBSDOTorjt8,andthewater  ia  vwy 
deep.  As  die  winds  which  prevail  here  dtuing  the  winter  always 
blow  from  some  point  l)etween  the  80Ut!i-east  and  the  south,  but  most 
generally  from  the  south,  the  water  in  the  bay  is  always  tranquil,  Ikhtis; 
sheltcrpd  by  Callao  Point  and  the  island  of  St.  TiOrenzo.  The  river 
of  Lima,  which  discharge's-  itself  into  the  sea  under  the  walls  of  Callao, 
ibmishes  an  abundance  of  good  water ;  and  the  loading  and  imloadiBg 
af  vessels  are  facilitated  by  a  mole  furnished  with  cranes,  iu:* 

The  turbulent  state  of  the  times  during  the  revolations  and  counter- 
revolutions  whi  !i  !iad  distracted  Soinli  America  for  severni  vonrs  pre- 
vious to  my  vi.sitni'4  its  western  coust,  li;i(I  f^reatly  retnnif d  tJie  g^rowlh 
of  her  cities,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  inliabilants.  \\  hile  under  the 
government  of  the  Spanish  viceroys,  the  cities  and  towns  of  Pent  were 
more  populous  than  at  present.  In  the  y«ar  1810  the  population  of 
CaOao  was  estimated  alfivethoosand ;  but  in  1829  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stewart 
reports  it  to  be  about  two  thousand.  When  i  visited  tt  in  1824,  as 
related  in  this  journal,  it  wa.s  difli<  nll  to  form  nny  aeeiirate  estimate. 
Most  of  its  males  %vere  in  liie  patriot  anny,  and  many  of  its  iohabkants 
had  removed  to  more  tranquil  situations. 

As  the  seaport  of  Lima,  Callao  has  been  a  place  of  consider^le 
-conunerce,  and  will  no  donbt  become  so  again  when  the  now  rsfmbKcs 
*  have  once  settled  down  on  a  permanent  bans.  Before  the  provinoes 
thre<\'  off  the  Spanish  yolto,  Lima  was  the  general  emporium  of  the 
vieeroynlty,  and  the  common  factory  for  eommerce  of  every  kind.  On 
the  arrival  of  a  fli^et  ai  Callao  M'iih  P'uropean  commodities,  the  mcrchanis 
>  of  fiiina  would  forward  to  their  correspondents  in  other  cities  such  ar- 
ticles as  they  had  received  commissions  to  pmwhase,  and  leseive 

*  Tbe  I'Mific  Oeno  wu  tm  calM  Uie  Souib  Seais  b«c«UM  tine  Sptiuaxito  ci(Miw<l  On  lMhraQ« 

■ri'Mtt  AMU  Mem*  Noft  «an  ttcy  «Mmiti  ft. 
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rest  ia  warehouses,  to  be  disposed  of  on  their  own  accouoi  to  tradm 
who  icflorted  to  the  place,  or  to  be  seat  to  their  faetom  in  the  inluid 

provinces.  The  prodm  e  of  these  sales  in  the  ioierior  was  remitted 
ban  of  silver,  upon  which  abo  a  great  profit  was  made  at  the  mint. 

The  city  of  liiraa,  of  which  so  much  lias  been  said,  snn«^,  and  writ- 
ten, is  the  capital  of  IVnu  and  was  founded  by  the  celebrated  Pizarro, 
on  Uie  15ih  ol  Jiuiuury,  iu^J.  It  suuids  in  the  midst  of  a  broad,  spa- 
cious, fruitful,  and  delightful  valley,  called  Jtunoc,  which  ncwved  it* 
llhine  firom  an  Idol  formerly  worshipped  thero  by  the  Peraviaiia.  The 
word  signifies  *^He  who  speaks,""  and  is  supposed  to  have  beettoormpled 
by  the  Spanish  pronunciation  into  Lima.  A  river  of  the  same  name 
runs  close  by  tlip  '-i'v,  on  the  uortli,  watering  the  valley  by  numerous 
canals,  and  failing  into  thf*  sea  near  (.'allao ;  from  the  roadstead  of 
which  can  be  seen  the  towers  uud  dumca  uf  Uie  splendid  cUu^^  stretch- 
ing for  a  mile  or  more  in  the  distance,  with  the  gigantic  Andes  soaring 
in  hoaiy  majesty  at  least  iblrQr  miles  beyond  These  featnres 

present  a  beautiful  appearance,  as  seen  from  the  bay  where  I  was  now 
at  anchor,  aiK?  f'\ -ited  a  strong  desire  in  my  bosom  to  visit  the  "  queen 

<  of  cities."  Bui  tnai  Avas  now  impossible;  1  had  therefore  to  reslcon- 
tenied  with  such  iinperfrct  descriptions  as  I  coidd  pick  up  from  those 
who  had  been  there,  whic^  I  afterward  found  to  be  wrrect  /rom  my 

^  own  observations. 

The  form  of  ihe  city  is  triangular,  the  longest  side  extending  along 
the  banks  of  the  river  above  three  thousand  yards ;  and  the  greatest 

•  breadth  from  the  base  to  she  apex  is  about  two  thousand  two  hundred. 
The  wliole  of  the  town  is  surroiimlrd  with  a  brick  wall,  flanked  by 
thirty -four  ba.^liou8 ;  the  ^irecl^!,  Nvliieh  are  broad  and  regular,  cross 
each  oth^  at  right  angles :  they  arc  well  paved,  and  kept  conbtamly 
dean  by  streams  of  water  from  ttie  river,  which  are  arched  over,  and 
rendered  subservient  not  only  to  clt  anliness,  but  to  many  other  conve- 
niences. The  number  of  streets  in  lima  is  not  less  Htxaxk  three  hun> 
dred  and  fifty 

Pizano,  in  laying  out  this  city,  th^iiibutcd  the  spaces  for  tlie  houses 
into  tjuarlers  of  one  hundred  and  iifiy  %Htm.s,  or  Spanish  yards.  The 
houses  of  the  wealtliy  have  gardens  attached  to  them,  wluch  are  wa* 
tered  by  the  canals  that  run  through  the  city :  these  houses  are  geno- 
rally  built  in  the  Moorish  style,  as  introduced  into  old  Spain  by  their 
in\  adcrs. — consisting  of  a  square  pile,  of  two  stories,  enclo-sini^  a  quad- 
r:i:ignlar  court,  which  is  surrounded  wi?h  piaz/as,  and  sotnelimes  con- 
tain a  second,  or  even  a  tiurd  mner  court.  Those  of  the  les.s  opulent, 
though  low,  are  generally  coimuodious,  uud  of  a  liand^Oiue  appearance ; 
they  are  constructed  of  wood,  on  arcount  of  the  frequent  eanhquakes, 
bu;  are  so  plastered  and  painted  as  to  resemble  stone  edifices. 
The  best  buildings  are  in  and  near  the  centre  of  the  city,  and  the 
*  houses  L'THd'Killy  decrease  in  beauty  and  convenience  as  the  .streets 
approach  the  circumference.  Indeed,  Mr.  Stewart  very  justly  remarks, 
that  on  entering  the  city  from  the  Callao  avenue,  Uie  appearance  of 
Lima  is  far  from  being  prepossessing.  "  I  scarce  ever  felt  greater 
surprise,**  says  this  ohsmant*traveUer«  **tfaaa  on  enierin«  the  fim 
•t>«it  ate  poaing  the  gale.  loateadof  *  the  splendid  ciQrt  of  wluek 
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firom  childhood  I  had  read  frilh  flflek  idodration,  I  wis  lempCed  to  (iaak 

myself  in  Timbuctoo  itself.  Mud  hnusp^  of  nnr-  \nvr  ston%  M-ith  larwe 
doors  and  frratrd  window??,  exposing  filth  and  pnvM  fv  to  virw,  inhabited 
only  bv  nrgrops  and  mulattors,  thronging  in  gaping  and  half-naked 
crowds  about  the  doors  and  corners,  were  alone  in  sight. 

**  By  degrees,  however,  the  appearance  began  to  impffore:  thehovsos 
became  more  neat  and  lofty,  till  something  like  civilization  and  oomfort, 
if  not  elegance,  was  to  be  seen.   But  even  in  the  best  streets  tfanm^L 
^vliich  ^vr  passed  every  ihin^  v  orp     (Iffnvff!  nnd  shnhhv  npp'^rirnnc^ 
Vi  Jiilr  thi'  covered  ve  randas  projerimij  lr(»m  ilw  >ccnm\  storv,  ot  cluiiisv 
architecture  and  dark  colours,  threw  an  air  ol  gioom  over  the  streets.*' 

Much  of  the  decayed  and  shabby  appearance  above  alluded  to  is 
attribotable  to  ihe  horrors  of  civil  war ;  for  no  city  eta  be  aJteniately 
occupied  by  hostile  armies  without  suffering  in  its  appeaianee,  as  well 
as  in  its  moral  and  commercial  health,  fiat  Lima  is  now  gradunliy 
impro\nng  in  both,  and  may  yet  resnme  the  splendid  rank  she  lor- 
merly  held. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  connected  with  the  city  by  a  bridge 
of  brc^  freestone,  b  the  siibiirb  of  St.'  Ltxato,  of  considflnble  extent, 
equalling  the  eity  itself  in  the  regularity  of  its  streets  and  the  bean^ 
of  Its  ediiiees.   The  bridge  is  necessarily  very  substantial  and  lol^» 

as  the  River  Rimac  is  at  some  seasons  swollen  to  an  immense  torrent 
by  the  meitinsr  of  snow  nm\  ice  on  the  Arsf^ps;  while  in  the  winter  the 
trtream  is  shallow  and  insignificant,  someiimcs  "  preseniiitg  only  a  mass 
of  dry  gravel,  intersected  in  two  or  three  places  by  small  rivulets^  purl- 
ing like  so  many  brooks  in  their  pebbly  eoursei.*  The  river  here  is 
td)out  one  knndred  3rafdil  in  widdi. 

The  grand  s<]uarc,  or  Plaza,  as  the  inhabitants  term  it,  in  the  middle 
of  the  citv,  is  about  three  hundred  and  ei"htv  feet  in  extent  on  each 
Pi'ftc  ;  :ind  the  centre  of  it  is  occupied  by  a  handsome  brass  fountain, 
whicli  lornicrly  must  have  been  highly  ornamental  to  it.  Historians 
describe  it  as  being  magnificent,  "  ornamented  by  a  bronze  statue  of 
Fame,  from  the  trumpet  of  whiqib,  and  the  moutlM  of  eight  lions  sur- 
rounding it,  th^  water  is  ejected.**  During  the  struggles  of  me  revolmioii, 
however,  this  fountain  was  suffered  to  become  dilapidated  and  oiu  of 
repair,  so  that  it  had  cco'^cd  to  play  when  I  visited  the  city  in  1825. 
Captain  Delano  describes  it,  in  1H05.  "spouting  tlie  water  ten  or 
twelve  feel  high,  so  as  to  fall  uito  a  square  reservoir,  from  which  it 
continually  run&  through  about  twelve  copper  pipes  into  a  basin  of 
shtteen  or  eighteen  feet  diameter,  and  has  a  coiiSneior  thnnigh  whidi 
the  superfluous  water  runs  off.  The  rim  of  thb  basin  is  just  hi^  enough 
for  the  people  t(^strp  over  and  fill  their  kegs,  which  vesseis  w»  we 
most  eoinmon  in  use  for  that  purpose.** 

Tlie  east  side  of  the  Plazn,  or  public  sijuare,  is  occupied  by  the  , 
cathedral  and  archbishop's  palace,  both  of  which  are  Urire  buildings, 
partly  constructed  of  stone.  On  the  north  side  of  tipe  square  is  the 
palace  formerly  the  lesidme  of  the  viceroy,  but  now  of  dw  repufaliesn 
twesfdent:  this  buUdiag  is  said  to  hnve  )>eeii  erected  byPinrro,  at  the 
founding  of  the  city  in  1536 ;  and  diey  show  strangers  one  of  the  halls 
of  the  apaitment  inwhioh  the  qrrattt was  asaassinatei:  another  ezten-  • 
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sive  apartment  in  tlie  same  building  Ui  called  the  UaU  of  ludepeuUeiice. 
On  the  west  nde  is  the  lownJuraae  and  city-priBoa;  and  the  soiitli  is 
eecnpied  with  private  homes,  which  hare  mtis  of  stone,  adoned  with 
eiegaBt  portieoes. 

The  chmdiies  mid  <  Impels,  which  are  pnrtly  built  of  ^^tonr,  are  deco- 
rated in  the  most  splendid  stylr,  with  paintings  and  oniiiaienis  of  the 
greatest  value.  But  the  richer  which  have  been  lavished  uu  tlie  cathe- 
dral are  almost  beyond  belief,  though  characteristic  of  a  people  who 
enoe  paved  a  whole  strc^t  with  ingots  of  siliner  in  honour  of  the  aixival 
of  a  new  viceroy !  Among  the  other  public  buildings  worthy  of  nocioev 
1  would  mention  the  cabildo,  or  city-house,  built  in  the  Chinese  style; 
rfie  mint ;  the  palace  of  the  Tnf]nisition,  part  of  which  is  now  occupied 
as  a  national  museum;  and  liie  convent  of  the  Franciscans,  said  to 
cover  an  eiehth  of  tlie  whole  city.  •  There  were  formerly  more  thaa 
twdive  handled  waoBftM  la  diis  place,  but  the  munber  is  now  vei^  mnch 
ledneed.  Then  are  imrteen.  eonvents  for  women,  and  an  edifice  Ibr 
a  university,  dial  was  foonded  in  1576. 

The  women  of  Lima  are  celebrated  for  their  beauty,  vivacity,  and 
cxtravaofanff  in  dress.  "They  have  handsome  persons,  fair  com- 
plejuons,  beautiful  hair,  and  a  pleasrn»  lustre  in  their  eve? :  their  intel- 
lects are  very  acute,  their  behaviour  easy,  yet  respeciiul,  and  their  cou- 
apersatkm  inexpressibly  iDtefestiqg;  and  thongh  chargeable  with  a 
eennderable  degieo  of  haughtiness,  even  towsras  their  hosbands,  yet 
their  address,  affection,  and  general  discretion  are  seldoin  eqnaUed  ia 
Tinv  other  part  of  the  world.  The  women  of  the  lower  classes,  besides 
imitaiuiLj  ilicir  supf-nors  in  the  love  of  dres^,  arc  rrmarkably  cleanly, 
and  kee[)  their  houst  ^  in  the  utmost  neauu'^b.  They  are  naturally 
sprightly  in  tlieir  dispositions,  and  fond  of  music  and  dancing.  The 
reigning  passions,  in  short,  of  the  fair  sex  in  this  city  are  show,  mirth, 
and  festivity ;  and  the  inhabitants  generally  are  distinguished  by  theic 
vivacity,  intelligence,  and  agreeable  manners."**. 

Both  fipxrs  smoke  tobacco,  for  which  they  excuse  themselves  by 
saying  that  it  is  to  ^yimnl  n-jaiiist  the  deleterious  eifects  of  a  ( ( rtain 
mist  and  drizzle  winch  li;wi^j  -  over  the  city  at  some  particidar  scit^uiis, 
and  vvliich  is  called  P^mvian  de\s.  The  Spaiu.ud-3  ui  Luna  are  all 
Creoles  ;  and  the  whole  population,  comprismg  negroes,  Indians,  mes- 
tnoes,  and  other  castes,  together  with  the  Spaniards,  has  been  vasioinly 
estimated  at  from  fifty  to  seventy  thousand.  In  1824  tliere  were 
fifteen  thousand  slur t  <  in  the  citv,  but  slaver)' has  since  been  abolished. 

This  city  has  frequcmiy  hrcn  hw\  in  ruins  by  earthquakes  \  and  in 
•  1746,  when  Callao  was  drsuoyed,  not  more  than  twenty  houses  were 
left  standmg  m  Lima,  out  of  more  ihau  iluree  thousand.  Since  tlie 
year  10$2  mwe  thair  twenty  earthquakes  have  ooenned,  of  euch  vio- 
knee  as  to  oecaskm  mere  or  less  damage  to  the  buildings,  and  destme- 
tion  of  lives. 

The  count r\-  aroimd  TJmn  is  remarknKly  fertile,  producing  all  kinds 
of  grain  and  fruitt*  in  Uie  greatest  iibundancc  ;  and  the  fields  :!re  re^^u- 
iariy  irrigated  by  trenches  and  canals  arranged  lor  the  purpoitc.  Tiie 
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excellent. 

The  road  from  Lima  to  Caliao  is  straight,  wide,  aiid  ic\ti ;  but  ai 
this  tnne  umraveEad,  being  occupied  by  the  besieging  anuy  of  patoots, 

inoni  the  port.  General  Rodi]*8  artillery  was  ^lUly  playing  tipaa  lh» 
ruins  of  this  place,  and  no  doubt  assisted  in  ooniplaiiiigthe  h«ll4MMM> 
pHshrd  devastation  of  limp  and  parfhqiiakes. 

^  Dec.  'i64J*. — Early  on  ihe  niornin^^'  of  mv  arrival  in  tlip  port  nl  ( '  illao 
llie  star*span^ed  banner  was  displayed  at  the  mast-heaii  of  Uie  '1  artar, 
10  Aa  no  am^  ampnae  of  (ha  officeia  of  lha  Uniied  States'  squadiony 
.vholndBo^oaaiuaeiiMs  andOonoMdoraHall  aooiaaiitHiolBav 
on  board  to  iaqmB  CBT  cihiitaafr  aad  hBaheaa,  Tht  latter,  hampfet, 
.  1  did  not  think  proper  to  commimtcate,  as  the  success  of  aooe  eaa^ 
inercial  spemlations  dep^ndfli  entirely  on  prudence  and  rc^ervp ;  and 
though  a  shijvinaster  may  do  what  he  pleases  with  his  own  n  is,  he 
has  no  right  to  dispose  of  the  secrcm  of  oUiers.  In  a  subsequcni  inter* 
fiew  with  the  eonioiedofe  Inaadf,  ha  txpnmed  aome  ciBrkiaity  on  the 
anbfeeti  mad  wwrierad  winr  I  ahiMid  hava  veaMrad  kia  a  port  ao 
akady  inyested;  when,  if  I  aaeq>ed  the  blockading  squadron,  he 
id^n^ht  I  was  still  liable  to  become  the  victim  of  Rodil's  cupidity,  who 
"Was  already  straitened  for  provisions.  My  answer  was  evasive ;  but» 
as  there  is  no  necessity  for  ihe  same  reserve  with  tho  reader,  I  shall 
now  be  more  explicit.  I  knew,  from  information  dial  i  had  received  at 
8l  Cailoa*  thattheie  vrm  lodividQala  in  Caliao  who  belonged  to  An- 
qoipa,  an  Episcopal  town  on  the  River  Qnilea,  abool  two  hnadred  and 
aevemeao  loagnaa  aootb-eaat  of  Lina.  1  know  likewise  that  they  were 
aiudoua  to  return  home,  and  not  remain  shut  up  in  a  besieged  citndel, 
the  f  omraandant  of  which  hud  resolved  never  to  surrender,  but  to  hold 
out  Uii  death.  I  fnrther  knew  ihnt  their  eserjpe  covjld  only  be  eflectetl 
in  a  swift-sailing  vessel  like  the  Tartar,  which  cuuld  hid  deliatice  to  the 
Vigilaaee  of  the  Uockading  sqoadcon.  It  waa  therefore  to  afibrd  thaao 
people  an  op^rlunity  of  eaeapiog  the  horrors  of  a  siege,  and  perhaps 
death  by  famme,  that  I  entered  the  poit  of  CaUao  on  Sanday  raoiiHigv 
the  I6tfa  of  Deoember,  1824.  * 

Jan,  1a/,  lb\i.'}. — -After  frequent  iJit(  rvicws  with  General  Kodil  on 
the  subject,  1  obtained  permission  to  take  away  nineteen  passengers, 
male  and  female,  bdongin*;  to  the  city  of  Arequipa,  with  whom  laofiad 
en  New-yeai^a  day,  1825,  for  the  port  of  Qoilea.  It  waa  ife,  P.  M., 
when  we  got  under  way,  with  a  ^ne  breeze  from  south-east-bv-south, 
zm\  fair  weather.  Wr  continued  hcrnin*''  to  wiinlwnrd,  stnndin*:  in- 
shnrr,  iin'.il  about  ten,  V  M  ,  when  \\>  look  the  wind  from  enst-souUi- 
easL,  within  a  mile  of  the  shore  ;  l:u'ked  sliip,  and  stood  ofl-shoi  e  until 
nme  or  ten,  A.  M.  The  wind  then  graduuliy  iiauled  from  east-80ulh> 
eaat  to  BOUlb«aat»  and  often  to  aomlHmitlraat^  wtai  wo  woold  laefc 
agaio,  and  atand  hi<«hore.  In  tliia  manner  wo  continaad  to  take  ndk 
'    Tantaga  of  the  vdnd  tmtil  we  <mWi\\  at  <mr  dealined  port. 

Jan.  ^th. — On  Saturday,  the  Sih  of  .i  Liiuary,  we  arrived  in  safety  r^t 
the  port  of  Qiiilca,  and  aincbofed  on  the  bank  nearly  abveaat  of  ihe 
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town,  ill  fourteen  fathoms  oi  water,  mud  and  sandy  bottom.  Latitude 
16^^  i  1  JS.,  long.  72°  5S'  W.  V;ii  i:?tion  per  azimuth  10°  27'  easterly,. 
Oil  the  followmg  day  we  lauded  our  pa&aeiigers. 

Tbe  lowB  or  Tillage  of  Qtiilcu  is  the  seaport  of  Arequipa,  a  fine 
inlapd  city,  eitoated  on  the  same  mer,  ^about  twenty  leagM  firom  the 
coast.  Qnika  ia  a  amuU  pi  ace,  compriaing  about  aeveDty-five  hoiiaes,or 
rather  huts,  built  ut  the  head  of  a  small  eove,  about  two  miles  north- 
north-west  of  the  nn(  horH</(\  The  enirauce  to  this  cove  is  narrow, 
■  and  hrtwren  two  h\vA\  pouiis  ;  at  the  head  of  it  the  landing  is  smooth, 
mid  small  vessels  may  lie  here  wiUi  perfect  sal'ety,  moored  to  riug- 
bolts  in  the  locfcst  on  eadi  side  the  beem.  The  houies  in  the  village 
are  generally  of  singular  eonstniclioa;  being  boilt  with  reed  mats, 
and  eovered  with  tha^  Some  of  them  are  surrounded  with  veran- 
das, and  covered  with  a  fl  it  rane  roof;  without  chimneys  or  glaaed 
win<k)ws,  and  the  door's  are  isiade  of  basket-work,  or  wicker. 

The  ground  about  the  town  is  covered  with  a  wliite  dust  or  powder, 
'  supposed  to  have  been  thrown  out  of  the  volcano  of  Aret^uipa,  during 
some  of  its  dreadful  eruptions,  in  **  by-gone  years.**  This  is  not  only 
veiy  nnpleaaant  to  the  «yea  of  strangers,  bnt  it  has  ahKi  destroycSl 
vs^Otataon,  and  rendered  the  cooatiy  nearly  barren.  In  saiUng  alon^^ 
this  part  of  tke  coast,  fht*  volcano  of  .\rpquipa  pre^onts  a  rcmar!;abla 
appearari'  e,  iliat  of  a  single  sh:u  p-poiuicd  p^ak,ri3mg  about  two  thou- 
sand feel  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

About  twenty  miles  to  th^  sooth-oaatof  Quilca  ia  Aimitaroad;  and 
to  the  north>west  is  the  vOIage  of  Camana,  situated  in  an  extensive 
and  beautiful  valley. 

About  five  mile.s  to  the  norih-wcst  of  Camana  are  several  small  ' 
islands,  or  rocks,  called  the  IVsivulores,  lyiufj  near  ih»'  sliorf .  On 
pas«in«^  the?«e  islets,  we  must  L'ive  iho  bank  of  ('amana  a  good  brith ; 


Stand  iiHehore,  keeping  the  land  close  on  hoard,  as  there  are  no  dan- 
fEan,«itil  we  are  abreast  of  the  high  land  of  Quilca,  where  we  inune* 

diaiely  anchor  abreast  of  a  small  valley,  in  firom  twen^  to  twelve 
fathoms  of  water.  This  anchorage  is  o)>en  to  the  seaward,  entirely 
unshelierof?,  atid  exposed  to  a  hrary  swell  which  rolls  in  from  tlie 
•ionth-^ouih-wciiU  The  ttliipping  are  seen  lying  at  anchor  as  we  a|>- 
proHch  the  port. 

The  city  of  Arequipn,  or,  as  it  is  sometimes  spelled,  Arequiba,  is  the 
ea|Nial  of  a  Peruvian  province  bearing  the  samt-  name.  It  is  situated 
about  twenty  leagues  from  the  coast,  in  the  delightful  and  fertile  valley 
of  Quilca,  on  the  margin  of  a  beautiful  river,  and  is  snk\  to  be  nearly 
eiijht  thousand  fi  et  above  tlie  level  of  the  >ea.  This  city  was  founded 
ill  tlie  year  i.j3u,  by  the  celebrated  Francisco  Tizarro,  who  lir5t  marked 
out  a  ^hure  for  it  in  a  diiTercnt  situation ;  but  repeated  earthquakes, 
aad  iho  hMonvewenee  ariamg  from  its  being  too  near  a  ternhle  vol- 
eanfti  induced  the  inhabttantik  to  leave  it,  and  to  remove  to  their  present 
aiia»  The  word  "  Arcr^iiifm''^  bignitirs,  in  the  Peruvian  language,  "  to 
remain^  and  the  district  was  thus  uauicd,  hpcauae  the  troops  of  the 
mc-a  who  conquered  the  country  becajnr  '-u  l(Hid  of  it  that  they  en- 
treated their  leadci:  to  pcfinit  tiiem  to  remaiu  liiere  for  tiie  ret>t  of  their 
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hitB.   The  inca  granted  thehr  request ;  and  in  commemoration  oC  te 
event,  called  the  eonqaered  territory  by  the  name  of  Arequipa. 

Arequipa  is  a  hirtie  well-built  city;  the  houses  being  neatly  con- 
structed of  bioiir,  v  aulieU,  aud  mucii  decorated  on  the  outi>ide.  Amon^ 
its  public  boUdingci  are  a  eaihednl*  a  college,  an  iMspital,  diroe  antnw> 
rieSf  SIX  eoBvemtt  k&wml  ehimli68»  4kc  &>c,  la  the  oeiitre  of  the 
great  square  tliere  is  an  elegant  fountain  of  bronze,  which  was  the 
usual  appenda^*"  tn  nil  the  cities  which  Pizarro  founded.  Thrre  is 
also  a  handsome  bridge  over  the  riv  er.  This  city  is  subject  to  c  ;irth- 
quakes,  and  has  been  four  or  five  times  laid  in  ruius  by  that  dreadful 
scourge  of  Soiuh  America.  Thii  evil,  however,  seems  to  be  over- 
halaoced  by  the  mildnesa  of  Che  eltmate,  and  the  feittlity  of  the  eovK 
try  round  about  it.  Behind  the  city  rise  three  lofiy  mountains,  one  of 
which  is  called  the  volcaro  of  Arequipa,  or  the  Peak  of  M ist6,  being 
one  of  the  most  elevated -fiumm its  of  the  Andes.  The  population  of 
this  place  has  been  variously  ei>umated  from  twenty-four  to  forty  thou- 
sand souls.  The  air  is  dry,  and  tlie  climate  mild  and  salubnous. 
Arequipa  ia  in  latiSiide  W  SO'  /S.,  long.  WITW. 

I  retained  to  QnUca  oo  the  14tli«  anl  on  the  foUowmg  moming,  at 
A.  M.,  we  got  nnder  way«  and  again  directed  the  Tartarus  course 
to  the  north.  It  may  not  be  useless  to  rt^ention  in  this  place,  that  the 
hir^^h  la?id  adjacent  forms  an  excelltni  mnrk  to  designate  the  entrance 
lo  Quilca,  which  lu  s  immediately  on  the  norih-wesl  extremity  of  the  * 
high  biuH'  shore  ui  die  south-east  of  the  river's  muuih.  From  tliis 
fjlace  to  Hay  harbour,  at  the  eaetwaid,  the  land  w  high  and  abrupt, 
with  a  boU  ahore,  cleur  of  dantfen. 

January  I81A.— We  left  Qimea  on  Salurdayt  the  15th,  with  a  iine 
breeze  from  south-soutli-east,  and  fine  weather;  and  on  Tuesday,  the 
I8U1,  at  six,  A.  AL,  we  were  close  in  with  tlie  island  of  8t.  ISIartin, 
which  lies  direcily  in  front  of  the  town  and  river  of  liuaura.  At  this 
island,  and  some  smuii  ones  in  its  vicinity,  we  found  a  few  hair-seals. 
Theae  idets  rise  immediately  ont  ti  the  aea,  wilfa  steep  bold  ahomt 
and  the  coast  between  here  and  Callao  is  free  from  dangers,  witfajn 
half  a  mile  of  the  beach.  There  are  many  salt  ponds  and  pits  between 
Callao  and  Guarmey  River,  the  latter  being  in  latitude  10''  T  south. 
You  may  anchor  under  tlie  south  point  of  this  port,  in  from  ten  to  five 
fathoms,  mud  aud  sandy  buiioni,  where  a  vessel  will  lie  tolerably 
smooth.  The  town  contains  about  two  hundred  houses  and  two 
ehnrehea,  and  ia  a  fine  place  to  ptoenre  refreehmenta  of  all  kinds. 
Wood  and  water,  of  a  good  <]u;Uity ,  may  be  had  here  with  little  trouble. 

January  20/A. — On  ieavi^^g  this  place,  we  continued  examining  the 
roast  to  the  north,  finding  many  small  rocky  islets,  most  of  which 
eoulained  hair-seals,  until  Tliursday,  the  20th,  when  we  arrived  at 
Port  Santa,  ui  latitude  8*^  oG'  south.  A  little  to  the  south  of  the  town 
Is  Uie  isiand  of  Santa,  beUnd  which  vniaeli  nay  aadior,  and  Ite  hi 
perfect  aafety,  in  from  ten  to  finir  Mioma  of  wataivianddy  hoitoin, 
abreast  of  the  river  Santa,  where  fredi  water  mgr  eaafly  be  obtained, 
together  with  wood,  and  rafrashoMMa  nf  almDH  avtty  dss»i|iiinBi  at 
a  very  low  nte. 

This  town  is  quite  populous,  and  the  inhabitants  appear  to  be 
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friendly  and  liosj^iubie.  The  air  is  salubnous,  the  climate  mild,  and 
tlw  MU  piodMtifB.  The  shores  and  .waters  idMnmdivith  shell  and 
.asil»4ish  of  sa  exeeUent  qaslity.  The  emeowimg  eoniitiy  is  stkl 
to  he  Teny  ftrtie,  the  phnHations  producing  sngair*  wheat,  cocoa,  mffigo* 

rofTee,  maize,  olives,  rines,  fruits,  and  vcp'eiables  in  nhnndanrp.  The 
natives  arr  an  intereslinp,  fripridly,  and  industrious  people.  The  inte- 
rior abounds  with  wild  anunals,  and  the  forests  are  inhabited  and  visited 
by  a  great  variety  of  beautiful  birds. 

Jammj  21jf«^^->0a  Frida3r,  the  Slat,  we  anhred  at  Gnanchaco,  the 
seaport  of  IVnzSlo,  a  Penman  city  of  eoinc  celebrity,  of  which  t 
ahidl  speak  presently.  The  port  of  Guanchaco  is  six  or  eight  miles 
)]orth  wr^t  of  if,  in  latitude  8"*  I'  S.,  long.  78^  5S'  W.  Yanation  per 
azimuth  H '  57'  easterly. 

Lina  place  is  easily  known  by  the  bell  mountain  which  rises  in  the 
interior,  to  the  south  of  Tnudllo,  and  the  mountain  of  Malabrigo,  a 
lilde  to  -the  noidi  of  Gnanehaeo,  which  descends  to  die  seashore. 
Tha  coast  between  this  place  and  Port  Santa  has  many  small  reefs 
and  sunken  rocks,  some  of  which  extend  nearly  two  miles  into  the 
sea ;  and  from  Guanehac'o  to  Callao  there  nre  many  small  rocky 
Lsi;m(l^,  lying  near  tlie  shore,  al!  of  whicli  contani  hair-seals.  I  believe 
that  a  vessel  might  soon  collect  a  cargo  of  hair-seal  skins  from  the 
istsDds  and  racks  along  this  coast,  were  she  to  come  in  the  proper 
seaaona'  namely,  whm  diey  ^w^t  the  shore  to  breed,  and  when  they 
return  to  shed  didr  coats. 

Truxillo  is  another  South  Ameriraii  city  which  owes  its  origin  to 
the  Spanish  conqurror  of  Peni,  Francisco  Pizarro,  who  founded  it  in 
the  year  1535,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  his  native  city  in  old  Spain. 
It  stsnds  in  the  fertile  valley  of  Chimo,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river 
Bioehe,  shoot  two  miles  flrom  the  sea,  shot  ia  W  two  majestic  morni* 
tains.  The  eiTfr  is  surrounded  with  a  brick  wau,  and  the  houses  gM- 
erally  are  constiycted  of  the  same  msterial ;  emljellished  witfi  stately 
balconies  and  superh  porficoes.  Few  of  them,  however,  exceed  one 
story  in  height,  on  account  of  tliose  terraneous  convulsions  to  which 
ali  these  cotmtries  are  more  or  less  siibject. 

.  The  population  of  Truxillo,  including  Spaniards,  Indians,  mestizoes, 
andattoes,  is  estiniaied  at  abont  ei^  thonsand  sonis;  llie  hdiaV 
itants,  generally,  in  their  character,  manners,  eostoma,  and  habits,  are 

much  like  those  of  Lima ;  the  women  are  as  handsome,  as  accom- 
plished, and  as  fond  of  dre«s  :  arid  the  nty  hn^-  •^nffercd  nearly  as 
much  as  Its  neighbour  by  the  prolon'^ed  isiruLiLiIc  ol  the  revolution. 

The  surrounding  country  ia  picturesque  in  appearance,  and  prolific 
in  all  Iho  eomibits  of  life.  The  fertile  plains  in  this  district  are  cov- 
md  Willi  ngKMmm  and  vhimidB ;  wheat  and  different  kmds  of 
grain  have  been  cnltivaied  Willi  so  much  success  in  that  part  of  it 
near  the  Andes,  that  these  articles  are  exported  to  Panama,  on  the 
Isthmus  of  T)arien.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city  are  still  extant 
tlie  ruuis  of  several  Peruvian  monuments  tliat  were  sacked  by  the 
earlier  settlers.  The  waters  of  a  neighbouring  river  are  carried 
d»B«g|i  the  whole  of  this  delightfol  coontiy  by  canals  and  other  aiti- 
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Januatf         Ofc  Std,  we  left  the  Mahbrifo  Islsiii, 

lying  about  nortb-west-by-west  from  fltjancbriro,  di-^trmt  v\^h.i  !rr»gue«i 
?.m\  vterred  to  the  north-wesi,  uith  a  lighi  breeze  fmm  Uir  souih-past, 
^ikI  tair  \vi  ufher.  On  the  foiiowuig  day  we  psusseti  Fomt  Aguja,  which 
prajecui  irom  ike  mauii,  in  latitude  5^  58'  long.  81°  1'  W.  The 
eoMi  lofhe  «mlk«atl  of  tbe  cape  is  low,  oMtt  w»  cane  to  bill  0f 
EtoiL  Tka  lead  balieo  the  two  lastHnentioned  places  forma  a  patl 
of  the  Desert  of  Sechura.  After  passiDg  Cape  Blanco,  the  coasi 
tends  to  the  north-^;<st  to  the  river  TunibeSi  utorhmaiha  the  bomdaij 
between  Peru  and  (Jolombia. 

Jmuary  "Zbth. — Crossing  Uie  UuU'  of  Guayaqiiil,  we  contmued 
ma^ag  along  Am  toteiioitt*  laiil  Moaday,  the  9Mit  when  we 
arrifed  aft  SMUUgo  Bay,  at  aiz,  A.  11«  and  after  eaaiaiiiiiig  die  ulMda 
ot  Priflde  and  Salango,  we  aieend  Ibr  CUb  Uand^  We  §Bmd  no 
,  dangers  round  these  islands,  nor  any  thing  else,  exc**pt  birds  and  hair- 
seals  ;  we  thrrefore  directed  our  course  for  the  Ba)  of  Car<iccas,  where 
we  arrived  on  Wednesday,  the  26th,  and  anchored  near  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  m  iuur  fathoms  of  water,  clay  bottom ;  iautude  0°  31'  SL, 
Im«>  MP- 11'  W.  VamtioB  per  awanlh  8^  \9f  aayily. 

Jm  eBtcring  this  bay,  strict  attentian  muat  be  paid  to  die  lead^  ae 
thne  m  maay  aboaU  to  the  north  and  is  ftoai  of  the  entrance ;  aad 
there  are  some  also  on  the  sooth-west  side  of  the  bay.  The  writer 
beuig  ^'eiicrally  smooth  here,  these  dangers  seldom  show  themselves 
on  the  surface,  and  therefore  r^der  tlie  greater  caution  necessary.  If 
it  be  the  navigatoi'a  wirii  to  anchor  near  the  month  of  the  river,  he 
mil  appmaob  it  on  tlie  aondvweai  aide,  where  he  nmy  andiar  -widiin 
half  a  BDie  of  it,  between  two  banks  that  are  oeariy  dry  at  low  water. 
The  western  bank  will  completely  she  Iter  him  from  the  seaward,  and  he 
will  have  four  fathoms  of  water  Rt  low  tide,  with  snfT^ricnt  room  for 
four  or  five  other  ships  to  lie  in  hi*>  company,  with  peiieci  safety. 

From  this  place  we  hud  a  line  view  of  tlie  gi^aiUtc  ChiiuborazOi 
tewnrng  in  awfiil  majesty,  with  hie  snow-ciewned  rammit  far  aboee 
the  dowku  This  mountain,  like  Mont  filaae  of  the  Alps,  in  Savoys 
ibnnt  the  extremity  of  a  colossal  groap;  for  ia  the  aneieat  Uagdav 
of  Qnitf>,  the  capital  of  which  \^  ne-^rlv  i\w  east  of  otir  anchorajsje, 
the  three  chains  of  the  Andey  are  iniermuigjed  into  tme  cluster,  com- 
prising no  less  than  ttLxteen  lofty  peaks,  many  ot  winch  ure  hving  vol- 
canoes. The  most  eteraied  sumoMta  aie  ranged  in  two  ^es,  which 
in  aooM  measive  Ibnn  a  doable  creai  to  the  Cordillera.  Theae  aie 
literaUy  mountains  piled  upon  mountaiaa,  Ibe  the  higheat  ri^ie  ef  the 
Ande^  forms  the  bottom  of  the  valleys  which  separate  these  volcanic 
peaks!  The  lowe^it  level  of  thrsp  plHte-ms  is  still  eij^ht  thoTi«?nnd 
lour  hundred  feet  above  the  bosoiii  oi  ihe  bay  on  wlnrh  the  Tartar 
'  was  now  riding  al  anchor !  It  is  iu  these  aerial  -valleys,  ur  on  these  lofty 
plataaaa,  dmi  the  immMap  popataiiai  ef  diia  wonderful  cotmtiv  is 
tana— iniriff;  and  dicre,  too,  aie  ailaalad  leiinB  dnt  eoniain  tan 
diirty  le  fifty  dwoaand  inhabitanta. 

That  einerprising  and  scientific  traveller  Hrm^whli.  who  has  thrown 
more  light  on  the  physical  geography  ol  t>o\iih  Amcnea  than  any 
ether  wnter,  expresses  himself  on  this  subject  m  the  ioUowingtenaa  ^—  ' 
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After  living  «omc  loonths  on  this  cJevated  piaicau,  where  the  b^irom  - 
eter  stands  at  21.83  inches  English,  the  traveller  experiaoces  iail 
cslnAinfiiitij  flMoii.  He  gradually  forgets  that  evorf  sumondaif 
obj«ec — dioM  villages  lint  proclaim  the  iwlastiy  of  a  iMrtmi  sf  motm- 
tameers ;  those  pastures,  covered  at  the  same  time  with  lamas,  aad  wi^ 
the  slicrp  of  Europe:  tliose  orolnrds  bordered  wiili  (juickset  hedges 
of  the  Duranta  and  Uic  liarnadesia ;  those  luxuriant  and  highly  culti- 
vated cornfields— occupy  a  station,  suspended^  as  it  nere,  in  the  k^h 
regions  of  tke  atmosphere ;  and  be  ean  msmft  bring  hianelf  to  bdief« 
that  this  habitable  region  is  even  stQl  ftitw  elevated  abeve  die  neigh- 
houriiig  shores  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  than  the  Pyrenean  sttnont  of 
CanigoQ  is  above  the  basin  of  the  Mediterranean." 

Tho  mnjcstic  Chhnborazo,  says  Make  Hrun,  is  probably  nothing  but 
an  txiiiiguishcd  volcano.  The  snow  -wliich  for  centuries  has  crowned 
its  colossal  peak,  will  probably,  one  day  or  other,  be  inelted  by  the 
miofseleasfbtta  pent  «p  isiAin  lis  vast  aid  fatfaomless  eavetni  rc«aa> 
jng  their  desinietSfeaetinty.  Batooeof  the  greatest  veleanoes  on  tfae 
surface  of  dK  whole  globe  is  ntoeh  aeanr  &e  city  of  Quito  than  is 
Chimborazo.  It  is  called  Pichinca,  and  rises  eleven  milfs  «^Mith  of 
the  er|nator,  to  the  height  of  fifteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  feel  above  the  level  of  the  ocean,  ab  mea&ured  by  Iluniboidl. 

Tiiree  rocky  peaks  rise  from  the  circumference  of  Pickinca's  cralei:, 
as  if  shooting  up  fifom  the  abyss  below.  They  are  not  eoversd  whh 
snow,  becanse  it  is  oonsiantly  melted  by  the  vapours  tha^  exhale  fimn 
the  voleano .  *<  In  order  the  better  to  SKantne  the  bottom  of  the  crater,** 
saj-s  Hujnboldt,  **\vc  hiv  dov  n  flat  on  our  breasts  ;  fmd  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  the  imagination  ( ould  ligure  to  itself  any  thing  more  melan- 
choly, gloomy,  and  terrific  than  what  we  now  beheld.  The  mouth 
of  Ibe  volcano  forms  m  circular  hole  of  nearly  a  league  in  cirouiafef- 
«nce»  the  oides  of  «kieh«  a  perpeodieular  precipice,  are  oovered  abose 
with  snow  to  their  >»«I7  edge.  The  interior  was  of  a  deep  black;  but 
the  gulf  is  so  immense  that  we  could  disttngnirii  ^e  tops  of  several 
mountains  that  are  situated  within  if.  Their  swnmhs  appeared  to  be 
two  or  three  hundred  fathoms  [faisrs)  below  us — jndjre  then  where 
must  be  their  base  !  I  myself  have  no  doubt  that  the  bottom  of  the 
enter  is  en  a  level  with  the  city  of  Quito.**  < 

Bat  the  most  fennidaMe  voieano  of  all  this  group  is  that  of  Coat- 
/Mift,  fismg to  neaily  eighteen  thousaiid  nine  hundred  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  ocean  ;  as  iis  eruptions  have  been  the  most  frequent  and 
the  most  destructive  of  any  in  South  America.  It«  last  v  as  in  the  year 
ibU^^.  'i'he  cinder^  t^tkI  fn'^mcnts  of  rocks  that  have  beta  ejecled  at 
drfTerent  times  by  this  voicano  cover  the  neighbouring  valleys  to  an 
emit  of  oeveral  sqoaretiiagnes.  In  1758  the  flames  «J  Goti^axi  shot 
op  to  a  hei^  of  two>thoasiind  aevon  hnndied  feet  above  the  edge  of 
the  crater.  In  f744  the  roarinp:  of  this  volcano  was  heaid  as  far  as 
Hondn,  r  ["vr.  ^''w.  T  <  •  p  river  Magdalcna,  at  a  .distance  of  two 
hiiiidn  il  ieaiu^ues.  (Jn  the  4th  of  April,  in  the  year  1768,  the  quan- 
tity of  ashes  vomited  up  from  the  mouth  ofCotop^xi  was  so  great  that 
in  the  towns  of  Hambato  and  I'acunga,  the  sky  continued  as  dark  as 
■ightmitl  the  third  hour  after  midday.  The  enipiim  wUeh  tvtk 
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pittee  in*  the  'nidnth  of  Jannary,  1808,  wm  praoeded  hf  %  frigbtiiil 

phenomenon — the  suddrn  melting  of  the  «?no\rs  that  covered  the 
mmmtiin.  For  more  than  twenty  years  neither  smoke  nor  any  dis- 
tiiiguisluible  viipiiur  had  issiit  tl  Irum  llie  crater;  and  vet,  in  a  sin^^fle 
night,  tiie  subterranean  iire  had  become  so  active,  tliat  at  suiiri^ie  die 
external  veUs  of  the  eone,  strongly  heated,  had  become  naked,  and 
had  acqnited  tfie  Uack  coloiir whidi  it  peculiarloYitrtfied aeorin.  At 
the  port  of  Gruayaquil,  fifty.two  leagues  in  a  straight  line  from  the  edge 
of  the  crater.  Htmihnldt  hcj^nl,  day  and  ni^ht,  the  loanng  of  this  VC^ 
cann,  like  repeated  disriianprs  of  artiller}'.* 

The  country'  on  both  .sides  of  Canircas  hi\v  and  river  i<;  the  most 
beautiful  that  can  |M)ssibly  be  imagined.  Tiie  soil  is  ncii  and  fertile, 
prodacing  in  great  abundance  cocoa,  coffee,  rice,  Indian  com,  tobacco, 
and  a  great  variety  of  excellent  fruits.  Ainong  other  valuable  woods 
are  laurel,  ebony,  cedar,  saffion,  cinnamon,  balsam,  and  oak.  All 
kinds  of  vcj^ctables  riro  plr  niy,  as  are  also  honev  and  wax.  This  is 
one  of  the  best  places  on  liic  coast  to  procure  a  cargo  of  cocoa,  as  yott 
may  depend  on  its  being  of  the  very  best  quality  that  grows  in  this 
country ;  whereas,  if  you  go  to  Guayaquil  to  procure  this  article,  you 
are  liable  to.be  imposed  upou  by  adulterations.  The  best'  coffee  and 
wax  may  likewise  be  had  at  this  place,  and  at  n  much  lower  rate  than 
at  Guayaquil. 

\monfr  the  nnimal  productions  of  this  counHy  are  cattle,  horses, 
sheei),  hogs,  and  poultry,  in  abundance.    The  forests  are  well 

tenanted  with  a  great  variety  of  wild  animals,  including  a  multitude 
of  birds  of  very  beautiful  plumage.  The  usual  temperature  of  the 
mtmosph^hB  being  warm  and  m^iit,  brings  into  existence  innumerable 
swarms  of  insects  and  animab  of  n  noxmaB  kind.  But  the  period  of 
their  existence  is  not  very  protrticted,  as  the  souih-wcst  winds,  which 
<^cnerally  prevail  from  May  to  December  inclusive,  destroy  them  in 
v>n-at  numbers.  In  the  height  of  the  wet  season,  the  alligators  and 
other  disagreeable  reptiles  spread  themselves  over  the  coimtry,  and 
become  very  troublesome  to  the  natives ;  bui  in  the  fiur-weatlier  season 
they  cause  very  little  annoyance. 

The  south-west  winds,  just  alluded  to,  commence  blowing  about 
noon,  and  contintjc  tmtil  after  daylight  the  next  morning.  Durir^^ 
those  months  of  the  year  in  which  tliese  winds  prevail,  the  atmosphere 
is  very  clear,  and  it  is  seldom  or  never  known  to  rain  ;  but  from  Janu- 
ary to  the  last  of  April  ihe  heat  is  very  oppressive,  accompanied  with 
fireqnent  and  heavy  fidls  of  rahi,  with  tfemendous  thunder^stonns,  and 
very  sharp  lightning. 

I  There  are  several  small  towns  situated  on  the  banlis  of  this  river; 
n«d  Tipar  the  hv\t]  of  it  is  quite  a  populous  one,  called  llipperhapper. 
The  country  beyond  this,  towards  the  Andes,  is  prolific  in  vegetable 
productions,  gold-dust,  manilla,  copal,  and  many  valiiat)le  drugs. 

February  Sd. — Having  transacted  the  business  which  took  me  into 
Garaceas  Bay,  and  procured  some  necessary  refreshments  for  our 
etnise,  we  got  under  way  on  Saturday,  the  29th  of  January,  shapuig 
our  course  for  Ooeoe  Imand,  at  which  we  arrived  on  Thursday,  the 
3d  of  Febtnary. 

*  Maite  Bran'M  Sjr<t«»  or  Goosnfby,  ToL  ti.  p.  293. 
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CHAI^TEIi  V. 

Coeos  Island — GalapagM  Idhndc — Eruption  of  a  Volcano  on  Narborough  Island 

— Critical  Situation  of  the  Tartar — A  fnittlcss  Search  for  Galle^o  and  other  ima- 
ginaxy  Islands — Arrive  on  the  Coa«t  of  CaUfornia — Island  of  Guadalou})c^ — 
Cerros  Island — Bay  of  St.  Francis— Near  to  our  native  Land,  and  yet  far  from 
it — The  Gulf  of  California  and  River  Colorado — A  new  Route  from  the  United 
States  to  the  Pacific  Ocean — Old  California — Cenez4>s  Island^ — Port  San  Diego 
in  New  Galilbiiuft--Cliancter  of  the  Inlnbitante,  &c. 

Cocos  Island  is  situated  In  the  \nrth  Pncific  Ocpun,  nhotit  one 
hundred  and  seventeen  leagues  west^buulh-west  oi  ihv  i  '<ullo[  P;aiamii, 
at  the  Isthmus  of  Durien,  and  one  hundred  and  forty  it-agues  norili-caHt 
of  the  Galsipagos  iblauds.  It  lies  in  luiiiude  5°  25'  N.,  long.  87^  0'  W. 
This  klano  is  of  an  oblong  shape,  being  twelve  miles  in  length,  fironn 
oorthHBiast  to  so«ith*west,  and  about  four  in  breadth.  Its  western  side 
is  Yeiymncli  elevated,  presenting  the  appearance  of  a  round  hill,  which 
can  be  seen  at  tlio  di^t^nce  of  more  than  thirty  miles.  Vancouver  says 
it  has  been  seen  troui  the  south  ai  ihc  distance  of  forty-six  mile-i.  On 
the  eastern  side  the  surface  is  brokeri,  and  slopes  rather  abruptly  to- 
wards the  sea ;  presenting,  iu  some  places,  bold  and  perpendicular 
cUfis. 

Thn  island,  and  che  islets  which  surround  it,  are  well  covered  with 
trees,  mostly  cocoanuts,  yieldbg  tlieir  fruit  in  liLVuriant  4limdance. 
The  clirriHlc  is  temperate  and  salubrious,  and  from  the  g^reat  variety 
of  vegetables  that  grow  in  abundance  close  to  the  verge  of  high-water 
inark,  in  the  bays,  it  is  evident  that  neither  violent  storms  nor  heavy 
seas  are  frequent.  There  are  two  b^vs,  or  places  fit  for  anchorage ; 
the  one  near  to  the  north-east  end  of  the  island,  cidled  Chatham  Bay ; 
the  other,  to  whieh  we  gave  the  name  ofByers*s  Bay,  is  three  miles 
fartlier  to  the  westward. 

Chatham  Bay  is  well  sheltered  by  a  small  i-lt  i  th-it  lies  oif  its  north- 
west point.  Tlie  widtli  of  this  bay,  iVoni  [mhhi.  to  point  of  tlie  two 
islets  that  form  each  ui  iLi  extremities,  is  about  one  mile,  bearing  nearly 
soath-east  and  north-west.  From  this  Une  to  the  h^ad  or  bmtom  of 
.  the  bay  the  distance  is  about  the  same.  The  somdings  in  this  bay 
are  (rem  fifty  to  twelve  fathoms ;  and  vessels  may  lide  veiy  snugly 
within  less  than  half  n  mile  of  tlie  beacli,  in  twenty  fathoms  (rf  water* 
In  a  less  depth,  hov.  cvL  r,  liic  botioni  will  he  found  rocky. 

The  we&teni  bay  is  somewlut  more  exposed,  it-  ^ou^l]lny;s  are  not 
flo  regular,  nor  Uie  ground  so  good  for  anchorage,  liiougU  the  deptli 
of  water  varies  lirom  SSg  to  seven  fathoms.  The  shore  of  this  bay  is 
not  steep,  like  thalof  Cmatham,  but  consists  of  a  beautiful  valley  and 
sandy  beach,  where  eoeoanut-trees  grow  in  great  profusion,  and  where 
there  is  a  rivulet  of  pure  water  eijjhteen  or  twenty  fret  in  breadth, 

which  is  supplied  iam  a  natunii  biisia  about  oue  tiuie  iioin  the  shore* 
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This  bay  is  small,  but  very  eonvement  ibr  vessels  to  recruit  in ;  and 
as  safe  as  any  that  is'not  entirely  sheltered. 

Vessels  ill  want  of  refreshments  caa  here  supply  tbemseWes  with 
pork  in  abundance,  for  tlie  trouble  of  sliooti?!:^  the  wild  hogs,  which 
have  niuhipUed  prp:a]v  sinrr  tlu*  brt  c;!  \v;is  first  loft  here  by  Captain 
CohiP?t.    The  waicis  m  ihc  and  rowiul  t};r  sliores  are  ietinini^ 

villi  liah  of  various  kinds.  I  Ms  arc  also  abundaut  and  large  ;  turile$ 
are  DUiDeroua,  but  appear  sliy  of  coming  to  land,  wBtcb  is  irequented 
by  astonishing  numbers  of  wiiite  and  brown  rats,  and  land-crabs  of  a 
prodigious  size.  SharJvS  are  »aid  to  assemble  round  this  island  in  h  r^e 
shoalsi  to  feast  upon  the  more  diminutive  finny  tribes  that  abound 
here. 

The  best  course  for  those  who  wish  to  anchor  in  tlic  wciaicrn  bay 
it  IQ  go  lound  the  south-westeni  point  of  the  island,  liug^mg  that  point 
close  oil  board;  and  when  in  the  bay,  to  moor  bead  and  stem.  The 
tide  rises  on  the  shores  of  this  island  twice  in  twenty-four  hatmt  with- 

out  any  apparent  rurrcnl ;  the  night  tides  are  estiniated  at  ten  fret, 
those  of  the  d.iy  not  quite  so  muclj.  It  in  hijih-water  iwo  hours  aod 
ten  minutes  after  the  moon  passes  the  meridian. 

Fehruury  Oih. — Having  examined  Uut>  iblaiid  to  our  haiibfaclion,  and 
taken  on  board  a  plentifiu  supply  of  ooooanuts*  we  sailed  for  the  GilU- 
pagos  Islands  on  SondaT,  the  sixth  of  February,  with  the  wind  Inm 
cnst-south-east,  attended  with  light  rain.  On  tlie  followmg  day  we 
took  ihc  wind  from  north-nonh-easf,  with  much  rain  ;  this  was  sm  - 
ceeded  by  vuriablc  winds  unli!  \vr  arrived  in  latitude  '2  0'  N.,  long. 
89°  0'  "V^^whcu  we  took  the  wind  from  souih-easl,  with  fair  weather. 

Fcbrtal^  lOtk. — On  I'hursday,  the  tenlii,  at  six,  A.  M.,  we  arrived 
at  the  Qallapagos  bbnds,  in  Banlts*s  Bay,  and  anchored  in  Albemarle 
Basin,  in  foor  fatboibs  of  water,  sandy  bottom.  At  dgbt,  A.  M.,  the 
boats  were  sent  in  search  of  fur-^eals  ;  but  soon  discovered  that  wc 
hnd  rp:\pf'd  the  harvest  in  llie  prrvioi:s  voyage ;  for  iiwrr  wrrr  very 
lew  fur-beals  to  be  seen  nround  tiic  isl  uul*;.  In  a  few  days  we  com- 
menced gathering  terrapins,  or  elephant  tortoises. 

Feirwtnf  I4tk — On  Monday,  the  fourteenth,  at  two  o^docfc,  A.  M., 
while  the  sable  mantle  of  i|ght  was  vet  spread  over  the  mighty  Padfir, 
shrouding  the  neighbouring  islands  uom  our  view,  and  wUle  the  stiU- 
iiess'  of  death  reigned  everywhere  around  us,  our  cars  were  suddenly 
as!^nilrd  by  a  souml  thnt  cnuld  onlv  be  equalled  bv  ten  thousand  thun- 
ders bursting  upon  the  air  at  once;  while,  at  the  yanic  iu-t:uit,  the 
whole  hemisphere  was  lighted  up  with  a  horrid  glare  that  might  itavc 
appaOed  the  stoatest  heart!  I  soon  ascertained  that  one  <kf  the  vnbsn- 
noes  of  N;irlH)rough  Island,  which  had  quietly  slept  for  the  list  tea, 
years,  had  suddenly  broken  forth  with  accumulated  vcngeanee. 

The  stiblimity,  the  majesty,  the  lerrifir  grandeur  of  this  srrnc  bnflle 
description,  au-l  set  the  powers  of  lnn<^ua£;r  defiance.  Had  iiieiire?i 
of  Milton'b  hell  burst  its  vauh  of  adamant,  and  Uireaiciicd  the  heavens 
with  conflagration,  his  description  of  the  incident  wouUl  have  been  mp* 
propriate  to  the  present  snbject.  No  wmds  that  1  can  canrniand  will 
give  the  reader  even  a  fabtt  idea  of  the  awftd  spWbw  «f  lln  ^ml 
reality.  - 
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Had  k'been  cfiek  of  ctoom**  that  aioiiaod  ihem,  mv  mmttM- 
not  hmve  beea  soonor  on  deck,  where  they  stood  gaang  Jile  "  ■hooiiil 

Kpcctrcs,**  speechless  and  bewildered  wiili  astonishment  and  dkmay. 
I'fir;  hraveus  appeared  to  be  in  one  blaze  of  fire,  interming^Ied  witli 
millions  of  fnllinj?  stars  and  mrirors  ;  wliilc  the  llamos  shot  upward 
troin  tiie  peak  of  Narborough  lu  ilic  height  of  at  leatit  two  thousand 
feet  in  the  air.  idl  hands  soon  became  sensible  of  tlie  esnse  of  tlie 
starUing  phenomenon,  and  on  recovemig  from  their  first  peine  eoold 
contemplate  its  pro^^rrss  with  soioe  degree  of  composure* 

RtK  tlie  most  splendid  and  interesting  scene  of  this  8pecta<  ]p  was 
yet  to  be  exluhited.  At  about  hulf-pnst  four  o'clock,  A.  M.,  the  boil- 
ing contents  of  line  ircinendous  calUiun  iiad  swollen  to  the  brim,  and 
P«)ured  Of  er  the  edge  of  the  crater  in  a  cataract  of  liquid  fire.  A  nver 
of  melted  lava  was  novr  seen  ruahing  down  the  side  of  the  aionntain« 
pursuing  a  s;rr|tentine  course  to  tlic  sea,  a  distance  of  about  three  miles 
Irom  the  bljiziii^  orifice  of  tlif  vtileano.  This  dazzling  str^^rim  dr- 
sccndrd  in  a  gully,  one-fourth  of  a  mile  in  width,  presenlIll^  ihe 
appearance  of  :■  •T-^  ncudous  torrent  of  melted  iron  running  Irorn  liie 
furnace.  Aiiliuu^ii  the  mountain  was  steep,  and  the  gully  capacious, 
the  flaming  river  could  not  descend  with  sufBctent  rapidity  to  prevent 
its  overflowing  its  banks  In  COtlain  places,  and  form in  .^  ti(!W  rivers,  whteh 
bmnclied  out  in  nlmo-'  every  direction,  each  nishing  downwanl  as  if 
f'nqfr  lo  cool  its  temperament  m  the  deep  caverns  ol"  sli"  ntighbonring 
ocean.  The  demon  of  fire  seemed  rushing  lo  Uie  embraces  of  I^iep- 
tune ;  and  dreadful  indeed  was  the  uproar  ocessiotted  by  their  meei- 
lag.  The  ocean  boiled,  and  roared,  and  bellowed,  as  ua  eivU  war 
had  broken  out  in  tlie  Tartarean  gulf.  ^ 

A I  tluee,  A.  \  riptr^rtained  the  temperature  of  th^^ater,  by 
Fahreuheii's  ihermometer,  to  be  Cl°,  w  hile  ihut  of  the  air  was  71*.  At 
eleven,  A.  AI.,  the  air  was  113^,  and  ihc  water  100^,  the  eruption  still 
continuing  with  unabated  fury.  Tiic  Tartar's  anchorage  was  about 
tea  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  mountain,  and  the  heat  was  ao  great 
that  the  melted  pitch  was  running  finom  the  veaaePs  aeama,  and  the  tar 
dropping  from  the  rigging. 

In  order  to  give  the  reader  a  correct  idea  of  our  situation,  if  will  be 
necessary  to  remind  Iiim  of  t!ia  relative  posiiion  of  these  two  isslands. 
Albemarle  Island  is  die  most  extensive  of  the  wiioit:  Gall apagos  group, 
being  about  ninety  miles  in  length  fiom  north  to  south,  narrow  and 
Qfany  atraight  on  ita  eastern  ahore;  but  on  the  wc&tcni  side  it  hollows 
in  from  Christopher's  Point  on  the  soutii,  to  Cape  13erklcy  on  the 
T>or(h  :  anrl  wifhin  this  spare  lies  the  island  of  Narborou^h,  its  eastern 
point  approaching  nearest  to  Albemarle.  The  Tartar  lay  in  a  cove  of 
Baukis^s  Bay,  ou  the  western  shore  of  Albemarle,  directly  opposite  llie 
northF«ast  point  of  Naxfoorough  ;  and  thb  cove  eoold  be  approached 
fioB  the  noftlMreat  thnMigh  Baaks*s  Bay,  or  from  the  souib-wesft 
thm^gbElizabediBaj.  - 

Our  situation  was  every  hour  becoming  more  critical  and  alarming. 
Not  a  breath  of  air  was  stirring  to  fill  a  sail,  had  we  aiieuipled  to 
escape  ;  so  that  we  were  compt:U&d  to  remain  idle  and  unwilling  spec- 
tators of  a  pyrotechnic  exhibition  wliich  evinced  no  Indicaiioiia  of  mffm 
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a  temporary  snspmfiion.  All  that  day  the  fires  rontinued  torage  whh 
uuabating  activity,  while  the  inountHin  »iiU  continued  to  belch  forth  its 
melted  catrails  in  au  unceasing  cataract. 

The  mercury  continued  to  rise  until  fouft  P.  M.,  when  the  tempera- 
vne  of  the  air  had  tneieased  to  198%  and  that  of  the  water  to  105^'.  Our 
reapiratimi  now  became  difficuUt  and  several  of  the  crew  complained 
of  extreme  faintncss.  It  was  evident  that  something  must  be  done, 
and  that  promptl}-.  "  O  for  a  cap-full  of  wind  !**  was  the  prayer  of 
each-  The  breath  of  a  light  zephyr  from  the  continenif  scarcely  per- 
ceptible to  the  cheek,  was  at  length  announced  as  the  welcome  signal 
for  the  word,  All  hands,  umnoorf  This  was  a  little  before  eight, 
P.  M.  The  andior  was  soon  apeak,  and  every  inch  of  caiiTass  ex- 
tended along  the  spars,  wliere  il  luing  in  uselct^s  draper}'. 

All  was  again  suspense  and  anxious  expectation.  Again  the  zephyr 
breathed,  and  hope  revived.  At  length  ii  was  announced  from  aloft 
that  the  lighter  canvass  began  to  feel  the  air;  and  in  a  few  minuie:> 
more  the  topsails  began  gradually  to  fiUi  when  the  anchor  was  brought 
Co  the  bow,  and  the  Tartar  began  to  move.  At  eiglit  oVlock  %ve  M  ere 
wafted  along  by  a  fine  litde  easterly  breeze,  for  which  we  felt  grateful 
to  Heaven. 

Onr  course  lay  southward,  through  the  little  strait  or  sound  that 
separated  the  burning  mountain  from  Albemarle  Island  ;  my  object 
being  to  get  to  windward  of  Narborough  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is 
true  that  the  north-west  passage  from  Banks's  Bay,  by  Cape  Berkley, 
would  have  becTi  a  shorter  route  into  the  main  ocean ;  but  not  the 
eafest,  under  existing  circums»;in<  os.  I  ilu  refore  clioJ-e  to  run  south, 
to  Elizabeth  Bay,  though  in  doing  so  we  had  to  pass  within  about  four 
miles  of  those  rivci-s  of  flaming  lava,  wliich  were  pouring  into  tlie  wa- 
teia  of  the  bay.  Had  I  adopted  the  other  course,  and  passed  to  the 
leeward  of  Narborough,  we  might  have  got  clear  of  the  island,  but  it 
would  have  been  iinpossible  to  prevent  the  sails  and  rig^Rg  t  akin  or 
fire;  as  the  wliole  aiinosphere  on  the  lee  side  of  the  bay  appear(  I  to 
be  one  mass  of  flanir.  The  deafening  sounds  accompanying  ilic 
eruption  still  continued ;  indeed  the  terrific  grandeur  of  the  scene 
mitld  have  been  incomplete  without  it. 

Heaven  continued  to  favour  us  whh  a  /me  breeze,  and  the  Tartar 
«)ld  along  through  the  almost  boDing  ocean  at  the  rate  of  about  seven 
miles  an  hour.  On  passing  the  currents  of  melted  lava,  I  berame  ap- 
prehensive tli.il  I  should  lose  some  of  my  men,  as  the  influence  of  the 
lieat  was  so  great  that  several  of  thf  in  were  incapable  of  standing. 
At  that  time  the  mercury  in  the  ihcrmomelcr  was  at  147^;  but  on  im- 
mersing it  into  the  water,  it  instandy  rose  to  150^.  Had  the  wind 
deserted  us  here,  the  consequences  must  have  been  horrible.  But  the 
mercy  of  Providence  was  still  extended  towards  us — the  refreshing 
breeze  still  urged  us  forward  towards  a  more  tpmperate  atmosphere; 
so  that  at  eleven  IV  M.  we  were  safely  anrhorixl  at  the  south  extrejniiy 
of  the  bay,  while  the  flaming  Narborough  lay  fifteen  miles  to  tiie  lee- 
ward. 

Here  the  temperature  of  the  air  was  flO^,  and  that  of  the  water 
IHt^l  but  at  e^t  o'doek  the  nezt  moming,  the  lOdit  there  being  no 
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'abatement  in  the  rage  of  lUe  voiuiuug  volcano,  the  iieai  iiad  increased 
lo  such  an  alarmiiig  degree  that  we  found  it  necesaai}^  again  to  get 
^  ^  wider  way,  and  abandon  the  bay  entirely.  At  tweWe  meridian  we 
passed  the  south  point  of  Albemarle  Bay,  called  Christophcr^s  Pointy 
ut  which  lime  I  found  the  mcrcmy  at  122°  in  the  air,  and  at  98**  in 
the  water.  Wp  now  steered  for  Charleses  Island,  which  lies  about 
furty  miles  iiouih^east  of  AibeuiaHe,  and  came  to  anchor  in  its  north- 
west harbour  at  eleven,  P.  M.  Fifty  miles  and  more  to  the  leewaid, 
in  the  uorth-west,  the  crater  of  Narborough  appeared  like  a  cokesal 
beacon-light,  ehooiing  its  vengeful  flames  high  mto  the  gloomy  atmo* 
sphere,  with  a  rumbling  noise  like  distant  thunder. 

February  Mlh. — ll.iving  taken  on  IxKird  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  terrapiuii.  Uiai  would  average  about  iw  cuty-hve  pounds  each,  we 
gut  under  way  on  Friday,  the  17th,  at  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  com- 
menced a  cruise  in  search  of  the  island  of  Gallego,  said  to  lie  in  lat* 
1°  12  \.,  10  r  5  W.  Ancr  eultiug  the  ground  up  in  the  above- 
mentioned  parallel,  and  from  100^  to  110^  west,  I  was  convinced  that 
no  >ucli  inland  existed  within  many  lea^ics  of  tlie  situation  which  had 
been  assigned  to  it.  ^\^;  therefore  bore  up,  and  steered  for  two  clus- 
ters of  islands,  winch  were  aaid  to  he  in  iat.  10^  and  17^  N.,  and  in 
long.  133^  and  136**  W.,  with  a  fine  breeze  from  east-south-east,  and 
fair  weather.  Before  we  bore  up,  however,  we  tried  the  current,  and 
found  it  setting  about  wcst-north-wcst,  at  the  rate  of  two  and  a  half 
m\\v<  an  hour.  The  sea  >v;{s  Iiere  literally  covered  with  pumire-stone, 
some  pieces  of  which  were  tiuitc  large,  supposed  to  have  been  ejected 
frum  tlie  volcano  of  Narborough. 

March  SiA. — We  continued  standing  to  the  norlh-weat,  wlAi  steady 
winds  from  east  to  ea$t-south«east,  and  fair  weather  (experiencing  s 
strong  westerly  current,  which  set  from  one  and  a  half  to  three  knots 
per  hour),  imtil  Tuesday,  the  8th  of  March,  when  we  found  ourselves, 
by  astronomical  observations,  in  the  location  assigned  to  the  first-tnen- 
tioued  island,  said  lo  lie  ui  lal.  16°  N.,  long.  183^  W. ;  but  discovered 
no  appearance  of  land.  We  then  shaped  our  course  for  that  wliich 
was  said  to  be  situated  in  lat.  17^  N.,  long.  136®  W.,  but  aaw  no  indica- 
tions of  land  whatever.  We  then  took  different  angles  between  the 
two  locations,  stretching  from  one  parallel  to  the  Other,  until  we  were 
in  long.  ISB""  W.,  with  no  better  success. 

M'jrc/i  l  — Un  Mondav.  tlie  1  Ifli  of  March,  we  hauled  in  to  the 
north,  for  tlic  coa»l  of  Caiiioraia,  wtU  :iaiislied  liiat  any  farther  search 
ibr  the  islands  in  question  would  be  as  idle  a  waste  of  time  as  that 
which  we  had  spent  in  the  previous  voyage  in  loolung  for  the  Auroras. 
I  could  not  refrain,  however,  from  recoruug  my  astonishment  and  re- 
gret that  ship-mastei-s  should  igiiorantly  or  wantonly  make  and  publish 
reports  of  disrovr ries  whicli  have  no  existence  in  rcahty. 

We  continued  standing  to  the  iiorih,  wiih  a  fine  breeze  from  cast  to 
east-south-east,  and  fair  weather,  until  Saturday,  the  19th ;  when,  in 
UU.  24"*  1'  N.,  long.  I30<»  ST  W.,  the  wind  suddenly  shiAed,  in  n 
squall,  from  east  to  north*west.  We  then  stood  to  the  north-east,  and 
on  Sunday,  the  27th.  wc  arrived  at  the  island  of  Guadaloupei  in  lat* 
28**  «l  N.,  long.  117MI  W. 


Digitized  by  Google 


m 


VQX^  or  CAUFORNIA. 


Match  27^rt.  — Tfiis  isliiii<d,  whidi  is  siiunted  uboul  ouc  fmudred  and 
eighly  miles  tVoiu  tiiu  fe»lMr«,  ou  lUe  we»ieru  caast  oi*  North  xNLniericH, 
in  Um  mum  latitnle  as  Nev-OdMOS,  b  abovl  twettj  aules  in  ekcnni- 
fcreace,  and  uniiibabited.  From  untrnof  indicAlMM,  tfiCM  jb  no  doubt 
that  it  luis  once  been  voleaaic ;  it  is  very  b'trrcn  ou  iis  south  etid,  but 
in  {he  northern  part  thrrc  arc  several  feriile  valley)?,  and  the  mountaims 
cofttaia  vegetation.  ^Vood  and  water  may  be  hud  here  from  a  small 
uav§  on  the  uoiUi-eatsi  side  ol  the  i^Und,  and  goai'»  Uc^h  may  be  ob* 
ttkied  for  the  trouble  oC  shoming  the  aoiiBd. 

TIm  iiland  i«  Ugh,  with  blulT  shores  oa  the  north  and  west  skies,  and 
may  be  seen  from  the  mast-head,  in  clear  weather*  at  the  distance  of 
ftrforn  leagues.  The  .-horos  arc  fn  p  from  dangers  mie-fourth  of  a 
iiule  from  the  inland  'I'iir  only  auclioraoc  is  on  the  sonth-ensf  side, 
lu  it  snuUl  cove,  foiuied  bv  a  few  rocky  islets  that  lie  oil  m  Uiat  Uirec- 
lion.  Here  vessels  nay  anchor  in  seven  fathoius  of  water,  sheltered 
ten  all  winds,  excepiiuf[  from  the  sontfa^eoat  to  east-noith^easl,  which 
aehloin  blow  here.  We  lay  here  throe  days,  dttring  which  time  we 
took  a  number  of  fur-seals. 

April  2d. — Un  I'ruiay,  ilip  l>>t  of  Apiil,  wc  got  under  way,  and 
steered  for  Cerros  Inland,  with  ihe  wind  from  north-uorih-we&i ;  and 
ou  the  foUowiug  day,  at  sis  o'clock,  M.,  wc  were  close  in  with  its 
eaetem  aide.  At  seven  the  boals  were  aeni  ronnd  the  island,  and  Te> 
ttiriicd  without  fmding  either  seals  or  seat^kphants. 

This  inland,  as  ii  is  called,  is  a  mere  pile  of  rocks,  of  volcanic 
origin — hijjh  and  baricn.  It  is  about  <  i^^hl  miles  hi  circumfprence,  and 
only  four  miles  from  the  wi-i^iterM  Amhv  of  the  peninsula  of  Old  Cali- 
f<M:ttia,  A  Uulc  north  of  Uermo^io  I'uiut.  The  passage  between  this 
fomk  and  the  island  ia  clear  of  dangers,  giving  the  Ibrmer  a  berth 
of  half  a  mile,  to  avoid  aoine  aanken  rocks  uat  lie  about  that  dieiajioe 
oiT-shore,  in  a  norlh-aortb-west  direction. 

The  ani-hora^c  on  llie  cast  side  of  ;ho  island  i«?  in  Int.  27^  52'  N., 
long.  Ill'  37  W.,  and  bliehered  from  t!in  provaiiiu^j  wuids,  which 
generally  blow  direct  uloug  shore.  From  the  l.-ii  of  March  to  the  1st 
of  Nofeniber  the  winda  Uow  from  the  north-west,  attended  with  bean* 
ItM  weather;  and  during  this  season  tliere  is  aeldoMB  any  rain.  Bot 
from  Noveaber  to  March  the  winds  frequently  blow  with  violence 
from  ihr  <^(^T:ih-r:'.st  and  south-s(nith-we*<t,  attended  with  torrents  of 
rain,  wiiicb  renders  tlic  navigation  of  iliis  const  very  nnplfa^nut  during 
the  wiatci-  season.  In  tlie  summer  ntouUis  the  wind  sumetunes  tiauls 
round  to  ihc  :souLh-east  \  but  it  is  always  very  light  at  that  season  of 
tlic  year. 

IImto  aae  many  fine  fish  to  be  cangltt  around  this  island,  and  it  was 
formerly  a  «Trcui  resort  for  sea-elephants  and  fur-seals ;  but  it  now  ap- 

pear>  lo  be  eulirely  abandoned  by  these  animals.  A  few  aquatic  birtls 
still  continue  to  \isiL  here  in  the  laying  an<l  i!\eubalif>n  season;  but  wc 
9aw  no  laud-Urd:i.  'i'here  is  a  small  rocky  laland  lying  oi\  the  north' 
west  sUe  of  Gerros,  about  two  milea*  dwianee ;  bm  there  is  no  danfor 
helweeii  the  two  islands. 

April  Gth. — On  Blotulay,  the  4i!i,  we  look  a  slant  of  wiud  from  the 
north-east,  off  the  laud,  aikl  steered  for  St.  Francises  Bay*  whcte  wo 
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arrived  on  Wedneftlny,  xhc         ww]  unchored  in  three*  laUioins  of 
water,  with  the  soutii  puint  ol  tlie  bay  bearing  soutii-suuih-eastt  whieh 
oompletely  Bheheved  us  rnmi  sU  wkids.  Aboot  eight  miles  iiom 
anoliorage*  in  the  direction  of  nonlMMMtli-mt,  n  tm  town  md  miwiiBB 
of  Rosario,  to  ifbich  plsce  there  is  a  good  road  fron  the  head  of  this 

For  the  first  lime  during  our  present  voyai;e,  wc  I'oimd  ourselves 
moored  iu  a  North  American  ()ott^  within  tour  hundred  Icagueb  of  the 
south-west  boundary  of  the  United  States,  and  yet  more  t]na  thirteeii 
dioDsand  noriles  distant  ffom  it  by  water!  Near  to  our  native  land, 
and  yet  fu*  from  it!  A  narrow  peninsula  only  divided  us  from  the 
Gulf  of  (/dUrornia,  onre  celebrated  for  its  pearMisheriev.  Althoti^t 
this  gulf  i>  a  great  estuary,  or  arm  of  the  sen,  eight  imiulred  miles  in 
lenjfth,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  iu  breadth  at  its  mouth,  running 
that  whole  distance  parallel  with  tlic  coast  on  the  Pacific,  and  some- 
times not  more  than  thirty  miles  from  it — still,  in  geograplneal  airici* 
ness,  tlie  (jhdf  of  California  ia  only  the  continuation  of  the  rirer  Colo- 
rado, which  rises  in  the  same  moimtains  that  give  source  to  the  Rio 
del  Norte,  which  eniptic^  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ;  to  the  Arkansas, 
which  pours  its  w  lUrs  into  the  Mississippi:  and  to  the  Columbia, 
which  empties  miu  the  Pacific  Ocean,  from  the  Oregon  territory.  The 
aoueea  w  these  three  riven  are  near  each  other*  whieh  fact  will«  at 
aome  firtnre  period,  prove  of  immense  knportanee  to  the  IJniied  Suitea. 
The  mer  La  Platte  also  rises  in  tlie  same  region ;  which,  aAor  run- 
!iiTijr  a  eonrse  nearly  <1tie  east,  fall'^  into  \ho  Missouri,  about  six  hun- 
dred mdea  by  water,  above  the  junction  ol  lin^  Missouri  and  the  Mis- 
sissipjpi,  whieh  is  eighteen  miles  above  St.  i^uis,  on  tlie  right  bank  of 
dieHuaaiasippi,  the  prmcipal  dep6t  for  the  immeme  repiona  drained  kr 
ihoae  nvmennia  rivers,  the  congregated  waters  of  which  aie  here  eol- 
lected  into  one  great  stream. 

T  tfiink  I  hazard  little  in  assenin;i2,  tliat  long  before  another  century 
rolls  roimd,  the  principal  avenue  ofir  -dc  between  the  United  States  and 
the  different  seaport*?  on  the  Pacif  ic  Ocean  will  be  the  river  Colorado* 
as  connected  u  uh  ilie  Gulf  of  California.  The  China  and  India  trade 
wfll,  of  ceme»  idtimately  fiow  throngh  the  same  channel ;  which  wili 
vender  this  route  to  the  Pacific  far  more  eligible  than  that  of  the  river 
Columbia  can  ever  become.  This  prediction  miglu  be  warranted  on 
ihc  (iitrcrcnee  of  latitude  alone ;  the  Gulf  of  California  entering  the 
Pacific  in  lat.  23"*  N.,  while  the  month  of  Columbia  liiver  is  a  little 
farther  north  than  the  parallel  of  St.  John's,  New-Brunswick,  ou  the 
Atlantic  coast.  The  mondi  of  the  Golf  of  Califomia  is  nearly  on  die 
parallel  of  Havana,  in  the  island  of  Cuba. 

In  the  lan^age  ui'  the  late  aciemific  William  Darby^  **it  is  impoe* 
sibic  to  view  a  map  ol  \onh  America,  and  earefidlv  fxamine  ilie  i'ouiae 
of  itr;  great  rivers,  without  appreciatins^  tlie  prodiiiiuio  cuuimcrcial  and 
political  advimtages  of  the  Coloriuio  route-  By  it  liie  Pacific  Ocean 
is  enteied  twenty^hree  dcgreea  of  latknde  fattW  south  than  by  ite 
river  CohraibiB ;  and  by  the  Ibcner,  ali«,  the  shi|»-ehMiMl  ia  mmk 
deeper  into  the  body  of  the  continent  than  hy  the  latter.  An  approai- 
anaiiaQ  lew«da  the  tMpical  regtona  of  Mynrsia,        and  C^an 
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florklrii  the  intfewaoe  in  ftirour  of  the  southern  route,  b  tbis  gnat 
line  of  cifiliMd  iotercourse,  St.  Ixiuis,  in  the  United  Statea,  will,  wc 
may  8Uppo«<<*,  assume  ilic  rank  of  an  immeoM  eutrapdtt  wbil9  aaothec 

must  ari!5e  on  ihe  .sitlr  of  \he  Pacitio." 

The  name  of  (;alUorma  lias  been  givea  lo  so  raucli  of  the  westejn 
coast  of  North  America  as  ties  between  lat.  W  52'  to  4%*  N.,  or 
Ikfoagh  nearly  tw^ty  degrees  of  latitude,  although  no  one  can  tell 
from  what  source  the  word  has  been  derived ;  its  origin  and  etymology 
hrtving  never  been  nmirately  ascertained.  Tliis  couniry  rorcivcd  the 
^  ;ip[>eIIation  of  California  when  tln?t  visited  by  Hernando  de  (irixiilvo* 
who  was  acting  under  the  direcuon  of  Ilcrnan  Cortes,  in  153-1,  and 
haa  retained  it  ever  ahiee.  In  all  the  various  dialeeta  of  die  natives^ 
no  trace  of  aneh  a  name  has  ever  been  discovered ;  and  tboogfa  some 
writers  have  had  recourse  to  conjeciure,  and  suppose  that  ^e  term 
California  h  rf>nijH>?nided  of  cnlnia  and  fomax,^  not  furnace,  and  wa» 
derived  from  die  suJiniirss  of  its  rliinate,  yet  it  does  not  appear  that 
any  of  the  Spanish  capums  ever  took  this  wetliod  of  giving  names  to 
their  eanqnests.  Father  Venegas  is  rather  Inclined  to  thmk  that  it 
owed  its  origin  to  aome  aeeident ;  po&sibly  to  some  words  apcdten  hf 
the  nattvea,  and  nisnndeiatood  by  the  Spaniards,  as  iiappeneo,  aeccMrd- 
ing  to  a  very  learned  American,  in  tlic  naming  of  Peru. 

Be  this  as  if  may,  tlie  natives  of  the  couniry  distinguish  it  by 
no  j^eiieral  deuommaiion ;  although  each  tribe  has  a  name  and  lan- 
guage peculiar  to  itself.  The  Califomiana  of  the  peoinsola  (whidi 
is  called  Old  Caltlbmia)  are  divided  into  three  distinct  nations,  whose 
languages  are  entirely  different  from  each  other.  The  Pericues  occupy 
the  south  end  of  the  peninsula  ;  the  Menquis  inliabit  the  centre  ;  and 
the  Cocliinik'>»  arc  on  tlio  tiorth  part,  where  it  joins  to  the  m-dln. 
Each  of  these  nations  is  bubdividcd  into  several  tribes  or  branches^ 
distinguished  by  considerable  variations  in  their  dialect.  In  New 
CalUbmis,  which  is  north  of  die  peninsuhi«  die  distinctions  are  atill 
more  numerous ;  aud  it  has  been  assorted  by  one  of  the  Catholic  i]ria» 
sionaries,  who  laboured  hard  and  zealously  in  converting  these  n;jfives 
to  the  Christian  religion,  that  on  an  extent  of  one  hundred  and  t  ii^hty 
leagues,  from  Sin  Diego  to  the  Bay  of  St.  Francisco,  no  fewer  than 
seventeen  languages  are  spoken ! 

The  eondhiooi  character,  manners,  habits,  and  cnatomaof  the  nadve 
Califomians  have  been  all  much  improved  since  a  knowledge  of  Cluia- 
tianity  was  introduced  amonsr  them  by  tho  Spanish  Jesuits,  and  espe- 
cially since  the  wJiole  country  has  been  nnncxf  ti  lo  ilie  Mexican  nation. 
The  arts  of  civilization  have  been  inljodu'  cd  ainon^  them  w'uh  the 
most  salutary  effects.  Their  maimers  have  become  bolicucd,  many 
of  their  superstitious  ceremonies  have  been  abolished,  and  agricultnra 
has  rapidly  increased.  White  seulementa  are  now  springing  up  in 
both  Califomias,  and  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  this  long-neglected 
and  much-depreciated  region  of  Anitrica  will  become  the  envy  of  its 
neighbours  As  soon  as  its  resources  and  advantages  become  belter 
known,  and  more  justly  estimated,  its  increase  and  pros[)erity  may 
challenge  a  compeutor  in  die  same  parallel  of  latitude  on  the  western 
cominent.  Bnt  this  antidpaied  aiate  of  renovadon  and  proaperity 
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must  be  brought  about  by  foreigners :  it  will  never  be  efiecieJ  by  the 
natives. 

By  Una  tune  the  most  Inezfierienced  reader  atast  be  awaie  dial  Old 
California  is  a  lon^  narrow  peninsula,  extending  nearly  north-west  and 
south-east  through  almui  eleven  degrees  ofl  ititvide,  and  perhaps  eight  of 
longitude,  bring  unileil  to  the  continent  ai  its  north-west  extremity  by  a 
neck  of  land  one  hundred  and  btxiy  miles  in  width,  reaching  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Colorado  river  to  a  bay  called  Sao  Diego.  A  chain  of 
moanlains  ranges  throup^h  the  whole  length  of  this  extensive  peninsula* 
the  most  elevated  peak  of  which  ri^ps  to  nearly  five  thousand  feci 
above  the  lov.  !  of  the  sea  The  width  oj  this  peninsula  vanes  from 
thirty  to  one  hutuired  and  twemy  miles.  It  is  said  lo  comprise  liliy-six 
thousand  square  miles ;  viz.  eight  hundred  in  length  by  an  average  of 
■evenly  in  breadili.  The  poptdatioo,  however,  is  onW  estimated,  at  n 
little  over  ten  thoneand.  Wherever  fresh  water  is  found  the  sott  i» 
excellent;  and  vines  grow  spontaneously  In  the  mountains  It  is  said 
that  the  Jesuits,  when  thev  resided  here,  ni:idi'  abundance  of  wine, 
which  in  taste  H  luui  ii  like  Madeira.  Among  the  mountains  are 
interspersed  several  fertile  valleys  of  good  soil ;  and  some  of  the  plains* 
pMrtjeidailT  in  the  vieinity  of  tfaie  ooast,  aie  well  adapted  both  for  jms- 
tarage  and  tillage,  and  ave  now  in  a  fair  way  to  beoome  greatly  lift* 
pfOm  by  cultivation. 

The  Bay  of  St  Franeis,  in  which  we  now  lay  at  anchor,  is  in  the 
nortliern  divission  of  the  peninsula,  beino;  in  latitude  30°  20'  N.  The 
surroundmg  country  abounds  with  excellent  grazing-meadows,  which 
aie  thickly  stoelnd  with  wild  cattle,  deer,  gray  foxes,  &e.  Here  alao 
are  fonad  many  different  kinds  of  birds,  but  very  few  that  are  rematk- 
aUe  Ibr  beamy  of  ^ttmage  or  sweetness  of  song.  In  this  bay  vessels 
may  procure  cattle,  ^heep,  deer,  ho<js,  potatoes,  and  vegetables  of  va- 
rious kinds,  nt  the  most  moderate  prices.  But  it  is  difficult  to  obtain 
fresh  water  or  wood  at  this  place.  The  bauka  hi  ilua  bay  are  fre- 
quently visited  by  sea-leopards,  but  they  are  very  wild ;  the  se»<otter 
£kewise  is  sonelinMS  taken  by  the  nativea,  bnt  they  have  become  quite 
aearee,  and  I  believe  the  race  is  nearly  extirpated. 

There  are  many  kinds  of  scale-fish  at  the  head  of  this  hay,  which 
may  be  caught  with  a  small  seine  in  great  abundan^^e ;  among  \bem 
are  very  large  mullets,  which  average  three  pounds  aoi«**» 


neighbouring  country  abounds  with  rattlesnakes  of  *•* 
Daring  an  moraion  of  five  mites  mto  th-  '"tenor  I  have  seen  more 
than  two  hundred  of  these  reptil-'  some  that  were  six  leet 

in  length  and  twelve  inni'-f  ni  rircnmicrence. 

Vessels  infA«ajng  lo  enter  tins  port  must  steer  for  the  south-west 
point  oi  the  bay,  which  opens  to  the  sooth.  This  pomt  is  in  latiludn 
30"  2ff  N.,loag.  1  lef  14'  W.  $  and  when  yon  are  widtin  two  milea  of 
its  aonthem  extreanty,  steer  north-north-east  until  the  point  bears  west- 
north-west,  when  you  may  haul  north-north-west ;  or,  if  the  wind  out 
of  the  bay,  you  may  make  short  tacks,  takin?  care  not  to  stretch  under 
the  east  shore  m  Ics^,  than  five  tathoms  oi  water,  from  which  it  shaltown 
very  suddenly.  In  approaching  the  west  shore,  you  may  stand  wMmii 
a  cable's  length  of  die  beadH  ate  the  point  beaia  wesl.  and  daoom 
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mur  tDehorafeiiifromaemioiimiU^  Thw 
IS  s  land  and  roeky  bank  running  off  the  wmlfa-west  point,  in  a  8o«tii> 
touth-west  direction,  with  four  feci  of  wntcr  on  it  nt  low  ebb.  Thf 
tido  ri<>e6  here  aboot  nine  leet  on  the  iM^ap,  and  eleven  feet  on  the 

spring  tides. 

Ajmi  8M. — We  remained  m  lius  bay  \nuii  1  liday,  the  8th,  when  we 
got  imder  waj  at  four,  k.  M.,  and  sleeved  for  pott  St.  hr  tiw 
purpose  of  boitding  a  whale-boat.    At  ten,  A.  M.,  we  landed  on  €eni» 

Island,  in  searc  h  of  flI^-^e.tls-  Hcrr  wc  found  about  ripht  hundred  .sea- 
r]r]>!innis  on  u  beach  at  the  east  side  of  the  island ;  and  on  the  north 
and  wesi  sides  tliore  were  about  four  hundred  sea-leopards.  The  ele- 
phants vrere  very  tame,  but  the  leopards  were  extremriy  wild,  and 
uiffieuh  to  ap|iRMich* 

Cenizas  Island  is  aboM  Ihre  miles  in  eirrtnnferenee ;  lies  eigkteen 
miles  from  the  soulh-wpst  point  of  St.  Franrisro,  om  n  n^rtb-north-wesT 
ronrsr,  and  is  three  miles  west  from  the  mahdand  ft  is  ot  vnli  Miiie 
origm,  and  is  entirely  barren :  the  rocks  have  been  melted  into  a  com- 
plete lava,  and  Uie  lowland  is  covered  wkh  pmnce-otone.  There  is 
a  reef  lying  off  liie  aoith-eaBC  eftd  of  liie  island,  abosi  two  miles,  ni 
aMNtur  off  the  nflftli<^weBt  pan,  at  nearly  tbe  same  distance.  The 
OOast  from  this  to  Point  or  Morro  llermoso,  n  di^rnTi<"r  of  fifl^' 
leagues  south-rast.  is  hold,  and  clear  dunn*^!-^  tw  ti  miles  hom  ihv 
shore.  The  sounduigs  are  regular,  graduaiiy  bhailowing  as  you  ap- 
|m>ach  the  land. 

f  We  naw  eomfaned  plying  to  tbe  northward,  wMithe  wind,b<tftwaan 
Ao  komrs  of  ten,  A.  M.,  and  seven,  P.      from  nortimMMili»west  to  wes^ 

north-^rpf^t :  nnd  hrt^vrrn  the  hours  of  nine  in  the  rrrnin^  and  six  or 
seven  the  next  morning,  the  wind  blew  from  north-norih-west  to  north- 
nonh  east.  By  taking  advantage  of  tlie  land  and  sea-breezes  a  ship 
will  here  work  to  windward  vei^'  rapidly. 

I  ApfiS  im.-- We  arrived  m  the  poit  of  St.  Diego  on  Manday,  the 
llth  of  AprU,  and  anchored  in  four  fathon»  of  water,  with  tbe  fort  on 

ihf»  west  side  of  ilie  l):iy  bearing  south-west,  disinnce  one  mile.  !n 
this  situation  w  e  were  eompletrly  landlocked,  in  as  line  u  bay  for  vp^- 
sels  under  titrre  hundred  ions  as  was  ever  formed  by  Nature  in  lier  most 
"**»««Hymood  to  mariners. 

ThrpDn^^  Diego  is  in  laiitade  »*  N.,  long.  1 IC*  M'  W. ; 
and  a  line  drawn  Tro,-.^s  pon,  due  east,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Colorado 
river,  ^rould  divide  the  penifi^^.,  from  New  California.  Thiscomrno- 
dious  and  spacious  harbour  was  first  Onw./,yp|.cfl  by  Sebastian  Viscaino. 
m  the  year  1(>03,  wlio  also  discovered  anotiiiri  Vlvjce  hundred  miles 
fother  north,  wlueh  he  named  Monterey,  and  whieh  ^nfeMquenUy  be- 
came the  principal  .settlement  of  the  Spannda  in  this  coantiy.  Tine 
first  mission  founded  in  New  California  was  at  this  port  in  1769. 

Although  Viscaino  deseiibed  New  r  diforni--.  h]  i!ie  me^;!  r^n  onrable 
coburs,  as  to  fertility  of  soil  and  saluimty  ol  rlimaie,  t!i<  Njumiards 
still  continued  to  neglect  it,— clinging  round  the  rude,  stcril  pcmiwalji 
ibr  Ihe  eake  of  tbe  pearls,  and  ibo  mines  which  had  been  msupf  tted 
tm  Ao  mainhnid  aeiaes  the  gait  For  neatly  a  oiittiiif  and  a  half 
lluyiraraihvawnaihif  tkeir  stfong^  and  wtasaw  in  mmiftktg  lo- 
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-MfCffi  and  ttfilim  a  hmmm  and  ungratcM  eooDtiy,  wUe  New  Oall- 
Aniia,  R  tna  popaloaa  region,  but  a  few  leagMS  futhcr  nortli,  was 
stifFered  to  rcmnin  unexplored,  and  almost  nnvisited.  This  beautiful 
lerritorv,  wliich  \voi\h\  huvo  most  amply  repaid  ail  their  exertions  if 
properly  eolouized,  was  not  occupied  by  ilie  Hpanianls  uutil  one  hun- 
dred and  aixty-sercn  years  after  its  discovery. 

The  towD  of  San  Diego  is  foar  mflea  horn  the  landing  at  the  finrt«  in 
a  north-east  directHRi.  Its  form  is  neaHy  circular,  and  it  is  surrounded 
by  a  wall  about  twent)-  feet  in  heiglit,  which  forms  tlie  back  sides  of 
the  houses,  the  latter  bcin^  erected  against  it,  and  frontincr  inwanfly. 
There  arc  about  two  huiidred  and  fifty  houses  erccte*]  in  »!'.!->  manner, 
from  one  to  two  stories  high,  built  of  Ireestone,  and  ut-aily  lniii>hed. 
There  is  also  a  large  chnrdi,  one  nunneiy,  and  a  vcty  neat&tleoourf* 
house.  This  town  contains  abont  1500  inhabitanis,  principsdly  natives 
of  tlic  coast,  and  they  appear  to  he  a  very  agreeable,  friendly  kind 
of  people.  I)ut  not  quite  so  eleaiily  nnd  indiif^trions  as  could  be  wished. 
Their  principal  employment  is  aueiuiing  her(l^s  ol  eattle,  and  cultivating 
some  small  patches  of  earth,  which  produce  wheat,  vegetables,  «Jcc. 
They  are  nnieh  addicled  to  such  annisements  as  are  common  to  all  die 
Spanish  settlcrncnta  on  llit  western  coast  of  America,  from  CahfiBfak 
to  Chiloe,  viz.  horse-racing,  cock-fighting,  and  bull-baiting,  which  are 
enjoyed  with  equal  zr^t  hy  both  sexes.  In  equestrian  exercises  they 
are  but  little  inffrior  to  the  Chilotes ;  and  will  break  a  wild  horse,  so 
that  he  will  beeouic  |>crfectly  tractable,  by  only  once  ridiag  him:  tiiey 
are  also  Tery  expen  in  the  m  ofihe  lasno,  rai  which  tiny  eaieh  the 
wild  cattle ;  and  their  honting  excursifms  in  t!ie  moontains  are  replete 
with  interest  aad  excitement  to  the  lovers  of  field-sports. 

The  females  It  ive  !]fenerally  fine  lornis.  and  expressive  countenaneem. 
Their  eyes  arc  dark  and  sparklinir.  an<l  they  dress  their  long  black 
hair  in  a  very  tasteful  and  becoming  mamter,  witli  folds  and  braids. 
Their  hands  and  feet  are  lainirfiiahiy  gmall,  md  they  generally  display 
an  extremely  delicate  aalde.  They  also  delight  in  eqoeetrian  ex^- 
ci5,es.  and  usually  hoaonr  eaeh  «ida  of  the  borte  with  a  heautifol  little 
foot  and  ankle.  Their  evenings  are  commonly  pnssed  in  small  cote- 
ries, or  parties  of  both  sexes,  where  they  amuse  themselves  and  each 
other  with  singing,  playing  the  guitar,  dancing,  Their  favourite 

dance  is  the  Spanidi  ftndange. 

April  *22tl. — On  the  d.iy  after  oar  arrival  in  the  port  of  San  Diego, 
we  landed  the  niaterialr.,  forge,  &^e.,  and  commenced  the  building  of  a 
new  uhalc-hoai,  of  which  we  stood  verv  nitrch  in  nrrt!.  'Hii'*  tti"^ 
ruiplovrd  our  caq>ejitt?r  and  men  eleven  davs,  which  <_i  i\  (  iin  >clt  and 
officers  an  ainpl«  opportmuly  ol  examining  tlic  town,  and  iorauug  ac- 
qnaintaoeea  among  the  inhahitMUSt  who  treated  ns  with  the  greaieat 
hoepitaUiy  aad  moat  polita  niewion.  We  ngiiariy  aHemM  thmr 
favourite  amusements  and  evening  parties,  aewral  of  which  were  pro- 
jected expre^'^lv  on  our  account.  Horses  were  rihv^^  s  nt  n\}r  -iervice. 
which  alior(]<  (i  \is  <9everii  dehghtAti  rurul  cxcumous, oue  ol  which  will 
ttiniish  an  mcuieiu  tor  the  next  chapter. 

Him  pmm^  mtotfaia  baamiiil  bay  is  phiiOreasf,mrf  aalK  There 
i»  n  int  M  thn  mM  ahwenf  iht  e«raiiD«t  ^HM  imm  •it  to  tfm  iMm- 
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ward  about  one  mile,  covered  at  low  water  to  the  deptii  of  about  three 
fort.  There  is  also  \  ?>m'dll  sand-baiik  runuing  olY  Ironi  the  soulli- 
west  poifU,  or  Point  I^oma,  lo  the  distauce  ol'  about  one  himdred 
tHilioius,  Oil  which  the  water  h  »hoaJ.  Afterpassing  this  point,  wbich 
is  high  and  blulT,  yon  sieer  for  the  flag-«tan  on  the.  fort,  whieh  wUl 
bear  lumh-by-weet ;  to  M^hich  coniee  you  will  have  three  fathonis  of 
water,  sandy  bottom,  when  within  one  hundrod  fathoms  of  the  point 
on  which  the  fort  stands.  'I'his  point  may  be  doubled  at  that  distance, 
and  after  paa.siiij^  it  you  may  haul  in  to  llic  weiiiward,  and  choose 
your  anchorage  la  fnim  Ave  to  three  fathoms,  clay  bottom.  I'oiat 
ijauM  is  in  tat  W  W  N.,  loig.  tl6<»  48'  W.  The  centre  of  tlte 
state  of  Georgia  liee  in  the  same  parallel,  and  the  cUmales  aie  veiy 
similar* 


CHAPTER  VI. 

^  A  bntiting  EI^rlr^ioll — Tlir  T;  rty  attacked  by  a  hostile  Tribe  orinJianv^A  des- 

Eirato  Bault — Victory  Joubtful — The  Savages  dcfeoteil — A  e&fe  Return  to  Su 
iegi>_Sail  tu  the  North — Arrive  at  Monterey — Mission  of  San  Carlo*  and 
San  Aiitoiiio  -Mutiny  on  boaril  ihc  Asia  Ki\ty-four — Faralloiie  Islands — Ptirt  St. 
Fmncisco — DescripUon  of  the  Country  and  Inhabitants — Mission  of  St  Clara 
— CaM  Bhaeo  in  tha  Oraaoa  Twritoiy  OImimb  our  Coaiw-to  the  Soiilh— 
Idaiid  of  8oeofnH-4SCe«r  iSr  the  Wert— Samhdch  UbaB^ 

On  Monday,  the  18ili  of  April,  agreeably  u>  previous  arrangcmciiii>,  » 
I  joined  a  hunUug  party,  coui^iaiiug  of  ueveu  well  mouuled  hort>emeu, 
armed  with  long  mneketev  bioaioaarMdei  and  laeaoe.  I  was  abo 
armed  in  the  same  niannar,  with  the  esoepiion  of  the  lasso,  whieh 
would  have  been  of  little  use  in  my  unpractised  hand.  'Vhc  p:irty 
coinplimcntcd  me  with  a  well  accoutred  horse,  as  fine  high-spinteti  ;m 
animal  as  ever  1  had  under  me ;  and  at  three  oViuck  iii  the  morning 
we  were  all  mounted,  wiilt  a  ploitifol  anpply  of  provisiona  and  ammu* 
nition  for  the  projected  craiee,  light  lieatta,  and  a  keen  reiiah  for  the 
anticipated  sport. 

On  leaving  the  town  of  San  Diego,  we  took  a  course  nearly  due 
ro^i ;  and  long  before  «unrisp  lind  ponetrated  many  miles  into  ilie 
coumry.  At  half-past  five  u't  lock,  \vt'  lust  saw  the  golden  bumiiury 
peering  tlurough  a  volume  of  blue  mist  that  was  slowly  asceudiiig  ironi 
the  dialant  range  of  mowitalna.  Thia  waa  aoon  diaaipated  by  the 
increasing  warmth  of  the  sun,  tmtil  at  length  that  pnri^  of  atmosphere 
and  serenity  of  sky  mentioned  by  Humboldt  as  peculiar  lo  Cali- 
fornia, were  witiu'^^sed  and  enjoyed  by  our  party.  Ai  seven  we  halted 
near  a  si!  (":nii  of  rle  \r  niniiiiiLi  water,  and  made  a  hearty  breakfast  of 
!!>uch  matcriaU  as  we  had  bruugiit  with  us  for  the  purpose  ;  and  at  niue 
we  eadmaied  our  diatanee  from  the  ooaat  (o  bo  abost  Ibrtjr  wSHm, 

The  faee  of  the  country  now  began  lo  aaaome  a  more  rugged  a^ 
pearanc€,  and  from  several  eminences  which  we  ascended  we  ccught 
fUaiyeeaof  ihebroadPaeitiein  ihedietaniweMeni  honaott,  UiUieit» 
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we  had  seen  no  game  worthy  the  expense  of  ammuniiion,  ami  ovr 
intcndetl  hunting  gromul  w;'.s  yet  many  miles  distant.  One  of  mj 
companions  had  surccctlcd  ui  lakmg  a  wild  cat  %viili  his  hi.>;SO,  ;ind 
after  securing  the  skin  leli  the  carcass  for  the  bearb  to  dine  on,  vvuii 
which  he  said  the  aaighbottriiig  woods  abounded. 
^  By  the  hour  'of  noon,  we  had  shot  ami  taken  a  variety  of  game^ 
among  which  were  hare^,  rabbits,  and  partridges ;  ami  as  our  horses 
now  required  rest  and  rcfreshtnrin  -.ss  well  as  their  riders,  wo  gave 
iliem  ail  hour  to  graze  in  a  bcautitui  hide  valley  which  die  openinj^ 
sprinj^  iiad  ju&t  covered  wuh  a  velvet  carpet  of  green.  On  the  side 
ot  a  tiiouniain  at  a  short  distauee  we  saw  several  flocks  of  deer  brows- 
ioyr,  aiid  among  them  some  stags  of  an  immense  sisc.  But  they  took 
to  tiigiit  before  we  could  approach  within  musket-shot,  and  disappeared 
ill  the  forest. 

Just  as  wc  had  finished  our  midday  rei>ast,  and  were  collectiuy  our 
liorses  together,  a  rustling  in  a  neighbounng  thicket  arrested  my  at- 
temion,  and  in  the  next  instant  a  stag  darted  forth,  and  rushed  across 
the  valli^  direetly  towards  oiur  party.  Fright  must  have  deprived 
him  of  his  tisual  quick-sightedncss,  for  it  was  evident  he  did  not  per- 
ceive the  new  danger  into  winch  he  was  plunging  headlong.  One  of 
my  Calilbmian  friends  threw  liis  lasso  just  as  I  touched  the  trig- 
ger oi"  my  musket.  The  animal  leaped  Ijigh  in  the  air,  and  fell  dead 
on  tiie  s|>ot.  The  ball  had  entered  his  forehead,  and  lus  huge  branch- 
ing aiitlera  were  completely  entangled  in  the  lasso,  at  the  same  moment;. 

The  hero  of  the  lasso  sprang  from  his  horse^  and  while  disentan^ 
gllng  his  sueeessful  instrument,  he  good-humouradly  observed  that  wo 
must  decide  our  right  to  the  noble  animal  by  n  game  at  billiards.  Just 
as  I  was  signifying  my  assent  to  the  proposition,  a  wluzzuiii;  sound 
pass»ed  my  ear,  and  the  Califurniaii  exclaimed  that  he  was  wounded. 
An  Indian  arrow  from  the  thicket  iiad  pierced  his  arm. 

**  An  Ap%chariatt  I  an  Apacherian  !**  exclaimed  every  voice  at  onee» 
as  each  man  sprang  upon  his  steed,  and  the  whole  party  rushed 
into  the  thicket  in  search  of  the  ambushed  enemy.  Nothing,  however, 
was  to  be  ^^een.  until  we  had  gained  tlic  stimmit  of  a  little  eminence 
Oil  the  !souih,  when  we  discovered  thrre  Iiidian.s  (  ii  liorseback,  riding 
in  a  south-eastern  direction  in  a  very  deliberate  mamier.  My  wounded 
friend  clapped  spurs  to  his  Itorse,  and  fired  at  the  same  time  without 
soeeess.  We  all  joined  in  the  pursuit,  determmed  to  chastise  the  as- 
snilants  at  all  hazards.  On  seeing  our  purpose,  they  gave  a  horrid 
yr!!,  and  pTit  their  hordes  at  full  speed.  This  of  ronrse  excited  greater 
ardour  m  die  pursuit,  and  for  the  first  time  that  day  did  my  fiery 
charger  ieei  the  spur.  Tlie  hint  was  sufficient — he  ouiflew  the  wind, 
and  I  should  have  soon  overtaken  the  fugitives,  but  was  aware  of  the 
impradenoe  of  doing  so^  I  tbeiefore  ao  far  checked  my  steed  aa  to 
keep  only  about  fifty  yards  in  front  of  our  party. 

The  south  extremity  of  a  blufi'  ridge,  terminating  in  a  rorkv  preci- 
pice, was  soon  to  conrral  the  retreating  savagrs  from  our  view; 
and  before  passing  it  liicy  iiad  liie  audacity  to  wheel,  and  discharge 
their  arrows  iti  our  faces.  The  next  moment  they  were  invniUe. 
One  of  tlieir  arrows  only  took  effect,  piercing  my  bridle*ami  just  above 
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the  elbon'.  It  was  a  mere  scratch,  \n\\  it  hat!  considerable  eflfect  in 
whetting  my  appetite  for  revcnjrc.  \\ c  doubled  the  precipice  just  men- 
tioned, and  iii»lt;ad  of  three,  mure  than  liiiy  mounted  suvagea  were  par- 
aM  before  each  mth  his  arrow  ootdied  Old  pre8«^  Tbbwai 
uoexpecled,  aoil  for  a  moment  my  paitjr  gued  at  eseh  other  in  ii|«eish- 
less  dismay. 

.My  ^^•onnded  companion,  who  had  rr>loadcd  his  musket  during  the 
pursuit,  u  as  the  first  to  break  siieucCf  by  cxclaituing,  **  Untrampa!  on 
€mhoscado  I  senor  capitan 

I  a«ked  him  if  he  «ouid  point  out  the  chief  of  this  wandering  horde 
of  half-uakcd  freebooters.  He  directed  my  attention  to  one  of  supe- 
rior stature  and  muscle,  with  sometlungimendcd  for  an  ornament  hang- 
in**  on  his  breast.  As  this  iii(li\ idiKil  appeared  to  be  the  loader  of  tlie 
party*  I  Ivcju  my  eye  on  Inm.  He  luok  cure,  however,  not  to  keep 
IIS  long  ill  suspense,  but  addressed  me  in  a  commanding  tone,  accom- 
panied by  ^stin-es  that  I  could  not  misonderstami. 

**I  eaa  understand  his  jargon,**  said  the  wminded  CaMforaiaa,  who 
kepi  dooe  to  my  side.  He  addresses  yon  as  our  chief,  and  demands 
n  swrendcr  of  our  weapons." 

"We  will  pcrisli  lirsi  I  n-plied.  But  lot  us  be  puliiir.  I>cmand 
honourable  terms  of  capitulaiioa,  and  gam  us  a  moment's  time  Uit 
i-eAection.? 

My  companion  did  ns  I  desired,  in  the  ea?age^  own  dialoct ;  and 

the  answer  was  unconditional  submission,  or  instant  dealh.  If  we 
compKed  our  lives  should  be  spared.  Sliould  we  resist,  no  quarter 
would  be  nivcn.  Having  heard  niueh  of  the  frfttchcry  of  this  tribe,  T 
resolved  to  place  no  confidence  in  the  promises  of  ilicir  chief ;  but 
told  my  companions  that  wc  nituhi  b(  tier  perish  like  men,  with  arms 
in  ovr  Itands,  than  foil  like  cowards,  by  our  own  weapons,  as  we 
should  be  certain  to  do  if  we  gave  them  up;  that  our  first  movement 
must  ht  a  desperate  one ;  and  iliut  each  man  must  bear  in  mind  that 
he  wns;  eonfrmliiiii  for  lifi^  and  liberty.  I  then  desired  our  interpreter 
to  annisc  the  Indian®  by  pieleiidmjr  lo  comply  with  their  demand, 
while  liii!  party  dismounted,  to  put  the  savages  oflf  their  guard,  and 
iadoee  them  to'disaioutt  also;  at  the  same  time  directing  eaefa  of  my 
commmions  to  single  ont  his  man,  and  to  fire  the  moment  he  hendmy 
musket ;  then  to  spring  again  into  their  saddles,  and  attack  the  enemy 
Hwnrd  in  hand,  DUlU  they  were  wiUiog  to  let  us  retreat  wiihofii 
mulei>taU(»n. 

My  phm  was  unanimously  approved,  and  mstaiitly  adopted.  As 
soon  as  my  party  left  their  swUlas,  the  Indians  dismsitnmd  to  a.  man, 

and  stood  waiting  the  orders  of  their  chief,  the  parties  being  witliin 
pisiol-sliot  of  each  oilier.    I  was  the  hist  to  make  a  raoiioa  of  dis- 

inoimtin?,  whirh  I  did  in  ^n'-h  nn  axvkward  and  cluiufsy  mamier  as 
«'.re\v  :i  hui'^li  of  derision  Irnin  the  savafjes,  and  bronf!)iT  mv  eve  to 
r;uigc  along  the  lianel  o(  niy  musket,  which  lay  along  tlie  iiorse's  neck, 
pointing  to  the  ornament  on  the  bosom  o4'  the  ci^ssal  chief  in  front 
of  me. 

Tht  nsprnt  of  smrsn  wmkels  besides  mr  own  knsnght  wn/rf  mm 
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skgain  10  llie  saddle,  and  we  cliargrd  ihe  :i*>toiiislieil  I'oc  w  'ah  snch 
resistless  fiiiy  as  bore  down  ull  beli>re  us.  Scvcu  iiiilioiis,  besides  the 
efiier,  fell  by  our  muskets ;  and  the  new  leader  who  now  assumed 
the  commaiid  Memed  detennned  to  single  me  out  ae  the  mnk 
<d  bis  Tfngeaoee.  He  retreated  a  little  space,  then  wheeling  his 
horse,  rode  to-wanh  me  ai  full  speed,  l»r;indi>^l^in}»  in  Iiis  right  hand  a 
lonia;  pointed  javelin  of  liard  wood,  whieh  lie  aimed  at  my  breast,  as 
our  horses  lUJ^^hed  past  each  other,  I  fonuuaiely  panitd  the  blow,  and 
wb^Uug  on  Itis  rear  complimented  him  with  a  cut  across  the  right 
idMider  that  nearly  penetrated  to  the  pap.  He  fell  to  the  ground, 
and  was  able  to  rise  no  more. 

Atthk  moment  I  received  an  arrow  in  my  right  thigh,  wltih  il  rce 
others  ^tprp  planted  in  the  left  side  of  my  gallant  steed,  one  of  whieh 
had  reached  his  henii,  ;nid  he  fell  to  the  ground,  with  one  ol"  my  legn 
crushed  beneath  hiui,  in  &u«-h  a  maimer  that  it  was  some  time  before  I 
could  extricate  myseIC  which  I  at  length  eflected,  rising  imder  a 
ahower  of  arrows.  I  now  attempted  to  take  the  horse  of  the  leader 
whom  I  had  just  put  hors  du  combat,  and  who  was  still  holding  the  bridle 
ill  his  left  hand.  Just  ;is  I  was  rnountinj^  wimal,  five  of  the  most 
ferocious  of  tfie  rneiny  started  Ibr  nie  at  full  speed,  and  would  doubt- 
less have  sent  me  after  their  two  leaders,  had  uot  Uu-ee  of  my  friends 
perceived  my  danger,  and  darted  to  my  lesciie.  They  reached  me 
just  to  tiflM  to  ent  down  three  of  the  aaaailants,  while  I  had  as  much 
business  as  I  could  attend  to  in  amosing  the  other  two,  one  of  whom 
nil  under  hie  borse»  and  the  other  was  glad  to  make  his  escape  to  the 
forest. 

Several  of  my  brave  comrades  had  by  this  time  received  a  number 
of  severs  wonnda  from  the  fiint-headed  arrows  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
bene  of  my  friend  and  iniernreter  was  killed  under  him  by  a  wooden 
lance  or  ftpear  like  that  which  had  threatened  my  oxvn  life.  He  foriu- 
natcly  stircecded,  Ijowcvrr,  in  eatching  a  fallen  Indlan'^t  horse,  which 
he  instantly  mourned,  and  retmiicd  to  the  charge.  By  this  time  the 
enemy  had  drawn  olf  wiiliin  short  arrow  distance,  and  commenced  tinner 
a  shower  of  those  sharp-pomted  mii^siltis  among  us.  From  the  I'krat 
foilejr  one  of  onr  party  receatred  a  woimd  m,  the  thigh ;  another  arrow 
severely  tickled  my  left  leg,  while  a  third  penetrated  tiie  collar  of  my 
coat.  We  soon  became  convinced  that  our  only  safety  depended  upon 
close  quarters  ;  we  therefore  made  another  despetate  ehrTi  Lje  on 
bloodthirsty  wretrhes,  who  maintained  their  groimd  inch  I'V  iiu  li,  with 
a  valolur  worthy  ol  a  better  cause,  i  ht  ir  couiUenauces  h«  raiue  more 
and  mors  feroekms  as  they  feU  the  sharp  edges  of  our  sabres ;  and  as 
their  caaso  began  to  assume  an  aspect  of  hopelessness,  their  horrid 
yells  of  rage  and  disappointment  were  indy  diabolical. 

In  a  few  minuses  we  cut  down  lour  of  tlieni,  when  the  survivor-? 
thought  it  the  best  ptdiey  to  make  a  preripitate  retreat,  at  the  same 
time  turniug  back  in  their  saddles,  to  deliver  their  arrows  as  tlicy 
departed,  in  order  to  deter  pursuiu  They  roi^ht  have  dispensed  with 
this  ceremony,  however,  for  we  felt  no  disposition  to  fidlow  them,  being 
as  glad  to  raliid  of  them  as  they  could  bo  to  eseape  from  us.  A 
aunbtr  of  3iem  most  have  eaiti^d  away  some  mortal  gashes**  o» 
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their  iieads  and  shoulders,  whicht  having  no  corering,  presented  no  im- 
pedimcilt  to  the  full  operstion  of  onr  sharp  arguments. 

AAer  we  bad  rested  a  little  from  the  fHtigne  of  half  an  hour's  hard 

fighting,  we  proroeiletl  lo  mspecl  the  fieW  or')  !*'!^,  on  which  we  foimd 
seventeen  of  the  onoiny,  lying  in  the  sleep  ol  (Jeaili.  The  counte- 
nance of  the  cliiel  who  fcil  by  my  musket  still  wore  tlie  smile  of 
derision  caused  by  the  alTeeted  awkwardness  with  whieh  I  was  dis- 
mounting in  order  to  bring  my  oiusket  to  bear  at  his  heart.   On  our 

?art,  we  had  not  lost  a  man,  tliough  only  one  escaped  without  a  wound, 
"our  of  were  wounded  in  f(>vrral  places,  nnd  I  Icit  ron^K?('ral)le 
uneasinoss  on  tluit  account,  tnitil  my  companions  assincd  mc  that  the 
Indians  of  J^onora  y  8inaloa  were  ignorant  of  the  art  of  poisoning 
ariows;  and  I  afterward  diseorered  that  Humboldt  and  La  Perouse 
both  attest  to  the  same  fact. 

The  fratts  of  our  victory  were  eleven  fuie  horses,  a  dosen  bows, 
srvcrnl  v.-oodcn  spears,  the  points  of  \vhic]i  were  very  sharp,  and  had 
evidently  been  hardened  in  tlic  lir»%  aiul  anf»\vs  without  luimhrr.  ()ur 
loss  was  seven  men  wounded ;  three  horses  killed,  and  two  wounded : 
missing  none.  I  then  proposed  that  we  should  unite  in  returning  our 
acknowled^ents  to  the  great  Disposer  of  events,  who  had  given  us  the 
victory  agamst  such  a  great  disparity  of  force,  and  saved  us  from  sudden 
death,  or  a  horrible  captivity.  This  duty  hclnff  porformed,  wc  col- 
lecfrrl  our  spoils  and  our  game,  with  which  we  loaded  some  of  our 
led  liurscs,  and  soon  set  out  on  our  return  to  8l.  Diego,  at  which  place 
we  arrived  in  safety,  about  eight  o'clock  the  next  morning ;  much 
fatigued  (torn  f^hting,  travelling,  and  the  want  of  sleep  for  twenty- 
nine  hours. 

Our  adventure  with  the  Indians  soon  became  rumoured  about,  and 
the  whole  town  was  immrdintrly  in  a  ^-^'a'r  of  alnnn  Tlir  ^oo*!  pnr!r^ 
of  tlic  mission,  with  most  of  his  llock,  thronged  about  us,  oilenna  lUfif 
congralulalions  on  our  bafely,  and  tiie  old  priest  ai  tuaily  shed  tears  as 
he  audibly  returned  thanks  to  Heaven  for  onr  deliverance  from  stich 
imminent  danger.  My  companions  related  the  story  in  their  own 
way,  and  interlarded  it  with  so  many  unmerited  compliments  to  the 
conrago,  and  coolnes?,  and  calmness  of"  Senor  C'anitui  Morrell,"  as 
they  termed  me,  that  1  felt  quite  ashamed  of  ii — as  every  man  did  his 
duly  nobly,  and  not  one  of  tliem  was  the  leasl  deficient  in  those  quali- 
ties which  they  so  liberally  attributed  to  me.  Heaven  favoured  our 
cause,  or  skill  and  courage  woidd  have  been  totally  unavailable.  Yet 
stOl  I  feel  ii  a  duty  to  seize  every  occasion  to  recommend  coolness 
and  calmness  to  evcrv  one  who  mnv  be  placed  in  ?it'enps  of  danger, 
especially  where  Uic  conduct  of  others  will  depend  greatly  upon  his 
own. 

It  was  with  feelings  of  sincere  nflection  and  regret  that  I  took  leave 
of  the  friends  and  acquaintances  I  had  acquired  during  our  short  stay 
at  Sr.  Diego.  The  good  old  pndre  of  the  mission  gave  me  his 
blessing,  and  made  rae  promise  never  to  pass  the  port  without  slop- 
|Hng  for  repose  and  refreshment. 

April  2:U. — On  Saturday,  at  four  P.  M.,  wc  got  under  way,  and 
left  liie  iiurbuur  of  St.  Diego,  with  tiic  waid  from  west-north-west,  and 
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fair  wcalhrr,  our  port  of  destination  being  Monterey,  about  one  hundred 
leagues  farther  up  the  roast.  While  crossing  the  great  Bay  of  St. 
Barbara,  we  examined  many  islands  for  fur-seals,  but  M'ithout  much 
success.  We  saw  a  few  sea-clrpliants,  and  a  considerable  number  of 
sea-leopards,  which  were  very  wild. 

Among  the  islands  examined  by  us  in  the  bay  just  named  are  St. 
Clement,  St.  Catalina,  St.  Barbara,  St.  l?osa,  and  St.  Miguel.  The 
last-named  island  is  in  lat.  33=*  .'jS'  N.,  long.  1 19^  43'  W.  The  coast 
between  Cape  ('onception  and  Cenizas  Island  is  clear  of  dangers  half 
a  mile  from  the  shore  ;  and  there  is  a  goo<l  and  safe  passage  inside  of 
ihe  islands  which  lie  oft'  the  Bay  of  St.  Barbara,  and  good  anchorage 
round  most  of  them.  From  the  majority  of  these  islands  a  shoal  runs 
00*  to  some  distance  ;  but  every  danger  is  marked  by  the  kelp  or  rock- 
weed,  which  often  grows  to  twenty  fatlioms  in  length. 

To  the  north  of  Conception  Point  are  several  sunken  rocks,  lying 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  west  of  Point  Argucllo.  There  are 
also  rocks  and  breakers  lying  one  mile  off-shore  from  Point  Buchon ; 
but  the  shores  from  this  point,  all  the  way  to  Point  Pinos,  which  is  the 
south  point  of  Monterey  Bay,  are  bold  and  clear  from  dangers  one- 
fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  land: 

In  entering  the  Bay  of  Monterey  from  the  soiuh,  it  is  necessary  to 
give  the  western  part  of  Point  Pinos  a  good  berth  of  about  a  mile  and 
a  half;  as  there  are  several  stmken  rocks  lying  more  than  a  mile  from 
the  shore,  with  shallow  water  on  them.  After  brhiging  the  northern 
extremity  of  Point  Pinos  to  bear  south-soutii-cast,  you  may  haul  into 
the  bay  to  the  south-east,  and  from  that  to  soiuh-west,  and  anchor  in 
six  fathoms,  with  the  fort  on  the  west  side  of  the  bay  bearing  west- 
half-south,  distant  about  one  mile. 

May  bth. — Having  examined  the  coast  and  inlands  from  St.  Diego, 
to  the  north,  as  far  as  Point  Pinos,  in  lat.  .30^  30'  N.,  long.  121°  30' 
W.,  we  arrived  at  the  port  of  Monterey  on  Thursday,  the  5th  of  May, 
at  nine  A.  M.,  and  anchored  in  six  fathoms  of  water,  clay  bottom  ; 
the  flag-stafl'on  the  fort  at  the  west  side  of  the  bay  bearing  wcst-haif- 
south,  distant  one  mile. 

The  Bay  of  Monterey  is  formed  by  Point  Pinos  on  the  south,  and 
Point  New-year  on  the  north.  It  is  a  spacious,  sandy,  open  roadstead, 
about  tweniv  miles  across,  with  anchorage  near  the  shore  in  almost 
every  pan  of  it.  Although  it  is  exposed  to  a  heavy  swell  which  rolls 
in  from  the  westward,  no  accidents  have  ever  <)c<-urred  to  vessels 
properly  provided  with  cables  and  anchor."?.  The  landing  is  rough  at 
times,  but  not  dangennisly  so ;  and  the  best  anchorage  is  in  its  south 
anple,  south-cast  of  Point  Pinos,  dose  in  with  the  shore,  so  as  to 
enjoy  the  protection  of  that  point. 

'i'he  village  and  presidio  of  Monterey  are  situated  upon  a  plain, 
"which  is  terminated  by  a  range  of  wood-crowned  heights.  This  place 
was  plundered  and  burnt,  in  the  year  1819,  by  a  piratical  vessel  undei* 
the  Buenos  Ayrcan  flag,  the  crew  having  first  taken  possession  of  the 
fort,  and  destroyed  the  greater  part  of  its  guns.  The  town  is  about 
one  mile  from  the  landing ;  being,  as  is  usual  with  the  Califomian 
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missions  ^urrounileU  by  a  wall  of  ten  feet  iii  Iieight,  built  of  free>sU)oe« 
and  enclosing  about  two  huiidrcii  iuKisos.  There  are  also  ojie  elinreh 
and  a  luuinery.  The  re3iilcucc  of  the  sovcnkpr,  hia  excellency  D<Mi 
Miguel  Gonzalei},  iii  a  very  kaudsome  euUke. 

Tbe  inhabitanis  of  Moniefey  m  wjAumUr  to  those  of  St.  Diego* 
m,  aMeamice,  chmctor,  manners,  custOOOi  tad  iubits.  Tlie  dininte 
is  mild,  salubriou?^,  mid  hraliliy  ;  being  on  the  same  parallel  as  Nor- 
folk, Virginia,  and  never  eulder  ihnn  58^,  and  srlilom  warmtT  than  RT)-*. 
This  put  ui'  the  cwunuy  iii  well  wuuikd,  and  iha  suil  U  vwh  and  i> 
liie.  8onie  of  the  plaiuatioas  would  eclipse  our  finest  saxdeus — pro- 
dttOBg  all  iuMli  of  grtb,  yegetables,  gaiden  heifae,  eod  ft  variety  of 
frwta  flwmnii  lo  tlie  IJuiicd  States.  This  is  s  fine  plaee  for  whafiog- 
ahips  to  toiirh  at  for  refrt  shmpnt;^,  uhich  m:iy  be  hud  in  great  abuu> 
dance,  including  cattle,  horp,  deer,  liogs,  poultry,  vegetables,  fruilss* 
A,c.  i  all  of  which  may  Uv.  j)urehased  here  ni  vciy  reasonable  prices. 

Thb  coast  ha«  been  famous  for  its  abundant  suppUes  of  hillcs  and 
tMlnr;  hm  ilie  sneseas  of  this  trade  drew  such  aamken  into  it  Ibr 
Ifte  Ims  ten  or  nftoeii  fsacs,  that  the  cattle  and  horses  are  becoming 
scarce,  and  their  priees  too  higli  to  render  i'.  a  business  worili  follow- 
ing any  longer  by  vessels  from  llic  United  Slates.  I'revious  to  the 
revolution  m  Mexico,  and  before  a  republican  llag  had  ever  floated 
over  the  presidios*  and  fiarts  of  CaUCbnus,  the  govcrmncnt  of  Old 
Sftm  fflsirred  to  itself  the  ezeliiewa  eiwiiBerce  ot  its  hides  and  pel- 
tries, from  which  they  collected  an  iMflMMte  revenue. 

Tlic  mission  of  S an  Carlos  de  Monterey  lies  about  a  league  to  the 
southward  of  the  presidio  ;  it  is  a  small  esiablishment,  eoniaiubig  two 
hundred  and  sixty  Indians.  It  stands  ni  a  pleasnni  valley,  near  the 
river  St.  Cannelo,  a  small  stream  that  runs  into  a  rocky  bay,  bouih  of 
FoMt  PlaM.  The  rasd  firom  the  port  to  this  plaee  is  tndy  deUgbtful, 
toadlag  thisti.  h  mral  aeeoeiy  of  the  most  (kTessing  and  pictiuresqoe 
appearance.  Here  are  fine  p-isture  lands,  iittajrapened  wilh  ptne*  oak, 
and  birch  trees,  wiih  very  litil'^  underwood. 

About  ten  miles  to  the  eaht-soutii-ca2»t  of  Monterey  iii  the  lui^bion  of 
8t.  Antonio  de  Padua.  This  place  is  built  in  a  circular  form,  having 
As  appeatraace  of  nilitaiy  bameks»  with  a  ehureh  in  the  centre. 
There  are  now  about  fifteen  hundred  Indians  in  tliis mission,  governed 
by  two  friars  and  four  monks,  who  keep  the  Indians  at  work  in  culti- 
vating \ho  fjrounil  and  rearing  cattle.  All  that  their  labour  produces 
over  and  above  the  siij>[)i)rt  of  the  establi.'ihmeni,  is  sold  at  Munterpy 
by  ilie  friars,  and  the  proceeds  laid  out  in  dotliing,  agricultural  iuiple- 
witi,  and  ether  aaeessaries,  <hr  the  good  of  the  nussku),  and  the  tin* 
peeveBient  of  the  Indians.  The  latter  are  very  industrious  in  their 
labours,  and  obedient  to  tlieir  teachew  and  director  to  wliom  they 
look  up  as  to  a  father  and  protector,  and  who  in  return  discharge 
their  duty  towiirds  these  poor  Indians  with  a  great  deal  of  feeling  and 
humanity.  They  are  generally  well  clothed  and  fed,  have  houses  of 
dMir  evn,  aad  are  mwle  as  eoadortable  as  they  wish  to  be.  The 
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every  attention  is  paid  to  their  wants. 

We  found  lying  in  the  port  of  Monterey  tlie  Spanish  ship  Asia,  of 
sixty-four  guiis,  wliich  liad  sailed  iVoin  the  coast  ol  Pcru  in  the  month 
of  December,  I6ti,  buimd  to  Old  i^puui,  by  the  way  of  Manilla.  The 
Asia  was  employed  to  oonvev  home  as  paseengers  the  cx-viceroy  of 
Pen  and  anile,  nnny  Wpaniah  merchants,  and  a  few  iroopa,  lelmnii^ 
according  to  the  terms  of  capHoIation  after  the  battle  of  Ayacucbo, 
which  seeiirrf]  the  independence  of  Pent.  After  passing  the  iSrjruiwich 
Islands,  iu  hi  r  course  to  Manilla,  n  purt  of  thr  ollicerR  and  crew  rose 
on  the  others  and  took  the  bhip,  wiUi  a  deicrmiuuuon  to  turn  back  and 
fire  her  up  to  the  Merioans.  Having  thus  obtained  eharge  of  the 
vesseU  the  mntioeers  navigated  her  to  the  island  of  Guam,  dttaf  ef  the 
Ladrones,  where  they  landed  the  viceroy  and  suite,  all  the  merchaala, 
and  a  good  part  of  thfir  property.  They  then  steered  to  the  north 
until  they  took  the  fresh  westerly  wind,  when  they  ran  to  tlie  eai,tward 
i'or  the  port  gi  Muuierey,  wliere  lixey  arrived  on  Sunday,  the  ist  day 
nf  Mar,  km  days  bafiwe  the  Tartar.  I  aAerwaid  leaivad  that  thagr 
left  Alonterey  after  taking  on  board  Uie  necessary  pimlniona.  and 
eaiied  for  Acapulco,  a  port  of  Mexico,  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  al  which 
|ia<*c  they  gave  themselves  up  to  the  Mexican  government. 

Mat/  1th. — My  object  in  louchuig  at  Monterey  was  to  obtain  in- 
ibrmaikiu  oi^  lite  coaiit  to  tlie  north ;  but  I  soon  discovered  that  the 
inhiJatanta  hen  knew  neihiiv  ef  the  Mbject,  either  wvth  dr  aanlh:  I 
theielbre  kft  the»  aa  wJae  as  I  caaw.  On  Saiiiida|r,  lha  7lh  of  May, 
we  got  under  way.,  nnd  rontiiined  examining  the  coast  to  the  north  and 
west,  wiih  the  wind  irom  west4MMth-west  to  Dorth-by-«aat|  and  iak 
weather. 

Mum  lUiL— On  Wedo^ay,  the  1  Jth»  we  airived  at  the  Farallone 
lalandi8,itt]aL87«4rNMlong.  m'^sr  W.  Theae  an  aothii^  btt 

a  cluster  of  rocky  islands,  destitute  of  v^tathni.  The  northemmoaW 
which  is  the  !ar«_'esf.  is  about  two  miles  in  circumference,  of  an  oblong 
shape,  Ciist-iiorih  east  and  west-soiith-west.  Ou  each  end  is  a 
hill,  rising  uboiu  three  hundred  feet,  and  declining  to  a  valley  m  the 
centre  of  the  island,  forming  Uie  appearance,  when  viewed  from  the 
iKwthor  south,  of  a  aaddle.  Many  years  ago  this  plaee  waa  the  laaart 
of  numerous  fur>sealt  but  the  Russians  have  made  aneh  havoc  anw^f 
them  that  tlicre  is  scarcely  a  breed  left. 

On  this  barren  rock  we  found  a  Rus:iian  ianidy,  and  iweniy-thrcc 
Codiack»,  oi  north- wt^i  Indians,  with  their  bark  canoes.  '1  hey  vvere 
employed  in  taking  aea-leopaide,  aea-borsea,  and  aea^ephanli,  far 
their  akhis*  oil«  ami  teh ;  the  latter  being  jedked  Ibr  the  Russian 
market,  on  the  nortli-west  coast.  At  the  time  of  oiu*  visit  they  had 
about  fifiy  tons  of  this  beef  cured,  and  were  then  expecting  the  arrival 
of  a  Ku^-siau  vessel  to  take  off  the  beef,  and  leave  them  a  supply  of 
fretih  water,  there  being  iioue  on  the  itiland. 

Thia  island  la  of  voleanie  origin ;  moat  of  the  roefca  have  evidaMlgr 
been  once  in  a  state  of  fusion,  and  the  lowland  is  coveted  with  pumice^ 
atone.  Aipatic  birds,  in  oansida^e  vnieiir,  wtm,  hithar  iv  thi 
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i&iat  as  they  are  deposited. 

May  I2th. — After  carefully  examining  ihi.s  isl  tti  !,  withoiu  liudiiig  a 
single  fur-seal,  we  bore  away  lor  Port  fcJi.  i  raucisco,  where  we  ar- 
med OQ  die  1 of  May ;  and  at  sis,  P.  M.,  came  to  aachor  on  the 
Modi-WMt  side  of  the  bay,  in  Ibiir  fatlionis  of  water,  with  the  mitaioa 
of  St.  Glera  bearing  south.u  est,  nnd  the  nearest  land  to  the  westwaid 
distant  one-fourth  of  a  mile  fmm  the  vessel. 

This  magnificent  harbour,  the  eiurain  c  U)  w  liich  lies  iu  lat.  37®  4S' 
Nm  long.  122^  16'  W.,  pOiisesscs  almost  ail  ihc  requisites  lor  a  great 
naval  e&tablis»!uiienl,  and  is  better  calculated  fur  6uch  a  depot  than  any 
Other  port  between  the  island  of  Chiloe,  on  the  south  eoast  of  Chili* 
and  WB  ColiunbiB  River,  on  the  coast  of  onr  Oregon  ;  rritory.  It  is 
easy  of  access,  the  entrance  being  about  two  miles  wide,  beiwren  two 
blntf  points;  and  there  sufficient  water  for  a  line-cf-bHt'lf  sliip, 
within  a  cable's  length  of  the  shore,  untd  she  is  six  miles  wiihiit  tite 
bay,  where  a  flat  nuts  off  from  the  south  shore,  about  one  himdred 
fiidioms. 

Afler  steering  in  east  for  eidn  miles,  yon  will  come  to  a  low  point 

of  land,  on  the  south  si(!o  of  the  b;.y,  to  which  a  f^ood  bciih  must  be 
■given,  say  hnlf  a  niilc.  Il;iving  passed  this  point,  the  south  arm  of 
the  bay  opens  to  view,  extending  soutli  a  few  de^rrees  easterly,  for 
more  than  twenty  miles.  At  the  head  of  this  is  a  ri\  er  which  extends 
ftr  into  tho  country.  'Fhis  soochera  arm  is  aboat  five  miles  wide  for 
n  considerable  distance  to  the  sooth,  with  a  moderate  depth  of  waten 
Tar}-ing  from  twenty  to  five  fathoms ;  tlms  affording  a  water  communi- 
cation between  tlie  mi^?5ions  of  San  Jose,  Santn  CMan!,  ami  tlif^  presidio. 
The  beat  anchorage  is  on  the  west  feidc  of  i!ic  bay,  in  lit>in  ten  to  four 
fatlu>ms,  near  the  shore,  and  nearly  abreast  of  the  mission,  which  is  in 
lUl  view,  about  two  miles  firom  the  shore  of  the  bay,  and  five  miles 
within  the  entrance  of  the  port. 

•  'J'here  is  also  nnotlier  arm  of  the  bay,  which  extends  to  the  north 
and  north-east  about  twentv-fivc  miles,  where  it  becomes  contrarteil  to 
a  strait,  eomnuuiicating  with  a  ha^in  more  than  ten  miles  in  width. 
Tliis  basin  has  a  water  comnmnicaiion  on  liie  north-west  side  with 
the  new  mission  of  San  Francisco  Solano.  This  northern  arm  of  the 
bay  is  sprinkled  with  a  number  of  small  green  islands,  between  which 
there  are  good  passages  for  ships  of  any  size,  for  about  fifteen  mUes 
to  the  north,  ajid  ^ood  anchorage  all  owr  the  bay,  in  from  twenty  to 
five  fathoniii  of  water,  mud  and  clay  boitoin. 

•  Three  rivers  empty  their  waters  into  this  arm  of  >>i.  Francisco  Bay ; 
one  of  which,  called  El  Sacramento,  has  its  rise  among  the  Rocky 
Mountams  near  the  sources  of  the  (Columbia,  Colorada,  Rio  del  Norte, 
Arkansas,  and  La  Platte.  Tlius  the  water  on  which  the  Tartar  now 
reposed  was  partly  supplied  from  the  monntain  '-prings  of  our  native 
countr}*.  Any  thouglit  like  thi--,  however  trifluig  m  itself,  is  inieresi- 
ing  to  those  who  are  far  irom  home.  Any  thing  that  remiuds  one  of  his 
native  land  is  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  wanderer. 

.Th«  bay  of  Stt  Fraoeiseo^  eonneeted  with  the  sunminding  8ceiiery« 
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is  the  most  ddqihtral  place  1  have  ever  seen  on  the  western  coast  oS 
Ameriea.   It  pnMnts  a  bvoad  sheet  of  waleft  of  snffideiit  eztenl 
float  all  the  British  navy  without  crowding;  the  civelmg  grassy  abons^ 

kidentpd  v^nh  ronvpnient  roves,  and  the  whole  surrounded  by  a  ver- 
dant bluoiiuiiL^  country,  plcasuigly  diversiried  with  cultured  fields  and 
■waving  Jbresis  ;  meadows  clothed  with  the  richest  verdure  in  tlie  gift 
of  bounteous  May ;  poatares  covered  with  gi  izuig  herds ;  hill  and  d^e, 
moumain  and  vafiey«  noble  rivers,  and  gurgling  brooks*  Man,  enlight- 
ened, civilised  man,  alone  is  wanting  to  complr  tr  the  picture,  and  give 
a  soul,  a  divinity  to  the  whole.  Wore  thrsp  lieauiiful  rcfrions,  wliich 
have  been  so  much  hbelled,  and  are  luiie  known,  the  property  ot 
ilie  United  iStates,  our  government  would  never  permit  ihem  to  rcmaiu 
thus  neglected.  The  eastern  and  middle  states  would  pour  out  their 
thoQsaiSis  of  emigrants,  nntal  magntfieent  cities  would  rise  on  the  shores 
of  every  inlet  along  the  coast  of  New  California,  while  the  wildcmesn 
of  the  interior  would  fif'  made  to  blossom  likr  rhero^e. 

The  soil  of  tlie  surrounding  country  is  vtiy  in  h,  deep,  anU  kniio, 
and  much  of  it  is  thickly  clothed  with  as  line  ahip-tiniher  as  grows  in 
the  United  States,  and  generally  of  the  same  kinds.  Pine,  spruce,  and 
ted  cedar  are  found  in  abundance,  and  of  a  siie  suflhnent  for  maste 
of  the  largest  ships*  At  some  distance  in  the  interior  are  exlensiv« 
plains,  luxuriantly  povrrcd  with  clover  and  various  kinds  of  grasses,  on 
wliirh  ilmu'^rLncIs  ot  wiid  cattle  and  horsr s  rjrazr  tmmolested.  Many 
anmiaU  thai  produce  fur  are  fotmd  on  the  banks  uf  the  rivers,  and  a 
great  variety  of  lish  resort  to  the  bay  in  the  .spawning  season* ' 

During  die  summer  season  the  wmd  generally  Uows,  in  the  da]fi> 
time,  from  northHKurth-va  >t  (i>  west  in  die  bay ;  but  never  verystiong. 
During  the  winter  months  it  blows  in  tlie  daytime  from  south-west  to  - 
south-south-east ;  but  at  night,  within  the  bay,  it  is  calm  uiuetcen- 
tweniieths  of  the  year. 

The  town  of  St.  Francisco  stands  on  a  labic-land,  elevated  about 
three  hundred  and  fifty  feet  above  the  sea,  on  a  pemnsiila  five  miles  ia 
width,  on  the  south  side  of  the  entrance  to  the  bav,  about  two  miles  to 
the  eastward  of  tlie  outer  entrance,  and  one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  tlie 
shore.  It  is  l)uili  in  the  same  manner  as  Monterey,  but  much  smaller* 
romprising  only  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  houses  and  a  church, 
with  perhaps  dve  iiuudrcd  iidiabiunLs.  Tlie  fort  atands>  on  a  promun- 
tory,  on  the  south  side  of  the  entrance,  and  mounts  ten  guns,  which 
would  be  sufficient  to  oommand  the  passage,  were  the  works  kept  ia 
any  kind  of  order. 

1  he  mhabiiants  of  tins  place  arc  principally  Mexicans  and  Span- 
iards, who  are  very  indolent,  and  con'^eqiienily  very  fdlhy.  They  cul- 
tivate barely  suHicient  land  to  support  nature ;  consequently  nothing 
emi  he  obtained  here  by  way  of  refireshmenta  for  ships ;  but  at  tho- 
MiiiMBii  of  St.  Clara,  of  which  I  ahall  speak  presentiv,  ten  ships  at  a 
time  may  be  abundantly  supplied  widi  every  thing  they  require,  at  a 
very  low  pri*-e.  The  trible-hmd  before  mentioned  would  produce 
abundantly  wuh  proper  culiivauoii ;  but  its  surface  is  scarcely  ever 
disturbed  by  plough  or  spade,  and  the  garrisoa  depends  entirelv  upoa 
the  mission  for  aU  its  supplies.   Suflicient  wheat  and  vegetables  S» 
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Ab  troops  might  easily  be  derived  from  this  soil  if  tilt  ptOfUi  mmm 
were  duly  :ippltrd,     timr  whole  ■iliiwy  fiRce  <lMt  Ml  atOMd  mm 

hundred,  includinj,^  otiicers. 

The  mission  oi'  St.  Ciara  is  situated  on  a  delighUul  piaui,  tiurroimded 
hf  betneUul  grovee  «f  oak,  ind  other  h«d  wood  of  a  dHraUo  Miare, 
OM  of  iiliiofa  k  nMieh  like  Ugmmrita*.  This  wksion,  vrkidi  ww 
Hwmlod  in  1777,  o<mtaiRS  about  twelve  hutidred  native  ludians,  and  m 
p^vemed  in  the  snme  humane  manurr  ns-  that  of  St.  Antonio,  brrorf? 
mentioned.  No  person  of  an  unprejinliv  (h1  mind  rould  witm  -s  the 
labours  of  these  Catliolic  missioaaricii,  and  conteutpiaie  tiie  iiappy  re* 
•ttlti  of  their  philamkropie  eseiikMn,  without  oonTtsfluig  lJut  Ikoy  «• 
■Bweatied  m  well-doing.  The  fim  oT  theoo  sioipio-lieottod,  baMro» 
lent  men  are  solely  devoted  to  the  temporal  and  (as  they  think)  eternal 
welfiu*e  of  n  rnre  of  sa^  aijos,  ppparently  abnndonffl  hv  Providencf*  to 
the  lowesl  s!ati^'  ol  hunuiu  d(^ii)  adation .  Surely  such  dismtcrcsied  be- 
ings, whatever  may  be  liieir  errors  oi  (^>iaian,  will  meet  a  rich  reward 


These  converted  Mnns  have  a  toty  ■■iifi»  ooiMO*  iMidlyv  aid 

good-natured  demeanour.  Tlieir  feattire.*;  arc  liandsome  and  well-pnK 
portk)iK»d ;  their  countenances  are  cheerful  and  intcrpstiii)? :  and  they 
are  generally  a  very  industrious,  ingenious,  and  cleunlv  pmple.  The 
sms  of  iymg  and  stealing  are  helil  by  iliem  iti  tUe  uimosi  abbarrence, 
cad  they  kioki^  than  as  two  of  tiie  moot  factaoM  tumm  of  wtjah 
m  OMO  can  be  goilqr,  murder  aUne  cicccptod.  Tljcy  evince  the  moot 
tender  affection  for  their  wives  and  childreB»  wUdl  ie  itaiiaailjr  10" 
ciprorntpd  hy  fhe  females  and  their  ofr<pnn«. 

Mai/  \lLh. — On  Monday,  the  seventn mii  of  May.  at  one.  W  M.,  we 
again  got  underway,  and  put  to  sea,  aud  cuiitiuued  exammu^  the  coast 
to  4»  Boitfi*wost,  lakiof  lAraanige  of  the  land  and  m  kreaaei  at 
much  as  possible. 

May^Oth. — On  Friday,  the  twentieth,  we  arrived  at  Cape  Blanco, 
»itiiat#»d  in  Intitfidc  42^  49'  N.,  loner.  124''  13'  W.  Bciwern  Uiis  cape 
and  that  of  Mendocino,  winch  is  m  latitude  4^^  17'  N.,  long.  123°  12' 
W.,  there  are  many  small  inlands  and  rocks,  some  of  wluch  lie  liu^e 
■■lea  Ima  the  malD.  OataMidHriaorkeya  lei^eeted  tofiaifti^ 
•eals ;  whereas  I  found  dwfll  all  minaed  wilh  Russians,  staadhig  ready 
with  their  riflaa  lo  ilioot  oreiy  oeal  or  aaa-eiier  ^  ahoiMd  }m  kmd 
above  water. 

This  part  of  the  coast  is  very  dangerous  to  approach  in  the  nigiit, 
there  being  many  sunken  rocks  lying  frotu  tiro  to  three  miles  oflP«hore. 
OiVa  Maiieov  befag  itea  tiky  nabs  aorih  of  tiM  Mhob  Ibo  filiieh 
jepatatestheWeaieaaiiDMOwieM  fioaithpee  of  tlieUniled  BlaioithO" 

lon^  of  conrac  to  our  own  country,  being  a  point  of  the  Qiogoa  teili> 

fory.  Between  ihh  oape  and  the  tnoTith  of  Columbia  River,  a  distance 
of  seventy  lea^vies,  the  coast,  I  believe,  hah  never  been  closelv  ex- 
amined, ami  oi  course  1  cannot  pretend  to  gi?e  any  descnpttou  o4  it. 
The  Umimm  awihoao  eoicawi^  of  haatiag  andoyen  of  fomuM  eetiit 
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ipii  Mtinln  of  the  destroyvr  4»f  Fsbiidl 

May  22d. — Perceiving  very  little  prospect  of  taking  lor^eals  on  wmf 
put  of  the  coast  whir^fi  the  Russians  have  monopolized,  without  pur- 
chasing them  ol  the  iiiiriiders,  wc  sqtiared  away,  and  ran  before  the 
wind  to  the  southward.  Tliiti  was  on  Saturday,  the  twenty-second  <^ 
Maf.  We  wmitininH  ■ttadiiig  » the  ■oorti  wm,  wkh  frwh  wiaJi  fawi 
waMnrdhWMt  to  nortlHiortb-weat,  aad  lUrfiMdier,  untailMtluMieth 
day  of  May ;  when,  at  five,  A.  M.,  we  were  close  in  with  the  west  end 
of  t!ie  island  of  Socorro,  the  aouth  point  of  whkh  is  in  laliliide  18" 
Nm  long.  110^  9'  W. 

jbfoy  ^Qtk. — ^This  ibiand  lies  about  ninety  leagues  due  south  from  Cape 
8t  Lneas,  the  ntek  •Mdwn  imtntnUj  ^  dM  f&BmmH  of  Old  Cafi- 
tmumt  and  a  littte  noiit  dian  thtf  disiiiMe  eoon^west  from  Cape  Oor* 
rientes  in  Mexico.  It  may  be  seen  at  the  distance  of  fourteen  leagues ; 
h  of  volcanie  origin,  tlioiigh  tolrrtibly  \\  ell  wooded  ;  and  is  found  to  be 
a  ronveniciu  blopping-plaee  lor  vet»seli>  waiUuig  water  or  fuel.  TTiese 
umcicji  mav  be  urocut  ed  in  a  small  bay  near  the  middle  of  tlie  south 
stfeefthoMiaH^  where  good  aMlKinigei8fiMMi»iiiaiodentewe«cher» 
in  from  twcsly-five  to  ten  fathoms  of  water,  md^  nad  rocky  bottom. 
Thediereo  aU  around  this  island  arc  clear  of  danger  two  cables*  length 
from  the  lan(f,  excepting  on  the  north  side,  where  there  are  small  islets 
lying  near  die  main  island  ;  and  abuui  one  mile  to  the  north  of  them 
there  is  a  sunken  rock,  on  wliich  tiie  sea  breaks  in  rough  weather.  * 

Ax  as,  A.  Al,  the  boots  wore  deapoteiied  to  emafaie  dM  ialaad  in 
leoreh  of  farieili ;  Kot  returned,  after  a  fiuifafid  imiMotioii,  withoat 
seeing  more  than  twenty  animals  of  that  species.  They  saw  about 
three  hundred  .sca-leopanI«»,  and  fifteen  liundred  liriir-seals.  A  variety 
of  $ea*birds  are  found  to  irequeut  tins  island,  and  a  few  small  land- 
birds  are  seen  amoitg  the  shrubbery. 

Jmie  M.— Oft  Snoday,  the  fifth  of  Jne,  wo  oteered  ftut  ilie  Sand- 
waeh  blaadB,  with  a  freeh  breeze  (torn  aonb-Midi-eaBt,  and  ftir 
weather,  whioli  eoniiPOBdj  with  little  iutoRiqitMin,  fer  wont  dian  n 
fortnight. 

Jujie  — ^On  Wednesdnv,  the  iwenty-seconil,  nf  lour,  A.  M.,  we 
saw  the  island  ol  i.>whyee,  bearmg  west-south- west,  distant  seven 
leagues.  At  eleven,  A.  M.,  we  eame  to  anchor  on  the  eoodi-weat  ride 
of  ilowoe,  abont  half  a  mBe  ofl-dwto^  in  oeven  ihlfaoms  of  water,  sand 
and  coral  bottom.  We  bad  MK  been  at  anchor  more  than  half  an  luMnv 
Ireforc  we  had  twenty  rnnoes  alongside,  with  hoi"--,  potatoes,  pnmp- 
Kiiis,  watenneions,  onjons,  pUntains,  bananas,  cocoaunts,  ana  hah, 
ior  sale. 

The  history  of  this  interesting  group  of  islands  is  so  familiar  to  every 
oaeof  lyiaadMu  thai  all  I  ootddsey  on  thesabjeet  would  neeeaasnlr 

bo  •  mere  repetbion  of  what  has  already  been  repeated  a  thousand 
times.  No  oUier  section  of  the  globe  has  been  visited  so  oftm,  or  de- 
scribed so  fully,  as  this  cluster  of  islands-;  for  they  have  been  touched 
at  by  almosi  <  verj'  navigator  that  lias  cit>sscd  the  Pacific  since  iheir 
Jirst  discover}'  by  Capuiu  Cook.  I  shall  therefimre  merely  describe 
Ulcir  luLBfiin.  oM,  mi  afpaaranee,  and  tefer  the  reader  for  IMier 
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^  partiailareioSlsvaiit's  Viaitto  the  SoiitiiBM  in  1839  and  lilt,  BtttV 

Polynesian  Kescarclies,  and  die  printed  jovnal  of  alaoMefViyVDjrig* 
which  has  hren  made  to  the  I^arific. 

The  reader  is  Aveii  aware  that  ihin  group  of  islands  was  among  ihe 
Uai  of  Cook.*!}  discoveries,  and  that  ht  was  ttstatnatedim  one  of  them 
bytiie  mtires.  It  was  nder  the  administratioii  of  cho  Earl  of  Sand- 
wich  that  this  great  narigator  prosecuted  his  discoveries  in  the  Pari  Be 
Ocean  ;  and  he  tlicrefore  named  these  islands  in  liononrof  tJial  noble- 
man. 'Die  proijp  comprises  eleven  islands,  exK  iniiiii^  in  laiiiiule  from 
18°  64'  to  22^  15  N.»  and  iu  longitude  from  154"  oU  to  160^  24'  W.  ' 
Th^y  are  called  by  the  natives  Owhyee,  MoweOt  RsaaU  MonMof* 
Toohoorawa,  WoamK),  AtooifOnecheeow,  Oreehoua,  Moratmni,  and 
Toc^ioora.  They  are  all  inhabited,  except  tlic^wo  last. 

Jf/nr  2^i!. — Owliyce,  which  wo  visiictl  on  the  twenty-lhird,  is  the 
lai  L'csi  and  most  eastern  of  tliese  islands,  its  length  from  north  ?o  south 
being  eiglity-four  miles,  and  its  breadth  bcveuty.  On  the  iionh  aide  is 
a  momtttiii  that  rises  in  three  peaks,  about  half  a  mile  high,  perpetually 
corared  with  anow,  and  may  bo  seen  at  the  diatance  of  foi^  leaguea. 
To  the  north  of  this  mountain  the  coast  consists  of  hij^h  an(!  abrupt 
cliffs,  down  which  full  many  bcnutirul  casciides  ;  aTn!  rhr  whole  country 
is  covered  with  cocoanut  and  bread-fruit  trees.  1  iie  ground  south  of 
the  three-peaked  motrntain  is  oorend  wlthdnden,  and  iu  many  places 
prasonts  black  streaks,  which  seem  to  indicate  the  cooiss  of  the  laTa« 
that  has  been  ejected  from  tlie  mountain,  and  flowed  in  streams  to  the 
shore.  The  projcctino;  Iieadland  is  composed  of  broken  and  craggy 
rocks,  piled  irregularly  ou  one  anotlii  r,  ntul  terminating  insliar^j  poiiiis. 
Amid  these  rtiins,  however,  are  many  patclies  of  rich  soil,  carefully 
laid  out  in  plantaUoos.  The  fields  an  enclosed  bv  stone  fences,  and 
nta  interspersed  with  groves  of  ooooanot-crees.  it  was  on  this  island 
ihat  Captain  Cook,  in  1779,  fell  a  victim  to  the  sndden  resentment  of 
ihc  natives,  with  wlioin  he  unfortunately  Jiad  a  dispute. 

Mowec  is  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  niiles  in  fir  u inference.  It  is 
^vided  by  a  low  isthmus  into  two  circular  pcumbuias,  tiie  eastern 
being  doable  the  sise  o(  the  western.  In  each  of  diese  peninsiilas 
there  is  a  mountain  rising  to  a  very  great  height,  which  may  be  seen 
at  the  distance  of  twenty  leagues.  There  are  no  soondings  on  ^ 
north  shores,  !)ut  the  country  presents  an  appearance  of  verdure  and 
fertility.  Near  tlio  west  point  of  the  snmlhT  peninsula  is  a  spacious 
bay,  with  a  sandy  beach,  shaded  by  cocoanut  trees.  The  country 
behind  has  truly  a  romantic  appearance,  the  hills  rising  iu  a  great 
variety  of  peaked  forms ;  their  Bteq»  aides,  and  the  deep  chasms  be- 
tween them,  being  covered  with  trees.  The  tnhsbitsnts  are  compoked 
at  sixty-five  thousand. 

June  26th, — On  Sunday,  the  26th,  we  visited  Wonliao,  wliicli  is 
seven  leagues  uorth-west  of  Morotoi.  From  the  appearance  of  the 
nortlueast  and  north-west  parts  of  this  island,  I  should  judge  ii  lo  be 
ihe  finest  one  of  the  ^up.  Morotoi  is  only  seven  miles  west  nprth 
west  of  Mowee,  and  its  principal  produce  is  yams ;  but  it  baa  little 
M  ood  On  the  south  and  west  sides  the  coast  is  indented  with  sevsfal 
iui}-8,  which  are  tolerably  well  sheltered  £rom  the  trade-winds. 
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Sum  29/^. — On  Tuesday,  tlie  28t!i,  wc  louclied  at  Atool,  which 
appears  to  be  well  wooded.  'J'o'v  irds  the  oortli  and  nonh-west,  the 
face  of  the  country  is  rugged  and  broken ;  but  to  the  south  it  ^  more 
eiea.  The  hills  rise  from  tlie  seaside  with  a  gentle  acclivity,  and  at  a 
little  dtstance  back  are  clothed  with  flourishing  timber. 

Jum  — On  tlie  following  day  wc  touched  at  the  ialaiid  of 
Onechccow,  which  is  five  le:rgups  w.-  si  of  Atooi.  Its  eastern  coast  is 
high,  rising  abruptly  from  iljc  sea ;  but  the  other  parts  consist  of  low 
ground,  except  a  round  bluflf  heud  on  the  south-east  point.  It  produces 
a  plenty  of  yama,  and  a  aweei  looi  called  tee*  Ii  oootaint  about  ten 
duNMand  tnhabitanls.  Three  leaguee  aooth-weat  of  Mowee  lies  Ta- 
hoorowa,  one  of  the  smallest  of  the  group.  It  is  destitute  of  wood, 
and  the  eoil  aeflae  to  be  aandy  and  banen. 


CHAPTER  m 

Bftil  from  flie  SandwlcTi  Islands — Northern  Polvncsia — Bird's  I  ^ind — Man-of- 
war  Rock — Lisiarijsky  Island — Cuution  to  Navigators — Pearl  and  Hermec 
IsImi^— Byen*8  Island — An  unknown  Island — Steer  towards  the  Continent— 
Clipperion*s  Rock — A  ^\'ild-goose  Chase  for  St.  Vincent  Isian*? — Arrive  at  the 
Gallupagos  Islands — Return  to  the  Cottsl  of  Peru — Bay  and  Town  of  Sechura 
— City  of  Piura — ^Direetions  for  entering  the  Port  of  Sechnra— Bay  and  Town  ' 
of  Pnyt;i  Port  of  St.  Prdro— Bay  and  Town  of  Ferrot— Natural  Productions 
— Cinchuna,  or  Peruvian  Bark — Animals*  dec — Arrive  at  the  Port  of  Chonlloe. 

Tbe  Sandwich  Islands  lie  vnihm  the  tropic  of  Cancer,  about  one- 
third  of  the  distance  from  the  western  ooast  of  Mexico,  towards  the 

eastpm  shores  of  ('liiiia.  Thcv  lie  in  aran£fe  from  south-east  to  north- 
"west,  Ovvhyce  (or,  accortlinti  to  the  scientific  Ellis,  Hawnii)  forming 
the  south-eastern  rxtrcnnly  of  the  group,  v  liich  is  riauiated  on  the 
north-west  by  >iihau  (Xeeheeheon)  and  Tauia  ( i  ooliuora),  the  latter 
being  merely  a  barren  lock,  uihabited  only  by  a  vaat  nmnber  of  aea* 
fvwL  The  other  minhabited  island  is  calletl  Morokini  (Morotinni),  a 
barren  rock  lyinp  between  Mowee  njul  Toolioorawa,  and  would  render 
the  navigation  of  the  f^tralt  c-xcr  cdingly  dangerous,  did  not  its  eie?atiQn 
above  the  water  render  it  visible  at  all  times. 

To  the  nortlwwest  of  the  group  which  bears  the  name  of  Uie  Sand- 
wich Islanda,**  are  a  nmnber  of  iminhabited  ialamb,  or  lodty  iaieta, 
v'hieli  a])])ear  to  be  a  continuation  of  the  same  chain,  neatly  to  the 
180^  of  luntn'tHdOf  and  30^  of  north  latitude.  These  are  called  by 
tlie  names  of  Bird*.s.  \pckrr,  Gardnf^r,  Allrn,  T.i'Hi«nsk%%  Btmker, 
Clarke"-*,  MiLssnehii'scUs,  <ICc.  As  it  was  my  iiuciitio)!  lu  examine 
some  of  iliese  lonely  ttpotSf  which  reared  their  rugged  iusads  above 
the  amfat^e  of  the  wildemoea  of  waleio,  1  made  bai  a  abort  alay  with 
the  friendly  islanders  of  tbe  Sandwieb  elntlar,  and  shaped  my  eonrao 
ior  Northern  Polynesia. 

Jum  ^k^-^6n  Thw»diy,the  ^<kh»wo  fot  ander  way,  and  aiegiad 
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t  north-west  coDi«e,«ilii  ft  fine  breeze  from  norih-n  ftil  ty  north*  On 

thf  followinp;  d  iv  xvc  passed  within  hnl!"  -i  milf*  of  Bmrs  I'-laiifJ,  and 
found  It  10  lie  Hi'lat.  23"*  8'  N..  loiii:.  IT.  1"  58'  W.  This  is  merely  a 
barren  rot-k  of  volcanic  origin,  alwui  two  hmulred  feel  above  ihe  water, 
which  is  bold  all  roond  it,  and  nrnneroos  M«-UrdB  find  »  TOtrMt  ftmong 
ili  ^ffii  •nd'  precipiees* 

Juttf  9d. — We  comimted  our  course  with  a  strong  breeae  fimn 
north-past-hy-cast,  and  on  Sonday,  the  '3(\  rlny  of  July,  nt  five  A.  M.» 
passed  within  half  a  mile  of  Man-of-war's  liock,  situ:iu d  in  lai.  23^ 
1'  N.,  long.  167*  3T  W.  This  is  also  the  rocky  suinniii  of  a  sub- 
mmae  moantini,  wMdi  mm  noee  tokaxic.  Tb«r«  ia  dt^  watw  all 
mnidl  it,  except  mi  the  eoMihwesc  tide,  wIma  there  ie  •  comI  nef 
extending  into  the  sea  abont  hidf  b  mSe.  This  rock  is  deetikrte  ef 
▼egetatron»  and  is  inhabited  hy  noihinir  but  sea-fowl  and  green  tortlee. 

July  6th. — Wo  roniiiiued  statuiiDLj:  to  tlie  westward,  with  fresh 
breezes  lh>m  north-casi,  keeping  two  uaeu  at  the  niasl-Ucad  day  and 
night,  until  Wedtoeedajr,  the  tfth,  when  we  landed  on  the  west  eide  of 
Liiianaky  Iihmd,  which  lies  in  lat  tW^"  SO*  N.,  long.  1799  U*  W.  It 
is  sometimes  called  Lassion*s  and  sometimes  Neavas*s  Island.  It  is 
but  little  elevntnd  above  the  surface  of  the  ocean,  and  cannot  be  seen 
from  the  luast-iiead  at  a  greater  distance  than  ten  miles.  It  is  only 
about  SIX  miles  in  oircuaifefeuce,  presenting  a  few  small  spots  of  vege- 
trteiif  eonelMiRg  of  oootm  give  end  n  hitle  efarabbeiy*  Tht  whole 
anrfiiee  of  this  ume  iatend  is  neail^f  covered  with  rookeries  of  diierait 
kinds  of  birds,  among  which  are  whale-biids,  wake-f^-killles,  msn- 
of-war  birds,  irnlls,  niid  tropic-birds.  On  the  shore**  we  fonnd  an 
abund  iiire  oi  sm-r  Irphants  and  greeil  (uitlea»  but  nowhere  on  the 
island  could  we  obtain  fresh  water. 

Oofnl  veeib  Mn  off  fioa  tfiii  Uaad  in  two  diyreoOoaa ;  md  as  aome 
femunenHjan  far  their  ow*  4ttgefe,  thef  fbiMi  a  eaifa  aaMshorage  be- 
tween them.  One  of  these  reefs  runs  from  the  north  ead  of  ihe  ialand 
to  the  north-west,  about  fottr  miles,  the  sea  breaking  on  it?^  m'eatber 
side.  The  aiher  rref  nms  ofl  Iroin  the  sonth-south-wf  st  part  of  tlie 
island,  in  a  south-west  direction,  about  seven  miles,  uoon  tlte  eastern 
side  of  wtddi  the  aea  breaks  all  the  year  lond.  Oa  theweat  eideof 
the  laiwd,  between  Aeae  two  reelb,  dboot  half  n  aile  fiom  die  efaonv 
there  is  a  aalb  aad  smooth  hiAoor  for  tkip^.  which  may  ride  at 
anchor  in  from  ten  to  four  fathoms  of  writer.  «?and  and  mrnl  botton*. 

'J'here  is  otie  worr!  of  caution  necessary  to  naviEiators,  m  sailni^ 
west  of  the  Sandwich  islamis,  between  the  jwirallels  o4  20^  and  60^  N. 
In  crossing  between  these  two  latitudes,  a  vessel  should  never  run  in 
diieh  woodier  t  aad  e««n  in  the  eloaioat  of  woothcr,  they  aboold  always 
have  one  or  two  men  at  the  mast-head,  day  and  night.  These  reefih 
which  are  all  formed  nf  roral.  mav  be  seen  from  the  inasl-head,  bv 
their  light  refleriin'j^  on  the  toj*  of  the  u  at(  i  .  d.iv  or  night,  double  the 
distance  that  they  can  be  seen  troiii  ilie  deck,  and  m  time  soffieient  to 
avoid  ifaem,  if  there  be  a  breeze  of  wind. 

-  Ao  aoather  laaaoa  ibr  keeping  a  tadieat  tea  iho  wan  heftd»  I 
woold  obaen'e,  that  in  running  free,  or  before  the  wiiid«  a  vooaal  it 
dw  haoh  Of  the  bvoahofab  the  fooMof  which  oooMt  he  teen 
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igom  the  deck  until  the  vessel  is  close  uu  board  ol'  iL  But  iraui  lUc 
mmi^imd  u>  man  en  Me  Iomi  lyvtr  tht  bMkm  at  a  rafidm 
dlMBM  lo  giv^  line  ewiM|h  to  tack  idiipt  or  luml  «A  Fiam  a  kng 

fxperienee  in  these  seas,  f  know  these  precautious  to  be  necessary ; 
and,  if  obsm*ed,  they  mar  prevent  ni.my  serious  oal  imtties.  Not 
only  is  it  necessary  to  «fnaril  ai^ainst  unknown  reels  and  iMlufids,  but 
also  against  islands  wliicU  have  been  visited,  and  are  errotieuusly  laid 
iowm  «■  tiift  cliaria ;  mmm  of  wfaiek  I  have  feand  to  be  oae  and  two 
defiaca  out  of  tlic  way  in  kngkodev  particularly  in  ihia  part  of  the 
Fs^fic.  The  lead  and  line  arc  of  vm  litile  use  in  these  seas,  as  the 
isbnds  and  reefs  are  neatly  idi  sttRoaoded  with  very  de^  water,  aloae 
to  the  breakers. 

Ju/y  8^ — From  Li«iaDsky  Island  we  stood  to  ihe  westward,  wiili 
a  stealf  nonlkeaat  tfado-wind  awl  pleaaaat  weather  Inr  two  daya» 
dar»ig  which  tiaae  we  saw  many  ■perm-whaiea  and  a  great  nnwher  of 
sea-bnds.    Da  Friday,  the  8th,  wc  landed  on  Pearl  and  Hermea 

Island  :  or,  more  pro[>f»r1v.  n  "roup  of  sandpits  and  coral  rrrfs,  so 
called  on  accoiinl  oi  two  Bntisii  vrlialc-sliips  Imvinw  been  lost  liere  ou 
ihe  same  night,  one  of  which  was  uuincd  ilie  I'earl,  and  die  uiher  the 
Henaea.  They  Mi  west  ashore  at  aeariy  the  saaw  tioM,  and  aiet 
their  faia  abaai  ten  miles  fimn  eaeh  other.  These  danywo  reefs  lie 
so  lotr,  and  to  near  the  surface  of  the  water,  that  the  wreck  of  tlie 
Ponrl  w-'fi  *pf>n  hv  \he  man  at  our  mast-head  before  lie  di^'ferned  the 
laiid,  vviiieh  caimot  be  seen  laore  ibau  six  or  ^vea  uuies  iroia  a 
ishtpV  Km. 

The  Pearl  and  Hcmea  were  eaat  awajr  Ott  the  eaal  aide  of  liui 
ialaad,  with  a  light  breeze  frooi  nerih-eiist,  aHeoded  with  rain.  Both 
veaacls  bilged  in  a  few  miirates  a(W  th^  atmek.  They  were  fortu- 
natf^lr  faroured  with  moderate  weather  for  several  days,  whieh  enabled 
lljem  10  e  nl!  their  water  and  provisions,  loirethcr  with  every  other 
artide  of  value,  as  well  as  a  part  of  tlieir  oil.  When  this  was  edected, 
ail  haada  art  to  work  in  hoikling  a  raael  tif  abaot  diirty  tons,  irom 
the  thnber  and  plaaka  of  the  two  wreeka,  wfaieh  tliey  completed  hi 
six  weeks  when  they  embarked  oa  beard  of  her  for  the  Saadwioli 
l«ilands.  where  tliev  arrived  in  safetv. 

Thf  '-iTiCit'oii  of  ih'}'^  island,  or  ratiier  of  the  southern  extremity  of 
the  red  winch  puis  otf  from  tlie  somh  end  of  it,  is  in  lal.  27^  31  N., 
long,  ne""  28'  W.  The  north-west  extremity  of  tlic  reef  which  puts 
oiT  fima  the  wmhem  kland  is  n  kt.  SS^'  22'  N.,ioKK.  irfMSt'  W. 
The  eastern  point  of  the  gmp  is  in  loag^  176"  M'Vf^ Tat.  27''  4 1  N. 
Fi-om  the  itoi  th  and  south  extreme  pomts  tliere  is  one  continualion  of 
small  islands,  r-overcd  wkh  nmd«  and  rooks  wlueh  appear  u»  have  beoi 
once  in  a  fluid  state. 

The  witfde  group  preseut«>  the  lonu  of  a  crescent,  the  concave  side 
of  whieh» fim^g  lo  the  noal anafliwoat.  eaatoeee  an  etteaeifo  ba|r« 
wit  good  enahocago  att  opser  h,  ia  fion  twenty-five  to  lour  lathoms 
of  water.  Here  I  mve  se«i  pea]iK>ysters  and  biuc^K  tit;  mcr ;  but  it 
i<»  diftnnilt  to  pTornrf  tl^em,  a'^  there  are  very  few  lyinw  in  «ihoai  water, 
and  perfiaps  not  very  piriity  at  tiie  ^rratr.^t  dt-pih.  There  i«  an 
•hondauce  of  fine  scaie-fish  in  tlus  bay,  ui  various  kuids.    1  he  sea* 
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eleplttot  aad  M»4eopard  resort  the  islands  in  the  summer  seamNi, 
in  larL'f  roo]ierie<?,  ami  the  former  are  porfertly  V.\me.  Great  numbers 
of  green  turtles  are  found  vn  ihr  s;(tul-lu';irhes,  where  they  come  to 
deposite  their  eggs.  The  hauk's-biii  turtle,  ulso,  sometimes  visits  this 
place,  bai  in  small  nambers. 

The  water  i»  very-  bold  ob  the  east  side  of  (his  group,  there  being 
a  jdepth  of  one  htiadred  fathoms  wtthin  three  timea  that  distance  from 
shore.  On  the  west  side,  howerer,  the  %x*ater  ruos  off  shnllow  for  a 
consiilerable  (hstance,  to  thirty-five  fathoms,  t'rom  tlirnrr  it  d(  rpins 
veiy  suddenly  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  fatlkoms ;  and  hall  a  mile 
Ihrther  ofl^hmre  no  aoimdings  are  to  he  loiind.  The  rookeriea  of  aea- 
fbwl  on  this  group  bear  no  comparison  to  thoae  on  LisianAhy  Island, 
owing,  perhaps,  to  the  island*8  bein|[  so  very  luunow;  not  one  of  them 
exceeding  a  hundred  fathoms  in  widtli,  from  east  to  west,  and  all  of 
them  are  destitute  of  vegciaiioii.  From  ihe  hivn  and  pumice-stone  to 
he  seen  here,  I  am  led  to  beiicvc  that  this  whole  group  has  been,  at 
aoae  distant  period,  one  tremeodoae  vokanon  Thera  ia  no  fieah 
wa(er4o  be  fiMmd  here ;  but  turtle  and  fish  can  be  had  m  ahoadanoet 
at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

July  — We  now  took  our  leave  of  fbis  dimeeron';  «Tonp,  and 
steered  to  the  westward,  a  lillle  northerly,  wiili  a  hue  breeze  from  north- 
east-by-north, the  w  eather  i>till  pleasant,  h  is  here  proper  to  remark, 
that  between  Peari  and  Hermes  and  tlm  Sandwich  Islands,  we  tried 
the  current  several  times,  and  uniformly  found  it  setting  about  we8t4)y- 
south,  from  three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  quarter  an  hour. 
After  fresh  trades  we  found  the  ourrcnt  stron«rest. 

Jnh/  l2/h. — We  crossed  the  iiicndian  of  180%  the  nr  pius  ultra  of 
longitude,  m  lut.  28'  :iO  north,  and  on  the  13lh  we  landed  on  Byers*s 
lalMid,  situated  in  lat.  98*  S2'  north,  kmg.  177°  4'  easu  This  island 
is  moderately  elevated,  and  has  some  biuihes  and  spots  of  vegetation. 
It  is  about  foinr  miles  in  circumference,  and  has  gooa  anchornge  on  the 
west-sottth-west  side,  with  fiAeen  fathoms  of  water,  sand  and  coral 
bottom.  There  are  no  dangers  around  this  island,  excepting  on  the 
south-east  side,  where  there  is  a  coral  reef,  running  to  ilie  southward 
about  two  miles.  Sea-birds,  green  turtles,  andaea-elephants  resoit  to 
this  island;  mid  a  plenty  of  ine  fish  nnybe  caught  with  hook  and 
lino  abont  its  shores.  Fresh  water  may  be  had  here  from  the  south* 
aouth-wrst  side  of  the  island,  which  is  of  vol ranic  origin. 

At  6,  P.  M.,  we  bore  up  and  stood  to  the  norlli-west ;  and  at  4,  A.  M., 
the  men  aloft  saw  breakers  ahead.  We  then  lacked  bliip,  and  stood 
to  the  south-east  one  hour,  when  we  agaiu  tacked,  and  t>tood  for  the 
leeH  Ax  A*  Ml.,  we  were  within  half  a  mOeof  the  breakers,  and  no 
land  in  sighu  We  bore  up,  and  passed  around  the  west  end  of  the 
reef,  which  was  distant  about  two  miles.  We  then  hauled  on  a  wind 
to  the  north,  \hc  water  bein>r  perfeetly  smooth  ;  a^d  after  nmnin?  along 
under  tlio  h  e  of  tl\e  reef  at  die  rate  of  sercn  miles  an  hour,  lor  two 
hours,  on  u  north-by-west  course,  wcsaw  die  land  from  the  inasi-head, 
bearing  north-west.  We  immediately  kept  off  for  it,  and  at  !•>  A.  Hn 
we  were  close  ia  with  aeaMU  low  island,  covered  with  aenlbwl,  and 
tiw  shores  of  which  were  lined  with  sea  elrphints.   Oifon  mnlat 
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were  found  here  in  great  abundance,  and  iuo  hawkVbill  turtles  were 
•    ma.   This  kland  preaento  all  the  uamil  indieatiom  of  volcame  origin. 

On  die  weat  side  of  this  island  there  is  a  rrcf  which  runsoA*  about 
ifteen  miles,  while  that  on  the  so»iih-pasi  side  extends  about  thirty 
milps,  in  the  direction  of  sotilh-sotifli-rasl.  These  reefs  nre  formed  of 
cor.il,  nnd  nfford  good  anchorage  on  the  south-west  side;  but  on  the 
east  side  the  w  ater  in  bold  close  to  the  reef.  The  island  is  low,  being 
nearly  lerel  widi  die  sarfaceof  the  sea,  and  about  foorniilet  in  eifetna* 
ference.    Its  centre  is  in  lat.  29°  57'  north,  long.  174*^  31'  east. 

Convinced  by  a  careful  examination  that  this  island  afforded  neither 
fnrs  tior  other  valuable  «rt!<*!e«?,  we  left  it  to  its  solitude,  and  steered  to 
tlic  north  on  a  Mind,  intending  to  get  into  the  westerly  variables,  and 
run  down  to  the  western  coast  of  America.  This  was  Thursday,  the 
Uthof  July  ;  and  on  the  Sunday  following,  being  in  lal.  84**  iraottht 
long*  172^  14'  east,  we  took  the  wind  from  nortlMKHtb-west  in  a  squal], 
and  immediately  tacked  ship,  and  stood  to  the  north-east.  On  Mon- 
day, the  18fb,  bpin?  in  h\t.  2'  north,  long.  174''22'  cast,  ^ve  took 
a  fine  brreze  from  north-west,  fair  weather.  Tlie  ^\  inJs  con- 
tinued iioin  west  to  nortli-Aortii-west  until  we  were  m  lat.  3:^^  15' 
north,  long.  129^  W  west. 

From  the  19th  of  July  we  continued  making  an  east  coiu*8e ;  and  on 
Saturday,  the  23d,  being  in  lat.  34^  17'  north,  long.  170°  42'  west,  we 
saw  about  two  thousand  sperm  whale  lying  feeding:  we  likewise  saw 
sperm  whale  on  tlie  two  loliowing  davs,  ia  shoals  of  from  fifty  to  a 
hundred.  On  the  27th,  beuiE  hi  lat.  34''  11'  north,  long.  156^  47'* 
west,  we  agahi  saw  sperm  iraale,  after  which  we  aanf  nothing  worth 
mentioning  until  Thursday,  the  4th  of  August,  when  we  once  more  fell 
in  with  a  large  school  of  sperm  whale  in  lat.  32°  15'  north,  long.  128® 
30'  west.  ^Vc  now  took  the  wind  from  the  north,  with  fair  weather, 
and  steered  to  rljc  >oiifh-f^ast  for  (  lijiperton's  Rock.  In  lal.  27°  0' 
north,  we  took  the  wuid  trom  north-east,  which  continued  until  tiie  17th 
of  Angnat. 

Atig»  17lA* — We  arritredatClipperton'slloek,  and  al  4,  P.  M.,  came 
to  anoior  on  the  soath-south-wcst  aide  of  the  island,  in  eight  lathoma 

of  water,  sandy  bottom,  about  one-fourtli  of  a  mile  off-shore. 

This  island  is  situated  in  lat.  10'^  15'  north,  long.  1U9  28  west,  and 
exhibits  unequivocal  proofs  ol  M  iranic  origin.  It  is  low  all  around 
near  the  water,  but  a  high  rock  ri.^ca  in  the  centre,  which  may  be  seen 
atthedistaneoof  six  leagues.  It  produces  a  little  ahrubbery  and  oome 
coarse  grass,  among  which  I  think  fieah  water  might  be  found  by  dig- 
gin^f.  The  whole  island  is  literally  coTcred  with  sea-burds,  such  as 
^ulls,  whale-birds,  gannets.  and  the  booby.  There  are  also  a  few  small 
land-birds,  which  were  probably  blown  from  the  American  coast  during 
the  hurricane  months.  Fur-seal  and  sea-elephant  resort  here  iii 
snail  unmbeiB  in  the  proper  seaaona,  and  peentortle  eeine  hither  lo 
deposite  their  eggs.  Among  the  fow  vegetable  productk>n8  of  this 
island  we  fonml  a  plant  resembling  sampviUat  wnieb  badly  poiaonod 
aereral  of  fhe  erew  whohnndled  it. 

Afipr  t liking  wliat  few  fur-seal  eould  be  found  about  the  island,  we 

*  In  this  BQiiiwi  tt»  toiwiiinwn  «f  Cft  i>w,sa  Uw  mt/ttm  wsanrnttf  if  AiHcs,  mu 
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got  under  wav,  and  sailrd  for  the  Oallapajros  Tslantl*;,  on  Our  wny  to 
which  wp  !iad  aiioilier  wihl^^roosp  chase  Ibr  land  lh;tt  docs  not  exist.  I 
allude  to  two  inlands,  which  were  said  to  have  been  seen  by  Captain 
AmoBO  MartiniiB,  of  the  ship  Sl  ViDoeat,  wlule  sailing  from  Pauama 
to  Mmm»  TImm  whudB  vm  said  to  be  m  lat.  7^  SI'  noith,  and 
loog.  ]S7^  4'  west,  lying  north  and  south,  with  a  boat-dnBBeL  botwom 
them  ;  moderately  elevated,  v.  ell  ^vooded,  abounding  with  cocoamits,  and 
t'overed  with  fur-srals.  They  wrre  iilso  s-i'u]  to  be  aKom  Iwpnty  miles 
in  circumference,  wuh  several  small  islands  lyiug  oil  tlieir  west  end?» 
fors^g  good  huboon  betwoea  them  and  the  main  islands,  i  hey 
warerep^tadtokavaboMidiaeoferadonaie  17tliorApril»  1780,  awl 
that  thft  fiMeal,  wilbwblefa  they  were  liieratty  fiiled»  were  so  tame 
tliol  they  wonld  not  movf'  out  of  the  wmy  of  iho  CMW  wbobad  laadad 
to  procure  cocoanuts  and  bread-fruit. 

This  inibrmation  I  oblamed  from  the  priest  of  the  mis&ion  of  Rosa- 
rio,  while  I  was  lying  in  the  bay  of  Sl  Francis,  in  Old  Cahlornia,  in 
the  aMJBih  of  Apnl  pracediig.  Tbm  rewmd  pedie  was  dMipIaia  on 
boanl  of  the  di^Sl.  Vineeaft  ai  die  time  of  the  discovery,  and  he  told 
me  that  he  was  on  shore  overy  dny  tliat  the  ^htp  Inv  nt  rlie  islands. 
The  iioiy  father  permit cd  mv  to  (  ojjy  these  parijciihirs  rroinliis  own  pri- 
vate journal,  whieh  states  tliat  they  arrived  aiihe  vS>uid\M<  )i  Isiamis  on 
ISdi  of  MHff  1799,  Hbb  aUOWttd  tei  a  pas^a^e  of  thirteen 
daflpa  hma  ihm  m&w  diaqpTered  kiaoda,  which  aaight  eoaiiy  be  the  eaae> 
lie  annuseript  from  wfaich  I  copied  these  alleged  &eis  had  (he  ap- 
pearance of  luving  been  M  ritten  forty  or  fifty  years  ;  nnd  Father  St. 
Clara  ivssured  me  thai  I  wns  ihe  lii  st  niau  he  had  fallen  m  with  in  searoli 
of  far-seals ;  and  that  he  was  very  happy  to  have  it  in  his  power  lo 
give  me  this  information,  which  he  was  positive  woidd  be  the  means 
of  wakiBg  BM  a  pioilable  voyage. 

I  waa  finrtfaer  informed,  that  at  the  lioM  tltt  abtp  St.  Vineoit  left 
these  new-discovered  islands,  which  waa  twelve  days  after  her  arriv:il 
thrrc,  a  tremendous  volcano  wnsblazintj  in  tlie  centre  of  ctith  of  ttic 
large  ii»laads ;  and  tliat  three  of  the  smaU  ones,  which  lay  near  iliein 
on  the  west»  were  also  vomiting  smoke  from  their  cemres.  They  took 
away  with  tboBi  ive  thocmad  oacoa—u,  two  haodred  and  fifty  bvead- 
fruits,  four  Iraodred  laod  lenapina,  and  twany-6ve  green  turtle. 

Relying  on  the  correctness  of  the  foregoing  information  I  resolved 
to  take  nn  earlv  opporttmifv  of  seekmgfor  the^ie  inlands  t  ^iml  such  an 
opportumiy  occurred  during  oar  passage  from  Clippntoirs  Hock  to 
the  Gallapagos  Isluids.  We  acctmliagly  steered  for  tlie  paraiiel  of  lat> 
ilarie  alalad  hi  ttiuB  jradre*s  journal,  two  degreea  eaat  of  Ab  meridian 
ih«o  BBfBiliBBd.  We  oootioMd  thia  eowse,  whh  a  fine  bnaae  fiooi 
nonh-aonhMi  to  iiorth  eaat  by  eoai,  whh  pkaaaw  wealher,  for  eaa 
woelc. 

Aug.  2Sth,^0\\  Sunday  we  found  CHirvelvcs  m  the  Lmtudi'  :iiid 
l<mgitude  assigned  to  the  St.  Viocmt  Islands,  without  perceiving  aiiv 
iodicatioos  of  land,  other  than  discoloured  water.  We  tried  for  aoiMM> 
iy  whh  one  hnadred  and  tweiiqrftd— lof  Mm^  hot  fiwad  no  battel. 
wo  Aanalodllivedegiiialathe«eal»eB  the  same  perdld,  with  no 
Victtcr  success.  After  that  we  brat  up  to  windward  between  the  lati- 
tude of  r  10'  and  7°  30;  until  we  wen  in  the  ioogimde  of  m""  1^^ 
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trwi,  irkheii  Mciig  any  tfaug  tlwl  iiifi^ 

WHtf  r.    We  tried  several  times  for  soundings,  but  found  no  bottom. 

We  now  stood  to  the  north  f;ir  tis  the  latitude  of  7°  50',  niui  in 
that  parallel  ran  to  ilie  wrstwanJ  viniil  wo  were  in  loQg.  130^  7'  west. 
We  then  stood  to  the  south,  to  tlie  iatiuide  of  7^  iO',  and  beat  up  to  the 
eastward  between  the  latitude  of  6^  50'  and  7^  10',  le  loi^  120°  SOT 
ipest  in  shortp  lurving  wasled  IbityHni  days  m  Ihia  fimitleaa  leMBh* 
we  were  satisfied  that  no  eoehlaod  esiited  wkMo  Miiy  kegaee ifag 
location  assigned  to  it. 

Orfohff  i3th. — Oil  Tliursd.iv,  ihr  13th  ol"  October,  we  resumed  our 
emirse  lo  the  Galiapagos  isiands,  witli  light  variable  winds  from  north- 
east to  eaiit-soutk-east,  and  fair  weatiier,  which  continued  neariy  a 
IbiiiHf^i* 

October  37tJ(.^We  arrived  at  the  Galiapagos  Islands  on  Thursday, 

die  27th.  and  nt  c!crcii,  A,  M.,  anchored  in  the  south  bay  of  Albemaciet 
©lliiTwise  cuUrd  Elizabeth  Bay,  in  lour  faihoms  of  water,  half  n  mile 
frotu  liie  land  lo  die  south,  wiiii  sandy  bottom.  The  volcauo  of  Nai- 
borougl),  which  broke  out  m  February,  was  Etill  bumm^  but  vcgf 


November  5th, — Havisg  evMBued  iht  south  end  ef  Albemarle*  and 
taken  a  fevr  fiir-seal,  we  got  under  way  and  sailed  for  Indefatigable 
Island,  one  of  the  snme  group,  where  we  arrived  on  Saturday,  the&b 
of  November,  and  sent  all  hands  on  sliore  in  search  of  terrapins. 

Novernber  lOth. — This  duty  was  perfurmed  with  so  much  alacn^«* 
l3m  in  lev  chyB*  tine  we  hmi  taken  oakeevd^Bekufad  aad  eighty- 
seven  of  these  Tslnable  animals.  We  then  got  ndv  way  «n  Thii» 
dav,  the  10th,  and  set  sail  for  the  Bay  of  Secinira  on  the  coast  of  Penii 
about  two  hundred  and  thirty  leagues  south-east  of  the  Galiapagos 
Islands.  We  had  the  wuid  from  east-north-east  to  soutli-souib-eaei, 
and  fair  weather  with  little  interruptiuu  fur  wore  tiiau  a  wtek. 

Novmier  IM.— On  Salaiday,  the  IM,  we  «riied  in  ftaat  tl» 
tiferSechura,  orPiura,  as  it  was  origBnUy  named,  and  eane  in juichor 
at  four,  P.  M.,  in  three  foibenw  of  water,  wmA  and  okay  h^Mm  Wt  a 

mile  from  the  shore. 

This  Hver,  which  generally  ?oes  by  the  name  of  Srrluira,  from  tlic 
towu  and  desert  so  called,  aud  is  so  marked  on  the  charts,  wab  ori£m< 
aBy  named  Piora,  ham  dw  pivfinee  in  wfaidi  it  xiMe  and  to  wUA  ji 
gives  fortility.  Its  entnnee  is  in  lat.  6^  91*  eaath,  kng.  SO''  44'  weal; 
but  its  source  is  many  miles  farther  north,  from  whence  it  flows  in  a 
south-west  dircetion,  and  empties  into  8cehum  Bay  north  of  Point 
Aguja,  or  Needle  Point.  On  the  '^o^nh  hank  of  this  river,  about  two 
miles  from  the  seashore,  is  the  town  ot  Seciiura,  of  which  I  shall  speak 
g»endy,  and  aooM  maty  ni3ee  up  the  river  is  the  eelebrMed  city  af 
finra,  in  the  bialioprie  or  'nwzfflo,  and  abool  twanly-fiienatea  aamb- 
aast  of  Payta. 

The  city  of  Piura,  whieh  is  the  eapiial  of  the  province  of  that  name, 
is  in  lat.  3^  15'  south,  long,  80"^  40  v  rst.    It  is  celebrated  as  being 
the  first  city  that  was  built  by  tlie  Spaniards  after  tl»eir  arrival  m  the 
IIbw  Worid,  and  as  being  founded  by  I>on  Ffinoieeo  Pinm  i^ 
mi.  Tlw«QeeeHMeliidlak^l»attl»fiMtch«i^  lit 
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city  was  commenced  in  the  valley  of  Targasale,  and  called  St  Migtjcl 
di  Piura ;  but  wns  nfterward  removed  to  its  present  situation  on 
account  of  the  superior  suiubniy  of  air.  What  was  gained  in  atmo- 
sphere, however,  was  lost  in  soil  by  the  change,  for  h  now  stands  on  a 
sandy  plain,  though  the  adjacent  eoontiy  abounds  in  wood,  and  pro* 
doees  cotton,  sugar,  and  maise. 

The  houses  of  Pitirn  •Are  conslnmtcd  either  of  bricks  baked  in  the 
sun,  or  of  a  kind  ol  cane  culled  qtuncas^  and  tiiey  arc  generally  only  one 
story  higii.  'i'hc  population  has  been  variously  estimated  by  diflcrent 
traYellen,  the  mean  of  whose  caleutatkms  would  be  about  twelve 
thousand  souls.  There  is  a  fine  hospital  in  the  city,  under  the  ears  of 
the  Bethlehemitcs. 

The  climate  is  hot  and  dry,  and  it  is  ^rMom  known  to  rain  for  ten 
months  out  of  twelve,  tliouidi  \hf^  sun  j*^  ulu  n  ub-rurcdlor  many  weeks 
together.  Still  the  couiury  is  by  no  means  uulicaiihy.  In  ascending 
the  uplands  between  the  river  and  the  Andes,  to  the  distance  of  ten 
thousand  feet  above  the  sea,  the  dimate  aeems  to  be  a  miznre  of 
spting  and  autumn;  while  still  farther  cast,  at  the  height  of  fifteen, 
thousand  feof,  ronimoncps  t!ip  region  of  perpetual  winter.  Here  active 
volcanoes  are  liui  uing  and  raging  within,  while  all  widioiit  is  riad  in 
eternal  ice.  but  my  observations  must  be  confined  to  a  less  elevated 
region,  near  the  seacoaat. 

liere  are  immense  forests  of  pine,  cedar,  acacia,  and  cecba-trees, 
of  gigantic  growth,  together  with  an  abimdance  of  others  of  rich  and 
valuable  qualities  for  cabinet-work  or  dying.  These  forests  are  inhab- 
ited by  wil'l  aniinub  oT  various  descriplious,  and  abound  willi  birds  of 
beautiful  plumage.  X'arious  kinds  of  reptiles  and  venomous  insects 
are  finmd  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  tlie  alligator  is  no  stranger  to 
its  waters.  The  aand  of  its  banks  is  mixed  with  gold,  which  is  annually 
washed  down  from  the  mountains.  In  some  seasons  this  river  become* 
almost  diy.  niitl  its  tributary  streams  entirely  disappear. 

'I'he  town  of  iScchura,  as  I  have  already  stated,  is  built  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  river,  between  two  and  three  miles  only  irum  the  ocean. 
This  town  contains  about  three  hundred  houses  and  a  handsome  brick 
ehureh.  The  houses  are  prineipally  constructed  of  cane  or  bamboo 
basket-work,  with  sharp  peaked  roofs  thatched  with  a  tall  grass  peculiar 
to  the  counirv'.  and  thou<ih  not  very  |>n^po<s*'S'sincT  pithor  in  their  exte- 
rior apprnmnce  or  interior  accouiiuiKl  itions,  are  nevertheless  well 
adapted  to  a  chmate  where  it  selduui  lums. 

The  population  of  Seehura  comprises  about  fifteen  hundred  inhabit- 
ants, who  are  principally  lodiansi  or  a  mixture  of  Spanish  blood  with 
that  of  the  Sana  and  Piura  tribes.  They  constitute  between  four  and 
five  hundred  families,  and  aro  »-lnf'fly  employed  in  iishing  or  driving 
mules.  Thry  arc  very  poor,  but  (ixu  enicly  industrious  and  cronomicni. 
The  women  employ  themselves,  when  other  domestic  avoeaiiuiis  do 
not  prevent,  in  spiiming,  weaving,  and  making  gaxmenu  for  their  hus- 
bands and  dnUren.  The  men  lesoit  loan  artificial  mode  of  eostaining 
their  strength  while  at  work  without  food.  They  chew  tJic  leaves  of 
a  plant  criilrtl  coca,  which  they  mix  with  a  kind  of  rhnlk  or  whiir  ear^ 
called  maubi.   This  is  very  noarisiuii^,  and  when  used  ireely  will 
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eaakte  them  to  labeur  two  or  three  da5r8  wiAliovt  eating  or  driakiiijr. 
But  if  their  elore  beeome  exhausted,  they  soon  feel  Uieir  strengw 
decay,  and  mvM  procure  a  fresh  supply.   The  same  aniietaiioe  aW 

preserves  the  lecth  and  fortifies  the  hioiuach. 

The  fishing  vessels  of  these  people  are  very  ingeniously  constructed. 


of  the  cabb«ge4fee,  firom  thirty  to  forty-five  feet  in  length,  according 

to  the  intended  capacity  of  the  vessel,  are  fastened  together  with  ropes 
made  of  ihc  h-.wk  which  is  peeled  off  the  \o^<?.  'Thr  or  hmi-ends 
of  these  logs  arc  mU  laid  oneway,  and  ihey  lorm  the  hcudofihr  vosscl. 
About  ten  or  iwcive  leet  farther  ail  a  mast  is  erected,  secured  by 
shrouds  and  back-stays,  on  which  Umb^  set  a  large  square  eaiL  Witti 
this  simple  rigging  these  rafts  will  sail  six  or  eight  miles  an  hoor,  on 
a  wind,  making  little  or  no  lee-way,  which  is  prevented  by  a  number 
of  padfllcs  that  are  thrii-^t  do'vii  b(nwp<Mi  the  lo<^s  and  sene  llie  pur- 
pose of  Ice-boards.  Al)afi  tlie  mast  abmU  ten  feet  from  the  stern  is  a 
platform,  elevated  two  or  ilirce  feet,  on  which  iliey  Mit,  eat,  and  sleept. 
1  have  seen  these  catamarans  forty  or  fiftv  miles  from  land. 

There  is  but  veiy  little  trade  to  this  place,  though  the  mlaad  plan- 
tations are  very  productive.  On  the  coast,  between  the  town  and  ihe 
shore,  the  land  presents  a  very  barren  appearance ;  but  the  country 
througfi  which  Uio  rivrr  flows  produces  fruils  and  vegetables  of  almost 
every  description  iliat  are  found  in  Peru,  and  these  can  be  had  at  a 
low  price,  'i  he  plantations  depend  for  moisture  almost  euturely  on  tlie 
night  dews,  which  are  very  copious. 

Of  the  character  and  manners  of  the  inhabitants  of  Scchura  I  might 
spra^  in  rivonr;ih!f>  tf-rms.  'Vhvy  are  friendly,  hospitable,  industrious, 
nid  r<  ufiomicai ;  remarkably  quick  of  apprehension,  penetrating, 
»hrcu  d,  aiid  decisive  in  ilieir  judgmeuiii.  'i  hey  are  also  cleanly  in 
their  persons,  being  in  the  constant  habit  of  bathing  every  morning 
befiue  swirise,  either  in  the  river  or  at  the  seashore.  This  is  doubu 
loM  one  eaiisc  of  the  uniform  good  health  they  enjoy*  In  their  man* 
pcrs  they  are  lively,  sociable,  polite,  and  liberal. 

The  usual  dress  of  the  men  is  a  cotton  shirt  reachuig  lo  the  knee*', 
beneath  which  they  wear  a  pair  of  loose  trousers  reaching^  to  ilie 
middle  of  the  calf.  The  females  wear  a  long  cotton  gown  xeaciiiug 
to  the  ankkw,  with  a  mantle  of  baize  or  some  lighter  cloth  over  their 
shoulders.  On  holydays,  festivals,  i^c.,  they  assume  the  Spanish 
dres.^.  Some  of  them  arc  vcr\'  skilfid  in  the  use  of  medical  herbs  and 
plants,  ^vi^h  which  this  paj-t  of  the  coast  abounds;  but  they  are  very 
tenacious  of  the  art,  and  are  careful  to  keep  the  secret  from  Europeans. 

Althotigh  most  of  them  have  embraced  the  lioman  Catholic  faith, 
they  all  rslam  more  or  less  of  their  former  mythological  notions. 
Earthquakes  tliey  believe  to  be  caused  by  the  Ibotsteps  of  the  Almighty 
when  he  condescends  to  walk  upon  the  earth.  Under  tliis  impression, 
whenever  they  lirar  an  unusual  or  alarming  noise  ihey  ruth  out  of 
their  huts,  jumping  about  and  stamping  their  feet,  ul  the  same  time 
exclaiming  in  a  loud  voice,  ^  Here  am  1 !    Here  am  I 


The  bay  of  Scchurm  is  spaciouSv  safes  mid  easy  of  aeeeas*  it 
aibfda  hbooA  asehtfage  at  ail  aeasona  of  the  year.  It  is,  ptiliaps» 
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whalc-sliijw  to  stop  at  for  the  purpose  of  coopcrinjr  their  oil  jhk!  pro- 
curing  rcfreshitK  Ills,  as  (he  latter  can  be  obtaineii  m  barter,  and  iherc 
is  veiy  Utile  ciiunce  or  itiducemetii  for  any  of  the  crew  to  leave  tlie 
«mhL  Here  dbp  tbey  are  eseDipt  ffom  poft  diarges,  and  a  ship  may 
mMj  tide  by  oae  anebor  all  ibe  vc«r  nmiML  On  tbe  wanAt^m  mtt 
of  the  bay  there  are  txtuire  tait  ponds,  of  whieh  veiy  Itttlt  mt  it 
made  bv       inhabitants  except  in  aaking  \\\v\v  (Ish. 

Tlirrr  irr  no  (lan'jpr*^  in  ibe  way  of  a  ship  in  entering  this  Ua}% 
either  truni  the  uortii  or  tiie  west,  'i  lie  land  at  the  head  of  it  is  very 
krar,  and  la  nmaiiis  for  the  river  the  Imck  chtircb  in  the  town  wiU  bie 
aeea  tooucr  than  £e  land  to  tbe  westward  of  it  Voaealt  boend  hither 
from  the  south  must  first  make  Agiija,  or  Needle  Point,  Avhich  appeart 
like  n  double  land,  from  the  westward,  and  always  has  a  hea\'y  sea 
hi  Piilviiig  upon  it ;  there  are  also  some  sunken  rocks  lynig  half  a  mile 
to  tlie  westward  of  the  point.  It  ib  therefore  necessary  to  ^ive  it  a 
gpod  berth,  particularly  at  niglit,  as  then  the  wind  near  ilie  laiul  gen^ 
rally  dies  away  to  a  caliR,  and  tbe  swell  is  always  hearinf  iOF«ieie 
drom  the  westward.  Souodings  wilt  be  found  a  long  way  off  abnre ; 
nnd  "should  a  ship  be  becalmed  wifhin  two  miles  of  tbt  land,  abeaUQT 
anchor  in  twenty  fathoms  of  water,  sandy  bottom. 

When  a  vesi»el  in  fifteen  miles  north  of  Point  Agnja,  she  wiil  be 
abreast  of  Cape  Nero,  which  is  the  southern  point  of  the  bay,  lying  in 
bL  44'  aootb,  kmg.  MP  W  west.  Between  these  two  poiata  ave 
many  sunken  rocks  running  off  shore  to  the  distance  of  a  mile  and  a 
quarter.  After  passing  Ctipe  Nero,  'jiving  it  a  benh  of  two  miles,  the 
bav  of  Seolnjra  opens  to  the  view,  where  there  is  clear  ground  and  a 
good  slielter  from  the  swell  of  the  8ea.  lite  navijjator  may  tlien  haul 
into  the  bay,  east  a  little  northerly,  when  he  will  experience  a  decrease 
fif  water.  As  be  adraaeea  sp  the  bay  be  mast  steer  east  aad  tben 
•aat>by-soinh,  when  he  wiU  find  the  depth  of  water  lessen  froa  SHdeen 
to  five,  and  ch>sc  in  shore  to  three  fathoms,  mud  and  sand  bottom.  By 
keeping  to  the  windwarrl  of  the  town  the  sotmdings  will  prove  more 
regular,  as  tlie  bottom  is  very  uneren  abreast  of  tlic  town  and  nvcr, 
where  are  many  sand-spits  and  shoals,  with  a  westerly  swell  rolling  in 
4)ifer  tbem.  Butmthe  weather  part  of  the  bay  the  water  is  petfiMtly 
emooth  and  shallows  gradually  in  approaebmg  the  ahore.  Sliould  a 
ship  take  tlie  groimd  here,  she  eonld  receive  no  damage,  and  Mfbt  bo 
c?«i]v  ^or  of^*  nt  hiL^h-water. 

It  IS  a  remarkable  fact,  and  worthy  the  notice  of  scientific  n\en.  that 
the  whole  extent  of  seacoaston  the  western  siile  of  the  American  con- 
<bMBt  presents  meqnivoeal  marks  of  voleanie  emptions,  avoh  as  pondee* 
stone  and  rocks  that  have  once  been  in  a  state  of  fonoa,  wbicfa  I  have 
fonnd  at  the  wash  of  the  shores  along  the  whole  range  of  coast.  This 
is  the  c^ise.  also,  with  respect  to  the  islands  in  the  l*acific  and  Indian 
oceans,  ol  which  1  liave  never  visitf  il  one  of  any  dimensions  that  was 
not  evidently  of  volcanie  origin,  or  the  remains  ot  a  volcanic  mountaia* 
£«eb  islttid  in  tbe  GaHapagos  |roup  is  of  this  daseriptiou,  as  I  am  idly 
csBvueea  oy  a  esrenai  luspuvuDB. 

HffwmAtr  2ij<i.— Oa  Maady,  file  tat,  wt  get  —der  wiy»  and  sen 
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down  to  Cape  Nero,  where  we  commenced  taking  fur-seul.  Between 
ihif  cape  and  the  town  of  Sechura,  the  land  is  nothing  but  a  barren 
sandy  desert,  destitute  of  vegetation  and  fresh  water.  This  desert  or 
waste  of  sand,  is  ninety  iniles  in  extent,  of  difficult  and  dan^^erous 
passage.  The  rocks  on  tlie  seashore,  between  Cape  Nero  and  Point 
Aguja,  are  notliing  but  one  mass  of  lava  produced  by  volcanoes. 

December  2d. — We  continued  hunting  seals  between  iliese  two 
capes,  with  tolerably  good  success,  until  Friday,  the  2d  of  December, 
when  we  steered  for  the  Lobos  de  Payta  Islands,  which  lie  about 
eighteen  leagues  from  Point  Aguja,  in  the  direction  of  norih-half-west. 
These  two  small  ishmds  are  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  main- 
land, between  which  and  them  is  a  passage  in  wliitrli  the  least  depth  of 
water  is  ten  fathoms.  This  pari  of  the  coast  may  be  easily  known 
by  a  remarkable  saddle-hill  called  Silla  de  Payta,  to  the  northward  o£ 
which  are  the  harbour  and  village  or  town  of  Payta.  # 
In  running  along  this  coast,  a  ship  may  pass  within  half  a  mile  of 
the  west  side  of  these  islands  of  Lobos  de  J'ayia,  or  half-way  be- 
tween them  and  tiie  main  with  perfect  safety.  There  is  likewise  good 
anchorage  on  the  east  side  of  the  islands,  in  from  eight  to  fuur  fathoms 
of  water,  sandy  bottom,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  islands, 
which  are  merely  barren  lava  rocks  produced  by  some  former  volcano. 

December  I2th. — On  Monday,  the  12th,  we  anchored  in  the  harbour 
of  Payta,  on  the  south-south-west  side  of  the  bay,  about  half  a  mile 
off-shore,  in  five  fatlioms  of  water,  nmd  and  sandy  bottom.  The  west 
pomt,  thai  furms  lliis  harbour,  lies  in  latitude  6^  1'  8.,  long.  80°  57' 
W.  In  many  respects,  this  is  justly  esteemed  llie  best  port  on  the 
coast.  In  entering  it,  there  are  no  dangers  in  the  way,  giving  the 
shore  a  quarter  of  a  mile^s  berth ;  and  when  once  at  anchor,  we  are 
in  a  snug  harbour,  wliich  is  perfectly  safe,  and  sheltered  from  all  winds, 
excepting  from  north-west  to  norih-norih-cast,  wliich  never  blow  here 
but  in  ver\'  light  breezes. 

The  town  of  Payta,  or  Paita,  or  St.  Michel  de  Payta,  was  founded 
by  Don  Francisco  Pizarro,  in  tlie  year  1531.  It  is  a  mere  village  as 
to  size,  though  formerly  it  was  a  place  of  considerable  trade.  The 
houses  are  constructed  of  split  canes  and  mud,  covered  with  leaves, 
and  are  generally  two  stories  high.  The  only  exception  to  this  style 
of  building  is  tlie  reiiidence  of  the  governor,  whose  habitation  is  built 
of  stone.  This  town  can  boast  a  parish  church  and  chapel,  dedicated 
to  our  Lady  of  Mercy.  It  is  surromided  by  a  sandy  barren  soil,  and 
depends  for  water  and  provisions  on  the  village  of  Colan,  which  is 
twelve  miles  north  of  it  on  the  same  bay,  and  near  which  Hows  the 
river  Chenu  The  Indians  of  Colan  are  obliged  to  send  daily  to  Paita, 
one  or  two  laUas  loaded  with  water,  which  is  distributed  in  staled 
proportions  among  the  inhabitants. 

Previous  to  the  revolution  which  secured  to  Peru  her  glorious  independ- 
ence, Paita  was  the  general  stoppmg-place  of  passengers  from  Mexico, 
Panama,  and  Colombia ;  and  from  hence  they  would  proceed  by  land 
lo  Lima,  in  order  to  avoid  the  numerous  piratical  adventurers  who  then 
hovered  on  the  oomc,  as  well  as  the  head-winds,  currents,  6n\  which 
rendered  a  seai-voyage  to  Callao  tedious,  unpleasant,  and  ul'tcntiines 


^$6  VOBT  OF  «T.  PBDSO.  [IMS. 

•dangerous.   Bf  tini  nttiis,  they  not  only  shortened  their  roate  to 

Limn,  but  often  saved  much  valuable  property  from  the  grasp  of  nauti- 
cal freebooters,  and  from  the  ellects  of  nautical  disasters.  I'iiis  is  the 
only  place  where  vessels  Irom  Acapuleo,  Sonsonate,  Panama,  iS^c*  caa 
loach  in  their  passage  to  Callao;  and  to  this  place  they  aie  often 
damk  baek  advene  winds  and  ahiftinf  cnfreme.  Ooosequeiitlyt 
ihe  town  of  Paitaowet  iia  wbole  support  to  the  harbour,  wheio  eatpies 
■of  goods  sent  from  Panama  are  landed,  to^otlicr  with  thoee  OOOUBg 
irom  Callao,  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Piura  and  i/oja. 

The  inhabitants  of  Paila  are  principally  Spaniards,  muiattoes,  and 
mestif oii,  who  derive  a  aobeistenee  from  the  finny  treasures  of  the 
•deept  sod  fiom  the  patsengera  to  and  from  Callao  and  lima.  In  the 
bay  of  Paita,  like  that  of  Sechiu^,  there  is  an  ample  fiahery,  in  wbieh 
the  Indians  of  Colan,  Sechura,  aiirl  the  small  hamlets  near  the  coast, 
are  constantly  employed.  The  wliole  defence  of  the  town  consists  of 
a  small  fort,  encircled  by  a  brick  wall,  and  mounted  with  eight  or  ten 
pieces  of  cannon ;  witliout  ditch  or  outworks  of  any  kind.  It  has 
lieen  often  taken  and  pillaged,  partioolariyby  thesquaiuonof  Anaon,  in 
1741,  when  it  waa  plundered  and  bnint. 

TTnder  such  circumstances  as  are  here  merely  liinted  at,  it  must  be 
evident  io  every  reader  that  this  is  no  plucc  for  ships  lo  proctire  refresh- 
tnentb  of  any  description.  Water  cannot  be  had  ;  wood  is  procured 
with  great  ditficuliy  ;  while  vegetables  and  beef  are  scarce,  and  cum- 
mand  a  hi<^ii  pnce.  All  their  auppliea  are  furaiahed  Inr  the  inhabitania 
of  Colan,  who  eidtivate  grain  and  breed  eattle,  with  which  th^  eopply 
Paita  and  other  towns. 

About  six  leagues  distant  from  Paila,  in  the  direction  of  north-north- 
"west-half-west,  is  Pouii  Parina,  between  wliich  and  Paita  the  land  is 
hollowed  out  into  a  deep  open  bay,  in  which  iti  llie  village  uf  Culun,  and 
wiolher  one  ealled  CoUve.  Thia  bay  ahould  be  avoMed  as  mudi  as 
possible,  partieulaily  In  the  night,  it  being  very  subject  to  calms. 

December  81*1. —  After  touching  at  Point  Noro,  and  also  at  Lobos 
tie  Terrc,  wc  ;irrived  at  St.  Pedro,  on  Safurd.iy,  ilie  31st,  and  anchored 
in  six  latliotiiH  of  water,  sandy  huiiom,  in  an  open  roadstead,  about 
Uirec>quarters  ui  a  mile  ofl-shore.  The  town  of  Si.  Pedro  stands  on 
the  aouth  bank  of  a  river  of  the  aame  name,  about  half  a  mile  nlaod. 
•Here  we  filled  our  water-eaaka,  and  took  on  board  a  aupply  of  frnat 
;.aiid  vegetables. 

There  is  no  dan<:jcr  in  lying  at  anchor  in  this  roadstcnd,  n«  the  wip.d 
never  blows  very  frosli  from  the  seaboard,  and  it  is  generally  calm  at 
night.  The  lauding  at  t)ui»  place,  however,  is  always  bad,  and  not  uu- 
attended  with  danger,  if  attempted  by  unskilftd  or  ineaqterienced  hands ; 
oa  theHHMta  most  be  managed  widi  peculiar  addreaa  and  tact,  to  pre- 
vent their  bein<i:  cap^^izcd  by  the  immense  billows  which  are  oomoMMdgr 
rolling  in  to  the  shore.  It  i?^  tlierefore  advisable,  in  all  cases,  to  cm* 
■j>loy  shore  h<Kifs,  which  are  built  exprfsslv  for  this  bar  irf!<ins  jservice, 
and  arc  managed  by  jnen  who  have  been  brought  up  lo  liie  buiinesks 
from  their  diildhoocL  Of  course  these  natives  are  as  well  acquainted 
With  the  natme  of  the  landmg,  and  are  aa  familiar  with  the  ehafacier 
«f  iIm  aiiC  en  ihM  part  of  Uie  eowt,  aa  si  ia  poaaiUe  for  men  to  be. 


Digitized  by  Google 


ta.]  BAT  or  PERROL.  tf]r 

By  tiiem  every  peril  and  diillculty  is  eucouutered  and  overcome  with 
the  graalMt  rase,  whUe  oflioen  Mtmen  of  the  first  pfofesdiHial 
character,  vbo  are  not  familiar  with  this  coast,  arc  liable  to  be  foiled 
in  their  attempts  IP  land,  and  fiequently  lose,  not  only  their  boats*  but 

their  lives. 

Tlie  port  of  St.  Pedro  has  a  bluff  point  of  modr rate  elcvafion,  to  the 
south  of  the  anciiorage,  about  u  niile  aiiU  a  ixail,  which  breiiks  oil'  a 
part  of  the  sea  iroiii  the  shippiiig.  The  town  is  small,  and  Ixiiltmiieli 
ID  the  same  manner  as  Sechvra;  its  population  does  not  exceed  adion- 
sand  souls,  who  are  amixtaieof  the  Spaniards  with  the  Sana  and 
Tnixillo  tribe?.  They  pay  considrraWp  'attention  to  agiicoHure,  and 
the  iuland  soil  is  said  to  be  rich  and  productive. 

Tills  place  is  of  very  littk  note,  being  deficient  in  the  necessaiy  and 
essential  comrenieaces  of  commeree — good  itMMls.  That  which  leads 
to  the  city  of  Trmillo,  it  w  tnie«  is  kept  in  order*  and  desenres  praise ; 
bat  all  the  rest  are  wretchedly  bad.  The  mode  of  transporting  goods 
from  t!ii^  place  to  the  inland  towiT?  i-^  on  the  backs  of  mules,  "\vhi(  h,  for 
want  of  rnndv.  travel  over  eulti\  atrd  fields,  nnd  thus  retard  the  labours 
of  the  a;^rjt  uiiurisf,  and  ruin  his  prospects.  By  this  wretched  policy 
industry'  is  discouraged,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  much  neglected. 
There  is  e?e«y  fiwility  for  smuggling  in  this  port,  and  no  risk  ineansd 
by  the  parties. 

Jamtaty  9^  1820. — On  Monday,  the  2d  of  January,  vft  shaped  our 
course  for  Fcrrol  B;iy.  with  the  wind  from  the  souin-souih-cast,  and 
fair  weather.  On  ilie  following  day,  we  examined  the  island  of  Mala- 
brigo,  which  is  a  high  rock,  ^vilil  bold  water  within  a  cable's  length 
from  it  There  is  a  good  passage  between  this  island  and  the  main, 
firom  which  it  is  distant  four  miles,  wiih  from  twenty  to  ten  fathoms  of 
water*  Hair-seals  and  sea-birdk  tosort  to  this  island  in  great  numbers. 
•  Janiinry  4th, — On  Wedncs(!;iv.  t^e  4th,  we  examined  the  islands  of 
Guanaju',  wliirh  lie  in  hituude  8'  :?f>'  south  :  there  are  a  group  of 
small  rorky  i "elands,  between  which  and  tlic  shore  there  is  a  good  pas- 
sage of  from  fifteen  to  ten  fathoms  water.  Point  Guanape  lies  imme- 
diately to  the  east  of  these  islands,  off  whieh  is  a  smf^  roek  near  dio 
shore.  There  are  some  iocVh  under  water  to  the  north  of  this  point» 
lying  nearly  two  miles  off-shore,  between  this  and  the  rifer  Moehew 
The  ronsi  here  must  have  a  good  berth. 

January  lih. — On  Satnnlsy,  the  7ih,  we  anchored  in  Ferrol  Bay,  in 
four  fathoms  of  water,  sandy  bottom,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
the  Santa  Islands,  to  die  westward,  and  one  mde  frsm  the  mainluidy 
to  the  eaatward,  completely  aheltered  from  all  winds.  The  entranee 
to  this  anchorage  is  between  the  two  islands  which  are  the  most  south- 
ern of  the  Snnta  Isilands.  TTiis  pns^n^e  is  about  half  a  mile  wide* 
with  ten  f  dhoms  of  water,  and  clear  of  dangers.  Within  the  harbour 
tliere  in  suiiicieui  room  lor  fifty  .sail  of  the  line  to  moor  in  perfect 
safety,  iMteied  from  all  winds,  and  perfectly  smoodi. 

Small  Tessf^  of  two  hnndred  tons  may  heave-down  here  akmgsido 
of  the  roeks  of  the  sovtliem  Santa  Island.  This  is  one  of  the  finest 
bays  on  the  const  for  rnfchin^  fish  with  a  seine,  and  n  few  hair-seal 
any  be  taiwa  in  tlie  pupping  season.   Nnmenms  seapburds  resort  to 
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ihete  bhiids  Ibr  ihe  purpoM  of  kykif  thdr  eggs,  and  hatohiig  Mr 
yonog;   Tilts  is  also  a  very  convenient  place  for  wlialc-ship^  to  stop« 

to  rooppr  their  oil,  overhaul  their  vessels,  and  obtain  sue) i  rrt  rt  shments 
as  Uiey  may  require ;  for  almost  any  kind  c4in  be  had  here  iliat  is 
common  to  the  coast  of  Vem.  These  will  be  supplied  in  any  ^juaulity 
at  the  town  of  Ferrol,  whioh  k  two  inilea  mwaid,  atd  aieir  three  mOes 
10  the  iKMlh  of  ihe  anchorage;  ihey  vnXL  bt  fanMshed  et  aliort  aoiiee» 
aiul  at  a  TBiy  moderate  price. 

The  town  of  Ferrol  is  small,  containing  only  about  sc%'en  hundred 
inhabitants,  pnn<  ijially  natives,  and  descendants  of  Indian  tribes  which 
inhabit  the  inienur.  l  iic  present  generalioii,  Itowever,  appears  to  be 
•much  crossed  by  Spanish  blood.  Thejr  an  rmy  honest  in  tfadr  - 
•eommefetsl  traoseetionst  eereftilly  pcrlbmhig  whatever  they  pronise. 
•Like  all  other  Indians,  however,  they  are  too  fond  of  mdmt  spiiili* 
.This  pla<  (  is  in  latitude  9'  10'  S.,  Ion-.  78=  22'  W. 

The  clnnue  is  favourable  to  agriculture.  Its  iisuliI  leniperuture  is 
wann  and  moist,  which  brings  into  existence  iiuiuuieruble  swarms  of 
insects,  tad  tninisls  of  a  noxious  obataeier*  The  latter  frequeady 
get  into  the  hooaes  of  the  inhabiiants,  and  even  peneavte  into  their 
beds.  In  the  evening  they  are  molested  by  such  multitudes  of  moe* 
quitoc"?,  nnd  other  insert*?,  thnt  it  is  diificolt  to  keep  a  light  burning,  as 
ihcy  fly  into  iIk-  flame  uml  rx:iiiL!:\iish  it.  Thr^^e  tronhlesoiue  vi&ilers, 
however,  are  greatly  dunuusiied  in  nuiul>crs  duruig  liio  iresh  south  and 
sooth-west  winds. 

I  Hie  soil  in  this  part  of  the  oountry  is  tieh  and  roodoctive.  Trofii- 
eal  ftuits  of  abnoat  every  kind  are  produced  in  abundanee ;  together 

with  wheat,  maize,  and  grain  of  v:«rious  kinds.  The  European  fruit*? 
grow  in  such  great  profusion,  that  the  trees  are  unable  to  bear  the 
weight  of  their  treasures,  without  the  aid  ol  props  to  iiupport  them. 
Strawberries  grow  to  great  perfection,  and  of  remarkably  large  size. 
Orange-trees  are  ever  m  Ubom,  and  at  the  same  time  laden  whh  lhih« 
in  Tariont  stages  of  progression,  from  inoipiency  to  full  ripoiess. 
Olives  nnd  nlmonds,  likewise,  grow  to  great  perfection  in  this  vicinity. 
While  on  the  subject  of  tree-,  it  muv  not  bi-  improper  to  iiotii  e  t!i;U 
which  produces  ihe  cclebraied  Penivian  or  Jesuiu>*  Iwrk,  oilier \vu»e 
called  cinchona.  'i'hi«  is  a  production  peculiar  to  Peru,  and  hence 
ita  most  poptilar  name.  It  has  been  tenned  Jesnils*  bailL,  beeauae  il 
"waa  £rst  introduced  into  Emope  by  those  nusaionaries.  Ittsusedasa 
remedy  in  intermittem  fevers,  or  agues  ;  and  by  some  persons  is  pre- 
scribed in  other  kinds  of  fevers, — in  eonfliiriit  «maU-pox,  in  gan^reju«us 
sore-tliroat,  and  in  even  sppt  irs  ul  L':"iiii  one.  It  is  o;iven  in  powder, 
as  an  extract,  a  spirtiuoua  tmcture  and  dccociioa bui  Uie  juo:>i  eifica* 
eioas  ftnn  ia  that  of  powder. 

I  The  pinrhana  la  a  tree  which  is  Iband  only  in  monwtainons  traoCsv 
where  it  grows  to  the  thickness  of  a  n»n*s  body.  Tlien  are  three 
kinds  of  this  bark  used  in  medicine,  viz.  the  coumwn  or  while  bark* 
the  yellow  bark,  and  the  red  bark-  The  latter  is  more  bitter  and 
more  astringem  than  tlie  coomien  or  the  yellow.  Ail  ii«  varieties, 
h&mmmt  mm  highly  eahmUo,  and  nio  cansequenUy  liafale  to  be  adaite- 
MadiaiihimMaaalataaeoa.  k  ia  thcrefeas  neoessaiy,  in  sejerting 
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thi^  (!n?rr,  to  attend  ac<nirately  to  all  of  kt  ehar^olMtt  iaoidtr  lO  %VQid  * 

beiiig  imposed  upon  by  the  vender. 

Cinchona  has  lotig  been  kuowa  as  a  medicine  in  Peru,  here  the 
natives  are  said  to  have  adopted  its  use  from  observing  animals  recur  lo  tu 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  origin  of  its  employment,  however, 
its  efficacy  was  not  tested  by  Europ<'ans  iimil  the  year  1640,  when  the 
(  'omite.ss  ofCinchon,  the  wife  of  the  Spanish  viceroy,  was  cured  of  the 
ague  by  mcaius  of  it.  It  the  reforr  fif  rivr(^  the  name  ofOinchona  from 
Uiat  lady.  As  it  usually  happens  on  ihc  tiral  appearance  of  any  novel 
remedy,  considerable  opposition  was  made  to  it  by  several  eminent 
ph)rsicians;  but  its  efficaey  soon  oveveane  the  gromidleea  daoKMir 
whteh  had  been  excited. 

The  red  bark,  when  fir'^^t  iniroduced  into  Engli'^h  practice,  in  QCHfe* 
sequence  of  a  Spanis»li  vessel,  freighted  in  pan  with  it,  beinj:^  tnken  in 
the  year  1T79,  was  tried  in  several  of  the  London  hospitals,  aiid  was 
then  extolled  to  tlie  skies  ;  but  its  reputation  finally  gave  way  to  liiai 
of  the  yellow  haih,  which  has  ainee  been  geaenUy  eooaidaved  ts  the 
most  efficacious.  The  Jesuits  first  carried  tfus  bnk  to  Roae,  fti^m 
whence  its  repntation  irradually  spread  ail  over  Europe. 

■  The  rinimal^i  which  are  most  famillHr  to  this  part  of  Peru  are  such 
as  I  have  <ii ready  noticed  in  my  remarks  on  other  sections  of  the  coast. 
Horses  aiul  mules  are  held  in  great  estimation,  particularlpr  tiie  former. 
The  breed  waa  originally  broai^t  from  Okl  Spain ;  and,  miteiid  of  de- 
sperating, it  has  become  superior  to  the  parent  stock.  Few  ^^wifh 
horses  can  now  vie  with  thr^e  animals  in  beauty  of  form  or  graceful- 
ness of  rarriage ;  and  they  are  justly  considered  as  being  in  QO 
resf»eci  inferior  to  the  famous  AndaluHian  breed.  Black-caule  aieo  ace 
very  abuudaiil  on  lite  plains  in  the  interior. 

«  The  moat  remaikable  anhnala,  however,  m  Hbm  perl  of  the  coanliy 
are  the  lama  ami  the  vicuna.  The  former,  whiefa  ia  called  the  Peru« 

%1an  sheep,  in  many  respects  resembles  the  camel ;  as  in  the  shape 
of  the  hv.'j],  the  neck,  and  other  part.-?.  But  they  arc  cloven-footed, 
have  no  iiiinch  on  their  backs,  and  are  much  smrdler  than  the 
camel.  The  upper  lip  of  this  niiunal  is  cleft  like  tliat  of  the  hare, 
throueh  which,  when  enraged,  it  spiu  at  its  enemy,  and  this  saliva 
la  aaid  to  be  poisonous*  In  a  state  of  nature  it  ie  strong  and  fteei,  awl 
hounda  over  its  native  mountains  with  an  agility  that  ocmld  scarcely 
be  exceeded  by  the  Mag.  Wh(  n  domc'^MfnTrfl,  liowever,  r<nd  taught 
to  bear  burthens,  this  animal  loses  much  ol  its  lleetoess,  and  sooaiaiU 
in  strength. 

The  hair,  or  rather  wool,  of  the  lama  is  generally  of  m  brown ool<mr. 
thoof^  aome  few  are  black,  and  oihera  white.  ThB  textore  of  tl  ia 

both  fine  and  glossy,  and  it  is  spun  and  woven  into  a  beautiful  kind  oC 
doth.  Their  flesh  is  esteemed  excellent  food,  and  they  will  thrive 
witliout  trouble  or  care,  beinir  satisfied  ^vith  fhc  roaniest  vegetable  food. 
The  Peruvians  find  it  the  must  useful  of  iheir  btceds,  as  it  can  go  even 
longer  Uian  the  camel  without  water  and  food.  The  vicuna  is  smaUer 
ihan  the  lama,  aiMl  ita  wool  iamacfh  ahoiter  and  tear. 

The  moat  lemaritable  birds  found  on  tMa  part  of  the  coast  aie  the 
condors  and  hummers.  The  former  is  gernntty  abeot  the  «in  ol  tn 
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sBmIioss,  which  I  htne.  described  elsewhere ;  H  is  carnivorous  and 
very  voraeioust  frequently  seizing  the  Iambs  as  ihey  arc  fccdinj^.  Some» 
it  is  said,  are  much  larger  than  any  I  have  ^ren.  Wfieii  violently 
pressed  with  hiinpfcr,  this  gigantic  bird  has  been  iinown  to  seize  upon 
chiidreu  ;  and  ihe  Indians  assert  that  it  will  carry  off  a  deer  or  calf  in  its 
^ons  wilh  Bs  much  esse  m  an  eagle  will  a  lamb.  The  bummer  ie 
a  night  bird,  and  generally  lives  in  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  country. 
They  are  seldom  seen,  though  often  heard,  as  the  r;ipidity  of  their  (light 
produces  a  humming  sound  in  the  air,  somewhat  litie  that  of  a  rocket. 

There  is  anollicr  curious  bird  at  this  place,  which  is  called  the 
awakener,  about  the  size  of  a  small  fowl.  It^  plumage  is  wliitc  and 
blaeki  itt  neck  thick ;  head  lawet  ereet,  and  beautifully  adorned  with 
atoftof  feathers.  Its  eyes  axe  large,  bright,  and  lively.  On  the  fore- 
part of  each  w'uig  is  a  spur  about  an  inch  in  length,  which  it  uses  indc- 
lending  itself  against  its  enemies.  'I'hey  give  an  alarm  loull  the  fcnihcrrd 
tribes  when  there  is  any  appearance  of  danger,  so  that  every  kind  of 
bird  within  bearing  is  put  on  its  guard.    Hence  the  uuaic  of awakener.'* 

The  nuwntauioas  regions  of  this  district  abound  in  metallic  wealib* 
sneh  as  goU*  silver,  copper,  lead,  quicksilver*  Ue*  Besides  thrae, 
there  are  emeralds,  marcasites,  and  other  precious  stones.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  if  the  mines  of  Pern  were  wrougiit  with  skill  and  industry, 
they  could  supply  sufficient  gold  and  silver  for  ever)-  uatton  on  earth. 

January  17th, — ^After  cxammtng  the  coast  with  our  boats  thirty 
nules  north  and  south  of  this  anchorage,  without  finding  any  thing  bnt 
hati«-soals,  and  having  ascertained  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  our 
anrhor3«'e  to  he  a«!  !  have  stated  above,  we  got  imder  way  on  Monday, 
the  seventeenth,  and  commenced  plying  to  the  south,  with  ilie  land- 
breeze  from  south-south-east,  and  the  sea-breezo  from  south-souUl- 
West,  attended  with  fair  weather,  w  hich  contiimed  for  a  week. 

Joimary  — On  Monday,  the  twenty*fourth,  we  arrired  at  the 
port  of  GhoriUos,  and  at  one,  P.  M.,  anchored  in  five  fathoms  of  water, 
sandy  bottom ;  latitude  12°  8'  S.,  long.  77°  3'  W. 

riiorillos  is  a  pleasant  little  fishing  village,  on  the  seacoast,  a  few 
miles  south  of  Lima,  and  south-east  ol  C;dlao.  It  is  a  great  resort  of 
pleasure  parlies  from  Litna,  who  come  hither  to  enjoy  the  sports  of 
fishing,  sea-bathing,  &e.  During  the  long  siege  and  blockade  of  Cal* 
lac,  which  only  terminated  the  day  before  our  arrival,  the  port  of 
Ohorillos  was  used  as  a  dep6t  for  the  commerce  of  Lima.  Every 
thing,  however,  was  now  in  a  stale  of  bustle  and  ronfnsion,  as  an  im- 
portant change  had  just  taken  place  in  political  aifairs,  which  I  shall 
notice  hereaAer. 

I  The  village  of  Choriltos  is  situated  on  the  southern  extremity  of  the 
south  bay  of  Lima.   This  bay  is  Ibnned  on  the  north-west  by  Point 

Oallao,  and  on  the  south-east  by  another  projection,  which  shelters  it 
from  the  prevailing?  winds,  while  St.  Lorenzo  and  other  islands  protect 
it  on  the  west,  it  is  of  sufhcieut  capacity  to  nceommodate  a  great 
number  of  ships  at  the  same  time.  Vessels  bound  to  Callao  from  the 
south  should  haul  outside  of  aU  the  islamis  before  tlicy  pass  this 
nUsM ;  otherwise  it  will  be  found  vei^r  dilBenlt  to  get  sufficiently  wtt^ 
VIM  to  psos  to  the  northward  of  Lorenzo  bland* 
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CHAP  TER  Vm. 

I«tliiiiiM  of  Ikfimi'-Laller  tnm  a  Tnvdler^Town  of  Porto  Bello— Ho«r  to  ptf* 

vent  Biwet  Jacket — An  excellent  Dinner,  and  Wine  with  an  Kxcf^lli nry — Canoe 
^avigatioQ — Gloomj  Procpects — Town  and  Rivex  Cha^< — AnceoUing  thf* 
Rive^-£Clro■nll{r  tte  I«tliiBii»--Town  of  Craee»— The  Pi««rro  Road — Coming, 
to  an  Anchor — Kmotions  excited  by  a  first  View  of  the  Piicific — f'liy  ofP;ai;.rnr\ 
— Importance  of  a  Passport — Projected  Canal  across  tbc  IcUimus — Ruins  of  old' 
Ftoama-— An  Earthquake— The  Q«lf  of  Panatne. 

The  general  reader  may  possibly  require  some  apology  tor  ^u(  )t 
frequent  allusions  to  the  fact  of  my  having  critically  examined  the 
western  coast  of  America.  The  nautical  reader  will  expect  none  ;  im 
to  him  the  immense  importance  of  thiti  fact  will  be  its  own  excuse. 
To  the  latter  h  will  be  eofBeieBt  to  state  that  I  have  personally  in- 
speeted  and  pointed  out  every  danger  which  exists  on  this  whole  extem 
of  coast,  fiom  the  Strait  of  Magellan  to  Uie  thirty-eighili  dc>(ii(  e  of  north 
latitude,  comprising  six  tliousnrK!  miles,  with  tlie  exception  of  the  fsiJi- 
inus  of  Darien,  the  west  coast  olMcxico,  and  that  intcreatlnfi  rc  iii:)ii 
now  known  by  liie  appelluiiou  of  "  Central  America.'^  U  has  alst/ 
been  seen,  by  the  attentive  reader,  that  many  historieal  facts  and  anec* 
dotes  coimected  with  the  revolutionary  stnip^^le  of  the  8otllh  Anwn> 
cans  have  been  interwoven  with  the  thread  of  this  homely  narrative. 

My  examination  of  the  western  coast  of  South  America  terminated, 
if  will  be  recollected,  at  the  port  of  Tacainez,  fifty-two  miles  north  of 
the  equator,  when  the  progress  of  the  sea^iou  rendered  it  proper  to 
steer  for  the  Gallipagos  Islands,  leaving  the  Gulf  of  Panama  and  the- 
Isthraus  of  Dariemmnoticed.  Thus  the  chain  of  my  surveys  is  defi- 
cient in  a  very  important  Unki  which  I  hope  to  supply  on  some  future 
occasion.  In  the  mean  lime  I  have  oblainr  l  prrmission  to  lay  before 
the  public  the  followinf/  interesting  letter,  Miiich  I  received  while 
making  preparations  lor  iny  first  voyage  iu  162:^.  'i'iie  writer  is  Jolm 
h  Adams,  Esq.,  now  one  of  the  editmrs  of  the  New-Yoik  Travellrr, 
but  at  that  time  a  commercial  agent  atP^mama ;  his  lively  and  graphie 
description  of  which  will  certaiiuy  not  come  amiss  in  this  place. 

Panama,  May  30,  182!;, 

"  Dear  Sib, 

**  When  you  were  about  lo  sail  on  a  sealing  expedition  to  tlie  Falk* 
land  Islands,  as  first  officer  of  the  Wasp,  some  two  years  ago,  I  lehi 
you,  in  jest,  that  before  your  rewm  I  might  perhaps  take  a  leap  from 

the  three-legged  stool  of  a  counii(v_'-mo[ii  \n  the  (unrt'-r-deck  of  ;i  »)tip. 
You  expressed  some  doubts  as  to  ilie  probability  ul  su'  h  a  transuion  ; 
but  made  me  promise,  in  cmc  I  did  so,  to  make  yun  the  depositary  of 
*  my  uravers  hittoxy,*  by  regular  eoMets  frem  my  jourmL  *  I  navo 
done  tho  deed**  but  have  kept  no  journal ;  and  aa  your  retimi  to  New- 
Toikwas  dailjr  looM  fiir  whan  I  k*  thit  fkfA  pviiiUti 
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redeem  my  promi'^p  hvspndins^  von  a  brief  sketch  ot  inv  voyages  and 
travels*  to  this  interesting  srriioii  ol  the  globe.  Bui  U  you  find  it,  as  I 
fear  you  will,  totally  barren  oi  mieresl,  you  must  rest  contented  with 
the  mitnaee  tlutt  it  was  well  imeoded. 

**I  tailed  tima  New-Yoik  on  the  twenty-first  of  March,  in  ihe 
ecfaooner  Sdina;  not  indeed  as  commander,  but  still  with  the  privi- 
lege of  the  qtiarfrr-decii,  Bnd  in  poetical  lan^nrifre  nny  ve-^sf^l  i**  a  be 
her  rig  what  it  may.  The  ohjprt  of  my  vo  vctge  is  iioi  unporlaiu  to  "  the 
subject  of  my  story  still  your  curiosity  may  be  gratiiied  on  that  score 
byeallingat  lionse*  (meaidaf  the  counting-room  before  men- 
tioned). My  motiFee  for  accepting  a  eommiasion  to  teriously  inter- 
fering with  my  interests  and  feelings,  and  so  repugnant  to  the  wishes 
of  my  family,  were  briefly  these : — I  wislird  to  convince  my  friends 
(who  were  alarmed  for  ray  welfare,  in  ron  si  .jnence  of  my  having  made 
a  few  successful  essays  as  a  tragedian),  thai  their  fears  were  ground- 
leet,  that  I  ooold  atiQ  attend  to  bntineet,  and  that  I  had  no  tboni^ 
of  abandoning  the  oommercial  pursuitt  io  wliieliv  fima  eaily  yoatb,  X 
had  been  so  assldoontiy  devoted.  I  presume  I  have  conviaeed  them ; 
^^1t  not  without  a  serious  sacnfice  on  my  part.  Various  engagements, 
the  least  of  which  would  probably  have  lillrd  my  jiockets,  wrro  heforo 
me  soliciting  acceptance,  wiien  1  agreed  ui  embarii.  ou  this  mission. 

^  I  shall  say  nothing  of  my  eseeaelvo  aei-eiekaetii  ov  samur 
eaettMefrompiratea,  thetiemendontatocmeweeneonnief^  and  audi- 
like  naii4madth  eeeapes ;  but  bring  yon  to  Foito  BeUo  at  once,  which 
wc  made  on  thr  twentieth  day  of  our  passage.  It  rained  ver>'  vio- 
lently just  bclon  I  l  uidcd;  and  dminw  the  shower  I  snw  a  negro  m  a 
state  of  nudity,  seated  on  a  rock,  with  liijj  apuiouy  lor  a  garment  care- 
fully placed  beneath  liim  to  screen  it  from  the  wet.  When  tlie  sltower 
wna  o?er,  and  hit  ebony  akin  dried  m  the  tttHhe  then  letnmedbfediy 
clodieB.  Tbie  I  betiere  it  a  notrertal  practice  here,  it  being  danger- 
ous at  thif?  season  to  wear  a  damp,  much  less  a  sa!Tin?rcd  garment,  to 
c  lipck  thr  perspiration.  The  first  thing  that  attracted  my  attention  on 
landing  was  the  squalid  filihinei»s  of  the  place.  On  the  apex  of  each 
hooae  or  hotel,  which  baTe  thatched  pyramidieal  voofih  perched  a 
eanlmi  bird,  with  wingt  om-^pread,  drying  in  the  sun. 

I  loot  no  time  in  paying  my  reapects  to  the  goremor,  for  whom  I 
had  divers  presents.  Not  hrino;  an  fait  to  the  etiquette,  1  felt  a  little 
palpitation  lest  I  should  onui  some  ceremonial.  With  my  merchant — 
the  only  one  I  believe  m  the  place — 1  wended  my  way  to  )iis  excel- 
lency's mansion.  It  was  one  of  an  extensive  block  of  buiiduigs,  uni- 
form in  their  arcbitecmre  (if  arehitecture  it  may  be  ealle^,  eaeh  with 
a  court  in  the  centre,  aummnded  by  balconies  or  piazzas.  We  naased 
ihroufrh  nn  opon  entrance  or  court,  penetrating  tiie  building,  andldyua- 
dantly  tiitliy.  On  this  score  n  New-York  liverj-stable  is  a  palace  to 
it.  A  flight  of  stairs  whu:h  mop  or  broom  had  apparently  never  vio* 
laied,  lauded  us  in  a  tolerably  capacious  hail,  whence  we  emerged  into  ' 
a  aoit  of  mMoom,  withont  carpet,  or  any  ornament  to  relteve  or 
heiglMen  the  warn  o(  order  and  cieanlinaas  so  maalfett.  A  liammoek 
was  alung  nearly  in  the  cemio^  In  wbieh  lav  ^  ton  of  bis  excellency ; 
aadalnd^y  in  oonytoiiieollto  the  yeen  of  spades,  leceM^nyintir- 
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prcicd  compliments  as  danijhtpr  of  the  governor.  My  sarprise  ifached 
its  climax  when  1  was  usherrd  into  the  adjacent  room. 

**  His  excellency  had  coiapleteU  hid  toilet,  and  very  frankly  came 
forward  to  welcome  me.  1 1^  net  attempt  to  deseiibe  bis  person  or 
Iw  dran,  eze^  to  fat  as  to  say  that  I  foond  myself  greeted  with  a 
8|NUii8h  embrtce  by  an  indiffcrem  lookiDg  nmlatto.  He  warmly 
pressed  me  to  »!itip  wiih  him,  in  company  with  a  deputation  of  St. 
bias  Indians,  with  whom  lie  was  negotiating  a  treaty.  T  (1«  ilmcd  tJie 
honour,  my  friend  having  promised  me  a  delicious  turtle  duuier :  which 
of  the  I^ew-York  aldermen,  fond  as  they  are  of  honour,  would  not 
hm  done  the  same?  I  wasezeused  on  the  promise  that  1  wooUtnnf 
sridk  him  after  the  repast. 

**  Accordingly,  after  luxuriaiing  with  niy  friend,  with  a  restored,  I 
may  say  a  voracious  appetite — I  had  eaten  iintliitinr  for  the  past  twenty 
days, — 1  repaired  to  his  cxcellcacy's,  and  found  u  pir tiy  nnmerous 
party,  Indians  included,  lihating  *  pottle  deep.*  By  the  tuue  tiie^ic  ah< 
orpines  felt  the  Uqaor  manilin|,  the  wily  governor  mid  his  friends  in^ 
flmed  high-pfoof  brandy  in  their  Madeira ;  and  it  was  not  long  before 
OM  of  thmSt  a  loadiDg  chief,  left  his  seat  v^ry  unceremoniously,  and  as 
unceremoniously  was  conveyed  from  the  room  in  a  state  of  dnniken 
insensibility.  I  much  question  the  policy  of  liie  governor  m  tins  raa- 
nceuvre ;  unless,  indeed,  by  tlius  disposing  of  the  chief,  he  got  rid  of 
one  opposed  to  his  views.  I  would  nmarii  of  Aeso  Indians  that  they 
waro  fineJookia^,  nmsenlar  meiit  in  general  appearance  much  reoem- 
bUag  the  aborigmes  of  omr  pan  of  the  contuMnt,  paiticalariy  In  the  ' 
gravity  of  their  deportment. 

"During  the  discussion  of  dinner  I  had  determined  to  depart  imme- 
diately for  Panama,  seeing  no  prospect  of  eilbcliug  a  sale  of  the  cargo 
at  Porto  Bello.  My  arrangements  were  briefly  made  by  otur  captain, 
whom  I  desired  to  accompany  me.  I  thetefore  made  my  adiena  to  the 
gownior,  suite,  and  family,  with  as  much  haste  as  a  due  reaped  to  eti-* 
qiffitte  would  permit,  receiving  fiom  his  excellency  another  fratmal 
hug  at  parting:.  1  had  but  little  opponunitv  of  in?!i!li^i!iethe  votfagenr's 
curiosity,  for  very  soon  after  my  escape  fiuin  ^w;is-  ul  ■ava\  root."'  the  rain 
began  to  descend  in  torrents ;  I  saw  euou^li,  however,  to  satisfy  me 
that  you  lose  little  here  by  my  deficiency  in  observation. 

Porto  Bellot  as  yon  and  everybody  knows,  is  sitmited  on  the  north 
cosatof  the  IstLm,,  uf  D  irien,  now  termed  the  Isthmus  of  Panamat 
and  by  ^om^        !  of  Costa  Hiea.    Daricn,  however,  is  the 

i^oofl  ok!  th^'hioned  name  by  which  we  were  accustomed  to  ktmw  it  in 
uur  seiiool-boy  days  ;  and  the  whole  is  washed  by  the  Guh  of  Daricn. 
Porto  Bello  has  u  large  couimodious  harbour,  with  good  anchorage  and 
ahclier  ibr  ships ;  its  cBtrsnco  is  narrow,  and  defended  by  several  forts. 
It  ia  about  seventy  miles  north  of  Paiuuna,  and  three  hundred  west  of 
Caithagena.  It  is  situated,  as  you  nautical  men  say,  in  lat.  9^  33 
nortir,  iong.  80°  46'weat9  and  is  rapidly  falling  off  in  business  and 
imporiunce. 

**  At  10  o'clock,  P.  M.,  in  a  frail  canoe,  with  two  negro  conductors, 
•«  pushed  offfiom  abngaide  the  schooner*  bottod  for  Cbagres.  It 
MfM  gioai  omikMi  hi  stepping  onboaid  ov  egy^hell  ooiiveyaMfb- 
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to  avoid  swamping  her,  as  1  believe  you  call  it  I  Mid  nothing  i  but  I 
fiii  that  we  had  kss  fkuk  *  a  plank  between  us  and  deatmelioik*  I 
have  often  heard  you  asaert  that  you  never  knew  what  Jmtvnm.  I 

thought  of  you  at  this  moment,  and  became  quite  a  hero.  The  moon 
lent  Tier  light,  although  bcdimmed  by  the  raa«s  of  ragged  clouds  sur- 
rouniiing  her  silver  ear.  iinposin!,'  a  fleecy  veil  between  tlie  earth  nnd 
her  tropical  cnul^euci .  l^orto  Uello  lay  iu  quiet  repose,  and  really 
presented  a  picturesque  appearance,  'rite  town  ia  situated  at  the  base 
of  a  very  high  hill,  whose  ascent  is  rarely  attempted*  the  ahfobbery 
being  almost  impervious,  and  abounding  with  venomous  serpents.  The 
only  death  which  had  occurred  liere  for  some  time  was  occasioned  Hy 
the  fangs  of  oiie  of  these  reptiles,  which  assailed  his  victim  in  the 
night,  in  liis  own  domicii. 

**I  had  been  bat  a  few  hoars  in  Porto  Bello,  yet  I  fek  as  if  I  had 
sojourned  there  for  weeks ;  and  I  assure  ^on,  my  dear  sir,  that  I  expe* 
,  rienced  no  regret  at  leaving  it  (temporanljr,  to  be  sure),  as  it  lay  in 
beautiful  relief  in  the  moonlight — its  few  wliitcwaslied  buildings  finely 
contrasted  with  tlie  long  sweep  of  the  sombre  and  toweriniY  forest 
which  overhung  them.  I  pass  over  the  night,  which  was  sleepless. 
Our  two  negroes  plied  their  paddles  unrcmiitcdly,  imaided  bjr  a  breath 
of  air  to  swell  the  canvass  with  which  we  were  provided. 

The  morning  dawned,  or  rather  burst  upon  us,  with  that  Buddenness 
of  brilliancy  so  characteristic  of  the  tropical  regions, — I  caimot  dcscrfbo 
ray  sensations.  We  were  paddling  on  a  sleeping  ocean,  miles  from 
land  ;  and  it  seemed  as  if  the  slightest  breeze  would  bury  us  in  tho 
merest  swell  of  the  sea.  No  breeze  came ;  and,  as  noon  approached, 
I  languished  for  one,  indiflerent  as  to  consequences.  The  oppressive 
influence  of  a  vertical  sun,  falling  on  my  nnproMcted  head,  was  tntot- 
erable  ;  and  to  add  to  the  unpleasantness  of  my  fcclijigs,  our  *  noble 
captain,'  in  the  action  of  shiflhig  his  position  in  the  bottom  of  tho 
canoe,  urtually  perilled  our  safety  !  so  rrnil,  so  fragile  was  the  accom- 
modation which  his  hair-brained  economy  hud  provided.  *  Thinks  I 
t9  myselA*  the  next  time  I  embark  on  an  expedition  of  this  kind,  I  will 
ezensise  a  litUe  more  precaution.  We  arrived  at  our  port  of  destina- 
tion, however,  in  safety* 

It  Pono  Bello,  on  a  first  acquaintance,  impressed  me  so  unfavoor- 
ably,  what  sliall  I  say  of  Chagres  ?  On  doubling  thehisib  and  jutting 
promontory  at  the  base  of  which  the  town  is  situated,  you  are,  iu  a 
very  few  minutes,  at  the  anchorage  opposiic.  Impatient  to  despatch, 
we  arranged  immediately  for  a  canoe  to  ascend  the  river  Chagres ; 
having  boarded  a  vessel  Irom  Jamaica,  where  the  dumer  was  just 
iaady,-<"We  are  not  in  die  habit  of  declining  cordial  invitatk>ns.  I 
now  began  to  look  about  me.  "What  a  prospect !  A  few  wretched 
hovels  constructed  of  reeds,  and  indiscriminatelv  located  on  a  low 
marshy  plain — no  wharf — no  street — no  any  thing,  indicative  cither  of 
commerce  or  intelligence:  no  human  beings,  except  negroes,  mu- 
lattoes,  and  mestiaoes.  I  fek  extremely  gloomy.  What  was  I  le  ex*  ' 
pectasi  prootededt 

**Neany  all  the  heoses  are  built  of  eaiie,and  thatched ;  most  of 
thasaie  witheutaqr  fleering  but  the  bate  eaitb.  AU  that  I  had  em 
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heard  oi'  Uie  unliealdiute&s  oi  ihese  regions  seemed  ati  ii  marked  on  a 
nap  Mm  in«.    Deprived  to  •  greet  meeme  of  the  eee-lweezet 

wim  a  soil  of  such  fecundity  that  the  saying  is  common,  *  put  a  plam 
iafeitedly  in  the  earth  and  it  will  grow  with  rain  in  its  season  burst- 
^  ing  in  torrents,  a  vortical  sim  almost  instantly  succeeding,  shedding  its 
scorchin;^  rays,  and  deeoniposiiig  ihe  vegetation  M'hich  tlie  ratti  had 
prostrated ;  poisonous  miasmata,  deleterious  gases,  and  ten  thousand 
noxious  ezhalatkms;  with  all  these  legibly  writtea,  as  it  were,  upon 
the  very  laee  of  the  prospect,  how  cc^d  I  prevent  the  iotmiion  of 
mental  images  coanecied  with  pestilence  aad  death !  On  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  amid  the  plantains,  and  nn  iinpofipjr  ihle  forfst  of 
dwarfish  tro€s,  the  stately  cocoanut  towm  d  at  micrvab,  imp  u tin^f  an 
oriental  beauty  to  tlie  landscape,  even  as  does  Uie  lofty  paini,  wiucii  it 
resembles*  I  gaxed  in^sorrow,  aiid  with  mdatieholy  forebodiagsw  The 
last  wonls  oar  ftiend  Oaviata  H.  said  to  lae  on  parting,  werSv  *  Take 
care,  my  boy,  that  you  do  not  lay  your  head  nndel:  one  of  the  coeoa« 
ntit-trces.'  To  t!ir  in  <;nr!i  a  p]nrr !  It  appeared  to  me  tl:r\t  a  Otpsar 
could  not  )iave  iiuliil<^cd  the  contemplation  without  a  shudder!  This 
place  IS  situated  m  lat.  9°  20'  north,  long.  80^  30  west.  At  least  so  I 
was  informed }  I  merely  mention  it  because  you  charged  me  to  bo  par* 
tienlar  with  lespeet  lo  loeatioiie.  It  is  the  sitnatioii  of  Fort  San  Lo- 
renzo, which  siatula  on  a  steq»  roefc  on  the  east  side  of  the  tiver»  near 
the  seashore. 

♦*All  things  being  in  readiness,  we  embarked  in  a  canoe,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Chairres.  Thi:*  nvcr  was  formerly  called  Lajrnrtos, 
from  the  number  of  alligators  which  infested  iu  It  is  navigable  iur 
seaF^essels  only  a  short  distance ;  bat  for  boats  down  stream  it  is  Iho 
channel  of  commerce  between  the  two  oceans.  It  rises  on  the  ninth 
parallel  of  north  latitude,  in  the  mountains  near  Cruces,  between  the 
bay  of  Panama  on  the  Pacific  side  and  Point  St.  Bias  on  the  Atlantic 
side  of  the  isthmus,  which  here  runs  pearly  north-east  and  south-west. 
From  its  source  llie  Chagres  flows  westwanlly  about  sixty  miles,  then 
torus  to  the  north  for  thirty  miles,  which  brings  it  to  the  point  of  oiur 
embarfcation,  where  it  falls  into  the  Caribbean  Sea.  I  was  aware  that 
the  passage  of  this  river  was  obstructed  by  the  trunks  of  trees  which 
had  fallfu  into  it ;  and  also  by  swift  currents  over  the  shallows;  and 
C<msequenlly  did  not  anfifMpntc  much  pleasure  in  the  oxrnr«:ion. 

**  The  canoe  was  managed  by  four  negroes,  desiiiuie  even  ol  a  lig- 
leaf  to  cover  them.  Our  accommodations  consisted  of  a  cabin,  in 
which  it  was  impossible  to  torn  rotnsd,  and  which  was  formed  of  hides 
spread  OTer  bended  poles,  somewhat  after  the  fashion  of  onr  Yankee 
wagons.  We  had  provided  a  tolerable  stock  of  provisions,  and  thus 
we  fommenccd  our  voyage  toicards  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Tho  nscent 
of  t)ic  ('ha;.'rcs  proved  as  uninterestinpf  as  it  w:\^--  !r<]ious.  The  mon- 
keys chattered  at  us  as  we  passed  them,  and  ilie  wiid  beasts  looked  as 
if  they  wished  to  eat  as.  We  kept  on,  however,  and  alker  pioeeeding 
about  fifteen  ndlest  huuled  at  a  small  towo»  located  <m  a  bank  a  nmnber 
of  feet  in  height;  and  which  presented  an  appearance  of  cleanliness  not 
fomid  in  ('h:i'jrcs.  We  passed  a  number  of  rapid-*  as  we  ntlvanred  ; 
and  in  one  instance  the  canoe  capsized,  and  my  enure  wardrobe  was 
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/  M       ttMt  otiifortaU}r  satmnted  wUh  Andean  tens. — thought  of 

libe  negro  on  the  rock  at  Porto  Bello.  The  evident  wretchedness,  and 
the  equally  wpparent  h:ij>piiir->s  of  the  natives  we  encountert^d— pardoii 
tlM  paradox — i  vvUi  out  utieuipi  to  deticribe.  Kvery  thing  W  ita  no  per* 
lecUy  novel  that  I  ahouici  ran  loio  meonaiMit  pnmiy, 

*■  Cmcea,' where  we  finally  landed,  ia  abom  aeventy  milea  fnm 
Chagres,  and  at  llie  head  of  navigation.  It  is  only  about  twenty  milea 
from  Panama,  comprising  the  whole  distnnrp  of  portHire  ^vhich  exists 
between  the  two  o<  cans.*  It  is  distinguished  by  no  features  that  will 
warrant  a  dcscnpuoii.  The  mules  were  immediately  ordered,  and  alter 
two  nr  three  John  Gilpin  capers,  to  the  delight  of  the  aaaembled  town, 
wludi  waa  nfiaeeaaioiiMd  lo  be  witefaed  bjeneh  ^noUe  bonemaBahip,* 
angiiee^  aialnlH|ii  I  gained  the  Panama  Road.  Once  entered,  there  was 
no  diverging,  and.  :is  T  h:id  nothing:  to  dn  hnt  to  let  the  mule  pick  bin 
*  way,  I  displayed  great  mastery  m  my  management. 

I  was  on  the  road  made  by  Pizarro,  wliea  the  uooiKenduig  Incas 
were  to  be  made  his  victims.  What  will  not  ambition  and  the  lust  of 
Mid  aeeooapliab !  Itknowmnalatoof  great  dUa|Ndatioii«owiBg  lo 
ttie  heavy  raina*  which,  roahiog  in  toimta  nom  tho  mountains,  have,  in 
the  lapse  of  years,  piled  np  the  pnvcmrnt,  nnd  formed  dclilcs  which 
are  almost  impassable  except  by  ii  mule  or  a  negro,  in  lite  netglibour- 
hood  of  some  of  tlie  savannas,  however,  abundant  evidence  exists  to 
show  that  it  was  a  work  of  great  labour  and  finish,  worthy  of  the  per* 
aefef anee  asd  enterprae  of  that  lapaoiona  ehiai* 

Wo'  were  coodoelad,  I  can  baidly  say  aeeonipaaie^  by  a  gwdot 
who  bore  a  wallet  containing  our  refreshments.  The  journey  waa 
more  than  half-completed — (we  could  not  average  more  than  three  miles 
an  hour) — and  1  had  seen  our  guide  but  once.  Poor  Rancho  Panza 
never  tsii  a  more  serious  yearaiug  of  the  bowels  than  i  iiow  expe- 
iMMod;  nor  waa  be  tecompaBiad  fay  a  more  indiflTeraot,  pMegmatie, 
mui'semnmi  Qoixote  than  my  friend  the  capuin.  He  attempted  lo 
eomfort  and  em^nrage  me,  by  stating  that  we  should  not  see  the  guide 
again  until  we  reached  our  place  of  destinatloti.  I  was  fanii><hpd,  and 
thirsty,  and  despairing,  and  thinking  of  the  cold  fowls  I  had  svcn  cuicu 
i^pcmthe  stage,  and  tiie  hot  ones  1  had  helped  deiuoiudi  at  iSibio  s,  when 
we  broke  upon  quite  an  extensive  savanna. 

Judge  of  my  delight  on  befaolduig  our  daikey  quietly  seated  beaide 
e  limpiiig,  gmglmg,  porlieg  (I  was  eo  enraptured  that  I  could  lavish 
every  aqueous  epithet  upon  it)  brook.  Our  meal  was  not  d  la  four' 
chette,  though  our  carving  w;is  sumin-irv.  Of  a  nicely  roastf-fl  rlucken 
I  merely  took  a  leg  and  a  win[;  in  toy  ;  the  captain  daio.  Then 
came  ihe  tug  of  war.  A  tnoiaetit,  and  it  was  decided  ^  neither  party 
wia  finqnbhed,  but  all  eagerly  revelled  in  the  apoila.  Never  belbie 
eodd  I  AiUy  eomptehand  tlw  term  hucury ;  but  as  the  last  libation  of 
claret  closed  the  mafooniiig  repeat,  I  Mt  that  it  muat  heve  been  the 
aectar  of  Jove. 

*  We  km  ftoai  llw  EnrjrrtorwAs  AmeriranM.  itmt  h  ha*  bMii  Mpwmwii  IhM  "IMfli  wiMi 
Mrtt  hi  UMriMtie  i» aboot  thincMt  Cert  hkfhrr  tiMO  m  tlw  Atlantic ;  M tliSI  H iali^iy*ewlr«»l 

«f  Ibe  Pacitk  w  Hir  mine  with  ihiU  of  Ihe  Atlantic,  and  at  low  tide  ta  afttmil  thrt^ltyw;  Th—e 
cirramManem  ImJurad  ili«  CMarobian  aovrrumeni  to  poncnvr  the  plan  of  a  raaal  AMI  f^MWMI  m 
PuartM  Veto,  ao  Ihe  Atlantic  mdi-.  ««hii  li  hnn  .1  \nr^f  an.l  '.'i-iiit  harbour,  aud  la  diiCaol  |9  mUm 
K.N.  W,  iVam  Paoanu.    A  ra<lnxMl  brtwmi  ihie  twwrui^-*  ta  alrrjdy  (n  feagfvm. 
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**  Pur:iuiag  our  journey  iny  atieution  was  called  by  tiie  captain  to  an 
wiPiMniK  awycai  wfakh  w—  efMsing  nnr  path,  i  §m  nidt  liwjliil  if 
IB.  His  length  nutt  km  kem  fnm  twdra  lofiikeeo  fiMd  Tlw  fecl> 

ings  he  excited  were  those  of  a  mun  on  a  precipice^  infatuated  to  plunge 
rit  I  tli.'^  nhy*---,  T  could  scarcely  retain  my  seat  on  the  mrAo.  A  ^rn- 
saiton  new  and  collapsed  pervaded  inc.  li  was  but  for  n  moinent,  and 
iheu  »Su  George  liimsclf  woidd  perhaps  have  been  less  upprehentiive. 

csaooi  aSkt  my  itang  wmdi  your  perasd  ifiatiBg  ta  the  topog* 
rajplqv  A«:of  the  isthmus.  Here  and  there  was  «  elearaig,  with  « 
eaae  log  edifice,  and  some  fewrtrrr^  cleared  around  it*  Bat  for 
miles  you  mi. Id  hardly  trace  a  mark  ol  civilization.  An  occasional 
cross  on  'In  roadside  indicated  llial  a  Christian  murdfr  had  been  jicr- 
pcuated  liiere  i  tiie  sight  of  which,  maugre  the  iiamral  associations  it 
caUed  fofth.  was  in  m  dugne  ivfireehia^  The  eerpeut,  the  leopard,  wd 
dMiiBoiiluy  abooadtwie;  and  bew  the  nei^roee^riietravene  the  ieth* 
mus  so  innoctToi}8ly,  manage  it,  I  cRunot  dh  inr.  I  ^ipaa  InfonBed  that 
iliey  would  transport  a  band  of  flour  the  whole  distance  on  llieir  back  ; 
and  I  thought  it  'atravellrrV  «^tory,' particularly  when  I  wns  pn^^^ing 
^ome  of  the  defiles,  which  it  appeared  to  me,  iho  sure  loot  ol  «i  umie 
akMw  oo«M  thread.  But  we  oveitook  ane  with  three  live-gaUon  demi* 
jehat  af  MufMt  atomyped  on  Mi  back,  yekiDg  hie  way  ae  naeoBconiedif- 
aad  Tiii^otDUKly  at  if  he  hove  Mo-binthen.   My  skepticism  vaaiehed. 

*' Thr  load  has  never tMiflrr^onc  repair,  although  each  traveller  and 
package  transported  pays  a  good  round  »r>.T  for  its  improvement.  One 
tlmig  perfectly  astonished  me : — in  the  ccutit.  uf  a  savanna,  where  the 
Tood  famiaclies,  caiac  to  an  anchor/ — iu  oiher  words,  there  lay^ 
fiemly  hafaoMaS,  an  anchor  il  for  a  IhMHMatde  ahip !  Hawitea»e 
there  was  tome  mexpIicaUe.  I  leamed,  howefier,that  one  of  die  Pa- 
cific squadron  had  Ir.-t  hr^r  anchor,  and  that  this  was  transported  thus 
ihr  to  her  relief,  when  the  frame  of  the  car  which  supr  TrTd  i*  nnvu 
way,  killing  some  dozen  or  fifteen  n?f^?t  in  the  crush.  Ail  siibsequeut 
attempts  to  remove  it  ^oved  ioeffectuui. 

Young  aiMl«idnnrastieas]  aniineverdidfliyhoeon  ezpeneneeat 
sMve  bonading  emotiao  than  when,  on  tmrmng  an  angle  of  the  toad» 

Ptnaiaa,  with  its  spires  and  turrctStke  estelieive  savannas,  and  die 
broad  sweep  of  the  mifrhtif  Panfc^  met  my  gaze.  '  P  : m  i T  pt- 
clannrd,  Uhou  hn'^t  rf'flrprnftd  the  isthmus!'  What  could  be  more 
^ratelulto  1^  noviii^c  ita\ei]er  than  the  view  of  an  apparently  popu- 
lem  and  w«M«regulaitod  oityt  ^ftc^r  traversing  die  dreary  and  dangesonB 
wild  of  the  istbinaa»^  and  encounteriiig  the  caooe^iffieidtiea  of  lha  m- 
n  -r  ir^js  Chagrcs.  The  veteran  trweiler  must  needs  have  partici- 
|);iicd  m  the  fer!:n:5?  which  possessed  me.  AVith  what  pleased  alacrity, 
111  which  indeed  my  mule  participated,  did  I  tlircr\d  the  cxTnf'ff' 
rauua!  With  what  a  glow  did  I  contemplate  those  spires,  persijcc- 
tttaly  henwiligin  Jha  i  i  it  rays  of  a  tropical  and  dazzling^onl—Mii 
a)> !  with  what  feefinga  of  aw«-4f  revanaee— na^  of  ■Hblinaiyidid 
i  hmk  »{Km  the  waters*j;pMl  felt  ifaai  they  presented  hi  their  .mqponae 
a  '  bourne  from  whu  h  rro  mvcRer  might  return.' 

"  ff  rtn  rrrfntnu  111  ;,i  r[tt<  .lay  were  necessary  to  estabhsh  the  Ciiristinn 
Jb»vh}  i^t  the  skepiic  who  ocatU  w^rm^L   Lei  him  yinit  fejaiga  ^rlinpnt 
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Ittliiln  go  where  hospitality  is  proveibial ;  let  him  wander  where  Area^ 
dina  beauties  rivet  him,  and  where  good  ftith  is  invariably  extended  to 

the  wavfaring  ; — antl  then  let  him  pause,  and  ask  this  question  : — *  Did 
aught  in  my  wanderings  ever  inspire  me  with  so  imich  confidence  of 
security  as  a  simple  village  spire,  rising  in  the  dim  distance  of  the 
lonely,  and  perhaps  otherwise  eheerful  landteapeT  The  answer  is 
amieipated.   No ! 

-  **  what  most  have  been  the  sensations  of  those  intrepid  and  enter- 
prising wf-n,  when  from  the  mountains  of  the  isthmus  they  for  the 
lirst  lime  behold  ilie  waters  of  ilie  immense  Pacific  !  Fancy  and 
imagination  are  fettered — in  vain  would  tliey  ponray  tlicm.  It  would 
imaMrtalise  any  pamter  who  ooidd  eofnrer  even  a  glimmettag  of  the 
CTpression  of  the  subdued  featores  of  him  who  for  the  first  time 
gazed  upon  it,  after  being  wrapt  in  wander  firom  exploring  a  vast  and 
newly  discovered  continent.  We  can  cast  our  eyes  to  liie  firmament 
when  the  bright  stars  are  coqueltisldy  winking ;  we  can  behold  the 
ming  and  setting  glory  of  tlie  great  luminary,  anud  its  gorgeous  and 
vorivalled  drapery ;  we  can  eonteroplate  the  oih  of  night  in  its  chas- 
tened loveliness^-and  feel  oor  nothingness»  and  humbly  bow  ourselvest 
as  die  creation  in  its  immsnsity  bursts  upon  our  bewildered  imagina- 
tion. But  powerful  as  aro  tlio^c  emotions,  they  ^^hrink  into  rompar- 
ative  insignificanre  compared  to  the  feelings  of  hira  who  for  the  first 
time  gazes  upon  the  waters  of  this  immense  ocean.  To  the  former 
objects  we  have  been  acenstomed  from  infoacy,  and  it  is  only  in  mo- 
nents  of  occasional  abstraction  and  meditation  that  their  snbliniity 
aflbcts  OS.  Bat  the  ocean  ever  enkindles  the  feeling.  In  its  appafoaifc 
boundless  extent,  there  is,  if  I  may  so  express  it,  a  palpabiliCy»  a  taa- 
gibility.  which  takes  the  senses  captive. 

**  My  lirst  movement,  after  dismounting  from  my  unruly  and  truly 
obstinate  mule,  was  to  seek  the  quay.  lu  twenty-four  days  after  lear* 
ing  DoteMtreet  wfaarC  in  the  city  of  New-Yoilc,  I  was  laving  in  the 
Paeifie;  and  am,  for  aught  I  know  to  the  contrary,  the  first  New- 
Yorker  that  ever  made  so  short  a  cut  to  reach  it.  I  leave  yon  to  con- 
ceive of  my  fechn-jjs,  aivl  irn-i'jininjTs,  and  romancing,  '  and  all  that 
sort  of  thing.'  1  have  sonu  recollection  of  a  vivid  description  you 
eave  me  of  the  sensauous  you  experienced  on  imdiug  yourself  for  the 
first  time  afloat  on  the  Yast  ocean,  after  playing  the  Crusoe,  and  running 
avi^  from  your  paternal  home ;  of  your  anticipations  of  discovering 
Mw  worlds  at  the  south  pole;,  of  yourfizst  smelling gnnpowder  at  the 
siege  of  Cadiz; 

*Of  Mnf  ttkm  by  ibe  insolent 
And  suld  to  ularery ;  or}»ur  ntirrpptioitlbMier, 
Asd  poftuec  in  >e«r  uat el'k  buiorjr.' 

I  say,  recollecUns  all  this,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  let  you  hoYO  a  peep  at 
the  lomantie  woimings  of  my  own  youthful  imagination,  as  you  knoir 

how  \n  appreciate  such  kind  of  feelings. 

"  Panama  is  a  wailed  city,  and  its  parapet  prf  srnts  a  front  formi- 
dable in  the  extreme.  The  ordnance  here  mounicfi  exceeds  in  caliber 
any  thing  1  have  ever  seen ;  and,  ere  the  intensely  darting  bemns  f^tho 
■mining  sun  bum  feith,  aslralt  aioand  its  bairicade  is  interesting  to 
tiie  mind,  and  inrigorating  to  the  body.   I  have  frequently  paused  ia 
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my  early  rambles,  and  fauciedt  as  I  gazed  on  die  Uireshold  of  some 
|Nrotniding  towert  that  I  saw  the  iAaaiiate  Pisam>  brandishing  his 
awotd,  wnQe  the  whole  tram  of  Kotzebne'a  and  Sheridan's  craalUm 
pwsedbefiweme  like  the  fevered  visions  of  MacbeCh.   My  rheMme 

cannot  charm  jwh  for  I  write  mider  peculiar  excilement. 

•  ••••••• 

I  am  now  in  the  guard-house.  Oh !  for  a  Latin  quotation !  I  have 
no  book  to  glean  one  from.  I  am  here  a  prisoMr,  for  failing  to  show, 
tMr  lalfaer  to  obtaiot  a  passporu  Life  has  a  clwim  it  never  tMfore  pes* 
Msaed,  for  I  was  never  before  sensible  of  holding  U  by  so  precarious 

n  tonurr.  Immured  in  n  prison,  witli  a  rouslilulion  pcruliarly  liable  tO 
the  prevailing  fever!  To  die  far  from  home — ui  a  sirangc  place— 
among  strangers,  I  had  almost  .suid  among  savages  I — to  tread  tlie 
gloomy  path  alone — unsupported,  unchecrcd  by  the  soothing  accents 
of  firieiMuhip  aod  affeetien !  I  would  qnote  Shakspeare,  but  will  not 
trespasa.  I  hare  aetoaOy  written  my  own  requiem*  Uow  did  yon  feel 

•  in  Dartmoor  prison?  I  pause  not  for  a  reply. 

•  •         •         •         •         «         •  « 

"  Once  more  I  am  free,  and  may  pursue  my  business.  I  am  qunrlered 
wuii  tiie  somewhat  celebrated  C'olond  Kirkland,  projector  of  the  canal 
to  mho  the  two  oceans*  He  is  a  very  intelligent  man,  but  doea  net 
appear  (as  I  apprehend)  to  entertain  correct  views  relative  to  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  project.  He  discards,  in  toto^  (he  idea  of  a  canal 
across  this  section  of  t!ip  isthmus.  His  location  is  easterly — com- 
mencinw  at  the  Afruio,  on  the  Caribbean,  or  Atlantic  side,  and  con- 
necting it  with  St.  Juan,  which  implies  into  lite  Pacific.  This  would 
be  an  very  well,  if  ship  navigation  were  admissible :  but  even  steam- 
•boats  would  find  it  difficult.  Humboldt  says  that  at  extraordinary 
seasons  both  rivers  have  been  conjoined,  and  thus  the  Atlantic  and  the 
Pacific  have  been  oft  imitprf.  AVliat  shall  I  sav.  v.-ho  am  fotnUv  igno- 
rant of  this  matter,  r\TrpiiM<;  that  I  cainiot  imagine  a  sinp-channel 
across  the  islhraus  impracticable  I  Far  better  were  it  to  clear  the  ob- 
almetions  of  San  Juan  Costa  Rica,  and  through  the  picttu'esque  lakes 
<sX  Grenada  and  Leon  find  our  way  to  tlie  lordly  Paeifie.  If  there  be 
not  a  ship-eliannel,  Bu  Juan  and  Grenada  will  ultimately  eoaumand  a 
preferenrp — nn  nnavnidablr  prcfcrrnrr. 

"Much  sppoulntion  has  boon  afloat  as  to  the  relative  licigli?  of  the 
two  seas.  For  my  part,  I  ran  offer  nothing  scientifically,  as  )'ou  well 
know.  I  can  and  will,  however,  modestly  suggest  that  the  regular 
trade^inds  cause  a  heaping  of  the  waters  In  the  Caribbean  areliipclago, 
from  which  emanates  the  Gulf  Stream  torrent.  The  reactioD  from  Uie 
Bay  of  IMrxirn  nn  f  the  quiet  of  the  peninsula  of  Yucatan  compared 
witli  ilio  sweep  .iround  Cripe  Antonio  and  tlie  dangerous  Cordilleras; 
the  powerful  eddy  in-shorc  from  the  point  of  Yucatan  to  St.  Martha- 
mi  «ldy  so  strong  that  our  fleet  little  bark  wiiii  diihcuUy  stemmed  it— 
all  rorabine  to  satisfy  me  that  the  water  there  is  constantly  beyond  its 
lerel.  If  it  be  80|  a  canal  cut  stiflicieBtly  deep  would  probably  be 
productive  of  the  most  astOnislBOg  consequences.  The  Bahamas  it 
wouM  not  he  necessnrv  to  cro«5s  in  our  vova«jin2 :  inHpc(i  it  wotild 

•  probably  be  impracticable ;  for  ii  tlie  water  in  the  Caribbean  be  higher 
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than  that  of  tlie  Pacific,  it  would  naturally  take  its  course  to  that 
ocean,  wearing  for  iiself  a  channel  that  might  cirectually  divide  ilie 
continent,  and  render  a  passage  to  the  Indies  as  facile,  as  safe,  mom 
jileasant,  and  nearly  as  Uriel',  at*  almost  any  other  foreign  voyage. 

I  think  a  eanal  might  be  dug  paraUd  to  tiie  liver,  aad  new  ke 
hanks  as  far  as  Cnices,  and  thence  continued  oil  the  Pizarro  Road. 
The  moitniains  l)ack  of  Paniuiia,  the  lowest  of  the  chain  of  the  Andes, 
^voukl  not,  I  think,  offer  a  lonnidahlc  barrier — tlie  road  at  pre^^t 
hall-ctrcies  the  base  of  one  of  ihein,  and  the  canal  uught  fuUuw  its 
track.  Kirkland  does  not  agree  with  me  in  my  views,  although  he 
oifBfs  aotiuiig  deekledly  io  eonfittatioii.  He  has  applied  to  Coqgwee 
ibr  a  charter,  wUh  exclusive  privileges  for  one  hnnwed  yean ;  itkBf 
object  to  llie  time,  anil  he  is  now  awaiting  an  an?;wer  from  Bolivar, 
who  by  the  last  accounis  had  triumpliauily  eatecfid  PastSb  Peni!a 
independence  is  now  considered  secure. 

**  I  did  not  mean  thus  to  attenuate.  It  must  be  my  garruUty ;  for  o» 
reviewing  the  prece dinj^,  I  find  I  have  ofierad  meray  an  admnfaratMii 
of  tfiat  which  I  conceived,  and  doubtless  oonrectly.  It  could  have 
been  fully  embraced  in  half  the  space.  It  may  reach  you,  however, 
at  a  period  when  it  will  not  be  unacceptable;  lor  at  ifiis  moment 
iluliest  correspondent  that  ever  taxed  me  would  be  welcome  in  a  closely- 
vmtten  treble  post-folio  iAndeL  Yesterday  I  accompanied  a  party  to 
mt  the  ndas  of  the  fimner  town.  We  enbaihed  In  Ae  boat  of  m 
Eflglish  achooner,  but  ahhoagh  ire  were  on  the  waters  of  the  Pmeifiet 
the  surf  was  too  tmnily  to  permit  our  landing.  The  town  was  de- 
stroyed by  an  firrliquake,  and  the  appearance  of  the  nuaa  gaveiod^ 
cation  ol'  learlul  violence. 

**Tiie  mosquitoes  here  are  very  ainioyiiig.  I  have  not  yet  prO- 
cored  a  net,  and  find  h  almost  impossible  lo  sleep.  XiOst  ni|ht,  or 
rather  this  morning,  I  was  fairly  wearied  iuto  slumber,  iato  vihich  I 
had  just  sunk  when  the  captain  alarmed  me.  '  Did  you  not  hear  it  V — 
•  Hear  what  ?'  said  1,  vexed  at  the  interruption  of  an  cnjo\  irv  tu  obtained 
through  80  auiirii  (lilhculty ;  Mhe  car  rattling  o'er  the  muiu  strpot  V — 
*No,  the  cartii4uake/ — 1  had  lieaid  and  felt  nothing,  lie  iliere 
had  been  two  very  aeveie  shocks,  and  the  thiid  woaUl  likely  prove 
more  so.  I  arose  and  went  into  the  large  hall- where  Kirkland  and  all 
m  sleeping  costume  were  assembled.    What  a  group  for  a  painter ! 

*'The  boldest  held  lus  breath  for  a  while.  Some  time  elapsed, die 
feiiock  was  not  repeated,  and  we  dispert^ed.  .lit  t  as  I  had  adjuslod 
jnysell*  for  Somuus,  I  cacpcrienced  a  slight  easy  unduiuiiuu  oi  my  couch* 
ntdofa  I  can  eooipare  oidy  to  the  gme  fodung  of  a  ofoine  by  a 
■anher,  in  witioh  Is^  her  iiifaiit  tavaUd.  It  was  the  laat  ahoek  of  ifae 
leveller  u  hose  mysterious  vishings  quail  the  stooteet  heait> 

**  1  learned  this  morning  that  the  large  square  was  completely  filled 
by  the  panic-struck  inhabitants  when  flu  sliui  k  was  frit.  They 
scarcely  ever  think  aoout  theu:  liability  U)  such  visitations,  but  whMi 
tfiqr  oooM  aw  tilled  with  dread*  And  how  cm  it  be  olherwieot 
When  ifae  *eoand  and  fan^et  earth*  loilefa  beneath  ve,  wo  gene 
upon  tfie  lofty  towers  of  o«r  vain  creation,  and  the  pride  widi  ^Mek 
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mwm  at  dte'vMMai  dMir  oHi^fif  n»ts  mwy  hkte  tiw  mangled  it." 

mains  of  our  humanitj.   In  t&  most  fearful  storm  at  sea,  with  thtt 

fraileFt  Imrk,  nnd  oo  alec  iron-bound  shore,  hope  '^vill  hover,  rmd  ex- 
eriioo  in  a  degree  divert  the  mind,  however  despairing;  but  when  the 
e.inhquake  sends  forth  its  pretnonuions,  hope  departs.  The  only 
guardian  which  remaiia  is  quiet,  humble  resignation ;  and  in  what 
iaaalilul  nlief  aha  appaaia  amid  dm  appalliiig  astmaganee  of  finr 
middespairl  | 
•*  Last  Sunday  I  took  a  walk  with  Kirkland  to  spend  an  hour  at  a 
little  villa  about  half  a  mile  from  the  gates  of  the  city.  We  were  en- 
countered by  a  sudden  shower,  and  seeking  refuge,  were  ushered  into 
a  cock-pit :  ail  was  life  and  bustle.  A  padre,  who  assisted  ai  mass, 
mmrod  ill  hia  aaMtdotel  garb,  with  a  fam  mider  hb  am,  maniTeated 
Aa  iaapaat  interest.  I  never  witneaaad  any  thing  of  the  kind  befimw 
and  assuredly  did  not  leioiee  at  tha  naeaaaiiy  1^  which  I  waa  thna 
milightened. 

**The  villa  of  which  1  spoke  is  not  onlv  bcauiifullv  but  romantically 
situated,  it  IS  oiiered  to  me  very  low,  and  i  tlmik  of  purchasing  it, 
and  despatch  the  vessel  home,  in  oidar  lo  mi  of  the  immense  ad* 
VBMagaa  whiob  at  paaam  aflhr  in  dna  mdmowii  and  mtarcsting  region. 
The  site  of  the  viUa  or  cottage  is  beaotifol,  bebg  on  the  bnnr  of  n 
gently  sloping  hill,  whieh  abruptly  terminates  at  the  basr  of  a  monr  - 
tain.  The  house  is  built  m  iih  care,  and  replete  with  convenience. 
The  groinnk  are  ferraced  to  their  tennm  iiioM,  fomiiiig  a  series  of 
at^ueducls  ur  reservuiri»,  winch  serve  io  ungate  a  soil  unsurpassed  in 
fertility.  Ob  the  left  an  arm  of  dm  bay  penetraioa  hnt  I  dunk  gulf 
the  most  appMpriate  term — for  this  arm  oif  which  I  speak  ia  in  ilaeif 
a  bay  of  imposing  magnnude,andof  more  thanimpoaingw^gnMeenee ; 
lar  when  surveying  it,  I  was  transported  home. 

"  I  was  tr.imDs  on  mir  own  magmliceni  bay — ay,  there  they  lay, 
Slaten  Island  m  protective  majesty,  Governor's  Island  in  picturesque 
prominency,  with  £llts*8  and  Bedlow'a  imbedded  at  due  distance,  only 
reposing  in  mora  qmat  beantyt  Tha  aimHitHde  ia  fully  e.;ual  to  fhiME 
wnich  yon  may  Iwm  nodeed  on  entering  the  harbour  of*  Charleston. 
The  Astlcy  and  Cooper  rivers  and  the  fort  on  the  little  sandy  island, 
together  with  the  appearance  of  ihe  quay,  are  perfectly  typical  of  New- 
York  ;  mncli  iiiOK  so,  ho\so\  cr,  flues  this  arm  of  the  bay  resemble  it. 
I  need  not  keii  yuu  vviiii  wiial  iiuerest  I  looked,  while  the  fireside 
(altlwngh  I  waa  near  the  eqoator),  by  the  talisman  of  imagination, 
greeted  my  vision,  siurrounded  by  ofaiects  never  so  dear  to  affection,  and 
certainly  never  before  so  highly  appreciated.  If  I  purchase  this  piaoCt 
I  fetir  niy  corre<<pondence  will  be  strongly  tinctmred  with  the  aenti- 
mental,  if  not  become  mawkish.  ! 

•*  There  is  much  more  that  has  struck  me  in  a  desultory  way  which 
I  would  lain  commonicate ;  bat,  fortunately  for  you,  neither  time  nor 
room  admit. 

The  population  of  Ptoama  ia  varionsly  estimated.  E  mbracing  the 
suburb??,  wliieh  are  populous,  it  is  Stated  to  be  from  10  to  30,000;  I 
think  tlie  truth  will  be  found  to  lie  between.  The  churches  are  largo 
and  handsomely  ornamented.   The  cathedral  can  comfortably  accom* 
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modate  in  ks  trea  any  thvte  of  onr  churches  which  couhl  be 
selected. 

**  The  atwete  are  paved,  and  are  remarkably  deaaiy.  It  is  a  pleasure 
to  ptonteiiade  them  in  the  ooot  of  the  day,  pertieularly  as  your  well, 
bred  nattve  invariably  extends  to  the  stranger  on  passing  the  most 
courteous  and  witlial  frrnrrful  salutation.  I  am  true  breed,  awkward, 
and  diffident,  but  anxious  to  obsen'c  aTul  roniurai  to  etiquette.  Ikuoir 
not  what  would  be  the  behaviour,  or  ratlicr  iiow  it  would  be  viewed,  ' 
of  some  of  our  countrymen  when  offering  or  receiving  the  light  of  a 
aegar  from  a  eourtly  don  or  equally  poUie  sigiior.  In  the  action  of 
tendering  and  receiving  a  se^,  simple,  even  Tulgar,  as  some  may 
consider  it,  they  add  a  charm  to  grace  itself. 

"  You  must  of  course  know  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  pl?!cf?, 
but  as  it  will  take  only  a  line  1  will  give  it :  8°  58'  north  latitude, 
longitude  79°  37'  wesu 

"  I  would  ghre  yon  an  idea  of  the  peail-fishcr}  here,  but  nmst  defer 
it.    It  is  being  extensively  earned  on,  and  is  likely  to  become  aaonroe  • 
of  wealth.   I  am  informed  that  the  pearls  obtained  here  empasa  ia 
ibrm  and  bnllinncy  the  oriental. 

"The  tide  rises  and  falls  some  twenty  fort,  and  iht?  ap]irarance  of 
the  bay  ai  high  and  low  water  vahe^i  no  much  as  euiirely  lo  change 
ita  aapeet.  Plata  whieh  tactmA  eeveral  miles  into  the  golf  are  altet'- 
nately  eovered  and  bare  at  high  and  low  water.  Vessels  eamiot  ap> 
proach  the  quay  in  consequence,  and  the  cargoes  are  discharged  at 
high  wator  in  flat-bottomed  lighters.  The  roadstead  is  exposed  to 
violent  north  winds,  but  the  anchorage  is  safe.  The  commerce  is  not 
what  it  was,  but  it  must  ultimately  be  great.  The  whole  coast  of 
California  and  St.  Bias,  abounding  in  hides,  cochineal,  and  indigo,  the 
cost  of  which  is  extremely -low,  presents  a  fine  market  for  ear  cottons, 
affording  a  profit  beyond  any  thing  in  my  commercial  experience. 
Jamaica  has  been  vastly  benefited ;  its  contiixuitv  and  its  colnnial  farili- 
ties  ?!ve  it  important  pjlvnntn<jcs.  The  English  have  fiillv  availed 
themselves  of  the  opportunities  lor  advantageous  commerce  which  have 
ccciu'red  along  the  whole  line  of  this  almost  boundless  coast.  We 
liowever  ate  likely  to  participate,  and  largely.  An  immense  fortune 
to  your  humble  servant  ia  within  reach,  if  mvoored  with  health. 

I  wUl  addieea  yon  again  ere  I  leave,  and  without  requesting  any 
extension  of  courtesy  to  this  imperfect  epiatle,  I  am  most  truly  yaura» 

''John  J.  Adams.** 
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CHAPTER  iX,^ 

8amiid«  of  dw  CiiIIm  of  Gdho,  by  QtnmA  RodU,  to  «lw  Pittriett  Dtmdfel 

£flecta  of  the  Siege—General  Quintiinilla  nurrrndf  rs  the  Island  of  Chiloe — Visit 
the  Ruins  of  PaehamcamaCf  a  manuficent  Temple  of  the  San — Homeward- 
bound — Strait  of  Magellan — ^Two  fixeonioiu  into  the  Interior — ^Entertmned 
by  a  Tribe  of  Patagomans — Their  Stature  and  Hospitality — Human  Skeletons 
of  a  gigantic  Size — ^Touch  nt  the  Falkland  Iiltndt  A  jhiilieaa  Search  foi  lalaod 
Crande — ^Arrive  at  New- York. 

Jul*  as      were  entering  the  roadstead  of  ChoiiOoii,  on  tlie  24tk 

of  January,  1826,  Callao  and  its  rastles,  which  had  hrrn  so  long  nnd 
so  desperately  defended  by  the  gallant  Rodii,  were  surrendered  to  the 
patriots  by  capitulation.  The  Spanish  flag  had  given  place  to  that  of 
the  Peruvian  repubhc ;  the  gates  were  thrown  open,  salutes  were  fired, 
and  vrery  tbing  betokened  triumph  apd  njoicing  on  the  pert  of  the 
|iaufpts.  Not  flp  with  the  skeleton  of  a  gairiaon  which  marched  out 
liis'^riscmera  of  war,  although  the  terms  of  capitulation  which  their 
gallant  rommander  obtained  for  iheni  were  highly  favourable.  Only 
throe  hundred  shadows  of  men  remained  of  iliree  thousand  who  occu- 
pied the  fortress  a  short  time  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the 
blockade.  They  were  eonquered  by  famine  alone,  and  displayed 
through  the  whole  siege  a  Spartan-like  heroism  worthy  of  a  better  cause* 

I  have  already  stated  that  the  independence  of  tipper  and  Lower 
Pern  hnd  been  acromplished  by  the  dorisivf  viffory  of  Avrtnicho.  the 
result  of  a  desperate  battle  which  was  Ibught  on  the  9th  of  Deccrjiltcr, 
1824.  Genera]  Kodil,  who  commanded  the  castles  of  Callao,  it  will 
be  ncdleetedi  vefbsed  to  soifender  according  to  the  articles  of  capitu- 
'laltOD,  bat  obstinately  defended  them  for  upwards  of  a  year.  Being 
well  supplied  with  stores  and  ammunition,  he  rejected  erery  proposal 
for  stirif'tidpr,  and  tlie  place  continued  to  be  closely  invested  by  sea 
and  land,  and  was  declared *by  proclamation  to  be  in  a  state  of  rigorous 
blockade  when  I  entered  it  in  the  Tartar,  as  mentioned  in  Chapter  HI. 
I  In  the  mean  time  all  th^ foreign  shipping  on  the  coast  sustauied  much 
inconvenience  Ibr  the  want  of  the  fine  bay  of  Callso;  being  obliged 
daring  the  continuance  of  the  siege  to  discliarge  their  cargoes  in  the- 
open  roadstead  of  Chorillos,  a  few  miles  farther  south.  Offers  of 
mediaiioii,  therefore,  were  madf  hv  the  offirers  of  the  British  squadron 
on  tlie  station,  but  lo  no  piiqwse.  Hodil  still  persisted  in  maintaining 
the  castles  without  any  possible  benehi  to  his  country.  The  Peruvians 
were  therefore  obliged  atiU  to  keep  up  a  large  force  before  Callao,  at 
an  immense  expense,  assisted  by  a  Chflian  and  Colombian  squadron. 

At  leneth,  after  sustaining  a  rigorous  siege  for  more  than  a  year,  and 
being  reduced  to  absolute  faminr,  Rodil  was  compelled  to  capitulate 
to  the  Colombian  forces,  comman^ied  by  General  S;ilon,  who  had  been 
asaistiiig  tlie  Peruvians  in  driving  the  troops  of  Old  iSpain  from  tlio 
eeontry.  At  the  time  of  surrender  Callao  was  literally  in  a  state  oC 
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rnis,  presenUng  the  most  horrid  spectacle  I  ever  belicld.  A  great  pa.rt 
of  ihf*  town  was  levelled  to  the  sjround,  and  every  house  left  staridiiig 
was  mure  or  less  injured.  Unburied  dead  bodies  of  tho^e  who  perished 
by  famine  or  by  gun-shots  were  found  in  the  houses,  and  lay  scattered 
abom  the  streets. 

Among  the  persons  of  note  who  perished  here  were  the  Marqiais 
of  Torre  Tagle  sod  oeariy  all  the  members  of  his  nmnerous  family. 
He  had  nbrjndoned  the  republican  cause,  and  look  refuge  in  Callao. 
While  prt'stdeijt  of  Peni  the  government  had  presented  to  him  a  medal 
valued  at  Uiirly  thousand  dollaxs ;  and  lIus  lie  iiad  otTered  to  liodil, 
dwiaf  tbe  siegt,  f»r&  hitf  hanel  of  beef  and  a  smsU  ^nmkjrof  ore! 
The  sufferings  of  the  besieged  can  scarcely  be  cooestvea.  The  horses 
and  mules  which  they  were  compelled  to  kill  to  prevent  their  dying 
of  starvation  were  sold  fo  the  inh^diitauts  at  the  ennnnou'^  prire  of 
seventeen  dollars  a  puuiid.  A  ^liigle  fowl  has  sold  lor  tijjiUy  dollars, 
and  ftliip-biscuit  ai  eigiii  dollars  a  piece.  At  tiie  time  of  the  surrender 
llMie  was  Miadogoraealtobe  ibund  m  ik&  plaee;  all  had  hem 
ooM  hf  Ibe  jnlibtmms,  wiik  as  laaaf  fats  as  tbe^r  could  cateh.  Ai 
the  commencement  of  the  siege  there  were  fifteen  htmdred  troops  in 
the  rastles,  and  four  thousand  fire  hundred  inhubitant"?  in  the  town^-  /R.  "> 
the  burieuder  there  were  but  three  hundred  lruopi»  mid  live  hu*._mi~ 
inhabitautd.  I'hus  oui  ui  si2l  iliounaud  souls  Uiere  were  but  eight 
MVMirSQ  MRI 

This  event  was  the  extinction  of  the  power  of  OM  flpeia  an  the 

csaiinent  of  America.    The  flag  of  Ferdinand  now  m  hMlgsr  floated 

over  one  solitary  spot  between  the  Sabine  River  and  Cape  Horn.  The 
island  of  Chiloe,  as  T  afterward  learned,  had  surrentlcred  ten  days 
previous,  after  having  been  obstinately  defended  by  the  gaiiaut  General 
QuialamUai  whose  meadlv  and  hoepitaUo  anwrtwns  lendered  myntk 
ta  San  Gavlge  so  agreeablB»  in  ^  month  of  Nofonber,  1824,  as  mea- 
tionsd  in  Chaplsr  II.  An  expeditaott  nuier  the  coamand  of  Don  Simon 
Freire,  snpreme  direrrnr  of  Chili,  succeeded  in  this  enterprise  after  a 
skirmish  iii  winch  iiiey  lost  sixteen  killed  and  seventy-cff^ht  woundetf. 
When  first  sumraoued  to  surrender,  the  Spanish  general  made  the  fol- 
lowing charaetiiisiie  leply: 

•*  GovernmciU  oj'  Chiloe.. 
**I  know  of  no  reason  that  ought  to  oblige  me  to  fail  m  thai  duty 
which  I  owe  to  my  king,  the  army,  and  inhabitants  of  this  province, 
who  desire,  as  I  do,  an  opportunity  of  showuig,  fi»r  the  lAtW  time,  to 
the  army  of  Chili,  that  its  attempts  to  subjugate  us  are  vain,  and  there- 
fore your  cxceUeacy  may  spare  menaces  which  yon  are  in  no  condition 

to  fulhi. 

*'  God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

Uead-qwtrlers  de  Sm  Carlos  de  Chiloe^  /mi.  11,  1820/* 

'k  9mr  days,  howsMiv  ooifiiiced  lUs  IbiAftl  servam  of  Ferdinand 
ll  wwdd  be  a  ueeleee  wasto  of  Kvee  and  jnoperty  to  bold  ooi 
i«iinil8ioh  »  diepwi^  of  Ibioa:  ho  tlmeftro  aeeeded  toftameof 
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capitulation,  and  delivered  to  the  patriots  the  batteries,  cannon,  arms, 
4lc  Thus  was  the  fuushtng  stroke  given  to  the  fabric  of  South 
Amonean  independence,  feared  at  the  expense  of  so  nraeh  suirenng, 
blood,  and  treasure.  May  the  people  prore  irofthy  of  the  bleaainf 
which  their  valour  has  achieved. 

Great  rejoicings  took  placp  in  Lima  on  the  day  that  Callao  surren- 
•  dered.  I  visited  the  city  on  the  following  day,  and  saw  the  royal 
troops,  *'  the  hardy  gleanings  of  many  a  hapless  fight,"  as  they  marched 
diroagh  the  town. .  They  were  eertamiy  the  most  miserable,  emaciated- 
looloBg  BMa  tint  ny  eyes  had  ever  beheld.  Tlieir  appearance  drew 
many  tears  of  ayapatky  ftom  the  bright  eyea  of  the  ftir  repnblicaii 
ladies  of  Lima. 

J    I  called  on  Mr.  Whitmorc,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  who  was  at  that  time 
'  a  commission  merchant  in  Lima,  who  made  me  acquainted  witli  the 
,  foregoing  partienlam.  I  hafo  latdy  imdeiatood  that  this  wordiy  man 
haa  lelBnied  to  the  United  Slates  with  an  ample  foitone.   I  can  only 
say  that  he  ridily  desenres  it,  and  may  he  lire  to  enjoy  ereiy  blessing 
that  honour,  virtue,  and  wealth  can  bestow. 

My  friend  Mr.  Whiimore  told  me  several  anecdotes  respecting  the 
irregidarities  of  the  ecclesiastics  in  Lima  and  other  cities  of  Peru, 
which  tended  to  confirm  a  prerious  impression  I  had  entertained  not 
voy  favourable  to  soom  individaala  of  uiat  order.* 

tebruary  1st. — On  Wednesday,  the  1st  day  of  Febraary,  we  foimd 
ourselves  in  readiness  to  put  once  more  to  sea  ;  and  accordingly,  at  six, 
P.  M.,  we  got  under  way,  and  steered  for  the  Pachamcamac  Islands, 
which  lie  in  latitude  12**  24'  S.,  between  one  mile  and  a  half  and  two 
miles  off-shore.  These  are  seYcral  small  islands  or  rocks,  ranging  in 
a  line,  and  extending  aboot  two  miles  and  alialf  neuly  north-west  and 
somh-east.  They  are  separated  from  each  other  by  narrow  channelat 
which  have  from  fifteen  to  five  fathoms  of  water ;  while  close  to  them 
on  the  nortli  tliere  is  a  depth  of  thirty-five  fathoms.  Opposite  these 
islands  is  the  small  village  of  Lurin,  and  a  little  beyond  it  the  beautiful 
and  luxuriant  valley  of  Pachamcamac,  celebrated  for  its  pleasantness 
and  fertility,  and  still  more  for  a  magnificent  temple  of  the  sun,  built 
by  the  ineaa  to  the  honoor  of  their  i&ty,  the  nuns  of  which  are  still 
standing. 

The  Temple  of  Pachamcamac,  which  is  the  name  of  ilic  Peruvian 
god,  was  the  most  costly  and  magnificent  religious  edifice  in  the  whole 
country.   It  contained  a  golden  image,  representing,  according  to  their 


•  On  ihe  ITth  oi  Februan,  \'^x2.  a  IVruvinii  ea/eiie,  called  the  *'  Mfratrh  Prrtimuo:'  publiihed 
ihc  ftUlowinc  ordoiinaoce  ol  ilic  covrriiinciu,  which  will  show  Ihe  manner  in  wli,.  h  ilu-  sujimne 
•UtlioriUew  deal  wiih  reft-ar lorj  pnc  -u^  m  ihc  <  iiy  of  Lima.  It  in  altw  curious  an  an  illustration  of 
^  0  MM*  of  Mcietv  in  Peru. 

"  n^ruary  17r*.— Thr  ftailowing  orvJonnance  wa»  iseaed  from  Ihe  forenunent  otAce  on  ihc  lOth 
in«tani.  to  M  I.  Vidaurre,  the  erclnnastical  govarnor  of  the  dtotiict : — 

•  8etK>r— llie  government  bM  been  ariHUliied  at  flndiof  that  the  roamben  of  tlM  relifioo* 
bratberbood  are  abroad  at  aU  boon  of  the  night,  asd  llMt  a  emialdenible  nmnber  evM  akm  o«l  of 
their  cloiww,  aod  ooutiMly  bank*  UMOMervw  to  gHHinff  and  other  impropar  hown.  The  far- 
rnunett  MidM  llM*  MMtflL  wbMl  Uwy  know  to  be  merely  the  acta  of  imlividuala,  will  atUl 
ftT>  tm  ID  ^mt  iSiartWi  I— sniwe— tot  tli  n  1 1  mwi  <l  IsmSHim  nikii  Iwwra  ba«  lafcliihai 


m  aM  leamlnf ;  aad  h  Imb  aaaarttoily  raaeiTad  lo 


■  lifrtMln  wkkk  alNll  teM  aay  paraon  in  a  rallcioM 
^ShSS\IiuS!x^i^'  tyi^taatty 
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notions,  the  Creator  of  the  universe,  surrounded  by  a  dazzling  glon  , 
like  the  rays  of  the  sun.  This  idol  was  held  ill  such  great  veoeraiion 
that  no  human  eye  except  the  priests*  was  suffered  to  behold  it.  Even 
the  kings  dand  not  look  upon  it,  but  entered  the  temple  with  their 
backs  towards  the  altar,  and  came  out  again  withoot  daring  to  tain 
about 

Pizarro  derived  great  riches  from  the  Temple  of  Parhnmcumar,  to 
the  amount  of  nine  hundred  ihouband  ducalii,  altliough  four  hundred 
Indians  had  taken  away  as  much  as  they  could  carry,  and  the  Spanish 
soldiers  hsd  piUsged  it  before  ho  came*  The  ruins  which  still  remain 
giro  a  splen  liil  idea  of  its  original  magnificence ;  and  from  their  appear- 
ance I  should  infer  that  the  temple  liad  once  been  joined  to  the  palace 
of  an  inca,  and  also  to  a  kind  of  fortress,  ronnprtcd  together  80  as  to 
form  one  building  full  half  a  league  in  circumference. 

Fe&ruar^  QiL — After  examining  all  tlie  islands  on  this  part  of  the 
eoast,  I  annooneed  to  way  faithful  erew  that  we  ahonld  now  stoer  for 
home,  by  the  way  of  Magellan*s  Strait  and  the  Falkland  Ulande*  This 
rnformatton  lighted  up  n  smile  of  cheerfulness  on  every  countenance. 
This  was  on  Monday,  the  6th  of  February :  the  wratlier  wns  pleasant, 
and  the  wind  blew  from  south-south-east.  Wc  shaped  our  course  lo 
the  souLli  and  west,  and  continued  steering  in  that  direction,  with  fine 
lireeaes  from  eondMontb-eaat,  for  twelve  days,  when  we  found  our- 
aelves  in  latitude  3 1  °  4'  S.,  long.  87^  8' W. ;  when  we  took  calms,  and 
light  variable  winds,  ^vlli(•h  lasted  for  two  days :  after  which  we  took 
strong  breezes  from  south-south-east  to  west,  with  occasional  fonl 
weather  and  squalls ;  and  these  attended  us  until  we  amvod  at  the 
western  entrance  of  the  Strait  of  Magellan,  wliich  was  on  Saturday, 
March  the  4th,  1836. 

March  SlA.— On  die  following  day,  at  7,  P.  M.,  we  came  to  an- 
chor in  a  small  bay,  about  five  miles  to  the  north-east  of  Cape  Froward, 
in  four  fathoms  of  water,  clay  bottom,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off- 
shore. At  this  place  wc  lav  several  days,  filling  our  water-casks, 
taking  on  board  u  supply  of  wood,  making  a  new  foreyardand  bending 
it  aloffci  and  attending  to  other  necessaiy  matters. 

lb  the  mean  time,  I  embraced  this  opportunity  of  making  another 
excursion  into  the  interior,  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  that  part  of  the 
coTintry,  and  *?atisfyin?  mvself  further  as  to  its  natur,i1  productions.  I 
was  accompiiiiicd  on  this  occasion  bv  the  same  iiiiilliii;oiit  and  worthy 
young  men  who  attended  me  m  my  iormcr  excursion,  as  mentioned  in 
the  previous  voyage,  viz.  Messrs.  Charles  and  William  Cox  and  John 
Simons.  We  proceeded  in  a  north-west  eourse,  as  nearly  as  the  nne- 
€(a9l  face  of  the  country  would  permit,  and  penetrated  far  hllo  the  bile* 
nor,  along  tlie  base  of  the  Southern  Andes. 

I  regret  that  1  cannot  c'ne  the  particulars  of  this  excursion  in  detail, 
as  my  minutes  were  unfortunately  lost.  Let  it  suffice,  tlierefore,  that 
wc  were  absent  four  days,  during  which  period  we  discovered  several 
smimal  and  vegetable  produetions  which  had  escaped  our  observation 
4m  the  former  occasion.  We  examined  sereral  species  of  timber,  the 
names  and  qualities  of  which  were  unknown  to  ns,  but  which  exhibit pd 
aooioor,  texture,  and  grain  admirably  adapted  to  elegant  cabinet-work* 
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Wc  also  encountered  great  numbers  of  guanacoes,  but  tliey  were  very' 
thy.  Our  attention,  liowcver,  was  principally  cngrosM-d  by  inineraio, 
with  winch,  I  am  couvinccii^  these  unexplored  regiou:i  abound.  1  saw 
the  nxMt  vneqiuToeal  indigationB  of  copper,  leail,  and  imot  of  which  I 
brought  home  aefvral  spceimeiia  that  were  examineH  by  acme  of  our 
jnoat  scientific  men,  who  proDouiieed  them  to  be  equal  to  aay  they  had 
ever  beheld. 

When  we  were  about  forty  miles  inland,  m  a  norlh-wesi  direcuon, 
we  came  to  a  perpendicular  cUh,  about  one  iiundred  feet  in  height,  from 
which  a  mass  of  earth  and  rack  had  been  detached  to  the  height  of 
about  eeTenty-fire  feet,  leaving  a  atratum  of  oyaiereheUe,  cemented  into 
a  aolid  body,  and  completely  petrified.  With  conaiderahle  difficulty, 
and  some  smnll  haznrd,  I  prornred  a  small  portion  of  this  petrified 
mass,  which  1  brought  awLiy  wiih  me,  being;  only  Iiait  a  shell,  and 
weigluii^i;  four  pounds  and  two  ounces.  This  ciiii  was  at  lea&t  fotu: 
thousand  leet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

JHorcA  9lA.-<-Qn  oar  return  to  the  Tartar  we  foond  her  eom{kletely 
ready  for  aea,  ao  diligently  had  the  crew  laboured  during  oor  abaence, 
under  the  direction  and  superintendence  of  that  woitby  officer  Mr.  John 
Nichnh,  of  Salem  (Massachusetts^,  who  now  commands  a  ship  in  the 
Kast  India  trade,  as  he  has  done  for  several  years  past.  I  took  tiiis 
young  man  from  before  the  mast,  and  made  an  officer  of  him,  because 
his  intelligence,  fidelity,  and  imiform  flnod  conduct  had  convinced  me 
that  aiH^  a  atep  would  render  hun  atill  more  naelul,  and  place  binf  in 
a  aphere  more  suitable  to  his  talents.  I  was  not  deceived  in  my  judg- 
ment, and  he  came  home  first  officer  of  the  Tartar.  He  then  went  to 
Salem  to  see  his  friends,  and  there  he  found  a  "  friend  indeed*^  in  Na- 
thaniel Silsby.  Esq.,  of  that  place,  who  has  been  for  many  years  a 
senator  ibr  the  biate  ol  Ma^isachusetts.  This  enlightened  statesman 
tnd  noble  pbilantbiopiet  immediately  gave  mv  friend  Nichols  Uie  com- 
mand of  a  ship,  with  the  laudable  view  of  aiding  his  elevation  in  the 
worid,  and  extending  his  aphere  of  uaefiilness.  I  would  attempt  to  ez« 
press  iny  feelings  on  this  subject,  as  regards  Mr.  Silsby,  and  many 
ether  worthies  like  him,  with  whom  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to 
become  arf]iiaintcd  in  tho  voyage  of  life  ;  but  I  fear  that  my  unprac- 
tised pen  would  instinctively  i  on  mto  a  strain  of  adulaiiuu  that  m  niwyiys 
effenaive  to  modest  merit.  I  therefore  ahall  **let  ezpreaaive  idlenee 
apeak  their  praise.^ 

March  lOM. — On  Friday,  the  10th  of  March,  we  got  under  way  at. 
one.  P.  M.,  and  sailed  to  the  north-east,  with  a  fresh  breeze  from  west- 
i!or;fi-wes(,  and  clear  weather.  At  mne,  P.  M.,  we  anc  hored  in  front 
of  tiie  iiiver  Su  Bartholomew,  in  three  fathoms  of  water,  two  cables* 
length  from  the  western  sliore.  Here  i  again  left  the  vessel  in  charge 
of  a^  first  officer,  and  wkh  my  former  tbiee  companUma  made  an  ezi- 
cursion  into  the  interior  of  Patagonia,  aa  we  afl  had  a  longing  desire 
to  have  an  interview  with  the  nativea  befoie  we  left  the  strait,  having 
heard  and  read  so  much  of  thia  gigantic  laee,  aa  deaeribcd  by  Magal- 
hanes,  ByroJi,  and  oi!u  rs. 

I*ike  nioaii  ul  jny  contemporaries,  I  have  treated  these  accounts  in  a 
style  of  light  burlesque  or  grave  skepticism :  not  that  I  ever  doubted 
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that  these  navigators  might  have  seen  men  of  six  and  a  half,  or  even 
seven  feet  in  height ;  for  m-my  skeletons  ol  Indians  have  beau  lound 
in  the  western  states  oi'  Aurth  America  oi  a  siiii  greater  length :  but  1 
wiah  to  datamuemuoB  att  exaggerated  aeeoums  of  foreign  parts,  which 
]Mfo  a  tondeacy  M>  decor  invcotigatioa  and  cannemai  enterpriao. 
Hawkins,  for  instance,  gravely  cautions  nangatoiB  to  beware  of  the 
natives  on  tlir  ronst  of  .MagcUiui : — "  Thry  are  cruel  ami  treaHirron'^.'* 
«ays  he;  "  an(i  of  so  lofty  a  stalurp  that  seventl  voya!!;fr«!  h^ivc  called 
tliein  gianui.''  Such  gratuitous  and  unnecessary  cautions  iiave  been 
theprincipal  eMMt  Ihtt  dli.  taUnMing  regioa  ba.  iiefer  yei  been 
eowOieo* 

From  all  I  have  aecD,  heard,  and  md  Oil  the  adijeet,  I  have  no  donln 

that  the  Patagonlans  were  once  (as  some  of  them  ;!re  now),  the  tallest 
race  uf  men  in  the  world.  'I  hey  were  seen  by  M  igalhanes  and  oliiers 
a  long  time  ago,  and  there  seema  to  be  a  natural  tendency  in  all  ani- 
mated nature  to  degenerate  in  size.  Other  countries  have  at  a  ioriuer 
period  eeniaineduihabitanta  of  aa  gfgamie  a  aise  aa  that  iai|Niledlothe 
Patagonians  three  eentnriee  ago;  mit  their  deaoendams  are  now  de- 
,£!enprated  by  luxury,  refinement,  and  intpi-marnn^jcs  with  otliors  of  a 
small  stature.  The  Pataf^oiiinns,  sf  jKiraitd  from  tlie  restol  ininikiud, 
have  not  degenerated  by  luxury  or  rerincment ;  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  they  liave  from  oppression.  From  whatever  stock  they  may 
hare  descended,  they  were  doobtkss  once  existuig  under  bmhpo 
^voumble  circumstances  than  at  present.  They  have  been  driven 
from  the  souUiern  banks  of  the  La  Plata,  and  tlic  pampas  of  eternal 
verdure,  where  they  once  grazed  their  llocks  and  herds,  to  the  extreme 
>cuihern  verijc  of  the  continent,  where  they  preferred  to  starve  in  free- 
dom and  mdcpendenee,  rather  tiiaii  bticomc  slaves  to  their  remorseless 
and  nnpiincipied  invadera.  They areoow  bnt  the acatterad  firagmenta 
of  a  colosaal  fabric — the  ruins  of  a  paatoml  nation.  Though  their 
minds  have  scorned  lo  bend,  it  ia  not  auiprisios  if  their  bodies  have 
degenerated  in  stature. 

One  thing  is  certain,  as  I  can  assert  it  from  my  own  observation  nnd 
aciuai  inspection, — there  is  just  as  strong  lesiiiuony  lu  favoui'  ui  a 
fomier  gigantio  race  in  Patagonia  aa  theie  ia  in  fiivoor  of  the  foraier 
existence  in  our  own  country  of  a  race  of  animals  now  known  bv  th« 
appellation  of  mamiaoth.  We  have  the  bonea,  and  even  entire  skele- 
tons of  this  huge  creature  in  our  museums  ;  and  I  have  seen  in  tluf 
interior  of  Patagonia  the  bones  and  ennre  slvclctons  of  men  wlio,  when 
living,  must  have  measured  more  than  seven  feet  in  height.  'I'he 
toml^  or  sepulclnes  iu  which  I  found  iliem  were  covered  with  largo 
heaps  of  atonea,  probably  to  prevent  their  being  molested  by  wild  beasts. 
The  position  of  these  waa  uniformly  the  aame,  with  the  head  to  the 
east ;  and  I  sincerely  regret  that  after  tlius  violating  the  sanctity  of 
their  final  resting-place,  I  had  not  silenced  'skepticism  by  taking  pos> 
session  of  one  of  these  gigantic  skeletons,  aiul  bringing  it  to  llie  United 
'  Stales.  iSuch  an  acquisition  to  a  museum  would  be  a  very  suitable 
accompaniment  to  the  mammoth,  and  such  a  one  shall  be  eyhibiled  if 
I  ever  vieit  Patagonia  agakk 
Ob  the  preaent  oeeasioa  wa  pwceedad  inia  ibe  eeoniiy,  on  a  waai* 
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by-nortli  course,  for  about  twenty-five  miles,  travelling  over  an  undu« 
lating  soil,  well  covered  with  grass  and  small  shrubbery',  but  almost 
entirely  destitute  of  trees.  At  the  distance  just  mentioned,  we  came 
to  a  thick  and  heavy-timbered  forest,  which  we  found  it  necessary  to 
approach  with  extreme  caution,  as  it  was  evidently  tenanted  by  wild 
beasts,  some  of  whirh  we  were  aware,  by  certain  unequivocal  indica- 
tions, were  not  of  llie  most  hunb-like  jjropensities.  'I'he  tracks  of  lions 
and  tigers  were  easily  distinguished ;  and  we  saw  a  great  number  of 
foxes,  deer,  hares,  guaiiacocs,  nutrias,  horses,  and  a  few  black-cattle. 
Ostriches  were  numerous,  and  every  tree  aflbrded  lodgment  to  various 
kinds  of  birds,  of  exquisite  plumap^e,  some  of  which  were  pouring  forth 
strains  of  the  sweetest  sylvan  melody. 

Lead  and  copper  ore  we  found  in  considerable  quantities  lying  upon 
the  surface  of  the  earth,  having  been  broken  off  from  the  projecting 
cliffs  which  overhung  the  beautiful  valleys  through  which  we  passed. 
Petrified  oyster-shells  also  presented  Uiemselves  in  the  sides  of  several 
precipitous  rocks,  at  a  considerable  distance  above  their  base. 

But  the  most  interesting  incident  of  our  excursion  was  an  interview 
with  the  natives,  who  treated  us  in  the  most  friendly  and  hospitable 
manner,  although  it  was  with  extreme  tUfficidiy  that  we  could  make 
them  understand  our  meaning  on  any  subject.  As  usual,  they  were  all 
on  horseback,  men,  women,  and  children,  at  the  time  we  fell  in  with 
them,  with  large  droves  of  guanacoes  under  their  care ;  but  they  soon 
dismounted,  and  made  preparations  for  a  repast,  of  which  they  invited 
us  to  partake.  One  of  their  number,  who  appeared  very  expert  in  the 
double  office  of  butciicr  and  cook,  killed  a  line  fat  guanaco,  and  after 
dressing  it  in  suitable  manner,  roasted  it  by  a  large  fire  which  was  kin- 
dled for  the  purpose.  We  all  ate  heartily  of  it,  and  pronoimccd  it 
equal  to  the  finest  mutton  we  had  ever  tasted.  The  wool  of  these  ani- 
mals is  equal  to  the  best  merino. 

These  men  were  tall,  and  well  proportioned.  Several  whom  we 
measured  stood  six  feet  two  inches,  and  six  feet  three  inches  ;  one  oidy 
was  six  feet  four  inches,  and  he  was  the  tallest  we  saw.  Their  horse- 
manship is  equal  to  that  of  the  Chiloteze,  the  Mamelukes,  or  any 
equestrians  I  have  ever  seen.  A  company  of  them  in  a  New- York 
circus  wouUl  soon  secure  the  manager  a  fortune.  Both  sexes  ride 
alike,  and  their  dress  is  nearly  the  same,  such  as  1  have  already  de- 
scribed in  another  place.  On  intimating  our  intention  of  departing,  tliey 
politely  furnished  each  of  us  a  horse,  and  escorted  us  near  to  the 
vessel ;  they  then  suddenly  left  us,  as  if  under  apprehensions  of  meet- 
hig  with  a  hostile  tribe.  'I'hey  were  all  armed  with  spears,  bows  and 
arrows,  and  the  lasso.  ^ 

March  13/A. — We  arrived  on  board  the  Tartar  on  Monday,  and  at 
9,  P.  M.,  we  pot  under  way,  and  sirered  for  the  eastern  mouth  of  the 
strait,  with  a  fresh  breeze  from  west-south-west,  and  clear  weatlier. 
On  the  following  morning,  at  7  o'clock,  we  passed  Cape  Virgin,  and  at 
9,  A.  M.,  we  look  our  departure  llierefrom,  tlie  cape  bearing  wesl-by- 
souih,  distant  seven  leagues. 

March  1 5th, — On  Wednesday  we  arrived  at  the  F;dkland  Islands  ; 
.  and  at  8,  P.  M.,  anchored  in  Hallett's  Harbour,  m  four  fathoms  of 
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water,  clay  bottom.  On  the  following  day,  after  tnkinr^  on  board  one 
hnnilred  and  eiglil>'-four  geese,  which  had  been  shot  by  ihe  cr^\^ ,  we 
got  under  way  at  9,  P.  M.,  and  once  more  shaped  our  course  for  "  the 
land  oi  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave.** 

With  a  firesh  breese  fttmi  8mith-«oiith*west,  attended  with  light  anew* 
8qiial]s»W6  now  shaped  our  course  for  the  itland  of  La  Gnmdet  said 
to  hare  been  seen  by  La  Roche,  in  the  year  1675.  La  Perouse,  by 
order  of  the  French  govrrnment,  afterward  sought  for  this  island  with- 
ont  success,  as  did  also  Vancouver  and  Colnett,  by  command  of  the 
British  government. 

Ia  Roche  places  this  islaiid  m  lat  48^  lO*  south,  long.  81^  IS' 
M'est,  and  desciibes  it  as  having  a  good  haihour  on  its  eastern  side ;  aa 
being  very  pleasant,  abounding  with  wood  and  water,  and  having  an 
abundance  of  fish  around  its  shores.  He  tells  us  that  it  is  moderately 
elevated,  being  about  two  thousand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and 
about  forty  miles  in  cueumferencc.  Although  La  Roche  lay  at  anchor 
in  the  haihonr  on  the  east  end  of  the  island  Ibr  six  days,  he  saw  no 
inhabitants.  Although  doublfiil  of  its  existence*  I  felt  sufTiciently  m- 
terested  in  the  subject  to  spend  n  few  days  in  search  of  iliis  island. 

March  21st. — On  Tuesday  we  were  in  lat.  44°  56'  south,  long.  33** 
43'  west.  We  now  made  a  due  east  course  until  our  longitude  was 
30  Li'  west;  when  we  stood  to  the  north,  to  latitude  44°  2'  south; 
and  then  to  the  west,  in  the  last  parallel,  untO  our  longitude  was 
86^  T  west.    This  was  on  Saturday,  the  25th. 

March  25th. — We  now  stood  to  the  north,  with  a  fine  breeze  from 
south-soiith'wcst,  and  fair  weather,  until  we  were  in  lat.  43°  10'  «oii!h, 
when  wc  again  stood  to  the  east,  keeping  ver\-  nearly  in  the  lasl- 
mentioucd  parallel,  by  the  assistance  oi  meridian  altiiudes  of  the  planets, 
and  double  altitudes  of  the  sun. 

Murdi  Vtth^ — We  continued  making  a  due  east  course  until  Monday, 
when  we  were  in  lat.  43°  T  south,  long.  28°  52'  west.  After  running 
over  all  this  ground,  keeping  two  men  at  the  m:ist-head  all  thr  time, 
with  fine  clear  wratlior,  und  a  steady  breeze  from  south-soiiih  r nst  to 
0ouili-soutb*west,  wiiiioui  meeting  with  any  indications  of  land,  we 
eame  to  the  condnsion  that  La  Roche'a  island  of  Grande  was  either  a 
nonentity,  or  that  it  must  have  sunk  smee  its  discovery ;  for  if  it  had 
still  been  in  existence,  and  within  fifty  miles  of  the  location  assigned 
to  it,  we  mu«!l!  have  seen  it.  Wc  therriore  repol\  ed  townstr  no  more 
time  in  the  fruitless  search ;  but  bore  up  ami  cored  to  tiie  north,  with 
a  strong  breeze  from  south-west,  and  pleasant  weather. 

ilprwSdt^-*On  Sunday  we  took  the  south-east  trade- winds,  in  lat. 
27^  30'  south,  long.  8S**4<K  west,  and  pursued  our  oourse  to  the  north. 

April  \2th. — On  Wednesday,  at  2,  A.M.,  we  crossed  the  equator 
in  longitude  29*^  0'  west,  and  at  8,  A.  AT.,  we  passed  within  about  one- 
foiirtli  of  a  jnilc  of  Penedo  de  San  Pedro,  or  St.  Paul's  Rocks  ;  which 
are  in  iat.  0°55'  30"  north,  long.  29^  16' west.  These  islands,  as 
they  are  sometiuic^  culled,  are  notliing  more  than  a  cluster  of  craggy 
lodEs,  about  a  quarterof  a  mile  from  nordi  to  soaA,  and  nearijr  & 
name  fiom  east  lo  west.  They  are  fite  m  number,  but  only  two  of 
Asm  are  of  much  nagnitiriew  They  uoeiitiffelydcstitateor  regeta* 
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t\on,  and  present  an  nspect  of  the  most  dreary  description,  the  sea 
roaring  and  surginn;  against  thcin  on  every  side.  The  two  largest  are 
m-arly  connected  with  each  other,  thus  forming  a  kuid  of  harbour,  or 
place  of  shelter,  for  a  boat,  on  the  north-west  side,  where  it  is  some- 
times practieabU  to  land,  if  a  few  boobies  and  their  eggs  be  eonsid« 
ered  a  soffici^t  indttceniflnt ;  and  these  can  only  be  fimnd  in  the  month 
of  Norember. 

Two  small  rocks  lie  ofi'to  the  south-south-west  of  the  large  ones,  and 
aiioLher  ^lUiiU  one  lies  off  to  the  nonh-east,  all  above  water.  The  ];ir<;e 
rucLi  axe  about  one  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  tlie  sea,  and  may 
be  seen  at  the  distance  of  ten  of  twelve  miles,  when  they  wfll  appear, 
from  nearly  dl  points  of  the  compass,  like  three  sails.  There  are  no 
dangers  around  them,  more  than  one  cable's  length  distance,  that  do 
not  show  themselves  above  water ;  and  fish  may  be  caught  here  in 
abund;inre  ;  the  fishermen  may  be  caught  likewise,  if  they  are  not  on 
tlie  look-ouifor  the  enormous  sharks,  wiuck  are  very  numerous  among 
these  tocks. 

The  course  of  the  cmrent  here  is  notth-we8l4)y*we8t,  from  one  to 
one  and  a  half  miles  an  hour,  which  is  very  apt  to  throw  the  navigator 
out  of  his  reckoning,  unless  he  be  veiy  particular  in  his  astronomical 

observations. 

April  I2th, — We  now  contmucd  our  course  towards  the  Lmied 
Slates ;  and  on  Thursday  lost  the  sooth-east  trades  in  lat.  4®  10'  north. 
For  the  two  following  days  we  had  light  variable  wmds,  attended  with 

heavy  falls  of  rain. 

April  lOf/f. — On  Sunday  we  took  the  north-east  trade-winds,  in  lat, 
T'  45'  north,  long.  33°  27'  west,  which  blew  strong  from  north-north- 
east to  north-cast-by-east,  attended  with  pleasant  weather,  which  con- 
tinued for  the  remainder  of  the  montiu 

April  Wtk — On  Sunday  the  north-east  trade-whids  left  us  in  lat. 
29°  30'  nortii,  lonr.  west,  and  on  die  following  day  we  took 

the  wind  from  south-south-west,  with  faur  weather,  which  lasted  about 
twenty-four  hourn  :  nftrr  ^vhich  we  had  hght  variable  winds  and  OOCSp 
sional  foul  weatlier  lor  iho  remaiuder  of  the  voyage. 

May  8th, — On  Monday  we  arrived  at  the  port  of  New- York,  with 
a  cargo  of  rbing  six  thousand  fur-seal  skins ;  and  I  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  finding  all  my  friends  and  relations  in  good  health.  Thus  emb 
this  journal  of  a  voyage  of  twenty-one  monuM  and  eighteen  days; 
during  which  I  had  Kiiffrred  more  bodily  fatignr,  nnd  rncoitnfcred  more 
formidable  dangers,  than  I  had  experienced  in  either  of  my  former 
%'oyages. 

Though  many  warm  hearts  bounded  wiil»  joy  to  greet  my  safe  return, 
the  reeenlion  I  met  with  from  my  ownen  was,  to  my  utter  astonish- 
ment, coW  and  repulsive.  I  had  congratulated  myself  on  having  made 
such  a  voyage  as  would  give  satisfaction  to  all  parties;  but  to  my  ex- 
treme morti fu' ation,  soon  disrovered  fhnt  my  pleasing  anticipations 
were  not  to  !»c  realized.  The  Tartar  did  not  return  laden  with  silver 
and  gold,  and  therefore  all  my  toils  and  dangers,  privauoos  and  hard- 
ships, were  eoonted  as  nothing.  Is  the  pleasure  of  a  safe  return  to  the 
bom  of  Bf  Imme  alwaja  10  bo  te  imbiiiiiod  bj  soma  appall^ 
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appomtment !  Let  me  rather  forget  aU  my  misfonuttes  in  the  deeg 
cavenu  of  the  AatancUc  Oeeuu 

I  cotM  pome  tlus  Mibfeel  bmhIi  faxQuHt  bm  wmM  aol  wiOiiigly 
obcnide  ny  priwita  gnefe  upon  the  ptlicnt  reader,  wbom  I  now  invite 

to  ncrompnny  mc  on  my  third  voynge,  which  (3if.l  not  tnke  place  until 
June,  Ibis,  when  I  visited  the  coast  of  Africa*  In  the  mean  tim^ 
however,  i  made  several  trips  to  £urope. 
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SOUTH  AND  WEST  COAST  OF  AFRICA. 


CHAPTER  L 

Thi  8rfi0flO8r  Antarctic,  built  expwi^y  hi  tliis  Vo3%ige— Sails  from  N"ew-York 
— Rpflcctionii  on  leaving  Land — A  Textical  Sun — Arhve  at  the  Gapa  Vard 
Isiaudi» — General  Deacnption  of  the  Group— Iriaad  ef  St  Antonks  wVh  lit 
ntfuial  Prodqctfont  St.  Lncia — St.  Vincent — SC.  Nicbdaa — NaUmti  Prodac- 
tiona— Indolence  and  Staverv' — A  Pe«p  at  the  Interior — Con(Htion  of  the  Slave* 
 The  Influence  of  Marie — ^Abundance  of  Fieh — Island  of  Sal — Dreary  Aapeat 

From  the  higli  destiny  which  awaited  the  justly  famed  schoo&er 
AuUrclic,  ill  being  the  first  visitant  to  a  tfuckly  peopled  country,  never 
beibre  seen  or  heard  of  by  civiiixcd  mau,  ii  may  be  inferred  that  her 
keel  was  Itid  under  the  ansptees  of  some  benign  planet,  whoee  ia« 
flnencee  ace  fiuronvable  to  the  progress  of  geographical  science.  Wha^ 
eter  may  be  the  ren^  or  the  fate  of  him  who  goided  this  gallant  little 
vessel  through  the  perilous  and  paihlrs-  regions  of  unexplored  seas  to 
a  new  world  of  coTintless  riches,  noihiiiy  ^hall  deprive  the  beaiiiiful 
Antarctic  of  hci  due  share  of  honour  and  lame.  Her  fine-modelled 
hull  and  keel  of  genuine  American  oak  were  ilic  iii6t  thai  evti  dis- 
tnrbed  the  eiyatal  waters  and  silver  sands  of  this  new-discovered  arcfai* 
pdago ;  and  her  name  shall  be  remembeied  with  respect  and  gratitude 
by  every  future  mariner  who  gathers  up  a  cargo  of  the  treasures  which 
lie  scattered,  in  boundless  profusion,  around  the  shores  of  these  highly 
favo\»rcd  inlands :  treasures  wliich  are  now  unvalued  by  the  naliveSi 
and  unknown  to  uiu  rest  of  maukuid. 

>  Bat  under  whatever  anmiees  ber  keel  mi^t  have  been  Iaid»  the 
schooner  Antarctic  was  bent  tnider  my  own  dueetions  and  snpenntend" 
cnee,  by  dnisiian  Berght  Esa.t  of  this  city ;  a  fotprate  ship4niiUer, 

a  highly  respected  citizen,  and  a  most  worthy  man.  She  was  as  fine 
a  vessel  of  her  class  as  ever  floated  onsah  water,  bein;r  only  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-two  tons  burthen  ;  ol"  an  adunrabic  model,  and  mo&t 
completely  rigged.  The  Antarctic  was  owned  by  Messrs.  Christian 
Ber^  &  Co.7Charles  L.  Livincston,  and  Captain  WiUiam  Skiddy ; 
and  first  rested  on  the  bosom  oflier  appropriate  elemeiit  on  Sainiday, 
the  Slat  day  of  May,  1838. 
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TTipy  cnllcrl  her  the  Antarctic  in  compliment  to  myself,  I  being  the 
only  Ann  ricau  shipmaster  ^vhohad  ever  passed  within  tliat  circle  ;  and 
also  wuh  reference  to  the  future  probabiiiiy  of  her  penetrating  still 
fardier  towards  the  south  pol«.  In  fitct,  she  was  purposely  adapted, 
in  aiie*  model,  sirengtli,  speed,  and  equqfuaent,  for  hazardoua  adventure 
and  voyages  of  diseoreiy.  In  twenty-i  wo  days  from  tlic  time  abe  was 
lannchcd,  the  Antarctic  wns  completely  finished  and  ready  for  sea, 
being  mo- 1  liberally  and  bountifully  supplied  with  every  thing  necessary 
for  a  voyage  to  the  southern  and  western  coast  of  Africa,  to  procure  a 
cargo  of  the  delicate  fnra,  and  anch  other  articlea  of  lozury  as  those 
nnazplored  regions  can  fntntsh  in  unlimited  profusiott.  1  assumed  the 
eommand  of  the  Antaretic  on  the  24th  of  June,  1828. 

June.  25M. — On  Wpdnr^il:iy,  the  h  of  Junr,  T  '^vrnt  on  board, 
at  one,  P.  M.,  whore  I  found  the  pilot  lying  oil  and  on.  We  im- 
mediately proceeded  down  the  bay,  with  a  light  breeze  from  south- 
south-west,  and  fau:  weather.  At  six,  P.  M.,  we  discharged  the  pilot, 
and  at  «i^t  we  took  our  departure  firom  Sandy  Hook  light,  bearing 
north-west,  distam  five  leagues,  wind  as  before.  I  thus  commenced 
another  voyage  to  distant  region's,  wiili  a  fine  new  substantial  vessel, 
and  a  «!trong  healthy  crew  of  twenty-three  active  men,  in  whose  faces 
thi  line  o\  piuerprisc  and  the  hope  of  beileriug  their  circuuiiiauces 
iiad  kiudied  ilie  most  aiiiiuaiing  biiiilts  of  cheerfulness.  We  were  em- 
'  hartted  on  what  was  then  expected  to  be  a  two-years*  voyage  on  tfao 
coast  of  Afirica,  in  the  South  8eas,  and  in  the  South  Paeifie  Ocean. 

But  however  animated  and  cheerful  men  may  appear  on  such  occa- 
sions, roiiM  look  into  the  secret  recesses  of  their  bosoms,  we  sliouhl 
there  hnd  ?5onie  acute  feelings  of  the  most  touching  character.  A  their 
native  land  recedes  Iroui  view,  and  becomes  fmally  lost  m  the  distant 
horizon,  a  feeling  of  desolation  steals  over  the  heart,  which  even  the 
most  active  duties  will  not  immediately  dissipate*  Country,  firaulry 
Xriends,  are  all  far  behind ;  while  the  thick  veil  which  conceals  the 
future  is  impervious  to  everything  but  the  rnys  of  hope.  In  all  human 
probability  there  are  sonic  individuals  in  every  outward-bonnd  ship's 
company  who  have  gazed  upon  iheir  native  land  for  the  last  time  ;  and 
the  heart  of  each  instinctively  asks,  •*  Lord,  is  it  If  But  were  we 
even  permitted  to  look  so  far  into  the  future  as  to  obtain  satisfactory 
assurance  of  our  own  safe  return,  another  question  wouhl  immediately 
follow  of  an  interest  equally  intense :  What  ties  of  affection  will  be 
severed  by  death  during  our  absence ! 

"  fm  MiUm,  though  they  haTo  their  jokc«, 
Stttl  M  attd  UiliikiUw.attwf  Mks.'* 

Many  of  my  present  crew  were  fine,  active,  noble<«pirited  young 

men,  of  respectable  families  and  connexions  in  the  city  of  New- York 
They  duly  felt  and  appreciated  the  tender  ties  of  aflfcction  and  kindred 

They  hnd  parents,  brothers,  ^I'^fers,  and  some  of  them  attarhnients  of 
a  still  miM  c  interesting  chariu  le:  ;  and  when  I  caughi  their  eager  coun 
tenances  turned  to  the  fast-receding  heights  of  Neversink,  I  respected 
the  sentiment  too  much  to  throw  any  unnecessary  check  across  its 
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enrMt  Ifdtdiatiliife  wia  aehoidia  ny  own  toomUiitfft^ 
in  nniiMWi  with  di0m» 

Among  my  new  recmits  w.t^  a  very  interesting  young  man,  named 
William  Opdcn,  whose  age  wns  a  few  months  short  of  one-and-twenty. 
He  sluppecl  only  the  day  belore  we  sailed,  and  wnder  circumstances, 
as  I  afterward  IcaiiicJ,  aomcwhat  peculiar.  He  was  a  sou  of  the  lata 
Benjamin  Ogden,  surgeon-dentist,  and  brother  of  the  pietent  Doctor 
Benjamin  Ogden  of  the  cHy  of  No  w- York.  His  amiable  qaalitles  eoon 
gemed  and  seeored  hira  the  good-will  of  every  man  on  board ;  and  I 
became  imperceptibly  so  strongly  attached  to  him  that  he  seemed  fo 
me  hke  a  brother.  But  as  I  shall  frequently  have  occasion  to  speak 
of  him  in  the  course  of  this  voyage,  I  shall  now  leave  him  for  the 
present,  and  attend  to  the  tracing  of  our  course  from  Sandy  Hook  liglit- 
hoQse  to  the  Cape  Verd  Islands. 

We  stretched  far  to  the  east,  along  the  parallels  of  87^  and  86^  north 
latitude,  with  variable  winds  and  r-himijeaMc  weather,  for  more  than  a 
week,  without  the  occurrence  of  any  thing  worthy  of  record.  Our 
object  was  to  make  the  fape  Verd  Islands  I)y  the  most  dirert  eoiirse 
the  winds  and  weather  would  admit  of,  as  wc  were  tlicre  to  procure 
salt  and  other  neeessaries  for  the  toyage. 

Jufy  4th. — On  F^ay,  the  4th  of  July,  we  were  in  latitude  86®  0^ 
north,  long.  47®  80*  west.  Ttiis  being  the  anniversary  of  our  national 
independence,  wc  celebrated  it  in  the  usual  nautical  style,  hv  displnying 
our  stars  and  stripes,  firing  a  federal  salute,  and  making  a  lew  tempe- 
rate libations  to  the  goddess  of  Liberty.  On  the  following  day  I  com- 
pleted the  ihirty-thii^ear  of  my  age. 

Jif/y  16IA. — On  Wednesday,  the  16th,  we  took  the  north-easi 
trade- winds  in  latitude  28®  30'  N.,  long.  31^  0'  W.,  which  continued 
from  north-ca«;t  to  east,  attended  with  fair  weather,  for  several  days* 
We  crossed  the  tropic  of  Cancer  on  the  18ili,  in  long.  29^  0'  W. 

Jul//  20lh. — On  Sunday,  ilie  20ih,  being  in  latitude  20®  N.,  the 
sun  wa^i  vertical  at  twelve,  M.,  tiie  declination  and  our  latitude  dif- 
fering but  two  miles.  At  this  time^  in  taking  an  observation,  the  sun 
nearly  swept  the  horizon  at  all  points  of  the  eompass,  and  no  perpen- 
dicular object  produced  u  shadow.  The  thermometer  at  this  time 
stood  at  Si)"^,  and  the  temperature  of  the  water  was  80°. 

It  has  ber  n  jtislly  observed  that  a  vertical  sun  is  as  nmch  a  miracle 
to  an  cxira-tropical  inhabitant,  as  snow  and  ii-e  to  an  inter-tropical  one." 
It  is  certainly  a  wonderful  sight,  and  yet  il  has  become  so  fanuUar  to 
inarinera  that  they  seldom  notice  h  at  all,  and  scarcely  ever  in  their 
journals.  To  be  surrounded  by  solar  beams,  descending  perpendicn* 
larly  upon  your  head — to  be  enveloped  in  a  sluroud  of  sunshine*  doUiod 
in  a  mantle  of  light,  without  a  shadow  or  a  visible  sun  until  you  change 
your  positimi — is  a  pheuomcnon  of  much  sublimity  to  a  philosophio 
observer. 

*YOTr  form  no  darkling  nlnJtW  Opow  ' 
Cfwn  ttic  vcuMi'A  deck." 

JWy  22<f.~On  Tuesday,  the  22d,  at  one,  P.  M.,  we  passed 
doft  aloog  th0  Mitb  aide  of  the  island  of  8t.  Aaionio^  the  moat 
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nortiiern  and  western  of  the  Cape  Verd  Iiilauds.  The  centre  of 
this  island  is  in  latitude  17°  A'  N.,  long.  25''  23'  W. ;  and  in  clear 
WMiliin  il  may  be  seen  fiom  a  ship's  deck  at  tha  distance  of  twenty* 
fif«  Isagoca.   This  is  not  often  the  ease,  ho  we  ver«  as  hazjr  and  cloody 

weather  generally  prevails  among  these  islands. 

Alihough  the  general  appr]!;<tion  of  "Cape  Verd  Islands'*  is  fa- 
miliar to  readers  of  all  classes,  1  lind  that  there  are  great  niunbers  of 
people  who  are  totally  ignorant  of  their  hi&tory,  and  even  of  their  loca* 
tion.  For  the  inibnBatieii  of  sueht  I  shall  drop  a  few  words  befinre  I 
proceed  any  further  with  my  joonaL 

The  broadest  part  of  that  vast  section  of  the  globe  called  Africa  extends 
from  Cape  Guardafui,  on  the  east,  to  Cape  Verd  on  the  west,  a  dis- 
tance of  nearly  yo'/r  thoxi.'iaitd  hunih  e(f  miles  f  Cape  Verd  points 
due  west  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  in  iuutude  14'^  44  N.,  about  one 
haadrad  and  foiQr-five  mUes  north-west  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  Gam- 
bia, nd  i*  of  eootse  the  most  westerly  land  of  Aliica.  Cape  Verd 
pojects  from  that  part  of  Africa  called  Senegajnbia»  renowned  for  its 
inexhaustible  fertiliiv  of  soil,  as  well  as  for  the  ferocion*:  pervrr<-?fv  of 
the  iiatix  cs.  Whellier  this  cape  has  derived  its  name  from  iis  iKiiiiral 
verdure,  or,  a^  some  pretend,  from  a  green  marine  vegetable  that  abounds 
In  dioeo  waten«  I  cannot  presmne  to  deteimine ;  at  all  events,  it  has 
given  ilB  name  to  a  group  of  islands  lying  about  one  hundred  leagues 
westward  of  the  coast,  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  between  the  lourleenth 
and  eighteenth  degrees  of  north  latitude. 

These  islands  ^vere  first  discovered  by  the  Portuguese,  in  tlie  year 
1440.  They  are  said  to  have  been  known  to  the  aneienic  under  the 
name  of  Gorgades ;  but  not  visited  by  the  modems  till  they  were  dis- 
eovend,tntfae  3rear  jnst  mentioned,  hy  Amhony  Noel,  a  Genoese  in 
die  service  of  Portugal,  and  received  their  general  name  from  their 
situation  opposite  Ca[K'  Verd.  They  are  ten  in  number,  besides  islets 
T^nd  rofks,  lying  nearly  in  a  semicircle.  Their  names  are  St.  Antonio, 
»t.  Vincent,  St.  Lucia,  Branco.  Kaza,  St.  Nicholas,  iSal,  Bonavista» 
Mayo,  JSt.  Jago,  Fuego,  and  lirava.  Of  aH  these,  St.  Jago  is  die 
pcmcipal* 

lliese  islands  ate  genendly  mountainous ;  some  of  them-are  hanren 

and  uninhabited ;  others  are  very  productive.  Notwithstanding  the 
droughts  to  which  they  are  subject,  their  natural  produce  in  cotton, 
indigo,  fruits,  salt,  goat-skins,  and  turtle  oil,  might  give  them  a  con'.ider- 
ahle  value  under  a  more  uitelligeni  governmenu  Their  actual  puuula- 
tiou  in  estimated  at  forty-two  thousand  souls.  The  air  is  hot  and  in- 
Mdobrions,  rain  being  very  rare ;  hot  a  north-east  breese  commonly 
rises  before  four  o*clock,  P.  M. 

The  marine  vcrtnMr  Ncfore  alluded  to,  from  which  some  sny  these 
islands  derive  their  name,  is  called  by  the  Portuguese  mar  tie  sargasso^ 
or  sea-lentils  ;  it  resembled  wutercresses  in  appearance,  and  produces  a 
berry  somewhat  like  the  gooseberr}\  In  some  places  il  is  so  abundant 
as  to  impale  the  progress  of  vessels  in  their  cottrse.  To  the  north  of 
diese  tBlands,  according  to  the  best  authorities,  the  waters  of  the  ocean 
d^appear  under  a  thick  bed  of  seaweed,  which,  like  a  floating  meadow, 
OKlsadB  allar  as  the  twenty-fifth  paraUel,  and  oeci^es  a  space  of  sixty 
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thousand  mput  iMgMS ;  .fim  whiflh  ships  distagage  ihe— dm  wiHi 

difficulty.  Other  masses  of  seaweed  are  also  seen  in  parts  of  the  sea 
more  to  the  north-wpj^t,  belu  cen  the  tropic  of  Cancer  anti  tho  Azores." 
Colurabus,  in  hi^  lii  Nt  \  oyage,  passed  through  this  mahue  meadoWf  to 
ihe  no  small  uiana  ui  iu:i  tiuud  coinpainons. 

At  these  islands  lis  several  hundred  miles  west  (rem  the  eoatineBtf 
thqr  sre  not  subject  to  sndi  intense  heat  as  is  experienced  on  die  ooiMt 
of  Senegambia  in  the  same  latitude,  which  is  caused  by  the  01st  tnido> 
winds  arrivin']f  on  tliis  roast  after  having  swept  over  the  burning  surface 
©f  Africa  in  aU  lUs  breadth,  of  more  than  lour  thousand  miles.  In  thus 
passuig  o\  or  the  sultry  eoiauicut,  the  air  acquiies  a  great  capacity  Sot 
imbibing  moisture  ;  and  eonseqnenilf  in  oominning  ha  progress  west^ 
wild  over  the  ocean  lo  the  Yeid  Islands,  it  beeooies,  in  the  dry  aesaon^ 
eatnrated  to  the  highest  point,  so  that  the  least  diminuii'  >  uf  tOBpera* 
ture  causes  ii  lodeposilc  abundant  vapotir.  'So\  only  the  tiii^hp*'!  peak 
of  St.  Afitonio,  whicli  has  an  (  levntioii  nt'  more  than  srvc  ii  thousand 
leel,  bin  also  the  whole  central  rui  jc  of  hills  on  all  the  islands,  duwn 
to  two  thousand  feet,  are  geneiully  t- uveloped  in  clouds,  from  ten 
oVloek  in  (be  momittgontilbte  in  the  evening.  Thishamidiijcfaidies 
the  htUs  with  thick  pastors  grass,  giving  to  the  eoimtry  a  feotvrs  oh* 
tirely  unlooked  for  in  so  low  a  latitude. 

St.  Adtonio,  bcin«j  tlte  most  nortliprn  and  iveslem  of  thf  Cape 
Verd  Islands,  is  often  auopred  as  ihc  point  from  which  ships  lake  their 
departure  when  bound  tu  duierent  parts  of  the  East  indies.  ln(ked^ 
herorethe  late  improvements  in  nautieal  science,  the  perfheiiBiioC  ohnK 
aomeiers,  sad  the  nse  of  lunar  observationB,  it  was  highly  neoessaryta 
make  this  or  some  other  island  of  the  groop,  in  onkr  to  correct  the 
ship's  rprkonin^.  At  present,  however,  the  making  of  land  for  this 
purpose  lb  not  considered  essential,  where  the  master  has  good  ifr^tru* 
ments  on  board,  and  understands  the  use  of  ihem.  Still  St.  Antonio  may 
be  passed  in  sight,  the  island  being  to  the  eastward  of  the  ship,  without 
any  apprehensions  of  delay  from  calms  or  winds,  if  the  vessel 
does  not  come  within  twenty  miles  of  the  land. 

Ships  bound  from  Europe  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  by  that 
route  to  the  East  Intliri,  <rencra]ly  take  their  dcpirtnrc  from  oiipof  the 
Cape  Verd  Islands,  and  tiicn  steer  soiiih--\vr' t,  strotcijing  over  towards 
the  coast  ot  iirazil  so  as  to  cross  the  equator  between  the  meridians  ot* 
98^  and  99*  west  longitude.  This  apparently  ronnd-aboot  course  i» 
adopted  to  avoid  the  tedions  eafaao  and  adverse  eorrents  which  eon- 
tinually  prevail  on  the  coast  of  Guinea.  For  soudi  of  the  Cape  do 
Verd  Islands, "  even  along  the  meridians  of  these  very  islands,  that  part 
of  the  ocean  must  be  traversed,  so  fjtal  to  navigrator*5,  wfirrr  Iniv^  cnlms 
detaio  the  ships  under  a  sky  rhnr^rd  with  electrir'  rlimds.  i>oiirm;^ 


Ibeaaof  BMWtal  Aseaaes,  la  avoided  aa  noEh  as  poasiUo  both  in  a»- 
iNMMcbing  Uie  ooaai  of  Africa  sad  in  seeking  those  of  America.'** 
Thoii|h  this  woscem  oooiae  msolvea  die  greateat  disimieo,  it  always 
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proves  to  be  the  shortest  in  the  end,  as  tliey  who  adopi  it  never  lack 
westerly  winds  to  waft  them  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The  .  itlaiid  of  St  Antonio  is  aboni  twmty-two  miles  in  length  end 
twelve  wide*  etrelchuif  fiom  nofth-east  to  eonth^weett  and  abonnding 

with  high  mountains,  n^iose  tops  arc  constantly  covered  with  snow, 
and  arc  ^cnrndlv  hid  iti  ilie  clouds  :  aome  say  they  are  rqual  in  elrva- 
tion  to  the  Peak  ol  TeucnJfe.  In  approaching  this  island  there  are  no 
dangers  to  be  avoided ;  the  water  is  bold  all  arotuid  it,  and  it  may  he 
ciraunnavigated  with  perfect  safety  a  cable's  length  firom  the  shore. 

There  are  several  good  anchoring  places  on  the  south  and  west 
sides  of  t!u'><  island,  where  wood  nnd  may  be  liad  w'lih  dr-^prilch. 

The  town  and  nistom-house,  however,  are  on  its  northern  extremity 
just  wiiliin  a  narrow  point  of  land  that  extends  ofl'  to  the  north-west, 
and  affords  smooth  landing  for  boats  all  the  year  round.  Here  may 
be  pioeored,  in  great  abondance,  blaek-cattlCt  sheep,  goats,  hogSt  andl 
powryt  faf  giving  one  day*s  notice,  together  with  vegetables  and  fniiln 
•of  the  finest  growth  and  flavooTt  in  any  qnanii^,  ind  at  veiy  moderate 
4>rice8. 

The  population  of  i!iis  inland  is  estimated  at  about  five  hundred  p<*r- 
■eons,  chieily  negroes,  under  the  protection  of  tlie  Portuguese.  The 
soil  is  good,  wdl  watered,  and  produces  the  indigo-plant,  the  dragon* 
tree,  orange  and  lemon-trees ;  palms,  melons,  bacovas,  pomegranates* 
•and  the  sugar-cane.  Tlic  potato  and  ilic  melon  arc  particiUarly  ex- 
rrllent,  and  much  sought  after  by  mariners.  Topazes  are  found  in 
abundance  in  one  of  tJie  mountains,  and  I'Vizier  assures  us  that  there  are 
mines  of  gold  and  bilv  cr  in  tiie  iblaud.  From  the  mountains  descend 
otreams  of  excellent  water,  wlueh  render  the  land  veiy  firuitfid. 

Sixteen  miles  soath-easi  of  the  Island  just  described  is  diat  of  St. 
Vincent*s,  separated  from  it  by  a  clear  and  navigable  channel.   It  is 
about  thirtcon  miles  in  length  from  east  to  wosf.  nnd  fight  in  breadth* 
•being  aboui  ihiity  in  circumference.    'J'ht-  land  is  generally  elevated, 
'^except  tuvvards  the  uorih-webt,  where  it  in  low  and  sandy.    On  this 
side  of  the  Island,  looking  towards  St  Antonio,  is  a  fine  eapaciona 
•  ibay,  or  road,  called  Porto  Grande,  with  a  rock  in  its  centre  rising  fiom 
the  water  like  a  tower.   This  bay,  which  is  about  five  miles  broad  at 
its  mouth,  stretches  far  itilnnd,  n-hrrc  it  is  surrounded  by  lii^li  moun- 
tains on  every  side,  sliehcrnitr  it  Ironi  all  winds,  and  renderuig  it  one 
of  the  safest  iiarbours  m  all  tlie  Cape  Verd  islands.    Bui  it  is  not  the 
most  easy  of  access*  in  consequence  of  the  impetuous  winds  which 
»^reqttently  blow  off  the  rooontains  along  the  coast,  so  as  to  endanger 
^hips  before  they  can  seeore  a  berth  within  this  peaceful  haven.  There 
^nrc  several  other  hays  on  the  soutti,  soiit!i-west,  and  west  sides  of  tho 
fsslamd,  where  good  anchorage  may  he  o'Maiurd;  nnd  these  are  gene- 
rally selected  by  the  Portuguese  for  landing  tiieir  lade  .    (>aod  fresh 
water  may  be  procured  on  this  island  by  digging  a  little  depth  into  the 
soil  of  the  valley,  but  the  hills  are  totally  d«tilute  of  it.  lis  bays 
nboand  with  excellent  fUli,  rmd  refreshments  of  varioos  ksids  may  bo 
procured  with  but  little  dilRculty.   Here  alsoveesds  nay  be  snpplaed 
with  fuel  of  a  good  quality. 

Tea  miles  cast-by-south  of  Su  Vincent's  is  the  island  of  Ht,  Lueisa 
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not  more  than  eight  miles  in  length  from  north- west  to  south-past,  and 
about  three  in  wkith.  Ou  tbe  east  side  is  a  iiarbour,  defended  by  two 
•matt  ialanda,  whieh  affords  good  sheUer  and  anchorage,  and  on  the 
•ooth-west  side  itfe  the  ruins  of  a  vUlage  and  a  wall  of  fresh  water. 
The  land  is  considerably  elevated,  and  quite  batioD.  Thm  are  •^m 
rocky  islets  lying  off  its  north-weai  eadp  bat  no  daiwen  dial  eiiend 
more  than  one  mile  from  the  shore. 

JScvenieen  miles  east-by-south  from  St.  Lucia  is  the  island  of  St 
Nieiiolas,  whkli  ia  the  most  pleasant  of  Uie  whole  group  It  is  of 
mgiuarahape,  wkh  aeveni  coneare  aides  and  promootories  proicciin^ 
to  alntiost  every  poiiit  of  the  eompass.  Its  extrane  len^  fiom  east  to 
west  is  about  twenty-seven  miles,  and  its  mean  breadth  for  two-ihiida 
of  that  distance,  counting  i'wm  eastern  point,  docs  not  exceed  five 
miies^;  but  here  its  southern  side  suddenly  projects  to  the  south,  mnkinj 
tlM  diatance  from  its  extreme  aortii  to  iia  extreme  south  pouit  not  k8» 
than  fifteen  miles. 

This  island,  with  its  three  neighbours  just  diaeribed,  together  with 
two  islets  called  Branco  and  Raza,  constitute  a  elnster  by  iheiil* 

selves  ill  tlu  tiorth-\rcsf,  while  the  others  in  the  ctist,  south-east,  and 
south,  form  the  s^gnienl  of  a  circle,  of  which  8f.  Nicholas  is  the  centre. 
Branco  aiid  Jiaza  are  small  barren  islets,  de^nmic  of  water  ai^d 
iiifaabitaiits.  They  are  aitnated  between  Su  Lucia  and  St.  Nicholas, 
and  there  is  no  danger  in  sailing  around  or  between  them,  half  a  mUe 
frorii  the  shore. 

The  island  of  Sl  Kmhohin,  from  its  peculiar  shape,  aSbnla  good 

and  safe  anchorage  in  several  places.    On  the  south-west  concave  side 
of  lU  western  projection  ia  'I'arrafal  Bay»  and  on  the  south-cast  con- 
cave  aide  of  the  aane  is  St.  George's  Bay.    On  the  sonthem  side  of 
its  eaaieni  extenaum  ia  Freab-water  Bay.   There  is  also  another  bay 
on  its  north^weateni  extremity  ealled  Noitb-weal  Bay.  The  best  and 
safest  anchorage,  however,  is  on  the  south-west  and  south-east  aidee 
of  the  island,  in  from  ten  to  five  fathoms  of  water,  sand  and  c<»al  bot- 
•  tom.    Here  refreshments  may  be  had  in  abundance,  and  generally  at  a 
moderate  price,  but  not  on  as  favourable  terms  as  they  can  be  obtained 
•t  St.  Antonio.   It  is  diffcnit  to  procure  water  near  the  shore,  but  if  a 
ship  IS  m  distteaa,  it  ean  be  bnmgbt  to  the  beach  by  the  inhabiianti  ou 
jackxssea. 

AVe  touched  at  i!ie  south-enst  side  of  this  island,  where  I  landed,  and 
after  communicating  with  the  proper  anfhorifics,  I  visited  the  interior 
and  made  some  cursory  obs(T\  uion.^  on  liic  pliysical  and  nionl  con- 
(btionoftheeoumnr;  the  result  of  which  wiis,  that  this  island,  were  it 
m  the  possession  of  mote  hiduatriotis  people,  better  guvcrued,  and  prop- 
erly cultivated  by  cheerful,  aeUfe,  an/ healthy  jCsm  inste^S  o^ 
wretched,  desponding,  oppressed  slaws,  would  become  highly  pro- 
duclive  of  sneh  staple  articles  as  arc  adapted  to  its  soil  and  cluMte. 
and  a  lucrative  commerce  would  soon  be  the  consequence.    But  as  it 
?  ^0"g  i'tely  to  be,  the  objects  of  industrv  are 

miied  by  the  abaolnte  wants  of  the  islanders,  producing  just  suihcient 
lor  their  own  oooaamptionb  and  no  more. 
Thepooralavea  are  pintog  lor  free<lom,  and  aelie  efery  oppoitni^ 
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fiemping  M  botrd  the  shipping  wKieh  tre  coBtiaotlly  stopping  al 
4m  WiimI  To  gaartl  againat  tlii<  \m9  of  pmpertvy  the  strictest  pre- 
Maliiai  are  adopted  t>y^  the  planters,  who  do  not  aUow  the  inhabitant 
the  use  of  boats  of  any  description,  wliieh  Brrangeinent  gives  to  tbo 
Mand  the  appearance  of  a  dc*)criecl  spot  in  the  ocean. 

Aa  there  ia  scarcely  any  thing  exported  iVuui  this  ii>laud  excepting 
fO«t«iLkis  and  »rcfaill«-wcedt  its  soarees  of  reveone  are,  of  oonrse* 
imiMiiily  limited.  What  little  money  does  enter  is  received  either  from 
sbip^nasters  for  refreshntents,  or  from  Portugal  in  payment  for  the 
archill;t-^vep(}.  or  to  defray  the  cnrirnt  expenses  of  the  establishment. 
The  liUtci  lum.  however,  cannot  ainouiU  to  a  very  cousidcrabit-  sum, 
il  ail  are  paid  iii  proporiion  to  the  governor's  salary,  which  he  assured 
M  wasonljr  iMur  Kondied  dollen  a  year. 

in  liiis  island  nature  has  WA  been  niggardly  of  her  Tafoiirs.  Wkh 
pwygg  enliivation  its  soil  will  pvodnee,  in  great  abundance,  ooCMm* 
indigo,  sugar,  coffee,  tamarinds,  cocoannis,  bananas,  plantains,  eassavi, 
maize,  pine-apples,  figs,  lemons,  oranges,  papaw,  rustnn!-r!pples,  guava, 
gruMs,  dates,  &c.  'llie  sugar-cane  is  equal  lo  that  oi  die  West  Uidies, 
mt\ htm  taaled  and  emndned  the  sogar  which  they  mamifacttire  Ibr 
iMr  own  use,  and  found  it  excellent.  The  indi^  pisnt  thrives  per* 
Iwlly  well,  and  makes  die  of  the  first-rate  quality, ^th  wiiich  tliry  die 
their  cotton,  and  weave  it  into  shawls  for  the  women.  I  lr<vo  drunk 
iheir  eotlVr,  '^u  t  rfencd  with  their  own  sugar,  and  iound  it  to  be  equal 
to  that  of  iSi.  Dontiugo.  Tiicy  barely  raise  enough  for  home  consuii;«p» 
tioB ;  hni  widi  common  skill  and  industry,  the  now  uncultivated  valleys 
■Ma  he  coveted  with  cotton  shrubs  and  coffee-trees. 

I  saw  many  large  tainarind-trees  mwing  out  of  the  fissures  and 
rreviees  of  .ilnnrst  nnk cd  i  iK-k'^  ;  and  frequently  beheld  the  coroanuf, 
ban:in;i,  pl;iiit;iin,  iiiid  papaw-trec,  «*rowitig  on  the  etlij^e  of  spriTyn-s 
andui  ahnosi  barreti  ground,  where  there  was  not  three  inches  of  soil. 
Nourished  principally  by  water,  tliey  only  want  a  foothold  to  support 
ihsm,  and  they  are  certain  to  ihrarish.  Most  of  these  springs  that  I 
passed  were  surrounded  by  females,  nearly  as  naked  as  was  tlie  fair 
jUiistdora  when  seen  by  her  Damon,  as  "  to  the  flood  she  msh'd." 

'rt\ert'  is  little  or  nothing  like  cullivaiion  seen  anywhere,  excepting 
iB  the  ^'lens  or  r.uines  which  are  watered  by  rills  from  the  mountains. 
In  ihc  uppei  and  wider  parts  uf  the  valleys  1  met  widi  plantations  of 
Indiaa  corn,  cassavi,  sngar-eane,  ami  pine-apples.  Cotton  and  indigo 
wese  also  planted  in  some  spots,  but  being  neglected,  a  few  plants 
only  were  to  be  seen,  which  run  wild.  On  the  sides  of  brooks  and 
springs  grow  luxTjrinntly  the  fifr,  lemon,  orannfc,  papaw,  euslard-apple, 
guava,  prickly-pear,  and  a  few  grajM;  viae^,  besides  the  date,  which 
grows  in  abundance  in  the  sandy  places.  Here  eoeoanut-trees  bear 
ripe  fiiMC  at  ibo  elsvaikm  of  three  hundred  feet  above  the  surGice  of 
the  asa.  On  some  spots  of  the  devated  grassy  hills,  roots  and  vego* 
tables  are  cultivated  with  great  success,  I  was  also  inibrmed  that 
wheat  succeeded  very  well  when  sown  in  the  dry  plains  in  the  rniny 
Reason,  as  does  rice  in  tito  lowest  and  wettest  cf rounds.  Hut  as  these 
isliuids  arc  supplied  wiiti  corn  fii>m  America  in  return  for  salt  ajtd 

Mrtw,  the  inlplMi  jahabitanis  pay  but  little  attentlafc  to  fcs  cihin<li<a. 
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During  my  interior  excnrsiou  I  strolled  into  the  very  heart  of  the 
0BW  the  vretcfaed  negroes  w«iching  the  rWntttinw 
of  tkeir  unfeeling  oppressors*  and  tending  a  few  cows  and  ahetpb 
.They  received  nic  with  a  civiliiy  bordering  on  serviUly,  and  in  return 
I  bought  some  fntit  and  vpgetMbjps  of  them,  with  part  of  ihoW  poultry 
and  all  ilip  egys  they  had  lo  dispose  of.  Their  huts  are  of  very  simple 
con&tiucuoii,  uiid  siiH  more  simply  furuii»lied.  'i'he  females  of  the 
iMNtsefaold  have  a  leeess  for  their  uses,  enclosed  with  the  brandMi  ef 
the  dale'tree.  Their  bedsteads  are  eonstmeted  by  driTinf  fear 
light  stakes  iato  the  clay  floor,  to  w  hidi  are  attached  transverse  sticica 
for  llic  bottom,  the  wliolc  covered  witli  a  mat  or  hlnnkct  A  largo 
wooden  box  also  serves  the  double  purp<»se  of  a  t^hlc  unJ  couch* 
The  rest  of  the  furniture  consists  of  a  wooden  moriur  lo  pound  their 
Indian  corn,  a  clay  poi  to  boil  it  in,  some  gourds  ibr  holding  milk  and 
waier,  sod  a  few  wooden  spoone.  This  ia  a  eompleta  intentoiy  of 
their  domestic  utensils. 

Every  domicil,  however,  can  boast  of  at  least  two  musical  iostrU' 
roents,  a  fact  that  would  he  quoted  as  a  strong  symptom  of  luxur)'  in 
the  family  of  a  New-England  larmer.  Music,  it  seems,  can  alleviate 
even  the  paugs  caused  by  tlie  gaUing  fetters  of  »lav  cry.  I'iic  discordant 
danking  of  Aeir  chaina  ean  be  oeoasionally  leet  in  aaioiatiBg  roll 
of  die  doublbg  dnun,**  aecompanied  by  the  lively  tones  of  Che  giritar. 
Each  of  these  instruments  is  found  in  the  hut  of  every  slave.  The 
former  is  made  of  ^  hoUow  log,  covered  with  a  kind  of  parchment  of 
their  own  inakr  ;  ;nKl  I  he  latter  is  a  rude  sort  of  Ivrc  wilh  only  three 
strings.  But  ruile  these  inBtrument«  aic,  they  possess  tlie  magical 
power  of  diatming  the  aablt  hearer  iato  a  total  tegetfahiesa  of  hia 
degradation  and  his  aotiowa.  In  daaein^  to  their  amntating  aaoDda 
he  foigets  that  he  is  a  slave,  and  is  happier  far  than  the  hearUeM  op> 
pressor  who  lives  in  idleness  by  the  sweat  of  the  negro's  face.  Tt  is 
thn«  that  "  Heaven  tempo  s  the  wind  to  the  slioril  lamb,"  and  pours 
co(l^olatiun  inlo  Uic  biltcroi  eup  of  human  misery. 

i'rom  the  htile  opporluuity  1  had  of  making  observations  and  mqiu- 
riea,  I  ahonld  hifer  Am  the  iaianlof  St.  Nicholaa  is  notorer^abondsntty 
euppUed  with  birds,  eiiher  as  to  speciea  or  numbers.  Wesawaovwal 
lat^e  birds  of  prey,  one  of  which  was  a  fibbing  eagle  common  to  all 
these  islands  ;  anntJior  wa«<  ash-eolonred.  of  n  l  irgc  &ij£e,  seen  only  on 
iihore  :  an*)  a  thiiil,  wUii  li  I  «hoi  on  shore,  nearly  resembled  the  spar- 
row-liawli.  1  he  buiall  birds,  of  which  I  shot  specimens,  were  the 
Ibttowing:  a  ine  Idngisher,  a  ooounon  quail,  a  sparrow  nearly  raas» 
bTing  the  American,  a  bird  aiauhtr  to  the  English  lark,  and  a  aoMill 
singing-bird  of  unknown  speeiea.  I  also  aaw  gnineaibwi,  bnk  they 
were  too  wild  tn  hr  shot. 

The  waters  ni  the  bays  on  every  of  this  island  abound  with 
fi&h,  which  may  be  caught  with  seines  in  almot^t miraculouit  draughu 
I  saw  nine  speciea  of  fish  thai  are  eoouMn  at  this  island,  via.  blaek* 
Aab,  eray  mullet,  skipjacks,  bonatoee,  porgy,  the  young  white  dHafc, 
n  kiM  01  loek  eod,  and  a  fisli  (hat  is  not  eonunon  in  this  country,  of  a 
large  »we,  between  the  dnim-fi»h  mu]  the  Mrcaked  bass.  Although  the 
inhafaitaais  am  the  noot  rigid  CatliUics,  ihey  seem  to  malw  ttsii  a  racy 
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MiBpoitioiiflf  their  inenllbod.  W^em^wikknmexmwmihtii 
suit  lecordiog  to  custom,  reeiivad  a  broad  hint  to  aend  the  governor  a 
meUf  which  wc  did,  w  nh  many  npologMa  for  onr  ignoniicc  of  tha 

etiquette  proper  on  such  occasions. 

Ju/y  '23f^— We  left  St.  Nicholas  on  Wethiesday  evening,  the  28<1 
of  July,  at  beveii,  P.  wiili  a  iine  breeze  from  north-b^-east,  and  on 
die  fimowing  morning,  at  four  o*elock«  were  close  in  with  the  ialand 
of  Sal,  and  anchored  ia  Mordeira  Bay,  in  six  fathoms  water,  sandy  bot- 
tom. This  in  my  opinion  is  tlic  best  liarbour  among  i}ic  whole  grotip 
of  the  Cape  Vcrd  Islawls.  The  anchorage  ia  in  iat.  16°  42'  uortii, 
long.  22"  54'  west. 

'rhe  island  of  Sal,  which  lies  about  twenty  leagues  eastward  of  St. 
Niebdfts,  derives  its  mme  ftom  hs  great  mmber  of  aalt-poods,  and 
the  vast  qoaniity  of  snh  that  is  manufactured  from  iheir  waters,  which 
are  cootinvally  repleaished  from  the  fieiqg  of  the  aea.  This  water, 
when  properly  ex  posed  to  the  sun,  cr}'stallizes  into  a  beautiful  shIi, 
which  is  ihc  staple  commodity  of  the  i.sland.  If  the  nianufaeUirc  w  ere 
properly  attended  to,  this  single  island  would  be  sufheient  to  6up|)iy 
tSk  the  uaiiod  fliatea  Ibr  a  eeMiiy  to  oohmw 

This  ialand  ia  a  Utile  more  tliaa  fortjr  milea  in  elreomference,  and 
lies  about  three  hundred  miles  from  the  coaat  of  AlHca.  It  is  of  an 
oblong  shnpe,  extending  north  and  soinh.  Romei!nn«T  less  than  twetity 
rtnles  m  leiij^th,  and  perhaps  ei^ht  or  ten  in  breudili.  It  forms  ti)e 
north-east  point  of  the  semicircular  range  before  mentioned,  and  be* 
Imigs  to  the  goveiaor  of  Bomvista.  a  wealthy  Portuguese,  named  Don 
MarliBei,  who  has  boea  at  vast  «xpeiiao  in  entting  a  road  tfarmghtho 
SMiuntain,  from  the  salt-pans  on  the  eaat  aide  of  the  ialandi  to  too  bay 
or  harbour  of  Monlrira  on  the  west  i^lde,  where  ships  may  lie  in  per- 
fect safely,  and  take  on  board  llicu  (  argocs  of  sallt  whicii  is  of  the 
best  quality  produced  among  these  iblnnds. 

The  island  is  high  and  bold ;  rising  in  two  peaks,  which  in  clear 
weather  mav  bo  seen  from  a  ahip*a  oeck  at  too  diatanco  of  liAee« 
leagues.  The  easternmost  peak  ia  the  highest,  and  the  land  between 
them  being  low,  they  appear  like  two  separate  islands  when  seen  at  a 
(dislanrr  from  the  north  or  south  On  approaching  it  nearer  we  find 
thai  ihe  aregulariiy  of  its  shores  produces  many  {  l  oiuontories,  points, 
bays,  dtc,  among  which  are  ilic  loiiowing :  North  Point,  which  ex- 
proooeo  ita  appropriate  location ;  Martinez  Point,  a  few  mSm  aonth-' 
«ast  of  the  frrmor;  fifteen  miles  fartfaor  south  is  East  Point;  iho 
aouth-easteni  eitremity  of  ilw  Island  is  called  Wreck  Point,  near  which 
Erne  wa««  wret  ked  in  1810;  a  few  miles  farther  west  is  South 
Point;  larthcr  north,  on  the  western  «^idr,  is  Tiuite  Point  ;  then  comes 
Mordeira  bay,  where  we  lay  at  anclior  ;  north  of  this  is  a  promontory 
caM  tho  Lion*s  Head,  aff  whieh  lies  Bird  Island ;  stiU  farther  north 
liPahaiia  Piomtand  Bay;  on  the  MMh-wast  k  Mmmel  Point  f  lhd»  . 
Horn  Point  projects  about  hatf-way  hatween  the  latter  mid  North  Poin^ 

♦•the  place  of  beginnins;.'* 

July  24M. — At  6  o'clock  in  the  Tnornin^r,  I  started  on  an  cx(-t]r*;ion 
over  the  mountain,  in  search  of  ihe  Ageni  to  xvhom  njipUcaiions 
BMHIbe  made  for  purchasing  ^aiu    As  rcspecis  busmefe^  however,  my 
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journey  was  fruitless,  ih^  man  had  gone  to  Bonnvista,  an  island 
farther  south.  But  I  did  not  vc^th  iHp  riffp,  a*?  it  aiforcied  me  an  op^ 
portunity  of  becoming  belter  acquainted  with  the  intpriorof  thisbama 
country,  and  the  iollowing  is  Uie  result  of  my  observations 

Tovards  the  seashore  the  island  presents  the  most  Ibibidding 
aspect,  every  feature  bearing  the  impress  of  hopeless  sterility.  IIei» 
some  mighty  convulsion  ot  nature  has  piled  matter  upon  mattefi  ill 
what  may  be  trrmrd  ^  "  res^vdar  confiwion."  'I'hc  two  promitiont  forms 
are  generally  iliose  ot  plattbrms,  or  table-iamb,  wlii'-h  arr  [perpendicu- 
lar as  a  wall  on  one  side,  and  levci  with  the  neighbouring  land  on  Uie 
Other ;  with  series  of  perfectly  oonieal  liillocks,  diminibhing  in  size  by 
legelar  gradatloos.  Over  the  interior  of  the  island  are  scattered  vast 
irregular  masses,  forming  shapeless  mountains,  and  long  serrated  or  io* 
dented  outlines.  Tlie  whole  of  the  elevated  grounds  which  t  passed  over 
arc  covered  with  loose  blocks  ot'  stone,  ba'^alt,  bava.  and  other  volcanic 
productions  ;  nnd  beds  of,  the  nmnerous  Lorreni'',  which  were  now 
entirely  dry,  exlubiied  a  covering  of  black  basaltic  saud.  i  iiave  there* 
lore  no  doufal  Aat  tins  island,  like  all  the  rest  on  the  frettem  eoastof 
Afiiea,  is  of  a  snbmarioe  vdcanie  origin,  and  mostly  of  the  baaaltie 
formation.  The  only  ammals  I  saw  wen  a  few  goals,  asses,  andt 
ponies. 

The  only  vcgetanon  which  this  island  produces  consists  of  nboiu  a 
dozen  kinds  ot  shrubs,  and  a  few  melancholy  date-irecs,  usetui  only 
ibr  ilieir  long  branches,  as  their  fruit  never  comes  lo  perfection.  Tlie 
Bumosa,  or  sensittve^plant  is  also  fevnd  her«,  scattered  thitdy  abont  in 
eertahi  places,  apparently  out  of  its  element."*  The  few  vegetablea 
tiiat  I  met  with  were  completely  burnt  up  for  the  want  of  moisture  f 
as,  with  the  exception  of  a  spring  in  the  rvwre  of  the  island,  not  a 
drop  of  fresh  water  cheered  my  eye  or  coob d  my  bps,  during  this 
stcril  and  iruitiess  excursion.  1  was  glad  to  return  to  the  Antarctic,, 
and  get  under  way  for  Boaavista,  which  we  did  at  1,  P.M.,  with  a 
fine  meese  from  nonb-east,  and  fair  weather. 

At  half-past  4,  P.  M.,  we  came  to  andiorin  English  Road,  or  Bona- 
vista  harbour,  in  three  fathoms  of  water,  mud  and  clay  bottonw  Thin 
anchorage  is  in  latitude  1(1°  10'  north,  loi^.      53'  west. 
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CHAPTEK  II. 

Isbnd  of  Bmiairtstn — Town  niid  Huboor — Interviaw  wfth  tlie  Gotcmor — Th* 
Artof  Ik^ging  illustralnl — View  of  the  IrIuixJ — rSatural  Prodnctions — S«U- 
ing  Directions — I'Ue  Lclon  Kocks — Isluiid  of  Mnyo — SL  Jaftt,  or  Santiago— 
Port  Ptaya— Bieak&st  w  lih  the  Captain-general— A  walk  with  the  Ladiao-A 
Peep  at  the  Country — Viow  the  r orttfications — ^Mililary  rstablishmcnt  —  \ 
Dinoer^party — Bay  and  Anchorage — Volcano  of  Fogo,  or  Jr'uego — Island  ol 
Bi>vii-  4iwgmMy  DangwK. 

In  approachtog  ttie  island  of  Uonavu»taf  or  Bucua-vibta*  it  jffeAnto 
a  heautifuf  ftppearancf  to  the  cyv  of  'hv  v.\-^\v\\i\  aiiil  scieutillc  voyagtur  { 
and  to  tliis  ciicum.'iiiinco  it  owes  ii^  nnj  ovmu  ^j  j  n  llniion.  It  lira  about 
niue  leagues  soulh  ol  8al,  and  a  iitiic  juuic-  liiaa  ^acvciuy  wc&t  Irani  ibe 
eom  of  Afirlea.  Its  form  is  an  irFsgular  pentaogalar  figure,  whb  a 
diameter  of  about  twenty  miles.  The  surface  of  this  island  is  low 
wards  the  sea,  but  the  interior  is  considerably  elevated  and  hilly«  fMUP- 
tirnlurK-  townnls  iis  north-east  extremity,  wlicre  there  is  a  lofty  enii- 
iiencp,  wliioli,  Iroiii  Hs  conical  and  tninc  aUMl  shape,  appears  lo  have 
<Hice  been  a  volcano.  Toward:*  ilie  suuiii-\vf  i>i  there  is  another  hill 
atiU  aoore  elevatod,  to  the  wsstward  of  which  the  land  m  quite  high. 
The  island  is  known  at  a  dtslance  by  several  whUt  banks  on  Its  OMlh 
aide,  where  the  ohore  is  boMi  and  where  a  rapid  river  discharges  itself 
into  the  sen. 

The  !Kirbour  in  which  we  anchored  ix  on  t!ir  wr?t  side  of  ilie  !«-!;uid, 
and  is  Conned  by  a  small  island  whii  h  bhtUers  tiie  northern  c.xlremiiy 
of  lite  English  Jioad  or  bay.  The  anchorage  is  between  lliis  small 
island  and  the  mainland  of  Bonavista,  a  little  sonth  of  the  town  or 
village.  In  going  in  to  the  anchorage  we  doubled  close  round  the 
south  point  of  2Small  Island,  M  itliin  about  two  cables*  length  rnun  the 
shore,  leaving  n  single  ro^k  to  the  south  of  the  vessel,  at  (he  distanep 
of  about  two  liundred  l;u)ioms.  There  is  only  right  Itti  of  water  on 
tiiis  rock  at  low  tide,  and  the  sea  breaks  on  ii  m  rougti  weather.  There 
is  a  flag-staff  on  Small  Island,  which  we  brought  to  bear  north-north* 
west,  and  were  tlien  within  this  sunken  rock  Ij^fore  mentioned.  Here 
we  had  the  choice  of  anchorage  in  from  seven  to  four  fathoms  of  water; 
but  as  it  is  best  to  lie  av  near  the  east  side  of  the  island  and  llie  town 
as  possible,  we  ant  liuied  in  tlncc  fathoms,  as  before  stated.  V  esscU 
should  never  attempt  to  pass  on  the  north  side  of  8tnall  kland,  as 
there  is  a  sand-spit  runs  from  it  to  the  mabi  island,  in  a  due^  cast  ^ 

The  town,  which  has  a  sandy  foundation,  consists  of  two  rows  of 

hovels,  constructed  of  stone  and  inud.  These  are  thatched  witfi 
branehes  of  the  date-tree  and  a  lon^  coarse  grass,  and  are  rliiefly  in- 
habited l>y  negroes,  \Uio  have  httlc  about  them  fhal  indicates  condbrt 
or  economy.    This  description,  liowcvcr,  does  not  include  eight  or  ten 
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houses,  of  a  better  sort,  belonging  to  the  governor  and  Im  subordmati* 
officers.  Those  are  plastered  and  whitewashed,  and  present  a  decent 
thtoM  appearaaee.  Then  m  ftbo  an  edifiee  of  a  bam^ike  appear* 
ance,  wkhont  spire  or  omaiiieiit*  wfaieh  they  caB «  chindu   The  obI^ 

indications  of  domestic  tmde  arc  two  or  three  mean-looking  shops, 
containin«(  an  "  unassorted  assortment"  of  miscellaneous  articles, 
among  which  I  observed  various  kinds  of  American  cotton  pooda,  and 
£ngli«ii  earthenware,  together  vviiti  hats,  shoes,  &c  oi  ruriuguese 
fabric, 

U  was  5i  P*  M.,  wfaen  I  went  on  shore,  and  a  negro  sentinel  con- 
dncted  me  to  ttie  governor's  residence.  I  fonnd  his  excellency  ai  din^ 
nor  with  a  family  circle,  consisting  of  his  wife,  two  d:?ughtcr8,  several 
lilt  niunks,  and  two  or  three  officers.  The  lionour  of  my  visit  was 
totally  unexpected,  as  app4>ared  by  the  ladies  (brunettes  of  the  half- 
caste)  being  in  thdr  dukakiUtMf  and  makmg  a  precipitate  nireat  from 
wof  ptesfpce*  Whether  each  fair  one's  **tiHiic**  was  of  ^the  finest 
lawo,**  I  had  no  oppOVtnnty  of  ascertaining ;  but  I  did  ascertain  that 
their  lovely  limhs  were  unrestrained  by  any  tiling  but  rhrrnise  and  pet. 
tiroai ;  those  are  temptation'^,  however,  which  seamen  must  learn  to 
encounter  with  cool  aidiiference,  or  they  would  be  in  hot  water  too 
often.  I  made  some  commonplace  apology  for  my  abrupt  intruskMi, 
as  the  ladies  lemaied  In  efident  connieion ;  bnt  ther  soon  KinRied, 
rkhly  attired,  and  perfbtmeit  the  Htes  of  hospitality  win  an  eaae»  grace, 
and  dignity  of  deportment  that  quite  charmed  me. 

His  cxccilency,  who  is  no  other  than  the  wealthy  Portti?itese  alluded 
to  in  the  last  chapter,  Don  Mariiuez,  proprietor  of  ilie  i.'»laiul  of  Sal 
and  a  considerable  part  of  Uonavista,  speaks  very  good  English,  and 
was  very  solicjinaa  Id  render  my  sitnaiion  agreeable.  On  learning  my 
business,  he  requested  thai  I  woold  allow  Iwn  the  pleasure  of  proenr- 
iog  the  salt  ioT  Me*  M  the  same  tinw  taking  no  little  pams  to  convince 
me  that  he  was  influenced  by  no  interested  motives  in  thus  tendering 
hi.s  serviceM.  To  these  asaeverdtions  I  of  course  made  the  requisite 
responses,  and  ordered  one  thousand  bushels  of  salt.  I'his  order  the 
governor  handed  over  to  the  captain  of  the  port,  who  wears  the  naval 
nnilbmi  of  Portugal,  and  is  one  of  the  most  insinnating  and  persever- 
ing beggara  I  e?er  met  with.  As  a  spet  imrii  of  the  manner  in  whieh 
he  pursues  his  vocation  take  the  ibUowiog  $  lor  1  nndeiatand  beaefcr 

varies  in  tlie  process  : 

Knowing  the  weak  side  of  Jonadian,  he  commences  his  attack  by 
a  full  volley  of  encomiums  on  the  American  nation,  and  c  speciaily  ou 
the  liberality  of  her  eiiiiens,  and  most  partienhidy  on  tlic  gentlemanly 
deportment  and  noUegncraeity of  her  ship^nnsteis.  Befomihebn- 
aiqged  can  have  time  to  leewrer  from  the  shock  of  this  sudden  and  vn* 
expected  assauh,  the  archery  of  black  laughing  eyes  are  hroufshi  to  the 
charge,  and  pour  a  shower  of  poisoned  darts  into  tho  very  heart  of  the 
fortress.  In  plain  English,  his  v  ifc  desired  hnn  to  aak  the  generous 
^captain  if  he  could  tell  her  daugliters  some  butler,  as  the>'  were  ex- 
tremely ibnd  of  American  bntter,  andprelerfedat  to  that  of  every  ether 
nation.  To  be  sure,  he  hatl  rebuked  bis  better  half  for  ranking  »uch  a 
4fBBpDsition»  as  American  oArees  weuU  be  bighly  eiended  at  the  ban 


Digitized  by  Google 


306  '  CAF£Y  t&DS. 

llicni  presents  or  cooqiliiiieiits. 

If  the  citadel  docs  not  yet  surrcmlrr,  preparaii^s  arc  made  to  cany 
U  by  slonu»  and  for  this  purpose  a  rciiUTorcement  of  initially  assail  it 
with  small-anu:$  oo  several  sides  at  once.  His  daughter  Louisa  in  very 
partial  to  American  cider;  Isd>ellft  vnkn  pofter;  whOe  Mm»lh« 
yoanfeat,  a  bewitehmg  little  gipay  w  sfatteen,  woidd  gire  aaj  tbmg 
in  the  world  Air  some  American  cheese  and  fruit ;  but  their  mollMr 
thoui;ht  thnt  iio  Other  jwirt  of  thf  world  produced  snrh  excelfptii  flour 
as  the  Uujlcd  Stat<*«j.  Il  ih^  [jarrisoM  still  fiolij  out,  such  fi:itteini<^ 
terms  of  accommodation  arc  i^mposcd  as  generally  throw  ihcm  o^ 
their  guard ;  like  the  following : 

Will  yott  litve  die  goodneM  to  walk  np  to  tho  hoBM  with  mo^ 
captain,  and  see  ny  dan^^ters  ?  they  perfonn  divinely  on  the  guitar,  • 
and  will  be  proud  to  amuse  you  this  evening  by  playing  and  singing/* 

This  fusr  dr  guerre  generally  sufveeds.  The  confiding  garrison 
arc  drawn  intu  an  ambush,  and  compelled  to  surrender  at  discretion. 
Alas !  that  beauty  should  bait  the  hooks  of  avarice  and  cupidity.  Tho 
boUeat  oeniiaoatofoiiriiatiira  ialhoamade  a  vassal  lo  liio  moancst. 

bi  this  place  il  nay  be  proper  to  remark,  that  all  the  gontlemon  hero 
bave  obtained  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  English  language  to  hold 
a  sprightly  conversation ;  and,  indeed,  there  is  5f  nrrrly  a  person  of 
any  respectability  in  the  whole  town  who  does  not  speak  enough  of  this 
language  for  the  purposes  of  bartering  and  begging. 

Aitor  taking  my  leave  of  tho  governor  and  nto  fanily,  I  took  a  alRdI 
througli  the  town  or  village,  which  ia  buifc  on  a  sandy  plm  at  tho  oaal 
aide  of  tho  boy.  J  soon  Teamed  tliat  no  refreahmonts  could  bo  had  at 
this  place,  nor  does  the  island  ever  fnrnisli  viuy  except  they  nre  first 
brought  from  the  other  islands  in  small  drogcrs,  for  whicii  iliey  charge 
a  high  price.  It  is  likewise  difficult  to  obtain  fresh  water  here,  ex- 
cepting in  small  quantities,  and  that  of  a  brackish  flavour.  No  (bol 
soitablo  Ibf  naatiod  nso  can  bo  had  bore  at  any  prieo.  Goats'  foslv 
nilkt  tntOot  and  fish  ave  tho  prineipallbod  oTthe  inhabitaoto,  hot  Ihcy 
have  none  to  spare. 

The  productions  of  Bonavisfa  nre  salt,  indigo,  and  cotton  :  tlie  firH 
is  produced  m  i  at  abundat^-c  on  the  north-west  and  eastern  parts  of 
the  island  in  natural  pans  ur  pouds,  where  it  cry  stallizes  m  ilic  sun. 
Tbeso  receptacles  lor  oea-water  aro  in  iho  low  villm  mm  tho  ao^ 
shore,  and  in  tho  whole  process  nature  reeeivos  Tciy  Itttlo  aid  horn  tho 
band  of  art.  This  salt,  however,  is  not  equal  in  qnantity  or  quality  to 
that  which  is  produced  on  the  i-^lnnd  ofS.d,  a  cargo  of  w?nVh  will  cost 
aboui  six  rents  a  bushel  on  board,  \\U\\v  licre  ;ii  I]on;ivista  jt  rosts  about 
six  and  a  quarter  cents ;  and  in  takmg  a  small  quantity,  u  comes  some^ 
what  higher.   The  inhabitants  convey  it  to  the  vessel  by  means  of  asseSf 

which  ttasd  IB  ttoops  of  fillocn  each,  ofOfytioop  being  nndortbocbgy 

of  a  negro. 

The  indigo,  which  grows  without  being  cultivated,  is  gathered  by 

the  inhabitants ;  they  havi»  not  the  art  of  separating  the  die^  and  oif 
making  what  is  called  ilic  bU)e-.>tone  in  the  soviihrrii  section  of  tho 
United  States,  but  they  satisfy  iliemselves  with  bruising  the  green 
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leaves  in  a  woodeu  mortar.  Tliey  next  make  it  into  a  kiuU  oi  pastes 
efwUdi  AeylbmmaflbiUttliiim^bMiiriiM*  Thu  it  not  Um 
pioeess  of  preptting  thb  beantiM  d3e-ittiir  in  our  country.  Ilerc^  tli* 
waves  of  tM  plant  wtt  laid  in  vats  full  of  water,  and  left  to  ferment. 

The  liquor  is  then  drawn  off  into  another  vat,  and  after  having  been 
^  well  stirred  up,  it  is  dniwn  ofT,  ;uid  what  remains  at  ihc  bottom  is  ex- 
posed to  the  air  until  it  is  tiiuroughly  dry,  wheu  it  is  iit  for  use. 

Though  the  eoitoii-tree  grows  natorally  oa  the  island  of  Bonaviatat 
yet  its  coltnre  is  greatly  neslocted  by  the  natives :  they  nerer  think  of 
eoUeeting  it  till  some  vessel  arrives  to  pionchase  it.  But  were  it  prop* 
rrly  attended  to.  I  brlievc  the)'"  rouKI  oven'  year  funiish  a  cargo  for  n 
large  ship;  and  1  liave  been  told  liiat  ui  some  years,  when  it  Inilrd 
in  the  otlier  islands,  it  has  been  produced  iu  great  abundance  in 
Bonavistsu 

But  thb  island  will  never  be  disttngnished  for  agrieullaral  feevndi^. 

The  soil  for  the  most  part  is  sandy,  barren,  and  nnenhivated ;  and 
though  enjoying  the  genial  influence  of  a  tropical  sun,  it  must  feel  the 
more  effective  influence  of  industry  and  cnterpr!«?e  before  it  becomes 

productive.  The  sweat  which  falls  from  the  brow  of  slavery  scalds 
and  blights  tlie  verdure  which  tlie  dew-drops  of  heaven  have  bruugiit 

ioio  ensienee. 

The  smftoeef  die  idand  is  v«iytmeven,eompristog  alternate  hflle  - 
and  valleys ;  and  al  the  sea4Maia  it  has  low  pomts  nmning  into  the 

sea.  The  southern  and  eastern  part  of  xh'is  island,  in  particular,  is 
veiy  low,  and  the  shore  is  lined  with  reefs  of  coral,  some  of  which  lie 
three  miles  Ixoin  the  island  to  tlie  eastward;  and  oftentimes  iu  the 
night,  when  the  weather  is  hazy,  a  ship  might  be  on  the  reef  before 
the  land  ean  be  seen,  on  aeeonnt  of  its  being  so  Tery  low  on  dutt  side 
of  the  island.  In  1831  my  woithy  friend  Capi  lin  Weatheiby,  of  Liv- 
erpool, lost  a  fine  ship  on  the  reef  which  lies  off  tlie  east  end  of  this 
island,  lie  had  his  two  daughters  with  him  at  the  time,  Iler 
cnrgo  was  worth  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  destined  for  the  isle 
of  France ;  but  it  was  all  lost. 

Shipe  boond  to  the  aonthy  and  passine  to  die  eastward  of  Bonavist  A 
in  the  nigirtt  sfaoold  never  approach  the  island  nearer  than  twenty 
miles,  as  the  currentSi  which  set  about  west,  ftei|uendy  run,  after  a 
fresh  trade,  at  the  rate  of  two  mWa  an  hour.  In  the  niotuh  of  July  I 
have  known  the  current  to  set  in  a  west  (lirn  tion,  between  iln'  Isle  of 
Mayo  and  Uooavista,  at  the  rate  of  two  and  a  half  miles  an  hour.  £ 
would  therefore  advise  ship-roasters,  in  all  cases,  to  pass  to  the  west- 
ward of  the  islaadi  of  Sal,  Booavista,  Mayo,  and  the  Leton  Roeks,  of 
Vhich  I  shall  speak  presently. 

A  {)an<Terou5  reef  likewise  lies  off  the  western  extremity  of  Bona* 
vista,  about  three  miles  from  the  sliorc,  covered  by  four  fot-f  of  wat*»r. 
The  sea  breaks  very  lioiivy  on  the  bhoal  part  of  this  reel  i»i  ru;TnrtJ 
,  weather.  There  is  a  good  passage,  liowever,  between  the  reef  auti 
the  island,  with  aiz  fiMMas  of  water,  over  a  white  eoial  betten^  wUeli 
baa  a  fiigkfol  appesranee  to  sneh  navigators  as  are  not  aoqaaiated 
with  eond  reeft.  Large  ships,  however,  should  always  pass  outside 
of  the  nt£,  §nmg  die  breakers  abcrth  of  two  haodred  liiboina»  whsA 
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ihoy  "  ill  Jiare  ten  fuiljoms  of  water,  ami  a  clear  passage  to  iI  p  ai.chor- 
ttgc  ot  iiotiavi:»tu,  givuig  Uie  reef  lhat  Ites  off  the  beacli  at  Old  i  gwn  a 
berth  of  ouc  cable's  Icogtli.  * 

The  C«pe  V«rd  Islawis,  wiih  respect  to  diimte  mad  vegetaiioot  tM 
more  like  linds  of  the  tempi  rate  than  those  of  the  tropical  zones,  al> 
though  they  are  situated  in  ihc  latter  iir;irlv  if\  the  mid«J!r  nf  the  north- 
c  rii  equinoctial  belt.  In  the  AlVican  country  ul"  JSe negambia,  which  lies 
opposite,  in  the  ^anic  latitude,  tlic  rains  and  the  hottcj>i  seasons  arrive 
to^eiJicr,  and  continue  during  the  monilis  of  May,  June,  and  July :  but 
amoD^  these  islands  the  nuns  do  not  set  io  wtil  the  mkkUeof  Avgw^ 
and  coBtinue*  wUli  feu  iuurmisisions,  untilJanuary. 

When  we  arrived  at  Bonux  i>ta  ilic  dn*  season  liad  commenced  about 
six  months ;  and,  a«  i  have  aht-ady  stated,  tiie  iiol  winds  from  Africa, 
in  crossing  ilie  water  to  ilic  i&lauds,  btconie  so  higlily  charged  with 
humidity  that  tlic  lea»t  diminution  of  temperature  causes  ui  abundance 
of  Ttpom  10  be  deposhed  on  the  islande.  it  w  this  mfliatura  that 
reduces  the  mean  tetnpetatore  at  Bonavista  so  much  below  that  OA  dw 
African  coast.  Tfie  thermometer  on  board  ihc  Antarctic,  at  twelve, 
M..  stood  at  7  i  \  and  in  Hotiavisia  town  it  stood  at  89*^)  oa  ^^t^'^i'fH 
i»i  ti)e  wind  blowing  frcbli  Ironi  eattt-north-east. 

At  Goree,  a  small  island  of  Africa,  near  Cape  Verd,  subject  to 
the  Ficndi,  the  ihemoDteter  ranges  betwoeo  88^  aod  \W*  fima  May 
till  November;  while  at  Senesal  it  is  at  and  aamethaea  131*^ 
During  the  \\hole  year,  the  suti  at  midday  is  insupportable. 

S'hip-niasiers  shftidd  he  careful  while  lying  at  Bonavista  to  prevent 
iheir  crews  ^oui'i  oa  biiore  or  sleeping  on  deck  in  the  months  of  May, 
June,  and  July,  a&  iliey  arc  very  liable  to  take  tlie  fever  that  is  conunoa 
anoi^  these  islands  at  tins  season  of  the  year.  Officwa  ako  abonid 
make  it  a  pomt  of  duty  to  see  that  their  avoid  getting  wet,  as  far 
us  practicable,  eitlier  from  fresh  or  salt  water*  as  ^och  czpoaorao  aro 
▼er>'  :ipt  lo  bring  on  tlie  fever  and  ague. 

jiih/  26///. — Having  taken  in  our  salt  and  arranged  my  business  w  ijh 
Don  Maruncz,  without  forgetting  my  iriend  the  captain,  togeilicr  w  ilh 
Vm  pietQr  wife  and  ^i^^ters,  ihe  word  waa  given,  All  handst  an* 
' awor  r  This  was  on  Satinrday,  the  86th«  at  nine  o^clock,  A.  M.,  when 
we  fOi  under  way  with  a  fine  breeze  from  north-noith-eMt,  and  pleas- 
ant weather.  We  passed  between  the  reef  before  mentioned  and  the 
west  point  of  the  iNland,  with  not  le^?:  than  six  faiiioms  oi  wnter,  and 
steered  for  the  east  pouu  of  iSi.  J  ago  Inland,  with  liic  micuuon  of  si^* 
log  the  Lelon  Kocks. 

Jufy  27<A— At  lialf-past  twelve,  P.  on  Sunday,  we  passed  within 
a  cable's  length  of  that  dangerous  reef,  on  the  western  side  of  it*  itt  teif 
fathom'^  of  n  ;aer,  coral  bottom.  This  n  r  f  is  of  an  oblong  shape,  ex- 
tcnttin^  11  (in  iiorili-north-east  lo  south-swjuth-west,  abom  ont'  Inmdred 
and  liity  fatiiouii»  in  length  and  nearly  half  that  in  breadiii.  Oit  the 
shoalest  part  of  this  reef  the  water  is  not  more  than  five  or  dix  feet  in 
^epih,  and  it  is  Tety  dingemm  to  apfironch  in  the  night  er  in  a  thick 
atmosphefe,  as  the  sea  does  not  break  npon  it  eneept  in  rough  weather. 
When  we  pas.wl  it,  there  was  scarcely  a  roller  on  the  .shoalest  pan, 
ahhnnjh  we  had  a  fifie  breeze  iroin  oortlHiocth-easL   But  the  coral 
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boiiom  on  ilic  r«ef  can  be  seen  hail  a  nuic  ix  otu  liie  mast-heaU  tii  clear 
weiShwr,  if  ii  be  not  In  the  iTiKetion  of  the  son. 

The  tm  shuaiioiief  this  reef  is  in  latitode  15<'40'N,,laiif.  29^  ly 
W, ;  TBiiation  per  azimuth  17^  35'  westcriy ;  and  Uie  curreitt,  five  miks 

to  the  south  of  the  rocks,  ^vri«<  <;cttin»  wesl-by-smiih,  nt  the  rate  ot' 
eighteen  miles  in  iwcnty-four  liour^.  On  passini>;  these  rocks  at  an- 
other time,  I  have  fouuJ  the  ciureui  seuiug  equally  as  strong  iu  aii 
east-north-east  direction.  It  is  tliercfore  not  surprising  that  tlie  most 
skfliiil  and  cautioae  neTigators  are  soowitaies  deeeived  by  theM  rapid 
and  inealenlalde  changes  of  the  current ;  or  that  Captain  Swanion,  late 
commander  of  liie  honourable  Eiist  Intlia  Company's  ship  Lady  Bur- 
fe^H,  should  run  liis  vcs??cl  upon  these  rocks,  which  happened  on  the 
I9th  of  April,  in  the  year  1800,  ai  two  o'clock,  A.  M.,  at  which  season 
of  the  year  the  currents  arc  setting  here,  from  eighteen  to  twenty-four 
Miles,  eaat-aofth-eaai. 

It  has  been  staled  that  there  is  unotker  reefi  lying  to  the  monhwaiiii 
of  the  Leton  Rocks  nlKuit  five  miles ;  but  as  I  passed  orer  Ae  very 
ppot  in  which  it  is  said  to  he  wifhont  ^rein?  any  appparnnr'e  of  shonl 
%vater,  I  am  positive  that  tliero  In  no  i>i!rt  danfjer  near  Bonavista  aud 
8t.  Jago  than  the  reef  of  the  Leton  Kocks,  which  is  sufficient  of  itself 
to  keep  every  cautious  mariner  on  his  guard  in  passing  it,  as  the  feree 
and  direeliott  of  the  cofrents  are  not  to  be  depended  on  anong  tbeso 
islands. 

From  Leton  Hocks  we  steered  souih-by-\vesi  }ialf-west,  until  near 
th(»  islnnd  of  Mayo,  when  we  ran  for  die  east  end  of  St.  Jago.  Ships 
shoukl  not  approach  the  north  end  of  the  island  of  .\I;iyo  in  the  ni^hf, 
unless  they  are  ccriaiu  of  their  siluaiion,  as  there  is  a  very  daugcruu^s 
eoral  reef  lying  north-north-east  fiom  the  noithem  extremky  of  the 
island,  about  three  miles  ofMore.  In  passing  this  reef  in  19X9^  I  saw 
the  wreck  of  an  English  brlor  upon  it.  There  is  no  other  dancrer  around 
this  ishmd  more  than  three  hundred  fathoms  oif-shore.  The  land  is 
pretty  \v>jh  at  the  rr ntre,  uneven,  and  hdl  of  hills,  it  ha^  ijood  an- 
chorage on  the  south-west  side,  in  what  is  called  English  lioaUs,  in 
from  tive  to  ten  fathoms  of  water,  in  front  of  the  town. 

The  shore  to  the  eastward  of  the  town  of  Mayo  is  steep,  Uufl^  and  • 
rocky;  hot  to  the  westward  a  low  white  sandy  beach  extends  to  what 
in  calkd  Salt-pnn*s  Point,  from  which  a  sph  of  sand  and  coral  slret»  he^ 
to  :he  westward  ahonl  two  Imndred  f.ithotn^.  At  a  snvill  disf;infe  far- 
ther oll-jjh  ore  therein  a  u.  of  liftv  fathom^,  Shi[)-  ^^liuuUl  not  an- 
chor in  fjH>re  tiian  ten  fiitiiuuis  u\  front  of  the  U)un  oi  Mayo,  as  the 
bank  nma  off  Tery  steep  from  fifteen  fathoms.  The  north  point  of  this 
island  lies  in  latitude  15''  21'  N.,  long.  23'  9* 

At  eight,  P.  M.,  we  came  to  an  anchor  in  Port  Prays,  island  of  Su 
.T,i?o.  in  four  fatho^ns  of  %vater,  sandy  bottom.  Tliis  island  lies  about 
SI  \  (  uty  iniips  south-wcst-by-sontli  li-om  iionavistn,  and  nifirtv  soiuh- 
south-cast  from  St.  Niciiola"^.  Its  shape  or  figure  on  tiie  charts  re- 
sembles (bat  of  an  oyster,  Iviug  nearly  in  die  position  of  noith-west 
and  sooth-east,  iinyimles  in  kngth  and  abont  twenty  hi  breadth.  Port 
Praya,  on  its  sooth-eastern  end,  is  in  latitude  14*  M'  N.,  hlOf.  21"  91* 
W«  VaiiaiaoB  pe»  assMtth  le' dV  westerly. 
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Bl  Jago,  or  Santiago,  is  the  largest,  the  best  cultiratod,  and  the  most 
fertile  of  ihp  (^ipe  Vcrfl  Islands.  It  abounds,  howevpr,  with  high, 
barren  mounuins,  which  may  be  seen  in  dear  eather  at  a  consider- 
able distance.  The  i^outh-ea^t  extremity  oi  iIah  inland  la  a  very  long 
few  point,  and  presents  that  appeame«  in  ipproaehiog  it  fnooi  Um 
north  or  aoath.  Three  or  fimr  inttM  lo  the  westward  of  ih»  poiot  is  • 
bay,  with  a  brown  sandy  beach ;  and  at  the  head  of  this  bay  are  two 
or  liiree  houses  nnd  a  g^rorc  of  datc-trccs.  This  bay  must  not  be  mis- 
taken for  tha:  of  Port  Fraya,  as  iih  v  i^-icm  point  is  surrounded  by  rocks 
extending  two  iiundrod  futhoms  uiio  the  sea,  which  lioes  not  always 
break  upooit* 

We  passed  this  bay,  and  kepi  alou  the  eoaol  to  the  westwaid 
lowaida  Pert  Praya,  w-ithtn  one  mfle  of  the  short,  in  eight  or  ten  fath- 
oms of  water,  until  the  battery  and  flag-staff  were  plainly  distinguished 
on  the  west  point  of  the  harbour,  oft'  winch  the  sea  always  lircnks  at 
some  distance.  We  then  rounded  tlie  eastern  point,  within  two  cables* 
hmgth,  in  from  six  to  eight  fathoms  of  water, — in  doing  which,  the 
cnsiom-honse  opened  to  view  en  the  beaeb>  and  a  |>rove  oif  datO'ttoee 
in  the  valley.  Immediately  aftenirard  the  town  and  Ssut  preaenled 
themselves  on  ilir  hill  al  the  head  nf  iho  \r.\y.  Tiie  eastern  shore, 
which  should  be  kept  close  on  board,  is  high  biulT  hmd,  w  liu  h  ihc 
appearance  of  being  parched  and  barren.  We  stood  m  for  the  towii^ 
and  chose  our  anchorage  as  before  stated. 

JiiJfy  MA.— OnthefoUowioff  niorning^whiehwasMonlayvtheMh, 
I  went  on  shore  to  wait  on  the  captain-g^eneral  of  the  isundt  whoao 
residence  is  at  Port  Pniya,  aliliotigli  Kibeira  (irande,  a  town  seren  or 
eight  miles  farther  r.-r<^t,  is  the  capital  of  St.  3;i^o.  On  rnurin?  tho 
gateway  of  the  town  I  was  received  by  a  neoro,  wiio  conducted  me  to 
the  palace  of  his  excellency, — for  such  it  might  be  called,  when  com- 
pared with  the  misefsble  hovels  in  iu  vieiniiy.  Its  external  was  vhito- 
washed,  which  gave  it  a  toieralily  decent  appearance. 

Afrrr  bein*;  formally  aimounced  by  a  ragf^ed  sentinel,  I  was  led 
up  a  I  idtler,  into  a  large  apartment,  rough  and  unfinislicd.  The  raf- 
ters ami  lloor  wore  just  as  the  materials  came  from  tiie  sawpit,  with- 
out pauit,  or  other  deruraiion,  excepting  some  rude  prints  of  the 
Virgm  Af  ary,  a  hw  saints,  6lc  Hers  I  fonad  the  general  ai  hnak* 
last,  with  half  a  docen  monks  wrapped  in  frieae,  with  figures  and 
coaotenances  that  indicated  any  thing  but  abstinence  and  penanee. 
The  fTfTierars  lady  wns  rJso  present,  together  with  three  other  Portn- 
guesr  t(  iiuiles  f»r  no  ordjnarv  personal  attractions.  They  aC  spoke 
tc^erabiy  good  Spanish,  and  m  that  language  I  wa»  able  iq  converse 
with  them. 

As  the  Antarctic  was  the  first  AmericsB  whieh  bad  touched  here 
for  some  time,  they  had  a  thwisand  qoestaons  to  ask  respecting  tho 

United  Slates,  and  the  manner*^,  customs,  Sec.  of  tho  people,  e»«pcri. 
ally  the  dress  and  arnuM  inf  of  the  American  ladies.  Havrng 
gratified  them  m  all  these  importHnt  particuJsrs,  and  partaken  of  a  cup 
of  coffee  with  the  ladies,  agreeably  to  the  custom  of  the  place,  I  tool 
n  tnm  with  them  in  the  gudsttt  wlueh  waa  more  taatefulhr  arranged 
than  any  thing  of  the  hand  I  had  setQ  io  any  other  ishmd  of  ihi  gronp^ 
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We  rvtonwd  from  our  inSk  jwt  in  tinw  for  me  to  attend  tlit  iiiMiMt» 

where  I  intended  to  purehue  the  necessary-  fruit  and  vegetables.  I 

thrrcrorp  took  leave  of  my  new  friends,  who  would  not  sufrt  r  mc  to 
depart  until  I  liud  promised  to  dine  with  them,  and  repaired  to  the 
market ;  which  proved  to  be  quite  destitute  of  such  articles  as  I 
wanted.  At  the  suggestion  of  one  of  the  islanders,  howevt^r,  I  made 
em  a  liat  of  the  prod  actions  I  wished  to  purehaae,  and  he  engaged  to 
Ittve  them  all  reedy  at  the  landmg  by  sundown. 

HaTing  now  some  time  on  my  hands  before  dinner,  I  thought  t 
could  not  Irptter  dispose  of  it  than  in  suneying  the  town,  and  the  ad- 
j  cm  country,  in  ocder  to  actj^uire  »  mere  accurate  idea  of  their  tradei 
productions,  ^c. 

Tlie  inhabitants  of  Praya  are  mostly  negroes,  bond  and  free,** 
aneoBting  to  about  three  thooaaad,  of  whom  four  hundred  are  «*mili- 
tin  en  duty,  or  soldieret  ae  they  are  called.  There  are  not  mofe  thna 
forty  whites  in  the  town ;  and  all  the  officers,  except  half  a  dozen,  are 
mulattoes — even  thrlr  Chaplain  is  black.  The  popniation  of  the 
whole  island  I  utidcrslood  to  be  about  twelve  liuHi^aiul,  generally 
black,  or  oi  a  mixed  colour,  a  few  oi  the  belter  rank  excepted.  Thft 
face  of  the  countiy  is  irreguUir  and  mountamoi^ ;  iu  some  placet 
^uiie  ateril,  but  in  general  highly  fertile  and  prodoetivei 

Ckttton  is  the  principil  production  of  St.  Jago ;  but  maize«  augaff 
coflee,  and  the  vine  are  cultivated  wiili  considerable  siirrcs*'.  Among 
its  fruits  arc  orange:*,  citrons,  lemons,  limes,  tamarinds,  pomo<ir;iiinies, 
pinc-apj cocoanuls,  custard-apples,  quinces,  grapes,  plant  u us  iniisk 
aud  water-melons,  guavas,  papaws,  bananas,  pumpkms,  aud  oihcr 
tiopieal  Ihiala..  There  are  auo  aome  eedar-lreest  with  a  pine  wlncli 
pnwueea  iar.  The  anunais  are  beeves,  horses,  aaees,  mules,  deert 
goatSt  hogs,  civet  cats,  and  a  species  of  monkeya,  with  a  black  face 
and  long  tail.  Of  the  ft  atlirrcd  tribes,  there  arc  domestic  fowls, 
ducks,  guinea-liens,  paroquets,  parrots,  piijcons,  tunle^doTes,  crab- 
catchers,  curlewh  ;  aud,  in  faei,  birll^»  of  almost  every  description,  some 
of  which  are  very  valuable  for  their  plumage. 

Bet  notwtthsiaiiiding  the  abundance  which  is,  or  might  be,fajeed  oo 
thie  -Island,  there  is  no  commerce,  and  the  price  of  refreshmenta  for 
ships  which  stop  here  for  supplies  is  far  too  high  to  be  termed  reason^- 
ablr.  For  a  biillork  thev  rhargc  from  thirty  to  tliirty-fivc  dollars ; 
for  iong-haired  Aiacan  s'utp,  four  doUarn  apiece;  milrli  goats, 
three  dollars;  hogs  of  a  middling  size,  five  dollars;  turkeya,  one 
iMtar  and  a  half ;  fowls,  four  dollars  a  dozen.  Fruit  and  vegetables, 
however,  of  all  kinds,  may  be  bought  of  the  slaves  at  a  moderate 
price.  The  cistern  which  supplies  the  shipping  with  water  is  al  the 
bottom  of  the  hill  on  which  the  castle  is  erected,  and  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  the  beach.  The  water,  however,  is  not  of  the  best 
quality,  being  somewhat  brackif»h  to  tlie  taste,  p:tr!!»-i)Iarly  in  dry 
seasons,  at  which  umes  there  is  oitcn  a  scarcity  ot  provisions  and  all 
the  Meeaaaries  of  lile.  Indeed,  I  was  credmy  inlormed  that  theee 
periods  of  famine  are  semethnce  so  severe  that  great  numbers  of  the 

Cr  wretched  negro  slaves  perish  for  want.  The  govcriMNr  dertvea 
ehief  pnOit  from  the  salee  of  catito  to  the  sbi^  wbich  toiidi  hevsb 
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month. 

As  I  was  crossiag  Uic  parade-ground,  oa  my  way  (o  risit  the  forti- 
fications, 1  again  enooimiered  my  fair  friends,  tin  ladies  with  whom  1 
hadbreikliatedfOndwiihwiiomllndpM^^  Ooleming 
my  purpose,  they  politely  oftrsd  to  accompany  me,  a  pffi|ioiitiott 

which  T  eagerly  arrc»plcd.  We  accordingly  left  the  promenade  to- 
gether, and  procrcded  to  what  is  here  denominated  n  fort,  but  whirli 
would  become  almost  any  other  appellation  equally  well.  J?ehind 
the  ruins  of  a  parapet-waJt,  which  once  faced  the  hay,  me  piaiUed 
liztecn  oM  iras  ciiimni  of  diffsrait  edibcfs.  Bosidos  dus  post,  scv* 
ere]  high  platfimn  poiots  that  surroimd  the  bay  m  slso  dolended  in 
a  timilar  manner,  em  of  which  is  guarded  by  a  negro  family.  Tliere 
arc  no  regular  troops,  neither  European  nor  native,  a  few  Portiigncse 
officers  excepted ;  so  thai  ihv  friirc  of  ihe^^e  works  must  depend 
upon  the  militia,  one  of  whom  is  seen  standing  as  sentinel,  at  the 
diimiee  of  emy  doiea  yards,  tfarougboat  the  town*  lliese  wretched 
Ml  oncUy  comtpopd  with  the  iHtiicMioi»»  both  m  dreas  and 
teeoutrenMBla.  Thiay  m  of  alt  possible  coaiptoTiniH  that  a  palmer's 
imap^inatioM  can  conretve,  nnrl  if  pnraflcd  nrconHn^  to  shades^  wouhl 
Ittmisb  a  practical  iiiustration  of  tbe  foUowiog  para^Tkal  coiiplot : 

**  FUsdHMd  ia4  iraih,  onpowd  like  Mark  umI  wUi^ 

"With  re«?perf  to  their  arm*?,  scarcely  one  mu^^vet  m  ten  can  boast  the 
ron\rnient  appfni  i  i-^r  of  a  lock,  or  at  lensi  one  that  will  give  fire; 
and  about  half  tlieu  jjuii-barrels  are  actualiv  laslied  to  their  stocks  by 
cords,  thooffs  of  lather,  or  wire  !  And  as  regards  p€ri>oual  appearanct^, 
FalaCaflTb  rorees  were  a  troop  of  daadica  to  than. . 

When  vessels  are  about  to  sai],tho  governor  requires  tliem  notify 
him  of  (he  time,  in  order  that  he  may  make  signals  for  the  diil'ereni 
bnttrrirs  :o  Ir-t  them  pa*:**.  I  could  scarcely  refrain  from  smiling 
wlieri  lu.s  excellency  informed  me  that  this  was  a  neccssan,-  ceremoir\*, 
and  at  the  same  time  gravely  assuring  me  tliat  on  my  hoii»iing  a  flag 
U  dia  fow^  ho  woidd  imnec^ately  give  otdaim  by  signal  for  Iho  batto- 
tiea  not  to  detain  my  feaad.  I  applauded  the  arrangement,  and  ex- 
pressed my  acknowledgmenta  for  bis  politeness ;  although  I  waa  aat- 
isficdlhat  with  tlie  rrrw  of  the  Antarctic,  I  mi«;!it  land  and  spike  every 
gun  in  the  place,  and  then  go  to  sea  at  o\ir  It  istire.  The  bay  of  Port 
Fraya,  iwwever,  possesses  the  greatest  capabilities  ot  being  tlronaly 
^Mtiified  against  nautical  assailants  i  and  by  a  simple  wall,  creeled  tu 
ihoee  placei  where'  the  aides  of  the  taUe-hiU  are  not  perpeadicBlar, 
the  town  BUgiil  be  seemed  fram  a  coup  dc  main. 

In  the  eenUe  of  the  govemor^s  citadel  (the  forttiications  wc  were 
now  eTamifiiriff)  is  the  pr-^ve  of  a  brave  English  officer,  Cnpt  lin  Evc- 
Icifihi  the  spot  bein^^  ili>immiishrd  hv  a  patch  of  po.vrnin  lU  of  round 
pebbles.  This  higiily  uitTituriotH  naval  officer  conmiaudcd  his  Iki- 
taanic  majesty *s  ship  Acteon,  rated  as  a  sloop-of-war,  and  waa  alain  in 
octiiD  wnh  a  PiwK^  fngate* 
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Fmn  the  Knra  w.diaeaiddl  by  a  zigzag  pad^  to  a  nJkf  on  Iha 
left,  wlueh  iiiy  §ur  tAoenotm  called  tiie  val  oe  TrinUlad,  over  whieli 

are  scattered  some  clusters  of  date-trees,  some  mimosas,  and  other 
s^ntaneous  vegetation.    Biu  Uie  most  successful  attempts  at  cultiva- 
tion are  in  the  vicinity  of  the  weils  which  supj)ly  the  town  and  ship* 
ping  with  water.    In  the  upper  part  of  ihin  valley  !:>  a  negro  but^ 
iriiieb  ii  aunooiMled  by  a  miaerable  plantatkm  of  cotton  duuba* 
Water  akoe  i»  wanting  to  render  the  son  of  this  valley  fruitful ;  and 
a  aaflfelent  quantity  for  the  purpose  of  iiTigation  might  be  obtained  by 
^Bgging  to  a  moderate  depth.    But  even  this  trifling  exertion  is  too 
great  an  untleit  ikiiiij  to  be  attempted  by  the  present  generation  of  in- 
iiabituiitii,  vvuu  inu:>t  give  place  to  a  very  dilfereui  race  of  people 
befoia  this  or  any  oUier  i^iea  of  iffi|»ovenient  oan  be  effeotedi 
Tfaoogh  the  mimosa  grows  to  a  largo  aize,  even  in  the  most  arid  spota 
of  the  island,  the  inhabitants  have  never  thought  of  planting  them  ia 
the  town*,  whrre  they  would  not  only  be  ornamental,  but  extremely 
useful  m  niuiierating  tlie  excessive  heat  caused  by  the  action  of  the 
eun  on  the  ferruginous  sands.  i 
Onr  padoetfiaa  amnton  extended  about  two  nilea  from  town,  to 
tba  npper  part  of  the  valley,  where  the  goyamoi^a  oonntiy-boaee  ia 
aknated.    The  youngest  of  my  fair  companions  informed  laa  thattliia 
was  her  father's  property',  and  that  it  was  to  be  her  marriage  dower. 
I  looked  at  the  blushing  maiden,  anil  then  at  the  premises.    At  the 
foot  of  the  precipice,  near  the  house,  m  a  very  beautiful  garden,  con- 
taiaiag  oranges,  lemons,  plantains,  bananas,  pine-apples,  coooannt- 
tiaoBv  and  many  other  kinds  of  ezoellent  fruit,  and  a  rariOQr  of  vega« 
taUee. 

Tho  interior  of  the  island,  I  was  informed,  is  raiu  h  more  fertile 
than  liiose  purls  whicli  are  near  the  seashore;  tlic  valleys  being  well 
^ratered  by  iiiUe  springs,  some  of  whicli  form  small  brooks  and  rills. 
Near  the  centre  of  die  iaiand,  some  of  the  valleys  are  corered  with 
plantationa  of  frnits  and  vegetableSf  and  the  hills  are  well  elothed 
with  grass,  affording  pasture  for  numerous  herds  of  cattle  and  flocha 
of  sheep. 

We  rc'virned  to  (lie  govrnior's  house  about  four  o'clork,  when  we 
found  that  dinner  wa:*  waiimg  for  us,  and  in  a  few  niiiiuics  we  were 
all  seated  at  the  table.  The  party  was  lai'ge,  compri:2iij^  seven  ladies, 
which  imparted  a  polish  and  refinement  to  the  conversation  which 
hcUIom  exist  ia  a  company  where  they  are  not  presenti  After  dinner 
tlio  hi  lirs  rntertniiicd  us  with  several  songs,  accompanied  by  the 
piano-lurte  ;:Md  <:iiitur ;  and  about  seven  oV'lock  I  took  ray  leave, 
iughly  delighted  with  tlie  recrt  iuoiis  of"  the  day,  and  ilio  hoonitaliiy 
of  my  kind  entertainers.  On  ieaciaag  the  beach,  1  found  laaL  tiic 
refreshments  I  had  ordered  were  all  in  readinesSt  and  we  lost  no  timo 
ia  !i  iMiig  them  conveyed  on  board. 

The  beautiful  bay  of  Port  Praya  is  formed  by  two  points  which 
bear  from  each  other  about  east  and  wc^t,  distant  one  mile  and  three- 
quarters,  with  water  ol"  a  ven,' equal  depth.  A  small  black  islanc?, 
with  a  Hat  lop,  is  siluaied  on  the  webl  side  oi  the  bay,  and  is  called 
the  Ilia  of  Quails.  Fkom  the  south  and  of  this  islaud  runs  a  xocky 
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point,  rxicndinp  al>oui  a  ruble's  leiiglhi  in  a  south-we?t  direction. 
There  arc  also  sonic  rocks,  which  piil  off  Uic  west  poiiu  ol  the  bay, 
to  the  distance  of  about  one  hundred  MoBi,  tad  in  nUing  (rooi  this 
port  in  Uin  night,  it  requirw  some  care  to  avoid  them,  portieiduif 
when  the  wind  i*  light  and  ivell  to  the  eastward* 

With  respect  to  the  anchorage,  it  may  he  propor  to  ohscrvp.  that 
large  ships  should  lay  well  out,  and  not  more  th^  two  hundred 
faihoms  from  ilie  east  shore,  in  order  to  ensure  their  weatiieriiig  tlie 
west  point  of  the  bay,  in  going  to  sea  at  night,  ahotdd  the  wind  be 
li^  and  fiur  to  the  eaatward.  The  wind  genetally  hangs  in  that 
quarter  blaring  the  roontha  of  November,  Deccmhor,  and  Januarys 
though  it  occasionally  veers  to  the  northward.  The  best  situation  for 
nhip«  to  lie  in  is  with  tho  flag-staff  in  the  fort  at  the  town  bearing 
nortii-wcsi ;  Point  Tamaros,  or  the  webt  extremity  of  the  bay,  south- 
w«tt;  and  the  eastern  point,  easi-somh-east,  off  the  landing-placn 
VMafle^  and  off  the  eaat  shore  two  cahlea*  length.  At  this  plaee  thn 
winib  am  generally  Aval  the  north-east  quarter,  and  frequently  thn 
weather  is  cloudy  with  squalls.  It  seldom  ndn*?  in  the  dry  season^ 
but  a  heavy  haze  mostly  prevails.  When  the  weiiihcr  is  settled,  there 
are  often  regular  land  and  sea-breezes  in  tlie  bay  of  Port  Praya. 
The  aaapbreeie  aeta  in  near  noon,  and  ends  about  ffvo  in  thn  albBr- 
liOM ;  aAar  whieh  time  the  north-east  wind  aets  in  towards  evening, 
and  eontinnfis  during  the  mght,  and  often  until  nino  o'clock  in  tko- 

mornm*!. 

There  in  always  Bonie  «;nil  on  tl\r  htm-h  al  the  head  of  the  bay  ; 
therefore,  in  taking  freoh  wuicr,  Ik'^sis  should  Uy  at  their  grapnels, 
and  nli  the  casks  on  shore,  and  alongside  of  the  ship,  taking  care  that 
they  are  perfectly  tight  and  welt  bunged.  When  the  surf  is  high,  there 
is  a  good  landing-plaee  on  a  roeky  pobt  at  tlie  aooih-east  side  of  the 
head  of  the  hnrhour,  where  a  pathway  will  be  seen  leading  to  the- 
town.  It  IS  also  nccpssarv  to  hp  cautions  in  carrying  sail  in  boats  in 
tlie  bay,  as  the  pulTs  of  wuid  irom  tiic  lugliiundti  are  very  sudden  and 
dangerotii. 

As  soon  as  the  rerreshmenls  were'safely  stowed  onboard,!  hoisted 

the  requisite  signal  on  the  fore,  and  got  onder  way'  at  nine,  P.  M., 
while  the  povemor's  pass-Mii»ni^l  m  ii*?  proiiiptly  <]isplayed  from  the 
,  citadel.  We  steered  lo  the  south-west,  w  itli  a  hue  breeze  from  north- 
east, and  fair  weather.  At  ten,  P.  M.,  we  saw  the  burning  volcano  of 
Fogo,  or  Fuego,  au  island  lying  abotit  thirty  miles  west-south-west  of 
6t  Jago. 

I  Hds'  island  is  nearly  circular,  being  about  five  leaguea  from  east  t» 

west,  and  fctn  Imirps  from  north  to  south.  On  its  eastern  part  Is  a 
hic^h  volrnnu  nmuntattn  which  is  cnntinually  burning,  ;ii  timps  ejecting 
llames  and  liquid  sulphur.  This  island  is  very  ilaiiiy  uihabiied  ;  but 
it  produces  fruit,  vegetables,  cattle,  sheep,  and  goals.  8hips  may 
ebtaitt  refreshments  hen  fnm  the  town  of  Lns,  which  ia  built  at  ffie 
head  of  a  tolerable  good  harbour,  on  the  west  side  of  the  island. 

Nine  leagues  to  the  westward  of  Fuego  is  the  small  but  fertile 
^*5]nnd  of  Brava,  which  is  about  four  leases  m  eirrumference,  and  of 
<aoderate  elevation.   It  is  said  to  be  the  most  iruitlui  of  all  the  Cape 
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Yerd  isiauda.    Vono  Fuiao  ia  on  the  east  side  of  the  island,  and 
good  hailioar  for  voasclo  oader  two  hondfod  tons.  It  lias  a  narrow 
oolrancet  and  if  large  ships  visit  this  port,  they,  will  bo  obliged  to 
warp  out,  whieh  may  be  done  with  great  ease  in  the  morning.    But  I 

should  rerommen(1  Port  Furr.co  t)iat  lies  on  the  soulh  side  of  the 
island,  or  Poi  to  I';i|en-(lugo,  on  tlie  west  side  for  sliips  to  touch  at  for 
refreshments,  wood,  water,  <fec.  as  those  places  are  both  good  har- 
bour;;^,  iiud  the  best  for  obtaining  fruit,  vegetables,  beef,  pork,  goats,, 
wood,  and  water  of  any  in  the  whole  group.  Ships  liound  to  this- 
Islandf  need  apprehend  no  danger  in  approaching  it  on  either  sidoy. 
more  than  one  cable*s  lengtli  from  the  shore*  The  inhabitants  are 
in(!ustrious  -.md  obligiog,  and  the  ladies  are  sprightly,  iatelligenty  and. 
modest;  and  are  particularly  partial  to  Americans. 

Before  closing  this  chapter,  and  taking  leave  of  the  Cape  Verd 
Islands,  I  think  it  proper  to  remaik  that  some  eharis  are  marked  wit^ 
feefr  thai  do  not  actually  exist.  It  is  my  fimconvietion  that  m  passing 
between  these  islands  and  the  African  coast,  notliing  need  be  fcaied  hook 
the  Porgas  shoal,  which  is  said  to  be  about  ini'l-rliannel.  1  am  aware 
that  camion  is  the  parent  of  security,  and  that  it  is  best  to  err  on  the 
safe  side  of  the  question.  But  I  have  ex.aminedthc  log-books  of  many 
ships  wliich  have  passed  over  the  spot  which  this  shoal  was  supposed 
to  oecu]^,  and  have  become  convinced  that  it  does  not  exist. 
,  The  jBonetta  shoal  and  rodts  have  also  been  reported  as  dangm 
carefully  to  bo  avoided  by  ships  passing  between  Africa  and  the  Cape 
Verds.  They  are  said  to  lie  forty-two  leagues  east-by-no rt!\  from  the 
north  cad  of  Bonavista ;  with  shoal  water  on  tlieni,  three  miles  in 
length  uorth-eabi  and  soutli-west,  and  about  half  that  breadth.  This 
reef  may  also  be  put  down  as  not  existing,  for  I  have  crossed  the  sit— 
mlioQ  assigned  to  it,  and  have  examined  the  log-bo<As  of  more  thaa. 
twenty  ^ips  who  have  vainly  endeavoured  to  sight  iu 

There  is  likewise  said  to  be  a  reef  of  rocks  lying  ten  leagues  to  tba- 
north-east  of  Bonavista,  of  about  the  length  of  wvn  cables,  and  of  a 
breadili  of  half  tiiat  distance,  nearly  even  with  the  surface  of  the  water. 
As  most  of  the  ships  running  iur  the  islands  of  Sal  or  Bonavista  iixsu 
make  them  bearing  from  west  to  south-west,  it  is  strange  that  the  reef, 
jnst  mentioiied  has  never  been  seen  by  any  of  them ;  and  the  fact  that 
It  has  not  fomished  just  reasons  to  doubt  its  existence. 

We  were  now  prepared  to  pursue  our  voyage  to  its  ultimate  point  oC 
destination.  More  than  thirty  days  had  el;i[>sed  -incn  we  leO  tlie  port 
of  New-York,  iu  which  time  we  had  crossed  the  wide  Atlantic,  and 
sighted  every  island  and  rock  in  the  Cape  Verd  group,  and  landed  on 
the  most  of  them.  The  reader  rausl  think  it  hidi  time  that  I  said 
something  eooeemmg  the  merits  of  my  vessel,  m  tlus  her  first  essay^^ 
on  the  element  of  her  adoption.  1  will  do  so  before  1  proceed  any 
further :  ajid  the  only  reason  whidi  induced  mc  to  defer  it  until  the 
present  moment  was  to  give  the  Antarctic  a  fair  trial  before  i  rccorUed 
my  testimony  of  her  character.    It  is  i his :  — 

A  better  sea-boat  never  floated  upon  blue  water,  smooth  or  rough, 
tfaan  the  schooner  Antaretie.  She  has  eqnaUed  my  wishea,  and  tiws* 
mM  my  expootaiioiis.  I  shall  strive  luiid  to  mdor  bcr  name  iat^ 
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mortal ;  and  if  1  am  ever  fortunate  enough  to  rp-enter  the  circle  from 
^vhit•h  she  derives  her  name,  it  shall  go  hard  wnh  me  bui  liic  llying- 
jib'booai  oi  my  vessel  will  point  still  nearer  to  the  wnith  pole  than 
noithem  pine haa  ever done.  But  mond  tfiia  hemfter. 

We  continued  steering  to  the  south,  with  fine  breeies  from  the  north- 
•east*  until  Thursday,  the  31st  of  Jid  v,  at  which  time  we  lost  the  north- 
en*?!  trndes,  in  !at.  9"  50'  north,  long.  20^  14  wp^t  :  v^rir^ffon  per  azi- 
tinnli  IG^  1 1  westerly :  the  current  setting!  wesi-south-we.st,  ilarteen 
iniics  in  twenty-four  lioiu^.  From  the  last-mentioned  date  to  the 
6ih  of  Augiiat  we  had  tbe  winda  from  aovtlMreel  to  aomh'aomh  eiat, 
attended  with  mnch  rain;  we  then  look  the  aontli-eaat  tiade-wind 
from  aoQtli-floiidi-oaat,  and  fair  weather,  in  lat.  i""  25'  north,  long.  9V 
AT  west ;  variation  per  azhnuth,  at  10,  A.  M.,  1 45'  westerly  :  f-ur- 
rcnt  setting  to  the  north-weet-by-wesi,  fourteen  miles  in  twenty-lour 
lioiu^. 

August  7lA.-*4Hi  tfie  Ibllowing  day,  which  was  'Drarsday,  we 
eroeaed  the  equator,  in  long.  W  M'  weat«  wMi  a  fine  hraem  frov 

aoitth-east  to  east-south-east,  and  fair  weather.   We  were  now  ji»t 

about  half-w^ry  hr  twpen  the  roast  of  Africn  anfl  that  of  Brazil ;  Sinm 
Leone  bearing  north-east,  and  Pemambuco  &uuth-west.  It  may  li^ic 
be  proper  to  observe,  that  ships  bound  round  the  Cape  oi  C»ood  Hope 
should  always  pass  ten  or  fifteen  leagues  to  the  westward  of  the  Cape 
Verd  Islands,  if  they  need  no  refreshnenla ;  and  endeafonr  to  leave 
the  north-east  trades  in  between  twenty-two  and  twenty-three  degrece 
of  west  luiiciriKle.  They  should  also  endeavour  to  cross  the  equator 
ill  the  same  longitude  at  all  seasons  of  the  year;  by  all  ending  to  which 
they  w  ill  invariably  shorten  their  passage,  and  have  the  weather  more 
regular. 

August  After  crossing  the  equator  we  eonltmied  etandin|f  to 

tlie  southward,  with  a  iine  breesse  from  south-east  to  east-south-east, 
and  fair  weather,  until  Monday,  wlirn  wc  lost  the  south-east  trade-wind 

in  Inf.  28^^  14'  wnth,  lonfr.  2R^4'  west.  On  tTip  followinu  day  we  took 
a  li'jlit  breeze  from  wedl-^-ouih-v.T*?!.  On  Wtiincaduy,  ilie  20th,  we 
Xk^ie  ill  lat.  30^  37'  south ;  and  ai  1,  V.  M.,  oui  lat.  was  30"  40  soulli, 

long.  28^41' westt  with  the  wind  from  west^soutb-weat,  and  fruir 
weather. 

I  now  deternjiiod  to  sight  the  bland  of  Saxenburgh^  if  snch  an 
island  really  existed  within  any  reasonable  distanre  nf  ihe  5:pot  in 
whifh  it  is  «?aid  to  be.sitrntcd.  The  location  whifh  has  been  assigned 
to  it  is  about  half-way  between  tbe  eastern  coast  of  South  America  and 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  lat.  30''  43  south,  and  long.  19=*  30'  west. 
Wc  made  a  due  east  coarse,  keeping  two  men  at  the  mast-head,  day 
and  night,  until  we  were  in  lon^^.  17^  21  west,  without  seeing  any  indi* 
cnfions  nf  ]nnd  whatever.  Dui'rTT  ihe  time  of  our  makin?  this  nm  of 
eleven  dejiree",  we  were  not  ilirrr  mile^  from  tlic  parallel  of  30'  40', 
excepting  about  <  !i:bt  hours ;  wliea  on  Snturflnv,  the  23d  of  Aufni«?t, 
WQ  were  roused  by  ilic  cheering  cry  from  the  mast-head  of  "  Land,  ho  ! 
lend,  ho  f  about  sht  points  off  the  ataihoard  bow.** 

We  now  had  the  wmd  from  west-by^sovith,  which  permitted  ua 
Jmid  np  lor  it ;  but  after  running  in  that  directios  about  four  hom»  at 


Uiyitized  by  Google 


Aug.]  ISLAND  OF  SAXUNBURGH.  %gf 


tbe  MM  of  dght  nfles  Mi  hoar,  our  taililiiMg  ImA  look  a  nddon 
■tut,  tad  foott  aboot  ten  degrees  above  Um  iwoMii.  Ooonnoed  tint 

wc  conW  nrrpr  come  up  to  it  in  the  onii nary  course  of  navigation,  v.'p 
now  lacivn]  and  stood  to  the  northward.  Wp  hnd  likewise  seen  laud 
the  day  before,  at  4,  P.  M.,  exactly  in  our  wai^e,  which  appeared  to  be 
about  twenty  miios  dkitant. 

<At^»jf  MA.— Oa  Soadaj  wo  iamd  ombIvoo  in  lot.  S0^41'Miilb, 
long.  15°  57'  west,  and  feeling  satiefied  that  any  farther aearch  for  Sax* 
enburgli  Island  would  be  a  iisrlpss  waste  of  timej  we  shaped  our 
course  for  the  south  Afrirnn  ctjast,  our  tirst  point  of  destination  bcMitr 
Sald^iihu  Bay,  a  little  south  of  tlie  parallel  on  winch  we  were  now 
runniag  to  the  east.  We  crossed  the  meridian  of  Greenwich  on  ilie 
Mih,inkaiaoda8«»M'& 

The  island  of  Saxenburgh  is  said  to  liave  been  first  seen  by  J.  Lin* 
dcman,  a  Dutcli  navigator,  who  sailed  from  Monikendam,  in  1670.  On 
the  23d  of  August,  of  that  year,  he  discovered  an  island,  as  he  sin>- 
posed,  hearing  norih-east-by-north,  distant  about  six  leagues.  He  de- 
scribed it  very  particularly,  and  accompanied  his  description  with  a 
Tiew  taken  at  aondown  of  the  lame  day.  He  representa  it  as  having 
a  remarkable  nanow  peak,  Eke  a  colnmn,  rising  near  the  centre  of  the 
island,  and  he  named  his  new  discovery  Saxenburgh,  in  honour  of  a 
German  town  of  that  name  in  the  circle  of  Westphalia,  twenty  miles 
north-west  of  Ilanovcr. 

Captain  Galloway,  in  the  American  ship  Fanuy,  bound  to  Canton, 
in  1804,  supposed  that  he  saw  this  island  at  ten  loagoeo*  distance,  and 
states  that  it  was  in  sight  four  hours  fiom  the  raast-hood,  without 
changing  its  appearance,  which  exhibited  a  peaked  hill  in  the  centre, 
and  a  bluff  at  the  west  end,  situated  in  the  latitude  of  30°  48',l)Ut two 
degrees  farther  cast  than  laid  down  in  the  chart. 

This  illusory  island  was  again  supposed  to  have  been  seen  by  Cap- 
tain J.  0.  Head,  in  the.  ship  True  Briton,  on  a  voyage  to  Calcutta,  tho 
9th  of  Mareh,  1816.  The  Iog4MN>k  of  this  states,  that  At  8, 
A.M.,fre8h  btoezesifom  north-by-west,  and  daikdondy  weather,  saw 
what  we  supposed  to  be  an  island,  bearing  east-south-cast,  distant  six 
leagues,  forming  a  high  pinnacle  ai  the  soudiem  end,  and  ::rndn;ilh- de- 
creasing in  height  to  the  north  end.  At  10,  A.  M.,  squally  we  ulicr, 
the  laud  havmg  still  the  same  appearance  as  the  clouds  cleared  oil  at 
intervals.  At  noon  oar  latitude  by  obsermtion  SO^  sooth,  loo|r.  21*^ 
40"  west,  by  mean  of  three  chnmometeri ;  the  centre  of  the  island 
bearing  east4)v-north-half-north  per  compass,  twenty-four  miles.  At 
2,  A.  M.,  cloudy  weather  with  rain,  lost  sight  of  the  land,  which  we 
concluded  was  the  island  of  Saxenburgh,  laSd  down  by  Captam  Hors* 
biu'gh  asdoubiiul." 

CajMain  James  Hotahurgh,  F.BJ3.  who  has  had  twenty-one  years' 
expenentio  as  shipmaster  in  the  India  trade,  says  diathe  has,  at  two  ^ 
ferent  times,  endeavoured  to  gain  sl^tof  thisdonbtiul  island,  by  cross* 
in*;^ the loiigitude  of  19°  wesf,  at  onetime  n  few  mile*?  to  the  southward 

i's  latitude  ;  and  at  aiioilif  v  linie  u  1  title  more  northerly  tlian the  lati- 
tude assigned  to  it,  without  seeing  any  indications  of  land. 
: '  ^  TroA  my  own  obsenratiQus,  and  those  of  " 
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lirii  navigaion  wha  hsre  mUvnumd  to  tiglit  tUs  ithnd  of  lii»<B- 
burgh,  I  am  of  opinini  thai  Meh  an  ialuid  does  aotttiit   Cknidst  «x- 

acfly  like  land  in  appearance,  wiU  aomeiuBea  temain  stationary  at  diA 

horizon  in  ihis  part  of  the  ocean,  for  a  great  length  of  time,  and  are 
easily  mistaken  for  distant  islands.  Tlie  natural  conclusion  is,  that 
those  gentlemen  wlio  have  reported  to  have  seen  the  bland  of  Saxen- 
1>nrgh  mast*  have  been  deceived  by  one  of  ihoae  siatioBaiy  deuds 
wfa&  are  commoo  ui  this  parallel. 

8ept*  4th, — ^We  continued  our  easterly  eourse,  with  strong  winds 
from  west-north-wesi  l<>  south-south-east,  and  occasional  foul  weather, 
until  we  made  the  Africrm  roast,  in  lat.  33^  18'  south,  and  on  this 
morniug,  ivhic^  was  Thursday,  at  6,  A.  M.,  we  anchored  in  baidanha 
Bay,  in  fiMir  fathoms  of  water,  mud  and  clay  bottom,  entirely  land- 
locked,  and  aheheied  fiom  all  winds. 


CHAPTER  UI. 

The  Capfi  of  Good  Hope — A  Brief  HiBiorv  and  Description  of  the  Colony — Sal- 
danha  Bay — St.  Helenas  Bay — Berg  or  Mountain  River — ^The  Vale  of  Drakcn* 

slcin — Oliphant  or  Elephant  Ri%'er — Konssie  River — Cape  VoHaa — Volcanic 
Productions — Projected  Speculation — The  Gariep  or  Orange  Rirer — ^An^s 
Jontas  Bay — Whale  Bay-— Poasesoion  Island — Elizabeth  Buy — A  Peep  at  the 
Interior — An?rn  JVquenn,  or  Santa  Cruz — Ichaboe  Island  — Mercury  Island— 
Intercouriic  with  the  ^ allocs — Bird  Ibiaiid — Sandwich  Harbour — WaiwichBay. 

The  southern  extremity  of  Airica,  since  it  became  the  seat  of  a 

European  colony,  has  funned  an  interesting  subject  for  the  investiga- 
tion of  travrllors.  h  has  been  risited,  and  explored,  um]  doscribcd,  by 
many  dI  ilif  most  nujuisiiix e  and  scirnfific  cfcopraphtib  of  ilie  ago  ; 
and  yet,  witix  tiic  cxccptiuu  of  Cape  Town  aud  iu»  viciuity,  tliis  country 
.appears  to  be  very  imperfectly  known.  Very  little  additional  informa- 
tiotti  however,  ean  be  cxpci  tea  from  an  humble  individeal  like  me,  who 
am  not  meet  to  be  called**  a  geographer,  and  who  merely  resorts  to 
foreign  regions  in  the  "beaten  way"  of  business, —  having  an  rye  more 
to  ihe  interests!  of  mv  employers  than  to  the  physical  aspect  or  moral 
condition  of  liie  eoiniLiies  I  visit.  1  shall,  therefore,  merely  remitid  the 
reader  of  such  promincni  historical  facts  as  will  enable  him  to  accom- 
pany me  ah>ng  the  coast,  from  the  Cape  to  the  twenty<sceond*degref 
of  south  latitude,  without  being  compelled  lo  (  \  iaim,  ih  the  language 
of  .Terry  H;nvt!torn,     I'm  ni  fault — can't  follow." 

Tin  '-ouiheni  promonioi y  of  Africa,  comnjonly  callrd  tlie  Cnpe  of 
Liood  iiope,  is  a  peuiusula,  nearly  ten  ic  Hgiies  ill  leiiuth,  ('(>tn|iOsed  of 
a  vast  mass  of  mountains  and  rocky  land,  beuvccn  the  iuuiudcs  of  33^ 
99*  and  84^  9!t  B.  h  was  discovered  by  Bartliolomcw  Diss,  an  emi- 
aent  Portuguese  navigalor,  la  1487,  who  named  U  Cefto  Tarmentot^ 
or  tlie  Stormy  Cape,  on  account  of  the  boisterous  weather,  the  sfiat- 
A-ered  state  of  his  ships,  and  tiic  mutinous  dis|>o^4ition  of  his  crew, — all 
4»t  which  difficulties  combined,  compelled  huu  to  return  to  Poitngal 
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witlMMtt  doobliDg  lbs  cape  Iw  bad  discovered.  The  king  hit  naslart 
however,  gave  it  llie  name  of  ^*  Good  Hope^  as  he  had  now  good  rea- 
son to  hope  that  around  this  newly-discovered  point  of  Africa  Iny  t^f 
long-wished-for  passage  to  India.  This  hope  was  rpalizcU  by  the  more 
successful  Yasco  de  Gama,  who  ten  years  uUcrxvard  duubled  the  cape, 
aad  patted  la  die  coaat  of  Malabar. 

After  aeveral  unsuccessful  attampia  by  the  Poringneae  to  plant  % 
colony  here,  the  Dutch  finaDy  aticceeded,  in  1650,  under  the  direetMNt 
of  V  an  Riebeck,  who,  having  concluded  a  irenty  with  the  natives,  took 
possession  of  the  cape  peninsula,  and  laid  tlie  t  o inidation  of  the  present 
town,  by  erecting  a  fort  of  wood  and  earth,  and  »ome  other  necessary 
buiidiogs,  which  he  caUed  Kur  ds  Kouy — a  defence  against  all.  If 
was  ia  the  geoHioe  Daleh  a^tet  like  the  Ibitnaa  which  ihey  erected 
for  the  defence  of  their  AmeneaB  coloiiy  Fori  Anateidaiiit  now  the  ckf 
of  New-York. 

Van  Riebeck  soon  discovered  llie  passion  which  the  poor,  weak,  but 
peaceful  and  laoileu^ive  Ilottenlots  had  concf  ivcd  for  spiniuous  liquors, 
£r8t  introduced  among  them  by  Chrislian  navig.iior^  ,  and  being  a  gen- 
tlenaa  of  aoflie  sagacity,  he  thought  it  good  policy*  to  tam  their  Irailty 
to  his  own  advantage.  Thus,  by  giving  these  ample  petqple  a  Pbw 
casks  of  brandy,  a  Jittle  tobacco,  iron,  and  some  paltry  trinkets,  he 
obtained  from  them  a  part  of  their  country,  and  many  of  their  flocks 
and  herds.  The  price  of  an  ox  was  Uien  a  piece  of  an  iron  hoop,  ami 
the  purchase  of  a  w  hole  district  only  cost  a  cask  of  brandy.  | 

A  hundred  male  members  constituted  the  first  colony  of  the  cape : 
Iheae  were  afterward  jomed  hy  an  equal  number  of  femalea  from  the 
honaea  of  indnstry  in  Holland,  ami  also  by  a  number  of  French  refill 
gees,  who  were  compelled  to  leave  their  native  country  in  1685,  on 
account  of  religious  perseoution.  The  population,  from  that  porioc?, 
rapidly  increased ;  !iu  w  il  l  boasts  were  extirpated,  or  driven  to  the 
iutenur,  and  the  Dutch  coiiuuucd  to  extend  ilieir  encroachments^over 
the  richeal  districla  of  the  country  ibr  more  than  a  century* 

In  1790f  dnrinff  the  French  refoluiion,  die  English  look  posaeaaioii 
of  this  colony,  ana  retained  it  seven  years;  but  delivered  it  up  to  the 
RatHvian  republic  by  the  treaty  of  Amiens  in  1802.  In  1806  it  was 
again  taken  by  ilie  British,  under  whose  dominion  if  still  remains. 

'J'his  extensive  colony  i-^  t'oundcd  on  the  west  and  soutii  by  ihe  ocean, 
on  Uie  north  by  ihe  River  Kuussie  and  the  country  of  tlie  Uosjesmau 
Hottentots,  and  on  the  eaat  by  the  Great  Fish  River  and  the  country 
of  a  savage  race  called  the  Oaffres,  who  have  given  the  cokmiata  more 
Irouble  than  all  other  obstacles  combined.  The  settlement  compiiaea 
nn  area  of  more  rbnn  our  hinnlrcd  and  twenty-eight  thousand  square 
miles,  ilie  greater  part  of  wijidi  is  rovcred  with  naked  moimtains,  bc- 
tweeu  the  sloping  declivities  of  wliich  are  exten&n  e  plains,  destitute  of 
mnninf  water,  caUed  Karroos.  These  plains,  howev  er,  are  not  whoUy 
deeerte,  aa  haa  been  nepreaented  by  inaocnrate  tmYeUera;  hot  are  at 
oertnin  seaaoiis  of  the  year  clothed  w  ith  Terdnre,  and  covered  widi 
flowers  of  beautiful  tints  and  delightfVil  fragrance. 

The  north  end  of  the  promontor}'  forms  Table  Hay,  on  the  south 
abore  of  which  ataods  Cape  Toira»  at  the  (oot  o^  Tabic  Mountain,  the 
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latter  presenting  a  bold  tad  ttoort  perporfiDiilar  imaf  4me 
<Mmmri  lb*  h»drad  and  eqifaiy  ftat  abore  the  tofd  of  tlw  ta^.  Ob 

the  west  is  the  Lion's  Moantain,  to  celled  from  its  bearing  some  raoMD- 

Wancc  to  the  slnpr  of  thnt  :inimnl ;  :nv]  on  the  east  is  thr  T)r^  il's  B<»rg. 
The  miijeslic  appearaiicf  oi  these  Jicights,  partirularly  tliai  ot  'I'abie 
Mountain,  excites  the  adinirHtion  of  every  voyager  who  enters  tlie  bay. 
The  town  stands  on  a  sloping  hill,  at  the  sootlMVMt  comer  of  the  ba^, 
and  is  m  regidar,  iiMtly-bttilt  plaee,  and  well  aopfilod  with  water  kj  a 
plentilU  stream  which  issues  from  tlw  Table  Mountain.  It  cflmaiaa 
about  twelve  liiindrrr!  dwellinn'-hoTisrs,  "wTiirh  are  iriliabitcd  by  a  popu- 
lation of  eighteen  tbousaod  five  himdred  persons,  tea  Uiousaad  of  whoia 
are  blacks. 

Tiie  pimcipal  rivers  on  ibe  west  coast  tlus  colony  are  the  Ele- 
flwit  and  the  Berg  or  Bfoantan  Sitai  s  tiie  ftnner  ma  In  a  novtbei^ 

direction  along  the  foot  of  the  western  chain  of  mountains,  and  falb 
into  the  Adantic  in  latitude  SI**  30'  8. :  the  Berg  or  Mountain  River 
has  ifs  «?onrro  in  thp  mountain*;  whirh  enclose  the  Vale  of  Drakcnstcin, 
and  discharges  itsell  mio  Sr.  Helen  s  liny  The  pi  nu  ipal  bavK  on  this 
coayt  are  Table  Bay,  l  ahc  Bay,  Sl  Helen's  Bay,  and  iSaidaniia  Bay, 
wbero  «•  now  lay  at  anehor. 

Hie  entrant  to  this  fine  eonnodloiia  haibour,  wbkh  ia  tbvMgh 
a  ridge  of  granite  hills,  is  not  quite  three  miles  broad.  Ita  north  pomt 
is  in  latitude  33^  3'  S.,  lotiT.  17'  49' E..  a  little  more  seventy-five 
wiles  north  of  the  soulliern  extrernitv  of  the  <  apr.  This  bay  is  about 
fiAeen  miles  in  length,  in  the  dirrctiun  oi  nurtli  and  south,  and  adbrds 
at  all  loawwia  veiy  exoelient  shelter  and  anchorage.  Its  northern  arm 
la  ealM  Hoetjes  Bay,  cm  tbe  nonh  aide  of  wfaioh  there  ia  food  aadior^ 
age  for  abipa  of  any:  sine.  There  is  aim  deep-water  on  the  west  side 
of  it,  close  to  a  granite  pier  formed  by  nature,  where  ships  may  lie  in 
perfect  «T?fetv  in  all  seasons  of  the  year;  and  if  fiecessary  tliev  may 
iieavc-dow  n  alongside  of  tids  pier  wiiiioul  any  risk.  The  only  disad- 
vantage ia  die  n<mhem  arm  of  tlie  bay  is  the  scarcity  of  fresh  water, 
which  miglit  be  easily  remedied  by  digging  a  few  wells  of  moderate 
depth,  from  which  mUk  water  coiild  to  ofeAained  in  any  quantity,  and 
of  an  excellent  quality.  The  southern  arm  of  Saldanha  Bay,  of  which 
I  shall  speak  presently,  furnisher  ^oo^l  fresh  water  from  a  «*prin^, 
which,  if  cleared  and  enlarged,  would  supply  a  fleet  with  this  necessary 
article  in  a  very  short  time. 

In  entering  this  well-protected  bay,  attention  should  be  paid  to  the 
following  eireomstanees  and  loosUties ^  the  north  side  of  the  sa> 
tranee  is  a  small  isl  n  l,  called  MaUagassen;  and  on  the  sooth  side  is 
another,  in  a  bend  of  ilt*  l  uul.  nenr  the  shore,  called  Jutten.  Two 
mUes  eastward  of  tiie  hrst-mcntioned  island  i«  a  tlnrrl,  cnlled  Mnseiis. 
Each  of  these  islands  has  a  reef,  which  puts  otr  iVoin  Us  siiore  about  a 
eablo^  length*  As  dl  three  of  them  are  low,  and  can  be  seen  bat 
a  short  ifistanoe,  aecuracy  fai  the  TessetV  Isticnde  is  very  reqoisiis. 
The  entrance  is  nearly  three  miles  broad,  tnd  dear  of  dangan  one  ^ 
cable's  length  from  either  of  the  islands  fnst  mentianadv  between  whieh 
it  18  necessary  to  pass.  But  the  third  island,  Mnseus,  mny  be  passed 
on  either  side  at  ihe  distance  of  Ibrty  Ikthoais,  thoagh  the  widest 
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pVBMtge,  Bad  tin  ben  W  Mratigen,  it  m-  tk»  mmh  «r  it.  W«  Mb 
Tied  in  fiom  fiftecA  to  ten  iniiMM  of  wsttr,  ind  chaee  imr  n»whnr>gi 

in  four. 

Ships  going  into  this  bay  ^vith  the  intention  of  atifhoriiirr  in  its  south- 
em  arm  must  korp  the  south  shore  eiose  on  board;  and  alter  patisin^ 
the  inner  point  ol  ilie  bay,  haul  round  immediately  to  the  souUi,  and 
sndior  in  mnt  of  Bioc  Bay,  in  ivo  or  «z  IiiIkmbs  of  wsi«r,«boiit  half 
a  mile  from  the  alioto*  on  the  weat  aide  of  die  harbour.  Hera  Teeeeto 
may  lie  in  perfect  safety,  sheltered  from  all  winds  ;  and  if  in  want  of 
Iresli  water,  the  casks  may  be  rufte<l  tip  tlte  Ingoon,  on  the  floo(1-tn!<», 
and  filled  on  the  east  side  from  the  sprmg  bclvjre  mentioned,  wincli  ih 
about  half  a  mile  below  tiie  guard>house,  or  flag-biaii'.  When  the  casks 
are  fffled,  they  can  be  nAcd  downto  dM  ahiprin  a  eboit  timabytakiBg 
advantage  of  the  ehb-tide.  Firewood,  however,  is  ttarj  scarce  on  the 
banks  of  the  bay,  but  it  can  be  ptnrchased  at  a  lo«r  rate  of  die  oeigii- 
bonrinf^  farmer«,  who  wil!  hriiiff  it  to  the  ship. 

At  the  entr;inre  of  the  lagoon  on  lite  sMjiith  ^ide  of  Saidanha  Bay  are 
two  small  islands ;  wiihia  wiiich,  about  two  imies  on  the  west  side,  is 
the  Ewt  Indot  Ooaapany post ;  and  abent  one  aulo  faither  up,  on 
tba  oast  side,  ia  die  presidem's  qoartera.  Here  dieto  ia  generally-a 
justice  of  the  peaee  and  a  amall  coaipaiyof  repuhr  troopa.  Betwoen 
this  ])hire  nnd  Cape  To^rn  there  i«*  a  regular  intercourse,  and  a  maii, 
which  arrives  at  r arli  pi  ice  twice  a  week. 

Refreshments  ol  various  kinds  may  likewise  be  purchased  the 
fiumera,  wlio  cuktvate  die  soil  on  tlie  eaat  side  of  the  bay, — ^rearing 
eatde,  hoiaca,  alwepi,  and  hogs  for  the  market  at  Cape  Town.  FMila 
and  vegetables  my  be  had  in  abundance  at  a  very  moderate  price,  and 
at  a  short  notice.  A  plenty  of  exccllem  fish  may  be  caught  in  ahnost 
any  part  of  the  bay,  either  with  a  seine  or  a  hook  and  hne.  In  fact, 
this  is  an  excellent  place  for  ships  that  require  repairs,  repose,  or 
refreshmenta. 

In  nnminf  for  Mdanha  Bay  m  the  night,  or  in  thick  waadier^  one 

should  be  taken  not  to  fall  in  witli  the  land  to  the  nofdi  of  Baven^ 

Point,  which  is  the  north  point  of  the  bay ;  as  there  are  many  sunkea 
rocks  between  tliis  and  St.  Helen's  Bay,  some  of  which  run  from  diree 
to  live  miles  to  the  westward,  with  bold  water  between  them. 

Septetnber  IQlh, — ^After  taking  on  board  a  sutlicient  quantity  of  fresli 
water,  of  an  ezecAent  quality,  widi  a  fine  aioek  of  lefireafamente  of  all 
kinds,  we  got  nnder  way  on  Wednesday,  the  14Mh  of  Septeodier,  and 
steered  to  the  north,  with  a  fine  breeze  from  south-soudi-east,  and  fair 
weather,  with  tlie  intention  of  e\timi!iing  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  as 
far  as  die  tropic  of  C'apricom.  On  the  following  mornirifr.  at  five,  A.  M., 
wc  were  close  in  witii  St.  Martin's  Point,  which  lies  ui  latitude  82^  42' 
9.,  long.  W  4Xf  E. ;  fviiadoB  per  azimndi  at  nine,  A.  M.,  2T  4'  W. 
High  water  oti  foH  and  change  days  at  hd^^aat  two;  tiaoi  eerenihat, 

SH.  Martin!s  Bsint  proje<  ts  frrvm  the  eeaac  in  a  nofdi-west  direction, 
forming  the  west  side  of  St.  Helen's  Bay.  the  northern  point  of  which 
is  Cape  Dcscada.  The  di.stnncc  between  tliese  two  points  is  nine 
leagues,  and  the  bay  is  four  leagues  deep,  ninning  into  the  east  and 
Boiah-east,  with  regular  soundings,  from  twenty  to  four  fathoms,  aa 
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you  approach  ilia  iiead  of  ihe  bay,  or  soudi  shore.  Here  a  ship  will 
iintl  good  and  mISb  aaclionig«  half  a  nilefiiOBi  tlic  beach,  in  aisfathoM 
of  water,  mild  and  day  boiiom,  sheltered  fnmi  all  winda  ezcepttog  from 

north  to  nortli-wesu  These  winds,  however,  never  come  home  to  the 
bottom  of  this  bay  with  sufficient  force  to  injure  a  ship  at  any  season 
of  the  year.  In  the  summer  riionihs,  wlieti  the  southerly  wjnds  pre- 
vail, tktf  u  aiei  i:^  eaureiy  bmooth  m  aii)  purl  of  tiie  aouiliein  side  of 
ihebw^.  The  beataneteageiaabomaniiteihMnilie  acmibemahcva, 
inunediaiely  in  front  of  a  house  that  atanda  near  the  beach,  about  haif* 
way  up  the  bay,  iti  five  or  six  fatlioms  of  water,  clay  bottom. 

From  the  uejst  jx>int  of  the  bay,  alonj;  thr  south  shore,  to  the  head 
of  the  bay,  extends  a  t^haiu  of  rockb,  ruuumg  nearly  half  a  mile  from 
the  land ;  outside  of  which  there  are  no  otb^  dangers  until  you  ap- 
pfoach  the  head  of  the  bav^  whcio  there  k  a  aand4Niok,  lying  in  front 
of  the  Boffg  or  Mounlain  Rivar,  abom  two  nilea  oltabore,  with  onlf 
three  feet  of  water  on  it  at  low  tidr.  Ships  in  v  nnt  of  fresh  water  I 
woiilii  recommend  to  anclior  near  this  bar,  and  send  the  casks  into  ihe 
nvcr  on  Uie  Hood  tide,  to  ascend  the  stream  as  far  as  the  flood  will 
carry  them,  which  b  about  five  nuka.  Here  let.  them  remain  lutU 
neany  the  hwt  of  the  cbb^  when  the  bonga  may  be  knocked  out,  and 
the  caaka  filled  with  very  little  trouble.  Thia  water  will  prove  to  be 
of  a  most  excellent  quaUty,  antl  ^vill  keep  sweet  as  long  as  any  that 
Avas  ever  taken  to  sea.  'I'iie  ntxi  tl)l>iide  will  take  the  full  casks 
down  to  the  ship  just  by  keepmg  ihc  boat  ahead,  and  the  wlK)le  pro- 
cess will  be  rather  a  pleasant  recreation  than  an  arduous  duty.  Of 
course  care  moat  be  taken  that  the  caaka  are  perfectly  dean,  tight, 
and  well  b\mged,  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  salt  water. 

T  have  filled  fifty  ca.sks  at  this  river  at  two  diifcrent  times,  and  al- 
tlioui;]!  1  h;it1  ]-AT^e  «tpw8,  they  were  always  healthy  while  using  liie 
water  from  iiiv  Berg  Kiver.  There  is  a  spru^  near  the  house  before 
mentkmed,  on  the  aouth  aide  of  the  bay,  where  twenty  or  thirty  caaka 
may  be  filled  at  any  time }  but  the  water  is  not  good,  as  I  found  that 
about  iwenty.fivc  of  my  crew  were  attacked  with  diarrhoea  after  drink- 
ing of  the  water  for  twenty  loiir  hours.  But  wliile  I  had  the  Berg 
Kiver  water  on  board,  wiuth  was  nearly  eij^hi  months,  there  was  not 
a  sick  man  anK>ng  a  crew  of  lhul:)-five  men,  altliough  fur  six  montiib 
of  the  time  the  weather  waa  very  warm. 

The  farmeia  that  reeide  on  the  banka  of  Berg  RiTer  are  principally 
Dutch,  and  very  indnatrioiia*  They  pay  their  attention  to  raising  grain, 
and  rearin^^  eaitlc,  horses,  and  sheep  for  the  Cape  Town  market. 
They  also  produce  some  wine  of  a  good  quality,  and  a  small  quantity 

brandy.  Beef  and  mutton  are  very  cheap  liere ;  as  are  also  nearly 
oil  kinde  of  frolts  that  are  oonmHm  to  tropaeal  climatea,  na  well  aa  a 
great  variety  of  vegetables.  I  have  purchased  fine  tat  bollocks  that 
would  weigh  eight  hundred,  for  four  dollars  each ;  sheep  for  one  dollar ; 
and  as  fine  oranires  and  lemons  as  I  ever  saw,  for  hal!  a  dollar  a  him- 
dred ;  ami  ovfry  tlung  else  in  proportion.  Wood  also  may  be  had  on. 
the  banks  of  Berg  River,  but  not  of  large  size.  The  Duteh  farmers 
fenarally  employ  the  Hotiemon  lo  woik  on  their  lama,  and 
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UmI  llwy  are  fcty  Itnitjr  od  iaoASnMire,  but  mi  wy  food  of  hard 

Tlif  wines  that  are  made  on  ihe  banks  of  Berg  River  are  principally 
made  iii  an  extensive  valley  about  fiftj'  miles  froni  the  river's  mouth, 
called  tlie  \  hIc  of  Drakeoj»teiii.  Tliis  valley  ii>  a  remarkably  fertile 
tiMt  of  Iwd,  enjoyii  m  most  delightful  dimase,  is  wsU  iiilnbited»  sad 
Ito  soil  is  capable  of  every  species  of  agrieukiire.  Tiro-thnds  of  the 
wine  which  is  brought  to  Cape  Town  is  supplied  by  the  vineyirds  of 
Urakenstein  alone.  Great  quantities  of  choice  fruits  are  also  ri^isptl 
here,  and  every  month  of  the  year  the  table  may  be  sup|>lie(l  wiih 
various  kiuds»  accompanied  with  six  or  eight  different  sorts  of  wines. 

The  celebraiad  ConMatwia  wiao  ia  flMoe  on  two  fanas,  dose  nader 
the  aMMWHaina,  sboat  half-way  betwoea  False  Bay  and  Table  Bay. 
One  of  dieaa  farms  piodoees  the  white,  and  the  other  the  red  Coo- 
stantia.  Some  of  the  wifws  that  are  made  in  the  valley  of  Draken- 
sicin  are  fre<^ucntly  sold  to  strangers  for  Constautia.  But  1  should 
suppose  iliat  any  one  might  easily  detect  the  fraud.  The  Constantia 
wine  is  of  an  exquisite  quality,  which  la  seanely  saseeptible  of  im- 
proyetacat;  but  the  other  varieties*  whicsb  eonie  luider  the  general  « 
iq>peIlatioas  of  Cape  wine  and  Cape  Madeinit  hare  an  earthy  taste,  a 
diluted  Ha  voor  of  Moscadelt  and  in  most  instanees  an  nndisgnised  taste 

of  brantlv 

iu  the  light  sandy  grounds  cotton  succeeds  well ;  coifee  and  sugar* 
cane  might  both  be  coltirated  wi^  success,  if  properly  attended  to ; 
and  indigo  grows  wild  on  the  banlcaof  the  riTor.  Hemp  and  flax  are 
waiaed  here,  the  latter  producing  two  crops  a  year.  The  tea-plant  has 
been  a  long  time  in  the  eolony,  having  lirrn  bronchi  from  ('hina;  but 
it  is  now  totally  neglected.  Wheat,  barley,  aod  oata  are  suecessfoUy 
cultivated ;  but  rice  does  not  grow  here. 

The  wild  beasts  common  to  this  country  arc  gradually  retiring  be- 
ibre  the  eacioachmenis  of  man.  The  lonlly  lion  retreats  suUenly 
and  indignantly  before  the  image  and  likeness  of  his  Maker,  and  is 
only  seen  at  respectful  distances.  The  desert.';,  however,  even  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  cape,  resound  with  the  howling  of  wolves  and  tlic  bel- 
lowing of  hvcnas.  The  jaekal  of  the  cape  and  the  tiger-eat  are 
also  common.  The  beautiful  wliite-faced  wtelope,  or  springer,  is  no 
common  near  Fish  River,  that  herds  of  more  than  two  thousand  may 
aometimea  bo  seen  together.  Oaielles,  with  their  esqnisitely  soft 
and  flspreseive  eyes,^  arc  numerous.  Zebras  are  becoming  very  rare 
in  the  colony.  The  elephants  !iave  al^o  ff^risaken  the  districts  inhabited 
by  Europeans.  'Vhr  iwo-liorued  rhinocnos  shows  itself  still  less;  the 
ostrich  is  found  in  the  deserts  of  the  interior,  and  someiuoes  comes  iu 
tnwpa  to  lav  waste  the  fields  of  com. 

One  of  the  most  beantilnl  animals  of  thk  eountiy  is  the  gnoo,  the 
head  of  whiefa  beam  some  resemblance  to  the  Afnean  buffalo.  He 
has  an  erect  mane  on  the  neck,  and  another  under  the  neck,  descend- 
ing from  the  breast  between  the  forc-!e<:fs.  His  shoulders  and  body 
are  »>mewhat  like  those  pans  of  the  horse,  wliile  he  has  the  elcgaat 
linybs  of  the  amelope.  Beside^,  the  animals  already  mentaoned,  tners 
M  hmd  km  Iha  wiir,  panther,  elk,  bidTiiib  leopOBdi  ihiwifMgi 
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wild  dogs,  baboons,  hogs,  hr^res,  ant'-bears, or  wromid-hogi,  porcnpinrs, 
het!gchoo;.s,  and  a  varif^ty  of  monkeys.  Among  the  frathered  tribes 
are  eagles,  vultures,  kites,  peUcaQs*  flamingoes,  spoonbills,  cranes, 
ibiiies,  wilti  geese  aiul  ducks,  teals,  snipes,  quails,  bustards,  and  par* 
tnAfw.  Tuiito-dovci  of  mutf  loits,  thrailwo».  hmnwBg-biRlk,  aad 
an  immense  wwoBty  of  other  aonll  Mfds,  of  the  moM  oqnisitely  beaa« 
liful  plutnapf.  :irf»  found  in  tbp  ^voodv  :  hi;t  T  hrnrd  none  ofthrm  sinij. 
It  is  a  rnmmon  sayiug,  however,  that  "in  SoulIi  Afnca  liowers  have 
110  smeii,  bittls  no  song,  rivers  no  fisli.'-  Bui  there  is  m  rule  without 
an  exception ;  as  fish  are  foond  m  tome  of  tlie  imis,  and  some  of 
these  beeutifid  biide  na^  hate  delighUttl  noiei. 

TlMre  are  eetriches  of  two  kiade  that  frrifieai  die  eaadf  plaine  of 
Knrroo,  m  considerable  nnmfTors,  and  \hv\r  otrn^  arf»  strong  in 
ta^ic  tlinn  tho'-e  of  ducks  or  ^rcse.  'l  iie  lemales  are  very  soeialile  in 
theu-  liomediic  concerns  and  Umiiy  atikirs.  It  is  nut  unusual  to  tind 
thii^-stx  eggs  ia  a  smgle  nest,  the  joiot  stock  of  three  females,  whe 
iaeiibaMi  togjiither,  attended  by  the  fatkecs  of  the  breod.  Akng  tiie 
coast  are  various  kinds  of  sea-tish,  sach  ae  peieiies,  elOB»toeaiM,  reek* 
fish,  markerel,  soles,  and  skatp  ;  and  ahimdance  of  muscles  and  oysters. 
A  variciv  nf  ??prpont.s  an  d  oiiier  reptiles  arc  found  in  the  forcHt«,  to- 
gether witii  scorpum^  iuid  msects  of  various  kinds*  The  sea-cow  and 
t]ie  alligator  are  found  in  the  Berg  River. 

fVen  8t  Martin's  Point  we  steered  to  the  north-eaat,  mitfl  we  were 
abreast  of  Cape  Deseada,  which  is  a  low  sandy  beach  in  front  nf 
bluff  saud-hiils,  about  two  hundred  fiithoins  back.  From  hen<'o  our 
course  was  north-north-wc>t,  for  almit  tivc  leagups,  when  we  were  ui 
firont  of  Lambert  s  Cuve,  m  wiiich  small  vessels  may  lie  in  perfect 
•albiy,  in  three  faibo—  ef  water.  The  enstaaee  is  Am  tiM  nortiii 
and  it  runs  m  to  the  soath-eontli-east  aboot  half  a  mUe.  Qtiwmwl 
Dateh  Aimeis  reside  in  the  vicinity  of  thb  baibooTt  nd  the  ad|aceiit 
plains  are  covered  with  black-cattle. 

From  Lambert's  Cove  we  steered  north-north-west,  a  liule  westerly, 
imtil  we  were  abreast  of  Cape  Dunkiti,  iu  lau  'dV  65'  JS.,  long.  18  ^  6' 
£•  This  eape  ie  the  aootb  point  of  a  small  liajr  of  the  aame  name, 
within  which  ships  may  find  partial  anchorage,  in  finm  ten  to  eiz 
fathoms  of  water,  sandy  bottom.  From  tlicnce  we  continued  steering 
to  the  northwartl  for  the  distance  of  four  leagues,  when  we  were  close 
in  with  Elepli;<nt  Rivrr.  tije  entrance  of  whicli  is  in  lat,  31^  37'  S., 
long.  17  oU  i'iua  nver  is  not  navigable  for  vessels,  nor  even 
boats,nnle8etheeeaisvef78nMMH]i,a8  thmnisabarstrelehingacnee 
Its  entrance,  with  only  two  feet  of  water  on  il;  and  as  the  weelerif 
swell  is  constantly  heaving  in  on  this  eoesti  there  arc  generally  heavy 
breakers  on  the  bar  T^ut  within  this  f>Mr  th«re  is  j>1cntv  of  water  ftjT 
a  large  ship,  for  the  disuacc  of  two  in  U  s  u|!  iln-  nwr,  in  front  of  a 
small  vUlage,  where  there  are  several  iiutcii  laruicrs  residiag. 

This  mer  eaters  fimn  the  south,  nmning  in  nortlMiorilFweet  abeat 
two  miles ;  and  then  it  ttina  to  the  east  and  nairt  eenth  mat,  emi^nng 
bold  water  for  a  long  dislanee  inland,  if  iliere  eonld  be  a  passage 
*'\n  thrctni^h  the  bar  at  the  month  of  this  river.  It  wouhl  be  the  finest 
iutrbuui:  ou  the  west  eeast  ol  Ainca.    Tim  inhalntants  are  prmapai^y 
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engaged  in  rearing  cattle,  only  cultivating  sufficient  gram  for  iheii*  own 
oonminiptioii.   Fish  vaj  be  caught  in  grati  >h«naMifl<  kt  tiM  WNUfc 

of  Mt  river,  within  the  bar.  There  ait  no  dangen  between  Ekphait 
fiver  and  St  Helen's  Bay  that  lift  flMNre  than  two  kmdred  fathoms 

from  the  shore.  Tlie  soiin(li!)««  nre  regular.  Ten  miles  from  the 
land  you  will  have  forty  faUiuuits  of  water,  and  it  gradnrillv  becomes 
more  shallow  as  you  approach,  until  you  are  wiiliin  one  mile  of  the 
beach,  wheij  ytm  will  &£d  ten  hAoam  of  water,  sandy  bottom,  with  a 
few  broken  shells. 

The  land  between  Elephant  River  and  St.  Helenas  Bay  deeenret  a 
few  ilescriptivo  remarks.  RhtfT  sand-hills,  moderately  r Icvited,  are 
seen  from  one  iuindred  to  three  hundred  yards  back  Irom  ilie  beach. 
About  half  a  mile  from  the  latter  the  sandy  ground  begins  to  terminatei 
and  the  soil  to  commence.  Another  half-mile  farther  inland  brings  us 
to  good  BoB«  when  the  plama  are  aa  fine  for  grazu^  aa  any  in 

"  Bacween  the  beach  and  tho  aand-hills  jnat  mentkmad  thera  ia 
a  fine  road,  running  a  j^at  part  of  the  distance  between  the  two 
plarfs.  The  whole  coast  along  here  exhibits  iineqnivornl  ovidertres 
of  118  once  having  been  agitated  by  volcanic  eruptions ;  such  as  lava, 
in  irregular  masses,  with  different  strata  distmctly  defined.  Pumice- 
fliones  also  are  ecattend  met  the  countiy  for  many  miles  inland» 
forming  inegnlar  hills*  dee.,  bterapeieed  with  lava,  basalt,  and  other 
.  volcanic  productions.  Tn  pnlliri!::  "iloiig  this  shore  with  iity  bonts,  I 
had  ample  opportunilies  of  exanuning  these  relics,  and  making  theao 
observations. 

September  IM. — We  contuiued  exploring  the  coa^t  in  this  manner, 
keeping  the  boats  doee  hi-shore  in  aeereh  of  fmuseal  on  every  mOo 

of  the  coast,  until  Saturday,  the  13th  of  September,  xvhen  we  fell  in 
xvith  a  small  island,  in  lal.  31°  32'  S.,  long.  17°  56'  E.,  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  sliore.  Here,  for  the  first  time,  our  search  was  suc- 
cesMfiii.  A  small  reel  t  uiis  oii  irom  the  west  end  of  this  island,  to  tbo 
Uijitance  ol  about  a  hundred  fallioms. 

Fkom  this  island  we  followed  the  shore  to  the  nortlhweitwaidt 
passmg  Point  Grazing,  in  lat.  31^  20'  S.,  and  fonr  plaeea  which  are 
said  la  be  rivers,  viz.  Zwarte  Dam  River,  in  lat.  30**  45\  not  open ; 
Greene  Hirer,  in  lat.  3©°  33',  not  open  :  y^warte  Lintjie  River,  30"*  21', 
not  open;  and  Koussie  Kivrr,  in  lat.  29^  54'  S.,  Ion?.  16°  57'  K. ; 
the  latter  was  open,  and  may  be  passed  in  boats  only  at  full  sea.  It 
is  closed  at  times,  however,  in  the  dry  season,  by  the  shifting  of  the 
sand-hUls  in  windy  weather.  This  majr  well  be  called  Salt  Rirer,  aa 
the  salt  water  runs  up  it  about  fifteen  miles,  ten  milea  of  which  is  very 
ahallow.    Tliis  is  the  northern  boundary  of  the  cape  colony. 

.M:iny  of  the  rivers  which  intersect  this  extensive  colony  are  merely 
periodical  torrents,  which  continue  to  flow  durin  jj  the  rainy  season,  but 
which^  dnriag  the  sammer,  leave  their  dci  ])-.siink  beds  almost  com- 
pletely dry;  and  the  rivnlets  which  are  supplied  by  the  mountain 
apringa  have  scarcely  escaped  from  their  lofty  sources,  before  they 
are  either  absorbed  by  the  thirsty  earth,  or  evaporated  by  the  heated 
air.  Even  the  permanent  rivers,  some  of  wliii'li  contain  suiltcient 
water  for  the  navigation  of  small  cralt,  lor  several  miles  up  the  country, 
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m  all,  except  iba  Knym,  fcntead  inigeaiMMe  bf  a  bir  of  Mad  «v 

a  reef  of  rocks  across  the  mouth. 

The  land  bordering  on  the  seaeoast  in  this  latitude  is  very  sand)% 
and  only  fit  for  grazine  fields  ;  ami  lor  many  miles  into  the  interior  it 
seems  to  be  destitute  ul  ar^iblc  sail.  Many  kinds  of  skins,  liowever, 
may  be  procured  bere,  indoding  thoM  of  the  leopard,  fox,  bullock,  iie^ 
tOfether  with  ostrich-fealheiit  and  valuable  minerals  from  the  head  of 
Koimie  Rifer.  Vast  nBmbeis  of  homsd  eaide  are  imisf»d  in  thft 
intfrior. 

From  tlie  moutli  ot  iliis  nvcr  ilie  foast  tends  nonh-north-w*>st,  a 
little  westerly,  twenty-eiglii  leagues,  to  Cape  Voltas  in  latitude  2ti  24' 
a,  long.  191*  ^  E. ;  variatkm  per  aximuui  25^  05' westeily.  Then 
is  t  bank  of  soondingt  that  puu  off  to  the  west  of  this  cape,  about 
thirty  milea^  at  which  distance  there  is  forty  fathoma  of  water ;  the 
dppifi  becomini^  <n"a<lu:!lly  and  regularly  reduced  as  we  approach  the 
shore.  This  bank  extends  southerly  ulonsj  the  coast,  quite  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  vaiyiug  from  thn  ly  lu  liiiv  miles  ofi-sbore ;  and 
fiom  Point  Si.  Marltn*s  to  the  last*named  cape  there  are  many  daogers* 
lying  firaon  two  to  fife  miles  off«shore.  But  wnrthofSt  Martin's  to  Cape 
Voltas,  there  ire  no  dangers  more  than  a  quarter  of  n  mile  ftom  the 
land. 

The  Socos  Islands,  laid  doxvn  on  ihc  ciiarts  as  lyin«  in  latitude  20** 
35'  S.,  long.  16^  34  E.,  said  to  be  about  twenty  miics  from  the  land, 
are  not  to  be  found.  They  have  been  reptesoitod  as  four  in  number* 
with  several  small  islands  between  them  and  the  continent.  But  I  can 
assert  positively  that  no  such  islands  exist ;  neidier  is  there  any  island 
of  any  description  lyin^  betwcrn  St.  Helenas  Bay  and  Cape  Voltas* 
more  than  hr\lt  n  mWe  from  ihe  main. 

Cape  Voltas  is  aUo  very  en-oiieously  laid  down,  in  latiliulc  29^  20' 
S.,  and  long.  16°  31  E.,  witU  a  deep  bay  rvmning  in  on  the  nortii  side 
of  the  cape,  twentyofive  miles,  in  an  east-eooih«east  direction,  with  deep 
Avater  all  over  the  bay.  Now,  the  true  and  correct  sitnation  of  Cape 
Voltas  is  in  latitude  28°  27  30"  S.,  long.  lO**  17  E.  The  rape  is  a 
h\^h  bhifl*  point,  proj«>ctin;r  into  the  sea,  anrl  thnrc  are  several  rocks 
lying  about  half  a  inile  to  tljo  urst  of  it,  beyond  which  there  arc  no 
dangers.  About  one  nule  nortli  ol'  the  cape  there  is  a  small  bay,  not 
more  than  two.  miles  in  length,  and  one  and  a  half  in  width ;  within 
which  the  anchorage  is  not  safe,  as  the  ground  is  foul,  and  heavy 
rollers  are  oontinualiy  heaving  in  from  the  westward,  at  all  seasons  of 
the  yenr.  Sliip«?,  however,  wliich  are  in  want  of  firewood,  nfay  lie 
ofl' and  on.  and  obtain  any  tpimTity  from  the  licad  ot'  the  bay,  where 
they  will  had  a  tliousand  cords  pded  up  on  the  beach,  which  come 
down  the  Orange  or  Garicp  River,  the  entrance  to  which  is  abotii  two 
leagues  to  the  north  of  Cape  Volus. 

The  land  around  the  cape,  and  to  the  south  as  far  as  Konssie  Rtver, 
is  high  on  the  seaboard,  ruiming  back  into  elevated  moimtains.  The 
*  hill-sides  are  covered  with  ver\'  good  grass  for  grazing  ratilr,  hut  the 
summits  of  thp^^o  eminence*?  are  one  mass  of  volcanic  productioutj.  I 
know  not  how  iar  north  of  Table  Bay  Mr.  Barrow  travelled,  without 
discovering  «•  a  volcanie  produei    but  I  an  positive  that  sueb  fsUcn 
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might  hm  Imcb  kmA  m  gnat  abnnduies  u  iar  aonth  as  Elaphant 
Btver*  Mr.  Barrow  says,  "  There  is  neither  a  volcano  nor  a 
canic  product  in  the  southern  rrtrcmity  of  Africa^  at  least  in  any  of 
those  parts  where  I  have  been ;  nor  any  substances  that  seem  to  have 
undergone  the  action  of  Hie,  except  masses  of  irou-stone,  found  gene- 
rally among  tlie  boggy  eaitb,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  some  of  the  hot 
springs;  and  which  appear  liko  the  acorie  of  furnaces.  Pieces  of 
pumice-Btoae,'*  he  continues,  have  been  picked  up  on  the  shore  of 
Robben  Island  (or  Seal  Island,  in  ihc  moulh  of  T.ihlp  Ray),  and  on 
the  coast  near  Alfroa  Bay,  which  must  liave  been  waited  thiiher  by  the 
waves,  as  the  whole  basis  of  this  island  is  a  hard  aud  compact  blue 
schistus,  widi  veii\s  of  quartz  running  through  it ;  and,  of  the  eastern 
ooaat,  iron-atoiie  and  granlie.*' 

If  these  remarks  were  intended  to  apply  to  the  vicinity  of  Cape 
Town,  or  even  as  far  north  as  St.  Helen's  Bay,  a  distance  of  morp 
than  a  hundred  miles  from  Table  Bay,  I  have  nothing  to  oiVcr  in  oppo- 
aition.    But  north  of  iliat,  I  must  contend  for  vnl  auic  remains. 

It  is  said  thai  tiicre  is  no  fresh  water  lo  be  had  on  tlas  coast,  north 
of  Cape  Voltas.  But  this  is  an  error;  ae  any  quantity  can  be  had  in 
Tdtat  Bay,  ia  the  rainy  season,  wiilioiit  the  trouble  of  searching  fiur  it 
nnder  grOVBd.  But  by  digging,  fresh  water  may  bn  had  at  all  seasons 
of  the  year,  at  a  sliorl  distance  from  the  head  of  tlio  bay,  wlicre  the 
landiuti;  i-s  very  sate  and  convenient,  bheliered  by  two  small  islands 
King  close  to  tlie  beach,  inside  of  which  tlie  water  is  perfectly  sutooth. 
This  ia  also  a  fine  pAace  to  procure  bullocks*  hides,  fox-skins,  leopaid> 
riiins,  ostrich  feathers,  and  many  other  valuable  articles. 

For  the  lucrative  business  of  "jerking  beef,"  there  is  not  a  more 
eligible  situation  on  the  whole  surface  of  the  globe ;  as  any  number 
of  bullock-^,  in  the  finest  order,  may  h>'  purchased  at  fifty  cents  each, 
delivered  on  the  beach ;  and  for  ten  montiis  lu  the  year  there  is  little 
cr  no  rain.  By  penetrating  the  inieiior  forty  or  fifty  mfles  ihmi  the 
eoast,  which  may  be  done  with  perfect  safety,  and  without  the  slightest 
pefBonal  risk,  thousands  of  fine  fat  cattle  may  be  pnrchased  for  as 
*  many  toys,  and  the  bargain  consnmmated  under  the  guns  of  yoiu-  vessel. 
The  r.aiivcs  arc  honoM  and  inofTcnsive  ;  being  in  a  state  of  uaiurr,  ami 
having  never  studied  ilie  arts  of  deceitful  viUany  which  are  practised 
so  successfully  by  the  children  of  ctvilisatioo. 

Should  any  eitiien  feel  disposed  to  fit  oat  a  vessel  fi>r  the  coast  of 
Africa,  lo  procure  a  eargo  of  hides  and  other  valuable  articles,  I  wilt 
checrfiilly  communicate  every  no<  cs«inry  information  on  tlie  subject ; 
a  subject  which  I  have  deeply  ni%e  tiL^'nted,  and  can  speak  of  from 
practical  knowledge.  Such  a  voyage  could  not  fail  of  being  highly 
profitable  to  the  owners  and  every  one  concerned.  Had  1  not  subse- 
quently made  mote  valuable  discoveries  in  the  Pacific,  and  were  1  not 
bound  by  every  tie  of  humanity,  as  well  as  justice  and  honour,  to 
restore  my  two  captives  to  their  native  country,  to  which  tliey  are  very 
anxious  lo  ret«rn,  I  would  myself  be  the  first  to  penetrate  the  interior 
of  Africa ;  with  full  confidence  that  in  twelve  months  after  I  arrived 
^  ihe  coast,  I  could  purchase,  iiud  have  driven  to  the  seacoast, 
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mow  than  fifly  thousand  bullocks,  he«id«t  ih*  odMr  nAMbk  atidta 

common  to  that  section  of  the  eouiitn*. 

This  important  discover}^  f  laitl  before  my  owners,  on  my  return  to 
New-York  Irom  this  present  voyage ;  but  tiiey  liiought  me  euthusiasiic,  ■ 
the  project  ehimMku,  and  remcd  to  litleii  to  it.  I  Ad  aoi  urge  the 
8tibje€t»  as  I  had  a  desire  to  seek  for  disooveries  in  another  quarter; 
wlueh»  as  the  sequel  wiU  show,  proved  to  be  a  losing  specvlation  for 
all  conremed  ;  to  me  in  particular,  as  1  not  only  lost  mv  property-,  hut 
also  my  friends — a  very  natural  consc-qvicnce.  Had  I  been  permitted 
to  return  to  Airica,  the  Antarctic  would  by  ilus  time  have  become  us 
fknotts 

"  Jlm  iuou'A  hrgfi,  wtikU  convfljrd  to  Qreec« 
Tbe  wetltlijr  pOMlnge  or  ite  coMm  fl«Mc  i"* 

nor  should  I  have  been  fated  to  sustain  an  unequal  combat  with  the 
giants  of  prejudice  and  the  hydrds  of  malice  and  jealousy. 

September  18<A. — ^After  taking  on  board  a  sufficient  quantity  of  wood 
ia  four  hours,  we  left  Cape  Voltas»  on  'fhuroda^r,  the  18th,  and  steered 
to  the  north,  widi  a  fine  breese  from  the  sooth,  and  fair  weather.  At 

P.  M..  ^v^  ren^^pthhe  eiifrance  ofGaricp  or  Omng-e  River,  between 
which  and  \  oltas  Bay»  on  the  seacoast,  the  land  is  very  low,  sandy, 
barren,  and  desolate.  It  retains  this  appearance  for  bonie  distance 
I'rom  the  shore  ;  but  after  running  back  six  or  eight  mUes,  it  begiiis  to 
swell  into  hiite,  and  still  farther  back  it  rises  into  lofty  moontaint, 
which  stand  each  side  of  the  river,  on  tlie  banks  of  M-hich  are  a  few 
llotteniot  vilta'rps.  The  wealthof  the  inhabiiante  consists  of  herds  of 
cattle  and  tlocks  of  s!)eep. 

Orange  River,  tiiough  quite  extensive  in  its  course,  is,  ni  the  l:itter 
part  of  the  dry  season,  nearly  closed  at  hs  entrance,  and  the  water 
<<ontinue8  slwUow  four  or  five  miles  westward  of  the  river's  mouth. 
On  this  nhoal  the  sea  breaks  every  full  and  change  of  the  moon,  as 
ihrrc  is  ;i  hp:ny  rll  ^^rttinq^  in  from  the  west  at  that  time.  There 
are  many  ViilviHltii-  minerals  ;iiul  prcrJnms  stones  found  in  and  about 
this  river,  and  I  have  found  a  few  iiraiiis  of  pold-dust  at  the  river'w 
mouth.  Copper  and  lead  ore  have  been  found  licrc,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  there  are  many  valuable  mines  iu  this  part  of  the  country.  Not< 
wiihslanding  the  steril  aspect  of  the  seaboard,  twenty-five  miles  up 
the  river  the  soil  is  good,  and  the  country  well  wooded.  A  few  miles 
far'!;er  en«'t  nre  extensive  plains,  on  which  I  have  seen  more  than 
three  ihoui»and  head  <»i  catile,,  equal  to  any  in  the  world.  Iff  re  the 
soil  is  rich,  and  would  jiroduee  any  thing  that  might  bo  put  into  tho 
grottnd.  Some  of  the  forests  are  of  very  handsome  growth,  and  the 
difiTerent  varieties  of  plant.'?  are  very  numerous,  I  have  bought  bollocks 
!)ere  for  one  pound  of  powder  each,  and  ostheh  feathers  at  a  piopor* 
tionabiy  low  jjrj'  o 

Persons  wishiiii,'  to  have  eoinmiit)icaii(m  with  this  river  must  htnd  at 
Vollai»  iiay,  and  walk  to  liic  bankh  of  Orange,  as  tliere  is  no  landing 
at  or  near  its  mouth,  any  season  of  the  year,  on  account  of  the  con<- 
tinnal  heavy  surf  that  is  always  rolling  in  upon  this  roast  from  the 
westward.   This  river  rises  far  in  the  interior,  and  may  be  said 
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to  commence  at  Campbell's  Dorp,  six  huudred  miles  directly  east  trom 
H«  mnoih ;  being  formed  diere  by  tiie  conHoenee  of  laotiMr,  e«iM 
Y«lloirHifer»irhich  rises  among  mountains  nearly  four  hmdred  mUes 
to  the  north-^st  of  Campbr  irs  Dorp,  and  eight  hundred  from  the  mouth 
of  *.hv  Oraojse.  Two  or  three  other  rtfen  also  odd  their  waien  to  tho 

T.tkiiig  our  leave  ot  Orange  River,  we  continued  examining  tlte  coast 
to  the  north-north-west  along  a  straiglit  efaore,  clear  of  dangers,  until 
we  esme  to  wini  is  eaUed  Angne  Joniae  Bay,  eaid  to  bave  an  ialand 
at  ka  eaCnnce,  and  a  bay  or  lagoon  within  the  island,  running  six 
leagues  north  and  south,  completely  sheltered  from  all  winds.  This 
I  know  is  not  thp  case,  ns  I  have  examined  every  rod  of  tins  coast 
with  ray  boHis,  ui  broad  daylight,  elose  to  the  outer  rtl^c  oi  the  surf 
on  the  beach.  At  the  phice  called  Augrus  Juuuls  tliere  a  sm^U 
bend  ia  the  land,  running  in  to  the  eaaiward  aboot  a  nile,  the  widtli 
of  its  moalb  being  a  nile  and  a  half.  Here  ships  may  find  lolerable 
shelter,  with  aontberiy  winds,  and  u  is  libewiae  a  coofanient  plaee  to 
have  communication  wir!i  the  Ilotlcntot*?,  some  of  whom  reside  about 
rtve  miles  to  the  nordi-east  of  this  bay  Tiu  re  is  a  sm-Al  rock  that 
stands  to  the  south>west  of  the  south  pomt  about  two  nuie;:^  with  deep 
water  ail  around  it. 

At  the  eatranee  of  thia  bay  there  ia  fiMitoeB  fttbons  of  water,  wbiek 
gradually  lessens  to  fire  fatiionis,  ahoni  half  a  bmIo  ftom  tlie  botfon 
of  the  bay,  sandy  bottom.  But  the  best  anchorage  is  under  the  south 
^hore.  one-fourih  of  a  mile  from  the  point  to  the  south-west,  in  six 
f.ittioms,  sandv  ground.  This  place  is  sitciated  in  latitude  27^  iT 
long.  15*»  60'  '£. 

Septewtitr  eoMimied  tteerhig  to  tho  north  and  weal, 

criticaUy  examining  every  nilo  of  the  eoaat,  nntil  Satarday,  the  SOtfa* 

when  we  arrived  at  Whale  Bay,  which  ia  hi  latatnde  37^  23'  S.  This 
bay  is  unsafe  for  ships  to  anchor  in,  on  account  of  tho  shoal  water  in 
every  p:»r?  of  it  ;  but  they  may  anchor  outside  of  two  small  islands 
which  Ironi  ilie  bay,  lying  half  a  mile  from  the  shore,  on  which  may 
be  taken  a  few  fur-i>cal,  in  the  proper  season.  Tlie  landing  on  this 
south  aide  of  the  bay  is  good,  and  an  eligible  plaee  for  traduig  with  the 
Houentole,  who  inhablta  snwU  village  w&h  stands  in  a  pleasant  valley, 
ten  laiUes  inland.  They  frequently  stray  down  to  this  bay  in  search 
of  shellfish,  and  will  dispose  of  bullocks,  sheep,  and  ostrich  H  others 
on  very  fav(,;ir:ii)le  terms.  I  can  recommend  these  men  lor  irusly 
guides  for  any  person  tliat  may  wish  to  take  an  excursion  into  the 
interior.  The  coast  along  here  is  notiiuig  but  one  sandy  desert,  wiili 
the  exeaption  of  a  Ibw  ro&y  hills  oonqpoaed  of  voleaatc  anbatanees. 

From  this  place  we  f<d]owed  the  eoaat  to  Elisabeth  Bay,  wbieh  ia 
fronted  by  Possession  Island.  The  centre  of  the  island  is  in  latitude 
2f)^  57'  S  ,  longf.  15°  8'  K.  Between  this  place  and  Tape  VoUas  there 
are  many  sniall  islets  and  reefs,  lying  half  a  mile  iVom  the  shore;  but 
tliere  are  no  dangers  at  double  that  di^itance  Ixom  tlie  land ;  and  ships, 
if  becalmed,  may  anchor  ilve  miles  from  the  coast,  in  from  fifteen  to 
twen^  frthoMMr  Md|y  bottoob  Theae  aondinga  eMend  eloDg  tlw 
whole  laageefeotst. 

T 
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Possession  Island  is  three  miles  in  length,  and  near  one  mile  in  width ; 
forming,  on  the  east  side,  a  concave  curvature,  in  whicli  ships  will  find 
good  anchorage  in  from  seven  to  four  fathoms,  sandy  botto?n,  and 
smooth  water.  The  landing  is  al»o  good  in  iront  of  tiie  anchorage, 
near  the  centreof  the  island, half  a ndk  fiom  the  baadi.  At  Ifais place, 
in  the  nMmths  of  August,  September,  and  Oetober,  any  qnantitf  of  pen- 
guins* egga  may  be  collected ;  and  fish  of  an  exccUent  quality  may  be 
•caught  in  ^eat  abundance  about  tlic  sliores. 

On  the  surface  of  this  island  I  saw  the  effects  of  a  pestilence  or 
plague,  whicii  hud  visited  the  amphibious  iiihabiiiiuts  of  the  ocean  with 
as  much  malignancy  as  the  Asiatic  cholera  has  tlic  bipeds  of  the  land. 
The  whc^  isund  was  literally  oofered  with  the  cafeassea  of  fof^eal, 
with  their  akina  still  on  them.  They  appeared  to  have  been  dead 
about  five  years,  and  it  was  evident  that  they  had  all  met  their  fate 
about  tlie  same  period.  I  should  judge,  from  the  immense  midiilude 
of  bones  and  carcasses,  tliat  not  less  liian  half  a  miilion  liad  perished 
here  at  once,  and  that  liiey  had  all  fallen  victims  to  some  mysterious 
diaeaae  or  plague. 

There  are  a  few  sunl; on  racks  lying  off  the  aouth  point  of  the  island, 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  on  which  the  sea  generally  breaks.  There 
is  aho  a  reef  running  off  the  north-cast  end  of  the  island,  about  three 
niiif's,  on  \vliich  the  breakers  are  frequently  very  heav)'.  Tiiese  reefs 
both  mclinc  lo  the  eastward,  which  promotes  the  smoothness  of  the 
water  in  the  harbour.  Between  the  island  and  tho  dmtinent,  or  rather 
between  the  extreme  points  of  the  reeft  and  the  mainland,  the  channel 
is  three  miles  wide,  with  iiom  fifteen  to  ten  fittlioms  of  water,  aandy 
bottom,  and  free  from  danj^ers.  Ships  intendin«T  to  anchor  at  this 
island  while  the  south  winds  arefresli  should  approach  the  anchorage 
from  the  south,  and  leave  it  by  the  opposite  passage. 

A  Hottentot  village,  of  limited  dimensions  and  population,  is  situated 
about  twenty-five  miles  east-by-south  from  the  bottom  of  Eliiabeth 
Bay;  and  another,  somewhat  larger,  will  be  found  on  an  eaat-by-north 
course,  fifteen  miles  farther  inland,  containing  about  seven  hundred  in- 
li  il'Hauts,  Between  this  village  and  the  seacoast  is  a  drear}'  sandy 
wa.sif,  destitute  of  water,  soil,  and  vegetation:  with  tlie  exception  of  a 
sntall  valley,  in  which  there  are  several  fine  springs,  where  cattle  tliat 
aro  driven  ffom  the  interior  may  renew  tiieir  stock  of  fresh  water. 
Forty  miles  on  an  east-by-south  oonrse  from  the  landmg,  on  the  south 
part  of  tlie  bay,  are  several  small  villages,  inhabited  by  a  very  civil  in. 
wfTfMwive  race  of  Hottentots,  who  rai-^c  a  considerable  number  of  cattle 
and  sheep.  But  seventy-five  nnles  farther  inland  ilie  cattle  and  sheep 
are  almost  iiummerablc,  and  may  be  purchased  at  a  very  low  rate ;  say 
twenty-five  cents  per  bullock,  and  five  cento  for  sheep ;  besides  the 
skins  of  other  animals,  ostrieh  feathers,  and  ivory.  At  that  distance 
ihs  land  is  very  fertiie»  and  would  produce  any  ihtng  put  into  the 
soil. 

Hut  the  firther  yon  advance  into  the  interior,  beyond  one  hundred 
and  twenty  uulrs,  ihc  larger  and  more  numerous  are  the  herds  of 
cattle,  w  hich  mav  be  purchased  for  a  still  lower  price,  to  be  delivered 
^  paid  for  OB  the  seacoast.    There  Is  no  moce  danger  in  travelling 
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into  the  iiuerior  of  this  part  of  Africa  than  there  in  m  trnrelling  froni 
New- York  to  lioston ;  providing  tiie  traveUiog  pany  take  no  unuii 
with  them,  sod  no  more  wearing-apparel  than  is  abeoloteljr  neceaaary. 
Ob  all  my  exenraions  into  the  interior  of  thia  country  I  waa  earefol  to 
go  unarmed,  and  dieased  in  nothing  but  a  pair  of  duck  trousers  and  a 
duck  frock.  Thu''  pre«senting  nothing  to  excite  ilieir  cupidity,  I  was 
invariably  treated  In  the  natives  with  the  gr'\itest  kindness  liospi- 
taltty,  as  they  would  Ireely  share  with  mc  tlit  ir  last  morsel  ot  luod.  I 
should  not  hebitaie,  therefore,  to  travel  across  the  contiuent  of  Africa, 
if  auitable  eneouragenant  were  offend,  aa  I  am  confident  that  the  en* 
tetprise  woidd  be  attended  with  no  peiaonal  hazard  ao  far  aa  the  nativea 
are  concerned. 

S^pt.  2Ath, — Seventeen  miles  to  the  northn-ard  of  Possession  Island 
is  Aiigra  Pequena  Bay,  where  we  arrived  on  Wednesday,  the  24ih. 
The  westernmost  point  on  the  sontii  side  of  Uiis  bay  is  in  lat.  3d 
soutli,  long.  1 5^  T  3Qf  east.  Ttua  ia  a  high  bluff  point,  rendered  con- 
apicuoaa  by  a  maible  crosa  erected  on  the  aummit  m  1486,  by  Bartholo- 
mew Diax,  a  Portngueae  navigator.  This  monument  of  his  success- 
fal  eDter|wiae  along  the  coast  of  Africa  is  still  standing,  after  having 
braved  the  storms  and  lieats  of  three  centuries  and  a  half.  About  four 
miles  eastward  of  this  cross  is  Angra  Point,  which  has  a  small 
rocky  reef,  lying  nortb-by-east,  half  a  mile  from  the  shore,  between 
which  and  the  point  there  are  fire  fiithoma  of  water.  Bat  I  should 
alwaya  advise  atrangera  to  paaa  to  the  north  of  thia  reef;  giving  it  a 
berth  of  half  a  mile.  After  paaaing  the  reef  yon  will  open  a  lagooa 
running  in  to  the  soiuhward,  between  four  and  five  miles,  the  entrance 
to  wliirh  is  one  mile  and  n  hnlfwide;  n  rlrnr  passage,  with  sovfn 
fatliuius  in  the  middle  of  it,  beconiiiig  graduaiiy  more  shallow  as  you 
approach  the  head  of  the  lagoon  or  either  shore.  Alter  advancing 
about  three  rnSea  m  thia  lagoon,  you  will  find  four  fathoms  of  water, 
muddy  bottom,  and  here  ta  the  beat  anchorage  under  the  weatem  shore, 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  beach. 

Two  miles  east-by-north  from  Angra  Point,  and  due  east  of  the  reef 
just  mentioned,  nre  two  small  islands,  about  one  mile  from  the  main* 
laud,  lyinw  parallel  wiili  the  coast,  whicli  runs  iiere  nearly  north  and 
south.  iSeiiher  ui  these  islands  exceeds  a  mile  iu  length  ;  but  ilie 
aouthem  one  aheltera  good  anchorage  in  five  fiithoms  of  water,  clay 
bottom.  The  best  altnation  to  anchor  in  on  the  east  side  of  the  south 
island  is  near  Hs  centre,  about  two  cables'  length  irom  its  shore ;  leav- 
ing a  sin^^lo  rock,  that  lies  level  with  the  surf:i"e  of  the  water,  and 
nearly  mid-channel,  about  half  a  mile  to  the  north  of  the  passage. 
This  harbour  may  be  entered  and  left  with  perfect  safety,  ehher  from 
the  north  or  south  end  of  the  island ;  but  I  can  recommend  liie  south* 
«ra  paaaaga  aa  being  the  most  eaay,  and  entirely  clear  finom  dangers 
twenty  fiitiioma  frooi  either  sfaofe.  The  anchorage  under  the  northern 
island  is  unsafe,  there  being  several  sunken  roclM  between  it  and  thn 
mainland,  which  do  not  ah».  nvs  show  themselves. 

*I'hr^»'  t^vo  i«!nnds  fiave  once  been  the  resort  of  immense  numbers 
%>(  fur-seal,  which  were  doubtless  destroyed  by  the  same  plague  which 
Made  such  dovastation  <uuoug  them  oa  Poisessioa  Island,  as  their  re* 
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lunins  pxhibitn!  the  -^nmc  appearance  in  both  ca«?rs.  ShH«rs  and  pen- 
gtiins  had  now  tnkrn  pntirn  possession  of  those  \\\o  islands,  in  siirh 
numbers  lhal  ships  iiuiiht  procure  any  quautny  ol'  liieir  eggs  in  ifie 
months  of  September,  Ociober,  and  iVovenibcr ;  and  have  iheni  eniirely 
fresh,  by  clearing  out  the  old  fiom  die  A^ts,  and  gathering  the  new 
eveiy  iiioniin|.  These  isluids  present  the  appearanoe  of  voleaiiie 
productions  of  an  ancient  datCi  asdo  alsosonie  of  the  mouDtauu  in  the 
interior  of  the  mninlan(L 

iSavigators  who  visit  this  coast  for  ihe  purpose  of  opening  h  trade 
with  the  natives  of  the  interior  should  make  Angra  Pequena  tiieir 
pihicipal  rendezvous  to  the  south.  By  travelling  forty  miles  dnc  east 
from  the  sea,  they  wUl  come  to  fresh  water,  and  will  meet  with  Hot* 
tentots  who  are  very  friendly,  and  may  be  trusted.  This  excursion^ 
however, tfius  far,  is  not  pleasant,  being  over  a  barren  sandy  desert; 
but  every  mile  you  proceed  farther  tlie  prosprrt  brightens,  the  soil  be- 
comes rich  and  fertile,  and  the  cotmtry  abounds  with  all  the  produc- 
tions of  the  climate.  The  inhabitants  soon  become  numeroiis,  and  the 
grassy  plains  are  covered  with  immense  herds  of  line  cattle.  The 
Sirests  remote  Irom  the  villages  are  the  hunting  gronods  of  the  natives, 
where  they  killer  take  various  kinds  of  wild  bmts  for  their  valuable 
•skins ;  such  as  leopards,  lions,  zebras,  n^rny  foves.  Sec.  tosr^ ther  with 
birds  of  abcautilul  plnmage.  Here  are  aiUeloprs.  -  lieep,  and  ostriches 
in  abundance;  elephants,  jackals,  ant-bears,  porcupincy,  hetlgehogs^ 
baboons,  apes,  monkeys,  <&c.  The  country  to  the  north-eust  of  Angra 
S^equena  abounds  with  ores  and  minerals,  which,  together  with  ivory^ 
ostrich  feathers,  and  other  valuable  artielea,  can  be  had  low.  The 
hay  of  Angra  Pequena  affords  an  immense  quantity  of  excellent  fisb, 
of  m-^m-  dtUVrom  kinds,  which  may  be  caught  either  with  a  hook  and 
hue  or  a  seine. 

Navigators  have  reported,  and  it  is  so  marked  on  maps  and  cJiarts 
that  this  region  of  the  western  coast  of  Africa  is  entirely  desti* 
tute  of  fresh  water ;  and  that  none  is  to  be  found  between  the  sixteenth 
and  thirty-first  degrees  of  sooth  latitude.    This  idea  is  founded  in 

error ;,  for  I  have  found  many  places,  while  travelling  along  near  the 
seashore  on  tliis  coast,  where  fresh  wMter  maybe  had  in  ;iKy  i|iiantiiy 
by  digging  very  sliallow  wells.  To  the  nortli  of  Angra  IVtpiena, 
about  ten  miles,  there  are  many  fme  springs  of  excellent  IresU  waler» 
about  one  mile  from  the  seacoast,  where  any  quantity  of  the  pure 
limpid  element  ean  be  obtained  for  a  dozen  ships  at  a  time.  The  naiad:^ 
of  these  fountains  are  female  Hottentots,  who,  like  the  damsels  of  Pa* 
dan-aram,  arc  drawing  water  for  their  flocks.  They,  as  well  as  tlie 
Other  sex,  are  verv  friendly,  and  will  famish  a  stranger  wiib  v  fresh- 
ments,  and  liic  nio-»i  trusty  guides,  if  he  wislies  to  pern  iralc  the  iiiterior, 
1  have  experienced  their  hdeliiy  ui  many  extensive  excursiuui»  i  anil 
therefore  speak  from  praetical  knowledge.  Ten  or  twelve  fanuiiea  are 
generally  near  each  of  those  springs. 

I  can  also  refute  another  erroneous  statement  respecting  this  coast.  It 
is  said  there  is  a  dangerous  shoal  lying  I)etween  three  and  four  leagues 
to  the  west  of  Angra  Pe<iucna.  in  l;\t.  2Ct^  '.iii  S.  iiui  I  can  assert,  with  the 
greatest  degree  of  contidence,  that  there  is  but  one  tiltoal  ou  any  pa^^ 
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«f  ihb  cmist,  south  of  (^mkh's  Bay,  thai  lies  more  than  four  miles 
fym  the  msiiilaiid ;  and  this  one  lies  aort]i*north*west  from  Angn 
PtquenftiOr  ISonta  Cniz,  about  fifteen  miles. 

October  2(L — On  Thursday  we  ?ot  under  wa}',  nnd  steered  to  the 
south,  to  cxainiiie  a  few  roc  ks  which  lie  about  one  mile  ofl-shorc  from 
the  mainland,  and  nearly  I»alf-way  between  Po^^se^ion  It^land  and 
Angra  Pequena,  or  Santa  Cruz.  These  rocks  are  small,  bul  evidently 
of  mlconic  origio,  lod  ha7e  fine  anchorage  between  them  sjid  the 
Biainland,  in  five  fathoms  of  water,  sandy  bottom,  sheltered  from  all 
winds.  But  their  greatest  attraction  in  our  estimation  was  their  dense 
population  of  fur-seal,  w  hh  wliich  fhoy  were  literally  covered.  We 
of  course  secured  a  icu  of  these  animals,  or  railier  a  few  of  their 
valuable  jackeii».    in  gumg  into  the  aiicliorage  just  meotioned,  you 

£iss  tlie  north  point  of  the  ledge,  leavmg  tM  rocks  on  your  right- 
ami  bdf  a  eafale*s  length  distant*  and  then  haul  immediately  round  to 
the  south,  and  anchor  abrsaal  of  the  middle  of  the  ledge,  about  mid- 
channel. 

Octohrr  6f/!.~Vn)'.n  this  anchorage  we  steered  once  more  to  the 
north,  and  passmg  Augra  Pequena  we  arrived  ai  Ichaboe  Island  on 
Monday,  the  6th  of  October.  This  island,  which  is  about  one  mile  in 
eifciuiifereaee*  lies  eight  leagues  to  the  north  and  west  of  Angra  Pe* 
and  not  more  than  a  nule  and  a  half  from  the  shores  On  the 
east  side  of  this  island  sliips  may  anchor  in  perfect  safety,  in  five 
fathoms  of  water,  sand  and  clay  bottom,  lihmil  two  cables*  Icnjitli  from 
its  shore.  The  safely  and  convenience  ot  iliis  anchorage  are  ou  uig  to 
the  foUownig  circumstaaces : — A  poait  of  land  froiu  the  cuniincm  ex- 
tends thf  so  or  fiwr  miles  into  the  sea,  to  the  south  of  the  island ;  and 
fiom  the  eziiemity  of  this  point  a  laef  puts  ofif  in  a  north-west  direc- 
tion, until  it  nearly  meets  a  reef  that  projects  from  the  west  side  of  the 
island.  Another  reef  puts  olTfrom  the  north-east  point  of  the  island; 
consequently  a  bay  is  formed,  in  which  a  ship  might  lie  all  the  year 
round,  m  perfect  safety  and  smooth  water,  liut  hi  coming  to  this  an- 
chorage care  should  always  be  lukui  lu  yn^a  roiwd  the  north  end  of 
the  isfimd,  giving  its  north-east  point  a  berthof  half  a  mile,  which  will 
avoid  all  dangers.  In  woriting  into  this  harbour  the  shore  on  the  mam 
may  be  ^[iproached  within  two  cables'  length. 

Tilts  is  a  fine  place  for  making  cnpiive  the  great  leviathan  of  the 
ocean,  liie  right  whale,  tjrcat  numbers  of  which  strike  on  tliis  part  of 
the  coa*il  about  the  middle  of  June.  They  are  in  tlie  habit  of  playin^;' 
about  the  reels  of  the  island,  and  that  which  runs  from  the  continental 
point  before  mentioned  j  and  as  the  sotith  wind  generally  prevails,  there 
is  no  difficulty  in  getting  the  dead  whale  alongside  of  the  ship.  Seale- 
fish  may  be  caught  at  the  anchorage  with  hook  and  line ;  or  at  ihc 
bottom  of  the  bay  with  a  seine,  in  great  quantifies.  An  abundauee  of 
rrnwfish  may  also  be  caught  with  a  hoop-uet,  all  around  the  islaud, 
within  iifty  lailioms  of  the  shore. 

Bggsnlsomay  hoobiamedherein|^reatqnaniities.  btho  months 
of  Oetober  and  November  this  island  is  lilerally  oovered  with  jackass- 
penguins  and  gannets,  wbieh  convene  here  for  the  purposes  «  lajriog 
and  incaibatiaa   The  nesm  of  die  gmineis  an  fonaed  like  ibose  of 
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the  aibttrost,  but  are  not  to  mach  ekvtted ;  whik  the  jackus-peiv* 
||iuDt  Hj  Uieir  eg^s  in  holes  ia  ibe  gnMind,  from  twolfo  to  loirtjf 
inchet  in  deiith,  urnieh  they  gmrd  with  the  strictest  Tigilance.  I  have 

seen  them  stand  at  the  entrance  of  thr«;r  liolrs  nnd  protect  their  eggs 
or  young  ones  with  the  most  rrsoluto  perseverance,  until  they  were  re- 
moved by  snperior  physical  sirengib.  They  frequently  lay  ttiree  or 
four  egg^f  but  lite  gaunet  &eliioni  lays  more  tliau  two. 

This  island  is  formed  of  voleanic  materials,  and  its  shoree  aie  re- 
sorted to  by  multitudes  of  fur-seal;  we  took  about  one  thousand 
of  their  skins  in  a  few  days.  'I'he  surface  of  this  island  is  covered 
with  birds'  manure  to  the  depth  of  twcmy-fivp  feet.  The  south-east 
part  of  the  bay,  on  the  mainlanH,  directly  oppo-,iie  the  island,  is  the 
finest  place  on  thiji  part  of  the  coast  for  jerking  beef,  it  being  only 
Ibttr  milee  from  a  Hotieolot  Tillage  and  the  springs  of  freth  water 
hehn  mentioned,  which  will  anpply  any  number  of  cattle.  Hera 
also  I  travelled  into  the  interior  to  a  considerable  diatanee,  and  Ibiuid 
that  f!ie  farther  I  a<lvanced  lo  tlje  north-east,  the  more  numerous  were 
the  herds  of  cattle  and  flocks  of  sheep ;  while  tlie  skins  of  leopards, 
gray  foxes,  ^c.  could  be  obtained  with  the  utmost  facility  ;  together 
with  ivory,  ostrich  feathers,  and-  other  valnabte  prodnela  of  the  country. 

October  SOlil^Havnig  taken  as  many  foMieal  akins  as  was  prac- 
ticable, We  weighed  anclior  on  Monday,  the  20th,  and  steered  to  the 
north,  carefully  examining  the  roa«;t  for  fur-seal.  I  had  now  fully 
made  up  my  mind  thnt  a  series  of  voyages  to  this  coast  for  jerking 
beef,  and  trading  for  other  articles  with  the  natives,  would  prove  a 
most  brilliant  enterprise,  and  make  fortunes  for  all  concerned.  So 
fully  was  I  hnpressed  with  this  idea»  that  I  determined  to  propose  It 
to  my  emplojrert  immediately  on  my  return,  not  doubting  for  a  mo- 
ment that  they  would  view  it  in  the  same  favourable  light.  In  the 
la^t  particular  I  foimd  myself  mistaken,  as  I  have  rdready  mentioned. 
But  it  really  appears  H^'fonisfiini:  lo  me  that  some  men  of  capital  do 
not  see  the  golden  upportuniiy  at  a  single  glance,  and  seize  on  it  with 
avidity.  An  inveetnent  ^  mirgr  thoosand  dollars  only,  if  properly 
managed,  would  in  two  yeais  fuodnee  a  profit  of  fima  ten  to  fifteen 
hundred  per  cenL ! 

October  22(1. — On  Wednesday,  the  22d  of  October,  we  anchored 
on  the  ei^t  side  of  Mercury  Islatid,  in  four  fathoms  of  wntrr,  about 
two  cables'  ien«Ttii  from  the  island,  which  is  situated  in  laiituiU'  25** 
42'  S.,  long.  14°  59'  £.  It  is  one  mile  in  curcumference,  of  un  oblong 
shape,  lying  north  and  soudi,  and  is  three-qoarteia  of  a  mOe  north 
from  the  sootb-weat  point  of  Spencei^a  Bay,  and  one  mile  and  a  half 
west  from  the  north-east  point  of  the  same  bay.  Both  passages  are 
easy,  and  free  from  dangers;  and  the  best  nnchorafre  is  on  the  east 
side  of  the  islaud,  about  one  hundred  ntid  I'lfiy  faihojus  from  its  shores, 
in  five  fallioms  of  water,  sand  and  clay  bottom.  I  would  not  advise 
ships  to  anchor  to  the  south  side  of  the  bay,  as  a  heavy  westerly 
swell  heaves  hno  it,  on  the  foil  and  change  of  the  moon ;  but  let  them 
aaeher  eloee  mider  the  ulaad,  aad  they  will  lie  perfectly  eafe^  in 
smooth  water. 

The  south  point  of  Spencer's  Bay  presents  several  iMgh  peaked 
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rocks,  nearly  six  htindred  ita  pr  rpendicular,  at  the  water's  pdge. 
Whales  frequent  this  bay  in  considerable  numbers,  in  the  nionUis  of 
July  and  August  Seal  of  the  fur  kind  also  frequent  the  siiores  of 
Mercury  Island,  while  Its  summit  is  thickly  inhabited  by  penguins 
and  gamuts,  during  their  laying  and  incubation  season.  Tlie  shores 
and  surface  of  the  island  present  many  specimens  of  volcanic  pro- 
ductions, as  do  also  those  of  the  continent  in  this  vicinity,  extending 
some  distance  into  the  oonntry. 

There  is  a  Hottentot  village  about  forty  miles  on  an  east-by-south 
course  from  the  head  of  the  bay,  conlatnine  about  two  hundred  and 
IHty  inhabitants,  and  situated  in  a  fertile  v^Iey,  watered  by  severd 
springs  of  excellent  fresh  water.  There  are  also  four  refineshing 
8pnn<!*<  between  the  villaj^^e  and  the  bay.  The  interior  of  ilie  counfry 
abounds  in  cattle,  sheep,  deer,  buck:?,  wolves,  gray  ibxes,  elephant!^, 
and  ostriches,  in  greater  numbers  than  it  does  faitlier  south;  which 
may  be  had  tor  any  price  you  please  to  £ive,  in  the  way  of  barter ; 
Ibr  money  wmdd  be  of  uo  more  use  to  them  than  an  equal  weight  of  sand 
would  be  to  us.  Offer  them  such  articles  as  their  eircumstaness 
lequire,  and  they  will  trade  in  the  most  liberal  and  honest  manner. 

I  am  aware  !h:U  most  people  have  imbibed  the  mistaken  idea  that 
these  natives  are  treacherous,  and  cruel,  and  bloodrhirsty,  and  every 
tiling  tiiat  is  bad.  It  is  no  such  linne.  I  make  the  assertion  on  per- 
soDU  experience  and  praetteal  knowledge.  There  is  no  more  danger  in 
inteBIng  two  or  three  hundred  miles  m  the  interior  of  this  country 
for  the  purpow  of  purchasing  cargoes,  than  there  is  in  travellmg 
amonj?  our  own  Indians  in  the  state  of  New- York;  provided  yon 
take  no  temptations  with  you,  and  no  other  arms  th  in  a  musket. 
Whatever  you  purchase  of  the  natives  is  sold  in  good  faiib,  to  be 
paid  for  acoofding  to  eonlract  on  the  delivery  of  the  articles  at  thn 
beaeh,  and  not  Mfovs.  Under  this  arrangement,  they  could  not  de- 
fttnd  you,  were  they  so  disposed  ;  and  were  there  no  other  safegnatd 
for  your  person,  the  prospect  of  this  payment  would  be  amply  suffi- 
cient. But  their  natnrnl  (lisposition'?  nrc  frirndiv  and  humane;  and  if 
you  treat  them  with  kn)dncs««,  they  will  repay  your  favours  more  than 
ten  to  one.  When  the^  deliver  the  cattle  and  other  at  lides  ui  liie 
beach,  give  them  the  articles  In  return  for  which  they  stimulated,  and 
they  are  aatisfisd;  hot  I  would  reeoinmend  a  little  extension  of  cour- 
tesy on  these  occasions,  by  presenting  their  ehiefs  a  few  testeful  tr^es 
which  may  attract  their  attention.  Whatever  ymi  bestow  in  \hU  way, 
will  not  be  thrown  away,  but  returned  to  you  sevenfold  in  some  other 
shape,  or  on  some  other  occasion. 

Whflo  Ott  this  subject,  with  a  special  reference  to  the  purchase  of 
ealtle  and  the  jerking  of  beef,  it  may  be  well  to  mention  that  there 
are  many  aalt-springs  in  the  valleya  at  die  head  of  Spencer's  Boy« 
where  «?alt  mii^ht  be  manufactured  in  immense  quantities,  if  properly 
attended  to.  But  perhnp«!  it  would  be  Aill  as  rhrap  to  bring  the 
article  from  the  Oapp  Vcrd  Islands,  to  jerk  your  bvc{  and  cure  your 
hides ;  which  is  necessary  to  j^vent  tiie  uivasiuu  oi  bugs  and  other 

Jibiimiir  iriL-»Aftnr  tilOng  ibwn  n  idwusand  for^sal  sUm  torn 


Digitized  by  Google 


BIRD  ISLAND— ALUGATOH  ROCKS. 


Mereiny  Uaod,  and  eMmining  ihe  laterior  of  die  country  at  a  great 
diataoce  iolandt  we  got  under  way,  on  Thursday,  the  6th  of  Novem- 
hcr,  and  steered  to  1&  DOrtb,  for  Bird  Island,  woere  we  arrired  od  the 

Ibllowing  day. 

This  Uttle  i^laud,  which  is  not  more  ihau  the  fourth  of  a  mile  in 
circumference,  is  in  latitude  24°  38'  8^  long.  14°  22'  £.,  and  about 
three  leagues  {torn  the  mainland.  A  reef  of  rochs  nms  off  &om  it. 
In  a  south-west  direction,  about  fire  miles,  on  which  the  sea  breaks  at 

times  very  heavily.  A  vast  number  of  ri«f!u  wliales  frequent  this 
reef  in  tlie  montlis  of  July  and  August ;  and  a  ship  may  lie  at  an- 
chor on  the  noiih  side  of  the  island,  in  ten  fathoms  of  water,  all  the 
whaling  season,  in  perfect  safety,  if  she  has  chain  cables.  This 
island  is  resorted  to  by  seal,  gannets,  and  penguins ;  and  we  took 
here  the  skins  of  fourteen  hundred  fur-seal  at  one  time,  although  the 
landhig  was  very  bad.  The  passage  between  the  island  and  the  con- 
tinent is  about  nine  miles  in  width,  free  from  hidilpii  dangers,  with  a 
depth  of  watt  1  Ironi  twenty  to  ten  fathoms,  near  tlx  mainland. 

The  Ailigalor  liocks,  as  laid  down  on  Ute  ciiari,  1  could  not  tinu, 

after  two  days  bmm  in  the  seaidk  I  therefore  oondude  that  thwe 
is  no  sudi  leef,  but  that  Biid  Uaad  has  been  seen  m  a  imie,  and 
mistaken  for  a  danger  whieb  does  not  actually  exist.   The  extreme 

haziness  of  the  weather  peculiar  to  this  coast  might  very  easily  have 
det-rivrd  ("apiani  Wood,  of  his  Hrilaunic  majesty^s  ship  Gariand, 
wiica  he  iliou^iit  he  had  discovered  a  reef  here,  in  1798;  for  I  have 
frequently  beea  mnniog  along  this  coast,  not  more  than  one  league 
from  the  land,  when  wb  aand>hiUs  whieh  line  this  pari  of  the  ootat 
bare  appeared  to  be  five  or  six  leagues  from  the  vetteL 

I  have  no  doubt  that  Bird  Islajid  is  the  effect  of  some  mighty  con- 
vulsion of  nature,  whicli  lias  piled  tos;erher  in  an  irrrirtilar  form  loose 
blocks  of  stone,  basalt,  lava,  and  oiher  volcanic  prud unions.  The 
waters  around  its  shores,  however,  aboiuid  with  many  kinds  of  cxceU 
lent  seale>fi^  whieh  may  be  caught  with  hook  and  line  hi  great 
quantities.  A  few  turtle,  also,  may  Im  fiwnd  on  a  small  sandy  teach 
oa  the  east  side  of  ilie  island. 

November  ]')tfi. — Tliis  was  William  Ogdcn's  birth-dav,  and  tiie 
termination  of  \m  iJiinjntv.  There  was  a  melamholv  interest  that 
himg  about  this  young  man,  not  olleii  noticed  auioug  the  rougli 
sons  of  Neptime.  Tbougli  foremost  in  the  discharge  of  actWe  m 
haxardous  duties,  he  seemed  to  shrink  widiin  himself  the  moment 
there  was  no  further  deqpiand  Ibr  hie  exertions.  When  rallied  on  his 
absirarTiofi,  he  would  by  a  sudden  rfTort  rouse  himself  to  cheerfulness, 
and  even  gayety  ;  but  a  cloud  wouM  m>uii  come  over  fijp  sunshine  o! 
his  countenance.  Those  who  aiinbuied  iliese  chaiige.-s  ot  \\  t  ather  t(» 
some  afiair  of  the  heart  were  not  a  thousand  leagues  uU  liicir  reck- 
oning, as  I  afterward  aseertamed. 

Novembtr  16th, — Ou  Sunday,  the  16th  of  November,  we  loA  Bird 
Island,  and  continued  our  examination  of  the  coast  to  the  northwaidi 
•with  a  gentle  breeze  from  south-by-we^?,  nnd  fair  weather:  and, 

Nuvcnibrr  ISl/t. — On  Tuesday,  the  w«'  arrived  at  fhe  mouth 

<ii  what  itt  called  Sandwich  Harbour,  said  to  iiuve  litrcc  iiiihums  of 
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water  in  its  cliauuel  of  enirance.  Although  we  found  only  eleven 
£bh  at  high-water  m  tUt  channel,  I  hate  no  donbt  thai  theva  was 
a  tiflMt  aoBie  .yeaia  back,  when  its  depth  was  full  ihne  lathoBS, 

wuA  tliat  it  haa  been  filled  up  drifts  of  sand,  the  menrements  of 
which  nlong  this  coast  forcibly  reminded  me  of  the  snow-Jrifis  of 
my  native  counii  v;  pverv  fresh  southerly  wind  forming  new  stand- 
hills,  exactly  as  uew  buow-buiiks  are  formed  at  borne,  by  a  line,  clear 
coid  uui  ill- wester. 

This  lagoon  rana  into  the  aoolhwaid,  a)Kmt  two  leagues,  with  aeven, 
iive,  ihne,  and  two  fathonut  neariy  all  over  it.  It  ia  formed  on  the 
oaat  by  a  high  white  bluff  sand-hill ;  and  on  the  west  by  a  low 
.  ^ndv  ppuinsuia  nearly  level  with  the  sea  ;  with  shanl  water  on  the 
seaboard  side  for  move  than  a  mile  to  seaward-  Tlu  nitr;uice  of  the 
lagoou  is  very  narrow,  being  not  mure  than  a  quarter  ul  u  mile  wide, 
an^lbniedlif  l«o  low  sandy  pomts,  ailnated  ki  iatHnde  S8<>  8S'  8., 
km  14*"  W  E.   Variation  par  aziamth  in  1898,  SS^  15' westerly. 

Fediapo  there  is  not  a  finer  place  on  the  whole  coast  than  this  for 
takinjSf  fish  with  seines.  Many  diffprrnt  kinds  of  tish  rf^sort  to  this 
lagoou;  onr  of  whicli  bears  a  sliono  resemblance  to  our  "streaked 
bass  and  is  us  fat  and  delicate-tlavoured  tisii  as  our  salmon.  There 
are  many  other  sorts,  equally  good,  but  of  a  smaller  size.  Many 
cargoes  of  fiah  night  be  taken  from  this  lagoon  in  a  dwrt  tiaM ;  and 
they  would  aell  for  a  good  price  at  St.  Helena,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
lale  of  France,  or  the  Isle  of  Boarboo*  Green  tnitio  also  visit  the 
sandy  beaches  for  the  usual  purposes. 

Novrmhi  r  22(7. — We  left  Ponta  dos  Ilhoes,  or  Sandwich  Harbour, 
ou  Thiursday,  the  :;dOUi,  and  fleered  to  the  northward,  cxamiuiug  the 
coast  in  aeardi  of  tewaenl;  and  on  8aia:day,  the  39d,  we  arrived  at 
Walwteh  Say,  the  wmt  point  of  which  is  veiy  low,  and  lies  in  lati- 
tnde  63'  S.,  loag.  14''  84'  £.  The  entranoe  to  the  l^y  ia  one 
league  bmad,  running  to  the  south  two  leagues ;  one  league  and  a 
half  of  which  is  navignhlo,  nnd  the  depth  of  water  in  goin<!  in  is 
from  t  w(  Ive  tuthoms  to  tkree,  mud  and  clay  bottom  near  the  head  of 
the  bay. 

The  aaal  wHt  of  thia  bay  ia  formed  by  modeiately  elevated  aani> 
hills,  near  the  seashore,  and  the  west  side  la  formed  by  a  very  low 
Mndy  peninstila,  not  more  than  fifteen  ftet  above  the  lenl  of  the  sea 

at  any  place.  The  isthmus  is  very  narrow,  it  being  not  more  than 
twenty  rods  from  ihr  head  of  the  bay  to  the  seashore.  The  pcniti- 
sula,  however,  is  lioui  uiir  to  tliree  miles  in  width.  In  entering:  ihis 
bay,  it  is  necessary  to  give  ihc  west  point  a  good  bertii,  of  nearly  half 
m  nUe,  on  aeeomit  of  a  aand-bank  that  nma  off  from  it,  m  a  noithp 
Mrth-east  diraettmi  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  on  whieh  there  is  only 
six  feet  of  water  at  low  tide.  Af\er  doubling  this  ]>oint,  in  advancing 
tip  the  bay,  it  is  proper  to  give  llic  wcstpni  -^Ikji  e  a  liorth  of  one-fourth 
of  a  mile;  taking  care  not  to  approarii  to  it  ti(  in  r,  nn  the  w;itr>r 
becomes  shallow  very  suddenly,  from  live  tatiiuius  to  two,  and  even  to 
four  feet,  at  low  water.  This  is  a  mud  bank,  wliieh  strsMhes  all  along 
Ihe  wnatef  and eoothem  ahmro of  dns  bay;  bnt  the  eaatem  shore  is 
Md  aim  eabla^a  length  ihmi  the  beaoh,  nearly  to  the  head  of  the  bay. 
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This  bay  and  its  viciniiy,  in  the  months  of  Aupist  and  Sqxembert 
•itLTmted  by  great  munben  of  right  whatos,  whieli  ratoft  thhhtr 
the  purpose  m  bringing  fofiii  their  young.   Fish  iImh  of  vmmm 
kinds,  and  in  great  abundance,  may  be  caught  here  with  a  seine ; 

Htit  it  is  ditHcuIt  to  liaul  the  seine  on  r^hore  in  any  part  of  the  bay 
exceptiiKj  the  eastern  shore,  on  arrouni.  of  ihe  mud  flats.  S'hips 
visiting  this  bay  Ibr  tlie  purpose  of  taiiing  whales,  in  the  monilis 
before  named,  should  anchor  tbout  half  a  mile  within  the  bay, 
under  the  weeiem  ehoie,  in  five  fathooM  of  water,  omddy  bottoaii* 
In  this  situation  they  will  be  enabled  to  000  whaloa  from  ibo  maal- 
Iiead,  ouisiJe  of  the  bay  beyond  the  peninsula ;  and  at  the  same 
time  lie  in  safety,  as  northerly  winds  never  blow  here  morr  tliaii  a 
royal  breeze,  and  that  for  a  few  hours  only.  They  wiil  also  cram 
much  time,  and  save  much  labour,  in  gelling  the  whales  aIun^-> 
aide  the  ahip ;  as  the  wind  blowa  nearly  all  the  tisio  Irom  Ihe  aootfa; 
and  often,  in  the  afternoon,  a  eingle-reef  breeae.  But  it  ia  generally 
calm  at  night,  and  in  the  fore-part  of  the  day.  T^e  water  is  entirdy 
smooth  all  over  t})e  hav,  :\m]  consennently  it  ia  a  aafo  aa  well  ao  Ik 
spacious  harbour  at  any  at  ;i>on  ol  ihe  year. 

The  interior  of  the  couoiry  lo  the  eastward  of  this  bay  presents  st 

diearr  raoge  of  deaen  aan^  mountains  and  ^eys,  eniirelpr  deatitM 
of  Bou,  or  Tegetatioii  of  any  kuul.  Sat  twenty  or  t westy-fifo  mlea  iiiknd» 

with  the  exception  of  a  few  Talle^a  that  lie  to  the  east-south-east  and 
south-east  of  the  head  of  the  bay,  m  which  are  a  few  Hottentot  villages, 
with  smnll  herds  of  cattle  and  sheep,  that  feed  on  such  coarse  giaaa 
and  shrubbery  as  they  can  pick  up. 

About  three  miles  from  the  south-east  part  of  the  bay,  on  a  south- 
eaat-by^east  course,  is  a  amaU  village,  where  Aeah  water  may  be  bad 
from  many  apringa  in  the  valley.  This  water  possesses  a  peculiar 
flavour,  not  imlike  sassafras  tea,  but  it  is  not  in  the  least  brackish. 
The  village  contains  abont  two  hundred  and  lifty  inhabitants,  who  often 
visit  the  bay  for  tiie  piir|u^«e  of  fishing.  I  have  frequenih  had  them 
on  board  the  vessel,  and  have  j[>urcliased  from  them  cattle  and  sheep, 
which  were  in  fine  order.  I  uniformly  found  them  to  be  a  veiy  finendlyv 
harmleaa,  inoireaaive  people,  bat  very  indoleBt  and  fillhy«  and  aome- 
what  given  to  thieving* 

Their  tents  or  wi<.nvnms  resemble  those  I  have  seen  near  the  Strait 
of  Magellan,  and  arc  sutVicientlv  rapacious  to  accommodate  two  or 
three  persons.  A  number  of  puies  are  stuck  in  the  ground,  in  a  cir- 
cular form,  tlie  tops  of  which  are  fastened  together  m  a  point  by  a 
leather  thoqg*  CW  the  aoouwt  of  thie  couie  firane  ia  threwn  a  bol* 
loek^s  hule,to  which  othere  are  attached,  until  the  simple  habitation  is 
completely  protected  from  the  weather.  Their  oMiing  is  made  of  the 
skins  of  the  gray  fox,  the  deer,  the  leopard,  &c.,  sewed  together  with 
the  binews  of  the  animals,  in  the  lorni  of  a  blanket,  which  they  throw- 
over  Uie  shoulders,  with  the  hair-side  next  to  iheir  bodies,  beiug  tted 
aremid  the  neck,  and  hanging  down  to  the  feeu  Both  texea  draiM  m 
the  same  meaner,  iho  femato  bein||  disunfinafaed  ouly  by  the 
aion  of  her  ornaments :  theee  eona»(  of  aliaUe,  bones,  and  minerals 
of  difTerent  kind(<,  nnd  ^re  worn  ibovi  ibo  BOck  Md  Wliata |  btH  tfaft 
men  have  uoihiog  of  the  kind. 
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Though  the  sole  wealth  of  this  people  cooeiete  of  cattle  and  aheep, 
they  denve  mieh  of  their  eneieiiatice  fiom  the  ocean.  Their  imfde- 
ments  for  fishing  and  huntiog  are  the  apear  and  the  bow;  the  former 

is  made  of  a  heavy  hard  woo<!,  nud  is  generally  about  sixteen  feet  in 
i  lent^tfj :  this  wood  resembles  our  yellow  ebony,  but  the  grain  is  not 
quite  80  line.  Their  bows  are  uiade  ol*  the  same  kind  of  wood,  and 
measure  about  live  feet  m  length,  being  two  inches  wide  in  the  centre. 
The  arrows  are  of  reed,  ahout  three  feel  loog^  and  pointed  with  haid 
wood  and  flint.  Both  sexes  are  veiy  expert  whh  these  weapons.  I 
have  fre^inently  seen  them  shoot  gulls  on  the  wing  at  fifty  yards*  dis- 
tance; and  they  seldom  hi\  of  placing  tlie  arrow  in  the  body  of  the 
bird.  They  are  C(]\ial]y  expert  with  the  spear  in  catching  hsh, — fre- 
quenily  striking  one  oi  seven  to  ten  pounds'  weight  at  the  distance  of 
twenty-five  to  thirty  yards.  Their  fishing  excursions  generally  detain 
them  ffom  hoaw  thioe  or  ioor  daya:  they  salt  all  the  fiah  which  th^ 
take  over  and  above  what  they  rowwime  on  the  spot,  which  they  ai* 
ways  eat  raw,  and  the  small  ones  are  devoured  without  even  diveatmg 
them  of  their  entraiia.  They  procure  their  aaU  from  the  apri^fa  at  the 
head  ot  the  bay. 

In  appeasing  the  cravings  of  liunger  tliebe  people  are,  in  fact,  hor- 
r&ly  disgusting  to  a  etviliaed  person, — being  aeuaaHy  ftnder  of  thO 
entraiia  of  eatue  and  sheep  than  of  any  otto  part.  On  my  killing 
•ooie  of  these  animals  on  the  beach  ibr  the  use  of  our  crew,  the  usp 

tives  devoured  the  entrails  raw,  before  they  were  eold.  I  offered  them 
some  of  the  beef,  but  they  relused  it,  and  gave  me  to  understand  that 
the  entrails  were  the  best  part  of  the  creature  in  their  estimation.  In 
eating  eggs,  their  lasLidious  delicacy  is  even  more  conspicuous ;  for 
they  will  not  tooeh  one  vniil  kieidiatkm  b  nearly  perieeted,  protesting 
that  firesh  eggs  are  not  fit  for  food.  At  theur  villages  I  obsMrved  that 
they  roasted  their  beef,  as  they  did  also  the  fiesh  of  wfld  beasts.  Tho 
entrails,  however,  were  se!dom  eookedi  as  thelauuiotts  episnns  pre- 
ferrefl  them  warm  from  liie  animal. 

Wlien  they  have  been  successful  in  takuiga  great  number  of  oceanic 
birds,  which  is  often  the  case  in  the  Ikiying  season,  they  bui^  them  in 
the  sand,  with  their  entiaOa  in  them,  nnlU  they  become  qmte  green. 
This  takes  all  the  fishy  taste  from  them,  and  tliey  become  very  toiden 
They  then  take  out  the  ^trails,  skin  the  birds,  and  dry  their  bodies  in 
the  sun,  which  will  so  rfTf  rtiinlly  enre  them  in  forty-eight  hours,  that 
they  may  be  laid  away  tor  twelve  months  ^inthout  receiving  any  injury. 
Indeed,  such  is  the  purity  of  the  air  on  this  part  of  the  coast,  that  I 
have^  had  a  quarter  of  fresh  beef,  weighing  two  hundred  weiglit,  hang>- 
ing  in  the  rigging  vmit  it  beeame  perfectly  dry,  without  beooming 
tainted  hi  the  slightest  degree,  even  nest  to  the  bone.  What  stronger 
evi(!encr  need  be  adduced  to  prove  the  excellence  of  this  location  for 
jerkinir  heef  ?  The  atmosphere  is  pure,  warm,  and  dry;  and  for  ten 
mom  lis  oi  ihf  ye  AT  iliere  is  scarcely  a  drop  of  rain.  Very  little  lalis 
during  ti;e  oilier  two  months* 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Excursion  into  the  Interior — Description  of  the  Natives — Face  of  the  Country — 
IVatuml  PrLuliictions — Sudden  ami  tmnsitory  V«»trttatt<in — Droves  of  Elephants 
— Keluni  to  the  Vessel — Sail  from  W'ahvicU  Ba> — Arrive  at  Mercury  Island-— 
A  most  afilicting  Disaster,  in  the  Loea  of  Ogden — Tribute  to  bia  Memory — Ar- 
rive at  Point  St.  HfUn — 'S\"rrck  of  tlio  Knglibh  Bri^  C'oIuiiiMno — An  Offt  r  t.i 
save  her  Cargo  rnectcd — Arrive  at  Table  Bay — Description  of  the  Place — bail- 
ing Direetums— FhenomemMi  of 'tlw  TaMedotli— Sail  ftom  Tible  B^,  tad 
again  alMt  to  Ihe  Nortli. 

As  tlie  season  was*  not  yet  suliicienliy  advanced  for  the  seals  lo  come 
up  in  their  usual  uumbers  on  the  islands  and  rocks  to  the  south  of  our 
praseat  poaitioii,  or  between  Wmlwkh  Bay  aod  the  Ca|ie  of  Good  Hope, 
I  determined  to  improve  the  interiia  by  making  a  deep  excursion  inio 
the  interior  of  the  country,  in  order  to  acquire  all  the  information  tiiat 
could  be  obt?<!ned  respectinc:  the  feasibiliiy  of  my  favourite  project.  In 
piirsuancr  ot  this  object,  I  proceeded  from  the  head  of  !be  bav,  in  the 
'  iiirectioa  ui  east-south-ea&i,  to  the  distance  of  nearly  uiic  iiundred  and 
iBAy  miles ;  occaekmally  falling  ia  with  ae? enl  differant  tribaa  of  the 
nadToe,  who  all  treated  ma  with  maihad  kindaeaB  and  hospitaliiyi 
evinchig  a  wiUtngnese  to  share  with  ta»  every  thing  Ifaey  had.  Some 
rf  tlifir  princip:il  men  vohintcered  to  accompany  me  as  js^uidcs  and 
c'ouijiiiuitin^  from  one  vilhigfe  to  anoilicr,  and  Inniisljcd  me  with  a  tame 
biiiltjck  \o  ride  on,  after  the  fauhiou  of  the  coiuuiy.  This  nn^ma]  ^as 
changed  for  a  fresh  one  every  Mecu  or  twenty  nides. 

From  the  many  deserted  Tillages  which  we  passed*  H  would  appear 
that  these  people  shift  their  ground ;  and  when  the  pasturage  foecooies 
exhausted  in  one  valley,  conduct  tticir  flocks  and  herds  to  another,  by 
^vll^^•h  means  their  cattle  and  sheep  arp  kept  in  ^tu  h  excellent  order 
lor  ilie  market.  Fifty  miles  from  the  bt;ashorc,  the  land  becomt very 
rich,  and  the  grazing  fields  or  plains  are  covered  wiiii  iicavy  gratis, 
a  fine  soft  fibre.  I  think  I  speak  within  bouadt  in  saying,  \lMt  some 
of  these  valleys  contam  Irom  five  to  ten  thousand  head  of  eatlle»  all 
perieody  tame,  sleek  and  well  f  iv  >ured,"  besides  three  tioMS  that 
number  of  slieep.  And  there  arc  hundreds  of  valleys  between  the  four- 
teenth and  twenty-fourih  degrees  of  south  latitude  containing  immense 
wealth  in  other  things,  as  well  as  herds  of  cattle,  most  of  which  raav 
be  pturchased  at  a  very  low  phce,  and  paid  lur  ui  the  manulacturett  of 
our  own  eouatiy. 

The  laee  of  die  coimtry  here  is  mneh  divenified,  and  aboonda  whh 
tamesMe,  widioat  petrifactiima ;  clay,  slate,  8aadrtone>  quartz-rode, 
granite,  &c.  In  the  hills  arc  vast  bodies  of  limestone,  lyinw  in  hori- 
zontal strata  upon  granite  ntn!  n!m(c.  In  tbe  vaHcys,  and  on  th  •  sum- 
mits of  some  of  the  hiib,  not  more  liian  lifiy  miles  from  ihebeabhtre, 
are  extensive  bedi>  of  coral,  the  most  elevated  of  which  is  at  leas'  seven 
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or  eight  thousand  feci  above  the  level  of  tlic  sea.  On  some  vl'  these 
summits  the  coral  is  eatirely  iti  iu>  origmal  sf-ale,  standing  exactly  as 
it  docs  ill  tiie  coral  beds  which  are  seen  beneath  the  surface  ot  the 
Ma.  I  found  thia  snbmarine  prodnetioD  lo  be  firiaUe  in  various  de* 
greet ;  die  extremities  of  aoiiie  of  the  branches,  being  from  three  to 
four  feet  above  the  sand,  were  easily  reduced  to  powder;  while  those 
tiiat  were  in  the  valleys,  or  near  the  surface  of  the  sand,  required  some 
force  to  break  them  lirom  the  rocks  m  which  they  appeared  to  bo 
rooted. 

I  have  frequently  seea  coral  on  land,  a  mfle  or  two  from  the  aea^ 
shore,  bat  never  so  far  from  the  ocean,  or  at  so  great  an  eievatioii,  as 
in  the  present  instance,  nor  in  the  same  state  of  perfection.   The  qnes* 

tion  naturally  arises,  how  came  it  here,  unless  tliis  part  of  the  conti- 
nent once  formed  part  of  the  ocean's  bed  ?  If  so,  at  what  prriml  ol" 
time  did  it  emerge  from  Hie  watery  element?  Can  philosophy  answer 
these  questions  ? 

Feihaps  eveiy  reader  is  not  aware  that  cord  IS  an  anunal  prodoction* 
It  was  formerly  supposed  to  be  of  a  vegetable  natnre,  but  is  now  Ibimd 

to  be  composed  of  what  men  of  science  term  a  "  congeries  of  animals, 
endued  whh  the  facility  of  movin":  spontaneou'^ly."  Coi  il  is,  in  fact, 
a  mass  of  minute  animals  adiierin<^  together  in  the  torm  ol  vegetable 
branches ;  taking  root  like  plants,  and  growing  up  in  stems.  They  aro 
different  from  plants,  however,  inasmuch  as  they  are  famished  with 
sensation  and  spontaneous  motkm ;  and  they  diffier  from  other  animala 
in  being  destitale  of  blood-vessels,  vertebnr,  spinal  marrow,  and  con> 
ncctin?  muscles  and  limhs  for  locomotion.  They  are  distinguished  by 
the  form  of  tlirir  branches,  and  are  found  in  the  ofcnn  atlhcring^  to 
stones,  bono,  .^iiells,  Arc.  The  islands  in  tin'  South  8ea  arc  mostly 
coral  rocks  covered  with  earili.  U'iie  curai  annuals  begin  tiieir  labours 
on  the  snnnnita  of  submarine  mountains,  and  woik  up  to  the  surface. 

The  immense  numbers  of  this  class  of  zoophytes  most  exceed  the 
farthest  stretch  of  human  imagination.  Ciiuins  of  coral  reefs  may  be 
traced  from  the  Sandwich  Islands,  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  to  the  eoni^t 
of  Sumatrn.  n  distance  of  nearly  six  thousand  miles,  v.  ith  a  depth  and 
width  correspondingly  vast.  This  is  one  of  the  iiuuieious  subjects 
which  a  reflectmg  mind  cannot  contemplate  without  being  lost  and  swal- 
lowed up  in  a  vortex  of  wonder  and  astonishment !  How  wonderful 
are  Thy  works !    In  wisdom  Thou  hast  made  them  all !" 

In  this  excursion  I  found  copper,  lead,  and  iron  ores;  and  from  un« 
equivocal  indications  I  have  no  doii!n  fhai  gold  and  silver  ore  mav  Ijc 
found  in  this  part  of  the  country ;  logcilicr  with  precious  stones,  sj)iccs, 
and  valuable  drugs.  1  also  collected  several  large  grains  of  goldnlust 
ffon  broken  quarts-rock,  and  among  the  gravel  nd  sand  produced  by 
ita  fragments,  from  which  I  infer  that  consklerable  quantities  of  that 
precious  article  might  be  obtained  through  the  assisiattee  of  the  natives. 
I  regretted  very  mnr-h  that  on  this  occasion  I  was  not  af^'^ompanied  by 
^ome  seieutilic  genileman,  well  versed  in  nuneralopy,  l)nt:iny,  ^r. 
Thuse  gentlemen,  for  instance,  who  sailed  from  New>Vork  m  the  loU 
lowing  year  (1829),  on  board  the  brigs  Seraph  and  Anawan,  of  that 
port,  would  hnw  Mid  aa  ample  Ml  ibr  their  teiaiUiit  iBMuehea  hi 
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thb  unfreqiieiited  part  of  Africa,  as  well  as  on  the  many  unexplored 
islanils  wUch  I  Tisiied  in  my  last  voyage  in  the  North  and  Sooth  Pacific 

Oceans. 

In  reiurniiiL'  IVom  the  inierior  towrtrds  the  seacoast,  I  paid  some 
attention  to  the  nature  and  character  oi  the  soil,  which  in  many  instances 
I  found  to  be  a  loam  of  sandy  clay,  ofVen  from  ten  to  fourteen  inches 
in  depth,  mixed  with  particles  of  ochre, — a  sort  of  earth  consisting  of 
ahnnina  and  red  oxide  of  iron.  Such  a  soil,  hardened  by  an  African 
climate  to  the  consistency  of  sun-baked  bricks,  would  seem  to  promise 
but  a  sorry  vesfctation.  But  the  germs  of  vegetable  life  are  rofircalod 
and  preserved  under  the  surface  of  this  almost  impenetrable  crust 
during  those  months  in  which  the  rains  and  dews  of  heaven  are  with* 
held  uoni  this  region  of  the  earth. 

In  the  month  of  June,  when  the  rains  begin  to  fall,  and  soften  this 
hard  layer  of  loam,  the  fibres  of  the  torpid  plants  receive  the  grateful 
moisture,  nnd  the  resuscitnfpd  germs  push  nsidc  the  now  yielding  clay, 
and  shooi  forth  in  a  thousand  tender  forms  of  vegetable  life  and  beauty- 
la  a  few  days  the  whole  steril  waste  is  clothed  in  a  soft  and  delicate 
robe  of  green,  winch  soon  becomes  enamelled  with  blossoms  of  erery 
hoe,  and  of  the  most  delightful  fragrance.  Millions  of  these  delicate 
flowers  ornament  the  hills  and  spangle  the  valleys,  while  the  whole 
atmosphere  is  porfumcd  with  paradi^i;'ral  odours.  "The  desert  now 
blosaonis  as  the  rost,"  and  "the  parched  heath  becomes  a  {jrinitn  of 
flowers/'  The  Hottentots  now  descend  from  the  mountains,  and  ad- 
vance into  the  plains  nearer  the  seaeoast,  where  they  find  an  abundance 
of  svstenance  for  their  flocks  and  herds,  ibitelopcs,  ostriches,  and 
other  animals  also  descend  into  the  valleys,  which  greatly  idenaaes 
the  bpa^ity  of  the  scene. 

But,  alas !  when  nature  thus  suddenly  plays  the  prodigal,  she  soon 
exhausts  her  means,  and  becomes  a  niggard  again.  I'his  beautiful 
aeene  is  soon  stripped  of  its  gior}%  In  the  month  of  September  or 
October  the  flowers  fade,  and  the  leairea  fall  to  the  earth;  and  the 
incipient  germs  of  future  fertility,  the  property  of  another  year,  are 
safely  locked  up  in  their  prison  of  flay,  from  whence  thry  will  hr> 
again  called  forth  by  the  beniprn  infiiif  iipp  of  a  ppriodical  rani.  At 
this  dr>'  season,  when  the  grub:^  v  iihered,  the  suceuUnl  plants  alone 
furnish  food  for  the  herds  and  Hocks,  both  wild  and  tame.  The 
streams  and  rivulets  soon  dry  up,  but  the  springs  in  the  valleys^ 
never  cease  to  flow ;  and  they  supply  the  different  kinds  of  animals 
with  sufficient  water  to  allay  their  thirst.  But  when  vegetable  life 
refusoa  to  act  in  the  valleys,  they  return  to  the  mountains,  with  ap- 
parent relncianro  ;  nnd  some  of  thoin  will  rt'innii  in  the  valleys  a  lonsf 
tiiue,  feeding  upoii  succulciu  plants,  wluch  alibrd  ihetn  both  food 
anddiink* 

Incroesing  the  sandy  deserts,  which  extend  from  the  seaooaat  about 
finrty  miles  inland,  and  about  eight  hundred  miles  north>west  and  sootb> 

easf,  we  find  that  this  parched  and  arid  plain  is  intersected,  in  various 
dire<  [ions,  by  the  vacant  beds  of  a  number  of  small  streams;  which, 
thougii  mostly  dried  up,  can  be  easily  traced  and  clearly  Uisiiugui^hed 
bf  the  dark  green  miiuosas  which  grow  along  their  banks,  and  which 
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form  the  only  instances  or  symptoms  of  vegetable  life  tliroiigliout  the 
v  liole  droriry  waste.  This  19  iiideed  a  retiremeot  fit  for  the  diBident, 
unobtrusive  sc  iisiiive-plant. 

The  nauveb  oi  this  part  of  the  country  are  not  hkc  those  to  the 
•onth  of  this  place,  nor  those  to  the  Jiorth  of  the  fomteenth  degree  of 
sonth  latitnde,  who  empU>y  the  pruicipal  part  of  theur  time  in  hunt* 
ing  the  elephant,  the  aotdope,  and  other  peaceful  animals,  from  the 
spoils  of  which  they  enrich  themselves.  But  these  natives  never 
molest  the  elephant,  nor  any  other  ;ininial,  except  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  themselves  with  necessar}*  lood  and  clotliiug.  The  con- 
sequence is,  that,  hunted  from  their  native  forests,  at  the  nonh  and 
sonth*  the  persecuted  animals  retreat  to  this  unfrequented  region  for 
protection,  and  here  they  live  in  security,  rapidly  increasing  in  num- 
Dcrs.  The  quiet  and  peaceable  elephnnt  is  iiere  the  monarch  of  the 
forest,  and  his  race  has  become  very  numerous  in  the  interior.  From 
my  Hottentot  guides  I  learned  that  liiey  roam  in  vast  herds  tliruugh 
the  densely-wooded  tracts  of  the  countr)*,  disputing  the  right  of 
sovereign  ly  eren  with  the  African  Uon.  Matchless  in  size  and  strength, 
yet  tranquil,  peaceful,  and  majestic,  they  march  in  herds  or  troops, 
headed  by  the  most  ancient  of  their  number,  who  acts  as  king,  chief, 
or  leader,  to  the  party.  They  lead  a  social,  almost  a  moral  life;  mo- 
lesting neither  man  nor  beast,  unless  first  assailed  by  them. 

Droves  of  ele]>iiauis  liave  frequently  passed  within  one  hundred 
yards  of  our  party,  without  deigning  to  notice  us  with  anj  more  atten- 
tion Aan  we  should  in  passuig  so  many  ants  on  the  road.  In  all 
collisions  with  these  sagacious  animals,  man  is  always  the  first 
sjggressor,  to  Mhich  act  he  is  incited  by  cupidity  alone.  Tlieir 
ivorj'  tusks  form  the  most  valuable  article  of  trade  that  Africa  can 
boa^t,  gold  dust  excepted.  It  is  generally  supposed,  from  the  pro- 
digious strength  of  the  elephant,  his  almost  impenetrable  hide,  his 
rapid  iliough  clumsy  movements,  that  he  is  a  tnost  desperate  and 
perilous  ohject  of  attack.  But  those  Africans  who  make  it  a  business 
to  take  them  succeed  without  much  difficulty,  by  forming  pits  and 
KnMreB  of  vartoos  descriptions,  into  which  they  are  treacherously  in- 
veigled. 

Decemi/er  13//i. — Having  finished  my  excursion,  and  returned  iit 
aafety  to  the  vessel  at  Wdwieh  Bay,  exammed  the  salt  springs,  and 
procured  a  supply  of  beef  and  mutton  from  the  natives,  we  again  foond 

ourselves  in  readiness  for  sea,  as  it  was  now  time  to  retrace  our  steps* 
and  look  for  seals  to  the  south.  The  reader  will  rememher  that  from 
Saldanha  Bay  to  otir  present  anchorage,  a  distance  of  more  than  tea 
degrees  of  iautude,  we  had  critically  examined  every  mile  of  the 
coast;  our  boats  being,  at  no  time,  more  than  one  oi  two  cables' 
length  from  the  breakers,  and  all  by  daylight.  I  can  therefore  say, 
with  confidence,  that  there  are  no  other  dangers  along  this  patt  of  the 
coast  than  ^vhnt  I  have  pointed  out  and  described ;  and  every  navigator 
who  follows  these  directions  will  be  sure  to  keep  his  ship  afloat.  It 
will  not  be  neccssar)',  therefore,  in  passing  over  the  same  ground,  to 
recapitulate  ilie  facto  already  stated. 

Ikemhr  ldlA.*--On  Monday,  the  19th,  we  once  mort  put  to  t««t 
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and  st€crofl  a  southerly  cowse  for  Mercury  Islnnd,  toiichin<j  at  Bird 
Island  on  the  wnv,  from  which  wo  took  a  few  fur-seal  skuis.  We 
continued  plying  lo  ilie  southward,  with  the  wind  from  south-south- 
WMt  during  the  day,  and  Mtrth-aontli-esst  daring  the  night,  until  we 
atrived  m  Merevry  Ml«nd,  on  Monday,  die  2Sd.  Here  we  commenced 
taking  seal,  and  although  the  landing  was  very  h  id,  I  adhered  to  my 
u*un!  fn«;fom  of  leading  the  ^^gi  a  custom  which  every  ship-master 
should  a(io{)t  who  is  engag(Hl  in  ihi^  business,  as  it  never  fails  lo  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  all  parlies. 

In  scaling  the  iwkwmi  prec  ipiees  of  an  unsheltered  ahorettoattaek 
a  large  body  of  these  ArocMHis  amphibia,  some  hazard  is  necessarily 
iBetnred,  aiid  some  eotirage  consequently  required ;  and  I  have  always 
found  a  vant  difference  in  the  result,  whether  I  sent  my  men  ahead 
with  the  words  "  Go  ou,  men!  Go  on?"  or  led  the  van  myself,  with 
the  more  animatin?  exclamation  of  **  Come  on,  my  lads  1  Come  on  f* 
The  latter  language  seems  to  kio(fle  the  fire  of  enthusiasm  in  every 
boeom;  to  uispire  then  with  new  eourage,  and  to  endue  them  wim 
ledooUed  TigoBr.  They  rash  Ibrwaid  r^kless  of  danger,  placing  the 
fullest  confideiioe  in  the  experiettce  and  eool  intrepidity  of  their  enter- 
prising leader. 

December  2ith. — On  Wednesday,  the  24lh,  I  landed  with  a  party  of 
twenty-three  picked  men,  with  the  intention  of  taking  a  large  body  of 
foMoal,  whiim  were  assembled  on  the  west  side  of  the  island.  The 
sea  was  tolerably  smooth,  and  the  men  in  fine  spirits,  with  the  pros* 
pect  before  them  of  surprising  and  destroying  an  unsospecting  army, 
which  would  yield  them  such  valuable  spoils. 

Our  f?chooner  lay  at  anrhor  ou  the  east  side  of  the  island,  in  four 
fathoms  of  water,  about  two  cables*  length  from  tlie  shore.  iiiic 
nanoing  the  boats  and  pulling  for  the  shore,  the  men  were  made  ac- 
quaioted  with  my  intended  plan  of  attack,  and  received  their  orders 
accordingly.  I  have  already  intinmted  tliat  there  is  no  spot  on  any 
side  of  tliis  little  i-sland  where  a  landing  r;in  be  effected  with  ease  and 
facility.  Bnt  to  minds  resolved  no  di(ficuities  appear  too  formidable 
to  be  surmounted. 

As  our  boat  left  the  vessers  side,  several  of  the  men  were  guessing, 
and  proposing  trifling  bets,  on  the  probable  number  of  seal  which  were 
to  yield  us  their  jackets  on  this  o<-ca  >ion ;  at  the  same  time  dropping 
some  jocose  remarks  on  the  confusion  which  our  unexpected  appenr- 
nnce  would  «-;«uso  anions  the  nnipliihious  mr  inbers  of  the  defenceless 
community  wliosc  social  arrangements  and  domestic  enjoymeuls  we 
were  about  to  annihilate. 

♦*Poor  felkywe!**  exclaimed  young  Ogden,  arousing  from  a  brief  fit 
of  musing  abstraction  ;  what  tics  of  alfeetiott  are  soon  to  be  severed 
for  ever! — whole  families  nearly  cut  to  pieces,  and  the  survivors 
plunged  in  misery !  Those  tliat  esca|>e  will  find  to*mormw  a  melan- 
choly Chrisiraas." 

*'  Ours  will  be  the  more  merry  for  our  success,**  repUed  his  friend 
Oscar  Sludivatt.  *Besidea,  it  wul  leach  thesi  ^( mry  a  usefbl  lesson 
on  extravagance  In  dress.  If  they  wore  hair  instead  of  fiir,.as  some 
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of  their  humbler  neighbours  do,  we  should  nerer  molest  thenu*'  Ogdn 

made  no  reply,  but  seemed  ab«iorbed  in  some  other  snhjert. 

"To-morrow  will  be  a  nurrv  day  among  tin  uvuumc  Knicker- 
bockers of  IVew-Vork,''  re&umtd  the  last  speaker.  "How  mm 
^mJ^vwsaiiB  quotaikm  about  Uie  Chiiataas  holyduysT  OgdMi 

"  Wbatcver  ptttm  awalled,  or  gtid»  opproM'd, 
ChrtniMt  m4  !ii««r-7«tr  alwifi  rnn  aw  Mnl.* 

Thev  were  proceeding  wiili  some  further  remarks  to  tlie  same  effect, 
wheu  i  mterposed  with  a  cuution  of  silence,  and  orders  to  i»tatid  ready 
for  landing,  when  no  man  was  to  aoeak  above  a  wbio^ier.   Thia  ai>- 
•    langement  is  always  neeeaaaiy,  aa  iLa  aeal  aio  mr  on  tbo  alert,  and 
on  hearing  the  least  noise,  are  apt  to  fly  to  the  ocean  for  snfet}-. 

It  was  now  about  ei?hi  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Tbe  tide  was  low, 
and  the  sea  tolerably  Miiooth;  so  that  we  efTectcd  a  larulm^'  without 
much  difficulty.  Ua\iiig  secured  tiic  boai^ri,  we  all  sileutiy  crept  along 
die  Mcdi  abofe  of  the  idaad»  wbkk  m  cnfy  a  oMle  in  eirewMeraaee, 
oDd  k  a  few  miantee  eaaae  in  aight  of  oar  intended  victims,  who  warn 
lying  well  up  on  the  auBBita  of  the  steep  rocks.  I  led  tbe  wajr, 
closely  followed  by  my  six  confidential  companion?,  viz.  Messrs. 
Lewis,  Johnson,  Terr}',  O^den,  Studivan,  and  Valentine  Lewis.  The 
seal  soon  scented  the  approacli  of  an  enemy,  as  we  plainly  perceived 
by  their  suddenly  manifesting  symptoma  of  alarau  ao  tioM  waa  mw 
10  be  loet ;  bnl  m  insiaaianeoaa  nab  waa  neeeeaary,  m  oider  iq  oo» 
mence  the  attack  before  they  could  recover  from  their  confusion. 

Come  on,  my  lads  !''  I  exclnimcJ,  in  a  cheerful  Hut  half-suppressed 
voR-e  ;  "come  on,  and  let  every  IjIuw  tell."  The  rush  of  my  little 
parly  was  siamkaneous ;  every  nerve  and  muscle  was  exerted,  and 
we  liad  readied  the  opposite  side  of  tlie  rookery,  killing  several  seal 
in  our  way,  when  we  found  that  tbe  otber  party,  under  tbe  eiNMuni 
<if  Mr.  Barton,  had  been  alopped  in  "  mid-course''  about  tbe  eentia  of 
die  laokeryt  bgr  the  manmtff  number  of  seal  that  began  to  pour  down 
the  steep  rocks  and  precipices,  like  an  irresi«!iblf  torrent,  bearing 
down  their  assailants,  and  taking  several  oi  liie  men  jiearly  into  the 
ocean  along  with  them.  On  seeing  their  danger,  however,  we  *'ilew 
io  the  leaeue,^  and  soon  relieved  than  by  turning  tbe  tide  of  war  ia 
anoiber  direction.  Sercxal  bandied  fur<eeal  were  left  Ufeleee  en  At 
abore  and.iocka. 

As  flip  rollers  now  began  to  set  in  with  a  considerable  degree  of 
violence,  I  ordered  the  men  to  commence  skinning  those  wliich  lay 
nearest  to  llie  water's  edge  first.  They  applied  themseivea  to  the 
leak  witb  alacrity ;  but  had  hardly  secured  the  jackets  of  more  than 
fifty  aeal,  wbea  a  wave  of  tnonaooa  aiae  eaaM  faUaif  in  lo  tfie  ahon^ 
witb  iacb  veleeitv  as  to  take  off  and  ingalf  in  its  bosom  Meem 
WeM,  Burton,  and  Ogden.  Ten  or  twelve  oAen,  with  wtymikS,  ?eiy 
narrowly  escaped  the  same  d!sa«^ter 

•♦Man  the  boat !"  I  exclaimed,  and  the  order  was  echoed  by  a  dozen 
v<Hces  at  once ;  and  the  alacrity  of  obedience  was  such,  iliat  the  men 
^•iMM  a  rocky  cM  of  about  two  hondhred  iiMt  in  lieight,  appacendy 
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"Without  a  stop.  It!  n  moment  ihoy  were  ia  the  boat,  and  near  ihB 
struggling  trio  who  were  contending  for  existence  asainst  the  ruthless 
biUows.  They  first  pnlM^  for  Mr.  West ;  but  ss  be  fomid  no  great 
inconTeiuence  from  swimBung,  he  ordered  them  to  assist  Ogden  and 
Burton,  who,  he  said,  were  nearly  exhausted,  whicli  proved  to  be  llie 
case:  for  before  the  boat  could  reach  Mr.  Burton,  vrlin  was  jmt  oii 
the  point  of  goiii":  clown,  lliev  saw  poor  Ogtlcu  '^nik  lo  hm-  ho  more. 
Alter  taking  xVIr.  Buriuu  laio  ilie  boui,  Uiey  puUetl  arouiid  lor  boiae 
time  over  the  place  where  Mr.  Ogden  was  last  seen«  but  all  to  no  pur- 
pose. That  graceful,  manly  frame  was  destined  to  find  a  resting- 
place  in  sonie4ioral  cavern  of  the  ocean,  while  his  amiable  and  aspiring 
spirit  soared  to  the  realms  of  <  verlasiing  bliss. 

Thus  perished,  in  iho  I  Iooim  of  lii^s  eartlily  cxi^if  iice,  a  yount^  ninn 
wlio,  had  he  lived,  wouid  cioubiie^s  have  proved  an  honour,  uui  only  to 
liis  family,  but  lo  his  country,  and  homan  nature ;  a  youns  man  whose 
liighly  cultivated  and  aceomplisfaed  mind  was  endowea  with  every 
manly  grace,  whose  heart  was  the  seat  of  every  manly  virtue ;  the 
hope  of  a  widowed  mother — the  idol  of  amiable  and  a/Tectionate  listens 
— the  pride  of  brothers  who  contemplated  with  proud  satisfaction  tlie 
httdding  promises  of  liis  future  usefulness.  1  knew  Uitn  well,  liu 
jntegrity  was  inflexible,  and  fiir  atiict  veradty  I  have  never  met  with 
llie  panliel ;  for  he  looked  upon  an  untraih,  even  of  dm  most  trifling 
nature,  as  an  offence  against  honour  and  virtue,  which  no  circumstance 
coidd  extenuate.  He  was  temperate  in  all  things — moderate  on  aH 
loccasions,  except  in  his  eagerness  to  encounter  danger.  lie  never 
shraiiic  from  ids  duty,  on  the  most  tryuig  occasions,  except  that  of 
Mag  required  to  listen  to  the  language  of  well-merited  praise.  In 
•hort,  he  waa  the  exemplary  eon  of  a  pions  mother ;  and  that  includes 
the  highest  and  brightest  encomium  of  which  human  language  is  snsi* 
ceptib^c.  Alas !  for  thoso  who  loved  him !  Theirs  is  the  loss  kit 
an  eternal  isMu. 

As  a  triilmg  tribute  ui  aliecuon  and  respect  to  the  memory  of  one 
80  universaUy  beloved,  the  eolours  of  the  Antarctic  were  immediately 
displayed^  lialf-mast,  and  minute  guns  were  fired  over  his  watery^ 
grave*  A  manly  tear  glistened  in  every  eye,  and  the  gloom  of  mourn* 
ing  sat  upon  every  brow.  Nothing  was  omhied  on  this  occasion  that 
nautical  usacrc  or  miiiiaiy  eiiqoette  has  consecrated  to  such  melan- 
choly purpo'ies. 

«  Mr.  iiunou  sufl'ercd  much  from  tlie  bruises  which  he  received  iVoiu 
the  rocks  agamst  iriiich  the  roller  threw  hhn;  and  this  I  ptesnme  was 
also  the  ease  with  the  unfiirtonate  Ogden,  Ibr  I  knew  him  to  be  aner* 

pert  swimmer. 

Jhrrmhcr  2;>//i. — I  now  fletrrmincd  on  1^a^  itin^  Mercury  ft-land  im- 
iiicdiiiiely,  for  I  could  no  luii^jfr  endure  the  nielanchoK' scene  ;  we  there- 
fore gol  under  way  ou  'i'hurciddy,  die  2aih, — tlie  day  on  which  we  had 
prooused  onrselveft  a  meny  Chriatmaa,  bnt  wldeh  liad  risen  upon  ue 
ns  a  day  of  monmmg, — and  steered  tothe  aonihand  west,  widithe  wind 
from  south-by-east,  and  fair  weather.  The  morrow  did  indeed  provq  to  be 
•*  s  melancholy  Christmas,*'  as  Ofyden  tinconsdously  prrdiftrd.  Every 
letarmng  ajmiversaiy  wiil  remind  his  firieods  of  liieir  irreparaUlc  losa» 
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W«  oonlimied  plying  to  the  wmAwirf,  tikiog  advantage  of  the  land- 
hreexea  by  night  and  the  sea-breezes  by  day,  stretching  uong  the  eoaai» 

and  carefnlly  examining  every  rock  and  island  on  which  fur-seals  werr 
likely  to  be  found,  i'or  more  than  tliree  monibs,  when  we  found  OUI^ 
selves  once  more  in  tlie  thirty-second  degree  oi  south  latitude. 

April  l9Uh  1829.— On  Sunday,  the  I9th  of  April,  we  amved  at  Point 
St.  Helena,  where  we  found  the  EhigliA  brig  Colunibine,  Captain  Stew* 
art,  in  a  aituation  that  precluded  the  hope  of  the  ▼esseFa  ultimate  safety. 
She  was  on  shore,  and  fier  valuable  cargo  in  imn^inent  (hnc:or  nf  being 
totally  lost.  Captain  S\  had  sailed  Irom  England,  bound  lor  Van  Die«- 
man*s  Land,  by  the  way  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Lieut.  Mitchell 
of  tilt  ruyal  navy  was  on  board  as  passenger.  Him  I  took  on  board 
the  Antaietie,  ana  proceeded  to  Table  Bay  with  all  possible  ezped»> 
tion,  to  obtain  permission  to  save  the  bci^a  cargo,  and  become  entitled 
to  the  salvage,  whioh  would  hafo  amounted  to  at  least  twenty-fit e 
thousand  dollars. 

My  proposition  was  rejected  on  acr^ount  of  the  Antarctic  being 
American  bottom ;  though  Lieutenant  Mitchell  and  Messrs.  Nisbot  and 
Dixon,  three  at  worthy  men  as  an^  eoumry  ean  boast  of,  exerted  all 
their  ininenee  with  the  government  m  my  favour.   Several  other  hiridjr 
respectable  merchants  alay^  interceded  for  me ;  but  Sir  Lowery  Oole- 
refused  to  accede  to  the  proposition.    The  only  reason  assigned  foT" 
thi"^  n'fusal  was,  that  he  had  enemies,  and  the  nionK nt  that  he  varied  from 
tiie  i»irici  letter  of  the  Brhish  laws,  he  should  be  censured  for  taking 
such  a  responsibihty  on  hia  own  dwukleis.   The  consequence  wa»,. 
that  properly  was  lost  to  the  amount  of  about  seventy-five  thousand^ 
'  dollars*  value,  the  whole  of  which  I  might  have  saved,  if  I  could  have  ^ 
obtained  permission  from  the  o:overnment,  the  Antarctic  being^  tlie  only 
\'('><e]  then  in  port  that  was  calculated  for  such  an  undertaking,  it 
"Has  iost. 

April  21*/. — We  arrived  at  Table  Bay  on  Tuesday,  llie  21st,  and 
anchored  abreast-of  Cape  Town,  in  lour  fathoms  or  water,  muddjr 

bottom,  about  lulf  a  mile  ftom  the  landing-place,  which  is  at  a  kind  of 

bridge  or  jetty  which  runs  out  to  the  eastward  about  two  hundred  yards^ 
and  has  from  eight  to  ten  feet  of  water  at  its  outer  end.  Large  cranes 
are  erected  on  Uiis  laiuling  Ibr  the  convenience  of  diseharg-ing  rargoes 
from  boats.  Ships  may  iiii  their  water  here  witli  a  great  deal  of 
facility,  as  it  is  conducted  from  springs  under  the  high  land  to  the  end 
of  the  jetty  by  leaden  and  iron  pipes,  to  each  of  which  is  fitted  n 
leathern  hose  to  condoct  the  water  into  the  boats,  where  the  casks 
may  be  filled  wi!h  the  greatest  ease  and  expedition,  even  if  the  sea. 

should  be  quae  rough. 

In  addition  to  what  I  have  already  said  of  Cape  1  own  in  a  pre*- 
eeding  chapter,  I  em  now  attte  fiom  my  own  observations,  that  it  is 
handsomely  built,  the  houses  in  general  beinff  Aom  two  to  four  stories 

in  height,  built  of  stone,  whitewashed,  and  diqiNOsed  in  straight  and 
parallel  streets.  Several  beatittful  sqnaree  give  the  whole  tOWn  SB 
Open^  airy,  and  picturesque  appearance. 

To  the  north-west  of  the  town  are  three  strong  batteries,  which  com* 
nand  the  anchorage,  and  on  the  east  side  is  the  citadel.   liail  a  jmie 
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Btili  iarUier  ea^t  is  h  pmall  fort,  with  a  line  of  rt  JoDbts.  This  bay  is 
an  excellent  jihice  lor  ail  kuuis  uf  reifu:>UmeiUi>.  Bullocks,  sheep^ 
hogs,  and  poultiy  may  be  had  it  a  modente  price,  with  variooftkindB 
ef  vegetables  and  Iniiti.  FnA,  howem,  is  scarce  and  dear.  The  air 
hero  is  generally  cool  in  the  night,  although  the  sandy  soil  is  greatly 
heated  by  the  sun  daring  the  day,  and  this  causes  land-faneaes  fiolU 
Table  Br V  to  come  off  in  liot  gusts  dm  iiii^  the  cveniiiff. 

The  souiiieni  or  outer  pomi  of  '1  able  Bay  is  called  Green  Point,  on 
which  a  lighthouse  was  erected  in  18^,  four  years  previoiis  to  the 
date  of  this  pan  of  my  jounal.  It  is  about  two  mites  north-west  of 
the  town,  and  is  skualed  in  IsAitude  33°  53'  30"  S.,  long,  le""  lO"  $0"  E. 
Five  miles  to  the  northward  of  this  lighthouse  is  Robben  or  Penguin 
Island,  which  is  two  miles  in  lpn!it!i  from  north  lo  south.  The  west 
and  south  sides  are  suriouuded  by  sunken  rocks  and  breakers ;  but 
there  are  no  dai^ers  more  than  two  cables'  length  from  the  island, 
with  the  exception  of  a  sunken  rock  that  lies  one  SBite  south  of  the 
soothedy  pouit»  oonnonly  oaUed  the  Whale. 

Ships  may  anchor  off  the  eastern  side  of  Robben  Island,  in  five  or 
BIX  fathonis  of  water,  sandy  bottom,  liah  a  mile  from  t!ie  shore,  where 
they  Wiii  be  conipleiely  sheltered  from  the  wesietly  swell,  and  lie  ui 
more  saliely  m  the  winter  season  than  they  will  in  Table  Bay.  Ships 
bound  into  this  hayt  eomiiig  from  north,  and  paasing  between 
Robben  Island  and  the  mnio,  shoold  keep  the  light  on  cSeen  Pomt 
bearing  about  south-west-by-south,  until  they  are  past  the  island,  in 
passuig  wliich  t!ip  IphsI  depth  of  water  will  be  six  fathoms.  After 
passing  the  island  you  may  steer  a  direct  course  for  the  anchorage, 
when  you  will  have  twelve,  ten,  eight,  and  at  the  ancliorage  six  fathoim^ 
0f  wiier«  saad  and  mnddy  bottom.  Airowsmith's  map  is  comet  ftr 
tills  port. 

But  in  going  into  Table  Bay  when  coming  from  the  north,  I  would 
always  advise  ships  to  pass  to  the  west  of  Robben  Island,  faking  care 
to  keep  the  lighthouse  on  Green  Point  to  the  eastward  oi  boiith-b\ . 
east,  from  the  ship,  until  wttUn  one  mile  of  the  pomt,  whca  )  ou  may 
steer  east-by-sooth,  until  the  lighlhooM  bears  soutb-we^-by-west,  when 
you  may  steer  Gw  dio  aadiflirage,  and  moor  m  from  five  to  four  fathoms 
of  water,  in  the  summer  season  *,  btu  in  the  winter,  ships  should  never 
anchor  in  less  tlian  six  and  a  half  fathoms,  ns  the  northerly  gales  send 
a  V(  I  y  heavy  swell  into  this  bav,  which  ofu  ii  breaks  in  four  fathoms 

buiali  vessels  ui  entering  Table  Bay  may  keep  the  right-hand  shore 
close  on  board,  as  thait  are  no  dangers  more  than  one  hundred  and 
fiAgr  finhoms  finsm  the  shore  that  will  bring  a  ship  up.  In  entering 
this  bay  about  noon,  or  a  little  after,  I  would  advise  rihi|i  inaslMi  in* 
variably  to  take  one  or  two  reefs  in  the  topsails  hiforc  they  come  up 
with  Green  Point,  as  U  is  ^rllf<rally  the  case,  in  tlir  suimner  raonih'«E, 
that  before  conung  up  wuli  ihia  pomt,  ships  may  carry  all  sail ;  and 
the  moment  they  open  the  bay,  they  will  find  a  single  or  double  reel, 
and  often,  in  the  nftenaen,  n  dose  reef  hveene.  Thus,  hf  nsing  tins 
precaution,  ships  will  not  be  in  danger  of  losing  their  spars,  or  ipSlting 
their  sMlsi  andaft»  ofsnh^  ths  bay,  if  theysbanid  netfedtoomBeS 
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wmd,  m  the  flows,  ifaeyeaD  toon  tnm  out  one  or  tw«  re«fr,aiid  wItW 

top-gallant-sails. 

fi  may  be  well  to  rem^.rlc.  'hrt*  nn  eddy,  or  connvr  mrrrnt,  rnrn- 
THOnly  sets  from  the  north  mio  li  Bay,  between  ivol  hi  ti  Isianil  and 
the  mainlund;  while,  at  the  same  liuic,  the  rc/sruiHr  current  is  setting 
to  the  iKMrtlit  ft  short  distaiice  in  the  ofiing.  Ships  bound  iato  the  bay 
should  therefore  be  eareM  to  make  the  land  to  the  aoatii  of  latinMle 
38*  56',  if  the  wmd  be  sontheriy*  By  not  attcndina  to  this,  and  making 
proper  allowances  for  the  currents,  they  have  often  fnllm  in  witli  \}\c 
Umd  to  the  north  of  !)asscn  Island,  and  even  as  fni  north  as  Poini  8t. 
Helena,  wlierc  soiikj  of  them  have  left  their  ribs  uti  the  sunken  rooks 
which  line  the  coast  between  St,  Helen's  and  Sahbohs  bays.  Thust 
by  ftUing  in  sontfa  of  the  port,  ia  the  sanuiMr  ■ontfaflii  thej  wSl  hano 
tlie  advantage  of  a  fair  md  attd  a  iiiTOtirable  etafrear;  whereas  by 
falling  in  north  of  the  port,  It  may  take  them  a  day  or  tWO^  Under  tho 
most  favoiTrnHe  circumstances,  to  gain  'hr  anchorage. 

It  is  unsafe  for  ships  to  lie  in  this  pon  between  the  months  oi  May 
aad  October;  for  the  north-north-west  und  north-west  winds  then  set 
ID,  and  often  Uow  with  great  Tiolence,  so  that  unless  a  ahip  has  veiy 
good  grpQad^ackHng,  ri^  will  almost  inetitaUy  go  on  ahoik.  North* 
weat  winds  happen  ai  all  seasons  of  the  year,  more  or  less,  but  nr  rr 
with  any  force  between  October  and  May.  ^>r!P  of  the  most  violent 
north-west  gales  that  ever  happened  at  Cape  i  own  was  in  July, 
when  a  great  number  of  vesseli  went  on  shore,  and  about  seventy 
houses  and  stores  were  destroyed.   Fortunately,  no  lira  were  lost. 

I  have  fosndtta  weH  aaoteatihat  the  variiMe  ekaie  of  atmoapheii- 
cal  refraction  in  this  bay  b  so  great  as  to  render  it  difficidt,  and  some* 
times  impossible,  to  obtain  accurate  altitudes  of  the  heavenly  bodies  on 
titipboard.  Objects  are  often  reflected  double,  and  I  have  several  times 
i^azed  at  ships  apparently  sailing  in  the  air.  The  best  plan  is  to  take 
the  chronometers  on  shore,  and  correct  them  by  altitudes  taken  with 
an  artificial  herison. 

Another  phflnoaenoa  which  deserves  to  be  mentioned  in  this  place 
is,  a  fieecy  vapoor  occasioiiaily  spread  over  the  Table  IM  >  ;vain,  and 
h  a  certain  prognostic  of  a  hard  gale.  This  is  called  the  tablecloth 
t>y  Kiiglishraen,  but  tlic  Frencli  call  it  in  pfn  uque,OT  the  wig.  It  <*om- 
meuccs  by  a  Ijitle  white  or  fleecy  cloud,  which  lemaius  for  some  time 
staliooaiy  ow  the  soaiiiut  of  the  lioo^a  Bmnp^  It  then  gradnaHy  in- 
creases until  it  covers  the  whole  Table,  ithtsa  it  becomes  a  darir  gray 
in  the  middle,  while  its  edges  s'i'"  n  ntain  white.  After  continuing  for 
some  time,  it  slowly  mingles  with  tlM  ataoephere*  nttttl  ii  finaity  di^ 
appears  without  rain  or  mist. 

A  strong  south-east  wmd  coiijiiieiiiiiib  uamt;Jiately  after  the  mountain 
is  cofOf^tely  covered,  which  often  blows  in  squalls  excessively  hard, 
and  genstnl^  sonignss  for  two  or  toe  days.  U  hlomu  wtrf  huA 
throBgh  the  gap  which  separates  the  Table  from  the  Devil^s  Bc*-g, 
driving  the  whitr  *  ].  uu!v  in  rolling  fleeces  like  wool  along  the  sides  of 
the  mountain^?.  S|jij)v  :,n  frrqumtlv  partrd  from  their  moorings,  or 
b$mg  thair  ^Jichoni  hQine»  and  are  dnvep  out  of  khe  hay  with  iiil  their 
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icihiifi  »head.  Bat  the  monent  they  are  outskie  of  the  bay,  thejr  iiiid 
nothing  more  thm  ft  liilgi«  or  double-reef  breeze. 

T  should  advise  navigators  who  enter  Table  Bay  m  Uh'  the  intention 
of  rrinairiing  anv  length  of  lime,  to  anchor  well  umler  the  western 
«hore,  and  to  strike  top-gallant  ysadu  and  mmtis  ;  always  placing  the 
two  best  anebors  to  the  MNith-eontfa-CMt,  and  giving  tho  ahiotlie  whole 
iMfth  of  bodi  eablofet  which  will  cuao  the  anehofato  bed  niemselTe9» 
wif  better  ensure  the  ship^s  holding  on,  or  not  dragging. 

As  rr::nn!s  a  gcolowical  (It'sfription  of  this  portion  of  Sonth  Africa, 
the  reader  can  expect  nothing  from  my  pen,  in  addition  to  the  many 
elaborate  strictures  already  before  the  public,  by  such  scientific 
voyagers  and  traTellen  as  Banow,  Futmoii,  Campbell,  Colebiook, 
CoUiB,  Kolbom  Spamnii,  Lo  VaiUant,  Thanbeig^  Valentia,  Paociiet. 
Semple,  Perceral,  and  a  host  of  others.  These  writoa  hlte  all  eaie* 
fully  examined  and  particularly  dc^rrihril  thr  monnfnins,  rorVs,  mine- 
rals, vegetables,  animals,  Alc.  oi  ilic  C.ipe  ol  Good  Hope,  and  lo  ilir  ir 
M\>rks  I  refer  Uie  reader;  to  a  synopsis  in  tlie  Edinburyli  Encyclo- 
pedia, under  this  article ;  and  to  M.  Make  Brun*s  System  of  Geog- 
raphy. 

April  SM.— We  left  Table  Bay  on  Sattiiday,  the  25th,  and 
shaped  our  course  to  the  north,  for  Angra  Pcqiirna,  with  a  fresh  wind 
from  south-south-east,  and  hazy  weather.  In  ilic  morning  previous  to 
our  departure,  tlje  tablerlofh  was  spread  on  the  mountain,  and  1  had 
an  oppurtuaity  of  seeing  llic  niu»L  cuiicci  and  arrange  itself  about  the 
•tminiitof  Table  Mountain. 

Bat  ttiia  pbenomtBon  proeents  Itaalf  only  when  a  strong,  bold  aouth* 
east  wind  may  be  expected,  which  most  condense  the  aqueous  vapour 
rising  from  tb^  warm  fiirrrnt,  nnd  carry  it  towards  the  Inntl  Durino^ 
the  bhorl  stay  I  made  at  die  ("ape,  this  was  the  only  opportunity  I  had 
<tf  ubiierving  this  vapour  advancing  from  Uie  ocean.  It  came  rapidly 
over  the  surface  of  the  sea,  which  it  entirely  concealed,  while  the  air 
abo?e  was  perfectly  dear.  It  came  on  with  nrach  force  and  Telocity, 
soon  reached  the  land,  and  gradually  enreioped  the  coast.  It  then 
^•isccnded  the  moimtain,  where  it  remained  apparently  stationary, 
iihnost  entirely  covcrini!  the  Table  MountPiin  with  one  vnst  *<heef  of 
white  fleecy  clouds;  ahcriiaiely  increasm.^  And  decreasing  on  the  side 
ol  the  mountain  that  overhangs  Cape  Tuvvn,  and  often  descending 
nearly  half-way  down  the  BMNulain,  as  if  in  mockery  ^  hinnaa  curiosity 
and  imbcdiity. 

I  was  surprised  to  see  this  tablecloth,  or  sheet  of  clouds,  remaining 

atationjiry  on  the  mountain  after  the  south-east  wind  had  set  in  with 
greul  violence,  until  1  recollected  the  vast  height  of  this  eminence, 
which  is  estim.iied  at  more  than  thirty-sijc  hundred  feet  above  the  level 
4>f  the  sea,  its  precipitous  sides,  and  the  extensive  surface  of  its  top. 
X4br  is  It  strange  that  it  ahonld  rarely  descend  (except  when  the  wind 
blows  almost  a  hurricane),  if  we  take  into  consideration  the  sifuathm 
oftlic  ground  beneath, — sheltered,  warm,  and  the  site  of  a  large  town, 
fajin  vrhich  a  cnrrcnt  of  hot  air  must  be  constantly  nsreniTtn?. 

When  we  got  under  wav,  w  hi<  h  was  at  one,  P.  M  ,  tlie  \\  ind  came 
4lown  the  moimtains  into  the  bay  m  tremendous  gtists ;  and  inlawed  with 


Digitized  by  Google 


♦ 


Apsil.]  KOBBEN  ]6LAN2>-4IASSEN  ISLAKD.  an 

Tioleace,  that  after  tripping  the  anchor,  and  shMtiag  home  the 

forp  tops  nil,  with  the  ynn!  on  the  cap,  the  Antarctic  was  goiii^  at  the 
rLite  of  eleven  miles  uii  liour.  But,  as  we  left  the  bay  !)rli]nd  us.  the 
Mind  i>€caaie  more  moderate ;  so  that  when  we  were  in  liie  pasj>age 
between  Robben  Island  and  the  ouub,  we  had  all  aail  on  the  schoonert 
whiefa  was  then  going  at  iho  rate  of  Ihineen  and  a  half  miles  an  hour. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Kobbcn  or  Penguin  Ihlxuid — Das»«n  or  Con«y  Island — Arrive  at  Angra  Peqaena 
— Saiid-win£b  and  a  movinff  Colamn  of  Sand — IntenooDie  with  the  Nitivsa 
The  Guinea- worm — A  Hoiue  of  Maeasaea,  or  Makosse*— Ogden's  Harbour — 
Cajpe  Frio,  or  Cold  Qajpe— Great  Fish  Bay — ^A  Tribe  of  the  Cimb^bas — ilx- 
edrakm  into  the  Interior — P<»t  Alexander — St.  Philip  Benguela — St.  Philip'^ 
Bonnet — Provinrr,  Hay,  and  Town  of  Benguela — Anchorage,  Landing,  Soil, 
Climate,  ProducUoos,  Water,  dec. — Animals,  Yegetablea,  and  Minerals— De> 
acriptioo ef Ike Ccasli  ■Wailing DiiictinM> 

In  leaving  Table  Bay  with  a  strong  south-east  wind,  if  bound  for  a 
northern  port,  I  would  advise  all  navigators  to  pn;^s  between  Robben  or 
Penguin  Island  and  tlie  mainland.  In  cnttring  tins  bay  from  the  same 
quarter,  I  have  already  advised  a  diiferent  course,  and  adduced  my 
leasoos.  U  was  reported  thai  Robben  Island  had  been  smik  by  an 
earthquake  on  the  7th  day  of  December,  1809.  It  appears,  however, 
that  this  report  had  not  quite  so  good  a  foundation  as  the  island  itself^ 
which  stil!  retains  its  former  situation,  with  a1!  its  old  characteristics. 

Tins  island  Ivdn  a  saiuly  soil,  with  a  ridge  oJ  moderately  elevated 
laud  in  its  centre,  runnmg  from  north  to  soutli.  On  iis  ea^ltrn  sidu 
Aero  is  now  a  snail  estaUishnunl  ibrthe  whalo-fiahoy.  Some  grapes 
and  ooUaaiy  Togetables  are  raised  on  tlie  klandt  which  can  also  boast 
of  several  springs  of  good  water ;  it  is  of  small  dimensions,  however, 
being  only  about  ??ix  miles  in  circnmferenee.  Penguins  and  quai!s 
resort  hither  m  ihe  propagntinfr  season,  where  ihcy  estabhsh  their 
utU'series ;  but  do  not  get  iniu  ihc  be^^i  of  company,  the  island  being 
.  occupied  as  a  depot  for  convicts  from  Cape  Town,  who  are  employed 
in  quarrying  limmtooe,  of  whieh  the  base  of  the  island  is  composed. 

At  half-past  three,  P.  M.,  we  passed  between  Dassen  or  Coney 
Tslnnd  ami  the  shore  of  the  mainland.  This  island  lies  about  ten 
leagues  to  the  nortii  and  west  of  Green  Point  liohthoiise,  and  is  situ- 
ated in  latitude  33°  27'  S.,  long.  18=  2'  E.  It  Ires  nearly  eight  leagues 
to  the  southward  of  the  entrance  to  8aldanha  Bay,  and  four  miles  from 
the  anin.  U  is  aboni  six  mUes  in  eiiemnfaienee,  with  little  elevation, 
and  a  sandy  ooHaee.  The  shore  is  ibolt  and  dangerous  lo  approach 
on  its  south  and  west  sides,  as  there  are  sunken  rocks  mmiiog  ofi*- 
4hore  to  tlie  distance  of  two  or  thr^e  miles,  whic!i  will  bring  a  ship  up, 
and  do  not  always  show  ihcjnselves ;  but  on  tlie  north  and  east  sides 
the  abore  is  bold,  and  clear  of  dangers,  close  to  wiiere  good  anchorage 
amy  be  fiiund,  with  southeily  winds,  in  from  fiiVeen  to  eight  £ahotta 
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of  waitr,  tandjr  htttaa.  Tbe  fiMMg^  betweM  tha  UtMmd  ud  Iba 
laain  k  aaiMy  dear  of  dan^^  iwo  eiibles'  length  fiooi  eilhor  ahon* 
Thii  ialaod  woa  §armedy  the  vesortof  finvaeal ;  but  at|imMDt  ]»e»> 

guios  ami  gannot'^  "  pf?'*so'?8  if  tneroly,**  if  we  except  the  men  who  occa- 
sionally visit  it  lor  the  puipose  ol  rubbing  them  of  their  eggs  aiul  feathers, 
for  the  Cape  market.  imieeU,  I  was  told  by  several  r^'^pet^tabie  per- 
sons at  Cape  Town  that  the  feathers  of  the  peuguin  were  considered 
superior  to  those  of  the  goose. 

April  dOM. — We  contanied  en  our  passage  to  the  notthf  with  strong 
50iithcr!y  winds,  and  hazy  \vp:ith('r,  tonr^iinfr  nr  difforent  rocks  uhich 
lay  in  our  way,  and  taking  from  liiem  a  few  lur-seal,  until  'I'liursday, 
the  30th  of  April,  when  wc  arrived  at  Angra  Pcquena,  or  SanlH  Cruz, 
where  we  anchored  on  the  ea&t  side  of  Pcugiuu  L>laiul,  at  four,  A.  M.^ 
ia  five  £uhoma  of  watec»  elay  bottom. 

At  about  ten.  A*  the  sand-winds  came  off ;  and  to  ray  gmtaalis* 
faction  I  had  an  opportnnity  of  witnessing,  for  the  first  lime  in  my  life, 
nnr  of  those  moving  pillars  of  sand  M  htch  have  been  so  frequently 
spoken  of  by  the  celebrated  Mr.  Adanis>uu.  It  rose  about  five  uiiies 
inland  from  the  head  of  the  bay,  and  moved  in  tlit:  direction  of  the  wind 
towards  the  south-west,  increasing  in  magnitiide  as  it  advaiiced,  until 
it  left  the  ahoie,  when  it  begui  gntdualiy  to  dimiwah  as  it  eiosaed 
the  bay. 

This  moving  colnmn  of  ?nTid  pn«^sod  within  a  cable's  length  of  the 
Antarctic,  at  which  ume  I  sliouid  juil^e  lliat  it  would  measure  fifteen 
or  eighteen  feet  in  circumference,  of  a  come  form,  and  alxiut  two  hun- 
dred feet  in  neariy  a  perMadiedar  height  IhMi  the  water,  leamng  a 
little  to  the  aouth-weat.  Ita  heat,  in  paanif  the  vesael,  was  senaihly 
felt,  while  it  emitted  a  stiCBg  odour,  not  ndiks  that  of  sulpluir,  whicli 
«;oon  tlissipnfed,  Imwever,  by  the  ■^trnn?  trusts  of  wind  which  came 
f'Jl  from  the  .shore,  raising  the  thermometer  to  113^.  The  column 
imaiiy  fell  into  the  water,  nearly  half-way  between  Penguin  Island  and 
Seal  Island,  the  latter  being  about  two  hundred  fathoms  to  the  north 
olthe  fenBer* 

This  atartliBg  phenomenon  uuloeed  me  to  waver  in  ngr  ibrmcr  opm- 

ion  respecting  the  visitation  of  a  plagric  or  pestilence  on  the  unfortunate 
seal'-',  rnentionrd  in  a  former  chapter.  Is  it  not  more  probable  that 
ihrv  were  overwhelmed  and  suflocatcd  by  one  of  these  sHnd-spouts 
bursting  upon  them,  accompanied  by  the  sultry,  stilling  ^saud-wiiid^i 
whidi  ernted  hi  Sodt  a  eanae  woidd  be  OMive  than  auffident 
to  prodoce  the  eflect  allnded  to^— the  ainndtaneooa  dotivctioa  of  mil- 
lions of  these  amphibious  animals,  assembled  on  the  aufree  of  the 
two  islands  at  the  head  of  this  bay,  which  are  literally  covered  with  the 
decaying  carcasses  of  the  victim*»,  with  their  skins  still  about  ihem. 

The  effects  of  these  sand-wmdci  are  sometimes  very  disastrous  and 
fatally  deatraetife  when  ooeavring  en  the  bordera  of  the  sandy  deserts. 
In  one  of  my  inlaad  excorsbna  in  tfab  eonairy  I  had  the  misfenaae  to 
encounter  a  lonado  of  this  deaeri|ition,  whieh  hnpressed  me  with  a 
full  ronrirtion  of  their  wonderfu!  cfl'rrtH.  TTie  wind  raised  thr  sand 
so  iiii  TO  romplrfflv  till  the  atiiio^pliere,  obscuring  the  j^hii  .it  nrxirulay, 
and  cOQccaUog  every  ilung  from  view  at  the  dwtauce  oi  two  hundred 
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Mkmm;  white  an  opprewive,  MAoHiiif  we^[lit  aceompamed  Ae 
taancfl  of  sand  through  which  we  had  to  make  our  wajr,  with  es- 
tteme  diffieokjr  and  laboor.  Our  dogs,  in  the  mean  time,  with  their 
tongues  han^iiifT  from  their  moutfis,  rf  Ai«f»f1  to  (ire  the  clouds  of  sand, 
and  a  parching  thirst,  to  whi<'li  water  aliordcd  only  a  tempon^rr  relief, 
oppressed  every  individual  of  the  party :  the  fine  light  du^i  was  inhaled 
at  eveiy  breath.  This  elonn  laated  about  six  hoitn;  bat  it  was  more 
than  dtriee  that  thne  before  the  atmosphere  beeame  tolerablj  elear 
of  floating  eand. 

The  immense  piles  of  sand  which  line  this  seacoast  pro^nMv  owe 
their  existence  to  the  easterly,  or  what  is  ealied  the  saiid-wiuU,  blow- 
ing so  mucli  stronger  tlian  the  prevailing  southerly  winds  ;  the  former 
carrying  the  sand  before  it,  and  depositing  it  on  the  borders  of  the  coast, 
burying  beneath  H  difls,  rocka,  and  ereiy  thing  but  the  highest  hills. 

We  lay  at  Angra  Pequena  until  the  6th  of  May,  during  which  period 
we  overhauled  and  put  in  order  our  sails  and  rijrg^ing^,  and  resulted  the 
skin^  wp  h'u]  tuken  on  this  coast,  beini^  f-'x  rliousand.  This  process 
was  necessary  to  secure  iheir  preser^'uiioii  on  the  passage  home.  In 
tlie  mean  time  I  had  repeated  opix>riuiiiiies  of  intercourse  wiih  the 
nativeSt  and  gaining  from  them  all  the  inAmnation  I  eould  respecting 
the  iMerior  of  the  country,  with  its  animal  and  vegetable  productions. 

More  than  one  of  these  degraded  people  were  afflicted  with  that 
appallinq;  complaint  called  the  Guinea-worm,  which,  I  was  infornied, 
is  frequently  found  on  this  part  of  the  coast,  invadin<r  the  feet  and  legs 
of  the  natives.  It  is  a  dangerous  and  disgusting  animal,  so  small  ai 
first  aa  aearcety  to  be  perceptible  to  hmnan  vision,  which  peuetrates 
the  skin  of  the  stdTerer,  and  takes  op  its  abode  beneath  it.  Here  it 
will  remain  for  years,  feeding  on  the  jniees  of  the  S3r8tem  ;  and  miless 
removed  by  exci:sion,  will  increase  to  the  enormous  size  of  from  eight 
to  ten  feet  in  length,  and  to  the  thickness  of  a  violin's  largest  string. 
Its  general  piact-  of  abode  is  the  calf  of  the  leer,  as  aflordiiiii  the  most 
nourishment;  but  if  it  has  pitched  on  any  other  part  of  the  body,  the 
pahiB  of  iStte  sullbrer  are  always  increased  in  proporti(m  to  the  scarci^ 
of  flesh  in  its  vieioity.  In  all  cases  where  this  troaUesome  inmate  is 
not  removed,  its  continued  presence  for  a  succession  of  years  will 
inevitably  resnh  in  convulsions  and  death. 

Poor  Airicu  seems  to  becnrscdwith  many  evils  unknown  to  the  rest 
of  the  human  race  in  any  section  of  the  globe  : — reptiles  of  the  most 
deadly  Tenoni,  beasts  of  unparalleled  ferocity,  deserts  of  sand,  and 
moral  desetts  a  thousand  timee  more  dangenma  and  appalling.  But 
her  greatest  curse  of  all  is  the  white  man^s  cupidity,  tearing  asnnder 
the  lenderest  lies  of  hnman  nature,  and  plunging  villages  and  families 
into  niourning  and  despair.  The  hvena,  the  tiger,  the  crocodile,  are 
creatures  existing  by  the  will  of  Heaven — the  man-slealer  is  a  self- 
creat^  monster  of  hcU.  The  depredations  of  the  former  are  the 
eieeta  of  hmger;  those  of  the  latter,  avarice  the  meanest  paasion 
that  <  III  cTuer  die  human  breast. 

Tlte  Hotteotots  in  the  tnterior  of  this  part  of  the  country  are  calleijl 
Macasses^  and  thoogfi  melancholy  low  in  moral  degradation,  have 
often  been  misrepresented  by  those  who  afiect  to  believe  that  a  dark 
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«kin  places  the  wearer  without  the  pale  ot  human  charity.  Tiieae  peo- 
ple are  harmless,  quiet,  mild,  timid,  aud  laoifeaiiive ;  very  aflecttooate 
towards  each  other,  aad  susceptible  of  stroeg  attachiamta.  Tkey 
appear  to  poMCM  rtry  little  of  the  ut,  eumuDgt  ingenuity  so 
«aos|iiktioas  in  moat  trib^  of  straight^iakedwvigeSttiidtliMr  iodolence 
aeeras  to  be  a  disease  of  which  i error  alone  can  cure  them.  Their 
animal  propensities^  are  soint  ^vliuLi  swinish — lazy,  glulionous,  and 
jtlthy ;  and  yet  I  have  reason  to  iinow  that  they  can  endure  the  crav- 
ings of  hunger  tot  a  long  time  without  complaining.  When  ihe  want 
of  food  beoomee  tioubleeonek  they  seek  oooaolaiioa  in  sleep,  a  stele 
of  negative  enjoyment  very  suitable  to  their  natures.  After  all,  how- 
ever, they  are  nnivh  less  indolent  and  stupid  than  the  tribes  wichia  the 
jimits  of  the  culony  of  ihe  Cipe  uf  Good  Hope. 

The  external  appearance  ot  these  Hottentots  is  of  course  far  trom 
bcuig  prepossessing.  Their  faces  are  very  ugly,  M'ith  high  promioeot 
cheekAionesi  and  a  nanow  pointed  chin ;  long  and  narrow  eyes,  which 
do  not  form  an  acute  angle  et  the  noee,  line  ours,  but  are  rounrled 
off  like  those  of  the  Cliinesc.  'J  iie  natural  complexion  of  their  skin 
is  a  yellowish  brown,  very  similar  to  that  of  a  faded  le;if.  Tliey 
have  very  regular  teeth,  of  the  purest  white,  aud  hair  of  a  pecuii<ir 
and  singular  description.  When  suffered  to  grow,  it  spontaneously 
twisto  into  small  ends,  which  bang  down  their  neefce«  Their  bodies 
are  slender  and  well  proportioned*  with  small  hands  and  feet.  They 
nppear  weak  and  imbecile  when  young,  and  piemattltely  grow  old; 
very  few  of  them  reaching  the  ng-c  of  seventy. 

The  females  are  not  so  tail  ,i>  ihe  nr.ile^.  and  are  more  deUeately 
formed.  Their  lively,  smiluig,  good-iiumuured  laces,  combined  with 
aprighily  movements  and  eoneiliating  manners,  generally  render  them 
agreeable  to  atrsngeis.  A  physical  peculiarity  In  the  formation  of 
female  Hc^tentots  is  always  a  subject  of  curiosity  and  mquirr. 
No  offence  is  taken,  and  flie  inquirer  is  readily  fumislied  with  octilar 
tr:-.iiniony  of  the  fact.  'J'ht'ir  r mj^hn  ineuls  are  pastoral,  aljno^;  evt-ry 
female  being  a  shepherdess^,  and  much  attached  lu  iheir  llcec^  charge, 

to  their  eatile,  and  lo  their  faithful  do«* 
Their  dress  consists  of  the  skins  of  animals,  sewed  together  in  the 

shape  of  a  blanket,  and  thrown  loosely  over  their  shoulders ;  with  an 
apron  of  lamb-skin,  about  sevf^n  inches  long,  and  five  broad, 

fastened  to  liie  waist  with  a  strip  ol  ilie  gray  fox-skin  with  the  fur 
inside.  They  adorn  these  aprons  with  such  oniameuts  as  shells, 
feathers,  ivory,  minerals,  and  any  thing  else  which  they  think  will 
heigbten  their  chains  in  the  eyes  of  a  hiver«  The  m«n  panit  their 
faces  with  red  and  yellow  ochre,  and  often  tattoo  their  skma  in  dilTcr- 
nnt  parts. 

Both  sexes  are  ver>-  quick-sighted  in  di-icos  ering  £^ame,  or  any 
Other  object  at  a  distance.  The  Hottentots  are  good  humers,  and 
have  a  peculiar  skill  in  taming  wild  animaU ;  but  what  is  vex^  singu- 
lar, though  they  resort  to  the  ssacoast  many  times  in  iIm  oowee  of  n 
year,  thfj  hsve  not  the  leaal  idea  of  buiMittg  eanoeei  tafts*  or  balxas, 
£og  the  pmpoae  of  fishing.  In  hnatiogt  aa  in  war*  th^  nee  the  bow 
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nA  the  spear$  and  tii«  points  of  their  arrows  m  |Miiiaiiod»  by  a 

vraom  extracted  from  an  insect  of  the  spider  class. 

The  females,  like  those  of  more  civilized  countries,  often  resort  to 
channs  and  inyaterif's,  to  gain  a  fancied  peep  into  futurity,  especially 
relating  to  conjugal  aud  maternal  concerns.  The  desire  for  oifspnng 
teeoM  to  be  a  mnreiMl  aeniuDent  in  the  fimale  boeom ;  and  theee 
Hottentot  ladies  evince  it  in  a  singular  manner.  They  catch  a  timid 
little  animal  of  the  lizard  specieSf  called  the  aselis,  and  stretch  him 
till  the  skin  cracks  in  several  places.  The  mimber  of  these  cracks 
indicates  the  inunbeT  of  children  the  operator  is  to  have.  The  pro-  • 
pensities  of  this  iiarmless  reptile  are  somewhat  singular.  When 
alarmed,  it  bnriee  ileelf  in  die  eandt  and  if  thrown  imo  the  air,  th» 
nomem  it  fidls  it  disappears  under  the  surface  of  the  not  on  which 
it  descends.  The  chameleon  ie  fireqienily  fonnd  among  the  rocky  eliffii 
ID  the  vicinity  of  ihh  harbour- 

The  coumr)'  ot  these  Macass^'s,  or  rather  Makosses,  lias  an  extent 
of  about  thirty  leagues,  north  and  soutii,  but  double  that  distance  east 
and  west.  Homed  oattleeonstitute  their  riches;  and  they  change  their 
paatmage  ae  often  aaeiftmnetaneeeieqinire  it.  They  are  eireiuneuied 
.  at  the  age  of  eighteen ;  but  thoee  traTeOen  ue  mistaken  wlio  eay 
they  do  not  eat  fish,  which  they  take  with  ?5pcars  in  a  wry  dexterous 
mannpr.  They  believe  in  magicians,  in  poisoners,  and  m  an  evil 
;:ipmns,  who  sends  them  rain,  thuuder,  and  storms.  The  sweet  seeds 
ol  a  plant  which  grows  rapidly  to  the  height  of  ten  or  twelve  feet 
are  need  by  diem  to  make  a  eon  of  cake;  anodi«r  aeed  euppliea  them 
with  an  inebriating  drink.  Those  who  have  two  or  three  thousand 
liead  of  cattle  are  not  coneidered  rich.  Theft  ie  pmuaiied  by  them 
Tcry  severely. 

I  am  aware  tliat  in  calling  tlir^c  people  Iloitenlots,  1  dili'er  Irom 
those  travellers  who  bound  the  Hottentot  country  on  the  north  by  the 
river  Orange.  But  I  have  ascertained  beyond  the  possibility  of  a 
dotib^  that  thoee  uvariable  peenUaritiee  of  persontd  fonnatkm  which 
conatitntethe  Hottentot  proper  are  found  in  every  tribe  of  natives  aomh 
of  the  twentieth  degree  of  south  latltuJc.  Among  others,  I  mean  that 
of  the  apron,  with  which  the  women  are  arttially  furnis-hed  by  modest 
nature.  Mr.  Kolben*s  authority  on  this  point  has  been  very  unjustly 
doubted ;  but  I  can  vouch  for  the  fact,  from  actual  observation,  in  ia- 
mtmerable  instances.  Other  charaeteristie  marits  of  thbpeenliar  peo- 
ple are,  the  deep  brown  or  yellow  bmini  eoioort  which  covers  their 
whole  bodv,  Intt  does  not  tinge  the  white  of  their  eyes;  the  hand  and 
foot  Mivdll,  in  proportion  to  the  rest  of  the  body  ;  they  are  straight,  well 
made,  and  tall;  hair  black  and  niirled,  with  scarcely  any  beard*  The 
Hottentot  voice,  also,  is  too  peculiar  to  be  mistaken,  particularly  that 
singular  dadtmg  aoimd,  which  eveiy  traveller  hae  temarked. 

This  coast,  to  the  north  of  the  ibnHeaalh  degne  of  soolh  latitude^ 
is  said  to  be  rich  in  shells  of  great  variety  and  peculiar  beauty.  But 
I  think  if  the  seacoast  which  fronts  these  sandy  deserts  was  carefully 
examined  by  expert  divers  a  few  fathoms  without  the  surf,  the  largest 
eollection  of  valuable  shells  would  be  produced  ever  witnessed  in  any 
part  of  the  world.   The  quantity  is  inexhaustible ;  but  the  heavy  stuf  ^ 
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that  thunders  along  these  shores,  without  cessalion,  ai  all  seasons  of 
the  year,  prevents  these  bcautifiil  shells  being  gathered  iu  a  perfect 
state,  imlMa  hf  twkm  «r  ihmn  witlmal  the  tnrf. 
Jfay  8tA.— Od  Tuesday,  die  fidi  of  Maiy^  we  got  vader  way  aad 

steered  to  the  north,  with  a  fine  bieeie  from  south-by-east,  and  fair 
Tveaih'  r.  On  Friday,  the  8th,  we  passed  Tape  Oro^«.  which  is  a 
projet  1)11  ^  point,  extending  about  one  mile  into  tiie  sea,  and  formino- 
jHUtial  anchorage,  on  its  north  side,  in  from  twelve  to  seven  fatiioins 
of  water,  saad  end  rend  boilimk  The  coast  betw^  this  and  Wal- 
wieh  Bay  (Bay  of  Whales)  is  eaiMy  free  fiom  dufOfi  two  eabke* 
leogth  trom  the  beach,  wkli  horn  four  to  six  fathoms  of  water,  sand 
and  coral  hntrom.  'I'he  roast  is  distinguished  by  white  sand-hill^, 
some  of  will 'h  are  ino  ln  itolv  elevated,  and  fall  snddenlv  into  the 
sea.  Cape  Cross  is  m  iatuude  21°  63'  8.,  long.  14^  41  k^.  Varia- 
tionper  azimuth  20°  15'  westerly. 

We  still  eenturaed  ezaflnHBg  die  eosst  to  tbe  BOtUi,  by  daylight, 
hanging  to  windward  at  night,  and  always  staitieg  in  the  morning 
frnrn  ihp  place  Irf^t  pxamined.  Wr  found  \hf>  coast  to  the  north  of 
Cape  Cross  low  and  «:\r>dy,  running  into  ele^'jjtcd  mountains  at  a 
short  distance  inland  trum  the  shore  of  St.  Amboaes,  which  is  in  lati- 
tude 20*^  57'  S.,  long.  13**  84'  £.  Here  an  extensive  reef  of  coral 
and  lava  lodta  im  oC  hi  e  weeieiiy  diieetion,  to  the  distanee  of 
about  three  miles ;  theft  turas  to  the  north,  and  runs  parallel  with  the 
coast  for  five  miles ;  forming  a  beautiful  harbour  of  smooth  water, 
which,  at  the  unnnimon*^  rcf|npst  of  my  crew,  I  namwl  ()'»(lpn%  H:tr- 
bour,  in  honour  ol  the  iU-lated  Wiliiitni  Oirdrn.  At  hnll-lide,  ihi'i  leei 
is  on  a  level  with  the  surface  of  the  sea ;  and  from  its  we«ieru  side 
the  water  deepens  so  gradually  that  at  the  distanee  of  Ibor  jnilee  there 
it  not  more  than  fhre  fiuhoma,wtth  Ibid  gnMind. 

This  fine  harbour,  or  lagoon,  of  course,  opene  to  tbe  north,  and  the 
depth  of  w!!ter  aronnd  the  northcni  ciid  or  point  of  the  reef,  and  up 
(lie  hifToon,  is  from  seven  to  luta  latiiunis,  sand  and  coral  bottom.  In 
entering  it,  however,  a  ship  must  not  come  nearer  tiian  ii.ilf  a  mile  of 
the  Bortheni  extremiQr  of  the  reeff  aad  afler  bringing  the  noitfaem 
breakers  lo  bear  west  eeuth-west,  she  may  haul  to  the  soolh,  and  ■ 
work  as  fxrnp  the  lagoon  as  is  deemed  reqniite,  with  perfect  Mtety, 
keppinjT  the  reef  best  on  board.  In  this  lagoon  and  its  vicinity  many 
cargoes  of  hnc  tish  might  be  cau^t,  in  site  and  quality  nearly  equal 
to  our  salmon.  They  may  be  taken  in  any  (^uaniuies,  either  with  a 
seine  or  by  a  hook  and  line. 

At  the  distanee  of  vboet  two  leagvee  from  the  heed  of  this  lagoon, 
in  an  east-north-east  direction,  there  is  a  smodl  litttge,  tthabUc^  by 
about  two  hundred  nr^tivc'?  of  the  Cimbcbas  tribe  ;  a  dark  curly-headed 
nation,  ditlering  but  very  little  irotrt  the  proper  Hottentots.  There 
are  also  many  fine  Bpnn|8  of  water,  of  an  excellent  quality,  in  the 
valley  where  thie  vfflage  m  eilnated;  fiom  which  it  may  be'  inferred 
that  tlmi  wodd  he  ft  fine  pinee  fcrn  lendewmie  eetablnh  a  trade 
widi  the  hMeiier  of  the  country. 

There  can  be  no  dotiht  that  a  vast  field  for  commercial  enterprise 
jmaiae  le  be  explored  in  this  pan  of  Afriot.  Between  the  noithcai 
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boundar}'  of  Uie  Cape  district  and  the  souliiern  boimdary  of  ilie  Por- 
lugucae  district,  there  h  an  immeiise  waste  of  countr}',  extending  over 
about  eight  hiiodied  miles  of  latitude,  and  nore  than  twice  that  distance 
of  longitude,  almost  entifely  unknown  to  civillxed  man.  I  ardently  hope 

and  trust  thut  my  countn,'  ^vill  he  the  first  to  eiiEragc  in  exploring  this 
intereslinsf  region  ol  the  world,  aiiJopf^n  its  bouiitlless  stores  of  riches 
to  iter  adventurous  sons.  1,  for  oue»  siiouid  giory  iii  leading  the  way, 
being  perfectly  willing  to  encounter  aU  the  personal  hazard  which 
might  attend  a  solitary  pilgrimage  across  the  continent  lor  the  purpose 
of  opening  a  p(  i manent  and  lucrative  trade  with  the  different  tribes 
and  nations.  If  tlie  general  government  withhold  its  patronage  from 
such  a  laudable  undertaking,  a  joint-stock  corapany  of  aMe  eapitalisls 
would  be  al)-sufHcient  fur  etl'eciing  the  purpose,  and  would  be  morally 
certain  of  golden  returns.  a 

May  l9tL — ^The  coast  between  this  jilaee  and  Cape  Fna^  or  Cold 
Cape,  wbeio  we  arrived  on  \Vednesday,  tlic  Idth,  b  low  and  sandy, 
with  moderately  elevated  hills  a  few  miles  inland.  There  are  also 
many  shoals  and  reefs,  runnini:  into  the  sea,  from  one  to  i^vo  ntiles 
fli0-shore.  In  nranv  places  ihc  [  th  of  water  does  riu"  exceed  ten 
bthoms,  over  a  bottom  of  sand  and  coral,  hve  or  six  wiles  ijom  the 
hmd.  Cape  Frio  is  in  latitude  18"*  82'  S.,  long.  IV  6V  £.  Yarn- 
lionper  azimuth  IV*  M'  westerly.  • 

Tne  land  of  Cape  Frio  is  high,  and  continues  so  for  six  or  seven 
leagues  to  the  northward  ;  hut  the  shore  i*;  low  and  sandy,  as  it  is  to 
the  southward.  This  cape,  however,  aiibrds  no  shelter  lo  ships. 
Titers  is  said  to  be  a  river  called  L*Augra  Fria,  or  C'old  Creek,  a  few 
■lies  to  the  north  of  the  cape ;  but  at  the  time  of  our  passing  this 
place  there  was  no  river  open. 

May  17 th, — We  eonlinued  steering  to  the  north  lutil  Sunday,  the 
17ih  of  May,  when  we  arrived  at  Great  Fish  Bay  ;  and  at  eleven, 
A  M.,  anchored  in  three  fathoms  of  water,  near  the  shore,  on  the 
suinli-we^t  side  of  the  bay,  sandy  bottom.  Tlir  north  pomt  of  1  iger 
Feiunsuia,  which  forms  the  we^i  side  oi  the  bay,  is  in  latitude  16^  30 
8^  kng.  11*"  W  E.  The  coast  between  this  bqr  and  Cape  Frio  is 
a  barren  sandy  desert,  and  entirely  free  from  daqgeta  one  mile  from 
the  beach ;  but  the  banli  of  soimdings  extends  a  long  way  to  the  west- 
ward. The  River  Nourse,  which  M'as  said  to  have  been  discovered  in 
1824,  by  L'Kspi^c,  was  closed  at  the  tune  we  passed  this  part  of 
the  coast. 

Fish  Bay  is  formed  on  the  west  by  Tiger  PeninMila,  wliielt  ia  very 
low,  and  aeven  leagues  in  length  from  niffdi>by-west  to  aouth-by«east. 
The  greatest  breadth  of  the  bay  is  at  its  entrance,  which  ia  more 
than  two  Ipn^rnps.  The  peninsula  is  all  sand,  and  the  isthmus  by 
which  it  IS  jomed  to  the  raamiand  is  not  more  than  one-quarter  of  a 
mile  broad.  The  eastern  shore  of  the  bay  is  formed  of  high  barren 
liilla,  of  a  brown  sandy  appearance,  'i'be  depth  of  water  at  tlie  en- 
tranee  of  the  bay  is  sixteen  ^thorns,  gradually  deenasing  as  yon 
advanee  to  the  south,  towards  the  head  of  the  bay,  to  fifteen,  ten, 
seven,  fi^T,  and  three  fathoms,  sandy  bottom  near  the  head  of  tlir 
bay.   Tiiere  are  no  dangers  in  tucni^g  np  this  bay,  tf  yon  giva  eithtt 
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shoieadisuiieeof  tivoeaUfts^kiigth;  and  when  onee  tt  die  head  of 
this  apacuMM  harbour,  and  at  anchor  in  fbre  or  four  fathoms  of  waietf 
you  may  lie  in  perfect  eafety*  with  one  anchor  ahead,  all  the  year 

round. 

Ships  ill  niuning  along  this  coast  wjll  ofini  judge  themselves  farther 
ofl-shorc  than  ihey  really  are,  on  account  ol  the  light  saudy  colour  of 
the  coast,  and  the  exireme  haziness  of  the  aimoe^ere  that  generaUy 
prevails.  I  would  advise  navigators,  on  all  occasions,  umess  tliey 
M'ish  to  make  a  harbour,  to  give  (his  coast  a  good  berth,  as  there  is  a 
tremendous  heavy  swell  thundering  in  iij>on  it  all  the  year  round, 
from  Cape  Negro  to  the  Cape  of  (joud  Hojtr.  Tins  rrmarkablo 
swell,  which  incebsautiy  sets  in  troui  the  vvesi--souili-wesL,  readers  it 
very  unpleasant  for  ahips  in  calms,  which  often  prevail  in  the  night. 
I  have  frequently  seen  these  rollers  break  in  Ibitr  fiillionie  of  water; 
and  they  often  tlureaten  to  break  at  the  distance  of  three  or  four  miles 
from  the  land,  in  seven  and  eight  fathoms  of  water,  near  the  full  and 
change  of  the  moon. 

Fish  Bay  is  one  of  liic  lirst  places  in  the  world  iur  n^huig  w  xili  a 
aetne,  by  which  thooaands  of  barrels  of  exeellent  fish  may  be  caught 
in  the  course  of  a  year.  This  might  be  made  a  first-rate  business,  bj 
taking  the  fish  to  the  Portuguese  colonies,  a  little  farther  north,  and 
exchanging  them  for  the  products  of  the  country;  or  they  might  be 
taken  to  St.  Helena,  or  to  the  Brazil  coast,  where  they  would  com- 
mand a  ready  market  and  an  excellent  price. 

JKo^  On  Monday,  at  one,  P.  M.,  we  landed  on  the  eonth- 
east  aide  of  the  bay,  with  the  intention  of  making  an  excnrsioB  into 
the  country.  We  were  met  on  the  beach  by  a  small  party  of  the 
Cimbebas  tribe,  who  ^'^\f  us  a  very  pre^sin?  invitation  to  accompany 
them  to  their  village,  which  was  about  ten  miles  from  the  coast,  in  the 
direction  of  east-by-soutL  It  is  situated  in  a  well- watered  valley  of 
three  miles  In  length,  and  two  in  bfeadth,  sommnded  li^  moderately 
elevated  hills,  llie  springs  which  water  it  are  never  dned  op,  by  the 
longest  droughts,  as  we  were  assured  by  the  natives. 

The  villages  of  these  people  are  neither  large  nor  populous ;  never 
exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  huts,  and  about  foiu-  himdred  inhabit- 
ants. The  fonncr  are  constructed  of  closely-woven  mats  of  coarse 
grass,  or  of  the  fflbves  of  some  plant.  The  two  aides  generally  cor* 
xespond  with  eadi  (rther,  as  do  also  the  two  ends,  with  the  exception 
that  there  b  a  door  or  opening  in  one  end,  just  large  enough  for  the 
occupants  to  creep  in  ana  out.  K.u-h  hut  is  covered  witli  nn  srrhcd 
or  sloping  roof"  supported  hv  upright  po.sts  fixed  in  the  ground,  and 
thatched  wiih  matiiiiv .  The  materials  are  all  so  light  tliat  they  can  be 
jemoved  at  a  very  short  notice,  and  without  modi  troable.  I  have 
seen  them  taken  down  and  put  together  again  m  tliirty-five  mmntes. 
The  value  of  one  of  these  huts  is  that  of  a  aheep. 
I  The  habirn!ion«^  of  the  chiefs  are  con^trtT-tcd  with  much  more 
labour,  skill,  and  taste  ;  and  are  consequently  d  proi^oriionably  greater 
value.  One  of  tliese  has  eight  or  ten  posts  along  tiie  sides,  and  is 
covered  witli  palm-leaves,  aewed  together  iii  a  zigsag  mamicr,  with 
a  supple  creeping  plant.  Thi^  are  often  cneloeed  with  a  ciraidav 
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fence  of  siiiall  stakes,  stuck  in  the  grouad,  so  close  totgeiber  that  a 
rabbit  caimoi  pa£s  between  them. 
The  stale  of  sociefy,  moral  ohanecer,  maniMn,  habiis,  and  eosMMM 

of  this  people  are  in  many  vespects  similar  to  those  I  have  already 
described  in  this  chapter ;  and  where  they  difler,  the  balance  m  IB 
fa'V'Oiir  of  the  Hottefitots  of  the  higher  latiiudo.  These  rimhebas  are 
much  more  di^tiusnngly  filthy  thnn  the  olliers,  both  as  to  clothes  and 
food ;  but  1  do  not  believe  them  to  be  cannibals,  slb  some  voyagers  have 
reported.  They  appear  to  have  no 'idea  of  female  chastity,  or  the 
•anetity  of  conjugal  contraeta;  and  the  open  hanfiieed  manner  in 
which  wives  and  daughters  were  offered  to  my  seamen,  although  I 
strictly  forbade  all  intercotnaet  was  too  disgnatingte  admit  of  palliation 
or  excuse. 

'  We  were  absent  from  tiie  vessel  more  than  a  week,  penetrating 
many  leagues  into  the  Ulterior,  and  oollaeting  much  interealioglBfoniUh 
tion  tending  to  coniinn  my  previous  opiniona  of  the  unparalleled  eomner* 
eial  advantages  which  must  result  from  opening  an  avenue  fortrafio  in 
this  part  of  Afri'^n,  Had  it  been  my  good  fortune  to  have  been  accom- 
panied by  one  or  more  gentlemen  of  science,  ihe  animal,  vcgf^tal>le, 
and  mineral  kincdoms  of  tins  part  of  Africa  are  teeming  wuh  new 
and  rich  materials,  sufficient  to  have  employed  their  pena  for  a  length 
of  time.  The  crude  notea  which  I  took  myself  wouM  ailbfd  tot 
little  aatiafaetion  to  the  erudite  reader;  I  shall  therefore  proceed  wim 
my  nnrrntive,  and  refer  him  to  those  vivid  deacnptiooa  which  other 
travellers  have  already  laid  before  the  public. 

May  21th. — On  Wednesday,  at  two,  V.  M.,  we  returned  to  the  ves- 
aelt  and  at  four,  P.  M.,  we  were  under  way,  and  stretching  out  of  ihe 
bay  to  the  north*  with  a  fine  breeze  Irom  aootb-eouth-west,  and  fidr 
weather.  We  examined  the  coast  to  Cape  Negro,  and  the  entranee 
of  Port  Alexander,  whi-h  we  found  to  he  a  safe  and  eommodious  har- 
bour for  sliips  of  any  size,  where  they  may  lie  in  perfect  safety,  at  all 
seasons  of  tiie  year. 

Port  Alexander  is  admirably  adapted  for  inland  commimications  with 
the  nati?ea ;  ahd  there  could  not  be  a  better  place  for  jerking  beef 
than  the  peninsula  which  forms  the  west  side  of  the  harbour.  Thie 
bay  aboimds  with  fiah  of  various  kinds,  which  may  be  caught  in  any 
quantities  with  a  seine.  Frc*;h  ^vater  niny  be  had  on  the  south  side  of 
the  bay,  by  digging  a  lew  lect  below  the  surface  of  Uie  earth.  Ships 
I  hat  anchor  iiere  will  find  natives,  who  are  very  shy ;  but  with  a  liule 
kind  ureatment  their  eonfidenee  is  easily  acquired,  and  will  be  foOowid 
by  acts  of  courtesy  and  hospitality*  euppliea  of  aheep  and  bullocks 
inay  be  obtained  of  them  at  your  own  pkcea.  Their  first  apprelien- 
sion  is  tliat  even.'  Granger  is  an  enemy  and  a  man-stcnlcr.  Perish 
the  irartic  I  The  outer  part  of  this  hay  is  a  hno  place  for  ships  to 
lie  in  the  month  of  August,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  right  whales. 

The  eoaat  between  Great  Fish  Bay  and  Port  Alexander  ia  dear  of 
dangers  one  mile  ftom  die  shore.  Neither  are  there  any  dangera  in 
the  way  of  vessels  entering  the  lastHnentioned  harbour ;  only  give  the 
•andy  point  of  the  northen  part  of  the  peninsula  a  berth  of  half  a 
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mile.   The  entrance  of  Port  AkKSoder,  onfaenofUi  poiat  <if  the  pcttUK 

sula,  is  in  lat.  15°  15'  S 

Jttiut  4iA. — irouj  ill  IS  ]Ji)ri  we  couiinued  steering  to  the  north,  kerp- 
ittg  the  boats  close  iii-shorc  to  examine  the  coast,  imul  Thur&day,  the 
4th  day  of  Jane ;  when,  at  two,  P.  M.,  we  came  to  an  anchor  in  the 
port  of  St.  Philip  de  Bengoehit  in  four  fatboms  of  watert  sand  and  muddy 
bottom,  about  half  a  mile  oiT-shore. 

Wc  had  now  readied  the  capital  of  au  African  kingdom,  the  seat 
of  one  of  her  "hundred  thrones,"  the  liniiis  of  whose  terriiories  have 
never  been  accurately  delined  by  geographerb.  Though  Ibniierly 
governed  by  its  own  monarchs,  the  subsequent  incursions  of  the  bar- 
banma  Giagaa  laid  waste  the  eountiy ;  and  the  pfotection  of  the  Por- 
tuguese, who  have  built  several  forts  along  the  coast,  baa  not  been  able 
to  restore  it  to  iis  former  importance. 

'The  kintrdom  of  Benguela  is  j^enerally  supposed  to  be  bounded  on 
the  north  by  Augola ;  on  the  east  by  the  river  liimba ;  on  the  soutii  b} 
Hataman ;  and  on  the  west  by  the  Atlantic.  Its  coast  begins  at  Cape 
Nogro  on  the  sovtfa,  and  eztoids  to  Cape  Ledo  on  the  north :  that  is, 
from  lat.  15Mr  to  ^  20'  S.  Cape  Negro  forms  its  soutb-west  ex- 
treraity,  and  is  distinguished  by  a  lofty  pillar  of  ninrldc  or  alabaster, 
on  which  is  displayed  the  armorial  insignia  of  the  Braganza  hout^e. 
'i'his  beautiful  column  was  erected  by  Baniiolomew  Dias,  m  the  year 
1486 ;  who  the  saaie  year  eneled  a  naible  eioaa  on  Pedestal  Point, 
at  Angra  Pequena.  Tbe  ptineipal  towns  of  this  biqgdtfm  «re  the  fol- 
lowmg:-*01d  Benguela,  situated  upon  a  mountain;  Bl  Philip,  or 
New  KcDguela,  tbe  eapilal,  where  we  nofw  lay  at  anchor ;  Manikindo, 
and  Kusciiil. 

St.  Philip,  the  capita],  is  a  place  of  considerable  trade,  and  next  in 
consequence  to  St.  Paul  de  Loando,  the  csmital  of  Angola.  I  am 
•otry  t»  mU  thai  its  principal  business  had  beietoibie  been  a  traffic 
in  human  ilesb— being  frequented  by  the  Brazilians  for  the  purchase 

of  slaves,  who  rtrr  rollectcd  like  cattle  in  the  intrrior.  and  driven  down 
to  thr  coast  for  sale.  Af  the  period  of  out  arrival  there  wern  no 
les  s  1  h  m  ibiu*  Brazilian  brigs  nearly  loaded  with  these  imhappy  iiuman 

I  rom  Cape  Negio  a  range  of  mountabta  extends  aorthward,  giving 
•xistence  to  the  springa  of  many  fine  riTets ;  such  as  the  Nika«  St. 
Francisco,  Moreno,  Faisa,  Kuneni,  and  Canton-belle.    The  water  of 

the  last  of  these  rivers  is  of  a  strong  saline  quality,  and  is  collected 
into  pits  by  the  natives,  tor  the  piirposr  of  manufacturing  salt.  The 
luouth  oi  liuit  nver,  which  is  shekcred  from  the  winds,  is  about  sixteen 

*  leet  deep.  On  its  north  the  sea  forms  a  ealS,  whicb  tbe  Dutch'caU 
Good  Bay,  on  acoouiu  of  its  bt  itig  an  exceUent  waiering-plaee. 

The  natural  productions  of  this  province  are  similar  to  those  of 
Angola  and  Ton'^o ;  wliilc  vegetable^  nrd  fruits  of  many  different  cli- 
mates harr  liren  iialuialued,  Jind  floui  i^h  eNnheninily,    The  country 

>  immedmiely  surrounding  8l.  i'hiiip  abouiuis  wnii  ucanges,  pineapples, 
welenri,  pUntaina,  bananas,  palms,  dates,  coeoanms,  goavia,  fi<^s, 
gcafastand  aTatietyof  other  liruila.  The  vine  flourishes  finely,  Winn- 
ing natural  arbours  and  alleys  to  shelter  you  from  the  fervid  rays  of 
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an  African  stm.  Cassia  and  tntnarliids  also  flourish  ;  and  firOM  A# 
humidity  of  the  soil,  there  are  iwo  fruit  seasons  in  the  yp-\r. 

In  entering  the  port  of  Si.  Philip  de  Beiiguekt,  the  town  and  inland 
country  present  a  beautifal  appearaaecw  The  bouses  of  the  town  have 
til  whitmshed  waUs  and  fed  vooft,  wUeh  pfB  tfaeni  a  vary  gay^aad 
pictmreaqtie  aj^arance  from  the  offing,  and  also  from  tha  aanocagib 
The  shores  around  the  bay  arc  low  and  saiidy,  ^vith  the  exreption  of 
the  westf^rnmost  point,  which  is  composed  of  while  snndv  clitfs.  But 
wiven  we  iooli  eastwardly  to  the  inland  country,  the  scenery  is  charm- 
ing.  Ranges  of  ver^tnt  hills,  oa  wbieh  bloomiug  spring  for  eier 
smiles,  gradually  riae  above  each  ocber»  while  wood  mmwtwk  mtm^ 
tntna  rear  their  majestic  heoda  in  the  dktaDcev  aad  five  a  aaUiM 
finish  to  tlie  beautiful  picture. 

Tlie  most  remarkable  fratiire  presented  to  the  view  of  ihe  mariner, 
however,  is  the  summit  of  an  elevated  bluA  he:idUmd  on  the  west  point 
of  the  bay,  called  by  the  Portugueee  Ponia  dia  Chapta ;  but  known  ta 
aeamea  i^the  fiuoilter tern  of  St,  FhiUff*  Rnumt  It  ia  a  elmaB  oC 
trees,  which  grow  so  thick  and  close  together  that  they  seem  to  mnm 
been  cut  with  a  pruniiig-knife  into  the  ^hnnn  of  rt  hmiffUirr's  bonnet; 
and  though  they  arc  very  luxuriant,  ali  the  neighboiu*hooJ  below  is 
quite  barren.  The  liead  which  wears  this  baonet  is  a  point  of  land  so 
much  elevated  that  it  can  be  seen,  ia  clear  weather,  at  the  disiaoce 
twelve  or  fifteea  leagines.  H  ia  eonpoaod  of  nMiiab  like  iteoe  «C 
the  clifT  below — giaaile,  sandstone*  Mate,  h%* 

St.  Philip's  Bonnet  and  the  town  of  Ben^ruela  are  nearly  on  the 
same  parallel,  at  the  distance  of  about  six  miles  from  cnch  other:  but 
the  bay,  from  its  extreme  eastern  and  western  j)OiiiLs,  is  sevcfi  or  Pigfit 
miles  broad,  and  three  miles  deep  to  the  beach.  AVithiu  the  irausit 
line  of  the  two  poiats,  aad  OMMre  thia  ha]f>way  over  la  the  eaal»  the 
depth  of  water  ia  aeventecn  fathome,  wbieh  padaally  daeieani  to  eat 
fathoms,  within  one  mile  of  the  shore,  mud  and  clay  bottom,  with  the 
flag-staff  and  the  chiirr  h  in  n  line,  which  is  the  best  arichora^re  for 
ships.  Smaller  vessels,  however,  had  better  lie  closer  iu-shore,  m  lour 
failioma  of  water. 

At  tbts  place  yon  will  have  Aeiegidar  hmd  aod  sea  hweaaB  ftr  the 
greater  part  of  tlie  year  round.  The  sea-breeses  blow  fimn  waelby* 
north  to  west-by-south,  when  the  land-winds  blow  from  ^ourh-east  to 
rr^Kt-t^oMih-easl,  but  verv  light.  The  former  never  come  ni  with  suffi- 
cient force  to  render  it  unpleasant  for  vessels  of  any  class  to  ride  at 
aBchor,  which  they  can  do  in  perfect  safety  all  the  year  m«mI  ;  bat 
these  wtods  often  brkig  in  a  heavy  westerly  awoHi  whicli  at  tnaa 
ders  landing  unsafe.  The  laadiiig  ia  near  a  largo  boatbiiis<H  qb  the 
beach,  in  front  of  the  town,  at  the  water*s  edge ;  and  passengers  are 
generally  carried  by  the  nattvee  lirom  the  boat  to  tho  baoah*  ia  Older 
to  prevent  their  getting  wet. 

The  town  of  Beogiaela  is  irregularly  built  along  the  eorve  of  the 
beaehf  peihapa  ihteo  handMd  yarda  non  the  water*  It  eaoaiala  ef 
about  two  hmdied  heases,  mostly  of  one  story  aad  a  half,  with  a 
population  not  exceedinr?  nvclve  hundred  souls,  of  which  two  hundred 
are  Fortafoeae^  who  1m4  »  very  mdolent  hind  ol  iils.  lniimdia>fll| 
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ill  iron  I  of  (lie  anchorage  stands  the  ion  of  St.  Philip,  inountiiK^  thirtv- 
six  guns ;  to  tlie  westward  oi  it,  ut  Uie  edge  of  the  beaciif  i^  a  smaii 
4f«-gim  battery,  and  north  of  Fort  St.  PhiUp  is  a  batteiy  of  eighteen 
guns.  All  these  fortifications,  however,  are  ao  much  ont  of  order,  that 
were  a  ten-gun  brig  to  open  her  fire  upon  the  town  lor  ten  aiintiles*the 
•inhabitants  would  flv  without  firin^  n  gun. 

No  good  water  can  be  obtaiaetl  iiere.  evf  [it  in  the  rauiv  beasou  ;  at 
all  other  times  it  is  extremely  brackiish,  aud  \  t-ry  unwiiolesume.  iSeiiiier 
can  it  be  procured,  such  as  it  is,  without  considerable  labour  and  diiR> 
culty;  the  fatigue  of  rulliii><  tlic  ca^ks  one-third  of  a  mile,  and  then 
bailing  the  watproui  of  wells.  Provisions,  however,  and  refreshments 
of  almost  every  kind  are  readily  obtained.  Bullocks,  sheep,  goats, 
hogs,  pouhrv,  fruit,  aud  vegetables  may  be  had  in  any  qnantities,  and 
at  very  moderate  prices.  You  may  also,  at  aUnost  any  time  of  the 
year,  find  a  ready  market  here  for  a  quantity  of  domestic  goods,  at  a 
liberal  price;  and  purchase  in  exchange  hides  of  difl'erent  kinds, irory« 
ostricli  fcHtliers,  and  gohl-<!i]st.  The  buy  affords  excelleat  fishing  with 
a  seine,  aud  very  tine  spoil  with  a  hook  aud  line. 

This  bay  is  sometimes  called  Cow's  Bay  {BaJUa  das  Vacas)^  on 
account  of  the  vast  number  of  sea-cows  which  used  lo  frequent  it  in 
former  times*  The  chief  .value  of  these  animals  is  their  ivory  tosks» 
vlueh,  bemg  harder  than  these  of  the  elepltant,  and  not  so  liable  to 
turn  yellow,  are  much  more  esteemed  by  denti-5ts.  Their  liidci 
are  also  v;duid)le  for  harness  leaUier,  and  tlie  skins  of  the  yoimg  ooes 
miike  very  handsome  coverings  for  trunks. 

The  land  in  the  bottom  of  ue  bay  is  double,  high,  ragged,  and  prin- 
eipally  barren  near  the  shore ;  but  the  valley  immediately  back  of  the 
town  is  rich  in  soil,  and  exceedingly  fertile,  yielding  an  abundance  of 
fruit  of  different  kinds,  and  of  nn  excellent  quality.  A  ^cat  quantity 
of  corn  and  beans  is  raised  near  the  Hay  of  Cow*,  and  the  iidiabitauta 
rear  cattle  of  the  best  kind  in  great  numbers.  Tiiey  also  gatiier  a 
kind  of  odoriferous  wood  called  kakongo^  which  is  held  in  fa^h  esti- 
mstiott.  Mines  of  copper  are  said  to  exist  in  the  vicinity  of  ue  bay, 
and  the  mountains  are  supposed  to  contain  silver.  The  mountainous 
districts  swarm  with  wihl  lifMsts  of  vnrio'.;'^  kinH^. 

Most  Iravrllrvs  agree  in  pronouncing  the  cliniaie  of  Benguela  ex- 
tremely msaiui^nous  to  strangers ;  but  this,  in  my  opinion,  is  greatly 
owing  to  their  not  paying  proper  attentiou  to  diet  and  regiuieu.  The 
4ate  visitation  of  the  cholera  has  taught  the  workl  a  useful  lesson  on 
this  subject ;  and  we  now  know  by  experience  that  the  great  seeret  of 
preserving  In  ;lih  is  "moderation  in  all  things;"  tempcrancr  in  eating, 
clothing,  an]  rxercisc,  as  well  as  in  drinking;  abstinence  from  ex- 
cesses of  ail  knids.  Uy  actiug  on  tliis  prmciple,  every  climate  will  be 
found  eomparaiively  aaliMotts,  and  ila  atmospliere  msy  be  inhaled 
with  impunity.  Far  Iw  it  firoia  me  to  invade  the  province  of  the 
medical  foeufty ;  but  it  is  my  ddibefate  ophiien,  ftwmded  on  cnefol 

obscrv'ation,  and  eonfmned  hx  experience,  that  more  diseases  are 
caused  by  h  il  s'.  iicr  tlian  by  bad  air;  and  1  would  advise  all  stnin- 
j^ers  who  vi!>it  this  particular  part  of  the  African  coast,  to  be  very 
cautious  of  drinking  the  water,  unless  it  be  procured  st  a  oeosiderabla 
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distance  from  tlie  shore.  A  neglect  of  ihis  cautioQ  is  generally  fo]« 
lowed  by  i  smre  and  dangeroM  diarrhiea  or  flax,  especially  with 
diose  who  ett  ftedy  of  fruit,  and  make  too  liberal  use  of  ardent  spirils 
at  the  sttoie  time.  But  by  taking  their  water  from  tlie  inland  moun- 
tain springs,  and  avoiding  exposure  to  noonday  suns  and  nocturnal 
damps,  with  sufTiuient  employment  to  keep  up  <\  Me-ntlr  pr  isj>ir  iii  ui, 
they  will  expeiieace  little  mconvenieuce  iiom  the  Lliuiait'  ui  iica- 
gnela. 

The  wOd  ammals  chat  iohabit  the  interior  are  oflen  seen  in  the 
forests  tliat  border  this  part  of  the  coast ;  such  as  elephants,  leopards, 
zfhras,  lions,  foxes,  hyenas,  antelopes  of  many  kinds,  buffaloes,  bul- 
locks, sheep,  goats,  wild  ho^s,  and  a  great  variety  of  monkeys  and 
other  small  animals.  1  have  oiieu  aetii  the  elephant,  builuio,  and  bul- 
lock near  the  beach  of  the  aeashore,  between  this  place  and  Great 
Fish  Bay.  In  the  interior  distrieta  the  variety  of  beaats,  birds,  ser- 
pents, and  other  replileo,  inaeets,  and  plants  is  truly  wonderful,  I  had 
almost  said  infinite,  and  well  M'orth  the  attenlion  of  naturalists.  Some 
philosophers  maiiitam  that  for  every  passion,  propensity,  disposition, 
desire,  anbctiou,  or  thought  of  tlie  human  nuad,  there  is  in  outward 
nature  a  corresponding  animal,  vegetable,  and  mineralt  good  or  bad ; 
and  that  all  thoigs  wbieh  exisl  in  extemai  nature  are  intended  as  out- 
ward manifesutiima  of  mental  or  moral  attributes.  If  this  be  indeetl 
the  case,  Afrtr;!  must  comprise  a  strange  mixture  of  good  and  evil, 
truth  and  error,  in  the  in  iids  of  her  sable  population,  where  heaven 
and  hell  must  be  commmgled  m  chaotic  confusion.  But  I  must  leave 
this  subject  to  the  learned ;  my  province  being  to  point  out  nautical 
dangers,  and  teach  others  how  to  shnn  them. 

There  are  many  fine  anchoring  places  between  B«i|oela  and  Port 
Alf'XMiulf^r,  of  \r  hicii  I  will  mention  the  most  conspicuous.  Point 
fcJahnas,  which  lies  in  latitude  12^  53'  S.,  long.  12^  51'  E.,  is  dis- 
itnguished  by  salt-ponds,  wiuch  are  near  tiie  seashore.  This  pomt 
runs  about  four  miles  into  the  sea,  with  a  reef  running  from  it  ofl'->shore 
about  one  mile. 

Between  this  and  Point  Si.  Fim  isoo  the  ahores  are  bold,  having 

no  dangers  more  than  half  a  mile  off-shore,  until  you  come  up  with  tho 
Friars,  which  arc  three  rocks,  standuig  nhou^  two  miles  off-shore,  a 
liuie  to  the  north  of  the  last-mentioned  point,  between  which  and  the 
f^riwrs  there  is  good  anchorage.  But  oflf-shore  from  this  point  there  is 
an  extensive  ree(  ranning  into  the  sea,  with  hidden  dangers,  on  which 
the  sea  does  n  it  always  break.  In  doubling  this  point,  ships  should 
give  it  a  berth  of  two  miles. 

The  river  St.  Nicholas  has  a  reef  on  the  j^outhof  its  entrance,  which 
is  in  latitude  14^  20'  S.,  with  not  more  than  ttii  fcpr  of  water  on  it,  at  a 
mile  and  a  half  ofT-shore.  Five  leagues  farther  south  is  a  small  bay, 
ealled  by  some  ViUsge  Bay,  in  whidi  there  b^|Ood  aneb»rage,  in  fiooa 
ten  to  four  fathoms  of  ^vater,  about  one  mile  m  a  northerly  directioa 
from  the  sotrth  point  ol  the  bay,  in  sandy  bottom.  At  this  place  I  haVO 
seen  eh  pfi mis  and  other  animnls,  be-^ides  numbers  of  the  natives. 

Still  farther  soutli,  in  latitude  15^  12  ,  is  LiuIc  Fi»h  Ba)-,  liie  entrance 
of  which  is  two  leagues  broad,  formed  by  Cape  Kuspa  uu  the  north 
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and  Browne's  Poiui  ou  ihc  s>ouLh.  Here  the  water  is  deep  ;  but  as  wc 
iidvunce  iulo  the  bay,  il  sutkkuly  becotoefi  more  shallow,  uiuil  li  U  re- 
dac9d  t»  tmm»f  hihoMw ;  il       himiii  gradttally  to  fix  oc  tig^it 

fathoms. 

Half  a  mik  freai  the  head  of  this  bay,  on  its  sooth  shore,  is  a  deejp 
ifalley,  whifh  f'^  fovpre<1  with  n  forest  of  large  timber,  in  the  openings 
of  which  vegeiauoii  ired  very  luxuriant.  At  the  moHth  of  a  small 
river  wlach  eiDplie&  iuiu  liie  head  of  llus  bay,  wc  saw  elL-phatU2>,  aud 
fMf  commiiniwfd  wkk  tiM  aBlt«M»  wha  wtt*  very  anxious  to  open 
ft  inldo  iridi  oa^  hf  UBcfaaoging  talde,  sheef^  iuiy^  and  vegetable  tut 
ctitleiy  of  UKf  luMi  beidi>  aad  old  clprin%  pmiffrtiriy  red  ftaiUol 
abifts. 

The  next  couMpieuoua  land  to  the  south  is  Cape  Negro,  before  men- 
tioned, ui  laLilude  15*^  41'  long.  11**  57'  E.,  on  wliich  m  erected  Uie 
oeMnted  alabaater  piltar,  Willi  uo  aiMa  ol  PocHi^ ;  and  eight  nHla» 
aomK-west'by-souih  from  thia  eapo  ia  ihaaamMtio  tiia  jnrtoC  Akxr 

under,  already  desrrihcd. 

In  speaking  of  tlu^  Bay  of  Cows,  it  Bengtiria,  F  ouf/ht  to  h;ive 
added  that  a  sand-bank  puts  oil  iium  the  north  iivna  oi  ihe  bay  to  the 
d^lstance  of  one  aule,  which  it  is  necessary  to  avoid,  as  there  is  always 
>  awatt  loMaig  ampaa  it,  with  >  cuMidafwila  dagraaof  vtoleice*  Tbo 
south  and  west  sides  of  tlio  bay  ut  caiiialy  clfltr  ol  daagata  tvoi 
oabka*  iaogth  iom  tlw  ahoro. 


CHAFTEll  VL 

TUitto  a  Slave  Brig — Cruelty  and  Sufferinij— Slnves  flogged  to  Death—Strength 
of  ooamgal  AfifecUoD  m  an  African — Aa  afliectiiig  Skene — b^t&rd  the  Tigcm  in 
IM  om— Gomdns  of  GuUt—How  to  abolwli  lbs  Bls**-tnile>.EDglub 

Colony  t'lf  Sierra  I.nonc — United  States*  Colony  ofLilwrb — S:iil  from  Bcnifucla — 
Uomawafd-bouod — lelandof  Awemiiaii — The  Fourth  of  July,  and  a  vertical  Sun 
—Anive stNsW'Yodb-^Kind Reea|«i«m tbeOwasn^  saia  niU  kinder  ene 

1  HAVE  already  iniunncd  the  reader,  dial  when  I  entered  the  Bay  of 
Beagnda  thtre  were  no  less  than  four  slave  dealers  kom  Brazil,  wai(> 
in^  to  oomplelo  ihair  ear|oaa.  Obo  of  llimo  raoaptaclea  of  huonaii 
maaqr  lay  at  andMir  within  fifty  fathoms  of  tha  Anttirctic  ;  and  I  waa 

so  distressingly  annoyed  by  the  shrieks  and  groans  of  its  liapless  in- 
mates, the  wretched  victims  ol"  unfrt'lin<T  :iv;irife,  that  I  resolved  to  visit 
iba  vessel,  and  make  an  offer  01  such  medical  aid  as  tnighl  iiave  a 
laadcney  to  aUavialo  the  un^  u  h  of  the  su^rers.  With  this  determimi* 
tioB  I  OiJawd  a  boat  10  be  iiunnodi  and  boaidod  tha  brig  without 
oaaflHia^^r* 

I  was  received  by  tlio  officers  on  deck  with  a  certain  degree  of 
rourteRy,  not  aniningled  with  surprise  ;  whicfi,  when  I  made  known  the 
object  ot  iny  visit,  as^iumed  an  expression  of  deri^iiuu  or  caateijjpi. 
luiaiy  adhering  to  my  original  purpose,  hovKGV^»  I  insisted  uposi 
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teeing  and,  if  necessary,  administerinnr  to  those  sufferers  whose  audible 
complaints  had  bo  powerfully  exciUHi  iny  svmpaihy.    The  captain 

S?e  orders  that  my  demand  bhould  be  compiled  wiUi  ;  and,  gracious 
wnmt  wh«t  a hMfibk speetieto WM premted to  ny  view t 
If  the  nader  has  ever  been  on  board  of  a  Hudson  River  iliaikeC» 
aloop»  h>aded  with  calves  and  sheep  for  the  city  slaughter-houees,  he 
ntav  form  somr  fMut  idea  of  this  Brazilian  slave  brig;.  A  range  of 
pens,  or  bins»  occupied  each  side  of  the  main-deck,  from  the  rat-head  to 
the  mam-chains,  in  which  were  confined  such  a  imniber  oi  Uie  slaves 
m  were  pennhted  to  eonie  upon  deck  at  one  time.  In  a  line  with  the 
nam  hMehwijr,  en  each  side,  waa  ereeied  a  bvlkhead,  or  paitiuea« 
eeparating  the  menfiom  the  women ;  while  a  nairow  passage  remained 
open  to  the  gaagw^,  abaft  the  atennnoetpen,  or  beMreen  that  aadihe 
quarter-<leck.. 

The  slaves,  perfectly  naked,  were  stowed  in  rows,  lore  aud  all,  ui  a 
sitting  or  eroiiehing  poatare;  and  neat  of  the  men  had  tbetr  faces  be- 
tween their  knees,  either  indulging  ut  a  moody  eilenee»  er  movnlhUf 

chanting,  in  a  low  voice,  sonM  fMotive  aoQg  «f  ihsu  native  viUafes. 

The  fet'lings  of  the  femalf"^  were  of  course  more  rltmioronsly  cx« 
pressH.  in  spite  of  all  their  tyrants'  exertions  to  keep  tliem  quiei.  In 
passmg  along  the  deck  between  these  tvso  ranges  of  despairing  human 
beings,  I  encountered  such  mute  imploraig  glances,  such  appealing 
looks  of  misery,  aneh  piieens  aopfUoating  expresaiooe  of  eomrtcnsnes^ 
•■eh  tonmita  of  lease,  that  looked  Ufcn  pearls  on  ebony,  as  oempletely 
and  totally  unmanned  mc.  My  own  tears  fell  like  rain,  and  the  poor 
negroes  ^ATe^  onthestranop  phenomenon  of  a  white  man*s  sympathy 
with  wonder,  douht,  and  adiiui  ation.  Even  the  £emaies  had  not  been 
allowed  a  rag  to  cover  their  nakedness. 

After  having  taken  a  enrsory  view  of  the  whole  heait-eiekenii^f 
•ecne,  my  attention  was  attracted  to  the  after  range  of  pens  on  the  star- 
board sid^  which  contained  about  one-half  the  females  then  on  deck. 
Here,  as  on  the  opposite  side  of  tlvp  tleL-k,  the  two  sexes  were  separated 
bv  a  partition  or  bulkhead  eigiil  Levi  in  heij^ht ;  near  wliicli  u  rro  two 
wumcii  evidetiily  wnilung  in  Uie  agonies  of  death.  jPariiy  Iroin  liie 
olfioars,  and  partly  from  their  fellow-aufferers,  I  gatheied  the  ehameftd 
fteta  tluit  these  two  dying  wntehes  had  been  rednoed  to  their  present 
aitnaiion  by  lepeatcd  appBeedone  of  the  laah,  ae  a  pnniahment  for  their 
piteous  cries  and  hcart-rcndinp  wailing^s.  This  worse  than  *:\vage 
brutality  had  elicited  iliose  shrieks  and  groans  M'hidi  first  arr(  -tf  ij  my 
aiieniion  on  board  the  Aataretie.  They  were  wives  aud  luoihers; 
their  infbals  had  been  torn  trum  iheir  breasts  and  thrown  upon  the 
ivannd,  either  lo  perish  with  himger  among  the  grass,  or  to  beeome 
the  ptey  of  beasts,  or  (he  victims  of  venomous  reptUes — or,  poeaibly, 
to  be  prescrx'ed  and  notirished  by  strangers.  In  tlie  phrensied  parox}-sras 
of  m;iiprnul  armtiivli.  tluy  had  called  for  their  infants — for  their  hus- 
bands— ibr  tiicir  parcnu — ^Ibr  their  brothers,  filters,  and  friends ;  and 
ibr  this  natural  involnmar^*  ebullition  of  feeling,  their  bodies  had  been 
•raeOy  laeeraled  with  stnpee,  nmtt  natura  sank  exhaasted,  no  mora  to 
revive.  Their  breasts  were  distended  with  the  nndrawn  naitrimett  Ibr 
the  hMk  of  whteh  their  helpiBie  baboa  foihape  were  perisboig-Hi 
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vras  oozing  in  streams  from  their  nipples,  mingled  with  their  own 
blood* 

On  leaming  these  (icto,  ladigBatkm  enabled  me  to  suppress  thos* 
soAer  feelings  which  were  before  nearly  choking  me ;  while  the  hard- 
ened barbarians  around  me  wore  sardonic  smiles  upon  ilicir  faces. 
The  cai)i;iiii<:  of  two  vessels  were  present,  and  several  officers.  For 
the  niomcni,  1  impiously  wiiihed  to  be  armed  with  ilui  lightnings  of 
heaven,  to  punish  the  guilty,  and  termioate  the  euflTeringi  of  their  victine 
<m  thespoL  Ae  this  was  not  praelicable,  however,  I  gave  vent  to  my 
feelings  in  a  torrent  of  invective,  pourintr  upon  them  volleys  of  vitiiperOF 
lion.  I  cannot  recollect  what  I  said ;  but  for  soine  time  I  jyave  them 
broadside  alter  broadside,  without  receiving  a  single  hhoi  iu  return. 
They  received  my  fire  in  silent  aslonislunent^  suflTeriitg  uie  to  rake  them 
fore  and  aft,  until  my  uiagastine  became  exhaiitted»  and  I  paused  fof 
lack  of  ammunitioii. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  two  especial  objects  of  my  eompasaion  were 
released  from  their  sirlfrriji^s  by  dc  ith  ;  :ind  jusl  as  the  visiting  captain 
had  commenced  some  t  b^^i  rv  iiion  m  t  \(  use  or  paiiiaiion  of  their  con- 
duct, our  attention  was  arrested  by  auutiicr  object.  One  of  the  male 
captives,  a  well-made,  good4ookiag  man,  of  about  twewy-five  years  of 
age,  had  contrived,  all  roanaded  as  he  was,  to  acale  the  bulkhead,  firom 
the  top  of  which,  being  unable  to  use  his  arras,  he  fell  into  the  females* 
apartment,  where  his  head  struck  a  ring-bolt  with  such  force  as  to 
fracture  liis  sculJ.  !i  Mas  the  husband  of  the  youngest  of  the  two  women 
wIk)  had  just  breallied  liicir  last.  For  a  few  moments  he  lay  sense- 
less from  the  eiTects  of  tlie  blow  ;  but  soon  came  to  liimself  sulBcieutly 
to  understand  what  was  said  to  him.  In  the  next  moment  he  roeog- 
nised  the  dead  body  of  his  wife,  which  he  franiicly  strove  to  dasp  in 
his  manacled  anus;  and,  with  a  yell  of  despair,  endeavoured  to  awsiken 
her  with  his  caresses  from  the  sleep  ofdeathjwhile  the  woiukI  in  his  head 
nvas  ()ourin(;  forth  a  torrent  of  blood  OQ  the  InaQimate  object  of  his 
piteous  iatueniations. 

The  c^itain  of  the  brig  now  spoke,  and  ordered  one  of  the  officers 
to  tear  the  poor  fellow  firom  the  corpse  of  hb  wife,  and  to  stow  him  on 
the  other  side  of  the  deck*  He  raised  his  mute-imploring  eye  to  mOb 
in  w  iiich  I  read  a  speedy  termination  of  his  miseries,  and  an  ardent 
desire  to  expire  on  the  hosoin  of  liis  wife.  The  officer  advanced  to 
seize  him;  but  this  was  too  much  lor  me  to  witness.  T  sprang  before 
tlie  dying  man,  drew  my  dirk,  and  ordered  the  oilicer  tu  desist  ou  tlie 
peril  of  instam  death. 

f     Hold  !**  I  exclaimed,  **yon  shall  not  molest  him.  Ba^!  back  I 

on  your  life !    No  man  shall  toudi  liim,  unless  he  cut  his  way  drniu^ 

JUy  body.  You  have  bntfliered  the  wife  of  his  bosom  ;  he  is  now 
tlvinff  from  the  effects  of  your  savage  barbarity  ;  and  ihey  shall  trot  he 
M  jiaruted,  uulil  his  spirit  is  reunited  to  hers,  in  that  blessed  world 
where  fiends  of  hell  like  you  can  never  come.  Uack  !  or  your  blood 
shall  mingle  with  the  negnie's  V 

t  The  officer  recoiled  a  few  paoes,  while  the  others  stood  gaaing  at 
n>e  and  each  other  in  mute  amazement.  I  stood  fixed  in  my  purpow, 
however ;  and  not  one  of  the  oonscienco.ettack,  guUi-i^qmUed,  cowardly 
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nor  tbe  wliole  combined,  could  muster  op  tafficiant  courage 

to  oppose  my  sinj^le  arm.    The  'Jyint;  captive's  strnpgle  wassliort. - 
In  a  lew  mmuies  muic  lie  breathed  his  l««t,  on  the  cold  inanimafr-  lips 
of  her  he  lo?ed  more  itiaii  he  feared  death,    i  theu  returned  my  dirk 
Into  its  abeatht  and  agnin  addressed  the  emharraaeed  offieen: 

**8tep  forward,  inhnoNUi  monsters !  and  contemplate  the  efieete  of 
your  tavige  bwbiirity — yohr  triple  murder.  Look  there!  on  the  re- 
mains of  those  three  poor  victims  of  your  avarice  and  cruelly  !  Tliifik 
too  of  their  hapless  infants  ;  which,  if  not  happily  alrcndy  gone  to  meet 
their  parents  in  a  better  world,  are  luted  never  to  tnjoy  a  parent's  tender- 
MM  in  this.  How  wilt  you  answer  for  crimes  like  these  before  the 
God  of  justice!  I  do  not  marvel  at  your  cowardiect  for  it  is  the  in^ 
separable  concomitant  of  guilt  like  yours.  I  do  not  wonder  that  yon- 
turn  palf  at  niv  just  rphiiko.  and  tremble 'here  like  culprits  at  tiie  gang- 
way. But  how  much  more  will  you  iiriiibh  ^vhen  you  are  nrraigned' 
before  tlic  bar  of  Divine  Justice,  and  iicar  tiiat  voice  which  brought  the 
miferse  into  aistenee  pronounce  the  awftd  sentence-—*  Inasmuch  a» 
ye  lia?e  not  shown  mercy  to  oneof  the  leastof  these,  ye  hafe  not  done 
'  it  onto  me.'** 

"With  the<;o  words  I  advanced  to  the  gangway,  and  was  about  to  de- 
part, when  the  capmin  of  the  hri^  expressed  a  hope  that  I  would  not 
leave  them  in  anger,  but  tliat  I  would  walk  below,  and  join  them  in  a 
glass  of  wine.  I  promptly  declined  the  proffered  eouttesy,  assuring 
Sam  that  it  gave  me  very  unpleasant  feeluigs  to  breathe  the  same  air 
with  men  engaged  in  this  abominable  traffic ;  but  were  I  to  drink  with 
them,  T  should  feel  guilty  of  an  act  of  wanton  impiety  that  had  stained 
the  untaniishcd  lustre  of  the  flao;  I  sailed  under. 

They  retorted,  with  a  mo&l  provoking  assurance, that  great  niuniiers 
of  American  vessels  were  at  that  moment  engaged  in  the  same  traISc ; 
vessels  which  they  knew  were  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  Statee, 
commanded  by  American  captains,  and  manned  by  Ametican  and 
Bnglish  seamen. 

I  made  no  reply,  but  stepped  into  my  boat,  and  was  ?»oon  on  board 
the  Antarrtic,  witli  food  for  reflection  sufficient  to  last  me  during  the 
passage  from  Africa  to  America.  2\or  was  this  the  only  revolting 
scene  I  was  doomed  to  witness,  connected  with  this  inflinious  system 
of  piracy,  while  I  was  detained  at  Benguela.  Being  on  shore  on  Fri< 
day,  tfu:  5ih  of  June,  1  saw  about  fifty  of  tliese  unhappy  beings  hand- 
cnfTcd  in  pairs,  and  drove  into  town  like  so  many  yoke  of  cattle,  by 
soldiers  on  horsel)ack.  As  the  poor  wretches  passed  me,  I  could  seo 
the  traces  of  tears  on  ahnosi  every  cheek,  and  from  some  eyes  ihey 
were  streaming  in  torrents.  They  had  been  driven  so  far,  and  with  so 
little  mercy,  that  many  of  them  were  quite  lame,  their  footprints  being 
marked  with  blood !  But  still,  if  any  of  them  faltered  or  lagged  a  little 
behind  the  rest,  their  inhuman  drivers  would  start  them  up  again  bv 
iscvcrai  severe  ruts  of  the  lash  on  their  naked  bwHes,  with  as  mitoi 
uuconcem  as  li  ihey  were  driving  so  many  bullocks  to  markeU 

How  in  due  honiUetraliie  to  be  finally  and  totalfy  abolished  t  Thie 
is  a  qoestioB  of  vital  importance  to  tl!e  cause  of  fanmanity.  The 
Vniied  8taieo»  in  eoigniietioB  with  Eq^and  and  France^  hafo  cAetod 
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mmki  bntiMwii— mymuMiui  tobe^Mg.  The  ml,  liw  warn, 

dM  fwndatioii  of  ilic  evil  is  in  the  ignoranee  and  mpontiiion  of  the 
I^QOr  negroes  themselves.  Ck>uld  they  become  only  partinlly  ci\  ilized, 
and  suffieiemly  enlightened  to  see  the  beauty  of  tlie  plainest  moral 
prert  pts  oi  our  religion,  thev  would  no  longer  feel  tliemselves  obligated 
to  obey  the  uujuBt  mandaies  ul  a  ruthless  despot,  who  levies  war  on 
Ui  oeigfabom,  not  Ibr  any  iral  or  imaginary  injury  reeeifad,  bat  ibr 
the  sole  purpose  of  imisbg  a  revenue  hf  the  sale  of  his  captives. 
This  state  of  things  can  only  be  broo^t  about  by  the  laboen  of  mie* 
•ionrrrie^,  patiently  pursued  for  a  series  of  ye^rs. 

However  sever©  the  edicts  whicii  nations  may  pass  against  the 
slave-trade,  tliey  will  never  detei  from  engaging  in  ii  a  certain  class  of 
teefcleee  adhnaiMNn  iHiioh  are  found  in  eveiy  eonntiy ;  iHieee  nane 
is  ^  Ni  ck  or  aotfanif.**  They  are  willing  to  nm  ihe  fiak  of  dyh^  the 
death  of  pirates,  in  consideratioa  of  the  immense  emolument  which 
attrnds  a  successful  issue  of  the  perilous  enterprisp.  Like  every 
£pecie&  of  smuggled  gotuls,  slaves  will  always  hnd  a  ready  market, 
aiid  a  price  proportio^Lbly  high  to  the  hazard  of  inrnxlucing  them ; 
and  so  knur  aa  a  door  teinains  open  for  disposing  of  human  beingBi  the 
progress  of  rtform  in  this  particular  will  be  very  slow. 

It  is  comparatively  of  but  liitle  use  to  lock  up  the  moirths  of  the 
Senegal,  the  Gambia,  the  Zaire,  the  Coanza,  and  llie  Caineroou's,  or 
any  oihcr  river  of  Africa,  while  the  whole  extent  of  coast  i-emains  open, 
and  may  be  landed  oa  at  dtfbient  aeaaoM  of  the  year.  Nothing  bat 
«  total  nnnnaliM  prahibkioo  of  this  sonl-debaitef  trafic  by  eveiy 
peirer  in  baih  teuisphseeaf  particularly  by  those  of  South  Aaeriea, 
can  all'ord  any  rational  hope  of  its  final  abolition.  And  even  then, 
there  is  loo  much  rea*">'i  to  fear  that  men-steal crs  will  vtill  exist,  and 
thAi  planters  will  be  iound  ui  uatures  sufficiomly  diaboucai  to  lewaixl 
tiiem  for  4heir  labours  of  baibarity. 

Ei^lMd  and  the  United  Stalea  have  set  the  world  some  glonant 
examples  on  tiiis  important  subject.  The  colony  of  the  former  at 
Sierra  Loonr,  und  thnt  of  tlie  latter  at  IJhcria^  on  the  net  coast  of 
Africa,  are  boili  in  a  ilounishinji;  condition  ;  and  their  piojtciors  and 
fouuders  merit  the  prayers  and  blessings  oi  piniuiuhropibls  in  every  sec- 
tion of  the  ^obe.  Sierm  Leone  liea  between  the  eeventh  and  taoth 
degrees  of  noith  latitude,  and  derived  tta  name  from  moiwitaina  abowul- 
iag  irith  Uona.  Tliis  is  the  neareat  point  of  the  African  coast  to  the 
most  western  point  of  Sonili  America,  on  the  Brazilian  coast,  the  dis- 
tance from  I'eruambuco  to  bierra  Leone  being  only  about  five  hundred 
le^ues. 

The  £^gliah  aetUemeot  of  Sierra  Leone  was  formed  iu  the  year 
17B7,  for  the  expreaa  purpoae  of  labcnuing  to  civiliae  the  Afineana.  in 
18tf,  four  ycara  pterkma  to  my  viaittng  Bengaeb,  it  oontauied  eighteen 

thousand  inhn!)it;:nt'? ;  of  whom  about  twelve  thousand  cousist  of  lib- 
erated Africans,  wiio  tor  the  nins;  ji;ni  orrupv  the  parishes  in  the 
mountains,  where  they  inhabil  \iliaat  s.  j>ui rounded  by  tracts  of  cuiti- 
▼atod  ground,  and  cooiaiuing  schools  for  boih  sexva.  In  this  quarter 
4w  Ettriiah  hniie  made  the  greaicat  meitiDne  to  lisiitif  netteahelirii, 
4»iMain  alMiae;  l»al,an  tbcl«^flMie«f  M. Malie BfM» •  pUhah 
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thropy,  and  penal  statutes,  and  vigilance  have  been  found  but  feeble 
barriers,  when  opposed  to  the  cupidity  of  unprincipled  traders.** 

The  British  cruisers  have  been  very  active  and  successful  in  cap- 
turing many  of  the  slave-ships  which  still  swarm  upon  the  African 
coast,  as  appears  by  the  great  numl>er  of  liberated  slaves  which  are 
every  year  added  to  the  colony.  The  landing  of  these  cargoes,  ac- 
cording lo  the  writer  just  quoted,  is  often  a  very  afleciing  scene.  The 
poor  creatures  delivered  Ironi  the  hold  of  a  slave-ship,  faint  and  ema- 
ciated bv  harsh  treatment  and  disease,  when  received  with  kindness  and 
sympathy  by  the  inhabitants,  among  whom  perhaps  they  recognise  a 
brother,  a  sister,  or  countryman,  whom  they  had  supposed  long  since 
dead,  l)ut  whom  they  are  astonished  to  see  clothed  and  clean,  are  over- 
whelmed with  feelings  which  they  find  it  difficult  to  express.  On  their 
arrival,  those  of  a  proper  age  are  married,  and  sent  lo  the  adjacent  vil- 
lages. A  house  and  lot  is  appointed  lo  each  family  ;  they  are  supported 
one  year  by  government,  at  the  expiration  of  which  they  are  obliged  to 
provide  for  themselves.  The  captured  children  are  also  sent  to  vil- 
lages, where  they  are  kept  at  school  till  married,  which  is  always  at  an 
early  .  At  the  head  of  each  village  is  a  missionary,  who  acts  in 
the  (i  iiblc  capacity  of  minister  and  schoolmaster.  The  exertions  of 
tht  African  Institution,  aided  by  the  missionaries  of  the  Charch  of 
land,  have  effected  a  remarkable  improvement  in  the  morals  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  are  generally  contented  and  industrious.  They  have 
opened  several  avenues  of  profitable  trade  with  ihe  natives  of  the  in- 
terior, and  their  external  commerce  is  rapidly  increasing.  But  I  regret 
to  add,  that  the  climate  of  Sierra  Leone  is  extremely  drleterious  to  the 
health  of  Europeans.  No  less  than  seven  governors  have  died  sincO' 
1824,  and  only  three  soldiers  sur\'ive  out  of  a  whole  regiment. 

The  United  Stales*  colony  of  Liberia,  which,  being  of  a  more  recent 
dale,  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  is  situated  about  two  hundre<l  and  fifty  mile* 
Routh-enst  of  Sierra  Leone,  at  Cape  Montserado,  or  Mesurado.  Its 
histor)'  is  briefly  as  follows : — 

"In  December,  1821,  the  American  Colonization  Society  effected 
the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  territory  at  Cape  Mesurado,  on  which  a  set- 
tlement was  made  soon  afterward.  The  colony  at  first  was  disturbed 
by  the  native  blacks,  who,  in  November,  1822,  made  two  attacks  upon 
it  in  large  bodies,  but  were  repulsed  with  great  loss.  Since  that  period 
the  colony  has  received  continual  accessions  from  the  United  States, 
nnd  rapidly  improving.  Additional  purchases  have  been  made  in 
the  vicinity,  particularly  on  St.  PauKs  River,  north  of  the  Mesurado, 
and  Stockton  Creek,  which  opens  an  inland  communication  between 
the  two  rivers. 

"The  first  an»l  principal  settlement  is  at  Monrovia  (so  named  in 
honour  of  President  Monroe),  on  Cape  Mesurado,  which  is  fortified, 
with  a  government-house  and  stores,  churches  and  schools.  Farming 
settlements  are  formed  at  C'aldwell,  on  St.  Paul's  River,  and  on  Stock- 
ton Creek.  Several  trading  factories  are  established  along  the  coast, 
over  which  the  society  have  a  qualifml  jurisdiction  for  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  from  ('ape  Mount  to  Trade-town.  This  jurisdiction 
secures  to  them  the  trade  of  the  country,  and  precludes  all  Europeans 
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from  'iny  [.osscsHion  wilhiu  thei»e  limits.  It  also  enables  them  to  put  a 
stop  to  Uie  slave-trade.***  The  populalaou  of  the  eokinr  it  rapidly  in-- 
ereasing,  nnd  probably  now  siimnidIs  to  sbovo  fifteen  mmdnd.  The 

country  abounds  in  cattle,  goats,  swine,  and  fowls,  and  Ul  most  of  dM 

fruits  and  prodiu^tions  of  other  tropica!  rli mates. 

Cape  Mesurado  is  an  elevated  promontory,  almost  perpendicular  on 
the  uorth  side,  but  with  u.  gradual  declivity  towards  the  s(^a  ou  liie 
south.  Tho  natircs  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place  have  beea  noted  aa 
veiysaperior  to  those  farther  eastward;  being  quiet, tractaUe,  and 
hospitable,  and  honoumblc  in  their  dealings.  The  n^groea  on  the 
banks  of  ihn  river  Mesurado,  ith;is  hern  snid,  sppak  a  corrupt  dialect 
of  Portiigue'^r',  and  acknowledge  themselves  vas^suls  to  Portugal ;  but 
are  not,  us  aome  have  suppotted,  Europeans  chan>>ed  to  uegroes  by  the 
power  of  the  dimase.  Ivory  is  the  staple  eommmUty  of  exchange  or 
barter.  Teeth  under  the  weight  of  twenty*two  pMBide  are  tcnned 
scrivelloest  and  may  be  had  comparatively  cheap. 

"It  is  highly  probable,**  says  Mr.  Niles,  "that  wc  may  build  up  a 
powerful  people  on  the  western  coast  of  that  heuiylited  quarter  of  the 
world,  who  shall  extend  their  selileineuis  into  tlie  iulerior,  an  we  our- 
selves have  done  [on  thia  continent],  and  coounaiid  the  native  tribee  aa 
we  do ;  and  diereby  spread  light  and  knowledge,  civilixation  and  re- 
ligion, even  along  the  yet  unknown  shores  of  the  mysterious  Niger,  and 
totally  break  up  at  loast  the  external  trade  in  slaves  ;  but  without  much, 
if  any,  sensible  eflecl  todepreasc  mrro'vn  roloiired  population.  How- 
ever, it  will  be  a  great  tiling  to  iiavc  a  bpoi  provided  to  which  our  free 
blacks  may  proceed,  with  an  assurance  thai  their  indnstry  will  be 
crowned  with  prosperity  and  peace,  and  where  dieir  children  wiUbave 
a  country  and  a  home ;  nor  will  it  be  less  interesting  because  of  die 
opportunity  which  it  may  continually  offer  to  liberal  and  hntnrmp  per- 
son*. \vho  woidd  glad! V  f^manrip  ue  ihrir  shn'r<;,  if  roTi\'inf'ed  that  llieir 
conduiou  would  be  benelited.  SVe  always  approved  ol  this  project,  for 
it  is  indeed  a  humane  one,  though  we  questioned  its  efficiency  to  accom- 
|dish  the  grand  first  purpose  proposed.** 

In  conduding  an  animated  description  of  this  fiourisbng  colony,  the 
Encyclopaedia  Americana  uses  the  following  language : — Thus  far 
the  efforts  of  the  Ainerican  Colonization  Society  have  been  attended 
"with  great  if  not  unexampled  success.  i'he  men  of  colour  wlio  have 
migrated  to  Liberia  have  felt  the  inlluenees  of  enterprise  and  freedom ; 
and  are  improved  alike  in  their  condition  and  character.  Thoee  who 
were  slaves  have  become  masters ;  those  who  were  once  dependent 
have  become  ind<  pendent ;  once  the  objects  of  chari^,  they  are  now 
benefactors ;  and  t!ic  very  individuals  who,  a  few  veJir«»  ago,  felt  their 
spirits  depressed  in  our  land,  and  incapable  of  high  clT  i  ;s  ureal 
achievements,  now  stand  lorth,  conscious  of  their  ^igtnty  iuul  power, 
sharing  in  all  the  privilegea  and  honours  of  a  respected,  a  firee,  and  a 
Christian  people." 

A  weekly  newspaper,  called  the  **  Libaiia  HeraM,**  ianofw printed  at 
.Monrovia,  the  capital  of  the  oolenj,  and  affcan  to  be  veqr  vaU 
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dncted.  A  pretty  brisk  conimerce  is  also  carried  on  there;  and  ia 
1828  they  exported  seventy  ihouf^nnH  (loHirs'  worth  of  produce.  The 
climnte  is  salubrious,  and  with  a  few  exceptions,  Uie  colonists  have  uni- 
funiily  enjoyed  good  iieallh* 

June  — Onr  water-eailu  having  been  fepUnialied  ftom  moaiitiifi 
'atreaoM,  and  rarely  turned  on  boanl,  and  uie  sehooner  being  now 
amply  supplied  with  fresh  meat,  vegetables,  fruit,  and  refreshments  of 
every  kinil,  besides  a  qTiantity  of  live-stork,  wv  fov<uf\  ourselves  in  r^  adi- 
T\f"^^  U)  set  sail  for  home,  *'8weet  home,''  many  momhs  scniK  r  than 
we  hdd  anticipated.  But  the  voyage  had  been  prosperous  beyond  our 
expectations,  and  any  further  stay  on  the  African  coast  would  have  been 
a  naetess  waate  of  time  and  money.  We  therefore  ^  mider  way  on 
Monday,  the  8th  of  June,  and  at  4,  P.  M.,  we  lef\  tlio  anchorage  at 
Bengiiel:?.  \vfiirh  is  in  lai.  12'^  34'  sontli.  nnt}  Iotit.  \  17'  cast ;  vj'.ria- 
lion  per  ;i/.iiumh,  21^^  30' westerly.  \\v  b!:irU"cl  wuh  ;i  f.nrhrvf  /.c  Irom 
south-west,  and  fair  weather.  At  11,  P.  M.,  wc  took  tlie  wind  trotu 
aouth-bV'West,  and  at  1 Q  the  next  morning  we  had  it  from  south-south- 
east   We  eroeaed  the  meridian  of  Greenwich  on  Friday,  the  18th. 

June  I. '>//(. — We  continued  on  our  course  to  the  weat  with  south-east 
winds  until  Monday,  the  I6ih;  when,  at  11,  A.  M.,  we  were  t  losc  in 
with  tbo  islruid  of  Ascension,  in  Int.  7^  55'  south,  long.  14°  23'  west; 
about  ^ix  iiundred  miles  north-west  of  the  celebrated  island  of  St, 
Helena,  and  twice  thai  distance  east  of  Pcrnambuco,  in  Brazil. 

The  ialatid  of  Aicension  waa  Ibrmeriy  described  aa  a  banen 
SabatNted  ialand  m  the  South  Atlantic  Ocean,  without  soil  or  vegetation,** 
and  as  **  an  impracticable  heap  of  volcanic  ashes.^  This  deacripcioii 
was  once  correct ;  but  industn*',  skill,  and  perseverance  have  now  ren- 
dered a  more  favourable  one  a[)|)roj)ri:ur.  The  ialmd  m  in  facta  shat- 
tered volcano,  the  pulverized  materials  of  which  are  npidlv  becoming 
conTened  into  a  rieh  and  fertile  eoil.  It  formerly  belonged  to  the  For* 
tngueae,  who  dnooreied  it  in  IM^l ;  but  in  181S,  some  Engliah  fiun- 
ilies  from  the  island  of  St.  Helena  aetiled  here,  and  it  waa  taken  pos- 
session of  by  the  Britisli  ^ovemmcnt  ns  a  military  station  ;  and  sixty 
transport  ships  provided  the  <^arrisonof  two  hundred  men  with  snpphcs 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  A  fort  was  creeled,  roads  constructed, 
gardens  planted,  houses  buUt,  Sic, 

Thie  island  ia  of  triangular  shape,  about  twenty  mflea  in  circmnfeiw 
ence;  being  eigbtmilea  nom  north  to  south,  and  five  miles  and  a  half 
from  east  to  west.  It  may  be  seen  from  the  niast-head  in  clear  weather 
at  the  distani  f;  ot'  ten  leagues.  On  ni  proaeliini;  if  from  llie  cast,  at 
the  distance  ol"  six  or  eight  Ip'tfnirs,       ippcuraiicL-  is  uneven  and  ntg- 

S[ed,  being  an  assemblage  vi  iniis,  with  a  mountain  ovii looking  them 
rom  the  soath.  Thia  ia  called  Green  Moimtain,  and  Is  about  eight 
hundred  yards  in  height  The  beat  anchorage  at  tltis  island  is  in  Tnr- 
tln  Cove,  in  eight  or  ten  fathoms  of  water,  wMi  the  flag-staflT  on  Cross- 
llill  bearing  soiith-ea8t-h.ilf-ea!«t :  l?:it  Corner,  ^onth-smiih-west ;  dis- 
tance from  the  nearest  f^horc  aboin  one  intie.  A  heavy  surf  often  in* 
ternipts  the  lan<ling  forneveral  days  tonctltrr. 

The  whole  island  is  of  volcanic  origin,  and  the  auHnee  ia  now  parthr 
flovend  with  a  reddiah  aoil,  while  in  some  ylacea  there  ia  a  yellow  eaith 
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resemblinjr  orhre.  A  fiiip  Mack  oarih  covers  the  bottoms  of  ihc  valleys, 
which  arr  now  in  i\  fine  state  ol  cuUivaiion  by  the  little  militaiy  colony 
befoie  aiiudcd  to.  The  island  is  composed  of  several  conic  lull^,  frooi 
two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  height.  Green 
Moenlain  has  a  double  lop^  riahig  in  two  peaks,  like  the  Grecian  Par. 
nassiK.  Ill  almost  every  past  of  the  island,  as  Mr.  Purdy  justly  oU 
^orvf>s',  Hro  foiiiul  prodigious  qnantities  of  rorks  full  of  holrs  like  a 
honeycomb;  toi^ether  with  c:i!''inpfl 'stoues,  very  light,  and  purnice- 
stoues.  Tiic  rocks,  lying  upon  cacii  otlter  in  a  very  irregular  way, 
and  iMMtly  on  the  declivity  of  hills,  lesTO  great  chasms  between  them ; 
and  as  chey  have  very  little  solidity,  an  observer  mas  some  risk  who 
ventures ,  withont  caution  upon  them.**  *♦  About  the  middle  of  the 
islnnd,  and  between  the  hills,  there  iire  several  little  plains,  which  nre 
divided  into  small  spaee««,  so  remark ;ihly  distributed  thai  you  would 
take  them  for  so  many  pieces  of  land  cleared  of  stones,  and  scpanuciT 
ftma  each  other  by  long  walls*** 

▲eootdittg  to  the  atatemeat  of  the  officers  of  the  Elnglish  brig 
Slaney,  who  visited  this  island  in  Febmary,  1827,  Ascension  was 
then  (under  the  government  of  T.ipufenam-coJonel  Nicholls)  in  a  most 
flourishin!?  state  of  progressive  nupruvement  as  to  its  resources,  botli 
natural  and  artificial.  Roads  arc  constructing  from  the  several 
springs  (sixteen  in  nwnber)  to  convey  water  to  the  earrison;  and 
hopes  were  cmeitaiaed  of  being  able  to  supply  a  8(|tta£oB  with  that 
essential  article  in  the  eottrse  of  a  year,  by  means  of  iron  pipes  flom 
the  principal  spring  to  a  reservoir  near  iho  beach.  Pasturage  for  cat- 
tle is  making  its  appcar;iiire.  JSheep,  turkeys,  guinea-fowls,  and  live- 
sturk  of  every  description  thrive  well.  Fruit,  such  as  pines,  Indian 
gooseberries,  and  plantains  have  been  successfully  cultivaied.  Pota- 
toes^ onkmo,  eairoCs«  pease,  French  beans, -and  abaost  every  escuIeBt 
veget]d>le  have  been  produced  upon  the  isb&d ;  and  thus*  iron  a  desert 
cinder,  nature  has  been  courted  successfully  to  yield  most  of  her  use- 
ful vegetable  protluetions.  Only  two  deaths  from  sickness  have 
occurred  at  Ascensiou  during  the  last  t^vo  year>)  [1825  and  18:2{i]; 
and  when  vvc  consider  that  gales  oi  wuid  are  unknown  lo  iiave  visited 
the  anchorage  there,  the  value  of  the  island  at  a  rendexvous  and  m 
depdt  for  stores  and  provisions,  for  a  squadron  of  observation,  des- 
tined to  cruise  either  on  the  African  or  Brazilian  coast  hereafter, 
M-ill  obvioualy  ivpuy  the  liberal  attention  that  has  been  bestowed 

upon  it." 

A  short  lime  after  the  visit  of  the  brig  fcJkmey,  the  William  Harris, 
a  transport,  landed  at  the  island  a  cargo  of  live.!»iock — horses,  hares, 
rabbits,  pheasants,  poultry,  partridges,  di;c*,  seeds  of  vegeublesv  agii- 
euhural  hnplements,  and  a  supply  of  necessaries  At  the  garrison,  who 
»n  rnjoyeil  veiy  excellent  health.  In  return,  she  took  a  large quantiQf 
of  fine  turtle,  with  which  the  island  abounds ;  and,  according  to  Cap- 
tain Le>ley,  it  furnishes  the  finest  in  creation,"  being  "  not  only  fat 
juul  large,  biu  in  liie  highest  perfection  for  eating,  'i'heir  weight,  iu 
general,  is  from'one  to  seven  hundred  pounds.  They  are,  of  all  1  over 
taeted,  the  fettest  and  finest ;  all  othaa  I  ever  saw  before  bear  no  oom* 
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pukon  with  them.**  This  iltttjiipiiiin,  I  ihwiM  tmppmse,  wmM  mikm 

any  alderman^s  mouth  water. 

From  thp  island  of  Ascension  wp  shaped  our  course  wesl-north-nfsf, 
with  a  strong  breeze  from  tl\c  sumh-east,  and  fair  weather.  We  i  rossed 
the  equator  on  Sunday,  the  of  June»  m  long.  30"^  47  W.,  and  on 
Tnetday,the  SSd,  we  loti  Um  aoath-WMt  trade-rada,  in  lat  yiWlL^ 
long.  32°  14'  W.  From  this  day  to  the  26th  we  bad  hght  Yariabk 
winds,  and  heavy  falls  of  rain.  On  the  last-mentioned  date,  at  foar» 
P.  M.,  we  took  the  north-east  trade-winds,  in  lat.  10^  4'  N.,  long.  32® 
51'  W.  We  !io\v  had  a  fine  breeze  from  e«i8t-iHurth-ea6t  to  north* 
north-east,  and  lair  weather  for  ten  Uuys« 

July  4lA. — On  Saturday  we  celebrated  the  annivenaiy  of  our  na- 
tional independence  in  an  (q>propriate  manner,  by  diaplaymg  the  itaia 
nnd  atripea*  and  firing  a  national  salute  at  sonrise,  noon,  and  simset. 
Tlus  ceremony  was  rendered  the  more  interesting  by  its  being  henenth 
a  vertical  sun,  at  twelve,  M., — a  sun  of  glory,  that  threw  no 
shadow  on  tlie  scene.^  At  moment  tiie  sun^s  declination  and  our 
latitude  eoly  difiered  one  minute  and  thirty  seconda*  Temperauue  of 
the  air  95^  of  the  water  83*^.  Heaven  grant  thai  the  sun  of  oar 
nmkmal  gloiy  and  pfospertiy,  which  is  rapidly  aaeending  to  die  zenidif 
may  there  remain  vertical,  until  time  shall  be  no  more. 

Ju/y  7th, — OnTueHibn-,  the  7ib,  we  lost  the  north-east  trade-winds, 
in  lat.  31°  0'  N.,  long.  t>a'  H'  \V  .  We  now  comuiued  i^teecing  to  the 
north  and  weat,  with  variable  winda  and  oceaaional  fonl  wea&er,  for 
nearly  another  week,  when  the  cheering  cty  from  the  maauhead  of 
**Land,  lio !  land,  ho !  over  the  larboard  bow,**  announced  the  appear* 
ance  of  Mount  Miiehell,  or  the  highlands  of  Navesink,  and  many  anx- 
ious ho<>oms  throbbed  quick  in  response  to  the  welcome  cxy.  in  a 
biiort  time  after  we  were  boarded  by  a  pilot. 

-  Jult/  ink, — On  Tuesday,  at  four,  P.  M,,  we  arrived  at  the  Quaran- 
tine ground,  Statenjaland;  and  at  five,  P.      I  landed  at  WhitebaU, 

where  I  took  a  coach,  and  in  a  short  time  I  had  by  the  hand  my  wor- 
thy olil  friend  Cliristian  Bcrtrh,  Esq.,  who  greeted  inc  with  a  cordial 
"welcome  home,"  afTectionatcIy  inquiring  aP^r  !!ie  health  of  tnvself 
and  crew.  I3nt  not  a  question  would  he  ask,  not  a  word  would  he 
hear,  respecting  the  bucce^s  of  our  voyage,  or  on  business  of  any  de- 
aeription,  until  I  bad  embraced  toy  fiuuily,  who^  he  informed  me,  were 
in  good  healtlu  Thia  inatance  of  kindneaa  and  delicacy,  so  di0er- 
eni  from  the  general  conduct  of  mercenary  man,^  touched  me  aen^ 
aildv. 

^  While  I  was  conversinir  with  the  old  genfleman,  wc  were  joined  by 
hia  son,  Edwin  Bergb,  *•  a  son  ev  ery  way  woitiiy  of  such  a  hire.*'  llis 
greeting  waa  equally  cordial,  equally  delicate  with  (hat  of  his  excel- 
lent father ;  neither  of  them  wotdd  touch  upon  business  until  I  had 
discharged  duties  of  a  more  tender  cliaraeter*  On  taking  my  leave 
of  these  worthy  men,  1  was  met  by  their  copartner?  in  business,  Jacob 
"Westerfield  and  Robert  Carnley,  Esqrs.,  wlmse  recrpiion,  to  my  in- 
creased surprise,  was  exacdy  similar  to  that  of  the  iicrghs.  The 
pleaanre  of  aecing  me  returned  in  aafety,  they  said,  waa  a  theme  anfi> 
ctent  for  the  refnainder  of  that  day ;  lo-monow  would  be  time  enough 


Digitized  by  Googlc 


IKQUIKY  FOR  OQI>Eir. 


for  businrss.  They  iaquireci  afier  the  health  of  the  crew,  and  dropped 
several  maid y  tears  for  the  fate  of  young  Ogden,  one  of  tfaem  exefaum* 
iof,  **Ah!  wlioiliattt€Uiibwid(w«dmoibertliu!  HiftetMenfoo-^ 
*lwiU  bieak  their  hmriB  to  hear  the  dreadrul  iiftws." 

1  now  took  ray  leave,  and  in  a  few  minutes  more  held  a  dear  fonn 
in  my  arms  which  had  been  rendered  senseless  by  tlie  sudden  joy 
arisini^'  from  my  unexpected  appearance.  But  buch  revuLuMis  of  iia- 
ture  are  selduui  iiital. 


A  Sister's  Inquiry  for  her  Brotlicr— An  Evasive  Answer— The  Fatal  Tnath  dis- 
closed— A  Mourning  Family — Pious  Rcsignttton — A  Funrral  Scrmon^ — Dis- 
charge tlie  Cargo — Visit  Stonington — Preparations  for  another  Voyanc  in  the 
Antatetio  ■Domestic  Affairs— A  Vfitb  wsolftd  to  accompany  her  Husband — 
Vain  ExpostMtatMM  AifttittMits  pro  and  em— Ths  EmtoikaUw  ■  Ths  FUot 
diaausMd* 

Thus  far  all  had  been  pleasure  and  congratnlation.   Several  fiiends 

had  dropped  in  to  wish  us  joy,  and  welcome  my  returo.  Amons  the 
rest  a  beiuiufiU  young  lady,  who  h;'tl  lornicd  an  intimacy  with  my 
wife  during  my  absence,  made  her  appearanro.  Owing  to  the  agita- 
tion and  confusion  ever  attendant  j)n  such  joyful  occasions,  tlie  usual 
etiquette  of  a  formal  introductkm  was  foi^gotten  or  neglected,  and  my 
fair  Tisiier  opened  the  con  venation  without  eeremony,  her  eyes  spar- 
kling wifli  vivacity  and  pleasure  as  she  spoke. 

"  Oh,  Mr».  Morrell,  I  congratulate  you  with  all  my  Iicart.  Captain, 
I  am  no  glad  that  you  have  returned.  I  hear  liial  your  beauiifnl  new 
vessel  the  Antarctic  is  at  (quarantine.  I  suppose  site  will  be  detained 
some  tbne*  How  eooa  do  you  thiiik  she  wiU  be  upt— Or  will  your 
inen.be  allowed  to  cume  to  the  city  to  see  their  firiends  1  You  must 
let  my  biother  AViUiam  come  up,  if  it  is  only  for  one  night*  or  else  we 
shall  all  go  down  to  see  him,  and  board  yon  by  force  of  arras.  Your 
Antarctic,  with  all  her  guns,  rrvnnol  op]>osc  a  female  press-gang,  who 
have  so  strong  u  claim  on  one  of  your  crew.  We  must  have  Wil- 
liam.** 

William !   What  William    I  inquired*  as  a  very  unpleasant  sua- 
picion  flashed  across  my  mind.   **  We  have  several  fine  fellows  of  that  , 

name.    Which  of  them  do  you  claim,  miss 

"Why  my  brother,  to  be  sure,  William  OgJon,  ilio  It^!  man  you 
shipped,  the  very  day  before  you  sailed ;  he  gave  us  the  slip  at  a  few 
lioois*  notice,  for  which  I  mean  to  give  him  a  round  scolding,  after  I 


"Bsl  fteoUsctioa  whikpereil  yet  s  Joy 

*TWM  here  to  fire,  and  flrom  Uie  tnoe«  *be  start*. 
Piil!«  In  tUH  anus  lUaj  liiite  infuat  bOV, 
Love's  f>rw:iuuii  |i4e«)ge,  lUst  ciossr  btads  tXicix  uc&n*." 
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ti8T«  kiaMd  him,  and  am  certiin  that  be  is  quite  weU.  Jkad  t  hate 

got  good  ncwa  for  liim,  too." 

The  reader  will  easily  pprrrive  tiiat  I  now  found  myself  placed  in 
a  very  awkward,  iu  a  very  pauUul  situation.  Tu  dash  at  ouce  from 
tlie  lipif  of  tilts  amiable  girl  a  cup  overfiowiug  with  hope,  joy,  and 
alieetioii,  I  ooold  not  for  the  wealih  of  woilds;  the  worth  of  the  An- 
tanstie,  aod  all  her  TaluaUie  cargo,  would  not  have  bribed  me.  I  stole 
an  appealing  glanre  at  my  wife,  for  counsel  and  assistance ;  but  in- 
stantly read,  in  an  answering  glance,  that  I  must  depend  on  my  own 
resourc  es.  I  therefore  resolved  to  gain  time  by  evasion*  and  so  made 
the  following  reply  : 

,   <*WUliam  Qgden  !  There  is  no  man  of  that  name  on  board  of  the 

Antarctic.**  fi£e  now  looked  very  nuah  alarmed.  But  as  you  allude 
to  his  giving  you  the  blip,  and  shippini^  in  a  sudden,  unexpected  man- 
ner, it  is  highly  probable  that  he  ma}  have  entered  tmder  an  assumed 
name.  It  is  often  done  by  romantic  young  men,  you  know,  especially 
if  lliere  be  '  a  lady  in  the  case.'  ** 

An  aaeumed  name  r  repeated  the  affeetkmaCe  sister.  Why  should 
he  do  so  ?  And  yet  it  is  possible.  Indeed,  it  must  be  so ;  for  I  knov« 
we  all  know,  that  he  sailed  in  the  Antarctic ;  and  the  ver^'  night  before 
he  sailed  a  strange  band  of  music  r;uue  under  his  window,  and  p1av»'(l 
the  beautiful  air  of  *llonie,  sweet  huiiic,"  m  the  sweetest  style,  lie  told 
us,  tliat  ever  he  heard  it  performed  iu  his  life.  But  he  knew  not  who 
the  moaiciana  were,  nor  could  he  imagine  the  cause  of  their  paying 
him  the  compliment  of  so  pleasing  a  serenade.  They  repeated  it 
several  times,  he  said,  and  tne  effect  on  his  mind  was  sueh  as  almoet 
induced  him  to  relinquish  his  v,  iKI  resolution  of  going  to  sea.** 

**  Well,  Miss  Ogden,'*  I  replied,  with  as  much  firmness  as  I  could 
assume,  if  yoiur  brutiicr  be  on  board  the  Antarctic,  under  whatever 
name  he  may  haye  shipped,  you  shall  see  him  to-monow,  or  at  least 
hear  some  reasons  for  lus  non-attendance.  You  shall  not  be  kept  in 
suspense  an  hour  after  I  return  to  the  vessel.** 

With  this  assuranre  she  appeared  satisfied,  and  after  thanking  me, 
departed  wiili  a  ht  ;irt  as  light  as  gossamer,  or  the  down  of  a  thistle. 
I  now  consulted  with  my  wife  and  one  or  two  friends,  on  the  best 
mode  of  breaking  the  distressing  intelligence  to  the  now  happy  fuiDiiy. 
One  of  my  frieiMb,  much  better  quali&d  for  such  a  mournful  office 
than  myself,  volunteered  his  services  on  the  occasion.  I  did  not  at- 
tempt to  express  my  gratitude  to  him ;  but  I  felt  it :  and  if  he  should 
eliauce  to  oast  hin  vyv  upon  this  page,  let  liini  !)p  :i-snml  that  I  llnuik 
him  biiii,  lor  savnig  my  feelings  on  thai  occasion.  1  would  not  shrink 
Ifom  any  duty,  under  ordinary  circumstances;  but  the  reader  mu^t 
bear  in  ramd  that  I  had  yet  aeaieely  embraced  my  family,  after  a  long 
absence. 

My  friend  performed  bis  assumed  duly,  and  acquitted  liimself  on 
litis  occasion,  as  he  does  on  every  other,  in  the  best  po88il>lr  mnnner. 
The  shock  was  great ;  but  every  member  of  that  highly  n  i»pt  cuble 
and  very  amiable  family  had  been  taught  by  ailectiunate  and  pious 
poicDtslobevBaignedtothewillorPkovideiiee.  The  thric»bei«aved 
Md  widew0dBioiher«iJMioa«eaMoiithtlbll9irinf  day.aDd  thanM 
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me  for— I  baidl^rraiiembar whtt ;  ^  the  thonglii  I  Itad  been  kind  to  her 
poor  boy,  as  she  called  him.    She  assured  me  that  she  had  prayed  for 

smd  obtained  a  feeling  of  humble  resignation  to  \h\9  nfflirting  dispen- 
K.tiion ;  and  that  she  could  breathe  sincerely  iroiu  the  heart  the  ejaeu* 
laiion  of  »*  Thy  will  be  done.** 

On  the  following  Sabbath  •  funeral  sermoii  was  pnaelied  bj  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Seliaeffsrt  which  was  attendad  by  the  erew  of  the  Antaretie^ 
on  whose  weather-beaten  visages  glistened  OKiny  a  manly  tear. 

This  amiable  youn^  man  w:ts  born  in  \hp  rhy  of  New-York,  on  thr 
loth  of  November,  1807.  He  was  ethicatcd  in  his  native  city,  under 
tiie  charge  of  the  laie  Joseph  Nelson,  LL.D.,  and  received  the  first 
hencwrs  of  that  distmguiahed  sdmol.  At  the  age  of  sixfeen,  ebortly 
after  the  death  of  his  fother,  he  eiiieivd  upon  a  mereamile  prsfessiOM ; 
and  in  the  spring  previous  to  o«r  saiHng  for  Afriea*  he  commenced  the 
dry  fjoods  husiness,  and  his  success  was  every  way  equnl  to  his  own 
ajitjciputions,  or  tijc  wishes  of  liis  friends.  He  sudden iy  determined 
to  go  to  sea — so  suUdcoiy,  that  he  only  made  up  his  mind  tiie  day  be* 
fore  the  Antaretie  sailed.  He  iafonned  his  fifieiida  that  his  resehitioa 
was  itrevocably  fixed,  withoni  assigning  any  leassBOi  eaecpt  his  dssira 
to  explore  the  south  polar  regions.  During  oar  entwaid  passage,  and 
until  the  prriocl  of  his  (!r;ifh,  he  wrnte  home  by  every  o^porttmity.  T 
am  not  ui  libd  ty  lo  t  iUlt  into  paiui  ulars,  except  to  add,  that  two  fond, 
faithful,  virtuous  iieurtsi  iiad  been  auudcred  by  unnatural  influence.  I 
mm  at  liberty  to  add,  that  I  have  seldom  hewc  with  his  eqaal  for  mteg- 
rity,  uprightneea,  and  every  manly  virlne  which  adssna  the  hnmaa 
ch^iracter;  dmt  jbe  was  an  affectifMHite  aen,  and  a  kind  brother;  and 
that  he  never  caused  his  family  a  tear,  until  he  rmbnrked  on  this  (to 
tliem)  unfortunate  voyage.  His  death  has  occasioned  a  cha&m  in  their 
domestic  circle  which  can  never  be  filled. 

Independent  of  Uie  melancholy  circumstances  just  detailed,  every 
thing  eonspired  to  render  my  return  a  happy  one.  All  my  rslationsv 
friemls»  and  acquaintances  were  in  good  health,  and  eipressed  great 
joy  on  seeing  me.  One  of  my  sisters  had  happily  married  during 
iny  absence,  to  Mr.  Shcldrin  Tomlinson,  of  Connecticut,  a  very  wor- 
thy man.  Tiiis  w  ;is  my  sister  Abbv.  who  nfier  her  iniptials  received 
a  very  handsome  luarriage-portioii  (rum  die  hand  oi  Mrs.  Burrows, 
ilie  wifo  of  Sflas  E.  Borrows,  Esq^  the  generans  hcncfoetor  of  oor 
family,  al\er  the  awful  calamity  which  deprived  us  of  a  mother. 
The  reader  will  recollect  that  he  and  his  amiable  wife  took  my 
motherless  sisters  under  their  protection,  nnd  treated  them  with  nnex- 
wnpieU  tcn'Icrncss  and  benevolence.  I  know  their  retiring,  tmassumin^ 
character,  and  dare  not  hazard  tlie  expression  of  aU  I  feel  on  tins 
snhieet. 

Jufy  lA<A^-On  Wednesday,  the  16ih  of  July,  I  had  the  risasnw 
of  seeing  my  worthy  and  mwdi  esleeaMd  friend  Charles  L,  Livings- 
ton, Esq.,  who  received  mc  in  the  most  cordial  and  afiectionnto  man- 
11  r.  He  is  one  of  the  worthiest  men  of  which  The  state  of  Neiv- 
\  ork  can  boast ;  but  his  character  is  so  wcil  known,  .•>nd  so  highly 
appreciated  by  the  public,  tha^  it  needs  imH  the  feeble  eulogiuro  of  my 
pen.  rthia  gpiilimM,  with  ali  tha  otbapa  eotteeined  m  the  schaenaa 
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Ajittiselia,  npmMd  gns  artbfUMm  «t  dif  ncMnfiil  resilt  of  onr 

voyage,  and  were  pleased  to  speak  to  me  in  terms  of  high  approba- 
tion ;  was,  of  course,  very  crntcful  to  my  feelings.  Tlie  plea- 
sure of  k.iiuwin<{  tliat  we  have  faiiUlully  dischariied  our  duty  is  murh 
lieighieued  by  Uie  approbaiioa  of  our  employers.  1  now  laid  before 
them  my  faTourite  plan  of  jerkiog  beef  on  the  eoast  of  Afiieai  but 
ihey  all  declined  entering  into  the  speculation. 

During  this  week  we  finished  discharging  the  cargo  of  tlie  Antarc- 
tic, at  the  quarantine :  niid  in  a  iV  w  days  afterward,  that  elegant 
vessel  was  once  more  mooi  t  u  at  the  wharf  in  front  of  the  ship-yard 
where  she  was  built,  widi  ihe  rigging  taken  from  her  mast-heads. 
Here  I  took  my  leave  of  her  Sor  a  ehoit  time,  Ibr  the  purpose  of  pajr- 
ipg  a  vieU  to  my  firther,  eieler,  and  other  frienda  m  ConneetisaL 

Thia  etcunion  to  StonhigtoD  yielded  me  mmA  njofymeat. 
Every  one  was  well  and  happv.  and  the  plaf-e  improTintr  and  in- 
creasino;  in  wealth  and  imporf  iLin  e.  I  was  extremely  glad  to  learn 
I  *  that  the  i^pirii  of  patriotism  and  enterprise  which  has  ever  distin- 
guished the  inhabitants  of  this  place,  had  received  some  encourage- 
BMBi  ifem  govenmenty  in  appropriating  funds  Sat  eteeting  m  lightiiOM 
and  constmetiag  a  breakwater ;  and  thai  the  state  legisktnie  hod 
granted  them  a  charter  for  a  bank. 

I  united  wiih  them  in  celebrating  the  annivers  iry  ot  the  memorable 
bombardment  of  that  place,  whi^h  is  strictly  ohservrd,  nor  only  by 
**  the  sterner  sex,''  but  also  by  the  icmules  ui  every  age,  kom  the 
UooouDg  girl  to  the  tSiftaey  headed  flMtim.  AAer  attemBng  lo  this 
patriotic  festival,,  and  speoding  a  few  fvf  haiapy  dvyn  with  my  father 
and  sister,  I  took  my  leave  of  StoningtoOt  ma  returned  to  Now*YodL; 
where  I  found  that  my  friend  Captain  William  Skiddy,  commander 
and  part  owner  of  the  lIa\Tc  packet  Francis  tlie  First,  had  arrived 
during  my  ubseuce.  This  gentleman  was  one  oi  liie  owners  of  the 
AMuedo ;  and,  as  a  ship-maater  and  a  gentleman^  sustains  aaelsvaled 
nak  hi  the  estaniikm  of  the  eonrnnmity; 

On  caUug  ts  sea  my  venerable  finend  Bergb,  he  mformed  me  that 
it  was  the  unanimous  wisli  of  the  o\vnGrs  that  I  would  again  take 
( harj^e  of  the  Antarctic,  and  proceed  on  a  voyage  to  the  .South  8ea5 
aud  Pacilic  Ocean.  This  request  I  was  ready  to  comply  ^\  iili ;  ami 
entered  into  the  scheme  with  so  much  alacrity,  diat  by  tlie  laller  end 
•f  Jvly,  the  srJiooner  was  m  leadiDess  to  reoaive  her  atoias  aad  pio^ 
visioQi,  wilh  every  other  necessary  article ;  and  by  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember, we  once  more  found  ourselves^ready  for  sea ;  the  Antarctio 
lyiiiL^  lii  tlie  East  River,  abrea^^t  nf  r'afh''arino  market. 

la  tile  mean  time,  my  wife  had  informed  me,  that  during  my  latn 
absence  she  Imd  made  tjp  her  mind  to  accompany  me  on  my  next 
yayage,  be  it  to  whatever  saetion  of  the  globe  it  might,  even  to  the 
iey  MgioBs  of  die  amaieiie  ciivUw  60  mieh  had  ate  anflbred  bom, 
anxiety  of  mind  on  my  aceoimtr  dnrfng  Ihfl  httt  twelve  MflnriWj  that 
ahe  assured  me  she  could  not  survive*  another  such  scpnrntion. 

**Only  take  me  with  you,  Bi  ujamin,"  was  hor  ron'>tant  reply  to  all 
»jy  expostulations  against  the  measure,  "  and  I  will  pledge  myself  to 
lighten  your  cares*  inatead  of  adding  to  Uieir  weight,   I  am  willing  to 
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^r^ndiire  any  priTation — let  my  fare  be  that  of  the  mean^t  creature  on 
board,  and  I  shall  be  happy,  if  I  can  see  you  in  health  and  safely, 
Should  misfortune  be  your  ioi,  1  would  console  you ;  and  i  would  a 
thousand  times  rather  share  a  watery  graive  with  you^  than  to  sorfife 
alone,  dipfhred  of  my  only  friend  woA  pioteeior  against  the  wrongs 
and  inralts  of  an  imfeeling  worid.** 

T  then  rrprr<;rntcfl  to  hor,  in  stronij  colours,  the  iorcf*  of  ohjpctions 
from  huoiIk  r  (ju  irtcr.  If  wns  to  be  admitted  tlint  my  owners  and 
employers  Mwe  the  best  and  most  benevolent  oi  men.  Hut,  as  a 
general  pnnci|)Ie,  merchanis  would  never  willingly  consent  for  a  ship- 
master in  their  employ  to  be  accompanied,  on  a  long  voyage,  by 
wife.  Some  would  object  to  it  on  the  mean  aTaricioDa  apprehensions 
of  the  lady^s  food  abstracting  some  fif"  y  <V)ilars  from  the  net  profits  of 
the  voyage ;  otlicrs  were  fearful  that  the  husbnnd  would  neglect  his 
uautical  duties,  by  attendinc;  more  to  the  comlbris  of  his  wife  than 
to  the  interests  of  his  owners,  'i'o  all  these,  and  a  thousand  argu- 
aiMnts  of  equal  cogency,  she  had  ready  and  ptavsiUe  leplies. 
'  **  As  legards  the  cost  of  Ibod,**  she  replied,  uyonr  ownefs  shsll  not 
suffer  a  cent.  Water  costs  nothing,  bread  we  can  buy  ourselves ;  I 
want  no  better  fare,  if  I  can  only  l>o  with  you,  if  I  cnn  only  see  yoa 
once  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  kiiow  that  you  are  not  sh  K  ;  or  if  sick, 
that  I  cau  have  the  privilege  of  nursing  you,  aud  adnnmatcring  (o 
your  wants.  And  how  litUe  nrast  they  know  you,  Benjamin,  who 
conld  far  a  moment  suspect  that  you  could  neglect  your  doty  on  my 
account.  The  Antaretie  would  be  doubly  safe  whh  me  on  board ;  for 
yonr  care  and  watchfulness  over  her  safety  woul !  be  tenfold  increased 
lor  my  sake  You  woldd  know  that  your  wife  aud  tlie  vessel  must 
swim  or  sink  together.** 

I  will  not  fatigue  the  reader  with  aU  the  arguments  urged  aud 
lefiited  on  boili  sides;  bnt  will  merely  state  that  my  principal  objec- 
tion, next  to  anxiety  for  her  comfort  and  safety,  was  the  fear  of 
slnndrrous  tongues,  which  mi«,dit  injure  my  professional  character  as  jt 
ship-master,  by  representing  me  as  slndviiify  my  own  comfort  and 
pleasure,  instead  ot  the  pccuni;jrv  n(U  ant  iurs  of  those  wiio  intru«^fc(! 
me  with  the  vessel.  I  knew  that  1  iiad  enemies  who  would  seize 
npott  the  slisjhtest  freiext  to  lessen  me  in  the  estimation  of  merdiants, 
as  a  man  or  bnsmess.  To  this  she  replied,  that  while  eonscions  of 
doing  my  duty  to  God  and  man,  the  shafts  of  envy  could  never  harm 
me.  T  then  appealed  to  frmnlc  timiditv.  and  endrnvoiircil  io  ninrm 
her  terrors  by  piriurinj^  the  danL-f  is  of  the  ^cn  in  the  most  frighll'ul 
colours.  I  represented  the  chance  ot  bemg  sinpwrecked  on  an  island  of 
savages,  who  woald  maasacre  the  survivors  with  perhaps  the  exception 
of  heesslf,  reserved  for  a  still  mors  honrid  fate;  l^e  nasard  of  jbnn- 
dering  at  sea,  in  a  gale  of  wind,  and  the  crew  eompoUed  to  save  them- 
selves in  nn  open  boat,  in  the  midst  of  the  oeestt ;  together  with  many 
other  dangcr>  of  a  like  nature. 

»  In  this  oppubiiion  to  the  fondest  wish  of  her  Iteart,  I  was  ably  sup- 
ported by  her  parents,  brothers,  sisters,  and  friei^s ;  also  bv  my  uncles 
Cs]NamB  Thomas  and  Denasen  Wood,  with  Mr  whres  snd  dsngfatersv 
»y  sisters,  snd  many  respeetaUe  friends  and  aeqaaiBianeea,  who  all 
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iBhad  itt  «Bte«ioariiig  to  4i8fMd«  oqr  wife  fiom  iMT 

cmpvafimg  me  on  this  kw  and  perilous  voyage.  They  wmtmtA 

the  subject  morning,  noon,  and  night,  but  nil  to  no  purpose.  She  was 
stUl  determined  to  iro  with  me,  wherever  I  went,  unless  I  perempto- 
rily and  absolutely  l(n  bade  her ;  the  consrquenne  of  which  she  said 
would  be,  that  she  should  never  more  see  me,  feeling  ii  unpo3Sible  ta 
suivhre  anUl  I  tetimied. 

For  ifae  week  before  I  gave  niy  final  consent,  the  could  neidM* 
sleep  nor  eat;  but  bathed  her  pillow  with  tears  at  night,  ami  drooped- 
all  day  like  a  fading  lily.  I  now  becamr  nlarmed  for  her  health  ;  it 
evidently  app(  ai  ing  that  my  furilier  oppos^iuou  to  her  wishes  would  be 
iaiui  to  her  happiness,  if  not  to  her  Ufe.^  I  therefore  told  her,  only 
two  days  before  «o  safledy  that  1  would  vield  to  her  wisheii  k  ah» 
wonld  a^wo  to  the  leatiietiotui  that  had  been  pointed  oat:  viz.  that 
die  must  expeet  no  attentions  from  me  when  duty  called  me  on  deck;, 
that  she  must  never  blam^>  me,  if  things  were  not  agreeable  or  plea- 
sant, at  all  times,  during  the  voyage;  and  that  she  must  not  expect 
that  there  would  be  any  cxiru  living  on  board  the  Antarctic  on  her 
account.  She  threw  hetsdf  on  niy  boeom,  and  for  aome  moinenin 
eooU  oiily  thank  me  with  her  tears.  At  length  she  feebly  artieQ- 
lated,  **  You  shall  aee,  Benjamui — you  shall  see." 

From  thb  moment  her  health  brgaii  to  improve;  wliile  her  pallid, 
death-like  conntenance  changed  uiio  ihe  picture  of  hapmness,  and 
soon  exhibited  the  bloom  of  the  rose.  All  her  former  cheerfulneaa 
aud  vivacity  returned ;  and  when  I  chanoed  to  be  present  when  she 
was  bosily  engaged  in  making  her  preparations  for  the  Toyage,  aho 
wodd  often  repeat  the  exdamatioo.  **■  Oh«  Benjanun,  how  happy  yoa 

have  mride  me !" 

The  various  srpnes  of  final  leave-taking  I  shall  leave  to  die  reader's 
iinagmaiioii ;  iur  i  fear  that  I  have  alre^y  trespassed  too  much  on 
his  patience  with  matters  that  mereljr  concern  myself-Hsubjeets  sel* 
dom  huerworen  with  the  coarse  fabnc  of  a  seaman^s  jonntaL  But 
though  ••Colombians  tars  have  hearts  of  oak,**  they  aometimea  softens 
in  the  warm  rays  of  aflection. 

It  was  on  AVednesday,  t!ie  second  day  of  September,  1829,  at 
eleven,  A.  M.,  lluit  I  handed  my  wife  on  to  tiie  deck  of  the  Antarctic, 
which  was  just  geiiijig  under  way,  with  the  pilot  on  board.  We 
were  attended  by  several  of  our  firiends,  who  proposed  acoompanying 
us  to  Sandy  I^>ok,  and  retummg  in  the  pilot-boat :  viz.  my  worthy  friend 
Mr.  Edwin  Bergh,  and  his  father-in-law  Mr.  Geer,  Captain  Mitchell, 
Mr.  Bogert,  ATr.  eler,  and  Mr.  John  Wood,  the  son  of  my  uncle 
Captain  Thomas  \V  ood.  ^ 

At  one,  P.  M.,  we  passed  the  Battery,  with  a  moderate  breeze  fiouk 
Ihe  aooth-west,  and  fair  weather.  At  lire,  P.  M.,  my  fiiends  aU«iok 
their  Iravoi  and  after  wishing  us  a  prosperous  voyage  and  a  ^afe 
return,  they  went  on  board  the  pilot-boat  Thomas  H.  Smith,  of  New- 
York.  Before  they  squared  au  ay  lor  the  city,  however,  they  g*]^^!^ 
us  with  three  hearty  cheers;  wluch  were  duly  honoured  by  ournobl* 
tars,  witii  six  loud  and  anhnating  responses. 

It  may  um  bo  improper  m  thmj^laiee  to  fenark»  ihat  the  Antsretie^ 
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on  this  occasion,  though  amply  aiul  liberally  supplied  with  every  thing 
necessary  for  a  !on^  vovago,  had  no  ardent  spirits  on  hwwd;  as  I  was 
^fetcaniiiied  tu  test  tiie  c^ue^^uou  of  ilic  practicabiUty  of  such  a  measure. 
Im  happy  in  hating  tlin  opportunity  of  bearing  pobliatMtlBKiiiy  to 
the  AuBt,  that  tiie  experiment  was  in  arojr  respect  succasrfiil;  ao  that 
ftom  my  representation  of  the  result,  several  other  ship-masiers  have 
adopter!  the  same  plan,  with  tlic  like  happy  cflccis.  I  am  so  perfectly 
saiislii  (I  of  the  advantages  ansifig  from  this  system,  not  only  to  the 
health,  morals,  aud  pecuniary  mterest  of  the  crew,  but  al&o  lo  the 
nattar  and  ownart,  a  more  faithlid  disehafgo  of  dfi^»  that  I  ahaU 
alried^  adhere  to  it  in  all  my  future  voyages.  Its  advantage  to  the 
seamen  is  obvious ;  as  ii&tead  of  their  usual  allowance  of  grog,  they 
receive  an  equivalent  in  cash,  which,  p.t  the  termination  of  a  two 
years'  voyage,  must  amount  to  a  handsome  aum.  Two  or  three 
years'  abstinence  will  cure  this  disease  of  a  vitiated  appetite  iu  ahno»L 
aaypenon,  even  if  he  be  a  veteran  in  die  ranka  ofintefli^Mnoce ; 
and  I  ailieetely  believe  that  those  ehip-mastera  vfbo  have  adopted  my 
plan  of  commuting  with  their  crew  for  ardent  spirits  are  doing  more 
for  the  raiise  of  temperance  than  any  otiier  set  of  men.  May  heaven 
prosper  till'  (Muleavoiini  of  every  one  engaged  in  this  glorious  cause  ; 
for  he,  or  &he,  that  is  instrumentai  m  arresting  one  sohiary  humaji 
heing  in  Ae  downwafd  eemao  of  imenpcmieer  and  leinatiaiag  him 
In  the  path  of  sobriety  and  fiMie^  any  be  emphaiieally  tamed  the 
hcnefteiorof  nankiiul  * 
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TO  TBS 

NORTH  AND  SOUTH  PACIFIC,  INDIAN 

OCEAN,  &C. 


GUAFTEft  I. 

Dej^iaic  of  the  Antaiciio^Good  Qualitiec  of  thfl  Schooner — The  CauLiui/s 
Wife  on  boaid — ^BeaaiiM  of  a  dying  Dolphin — Sadden  Death  of  Francis  Pat- 
terson— Arrive  at  Boii?iv!st?i — Arrive  at  Porto  Praya — Steer  for  the  South — The 
Crew  uBsailed  by  Fever — The  Tiady  sulTering  under  the  same  Uiaeanc — Ihs- 
tiwsing  Situation  of  the  Antarctic — Death  of  Mr.  Geery — Death  of  Mr.  Spfai> 
ney — The  Prospect  darkens — A  Wife's  dying  Reqaeflt  to  her  Husband — A  Dawn 
of  Hope — The  Sick  begin  to  recovei — ^Axzive  at  Tostan  d'Aconha,  and  procuro 
nHIIMOOMOtS* 

Asllic  objects  of  litis  vojrage  will  be  fully  developed  in  thr  course 
of  the  narrative,  it  will  not  he  necessary  to  detain  the  reader  by  aiiy 
premature  conuueius  ou  tlie  subject.  If  he  have  patience^  to  peruse 
the  following  pages,  he  will  be  master  of  the  whole  Becret,  He  will 
alio  learn  in  the  sequel,  that  dioagh  the  enterprise  profed  a  total  faOoret 
so  far  as  respects  the  pecnniaiy  mtereets  of  the  parties  concerned,  mote 
especially  my  o^m,  the  cause  of  science  has  been  esscDiially  promoted 
by  71CW  discoveries  of  a  mo^st  interesting  description,  both  in  a  com- 
mercial and  muial  puiiil  of  view.  But  this  is  not  all ;  he  will  become 
convinced,  that  through  the  means  of  these  discoreries  I  coidd,  with 
only  a  moderate  share  of  patronage,  either  from  the  United  States  gov« 
einraent,  or  a  private  company  of  enierprisuig  capitalists,  open  a  new 
aventie  of  traclc,  more  lucrative  than  any  which  otir  country  has  ever 
yet  enjoyed ;  and  further,  that  it  would  be  in  my  power,  and  mute  alonr^ 
to  seciure  its  monopoly  for  nnv  Lcrm  I  pleased.    But  T  will  not  anlici- 

gte;  hairing  merely  miimated  thus  much  as  an  additional  inducement 
rthe  reader  to  aeoompanv  me  tfanm|^  die  following  pages. 
Ko  vessel,  perhaps,  could  be  better  adi4)ted  to  meet  snocessfully  the 
contingencies  of  such  a  voyage  than  the  schooner  Antarctic,  of  which  I 
had  just  rcsiuiied  the  command  ;  this  being  only  her  second  essay  since 
hhe  was  first  launched  from  ilic  ship-yard  of  her  experien<  rd  and  accom- 
plished builder.  Christian  Bergh,  Esq.,  in  1826.  la  my  lormer  voyago 
on  the  Afiiesn  coast,  I  had  tried  this  vessel  effectnally,  in  every  positkm 
■nd  attoaiioiiv  to  my  entire  satisfiustion.  She  was  veiy  sharp-boilt,  of  one 
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hundred  and  8e?tBty4wo  tOMi  constmcted  of  the  best  materiab*  HBd 

finislied  in  a  superior  manner,  witli  ^vhich  lier  rigging  and  equipments 
corresponded.  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  adding,  thai  a  finer  vessel  of  Jier 
class  never  ploughed  the  ocean.  I  think  she  would  outsail  any  vessel 
belonging  to  the  port  of  New- York,  on  a  wind,  in  rough  weather,  or  in 
tuning  to  windward. 

At  her  carneat  and  unceaaiog  solicitation  I  was  accompanied  hymj 
'  wife,  on  this  long,  perilous,  and  in  many  respects  disastrous  voyage, 
having  previously  committed  our  liiilc  boy  to  the  protecting  care  of  his 
afTcctionate  grand-parents.  We  embarked  on  Wednesday,  the  2d  day 
of  September,  1829,  at  11,  A.  M.,  and  took  our  departure  from  Sandy 
Hook  light  at  about  7  o*c1oek,  the  same  evening — the  light  bearing  weaU 
aoitb'Weat,  distant  three  leagues.  We  steered  to  the  southeast,  with 
a  moderate  breeze  from  south-west,  and  iair  weather,  lunniikg  past 
<every  thing  standing  in  the  same  direction. 

Sept.  Ath. — On  Friday,  the  4ih,  we  were  in  lat.  38°  57'  north,  long. 
66^  44'  west ;  and  continued  our  passage  to  the  eastward,  with  con- 
tiaiy  winds  a  great  part  of  die  time,  for  moie  than  three  weelca.  Our 
first  point  of  destination  was  Bonavi8ta,one  of  the  Cape  Veid  Handti 
where  we  were  to  touch  for  salt, 

Sept.  28f/<. — On  Friday,  the  28th,  we  took  the  norlh-east  trade- 
winds,  ia  lat.  32^  17'  north,  long.  26^  11  west,  wind  from  north-east- 
by-north,  and  fair  weather.  We  continued  on  our  passage  with  a  fine 
breeze,  occasionally  seeing  sperm-whales,  porpoises,  dolphins,  skip- 
jacks, sharks,  and  pilot-fish.  We  caught  several  poi^MAsea  and  sk^ 
jacks,  and  one  large  sliark  ;  thus  giving  the  lady  an  opportunity  of  con* 
templating  these  tenants  of  the  mighty  deep,  when  drawn  from  their 
native  element.  The  sliark  was  of  formidable  dimensions,  measuring 
fourteen  fe'el  in  length,  liui  the  spectacle  in  which  she  evinced  the 
jnost  thrilling  interest  was  that  of  a  dying  dolphin,  when  writhing  in 
the  last  agonies,  while  his  scales  reflected  all  the  richest  tints  of  the 
rainbow.  Though  familiar  with  Falconer*s  beautifid  description,  she 
thou  uht  the  reality  even  more  beautiful  than  that  accomplished  seaman'a 
jpoetry, 

"  What  radiant  elmnfCB  etnkc  (he  niitonishcd  wcbl ! 
What  glowinj;  hues  of  mingled  nbade  and  UgM! 
Not  equal  beauttoi  fiidltM  loekl  weai. 
With  parting  bMowall  o'er  praAiMly  drtsM. 
Not  lovelter  eohmn  piiiit  tbt  vernal  dawn, 
WteB  orteot  d««n  taqMarltte  tnaaaeUad  town. 
Than  IhMB  bia  iudf«  in  briglit  aaAiBion  flow, 
Tint  nevr  wfib  gold  impemi  Mm  to  glow ; 
Now  in  pallnrid  aanilUrn  meet  tba  new, 
And  nniilaiathe  aoft  relratial  ha«; 
Nowbeaa  a  flaming  crimson  toiUc  ere ; 
And  now  aararoe  the  purplc'a  deeper  die." 

Sept.  30/7i. — On  Wednesday,  the  30th,  one  of  our  oldest  and  most 
experienced  scaincn  was  seized  with  an  apopleclie  fit,  and  expired  at 
2,  P.  M.,  aged  sixty-five  years.  Tlis  name  was  Francis  Patterson,  an 
Englishman  by  birth ;  a  veteran  tar,  who  had  followed  the  seas  for 
fifty-five  ^'cars,  and  had  been  in  many  of  the  naval  engagements  of 
Creat  Bntaio.  He  was  as  tant  and  as  honourable  a  aeaisan  as  ever 
IMit  two  ends  of  a  rope  together;  a  fine  sperimen  of  British  tan  oT 
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the  Dibdm  scliool.  Al  hia  own  dying  request,  he  was  buried  arrording 
4o  the  customs  ot  Uie  British  navy  ;  and  his  loss  was  sincerely  felt  and 
lamented  by  every  sold  onboard. 

0a,  5th, — ^We  anrived  alBoiiAViBta  on  Monday,  the  5ili  duyof  Oc« 
tober;  and  at  6,  A.  M.,  came  to  anchor  in  Enj^lish  Koads,  in  three 
futhoms  of  water,  sandy  boMom.  mixed  wiiii  coral.  This  island  isorte 
of  Uie  Cape  Verds,  for  a  description  of  which  the  reader  is  referred  to 
the  first  and  second  chapters  of  luy  Third  Voyage.  At  7,  A.  M.,  I  went 
on  shore  to  seo  my  old  friend  Don  Marlines,  who  inlonned  me  thnt 
we  could  not  have  any  salt  until'  Wednesday,  the  7th,  wlien  we  oom- 
menced  taking  on  board  eleven  hundred  bushels. 

Oct.  9th, — On  Friday,  the  9ih,  at  7,  P.  M.,  wc  got  under  ivay.  ajul 
■strrrcfl  for  St.  Jago,  where  we  arrived  on  the  lOlli,  and  carae  to  anclnir 
at  i'orto  Pray  a,  ai6,  A.  M.,  m  iuur  fathoms  of  water,  sandy  bottom.  I 
immedUttely  called  on  Mr*  MerriU,  the  United  Statea*  consul,  whom  I 
found  to  be  aiek»  having  been  oonfined  lo  his  room  for  about  three 
moDths,  with  inlennittem  fever  and  ague,  a  disease  which  was  then  pre- 
vailing at  Ronnvista,  though  not  many  cases  had  occurred  in  Porlr> 
Praya.  Tiiough  not  able  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  this  geii- 
ileman  rendered  me  every  assistance  in  liis  power ;  as  did  also  Mr, 
Gardner,  an  American  merchant,  who  ia  the  son-io-lawof  Don  Martt- 
Aes.  Thn  gentleman  is  always  very  active  in  aaaialmg  Americans 
who  touch  at  this  port  for  fefreahments,  and  will  neveraocept  any  com- 
pensation for  his  trouble. 

Orf,  1 1  th. — Having  replenished  onr  water-casks,  and  taken  on  board 
a  large  supply  o4  live-stock,  fruit,  and  vegetables,  we  once  more  got 
under  way,  on  Sunday,  the  11th  of  October,  at  7,  P.  Bl,  and  steered 
to  the  aonUi,  with  a  light  bneae  from  north-east-by-east,  and  &ir 
weather. 

Oct.  12/A.— On  Monday,  the  12th,  we  lost  the  north-east  trade- 
winds,  in  hL  10^  40'  north,  long.  22°  30'  west.  For  several  days  fol- 
lowing our  progress  m  -  retarded  bv  s^!<*rcssive  or  continued  calms, 
with  very  light  variable  airs,  attended  w  ah  heavy  falls  of  rain. 

Oct.  This  weather  contmned  until  we  crossed  die  equator* 
which  waa  on  Saturday,  the  24lh,  in  long.  22°  45'  west ;  and  on  the 
following  day  we  took  the  south-east  trade-winds,  from  south-east-by- 
soulh,  and  fair  weather.  On  tlve  same  day  eight  of  the  crew  wera 
taken  Bick  with  the  inlennittent  fever ;  and  on  tlie  26tli  the  officers  and 
joy  vnie  were  taken  down  with  the  same  disease. 

OeL  On  Wednesday,  the  28th,  eleven  men  and  my  wiCs 

were  all  lying,  as  I  thotu^  at  the  point  of  deadi.  My  situation  was 
now  truly  dcpiocaUe  and  appalling;  onboard  of  a  vessel,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  ocean,  expecting  evfrv  inoinrnl  to  see  tlie  rest  of  the  crew 
reduced  to  the  same  Itelpless  condition  \vui\  their  comrades,  and  the 
gallant  little  Antarctic  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  waves,  with- 
out a  hand  to  guide  the  helm  or  to  tend  the  braces,  and  keep  the  sails 
4riromed  to  the  breern.  The  prospect  was  gloomy  in  the  extieme. 
And  then  the  patient  sofferiag  ang^  in  the  cabin,  far  removed  froin 
the  rc:i(  h  of  a  mnthrr's  or  n  Histfr's  sympathy,  and  all  those  deiicatO 
offices  of  affection  which  a  female  hand  is  best  fitted  to  perform. 
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Had  abe  not  been  on  hoard  T  should  oenainly  haveoomc  up  for  the 
llrf>i  port  under  our  lec,  as  1  moinentariiy  exported  tiiat  every  man 
would  be  taken  down  with  the  same  fever,  iiui  1  reflected  that  some 
ilaiuleNMis  tongues  might  «t&ibiite  mh  a  detbtkmirom  my  regular 
eoanefoleijtotiM&ctefiny  viMbeio^oobocrd,  That  idea  I  could 
bo:  titinely  endure;  optetalfy  if  any  untoward  accident  shcnild  be  the 
result  of  <\]i-h  i\  rr\f*r\mro.  Thus  was  I  beset  u*ith  iliffieultie^i  on  every 
sifle;  ditiii  ulties  whi'  h  (hose  heroes  ol'  the  <frnwinL^-room  wbo  WOflid 
be  the  most  liberal  m  iheir  censures  cotiid  not  appreciate. 

•*Nbf  pflrifh  aK  tot!*  I  wilMnd  with  hineness,  aa  I  gloomily 
paced  the  dedc  at  midBii^.  **  I  wSH  nefar  aubjeet  asjaalf  to  the  un* 
feeling  sareaana  af  ikixmt  carpet-knights,  on  whose  delicate  frames  the 
winds  of  heaven  are  not  permitted  to  blow  too  roughly,  l^et  thera  loU 
on  tlieir  parlour  sofas,  or  sport  on  llie  dowiiy  beds  of  luxnr\' :  I  w\\\ 
pursue  the  direct  path  of  duty,  and  Iwe  the  result  to  an  ail-wii»e  and 
ofamding  PhwriJanoe.  Hit  wmd  can  atay  the  pestilanea,  if  aaeh  ba 
hia  graeious  purpose.  If  not,  we  are  in  his  handst  imd  lei  hia  holy 
will  be  done.**  The  soothing  influence  of  this  last  reflecttim  calmed 
my  agitations,  and  encouraged  me  to  pf  r«pvprc  in  my  arduous  duties. 

I  niomomarily  expeciod  10  be  takeu  down  mygclf;  ii  ii  t  with  the 
fever,  by  fatigue  and  watehuduess,  in  nursing  the  sick  and  navigating 
the  vaaaal,  bSng  eenatantly  in  niotioii,  and  aeareely  Mi  to  inateh  a 
nMMBant'a  lepoaa  or  a  momifttl  of  necessaiy  aourishmenL  The  aea* 
men  who  were  still  able  to  perform  thcur  duty  on  deck  were  unwijliof 
10  attend  fo  ilicir  dying  Bhipmatfvi,  believing  the  disease  to  be  ronta- 
iiioufi  :  wliirh  was  not  the  case,  or  I  should  rerlainly  have  taken  it 
myself,  as  I  was  day  and  night  administering  to  the  wants  of  the  8uf> 
favan,  and  narsing  by  turn  Stt  cffioeia  and  my  languishing  but  unoom- 
plaining  wife.  I  am  eertain  that  I  did  not  average  more  than  two  faotna* 
sleep  out  of  the  twenty-four ;  and  even  this  sleep  was  not  teat,  Ibr  the 
anxif^T  of  my'mind  rendered  it  any  tiling  but  refreshing. 

Orf.'JOth. — On  Friday,  the  30th,  Mr.  Scott,  my  third  ofhccr,  ap- 
peared  to  be  dying,  as  tlie  blood  had  stilled  under  his  toe-nails,  and  liis 
legs  bad  become  cold  above  hib  kiM^es.  I  therefore  tO(di  him  on  deck, 
and  oonmenoed  badbmg  hIa  Umha  with  waim  vinegar,  and  fobbing  them 
with  hot  flaaael  ateeped  in  the  same,  tmtll  by  vigorous  exertion,  and 
long  perseverance,  the  circulation  of  \hv  stagnant  blood  waa  again  re* 
stored;  when  I  replacc<l  lun^  iu  his  berth  below. 

Orf.  iilsf, — On  the  foliowiug  day  mv  first  officer,  Mr.  Mosf^^  Hunt, 
told  ine  that  he  felt  himself  to  be  near  his  end,  and  requebted  to  be 
taken  on  deek,  that  fab  btother-offioen  might  not  aafler  the  ahook  of 
witneaaing  fab  last  agonies.  I  complied  w&  hia  request,  at  the  same 
tim^  suggesting  that  his  situation  might  not  be  so  critical  as  he  ima- 
gined ;  but  that  hot  vinegar  with  rapid  frirtion  nij.'ht  revive  him,  as  it 
had  Mr.  Scott.  This  experiment  was  inmuMliatrly  adopted  with  unre- 
mitting perseverance.  I  observed  tliut  the  blood  had  b^;wi  to  settle 
onder  his  nails,  that  his  extremitiea  were  diaathlifca  eoldi  and  that  thera 
waa  learcely  any  perceptible  aMitioii  in  hia  poke*  The  theimaoieier 
DOW  stood  at       in  the  draoght  of  the  ceni|Minion. 

**lt  ia  in  VBia»  oapuiB»*'  aaid  ha»  taks^  ma  by  the  hand,  wbUe  hia 
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own  was  cold  and  clammy;  "it  h  of  no  use — my  life-lines  are 
stranded — God  bless  you,  my  dear  sir— you  are  the  sailor's  triend — a 
lather  io  those  under  your  command — ^Ueavca  wiU  bless  you."  I  told 
him  I  hoped  he  fek  ratigaed  lo  the  wili  of  Pnindence,  and  was  pre- 
pared kr  the  dmige  which  he  tbongfat  to  Miiy  eweited  hhn.  Htf 
answeted  thift  he  believed  he  was ;  and  iben  folded  hia  haadBi  and 
raising  his  eyr^  n^oft,  was  for  some  timo  eno^ped  iti  silent  prayer.  Jit 
the  s:ime  lime  1  breathed  a  len'ent  pel  it  ion  to  He;iven.  that  I  miErht  not 
be  thus  deprived  of -this  my  chief  dependence,  my  able  couuseiior  aud 
well  tried  frieud,  under  my  present  troubles  and  diHicuIiies. 

DniiRgaUtfautiaMOwreaerlieaain  attenpting  te  raaim  Ae  emsn* 
latioD  of  blood  in  his  limba  were  not  relaxed,  but  cont'mued  with  jB> 
creased  ardour ;  by  continual  friction,  and  bathing  with  hot  vinegary 
these  exertions  were  at  length  rewarded  ^vhh  success;  when,  to  our 
unspe^^kahle  jov,  we  once  more  leli  his  beating  pulse,  which  began  to 
tell  with  accek'raung  force,  and  the  blood  at  length  resumed  its  usual 
QOBtM  duough  his  limbt.  Befcte  night  we  took  him  b^w,  aad 
tertaiaed  great  hopes  of  his  final  recoveiy. 

Mj  wife  Mras  at  this  time  so  low  that  I  dared  not  mdulge  the  ha|ie 
of  her  ever  hcin^  restored  to  health,  or  of  even  sun'iring'  another  revo- 
lution ol  twenty-lour  hours.  She  still  retained  her  senses,  however; 
and  several  times  a  day  would  send  iier  brother  forward,  with  sweet- 
meats, jellies,  cakes,  and  other  little  delicacies,  for  the  sick  sailors  in 
the  forecastle ;  saying,  with  a  voiee  enfeebled  by  disease  and  panif 
"Poor  men!  how  mudi  ihry  must  suffer  for  the  want  of  some  utde 
thing  that  is  p;datal)le  and  nourishing."  Although  slie  could  not  turn 
herself  in  the  bed,  she  would  give  directions  to  her  brother  how  to  make 
wine  san<;arce  and  lemonade,  nnd  send  him  forwanl  with  it,  at  least  a 
dozen  times  a  day,  lo  the  sick  seamen,  with  orders  to  them  i£  they 
warned  it  more  fraqnenUy  to  send  their  shipmates  aft,  and  they  should 
hafe  it. 

November  I  si. — On  Saudof,  the  1st  of  Noveinber,  the  forer  still 

raged  with  unreleniifis:  severity.  Several  of  the  crew  appeared  to  be 
dying;  but  were  revived  by  blisters,  friction,  atid  batliing  whh  hot 
vinegar.  Mr.  Scott,  tlic  third  ofhuer,  had  again  become  worse,  so 
that  his  tongue  had  turned  black,  and  his  pulse  had  nearly  ceased  to 
beat  for  more  than  two  hours.  But  by  a  very  large  blister  on  the  pit 
of  lus  stomach,  and  frequent  bathings  with  vinegar,  with  hot  apfdica- 
tions  constantly  at  his  fedt,  we  once  more  raised  Ini  pttboiand  sesioned 
the  circulation  of  the  blood  in  hi'^  limbs. 

Niivembii  — ^Tiiia  mode  ot  treatment,  however,  wns  not  always 
to  be  successful.  On  the  foiiowmg  day,  which  was  Monday,  the  Ski 
of  Nofember,  I  was  called  to  witness  the  closing  scene  of  life's  litde 
drama  m  the  person  of  lir.  Samnel  Oeeiy,  sen  ef  James  Qeety»  Be^ 
merchant,  m  the  city  of  NiswYnfct  nt  the  eaily  and  pionisuig  age  fif 
twcmy-two.  Thin  was  ;i  voung  man  who  promised  to  become  a  first- 
rate  navigator,  havinc:  ( ncry  necessary  qualification  for  rising  to  the 
head  of  tlic  profession;  add  to  thi&,  for  his  private  Mrtues  1  loved  him 
like  a  younger  brothec.   The  reader  wili  easily  conceive  tliat  it  was 
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m  INoaful  trial  for  me  to  lose  faia  fiieadtlup  and  MVfioes  at  this  aflUcl* 

lag  period.    God*8  will  be  done. 

A  little  before  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  as  1  had  jiisi  been  success- 
fully employed  in  relieving  Mr.  Hunt  from  a  fainting  lit,  I  was  railed 
io  Mr.  Geery,  who  lor  some  tuue  had  been  lying  very  low,  but  always 
patient,  ealm,  and  resigned.  At  I  approached  mm,  he  readied  out  a 
Kand  to  me,  uoir  much  enfeebled  by  disease,  but  which  had  eter  been 
aenred  in  the  cause  of  justice,  and  open  in  that  of  honnnity. 

*' My  dear  frirnd,"  siif!  lie,  "I  am  going — and  '^oing  happy,  and 
perfectly  resigned  to  tiic  ^\  ill  of  God:  I  shall  one  day  meet  vou 
in  heaven,  together  wttii  niy  lather  and  mother,  and  others  who 
lore  me." 

The  moment  I  took  his  eold  danmiyhaad,!  waa  eonmeed  thai  he 
vaa  aiivek  with  death  $  the  blood  being  settled  under  his  nails,  and 

there  bein^  little  orno  perceptible  motion  in  his  pulse.  I  immediately 
applied  the  warm  vinegar  batli,  but  he  told  mr  that  it  would  be  of  no 
use,  because  God  wanted  him  in  the  other  world.  1  asked  him  if  he 
was  ready  and  willing  to  die.  Herephed  that  it  would  be  the  happiest 
moment  of  his  brief  existence;  for  he  longed  to  leare  this  world,  and 
be  with  our  blessed  8aviour.  "The  angels,*'  said  he,  *' are  now 
hovering  over  the  vessel,  waiting  for  my  departing  spirit,  to  take  it  to 
the  God  that  gave  it."  T  cannot  reeollccl  all  he  uttered  on  the  sub- 
ject of  his  approarhimjr  dissolution;  but  it  was  such  lan^Tuajre  as  im- 
pressed me  with  a  iuil  conviction  of  the  sincerity  of  his  piety  and 
reli|ions  faith. 

He  retained  the  full  exercise  of  his  int^ectaal  faedties  to  the 
last  moment ;  and  requested  me  to  assure  his  parents,  bnilherB,8isteni« 

and  friends  that  he  knew  Jesus  had  prrparcd  a  place  for  him  in  heaven, 
where  he  hoped  to  meet  them  all  ni  liis  own  «jood  time.  He  thea 
gave  me  his  hand  ao-nin.  saying  he  had  but  a  minute  or  two  longer  tix 
slay ;  but  ins  d\in^  prayer  wa«  that  the  Lord  would  bless  me,  because 
I  was  a  friend  to  seamen,  and  had  shown  kindness  to  him  and  all  his 
shipmates  during  their  sickness.  *'I  conu-,  Lord  Jesus  !"  were  the 
last  words  that  he  spoke ;  when  he  straightened  out  his  lower  limbs, 
folded  his  arms  across  his  brrnst,  closed  his  mouth  and  eyes,  and 
thus  decently  composed  himscli  io  his  final  sleept  with  a  placid  smiie 
on  his  countenance,  and  without  a  struggle. 

•  Thus  died,  in  the  very  morning  of  life,  as  amiable  a  youth  as  ever 
^guided  the  helm  or  trimmed  the  aails  of  a  Tesael.  Quick,  penetrating', 
intc^igent,  and  wise  for  his  years— brave  and  collected  in  danger — 
gentle,  affable,  kind,  and  affectionate,  under  all  circumstances.  The 
precepts  of  rhri^tianity  having  been  enrlv  instilled  into  liis  tender 
mind  by  pion^  }iar< nts  and  teachers,  ho  loi)ked  lo  Heaven  with  grati- 
tude for  the  blessings  he  had  enjoyed,  and  witli  iiupe  for  others  in  per- 
spective* He  died  ^Ihe  dmtth  of  the  righteous,  and  his  last  end  was 
indeed  like  bis.'*  He  dcpaned  this  life  on  the  8d  dajr  of  Nofonber, 
ld20,ateleTen,P.BI.,inlaft.80'»afKS.,hw9.81<'4rW«  The  heat 
of  the  weather  rendered  it  necessary  to  hnry  him  soon ;  wc  therefore 
the  next  mornin*?,  at  fleven,  A.  M.,  rommilfed  his  body  to  the  dSC^ 
with  the  usual  ^oiemuities  practised  on  such  occasions* 
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I  kept  the  death  of  Mr.  Geery  a  secret  from  fhe  ortircrs  in  the 
eabin,  who  were  ail  very  much  attached  to  him.  I  also  kept  my  wife 
in  ignorance  of  III*  faet,  who  mido  daily  ioqairies  respeGting  Mr. 
Qeerjr's  heallfa  for  nearly  a  aMmtli  after  his  Irartal ;  fimiiwolly  aending 
hme  iMOthcr  to  carry  him  some  little  delicacy  or  ddnty,  from  her  own 
stores.  Shr  wns  much  shocked  when  I  finally  communicated  to  her  the 
melancholy  inteliigeoce,  whidi  was  not  until  her  health  was  parUaUy 
restored. 

November  2d. — Tuesday,  the  3d,  found  ten  of  the  Antarctic's  crew 
lying,  apparently,  at  the  point  of  daalh.  At  one*  P.  M.,  on  visiting 
tiM  forecastle,  I  found  tliat  Daniel  Spinney  had  been  struck  by  the  cold 
hand  of  the  fell  destroyer.  His  legs  were  cold  nearly  as  high  as  his 
hips,  and  the  blood  hnd  settled  under  all  his  nails.  We  lost  no  time 
in  making  the  usual  exeruous  to  restore  t!ie  circulation  in  his  imibs ; 
and  several  times  dtiring  ilie  afiertioou  aud  evening  our  labours  ap- 
peared to  be  Clowned  with  aneeeaa.  Bnt  he  told  me,  from  the  first 
attempt,  that  it  waa  of  no  nae,  as  he  waa  confident  ihat  he  eonid  not 
Teoorer. 

"This  wenflfcr-beaten  Iml!  of  mine  mitst  fbntuler,  f-nptain,  .-nul  iro 
down  to  Davy  .lones's  locker  ;  but  1  lioju*  my  spirit,  my  soul,  and  that 
is  I  myself,  will  Gad  a  pleasant  bertii  aloft,  and  ship  with  the  Captain 
of  our  salvation.**  I  told  him  I  rejoiced  to  perceive  that  he  w^  not 
afraid  to  die.  **  Why  should  I  be  afraid  to  dief*  aaid  he.  **I  hove 
never  injured  man,  woman,  or  chikL  I  have  always  been  kind  to  my 
shipmates.  I  have  treated  every  man  just  as  I  should  wish  to  be 
treated  were  I  in  his  place  and  he  in  mine.  I  have  never  brought  any 
sorrow  or  ainiction  upon  any  person,  to  my  knowledge.  I  have  never 
stood  suii  and  seen  a  ieiuale  instdtcd.  I  was  never  backward  in 
placing  myself  in  front  of  the  enemy  during  the  laat  war;  and  I  be* 
iieve  I  never  shrank  from  my  duty,  in  any  point,  since  I  first  belonged 
to  a  abip.  Why  then  should  I  fear  to  die  ?  The  Captain  widi  whom 
I  am  now  going  io  ship  is  full  of  mercy  and  compassion.  He  wont 
reject  an  lion^st  tar  that's  done  his  duty.  If  you.  who  have  more  or 
less  earthly  [lassions  about  you,  have  been^^o  knid  to  me,  why  should  I 
doubt  His  kindness  ?  Besides,  1  have  looked  death  in  the  face  too 
often  to  tremble  at  him  now.** .  It  waa  now  near  midmght. 

After  some  time  spent  in  expressing  liM  gratitude  to  me,  which  was 
done  in  a  strain  that  I  do  not  think  proper  to  repeat,  he  added,  "  May 
God  bless  you,  sir,  and  yo'ir  f^ood  lady;  who,  although  she  h?^«  l»eeti 
lying  at  the  point  of  «ieHt'li  lor  some  time,  has  been  robbing  herself  of 
manjr  little  dainties,  and  sending  tbcm  forward  every  day  to  me  and 
my  aick  shipmates.  We  eared  nothmg  ibr  the  sweetmeats,  and  such- 
like; but  it  waa  the  action  we  looked  at-4t  ia  your  lady's  good-wiU 
towards  us  that  makea  ua  all  so  grateful.  I  once  heard  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Chase  say,  when  preaching  in  the  Mariners*  Church  in  Roosevelt- 
street,  at  New- York, — Ah!  I  shall  never  sre  that  flag  again,— (Jrnti- 
^  lude.  he  said,  was  an  evidence  of  grace  in  ilie  heart.  I  hope  it  is  so, 
ftr  I  ean  asaure  you,  my  dear  air,  that  die  Antarctic  has  some  grateful 
Jieatta  on  boaidr 

'  Aftermanyipwiaipwutfeii>ofiyihiHd,hibaMad»at#le«»ottB, 
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ud  g»ii»  ajtiflk  vafe  nid  the  oftoeM,  mhqy        iiB>i  aay  mirt 

aiice.    I  iminadiately  went  aft,  where  I  found  thst  aqrwife  was  totally 

drprivpd  of  her  reason  by  the  vioJpnrr  of  hrr  fpver,  and  that  Mr.  Hunt 
was  m  the  snmr  hrlplees  sittintmn.  Tiupe  of  the  seamen,  also,  a|>- 
peared  lo  be  struck  wiih  death,  viz.  Alexander  Moony,  of  New- York ; 
Georee  Strong,  of  Albany ;  and  William  Baker,  of  England.  They 
nid  aey  beli^red  they  were  dytnj^  and  wielied  to  take  their  ieafe  m 
me.  I  expressed  a  hope  that  their  present  feelings  resulted  from  the 
brcakinc^  of  the  fcvvr,  yyhich  m-;is  rviu'ently  nf  a  crisis,  and  if  such  wns 
the  rn'^<\  t)i<  ir  sensaiujiis  iinibi  of  necessity  he  verv"  disagreeable  ;  and 
that  they  must  not  be  aiarnicd  at  seeinp^  th( mseives  tall  away  to  mere 
skeletons  in  a  few  hours.  This  was  the  fact.  While  the  fever  was 
OH  them,  they  were  apparently  gaining  flesh ;  bai  the  OMWient  the 
ferer  left  them  they  beeame  thk  and  pe>iapeed»  attended  irilh  czcea- 
eire  weakness. 

Poor  Spinney,  who  was  lying  near  them,  addressed  himself  to  them 
whh  his  usual  teclinicaJity — ^**  Shipinutcti,"  said  he,  **  you  need  not  begin 
to  look  out  for  land  yet,  for  you  iiave  not  yet  come  anywhere  near 
mmariingi*  I  ham  been  en  eonadinge  new  for  about  thirty-six  hours, 
with  a  fair  wind,  waAing  me  gently  in  towards  the  shore ;  and  I  have 
lately  shoalenM  my  water  so  fast,  that  1  shall  soon  make  the  land  of 
Paradise;  where,  after  pa«?sin?  the  channel  of  doTiih,  I  shall  moor  my 
little  vessel  head  and  stt  ra,  and  keep  all  a 'anio,  as  we  sliall  never 
have  a  breeze  in  that  Pacific  Ocean  tiiat  wiii  drag  such  a  ship  as  mine 
from  her  aMWiings.** 

He  wae  now  auent  a  few  mmnteB,and  then  said  thai  he  felt  himself 
going  vety  fast  Captain  Morrell,"  said  he,  my  lifelines  are  car- 
ried away ;  but  I  have  got  a  Branch  Pilot  that  will  carr\*  me  safely  into 
port.  He  has  already  taken  the  lielm,  and  in  a  few  moments  I  shall 
be  over  the  bar,  and  safc.'ly  moored  in  the  sailor's  snug  harbour.  Fare- 
well, captain,  and  be  sure  lu  engage  this  same  Pilot ;  He  is  the  only 
one  that  has  a  hranoh;  and  you  muet  engage  him  befinefaand,  for 
such  are  His  conditions.  Farewell,  8hipaiate»--nmember  the  Pilol^ 
hie  name  is  Jesus." 

After  sayin?  much  more  to  the  same  purpose,  and  thanking  Cod 
that  he  retained  his  senses  to  the  hist,  he  once  more  gave  me  his  hand, 
and  then  said,  "  Captain,  tell  inc  if  I  he  as  1  should then  fuldine  his 
hands  across  his  breast,  closing  liis  eyes,  he  once  more  repeatedf  the 
woida  <«Qod  hleae  yon,  oaptain !  Oh,  blessed  Jesus,  how  HPf^  I 
am  to  be  widi  thee  V   In  two  minutes  move  be  was  a  ooipee.  This 

oecttrrcd  at  one  hour  after  midnight — a  gloomy  hour  for  us  alL 

This  incident  appeared  to  strike  terror  into  the  hearts  of  all  the  rest 
of  Uie  crew ;  it  bein^  the  second  death  in  about  twenty-six  hotirs,  while 
two  others  were  added  to  llie  sick  hst,  with  iuiic  grounds  fur  hope  that 
unr  of  the  nek  wonU  leeover.  The  heat  of  the  weather,  the  mereuiy 
bemg  at  tS^,  lendemd  it  neeeesaiy  to  hasten  the  funeral  obsequies  of 
poor  8piiuiey«  whieh  took  place,  with  every  ruvtnmary  solemnity,  mi 
the  foliowinjr  morning,  at  Iralf-past  elovrn,  A.  M.,  in  hu,  22^  30'  S., 
long.  15  W.  The  scene  was  rendered  more  solemn  by  the  still- 
iiiess  oi  the  atmoi^oic  and  the  smoothness  of  the  ocean,  wliich  spread 
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arormd  qs  like  a  polislicd  mirror.  The  topsail  was  settled  on  the  cap, 
the  main-peak  dropped,  and  the  cnsigTi  at  half-mast  -  and  pach  of  them 
seemed  to  sleep,  or  rather  to  droop,  in  silent  sorrow.  We  had  just 
parted  with  the  south-east  trade-winds.  / 
These  solemnities  were  searee  conipleted,  when  my  brtMher-m^w 
came  to  me  whh  the  heart-rendiog  inteUigence  that  Ua  aiater  w$B 
dying !  My  cup  of  affliction  now  seemed  to  be  Aill — iny  bosom  wm 
more  than  fitl! — I  felt  a  snffofating  sensation  in  my  throat,  whi<*h  pre- 
cluded the  possibility  of  speech.  I  tiinied  to  follow  liim  aft,  when  one 
of  the  sailors  told  nie  that  William  Baker  and  George  Strong  were 
both  dying,  and  wished  to  see  me*  I  was  now,  for  a  few  momeais, 
completely  munamiedY  and  gave  free  vent  to  my  feelings,  thfoini^  my 
arras  araimd  her  hroiher's  neck, 

'<  AH  IUm  «  •«lK»i'tMV>  Uubtend  oa  fait  bOMiD.'' 

A  dying  wife  ou  one  hand — two  dying  seamen  on  the  oAer — ^both 
daims  Imperaiire — both  urged  by  duty— one  by  the  tenderest  affMtioD. 
For  some  moments  I  hesitated,  and  knew  not  how  to  decide.  Self 
had  to  yield.  I  motioned  the  brollier  to  return  to  the  fair  sullerer  in 
the  eabin,  \vh\\p  I  dcsccndfd  into  the  forecastle,  where  1  found  the 
two  men  alluded  to  raving  like  maniacs,  under  Uie  influence  of  deli- 
rium, caused  by  the  raging  fever,  which  had  again  set  in  with  ten- 
fold violence.  Finding,  however,  on  eiamimng  their  situaiidD,  that 
they  were  not  so  low  as  they  had  been  reported  to  he,  Heft  them,  and 
hastened  aft  to  my  suffering  wife,  who  had  joit  eoOWOnt  of  a  fit  oC  ths 
fever,  and  was  now  falling  into  a  doze. 

As  T  approached  her  bedside,  I  heart!  Iter  say,  "Oh,  Benjamin  is 
with  those  poor  sick  men,  or  he  would  not  have  been  absent  &o  long. 
I  fear  that  aomething  is  the  matter— they  nwst  be  getting  worae.**  I 
then  spoke  to  her,  and  asked  her  if  she  waa  sensible  of  bemg  wuf 
worse  herself.  think  I  am,"  was  her  reply.  **But  how  are  tlw 
poor  sailors  ?  How  Jire  Samuel  Geery,  and  Daniel  Spinney,  and  all 
the  rest  of  the  sick?"  I  answered,  evasi^^iy,  that  they  were  about 
tlie  same  as  they  were  in  the  morning.  "  Ah,  me she  replied,  what 
wooid  poor  Qeeiy'a  mother  do,  if  she  knew  that  her  son  waa  so  sick 
on  the  wide  ocean;  it  would  almost  make  her  eraiy.  I  heard  fcar 
say,  only  a  day  or  two  before  we  sailed,  while  she  was  making  some 
shirts  and  things  for  Samuel,  that  if  appeared  to  her  as  if  she  was 
making  a  shroud  for  him."  I  told  my  wife  that  affection  often  con- 
jured UD  such  phantoms  of  the  imagination,  and  begged  her  uut  lo 
Mgne  herself  with  talking ;  bat  she  gave  her  brother  directiona,  as 
osnal,  to  carry  refreshments  to  the  paflnits  m  the  foreeaatle. 

I  now  found  diat  Mr.  Hunt  was  so  low  dkat  he  was  unable  to  turn 
himself  in  bed,  except  when  the  fcvrr  wns  on  him  ;  at  which  time  be 
would  rave  in  ilic  most  boisterous  ni  uint  r.  Dunng  those  paroxysms 
(»f  the  fever,  im  ilesh,  like  lliatof  my  wife,  was  so  extremely  hut  iliat 
il  almost  bniiil  my  hawl  to  laaeli  airy  part  of  the  st^aee  of  hie  hody ; 
whilo  the  skhi  WM  e»  fieesBif  dj  ^  tht  it  aeemed  m  thepmnt  of 
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Nov.  6tk. — On  nmndfly,  the  5th,  we  weie  uilstitiide  26^  W  wcnikf 

Jong.  21^  80'  west,  about  four  hundred  league-  east  of  the  Isle  of  8u 
Catharine,  oi\  tlie  roast  of  Brazil  Tfie  fever  sii!!  rnged  witli  great 
%'iolcncc  among  the  unfortunate  uiiuales  of  the  Antarctic.  Through 
the  mercy  of  Providence,  my  health  yet  remained  uuunpaired,  not- 
withstandting  my  continued  watclifulness  and  anxiety  of  mind.  I 
aeknowledged  this  favour  wbh  graiitode,  as  I  did  also  tliat  of  moderate 
breezes,  fair  weather,  and  a  smooth  sea,  which  attended  us  duiing  this 
period  of  .'i/lliction. 

Nov.  9t/i. — Oil  Monday,  the  Dih  of  Noveinl^er,  I  was  happy  to  per- 
ceive that  the  fever  had  left  Mr.  Scoit  and  two  ot  the  seamen,  allording 
reasonable  hopes  of  iheir  ultimalc  recovery.  The  rest  still  remained 
in  a  very  critical,  if  not  hopeless  situation.  This  day  my  wife  sentfov 
and  told  me  that  she  would  no  longer  conceal  from  me  the  fact  that 
her  hours  were  numbered,  as  she  felt  that  she  could  not  survive  another 
day.  She  therefore  wished  lo  eommunicate  freely  with  me  on  the 
subject,  and  charge  mc  wiih  some  jnessa^es  for  her  niotticr,  fnlher^ 
biuliiexs,  sisters,  and  our  dear  little  boy,  who  w  uuid  ^oon  be  a  moiiier- 
less  orphan.  She  wished  me  to  cut  off  some  of  her  hav,  and  give 
each  of  them  a  lock ;  with  an  injunction  to  preserve  it  for  the  sake 
of  one  who  had  loved  them,  and  prayed  for  their  happiness  day  and 
night. 

"  Tell  my  dear  mother  not  to  weep  forme,"  said  she  ;  '  lor  I  sh«U 
die  happy,  and  expect  to  meet  her  in  heaven,  i  cii  my  broiiicrs  and 
sisters  to  be  kind  to  their  mother,  and  to  seek  their  Cjeator  in  Uie  days 
of  their  youth.  Tell  them  to  be  kind  to  our  dear  little  boy,  and  early 
initiate  him  in  the  path  of  virtue,  which  alone  leads  to  happiness.  I 
need  not  ask  you,  Benjamin,  to  be  kind  to  your  son,  the  pledge  of  oiu: 
mutual  loves ;  but  I  pray  you  to  be  so  to  my  alllicted  niollicr,  and  to 
ail  the  family.  I  know  she  will  grieve  on  account  of  niy  not  returning 
with  you,  and  make  herself  sick.  But  you  will  comfort  her,  Benjamin, 
and  assure  her  that  I  died  happy.  Do  not  fail  lo  bring  up  our  dear 
little  boy  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  Have  a  locket  made  of  my  hair» 
and  tell  our  little  William  that  he  must  always  wear  it  about  his  neck  ; 
that  wlir  n  hp  looks  at  it,  he  may  l)e  reminded  that  be  once  h;id  a  fond 
and  duiiug  mother,  who  l  lrssed  him  with  her  dying  bicalli ;  and  leach 
him  to  pray  that  he  may  meet  her  in  heaven.** 
,  After  a  lit^  panse,  she  contisoed:  There  is  only  one  thing, Ben* 
jamio,  that  makes  me  feel  unpleasant ;  and  that  is,  the  idea  of  my  body 
being  thrown  overboard,  after  my  departnre,  and  becoming  food  for 
sshnrk«<  "  On  saying  this,  she  was  extremely  affected,  and  wept  aloud. 
Were  1  to  live  till  the  day  of  gi  :u  l  al  doom,  the  pang  I  felt  at  tliat 
moment  would  be  still  fresh  in  my  recollection.  It  was  anguish  ini- 
vHerable— like  cutting  in  twain  the  lile-strings  of  my  heart ;  knowing, 
as  I  did,  that  nothing  but  the  purest  affectiott  Ibr  me  had  induced  her 
to  aoeompany  me  on  this  disastrous  enterfurise.  As  soon  as  I  could 
command  my  voice,  I  assured  her,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  if 
her  dear  spirit  was  railed  hciirp  by  her  Saviour,  the  mortal  covering 
which  it  imi*>A  brst  put  oil  should  be  carefully  and  sacredly  prescr\Td, 
mUl  it  could  be  decently  depo:iited  m  cou&ecraied  ground  j  or,  iL  such 


Digitized  by  Google 


Not.] 


CO^  VALESCENCE— TRISTAN  D  ACUNHA. 


861 


Dvas  her  dpaise,  mttl  nqr  ntom  to  New-York.  She  thanked  me  sweetly 
for  this  assurance,  and  said  if  her  body  could  only  be  kept£nMii  ttitt 

inon<^fcrs  of  tlie  deep,  she  cnrcd  not  on  what  distant  shore  it  was 
buried.  I  repeau  1  my  prnmise,  which  acted  Iikr  a  charm  on  her 
drooping  spirits,  aud  wouderfuily  revived  her  iatiguishiug  Irame.  At 
hsr  own  eamert  req[neat,  I  now  left  her,  to  look  to  the  eick  c^een 
and  seamen,  and  admuuBter  snch  medicines  and  fefreshmems  as  their 
circumstances  required. 

Nov.  12M. — Oil  Thursday,  d»e  12th,  T  found,  to  my  iinspeakriMe 
joy,  that  the  fever  had  left  my  wife,  and  all  the  seamcu,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  George  Strong,  and  the  first  officer,  Mr.  Moses  Hunt,  who 
were  still  lying  very  low,  and  not  expeeted  to  live. 

JVbo.  UlA. — On  Saturday,  the  14th,  howerer,  1  had  the  satisfaeiioii 
of  seeing  die  Antarctic  entirely  free  from  the  disease,  though  many  of 
its  inmates  were  much  debilitated.  If  ever  an  ejaculation  of  heartfelt 
thanksgiving  ascended  from  human  lips  to  Uie  throne  of  Divine  Mercy, 
it  was  on  that  day.  The  convalescent  seamen  now  began  to  evince 
tlie  welcome  symptoms  of  retumuig  appetites,  w  hich  was  albo  the  case 
wHh  my  wife,  in  whose  eyes  I  could  pereeiTe  a  faint  dawmng  of  their 
Ibrmer  brilliancy.  We  had  now  been  five  weeks  on  the  ocean,  and  the 
condition  of  the  invaUds  on  board  made  it  very  desirable  to  touch 
at  some  port  and  procure  refreshments.  Tlie  islnnds  ttf  Tristan 
d*A,cunha  being  near  at  hand,  I  resolved  to  make  tliemas  soon  as  possible. 
We  were  now  in  latitude  36''  2'  south,  long.  1  22,  west,  with  die 
wind  from  sonth-sonth-west ;  atmosphere  hazy. 

Nov.  \5th. — Accordingly,  the  next  day,  which  was  Sunday,  the  15tb» 
at  4  P.  M.,  saw  the  Antarctic  close  in  whh  the  north  side  of  the  largest 
island  of  the  three,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  shore,  with  fine  weather, 
and  a  moderate  breeze  from  south-west.  Here  we  lay  off  and  on, 
uutd  we  had  taken  on  board  a  large  supply  of  refreshments,  including 
fire-slock,  such  as  sheep,  pigs,  pouUry,  &c.,  with  a  variety  of  vegetables, 
which  were  of  great  value  to  us  in  our  present  situation,  and  assisted 
much  in  restoring  our  invalids  to  health.  We  found  only  seven  families 
on  this  island,  living  a  retired  life,  far  from  the  bustle  and  confusion  of 
ilie  woHd,  and  happy  within  themselves,  having  at  their  command  all 
the  necessaries  and  many  of  the  comlbrts  of  lite. 
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IftUnd  ofTmtan  d'Acunha — King  Lambert — Goveraor  Glass — Gongh's  I^flanil — 
Kemelen's  Lwltf— Cape  Deiolaiion — Lonl  Auckland's  Group— New-year's 
Feslivific- — Lraniirrf  (o  walk — Xatural  PrinluclionB  of  the  Islaml— The 
6cho<mcr  Hcniy,  Captain  John«on,  tbcix  probable  Fata — The  Snares — Stew- 
wt^»Iale^or8oiUhCm(irN«w-ZMl«id^Md}nn0iix'»  VaAou-^iaUacevtM 
with  the  NatiTw  of  Kew-ZMlaad. 

Tristan  D'AcrNHA  is  the  largest  of  ihrcc  islands  in  the  tiuuili  At- 
laQiic ocean;  itilaiitude  37^  8'  south,  loug.  12^  8  west  ;  about  iil^'teea 
fauodred  miles  eastward  from  the  mouth  of  Bio  de  la  Fbta*  io  80iilb 
America,  and  about  the  same  distance  west-by-eonth  ifom  the  Gape 
of  Good  Hope.  It  is  fiApcn  miles  in  circumference,  and  is  so  maah. 
elevated,  that  it  can  be  soon,  in  clear  weather,  at  the  distance  of  tirenty- 
fivo  loagues.  The  three  islands  togetlior  form  a  triangle,  of  which 
Tri^iaii  is  the  uurlli-ea&t  point.  The  oiiier  two  ittlands  were  named 
bytfafi  Prencht  in  1767;  themMlwesloily  being  eaUad  immmmUu 
and  thfi  other,  which  is  the  amallesft  and  wnm  aoiithaily^  NigktmgwU 

In  approaching  this  group  from  the  north,  we  nK\ko  the  larrrrst  island, 
Tristan,  at  a  vaat  distance,  var}''ing,  of  course,  accordmg  to  the  btate  of 
the  atmosphere.  A  pan  of  the  island,  towards  the  north,  rises  perpen- 
dicularly  from  the  sea,  to  the  height  of  a  thousand  feet  or  more.  A 
level  ihoL  comineaeeat  mending  towtide  the  etBtt«,  foiming  what 
seamen  tem  (ahl0»land ;  above  which  rises  a  eODieal  mountain,  not  un- 
like in  appearance  the  Peak  of  TencrifTc,  as  seen  from  the  bay  of 
Santa  Cruz.  Trees  grow  half- wav  up  thi«^  si!'j;tr-loaf  eminence,  but 
above  that  it  consists  of  barcaii  l  rugged  rocks,  irequentlv  hidden  by 
the  clouds  j  wuii  a  sumniiL  which  is  covered  with  mvw  during  tiie 
greatest  patt  of  the  yeaf,  notwiibstandiny  that  noanow  fidla  on  tho 
ooast  In  cooung  close  in  with  the  north  side  of  due  island,  the  An- 
tarctic was  completely  overshadowed  by  that  peipendicular  elevation 
of  a  thousand  feet, which  rises  "like  a  inA^s-t^rown  wall  immc(Vn»p1y 
from  the  ocean.*'  There  are  no  s!i;);ii>  (>r  other  <l;mcTcrs  about  the 
ibiaud,  which  is  of  circular  shape,  with  bold  shores  and  deep  water. 

On  the  north-west  side  of  the  island  is  a  bay,  with  a  fine  beach  of 
Uack  sand,  where  boats  may  land  with  southerly  winds;  this  bay* 
howerer,  is  open  and  exposed  to  winds  from  die  opposite  quarter. 
Here  are  two  rnsrades  of  excellent  water,  in  sufTjcienl  quantity  to 
supply  a  large  licet;  and  tlic  casks  could  be  filled  by  means  of  a  long 
Lose,  without  moving  them  from  tlie  boats.  A  plenty  of  fish  may  be 
caught  with  hook  and  line,  among  which  are  mi  cMceileni  kind  of  largo 
perch,  some  weighing  six  pounds,  crawfirii,  and  a  fine  species  of  the 
cod.  Good  anchorage  may  be  found  close  in  to  tlie  land,  in  eighteen 
fathoms  of  water;  also  at  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  shore,  Uk  thirty 
fathoms,  gray  sand  anjuid  with  small  pebbles. 
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Inecessible  Island,  «-hich  forms  the  westM  pmC  of  tbs  triangle,  * 

Ees  in  latitude  37°  17' south,  long.  12^  24' wesL  It  presents  a  high 
blulT,  of  forbidding  appearance,  which  may  be  seen  at  the  distance  of 
twelve  or  fourteen  leagues.  It  is  about  six  miles  in  circumference, 
u  ith  a  high  ilat  top,  barren,  steep,  and  apparciuiy  uiucce&suble ;  some 
•cattered  thrabs  onl^  are  to  be  seen  on  it.  There  are  no  dangers  about 
it,  with  the  ezeeplwa  of  a  rod^  which  appears  like  a  Imt  under 
ttil,  at  the  aomfa-east  poiit.  The  ship  Blenden  Hall,  Captain  Ctn  itr, 
from  London  to  Bombay,  wn*  totally  lo^Jit  on  this  island,  on  the  2'Sd 
of  July,  18*31  ;  eis^ht  ot  crew  peridhc  d,  in  attempUitg  to  reach 
Tristan  in  an  open  boat,  ot  their  own  construcLion. 

Nightingale  Island,  the  smaUest  of  the  group,  £anB8  the  sondum 
point  of  tbe  irian^,  and  liesia  tetkBdeSr"  W  MtKloof.  W  ISf 
wmL  It  io  descried  at  the  distance  of  seven  or  eight  leagues,  appears 
irregular,  with  a  hollow  in  the  middle,  and  a  small  rocliy  islet  at  its 
southern  extremity.  Captam  Patten,  of  the  sliip  Indutstry,  of  Phila- 
deiphii,  mcniions  "a  high  reef  of  rocks,  or  rocky  iBlels,  off  the  south 
end  oi  liui  smallest  iiiland and  M.  d'Etchevery,  a  French  navigator, 
mtfB^      ImoollioBoilfa-cioC point tvoisletatei^onMd  tankiliOBt 

npoces,  aid  wbJob  h»v«  the  appeannee  of  mold  imoed  fcrt.'' 
his  gmp  was  tet  dimverra  by  the  Portuguese  in  their  earlier 
navigations  in  these  was,  and  was  further  explored  :ind  described  by  the 
Dutch  in  1643,  and  by  the  French  in  1767.  The  islands  are  all  of  a 
circular  shape,  and  consist  of  very  high  land,  with  clear  open  passages 
kotwoen  tfaeoL  Thev  ase  about  thiM  and  five  lea^B^es  apaii.  IMr 
j^oma  wo  SnpflMui  by  bair  and  far«eal,  Ben-lrans»  sei^^lepbaBtBy. 
pengokis,  and  albelHMs.  Whales  aboimd  in  the  olBng^  ana  I  aanr 

Severn!  ^^v  ord-tKh  near  the  coast. 

Captain  Patten,  mentioned  above,  resided  for  seven  months*  on  Tris- 
tan, the  largest  of  these  islands,  with  a  part  of  his  crew,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  collecting  seal-skius  ;  diu-ing  wliich  time  he  obtained  five  thou« 
nnd  six  bandied, ftr  Uie  Chinese  market;  and  eoold,  be  says,  bnfo 
iKided  a  lai^e  ship  with  oil  in  three  weeks.  September  he  reckoned 
to  be  the  best  month  for  ranking  oil  at  tlMMO  islands.  He  says  that 
^ving  his  st;iy  here,  "the  prevailins:  winds  were  from  the  northward 
and  westward ;  liie  easterlv  and  southerly  wmds  blowuiL;  but  seldom, 
and  scarcely  ever  longer  than  twenty-tour  lioura  ai  a  uuie.  It  gene- 
tally  bbiwi  fteah,  and  frequently  very  hard,  from  the  noitb-wesi ;  and 
when  a  fdooamo-Olliit  ma  generally  preceded  by  a  amy  heavy  sea, 
rolling  in  nnmriinMis  twelte,  and  aomeliaiea  twenty-four  hours,  before 
the  wind  rose.  The  wenthor  is  very  Fiihject  to  be  thick  and  hazy, 
aucndcd  with  much  ram.  Xhe  sammer  momha  are  warm, and Uie  cold 
in  winter  is  not  severe." 

CftnCain  Fatten'a  people  pitched  liieir  lenis  near  the  bay  before  men* 
iiaasd  and  Ae  nsliahlB,  m  the  oiciniqr  of  whwb  ibera  ia  a  plenty 
of  wood.  Ho  teUana**  the  tfoes  do  not  grow  hi(^bnt  their  farandiea 
bend  down  nnd  spread  on  the  ground.  The  foliage  of  the  trees  thnt 
{Biacipaiiy  abound  memfalea  that  of  the  ynv-oee,  but  the  wood  ia 
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like  that  of  the  maple,  and  burns  remark;ibly  well;  the  trunks  are 
full  ten  leet  in  heighi,  and  about  nine  inches  in  diameter.  There 
^e  no  large  or  tdXL  trees  to  be  met  with.  A  great  deal  of  drift-wood 
iB  found  on  the  east  side  of  the  island,  hot  none  to  the  weatwanL 
Abundance  of  wild  celeiy,  aour  doek  (soiid),  and  wild  panley  ia  met 
with." 

With  rpspert  to  animals,  ilie  number  and  variety  hare  been  con- 
siderably augmented  i^mrc  Captain  Patten  Mas  here  iii  1791,  when 
there  were  no  quadrupeds  to  be  met  with  on  the  island,  **  except  some 
goats,  left  there  by  maun  navigators,  whieh  weie  very  wild."  There 
are  now  bullocks,  diecp,  goals,  hogs,  dogs,  and  tsbbils.  ■'Neidier 
▼ennin  nor  venomous  creatures  of  any  description/*  says  he,  "  were 
observed.  Of  birda,  ihe  principnl  were  a  kind  of  gannels^,  like  wild 
geese,  wliichlhc  sailors  considered  as  excellent  food;  penguins,  alba- 
tross, Cape  cocks  and  hens,  and  a  bird  like  a  partridge,  but  of  a  black, 
colour,  which  cannot  ily,  is  easily  run  down,  and  is  very  well  flavoured ; 
««nd  a  varietj  of  small  biids  that  frequent  the  hushes  and  underwood* 
Abondanoe  of  buds*  eggs  are  to  be  obtained  in  the  proper  season.** 

The  most  conspicuous  feature  of  this  island  is  the  sugar-loaf  or 
conical  mountain,  near  its  centre.  BctM  ccn  the  foot  of  this  mountain 
and  the  shore  there  is  a  considerable  extent  of  level  land,  '*  the  soil 
of  which  is  a  fine  rich  iuam,  oi  a  red  colour,  and  eoudiderable  depth, 
apparently  adapted  to  the  production  of  every  kind  of  vegetables ;  and 
'OSccpting  the  danger  of  devastation  from  high  winds,  adequate  to  any 
cultivation.**  The  productions  of  the  other  elands  are  nearly  the  same 
as  those  of  the  larpe  one.  Captain  Colqulioun,  of  the  American  bri«^ 
Betsy,  touched  at  Tristan,  and  ]>! mted  potatoes,  onions,  and  a  variety 
of  other  seeds,  which  grew  and  multiplied. 

Captain  Hoy  wood  was  at  this  island  in  1811,  where  he  found  three 
Ameneans,  who  proposed  remaining  a  few  years,  in  order  to  prepare 
seal-skins  and  oil,  and  sell  the  same  to  ressels  that  might  toueh  there. 
One  of  these  enterprising  Yankees  was  named  Jonatlian  Lambert,  who 
by  a  curious  and  singular  edict  declared  hiinsrlf  sovereign  proprietor 
of  these  islamic.  "Inasliort  time  he  cleared  a!; ou:  lifiy  acres  of  land, 
and  plauicd  \  urious  kindti  of  seed,  some  of  which,  as  well  as  the  coflee- 
4ree  and  sugar-cane,  were  fiuiushed  by  the  American  nuniater  at  Rio 
Janeiro,  The  seeds  aprang  up,  appeared  wry  promising,  and  the 
'general  aspect  was  that  of  a  valuable  and  importani  settlement.  The 
whole  was,  however,  abandoned,  and  final  possession  afterwanl  taken 
in  the  name  of  the  British  government,  by  a  dctachiuent  from  tlie  Cape 
of  Good  Hope."    This  wiis  ia  the  year  1817. 

After  all  this,  however,  the  island  was  agahi  evacuated,  and  given  up 
as  a  British  establishment,  when  several  Ihmilies  voiontaiily  went  to 
at,  and  took  up  their  abode  on  it,  entirely  independent  of  control  from 
that  government.  The  island  of  Tristan  d*Acunha,*'  says  a  London 
paper  of  April,  1821,  "  has  now  upon  it,  living  in  great  happiness, 
twenty-two  men  and  ilirpp  w  omen.  The  Berwick,  Captain  Jt  tTt  r\% 
•from  i^ndon  to  Van  Dteman's  Land,  sent  her  boat  ashore  on  tiie 
Hjkh  of  March.    The  sailors  were  surphsed  at  finding  an  EnglishmiB 

nf  the  name  of  Glass,  tamriy  a  eoiponl  in  the  anjUajrt  and  ifa*  net 
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of  the  dbofiMMUMd  Dopulalioii«  Glass  gave  a  teiy  farmiraUe  aecoimt 
of  the  ytudt  and  deeland  thai  if  they  had  but  a  few  more  women, 
file  place  would  be  an  earthly  pamdise.    He  ia  a  aorl  of  governor  at 

Tristan  {VAfninhn,  by  appointment  of  the  rest,  on  account  of  his  mili- 
tary clmraclcr  ;  and  he  trades  in  a  small  schooner  lo  the  Cripc  of  Qood 
Hope,  with  the  oil  o(  tlte  sea-elej^ant  and  the  skins  of  the  seal,  which 
they  catch  in  great  abondance.** 

At  the  tuBO  that  wo  touched  at  thia  islaad»  on  the  ISih  of  Novem- 
ber, 1829,  we  found  seven  families,  living  very  comfortably  under  the  ad* 
ministration  of  (iovernor  Qlass,having  for  sale  a  plenty  of  bullocks,  cows, 
sheep,  bows,  pont^,  rabbits,  and  pouliry  :  also  potatoes,  cabbages,  beets, 
par3nn>>,  r  urois,  onions,  and  pumpkni.s  ;  together  with  butter,  cheese, 
eggs,  and  milk  :  all  of  which  can  be  had  at  bhort  notice,  on  moderate 
orou,  and  In  any  quantitiaa.  Some  of  die  mvalids  of  tfaa  Antaretto 
pronounced  thia  ialand  to  be  "  a  land  flowlog  with  mMk  and  honey.** 
.  The  inhabitants  were  very  friendly,  accommodating,  and  hospitable  ; 
and  expressed  their  sympathy  for  the  situation  of  my  crew,  not  so  much 
an  words  as  in  actions.  Tliey  pressed  upon  me  many  linle  palatable 
dainties,  with  a  disinterestedness  and  delicacy  which  did  them  honour* 
I  hope  to  call  and  wte  them  again. 

JVWinfcr  I7th^-^n  Monday,  the  16lh,  at  7,  P.  M.,  w«  left  the 
ialand  of  Tifstan  d'Acunha,  and  steered  to  the  aouth  and  east,  with  a 
moderate  breeze  from  west -south-west,  and  fair  weather ;  and  on  Tuc;^- 
ilay,  the  ]7th  (ntuitii  time),  at  5,  A.  M.,  we  were  close  m  with 
iiough's  Island,  or  Diego  Alvarez,  as  it  was  originally  named  by  the 
POrtugnese  who  discovered  it.  In  1713  it  was  seen  by  Captain 
Chariea  Ckragh,  in  the  Riehmond,  bound  to  China ;  ainee  Whidi  it  hat 
been  called  by  his  name.  In  1811,  on  the  8ih  of  January,  j|  wat 
visited  bv  Captain  Hey  wood,  in  the  Nereus,  who  situated  the  centre 
of  the  island  in  latitude  10'  30"  S.,  and  in  longitude  9°  49'  W.  I 
a^ec  with  him  in  the  latitude  ;  but  \vc  ditTer  in  the  longitudet  aa  I 
make  the  east  point  of  the  iisland  ui  lojig.  9^  41'  VV. 

The  aonunft  of  due  iilandt  aeeerdiug  to  Captain  Hevwood*a  calcida* 
tioD»  b  fimr  thooaand  three  faondred  and  eighty  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  aea;  the  auilhee  being  moetly  covered  with  a  light  coat  of  mosey 
gra^s.  In  some  plnees  wcrf  n  few  sma!l  bushy  trees,  like  those  of 
Tristan  d'Acunha,  **  I'he  clilis  rise  precipitously  from  the  sea,  and 
from  their  fissures  issue  several  b( mului  cascades  of  water."  On  the 
Mth  aide  of  the  island,  a  little  to  the  eastward  of  one  of  the  rocky 
islets  which  adjoin  thai  aide  of  the  nam  ialand,  ia  a  emaD  eove,  m 
which  boata  may  knd  with  peifeet  aalety,  wlien  the  wind  blows  from 
anv  point  south  of  north-west  or  east.  Here  water  may  be  obtained 
with  ease,  by  running  the  vessel  close  in  to  the  front  of  the  cove,  where 
ahe  can  anchor  in  twelve  or  fourteen  fathoms,  yvnh  the  luits  at  the 
liead  of  the  eove  bearing  south-suuth-wesl,  and  tlie  north  and  eablern* 
swat  iaiet  bearing abontnofth-weet.  There ianaaie  passage  bet  ween, 
these  isleta  and  the  main  iaiaad,  whh  fifteen  ftufaona  of  water,  over  « 
Toekv  boitom. 

There  is  a  rock  near  the  north-east  point  of  \]\c  island,  which  ex- 
«et^  reaenblea  1  chnrcht  having  an  elevated  spire  on  iu  western  end  i 
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woA  k  it  ctlkd  C9unrch  RocIl   **To  the  southward  of  this  roA,  m 

the  east  side  of  the  island,  near  tlie  shore,  there  is  an  inki  within 
which  the  land  in  ?  is  safe  and  easy,  it  heing  protected  lirom  the  swell 
and  northerly  win  ds  by  the  nortli-c^^t  point.  Here  sevend  Americans 
formerly  resided ;  but  they  had  beeu  unsuccessful  during  a  lo»g  titay, 
Mtt  m  the  Mai  haiving  deanled  the  itkod  $  bat  plenty  of  fisb  were 
procured,  and  birds  of  good  flavonr  wei»  cai^  by  ligbiuig  m  fire  upon 
«M  of  the  hiUs  in  the  night/' 

This  island  i)«?cd  to  abound  with  fur-senl  nnd  «ea-elrp}nnl8 ;  but 
they  were  so  much  annoyed  by  their  rckntlcss  prrst  cuiors.  that  ihey 
have  sought  more  sale  and  distant  retreats — ^perhaps  some  lonely  isles 
III  «lie  aovdnem  oeeaa,  as  y«t  vBBkoamm  to  tlw  Ml  dettnyer,  mmm  I 
TImm  ybflct  might  be  easily  tend*  heneym,  al  meidiaats 
iviilBif  to  flak  the  expense  of  tbe  attaMpt,  But  our  capitalists, 
j^enerally,  are  tiauft  advaatHCie,  ai4  esniMiis  of  fcMring  OBt  of  oM- 

fcrarcn  tmrks, 

jNovember  \%ih. — On  Wednesday,  the  Itiih,  we  continued  on  our 
eoune  to  the  aooth  and  east,  wafted  along  by  fine  western  bx«ezes. 
The  eiekBov  begstt  to  raeover,  eote  lo  ek  op  Ar  a  Urn  wmtbtm  at  a 
time;  but  they  appeared  onore  like  lifiog  aksMtaoa  than  any  thing  else 

I  can  now  compare  them  to.  Their  roimtrnnnrp«^  were  peaked,  sunken, 
hollow,  cadaverous,  and,  in  short,  horribly  fnghiful — full  as  much  so 
as  those  of  cholera  patients  in  a  state  of  collapse.  But  they  were 
evidently  improving  blowly,  as  tiiey  could  take  chicken  i>oup  quite 
frsely,  together  wim  a  Ihde  costard,  made  of  the  milk  #hidi  I  pro- 
eofod  at  Tristan  d'Aeonhat  and  whieh  was  boiled  and  bettkd  up  for 
ihe  ose  of  the  sick. 

My  wife  now  bet^nn  to  gain  a  Vittlr  strenpih,  so  that  she  could  sit  up 
in  her  bed  tifieen  or  twenty  minutes  ut  a  time.  I5ui  ilie  fever  had  N  fi 
^  her  a  perfect  cripple,  being  quite  drawn  out  of  shape ;  a.s  ht  r  iuiibs 
could  not  be  straightened,  and  her  ankles  were  drswn  nearly  up  to  her 
bodv.  But  still  she  snflered  no  paiik  The  application  of  vamas 
khneof  liniments  prodooed  no  food  efieetf  and  poulttees  were  equally 
Tinstircessful.  I  next  trir^!  n  vcrv  stronn"  dr<™ortion  of  lob.icro,  wiih 
which  I  bathed  tbe  afTertrd  parts  several  liincs  a  day,  concluding  ihc 
operaiion  bv  bmdmg  dii  fhr  leaves,  and  ker {jinjr  ihem  moist  with  the 
liquid  ui  which  they  had  been  buiicd.  A  i»ie<tdy  perseverance  in  this 
eooiae  of  tteotment  was  emmed  with  snBoess ;  her  Uadia  were  le* 
viorsd  to  their  natural  poaiuon,  and  the  synaasiiy  of  her  pemi  to- 
nataed  animpaired. 

^ras  of  tbf  sfrimen  were  now  taken  down  with  a  violrnt  f!nx, 
which  I  vaiiily  endeavoured  to  check  with  all  iho  assistaru  f:  I  could 
derive  from  the  medicine-chest.  'I'hcy  grew  worse,  and  i»ecarne  «»• 
eassivsly  woalt.  I  than  peeled  while  oak-bark  from  Uie  firewood 
whish  ISO  had  on  boaidy  and  bofled  it  to  a  ataoBff  tea,  which  I  fv- 
peatedly  admiaislercd  to  them,  ia  seiy  small  doses,  for  tlie  space  of 
forty-eight  hours.  This  had  the  desired  efliect;  their  boWels  brrntn<* 
regular,  their  appetites  returned,  and  they  reoorered  strngtb  rery 
rapidly.  . 

.  ,  Aumm^r  &isi,r-^u  biiumLty>  ibue  :iist,  being  in  iai.  44^  'Mi 
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eeflent  aea-bostv  and  made  good  weather  of  ii,  yet  it  waa  a  very 
fatiguing  tiflw  for  me,  as  it  was  neceeaary  for  me  to  stmd  the  dedL 
nearly  all  the  timet  the  officers  beil^  etiU  confined  to  the  cabin,  and  too 
weak  to  help  tliemselvea.    Thp  fonvalescent  invalids  in  the  focecaatiet 

also,  chimed  much  of  rny  attcnlion  and  assistance. 

We  continued  ninuing  before  tlit  wmd,  under  the  head  of  the  fore- 
sail and  close-reefed  fore-topsail,  making  a  direct  course  for  the  norih 
eape  of  Kergueien's  Land,  or  the  iaiand  of  Deaolaiioo,*  going  a  great 
part  of  the  time  at  the  rate  of  thirteen  JDtlea  an  houvi  in  aaMr  and 


December  :i//V— On  Saturday,  the  5th  day  oi  December,  at  four,  A. 
M.,  we  made  liif  norili  cape  of  Desolation,  bearing  south-east,  distant 
three  leagties ;  and  ut  six,  A.  M.,  we  were  close  m  vviih  the  eiurance 
of  Chffiatmaa  Haiboor.  But  finding  the  wind  coming  o«t  of  the 
in  eoeli  violent  gusto  as  took  the  water  up  in  sheeta,  we  wen  Obliged 
to  relinquish  the  idea  of  working  into  the  anchorage.  We  therefore 
stond  nlonfT^^hore,  on  the  cast  side  of  il^e  islnnd,  towards  the  south, 
under  eas\-  sail,  ox  unining  the  islets  and  coasi  as  we  went  along  for 
fur-seal,  but  found  none.  On  the  difiereot  beaches,  however,  we  saw 
about  a  thousand  sea-elephants* 

Deeemker  9tk, — Aa  1  bad  not  mretaged  more  than  one  boor  and  a 
Mf  of  aleep  in  eaeb  twentjr-four  houra  einee  we  eraeaed  the  eqnatott 
and  being  nearly  ov^ercome  with  fatigue  and  anxiety  of  mind,  I  waa 
desirous  to  bring  the  Antarctic  to  a  safe  anchorage  for  a  few  hours,  in 
order  that  1  mi<;ht  enjoy  sufficient  repo<?e  to  restore  my  exhausted 
energies.  But  this  dcdirdble  objeet  could  uoi  be  convenieniiy  effected ; 
|[ir  OB  liie  night  of  the  M  the  wind  mcreaaed  to  a  pericct  gale  firom 
went^onb^wBit,  atfenled  witb  a  ihiek  anew-eiont.  Baing  Mtiafied, 
ftom  the  range  of  coast  which  we  had  already  examined,  tiu  firom  the 
thorofi^h  survey  that  1  had  ijiren  this  island  on  a  former  voyage,  that 
there  wrre  no  fur-sru!  fo  br  procured  here,  we  bore  up  at  four,  A.  >r., 
and  sieered  east-souiii-eu->i,  before  the  wind,  under  a  three-reefeJ  lore- 
sail,  the  two  bonnets  oil  the  jib,  aud  a  close-reefed  fore-top^Mul.  Under 
Ihia  little  canvaaa  wo  mnde  three  hnndied  and  twenty-eeven  milea* 
dietanee  in  twenty-four  hours ;  averaging  mora  than  thirteen  and  a  half 
miles  an  hour  for  the  whole  dstance.  We  continued  runuing  at  this 
rate  for  three  days,  whpvi  wp  fonnd  that  we  had  made  nine  hundred 
and  fifty-seven  miles'  distance  by  k)g,  and  nine  hundred  and  eig|ity« 
two  by  asixonumtcal  observations. 

AseMiAir  Ifllitf  The  wind  now  moderated,  and  hauled  to  the  south* 
eooch-east,  wiri»Ogfc»biMBa  ami  fiiir  weather ;  bnt  on  Friday,  the  tSth, 
being  in  lat.  M°  3<r  a,  long.  127°  15  E.,  we  again  took  a  stang 
brwze  from  we^t-Hv-'^oTuh,  attended  with  squalls  of  hail  and  snow. 
We  contintied  our  coiirsi  ,  steering  for  I^rd  Auckland's  Group,  without 
seeing  any  mdicatioiM  ot  land,  or  any  ice ;  but  great  numbers  oi  oceoaia 


'  See  the  Pint  Voj-ag*,  Qupur  IV.,  ^  flft 
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IMs  of  (filfereBlkiii^t.  The  nek  wm  now  reoovering  ▼ery  fttt,  ImiI 
as  yet  neither  of  the  officers  was  able  to  stand  the  decs. 

Deremher  2^(h. —  Wn  hr\<\  variable  winds  and  ocraj<ional  thick  wpa- 
ther  (torn  ihc  18lh  until  Monday,  the  28lh,  when  we  arrivfd  at  Lord 
Auckland's  (Vroup,  and  at  eleven,  A.  M.»  anchored  inCamley  's  Harbour^ 
in  four  fathoms  of  water,  clay  bottom,  sheltered  from  all  winds. 

After  giving  the  Antareiic  the  whole  length  of  ber  two  bower  cables,. 
I  had  our  inTftlide  all  brought  upon  deck,  to  enjoy  the  salubrity  of  the 
aU|  the  beauty  of  the  scene,  and  the  dolicious  fragrance  wafted  to  us 
fiom  the  nefghbonnn<T  prove-,  which  abound  with  flowrrs  of  the  most 
beautiful  tints  and  ibc  swectrst  odours.  Nature  reigns  lien  m  her 
virgiQ  charms,  unnllcd,  unpoliuied — tor  man,  the  self>Btyled  iurd  oi  her 
treaaims,  1ms  not  yet  imnided  on  this  Eden  of  tho  aooih,  to  mu  die 
lieaoty  of  ber  woits. 

Ikember  29th* — On  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  29th,  I  arose  from 
my  couch  refreshed  and  invigoratcf?  by  the  first  night's  rr^t  I  had  en- 
joyed for  a  long  time.    'fTie  weatlier  was  delightiui ;  an<I  ihe  singing 


spirits.  We  again  brovght  tho  siek  upon  iledc,  to  inhale  the  health- 
na  aov  viA  enjoy  the  sumnnding'  prospeet  Wo  then  proceeded  to 
ifao  task  of  cleansing,  purifying,  and  disinfecting  every  part  of  the  Aa» 

tarclic  which  was  capable  of  containing  the  1cn55t  impure  nir.  Every 
article  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  Irom  the  largest  size  down  to  that 


and  waM  with  vinegar  in  every  part  that  ooidd  be  got  at. 

Deeembtr  aOliL-^On  the  Iblbwiog  day,  wfaidi  waa  Wednesdi^,  tho 
30th,  the  convalescent  oflieera  and  seamen  were  so  much  recruited  in 

heahli  and  i^pirit*;  that  they  were  able  to  take  a  short  walk  on  shore, 
which  much  acerlerated  the  progress  of  their  rpro\  rry.  ( hi  iliejr  return 
they  gave  the  most  annnaimg  descriptions  o(  the  icrtility  ami  beauty 
of  the  Ihtle  range  of  country  they  had  walked  over. 

IkeemUr  91$$* — We  now  began  to  msko  preparstione  for  examin- 
ing  tho  iilattd  for  for-sesl ;  and  on  Thursday,  the  31st,  Messn*  Hunt 
and  Johnson  started  on  a  cruise  with  the  two  boats,  in  search  of  tho 
animiili  whose  garments  we  coveted.  'Diose  who  were  still  on  the 
&ick-iiiii  made  tliemselves  iisefui  in  repairing  (lie  sails  and  getting  the 
vessel  in  order,  alter  her  thorough  purification. 

January  Ist,  1830.— On  the  following  morning,  it  being  New-year*8 
€ay,  tho  eomplmmiia  of  the  aeason  were  most  cordially  given,  tnd 
as  heartily  reciprocated  by  every  sold  on  board.  The  day  was  cele- 
brated by  shooting  a  number  of  fine  wfld-dncks,  on  wliich  the  invalids 
made  a  hearty  dinner.  In  the  afternoon  we  hauled  the  seine,  but  with 
HO  great  sui  eess.  Before  we  returned  on  hoard,  however,  wr  eolleetcd 
a  lurgc  quaniily  of  purslain  and  celexTf  together  with  a  great  number 
of  beautiful  wild'flowers,  which  filled  the  cabin  and  forecastle  with 
m6b.  a  gmtefol  perfume,  that  it  wis  like  aleeping  among  roees.  Wo 
abo  fom  lOmo  beautiful  b«nes»  of  which  I  brought  a  small  quantity 
OB  board  to  my  wifop  who  apipooved  much  onlivaasd  by  the  sight  of  tho 


Digitized  by  Google 


AITCKIANB  I8Ifi8. 


ilovrer^  nnd  thr  fruir,  nnd  especially  by  a  little  bildt  of  esq^UUte  pllh- 
mage,  which  we  caught  in  the  forest. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  26th  of  October,  my  vvue  now  attempted 
to  walk  alone,  by  the  assistance  of  her  brother  and  myself,  who  su^ 
tioDod  ounelvea  at  a  thort  distance  apart  m  the  cabin,  with  oar  anno 
fliteiided,  while  ahe  would  totter  from  one  to  the  other,  in  the  same 
inanncr  as  an  infant  is  first  taught  to  vcntiifc  itself  alone  on  iis  tiny 
feet.  The  success  of  this  experiment  lilkd  her  witli  such  jnv  ihat  it 
quite  overcame  her ;  and  while  resting  her  head  on  n\y  shoulder,  she 
poured  out  from  the  fulness  of  her  heart  u  prayer  of  gratitude  and 
praiao  to  Heaven,  for  this  and  other  blessings  she  had  experienced. 
On  beeominf  a  little  more  composed,  she  exclaimed,  **  Oh,  if  my  dear 
mother  could  but  just  see  me  beginning  to  learn  to  walk,  after  beings 
deprived  so  loni^  of  the  use  of  my  limbs,  how  thankful  to  Heaven  she* 
would  be,  for  tins  act  of  mercy  to  her  daughter." 

In  the  course  of  a  subsequent  conversation,  of  a  very  afiecting  and 
mtereetiji|(  chaneter,  napoetinff  the  afflictiooa  whidi  haid  attended  cnr 
voyage  amco  wo  left  New-York,  she  evinced  so  much  philosophical 
calmness,  pious  resignation,  and  humble  reliance  on  the  wisdom  and> 
mercy  of  her  Creator,  that  I  ventured  to  commimirate  lo  her,  for  the 
first  time,  the  fact  of  (leery  and  8pumey's  havuig  been  removed  to 
another  stale  uf  exisicuce. 

Tho  ahodt  of  tfaia  dbastroita  intelligence  overeaaBe  her  asanmetf 
fortitude  at  onee ;  ahe  burst  into  tears,  and  Ibr  some  time  refused  l» 
he  consoled.  Yoimg  Geery  had  been  the  favoured  and  accepted  suiter 
of  her  sister,  to  whom  he  wa«?  solemnly  betrothed  when  wc  sailed  on 
this  ill-omened  voyage.  "Do  let  me  Avcep,  Benjamin,"  said  my  wife, 
**for  I  cannot  help  it — these  tears  will  relieve  my  almost  bursting 
heart  Ho  waa  tho  hnrer  of  my  sister;  and  a  moio  iwblo  or  moro- 
manly  soul  never  animated  the  human  frame.  Ho  waa  worthy  of  her 
afiections,  and  he  posaessed  them.  I  weep  for  her,  and  his  poor 
morher,  wli05;r  lirnrt  will  break  when  she  hcnrs  the  dreadful  news. 
^  oil  know,  I5eri|;imiii,  that  she  doted  on  Saimiel  ;  aiiJ  his  filial  affec- 
tion wa*  most  exemplary.  Poor  discousoiate  mother !  you  was  indeed 
making  the  shroud  of  yuur  son  !** 

Why  ahoidd  I  prolong  or  extend  this  aceao  aiur  farther  t  I  eair 
portray  but  a  very  faint  and  imperfect  picture  of  the  reality ;  andl 
t!ionn;hor  the  most  thrilling  interc<?r  To  the  partic?  foncerned,  the  reader 
may  tliink  it  u  dull,  heavy  iiupfdiiiient  lo  the  progress  of  the  voyage 
I  wiil  therefore  return  to  our  nautical  duties. 

Our  long,  affecting,  and,  I  trust,  not  unprofitable  conversation  wae 
at  length  intemipted  by  the  arriTal  on  bcmrd  of  some  of  our  invalids 
aeamen,  who  had  been  r<  <  reating  thomaelves  itt  iho  majealie  groTO* 
and  delightful  valleys  of  this  charming  island.  On  meeting  them  al 
the  gangway,  T  found  th:a  Uiey  had  brought  a  few  berrie??,  and  a 
splendid  collection  of  i)ie  most  beautilul  flowers,  mieu^Ietl,  i)k  v  said, 
expressly  for  Mrs.  Morrell.  They  felt  dieir  health  and  sirengih  im- 
proving vny  fast,  they  said,  and  hooad,  by  the  blaaaing  of  Oed,  to  bo 
abletogototholrdiity  onthoMlowwgday.  Tbia  waa  tgioeabk  ii^ 
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teUigence  to  me,  ai»  m  c  had  considerable  work  lo  do»  our  saik  and  lif* 
ging  being  very  iniirli  out  of  repair. 

Jamutrjf  'id. — Oa  tlie  following  uiorniug,  wluch  was  SaiurJuy,  tiio 
2d  of  January,  aAer  eoDuniitiug  my  wife  to  the  care  of  her  brother* 
and  setting  all  hands  at  work  that  were  on  board,  I  took  the  small 
boat  Rnd  went  on  shorn,  with  the  inteatiaa  of  taking  a  stroll  about  the 
i«l  uul.  1  travelled  about  five  miles,  over  wood-rrowned  hill^,  fertile 
plains,  auU  luiwriant  vallfys  ;  and  on  uiy  return  lo  the  vrssp  1.  at  7, 
P.  Mm  I  carried  wiUi  mc,  iropluc^  and  Bpecimens,  several  beautiiul 
Unb  wbieh  I  had  shot,  and  a  large  coUection  of  floweia* 

January  ith. — On  Monday,  the  4th,  at  8,  P.  M.,  the  boats  retumed* 
after  pulling  round  the  island,  without  seeing  a  ■ul^ple  far-seal,  and  not 
more  than  twenty  of  the  hair  kind.  The  boats  were  immediately  taken 
up,  and  preparations  made  lur  leaving  tins  group  of  islands  on  the  Ib!- 
lowmg  morning.  In  the  mean  time,  I  presume  tliat  a  brief  descripuuxi 
of  the  prindpd  oae^  in  ahaibour  of  whieh  wtnow  Uy  at  anchor,  will 
Mt  be  uninteresting  to  the  leader. 

Auckland's  Oroup,'*^  as  it  is  called  on  the  charts,  is  a  etoster  of 
islands,  only  one  of  which  is  large  enough  to  deserve  the  Tinrnc.  and 
that  is  twenty-live  auies  ui  len^'h,  from  norrh  to  south,  and  iilu  i  it  in 
width,  from  ea&t  to  west.  It  ii>  siiuutcd  about  two  hundred  and  tiity 
miiea  sooth  of  New*Zealaad,  and  as  nianjr  lengaia  somh  fast  of  Ym 
Pieman's  Laiid»  being  in  the  South  Pacific  Ocean»  in  lai.  61^  9^  eootfat 
Img.  166°  20'  east.  It  was  discovered,  with  its  surroimding  islets,  bj 
rnptain  A.  Bris^ow,  in  IRflO.  It  is  moderately  elevated,  the  highest 
points  being  about  litn  cu  luuidred  feet  above  ilie  levelof  llic  sea.  li  is 
indented  witli  a  number  of  Uue  harbours,  where  ship£>  can  lie  in  safety, 
sheltered  (torn  all  winds.  A  few  islets  Lie  on  its  eastern  side ;  two  or 
three  oiheiaate  on  its  weiiein  side*  one  of  whidiis  cafiedDtsappoiat- 
ment  Island ;  Adams's  Island  lies  off  its  south  end,  sheltering  the  fme 
harbour  in  which  we  lay  at  anchor,  the  eastern  point  of  which  is  calJcvi 
Cape  Bennett.  On  the  noithreast  is  £ndertiy*s  Jslandt  and  on  the 
uortii  Briblow's  Koek. 

Carnlcy'»  Harbour  makea  in  about  four  imlcs  to  tiic  eastward  of  the 
south  cape ;  and  the  entranee  is  formed  by  two  bluff  point%fiKMn  which, 
to  the  head  of  the  lagoon,  the  distance  is  fifteen  miles.  The  passage  is 
about  two  miles  wide,  and  entirely  clear  of  dangers,  within  twen^* 
iire  fallioms  of  each  shore.  It  runs  in  first  north-north-west,  then 
north  and  uorih-uorth-east ;  forming,  at  tlie  ]icad  of  the  lagoon,  a  beau- 
tiful basin,  with  sufficient  room  for  half  a  dozen  ships  to  moor.  The 
leaal  water  from  the  entrance  until  we  came  near  the  ancliorage  was 
twenty  ^thorns,  mid-ehanneL  We  aiudioied  In  four  fathoms,  day 
giotind. 

The  western  side  of  this  iisland  is  a  perpendicular,  blufi^  iron-bound 
coast.  With  deep  water  within  a  hundred  fathom^  of  the  shore ;  wliilc 
the  eastern  coast  is  prin«-ipally  lined  with  a  pebliU  or  sandy  beach, 
behind  whu'h  are  extensive  level  pkua^,  covered  wiih  beautiful  groves, 

•  Tlin  ijraup  '-iraii  no  nafncd  m  honriur  nf  f^rrf  \uckUnd,  wlio  hr  l  right  \  r^r»  aH^rwurd.  Tills 

noblnmaii  t><-t;.iii  ins  ./■ir'-' r  III  ITTfi,  in-  r,^  n,ir'  uf       iMiiinu*iJt.iuT'»  :i|i|".iiii[(>i  to  ]<TO{'nMe  If rm*  of 

mpA ti wailtallmr  coUe«cBM  w»r»  Lord  H«we,  Hut  Henry  CUstoa,  Itc.  Tbe 


Digitized  by  Google 


Ito.}  BOIL  AWD  PRODUCTIOKS.  g^j 

irilfvlraftlte  lnftdarerc±lmMlng  1»ck  abmit  five  nalee,  nA  then  mmg 
into  elevated  hills.    The  WW  from  the  vessel,  in  approtchiiir  thte  Bide 

of  ihf*  island,  is  therefore  ver>'  pleasing  and  piciuresquc. 

AR  the  hill.s,  exreptin^  n  (ow  of  tlio  liiLhr-?,  arc  thickly  covered 
with  forests  of  lofiy  trees,  tioun,«,lung  wiih  such  extraordinary  vigour 
as  to  ifioid  a  maguihceiu  prospect  to  the  spectator.  The  lar'oe  trees 
tee  prineipaUjr  of  iwo  sons :  one  of  them  is  of  the  size  of  our  large 
nrs,  anti  grows  nearly  in  the  same  mamier;  hs  foliage  is  an  excellenl 
substitute  for  spntce  in  making  that  pleasant  and  wholesome  bereraffe, 
spnice-beer.  Tiie  other  resembles  our  maple,  and  often  grows  to  a 
great  size;  but  is  only  fit  for  ship-building  or  fuel,  being  too  heavy  for 
nasts  or  spats  of  any  dimeubious.  A  great  variety  of  trees  grow  in 
theTalleys  and  on  the  plain«»  one  of  whieh  bears  a  knid  of  plum,  about 
the  size  of  a  prime;  it  ripens  yellow,  bnt  has  an  nnplessant  taste, 
though  eaten  hy  most  of  the  crew.  Another  tree  bears  Howers  very 
much  like  the  myrtle.  There  also  grows  here  a  species  of  polyadel- 
phus,  Uio  leaves  of  which  we  u&ed  for  tea,  aad  found  them  to  be  an 
excellent  snbstititte. 

Theqoalily  of  the  sofl  on  Ais  island  is  suffieiently  indicated  by  the 
uniform  Inxuriam  growth  of  all  its  productions.  Were  the  forests 
cleared  awav,  very  few  spots  would  be  founr!  that  could  not  be  eon* 
verted  to  excellent  pasturage,  or  tillage  land.  The  vaile^-s  and  plains, 
nnd  iuii-sidea,  and  eveiy  spot  where  the  rays  of  the  sun  can  penetrate, 
*e  iKMif  cMiM  with  a  strong,  heavy,  luxuriant  grass,  interspersed  with 
many  natnral  speehnens  of  the  bomidless  treasnres  of  nature's  vegeta- 
blc  kiofdom.  This  extraordinary  strength  of  vegetation  is  no  £iibt 
greatly  assisted  by  the  agreeable  temperatnte  of  the  cfimate,  which  is 
very  fine. 

A*^""'^'"''^"'^^*^^  P'^"^^  ^^^y  procured  here  in  great  abundance 
Atong  the  margms  of  the  coves,  and  by  the  side?  of  all  the  frcsli  water 
streams,  the  wfld  cdety  fbvrishes  in  great  prolusion.  »S(;urvy.ffrass 
IS  also  seen  m  ahnoat  every  direction.  M  ship^nasters  on  lone 
▼opgcs  know  the  worth  of  these  plants  m  eases  of  the  scorfT.  They 
are  very  palatable  and  refreshing,  whether  prepared  as  salads  or Bofled 
as  greens.  iJesides  the  vegetables  alre-Hlv  m^ntJonrf!.  there  are  eu- 
phorbia, crane's-bill,  cud-weed,  rushes,  bmd-wecd,  aighishadr,  iiofles, 
thistles,  vnnn's-bower,  vanenoe,  French  willow,  flax,  all-heai,  knot- 
grass  brambles,  eye-bright,  groundsel,  and  a  variety  of  others,  for 
which  1  know  no  appellation;  and  many  of  those  already  meationodaifer 
in  many  respects  from  plants  of  the  same  famUyin  the  United  States. 

rominy  own  observations,  combined  witli  tlie  reports  of  others  I 
nmst  m^thut  iliis  section  of  the  animal  kingdom  is  rather  indiffer- 
ently  sterted,  with  the  single  exccpuon  of  its  ornithological  depart- 
mm,  Jfoqnadniped  fan  em  been  seen  on  this  island,  nor  even  a 
tr  ice  of  any,  larger  than  the  rat.  OfreptHes  thereareonlv  three  sorts 
ol  harmless,  inofren«=t^  e  lizards  ;  and  mserts  are  quite  Baited  in  mmi* 
^r  and  variety.  The  principal  sorts  are  hutrrrfns,  tlrn-on-flies,  sand- 
^ra,  grasshoppers,  und  scorpion-flies,  which  make  the  woods  echo 
With  their  ehhrping.    There  are  also  sewal  sorts  of  spiders,  and  a  few 
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Hm  IMs  «r»  mmMMNM,  and  beaviifiil  bovond  toeription ;  and  I 
WW  at  a  toca  which  most  to  admire,  the  lovely  tinu  of  their  pliiiiiagB 
or  the  sweetness  of  their  liquid  melody,  with  which  the  forests  were 
rendered  vocal.  Two,  in  particular,  attracted  the  most  of  my  atten- 
tion ;  one  uf  ihem  a  small  green  bird,  and  the  oUier  a  bird  about  the 
size  of  a  quaii,  with  a  crest  very  much  liiie  Uiat  of  liie  maccaroui-pen- 
gtiin,  only  nmcb  riehert  and  the  back  of  a  diaiweable  bine.  These 
iwo  birds  are  the  most  delightful  singers  that  1  ever  heard.  They 
may  both  very  justly  be  called  mocking-birds,  for  their  melody  is  ao 
sweet,  and  their  notes  so  varied,  that  o?ip  would  imagine  himself  sur- 
rounded by  a  hundred  difirreiu  kmds  of  birds,  all  singing  at  once. 
There  are  three  or  iuur  oiiier  kinds  of  birds  tliai  sing  very  sweetly* 
and  aeraral  kinda  that  I  ncTar  heard  sing.  I  also  amw  a  speciea  of 
the  euekoo ;  and  the  groaa-beak,  about  the  aiie  of  atfanuKwooaiiiion. 
Parrots  and  paioqoets  are  very  numenwa,  add  generally  of  the  most 
beautiful  pfauaage.  There  aie  likewise  a  TarfeQr  of  laigo  wood> 
pigeons. 

But  tlie  most  eurtou^  bad  whicii  I  saw  on  this  island  in  called  hf 
aome  thecoldeii-winged  pigeon.  It  is  remaikable  fiir  having  most  of  iho 
wing-feathers  mark^  with  golden  yellow,  changing  its  oohmrs,  ac- 
cording to  the  difierent  ligb^  in  which  it  is  viewed,  to  green  and 

bronze  :  formin«»,  when  the  wings  are  closed,  two  bars  acro«?s  the  back. 
The  bill  and  legs  are  red ;  the  lower  part  of  the  nerk  and  the  fore- 
part of  die  head  are  of  a  dove-colour,  aud  a  dark-browm&h  red  passes 
each  eye.  The  two  middle  Ibatheia  of  Ao  taU  are  lighter  than  the 
other  parts  of  the  plnmage,  which  incluMS  to  a  bngbt  lOM^oloiir,  witb 
a  bar  of  black  near  the  ends. 

I  also  saw  two  k'xnth  of  falron'=!,  nnd  tliree  or  fonr  ?pecics  of  owls. 
Amonc;  the  rocks  we  found  black  sea-pics,  with  red  bills,  and  crested 
sh  ig.ii  of  a  leaden  colour.  About  the  shorrs  area  few  sen  uuHs,  black 
hcrous,  wild  ducks,  plovers,  saiid-laik^,  sxiipcs,  rooks,  nellies,  and  sev- 
eral kinds  of  penguins. 

Fish  are  plentjr*  and  of  many  varieties.  The  principal  kinds  which 
fell  under  our  observation  while  we  lay  at  this  island  were,  rock-cod» 
mackerel,  bhck-fHh,  skate,  bine  dolphins,  conger-eels,  elephant-fish, 
mullets,  soles,  douuders,  bluo  porgie^,  jr^inuirds,  nurses,  hake,  paracu- 
tas,  parrot-lish,  leather-jackets,  and  a  kmd  of  small  salmon.  Of  all 
these,  the  salmon,  rodt-eod,  and  Uaek-fish  an  the  best,  being  of  so* 
perior  quality.  These  are  the  only  acalo^Mi  that  eama  wuler  mf 
notice ;  though  I  have  DO  donbt  but  there  are  many  more  apoeiea  of 

which  Nve  know  nothinfr. 

Of  (lie  diilcreiu  kinds  of  '-hcllfish  the  most  abundant  and  most  de- 
licious are  muscles,  some  of  which  are  from  twelve  to  fifteen  inches 
in  length,  and  equal,  in  every  respect,  to  a  Blue  Point  oyster.    There ^ 
are  many  others  of  a  amaller  sue,  which  are  equally  fat  and  palataUew 
Clanaa  ave  plenty  on  thoboaehea  at  low  tide,  and  excellent-flavoiared 

Sisters  are  Ibnnd  in  mipy  places,  hut  their  aiie  ia  very  diminutive, 
es ides  these  there  are  periwinkles,  limpets,  wilks  sea-eggs,  star-fish,. 
sea-earR,  crabe»  crawfisb,  and  many  ottier  kinds  unknown  m  thi» 

country. 
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Od  th«  whole,  I  think  that  AuekhncPli  Island  it  one  of  thefiMMt 

places  for  a  small  settleniem  that  can  be  found  oti  any  island  in  the 
southern  hemisphere  above  \}\v  !nti!u()c  of  ihirtv-tive.  Even,'  valu- 
able aiumal  would  thrive  here,  sui  h  as  hullo<  ks,  iiorses,  sheep,  goals, 
^hogs, foxes,  rabbits,  geese, ducks,  aiid  pouitry  of  ail  knids  ;  allot'  which 
would  increase  and  multiply  as  fast  as  in  any  other  part  of  the  workL 
Grain,  ftuits,  and  vegeuues  of  all  kmde  (excepting  the  tropical  firniey 
could  he  made  to  flourish  here  wkh  tery  little  latMor.  No  island  on 
the  globe,  of  equal  dimensions,  can  boast  so  many  excellrnt  harbours, 
sale,  and  easy  of  access  ;  and  at  the  head  of  each  is  a  beautiful  valley, 
extending  inland,  admirably  calculated  lor  Uie  site  of  a  village.  The 
whole  island  is  well  watered,  and  would  form  a  delightful  retreat  to  a 
lew  amiahle  faniliMt  who  wiah  fin'   a  dear  little  isle  of  their  own*" 

Tlie  climate  is  nuM,  temperate,  and  sahMoos.  I  have  been  told  by 
men  of  the  first  respectability  and  talents,  who  had  visited  this  island 
in  the  n)otit!\  of  July,  the  dead  of  winter  in  this  latifudc,  corresponding 
to  our  jHiiuarv%  that  the  weather  was  mild  as  respects  cold,  as  the  mer- 
cury was  never  lower  than  38°  iu  the  valleys,  and  the  trees  at  the 
aame  time  retained  their  verdare  as  if  It  wae  nudeoaHner.  I  have  no- 
doubt  but  I  he  foliage  of  many  of  the  trees  remains  until  they  are  pushed 
olT  in  the  following  spring  by  a  new  crop  of  buds  and  leaves.  At  the 
nine  wc  were  here  the  mercury  iu  the  thermometer  selJom  rose  hiohcr 
ihaii  76  ",  aUhough  it  answered  to  our  July.  The  weather  is  generally 
good  at  all  seasons  of  the  year ;  although  there  are  occasional  high 
winds,  attended  with  heavy  rains.  These  siorme,  however,  eeldoittlttt 
more  than  twenty-four  hours. 

In  the  year  1823,  Captain  Robert  Johnson,  in  the  schooner  Henry, 
of  New- York,  took  from  this  island,  and  the  surrounding  islets,  about 
thirteen  thousand  of  as  goo*l  fur-seal  skitis  as  ever  were  brought  to  iho 
^few-Yurk  market.  He  was  then  in  the  employment  of  Messrs. 
Byers,  Rogers,  M^Imyre,  and  Nixon;  who  fitted  mm  out  oit  hie  eeeond 
vo3rage,  in  the  Heniy,  in  the  most  complete  and  liberal  manner,  la  the 
year  1824.  From  Uiis  voyage  he  never  retttmed.  He  was  last  seen 
at  the  south  cape  of  N'ew-Zenhnth  in  the  following  year*  havinij  lo^t 
three  men,  who  wc  ie  thowm  d  aiCliatham  T^hmfk.  Captam  Johnson 
and  tlic  remauuicr  ol  ias  crew  were  then  all  in  good  health,  and  had 
aeventeen hundrsd  prime  fiir-eeal  skins  on  booid  the  Hcmy.  Myni- 
Ibrmants  IMier  stated,  that  the  Heniy  left  New*2ealand  on  a  cruise 
to  the  south  and  east,  in  search  of  new  lands,  between  the  sixiieth  and 
sixty-fifth  degrees  of  south  latitude ;  and  as  he  h-is  never  been  heard 
of  sinee  leaving  New-Zealand,  it  is  very  proha!)h-  iji  it  he  made  dis- 
covery ol  Kotiie  new  iJjland  neartheparailel  of  tiO,  on  which  the  Henry 
was  shipwrecked.  I  have  no  doubt,  that  if  a  vessel  should  cruise  in 
that  direction,  she  wodd  fsO  in  with  islaiide  ahomMling  with  fnr«eal ; 
and  poesibly  find  Captain  Johnson,  or  part  of  hie  crew,  yet  aUve. 
the  sake  of  humanity,  I  hope  that  the  experiment  w  ill  yet  be  tried. 

Although,  the  Anrkland  Isles  once  abounded  with  iminrroiis  lierds  of 
fac  and  tiair-scal,  the  American  and  English  seauten  engaged  lu  this 
business  have  made  such  clean  work  of  it  as  scaK'ely  to  leave  a  breed } 
*  ataUevmtts,  theiewatMmmlhMaltnbtlmdmitlieiili^flMi^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


364  STEWARTS  ISLAND  HEW-ZBALMO).  [1830. 


iiarv.  1830.  We  therefore  got  under  way  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday, 
the  5ih,  at  6  o'«*lo(  k,  antl  steered  for  anotlier  cluster  of  islands,  or 
rather  rocks,  c  alled  Thf  NV?  /r  v,"  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  north 
of  Auckland's  group,  and  ai^out  5ixty  south  of  Isew-Zealand. 

This  cluster  of  craggy  rocks  is  iu  lai.  48^  4'  south,  long.  106^  IB' 
ei8t ;  extending  five  milee  in  the  direcdon  of  eael4iorth-«a8t  and  west- 
aoutb-weal.  They  were  first  diaoefflrad  \if  Vancouver,  who  gave  them 
a  name  exprrssi\  t  of  t]it  ii  chararter,  as  beinsf  very  likely  to  draw  the 
unwarj' mariiK  r  )M!(>  ulanmiig  difficulties.  We  searched  them  in  vain 
for  fur-seal,  wnli  wlucii  they  formerly  uboiindcd.  I'he  popuiaiiou  was 
ejuioct,  cut  off,  root  and  branch,  by  the  sealers  of  Van  Dieman^s  Land, 
Sidney,  &c.  We  therefeve  aqdared  away  liMr  the  aotuh  eape  of  New* 
Zealand,  with  a  fine  breeze  from  south-west,  and  fair  weather. 

Jan.  1th. — On  the  morning  of  Thursday,  the  7th,  at  5  A.  M.,  we 
were  close  in  with  the  soiiih  cape  of  New-Zealand  ;  or,  more  properly, 
Stewart's  Ijsiaiid,  wiiieh  is  separated  Jrom  the  main  island  by  a  j)assaf^e 
about  twenty  miles  wide»  called  Foyeaux's  iSirait.  Tliis  pa&sage 
eSeer  of  ilangafa  on  the  aonth  ahere,  but  the  north  ahoie  presente 
nnMMNU  ialanda  and  loeii,  with  deep  and  spaeioua  haiheiiia  within 
them,  nmning  some  distance  into  the  maud  and. 

Stewart's  l-l.incl,  wUicii  forms  the  snuthern  extremity  of  New-Zea- 
land, is  ot  cniibider.tble  magniitide,  and  us  nmi souUierly  pomtt  called 
Cape  8oulh,  is  m  latitude  47^  18'  souili,  long.  167^  14'  east.  Its 
sonthem and  weatern  fincia  have  an  elevatioDof  omvo  than,  two  thou* 
mnA  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea ;  hot  on  its  northern  and  eastern 
sides,  the  land  descends  into  deep  valleys  and  fertile  jdaius.  The 
whole  surface  of  the  island,  except  the  summits  of  the  most  lol'ty  hdls, 
is  covf  red  with  a  rich  meUow  soil,  dothed  wiih  heavy  forests  of  ex- 
csallent  sinp-tiniber. 

On  the  south-east  aide  of  the  island  ia  a  beautiful  and  apacioof 
harfaottTt  the  entrance  to  whtidi  ia  nanow,  and  easy  of  aeceaa.  After 
l^aaini;  within  this  entrance,  it  branchea  oC  north  and  south,  in  two 
arm><.  in  each  of  which  is  safe  ancliora^e.  This  is  called  Sooth  Port; 
and  a:  the  time  of  our  visit,  &gaag of  men  ifOmlSidaey  were  herCf  em* 
ployed  in  buildiiiEr  a  vesseL 

Tlie  west  pun  uf  tins  island  is  dangerous  for  a  bliip  to  approach  in 
the  night,  oe  theio  ore  many  reeftiunmng  ont  to  the  weatwaM*  fim 
thaea  to  fonr  nulea,  on  wfaidi  the  aea  breaks  with  great  violence.  Tbe 
coast  to  the  south  and  east  is  bold  close  to  the  shore,  and  entirely  free 
from  hidden  dangers,  lialf  a  mile  from  the  land  :  but  on  the  north-fast 
point  of  this  islaad  iht-re  ;(  red  running  olf  to  the  eastward  'vh<mx 
three  miles,  upon  wliich  tiie  sea  seldom  breaks  wiili  a  westerly  wind, 
ailfao«|^  there  is  not  more  than  ten  feet  of  water  on  its  extreme  poinu 
Fm  Cape  Sovdi  <^The  Snarea**  bear  abnat  aomh  W  west,  diatank 
nineteen  leagues. 

Jan.  BtL — On  Friday,  the  8th  of  January,  we  left  Stewart's  Isie^ 
with  a  fine  brppzf*  from  soulh-south-wpst.  and  fair  weather,  and  at  10, 
A.M.,  were  clot»e  in  with  what  is  PMlkd  Molyneux's  H  irl>uur,  on  the 
souili>^aat  side  of  New-Zealand  proper ;  but  instead  of  u  "  deep  awl 
apoMona  haihemry"  m  reportsd  by  ita  daicovaaet»we  fiwd  nathingbm 
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a  small  bond  ift  die  hud,  bet«reen  two  lov  poittt  tri>o«  time  ailie 
■eroee,  tnid  o&e  mile  deep. 

We  toon  bad  a  friendly  visit  from  about  lifty  nathrei*  who  ohmo 

on  board  m  ifhout  the  least  lir-itntion,  and  opened  an  intercourse  with  ui 
without  reserve.  AVe made  them  some  iriftmg  presents,  m  1 1  irh  appeared 
to  ^ive  t]i€in  much  pleasure.  In  return,  they  gave  mc  a  pressing  invi- 
tation to  visit  their  little  villBpe,  at  tlie  Ibot  of  a  valley  near  tbe  head 
of  the  hey.  Bat  he&re  I  iBvite  the  loader  to  eoconpany  me  on  irfiore, 
it  will  be  proper  to  eay  eometiiing  about  thie  ktenetiag  eoaMry  of  New- 
Zealand  :  the  next  chapter  will  therefore  commpncp  with  a  few  lacts 
rollected  from  the  most  autheouc  sources,  and  conlirmed  bf  my  own 
personal  observation. 


CHAPTER  III. 

New-Zcalami^ — Intercouwc  with  ihe  >»'aU'»es — Their  Habitations,  Apparel,  Work- 
ing toolt,  and  Weapons — Eating  Human  Flesh — ^FaceortheCountiy — BanktRs 
Pcnmsula— f 'ook'sCiipe,  Harbour,  and  Strait — Vinit  from  the  Natives — Womm 
an  Article  ol  i  ralfic — Ea^i  Cape — ^Mercury  Bav — Great  DtilHy  of  Missioaariea— ■ 
Bay  of  Islands — Royal  Visiters — Visit  to  the  Mission — Orderly  Arrangeiucnt— 
Sail  to  the  Xorih— The  Xew-HebrtileA— Hope  IalaiMt~Ste«r  to  the  West— 
JNew  Discoveries  anticipated. 

JHEW'ZEAum  eofietste  of  two  large  islands,  lying  nonbeaet  ani 

aotttlMvcst  of  each  other,  in  the  South  Paeifie  Ocean,  separated  by  a  pas- 
sage called  Cook*8  Strait.  The  northernmost  of  these  islands  is  called 
by  the  natives  Enh^'inf^-maiir,  ■:im\  the  soiilhernraost  Tari  Po'rnftmmoo. 
The  northern  islami  is  lour  hundred  and  thirty-six  miles  in  length,  and 
ks  medium  breadth  is  probably  about  sixty  miles ;  it  con^rises,  tlierefore, 
mott  than  twentj-eix  thooeand  square  nrike.  The  eomhetn  Maai  ia 
three  hundred  and  slxl3r  mfles  hi  Imigth,  and  averages  ■bout  one  hondnd 
hi  breadth ;  comprking  thirty-six  thousand  square  miles. 

The  whole  cotintrv  of  New-Z-^  iland  lies  betwppn  the  tlurty-fourtli 
and  forty-eighth  decrees  of  south  latitude  ;  and  between  the  iongiludiniU 
degrees  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine* 
east  from  Greenwich.  Its  mean  location,  theveibre,ialaiitiide  41^0% 
long.  ITS^  (T  east.  This  eomitiy,  or  rather  tta  wettem  eoaM,weslini 
discovered  in  1642  by  Tasman.  Thediseovery  was  afterward  pnrsned 
by  M.  de  Sur\ille,  a  French  navigator;  contiimed  by  the  celebrated 
Cook,  and  completed  by  the  enterprising  Vancouver,  who  was  the  pupil 
of  that  great. navigator.  Not  bcin?  able  to  reach  one  of  the  arms  of 
Dnsky  Bay,  near  the  western  point  of  the  northern  island.  Cook  gav«  it 
thonaneof  «*JM0jyi^noi(Mk«A«tf.*>  Hiipaptteaeeeeded,andchanfPo4 
name  to  ^  Somebody- knows^gktt J*  This  poiat,  wMeh  is  alU-d 
Cape  West,  is  about  three  hnndred  aiid  fifty  kragnaaeootfi-east  of  Peit 
Jackson,  Botany  Bay. 

This  oountiy  is  n^kttjr  rising  into  importance  in  pr^rtion  ae  ii 
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bcrompR  morp  known.  It  is  well  watered,  fortilp,  and  highly  pro- 
ducii\r  of  vvrrx  species  of  vegetation  congcni;;!  to  :is  sariely  of  climate, 
in  an  extent  of  lourteen  degrees  of  latitude.  But  it  is  mostly  interesting 
on  account  of  its  extensire  population  of  aborigines ;  a  peculiar  people, 
wiio  are  sepanisd  iote  tnbes  or  imtkms,  esch  of  vluch  is  govenod 
by  its  oM-n  chief  or  king.  The  nmihem  island  is  divided  inlo  eigbt 
principal  districts,  which  are  again  subdivided  into  smaller  sections, 
over  which  inferior  rliiefs  hold  dominion.  It  appears,  however, 
tliat  tlie  areeker,  or  kniL:  ol  a  ciisiricl,  is  not  absolute  Hi  jiower,  as  the 
inferior  chiefs  make  iVequcul  wari>  on  cacii  giliei,  \s  Jtiiiout  consulting  him. 

TiM  native  Inhabitants  of  New-Zealand  are  evidently  of  Che  sana 
otiffinal  stoclc  with  die  Otaheitans,  the  people  of  the  Friendly  Islands* 
and  the  other  Polynesians.   Their  language  is  radically  the  tame  as 

tliat  of  the  Otaheitnns  They  linvo  crenprnlly  dark  tawny  complexions^ 
though  i  have  seen  a  lew  of  them  coiupantuvely  fair,  aud  others  again 
quite  black.  Their  coimtenanccs  are,  with  few  exceptions,  pleasing 
ttid  Intelligent,  withom  those  Indications  of  feiociiy  wiiieh  some  of* 
thelf  actions  would  lead  tis  to  antieipate.  The  men  are  taU,  mns* 
cular,  and  well  made. 

The  village  at  the  head  of  Molyneux*.- 1 It< rigour,  which  is  called  by 
the  natives  Tavaimoo,  contaiiin  tweniy-ciglii  liuis,  of  miserable  accom- 
modations. The  bebt  among  them  are  shaped  like  our  barns,  being 
sbom  ten  feet  high,  thirty  feet  in  length,  and  twelve  or  fifteen  in  breaddu 
The  inside  is  strongly  constructed,  and  well  fastened  together  by  osiers 
or  snppic  vines.  They  are  painted,  generally,  m-itli  red  sides  and 
black  roofs,  using  the  same  kind  of  material  as  that  with  which  ihcy 
daub  tlif'ir  hices  At  one  end  is  a  small  liole,  just  large  enough  to 
admit  one  pei;bOii,  siooping  iow  ;  tiiis  serves  as  a  doL>r ;  while  another 
hole  considerably  smaller,  answers  the  double  purpose  of  chimney  and 
window. 

Few  of  their  habitations,  liowevoft  are  constructed  in  this  luxurioaa 
manner.    The  most  of  them  arc  less  than  half  tills  size,  and  are  seldom 

more  than  four  or  five  feet  in  lit*ii,'ht.  They  are  framed  of  yoimg  trees, 
nnd  I  hat  died  with  long  coarse  grass.  Tlieir  liousehold  furniture  con- 
sists of  a  few  small  baskets  or  bags,  in  which  they  deposite  theic 
iishing-gear,  and  other  trifles.  They  squat  down  in  toe  middle  of  these 
buis,  around  the  ftre,  uid  often  sleep  all  ni^tinihismannertwiih- 
out  any  other  covering  than  what  tliey  have  worn  dttring  the  daj. 

Both  sexes  arc  clothed  alike,  having  a  garment  made  of  the  silky 
hrn^p,  wliich  is  a  natural  production  of  the  country.  These  robrs  arc 
five  feet  long,  and  four  broad,  and  this  is,  their  principal  munuhicLurc, 
which  is  performed  by  knottmg  attd  runnuig  liie  warp  on  the  ground, 
and  working  in  the  filing  by  hand.  Their  war  mats  are  vide  in  the 
aame  manner,  and  are  sometimes  highly  ornamented.  I  hnweht  home 
a  nnpber  of  them,  two  of  which  1  presented  to  the  proprietor  of  Peale*e 
Museum,  in  Broadway,  New-York,  together  with  a  Ncw-Zraland  axe 
made  of  jasper,  and  a  nuniherof  tlieir  bows,  lurows,  spe;irs,  war-olnb-)-, 
paddles,  «kc.  <fec.  I  made  a  suuilnr  donation  to  Srudder's  Amencaa 
Museum,  where  they  have  been  much  admired  ;  and  ;ilso  to  the  M tiawai 
ieihecityorMMqr. 
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As  it  18  in  all  filligw  as  wdl  is  citiest  ibeietf  is  here  divided  into 
two  distinct  classes,  corresponding  to  patricians  and  plebeians ;  the 
New-/(^al;inders  call  the  former  class  rungafecdaSj  and  the  latter  they 
call  kookics.  Besides  these  mats  or  robes,  which  are  fastened  round 
tiie  body  with  a  highly  oniaineated  girdle,  the  rungateedas  wear  onia- 
iMiilt  of  tlieUat  feathers,  beads,  &c.  Bat  the  hamble  hookieM  fsnerally 
watr  nothing  mote  than  a  quantity  of  the  sedge-plant,  badly  rnanu* 
iactured,  thrown  over  the  shimlders,  and  fastened  with  a  string,  falling 
-down  on  all  sides  to  the  knoe??.  Wf  irn  sitting  down  in  t!its  dress,  they 
could  hardly  be  tHstiriLjiuslu  il  from  liie  ^ray  rocks  or  sionc^.  il  tlu  ir 
bUck  heads  did  not  project  above  the  garment  which  covers  liic  body. 

The  New-Zealandsrs  havo  some  a»elleiit  domestio  babita,  and 
evince  extraordinary  ingenuity  in  n  few  arts.  Kafing  no  nelalUo 
TMsels  for  boiling  their  food,  they  contrive  to  cotAi  their  fem>root,  and 
their  potatoes,  by  means  of  two  hollow  stones,  in  whirh  they  first  pitt 
the  ruot.^,  surrounded  by  a  few  moist  leaves  oi  some  well-flavoured 
plant,  and  ilicn  applying  the  iiuliuw  i>idei>  of  liic  stoues  to  one  another, 
Ml  thnm  Ihoiougtdy  for  a  dns  length  of  tnne ;  at  the  end  of  which 
the  eonteots  are  well  atewed  and  pmtdile  food.  They  make  woodea  ^ 
yisaels,  and  eanre  them  with  much  taste ;  cultivate  their  fields  widi 
great  neafiipss,  with  nothing  but  a  wooden  spade;  ronstrtirf  hirpe  and 
weil-tinished  canoes;  and  prepare  hshiug  tackle  and  other  implements 
in  a  wonderful  manner,  considering  their  limited  means  and  want  of 
toola.  Their  prineipd  neehaaieal  tool  is  ibmed  in  the  sfaa|ie  of  aa 
adm^  and  is  made  of  the  serpent-stone,  or  jasper.  Their  chiaels  and 
gouges  arc  genetaUy  made  of  the  same  maieriilt  bnt  sometimea  of  a 
black  solid  'on:  ■> '  ir  *  i  f!i  i;tsp<>r.  Their  tnfifiirrpieee  of  ingenuity 
is  carving,  whieli  tliey  display  on  the  most  in  i  'l  Ahjrcts,  as  well  as 
in  the  elegant  ligure-iieads  of  tlieir  canoes,  «L*ki .  I'hcir  cordage  for 
fUhing-lines,  nets,  &c.,  is  not  inferior  to  the  huest  we  liave  in  this 
eonntr}',  and  their  nets  are  admirabl  j  made.  A  bit  of  flint,  or  a  shsUr 
is  their  oolf  sabsthnie  for  a  knife,  and  a  shark*s  tootli,  fixed  in  a  pieoe 
of  wood,  serves  for  an  auger  or  ginileu  Tliey  also  fix  on  a  piece  of 
wood,  nicely  carved,  n  row  of  large  shark*s  teeth,  setting  them  in  a 
line,  and  their  sharp  edge^  all  <mo  wfiy.  This  answers  for  a  saw, 
which  (hey  u&e  in  ttieir  carpciiier-work,  and  uIho  for  the  purpose  of 
4«lting  up  the  bodies  of  iheir  eneimes  wIm  are  slain  in  battle. 

Their  wats  are  conducted  with  the  utmost  ferocity.  They  have 
short  spf^rir'-,,  wflii  h  they  throw  like  j:i\  (  lins,  from  a  distance  ;  long 
<anes,  w  hu  h  they  me  a**  Irrnres  ;  and  a  broad,  thick,  «shnrp-edged 
weapon  ol  sloue,  called  patoo-patuo^  with  which  thp>'  strike  each  other 
in  cUmc  combat,  :ind  which  sometimes  cleaves  the  t»cuU  at  a  single 
bhiw.  I  hionghl  home  spedmena  of  each  of  iheae  wcnpeiis,  whm 
are  now  in  the  mnasmiis  before  mentioned.  They  de\-our  the  bodies 
of  their  enemies  ;  but  not  from  a  i^ysical  appetite  or  relish  for  human 
^esh,  as  many  suppose.  Such  an  appetite  or  relish  was  never  y  et  ex- 
perienced by  any  cannibal  that  ever  exintcd.  The  iiorrid  rite  is  per- 
formed merely  to  appease  a  monii  appetite,  far  more  voracious  than 

thm  of  hunger.  It  b  done  to  oipveas  the  eHent  of  their  hatOi  ihiir 
rii|eiiB^  or  lodiwr  m  hmtiibte  awliee  that  woold  puiug  iti  weiim 
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beyond  ihv  routines  of  the  crravc ;  for  it  is  an  article  of  their  religious 
<:reed  tiiat  the  soul  oi  ;i  iikui  thus  drvourod  is  doorru  d  to  elemal  fire. 

Oa  tliis  subject,  1  hpeak  Jioia  personal  observation  and  erperience ; 
lor  I  have  had  much  u>  do  with  cannibals,  as  will  appear  in  ihe  sctjuel. 
I  have  been  pcesent  when  the  Hew-ZeateAden  ham  ceUhi  flted  their 
vktories  on  the  field  of  bettle,  and  witnessed  tbdr  duigOMMig  banquet, 
ai  which  their  own  stomachs  revolted  with  every  qmptom  of  loath- 
ing,  often  attended  with  reaching,  and  sometime*?  vomitin?.  I  have 
witnessed  this  horrible  scene  seveml  times,  wiih  ihe  s-.imc  irrrsi:  tiblc 
inference ;  oiherwiaie  I  should  noi  dma  liazard.  so  bold  a  contradicuon  o£ 
popular  opiaioa* 

But  tiM  pneecribed  limits  of  tfaie  irolume  will  noi  petmil  me  ID  es* 

tMd  these  remarks  farther ;  1  must  therefore  refer  the  raider  to 
narratives  of  other  voynges  for  farther  particulars  respecting  this 
curiuus  and  uuerejsUiig  peoplr     See  Cook's  Voyages,  Dairytnple** 
Hisioncai  Collection,  ilie  ^lairaiive  of  Nicholas,  Dr.  Forster,  Marioii. 
Faridaas,  €oUum»  Savage,  and  aten. 

Tlie genmU laea of  the  countrj,  cays Malie  Bfoa, mhrmhhm 
iHlfaflrlD  been  ez{dored,  i«  Hndiifaing;  the  kiSU  tmmg  uriA  m  ranai 
ascent  from  inconsiderahIf>  eminences  to  lofty  motmtains.  A  eontinned 
chain  of  hills  runs  from  tiie  north  cape,  southward,  through  tiie  whole 
country,  gradually  swelling  mio  mountains,  the  highest  of  which,  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Fortier,  is  If  onot  Egmont,  lying  in  latitude  89°  16'  8.,  and 
is  said  to  be  tlw  same  ui  «l0valk»  as  weH  as  an  feneral  i|ipeai«Mt 
aa  the  Peak  of  Teneriife.  It  is  cov^«d  with  perpemal  anow  s  paai 
way  down,  and  from  calculations  and  eomparif^ons  respecting  the  snow- 
line, he  concluded  its  height  to  be  fonrtecn  thoiiis«nd  seven  hundred 
and  sixty  feet,  f  Itherfs  are  led  by  various  considerations  to  assign  to 
it  an  elevauuu  oi  ten  thousand  feet.  Snares  Islands,  iiord  Auckland's 
Group,  and  Ifaeqname  Island,  to  the  sonth  of  No^JSealaad.  ahaw 
Ihe  caotinuatton  of  the  same  cham  of  moimiaiBS,  voder  watery  bf 
which  this  country  is  pervaded. 

.ffniHttrif  \Q!h — On  leaving  Molvrirux's  Harbour,  we  steered  to 
tlio  north,  wiiii  a  line  breeze  from  the  west,  fair  weather,  and  very 
smooth  water.  At  4,  P.  M.,  on  Sunday,  the  lOth  of  January,  we  were 
close  in  with  Banks's  Peniubula,  where  we  found  a  tolerable  ahelier  on 
the  north  side,  in  the  soutb-weat  pait  of  Gora'a  Bar.  Tbo  Mm 
cstKDity  of  Baaka*a  Peainsala  is  m  lat.4»'>  M'  aoA  \m%.  \W  14' 
east. 

Vessels  bottnd  to  the  north,  niong  this  coa«»t.  after  doubling  die 
priunsiiln,  wishnig  to  have  roninMi:ii(*nlion  with  the  natives,  will  find 
good  anchorage  by  steering  to  the  no rili* westward,  on  ilie  north  side 
of  the  pgHinwnls,  until  they  comeiq>  wiA  Oodtfa  Cape,  in  bo.  4^*41' 
8ondi»  long.  \W  6V  east  They  may  ^  Mrm  Kde  aoMhei^ 
nboot  eigMwn  mHea,  to  Cook^  Haibour,  whsas  ibay  will  be  abeintei 

from  all  wind*?,  rx^rpling  from  east-north-cri«?t  to  erti?t-south-ca«;f,  from 
which  quarter  4ho  winds  seldom  hlon  home  to  the  bottom  of  the  bay 
with  any  violence.    If  lK)und  into  this  harbour,  they  ra^  keep  the 
north  shore  of  the  peninsula  ckise  on  board,  imiil  they  oeaen 
aBehmage;  eitcepuxig  m  pasaing  Oaefck  Oape^  off  sAaon  iboM  is  a 
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.  small  reci;  about  two  miles  and  a  half  (torn  the  man  «Hort.  'WW 
M  the  head  of  the  bay*  the  heet  uwfaorage  will  be  found  on  the  noith 
jtide,  between  a  small  tshuid  and  the  niaiiilaiid,  m  fifteen  iathoms  of 

water,  muddy  bottom. 

There  are  but  few  imiivf^s  residing  at  tliia  bay,  and  these  few  live 
iu  a  very  uiiserabie  maimer,  subsisting  almost  entirely  on  shclhlsh,  as 
the  fern-root  in  here  very  scarce,  owing  probably  to  the  riiuuntaiiib  of 
fock  which  line  the  coast  near  the  peninsula. 

Janmrif  I3th. — We  continued  examining  the  coast  to  the  north 
and  eastward,  frequently  seeing  natives  on  shore,  making  signals  for 
lis  to  I  hkI.  Oil  Wednesday,  the  13th,  we  were  close  in  with  the 
aouLiiern  pomi  of  Cook's  Strait,  at  the  eastern  entraiu  e,  called  Cape 
Campbcil.  It  wa»  in  a  harbour  within  this  strait  that  \  aiicouver  lost  a 
bottle  crew,  upon  whose  bodies,  it  is  generally  supposed,  that  the  naiiTee 
feasted;  but  from  the  aGoount  I  received  mm  one  of  the  chieft  on  the 
noith  side  of  the  stnilv  I  am  led  to  beheve  that  the  flesh  was  thrown 
away,  and  tlie  bones  worn  as  ornaments  by  the  principal  chiefs.  Some 
of  these  bones  converted  to  iliis  use  were  stil!  to  be  found  among  the 
tribes  iu  lhi:s  vn  inity.  'i'here  are  many  fine  harbours  oa  liie  souiii  side 
of  the  straii,  with  suillcieut  water  to  admit  ships  of  any  size. 

At  4«  P«  M*»  we  were  close  in  with  Cape  PsIUaer,  which  is  the 
north-east  pointof  Cook's  Stnit,  and  is  in  lat.  41''  38'  south,  long.  179^  < 
S9'  east.  Off  Flat  Point,  we  received  a  visit  from  about  fifty  natives, 
who  insisted  upon  some  of  us  going  on  shore.  Their  articles  of 
trafHc  were  fish  and  fishing  gear,  ciiriositips,  and  women.  The  two 
£r!»i  were  immediately  purchased,  but  ilie  iatier  did  not  come  to  a 
good  msflcel. 

.  Jmwary  ISik^We  coothmed  on  our  passage  to  the  nortb-etsti 

flaiefully  examining  the  south-eastem  shores  of  this  island,  until  Fri- 
day, the  15th,  when,  at  '1.  V.  >!.,  we  were  in  the  entrance  of  Hawk's 
liay,  but  di<l  not  examine  ilic  Iiead  of  it,  which  is  deep,  and  Irom  ap- 
pearance coiiLdiiis  many  line  harf>onrs.  In  tlie  snudi-weat  arm  of  this 
bay  are  a  lew  small  islands,  about  one  nuie  oil-shore  firom  Cape  Kid- 
napper, or  the  south  pointed  the  bay,  with  some  sunken  roclts  anraiid 
them.  Oflf  the  north  point  of  the  bay,  or  Cape  Toahowray,  there  are 
many  islets  and  reef:^,  nmning  along  shore  to  Table  Cape ;  eight 
leagues  to  t!ie  nonh  of  wKvh  is  Taoneroa  Bav  or  Harbour,  sheltered 
from  all  \vinii>,  i. xi  o|k iiil:  lioni  east  to  east-south-eaijL  At  this  plaee 
there  appeared  a  number  ui  natives  on  Uie  beach,  making  signak  lor 
as  10  land;  bat  knowing  that  they  bad  no  ailieles  of  trade  of  any 
f  alne»  and  finding  no  seus  on  this  pert  of  the  coast,  we  kept  on  our 
course  to  the  north  and  east,  hnproving  a  fine  bneie  fioan  the  wesit 

sod  fair  weather. 

Janunrij  i7(/i. — Alter  pas*.iniT  many  small  islets  that  lie  close  to  the 
«hore,  several  of  wliich  harboured  a  few  fur-seal,  but  verv  wild,  from 
being  continually  harassed  by  tlie  natives,  we  arrived  at  ilabi  Cape, 
oa  Smday,  the  nth.  This  is  the  most  eastern  point  oT  New-SSealaad, 
bang  10  lat.  87**  47'  eonth,  long.  178°  48'  east.  There  are  a  few 
sunken  rorks  lying  about  one  mile  off-shore  from  the  extremity  of  the 
cape,  Aiierdimbling  thiecap<vbomdtotha«efth»the coast anidealy 
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tends  round  to  the  west  aud  south-west,  fonoiiig  what  is  called  the  Bay 
«f  Fknty,  at  the  h6td  of  iriiieh  then  an  wwBftl  nnli  idands,  with 
food  anefaorage  within  them,  where  aiaiiy  nathrea  may  be  Ibond,  aad 
lefireshiBMits  procured,  each  as  hoga  and  poiatoea,  at  a  vety  low  rate, 

by  paying  in  barter. 

To  the  uortii  of  tliis  bny  is  Mercury  Bay,  fronted  hy  numerous 
small  islets,  behiiul  wlacii  liiere  are  luany  s])acioMS  liarbours,  and  an 
abundance  of  natives.  But  it  is  necessary  to  be  careful  at  tlus  ba) ,  as 
well  as  at  the  Bay  of  Flenty,  that  many  of  them  do  not  eome  on 
lioard,  as  they  oAen  proTO  treaeherous  to  strangers ;  and  if  they  do 
Dot  attempt  to  take  your  vessel,  they  will  steal  every  thing  which  they 
can  lay  their  hands  on.  To  the  north  of  this  is  the  river  Thames, 
haviiiff  many  fine  hailiours  near  us  lieud,  where  the  natives  are  quite 
numerous,  and  ulieu  lioslile.  This  is  a  fine  place,  however,  for  ships  ^ 
lo  oMa  vefreshmeots,  soeh  as  hogs,  goats,  and  vegetables,  in  abon- 
dance.  The  island  heie  is  quite  narrow,  and  no  part  of  it  north  el 
this  is  more  than  Uutty  mSee  hi  bnadih. 

No!  lon^  previous  to  our  arrival,  the  nativrs  h:\(]  risen  on  the  mis- 
sion, which  hnd  been  established  here  buf  a  ^liun  iimc.  and  it  was 
with  great  difliculty  that  these  disinterested  labourers  m  liic  cause  of 
humanity  escaped  with  Uimr  lives.  They  succeeded,  however,  in 
*  xeaching  the  Bay  of  Islands,  where  they  fbiund  protection.  Sudi  are 
the  perils  and  hardships  which  these  good  people  volunurily  encounter 
and  endure,  in  their  godlike  attempts  to  civilize  and  humanize  the 
savage  islanders  of  llie  Pacific  Ocean  ;  and  yet  their  services  have  been 
decried,  and  even  their  mofivrs  quesiioned,  by  diose  who  cannot  con- 
ceive of  such  a  tiling  an  diauitercsted  benevolence*  Bui  IS'ew-Zc aland 
itself  is  a  epleadid  proof  of  the  utility  of  miasioDary  bbonrs.  There 
are  many  parts  of  this  island  which  it  was  once  dangeroiis  for  a  ship 
to  approach,  unless  ehe  was  well  armed,  with  officers  and  crew  con- 
tinually on  thrir  ji^uanl.  Bui,  thanks  to  the  missionaries,  and  tlu* 
blesiiiiig  ol  Heaven  w!ucli  has  attended  their  pious  and  humane  r  xt  r- 
tions,  ships  may  now  anchor  in  safely  iu  many  of  those  very  harbours 
where  the  greatest  danger  was  once  to  be  apprehended,  and  obtain  sup- 
]^lies  at  die  most  reasonable  rate,  with  many  testimonies  of  kmdness 
nnd  hospitality. 

January  20M. — From  tliis  place  we  steered  for  the  Bay  of  Islands, 
v,here  the  English  settlement  is  fixed,  with  a  souih-casi  wintl :  tmd  on 
'^V  ( dncsday,  tiie  20ih,  ai  6,  P.  M.,  wc  passed  Cape  BrcU,  the  eastern 
point  oi  the  bay,  whieti  lies  in  lat.  35^  6',  south  long.  174°  17'  east. 
In  going  into  this  bay  with  a  soutlierly  wind,  the  north  shore  shotdd 
lie  kefit  best  on  boara,  nmil  von  come  up  with  POmt  Kippy-kippy.  ^ 
Yon  win  ihen  had  close  nmnd  this  point,  aitid  steer  into  the  south-east 
for  a  short  distance ;  when  you  may  anchor  abreast  of  the  village,  in 
from  six  to  four  fathoms  of  water,  muddy  bottom,  about  one-tliird  ofn 
niilc  from  the  shore  that  fronts  the  town.  This  bay  opens  to  the 
north-east,  and,  as  it  name  imports,  has  seveiai  islands  near  iu  Wo 
came  to  anchor  at  this  place  at  I,  A*  M.,  in  four  fathoms  of  watery 
mod  and  day  booom. 

JSNMMry  91#i.«-<Hi  dM  openbg  of  die  moninf,  llinndayt  dm 
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21  St,  we  found  four  British  whaling-ships,  which  had  toucheflL 
bcra  for  refirMhiMiils ;  vii.  tlie  George,  Captain  M*Aiily ;  the  R<^al 
Sovereign,  Capt.  King ;  the  Thetis,  Capu  Gray ;  and  the  Bagle,  Cape 
Powell.  Refreshments  may  be  obtained  here  in  any  quantities,  oa 
very  moderate  terms.  Hog3  are  sold  at  the  rate  of  half  a  dollar  r 
hundred  weight,  and  potatoes  at  six  cents  a  bushel ;  and  they  are  the 
best  to  keep  of  any  1  ever  saw. 

This  pleee  was  once  inhabited  by  wild  and  foroeiotta  eannibals 
but  through  the  philanthropic  laboars  of  missionaries,  the  nativeahera 
and  in  the  vicinity  have  become  civilized,  friendly,  hospitable*  Uid 
anxious  to  do  good  to  others.  Indolence  and  rilthiiie^i  have  giverv 
place  to  industry  and  personal  cleanliness;  ferociiv,  to  gentleness 
ignorance,  to  intelligence ;  idolatry,  to  the  pure  and  uiuicfiled  religi(Hi 
of  die  GoapeL  Qo  on,  ye  meseengen  of  Divine  Mercy ;  pursue  the 
good  irorkf  nntti  all  the  iaiea  of  die  ocean  shaU  lejoiee ;  **ontil  die 
knowledge  of  Jehovah  covers  the  earth  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea.** 
f^oon  nnv  thp'?p  labours  of  love  be  extenfled  to  the  south  island  of 
IVew-Z(';ilaru],  where  the  people  now  sit  in  inleiiectual  darkness,  nnd  irv 
the  shadow  of  moral  death.  Heaven  will  continue  to  bless  your  ex- 
ertions, and  to  reward  those  who  oontribnte  to  the  pfomotioa  of  eo 
good,  BO  great  a  oaoae.  Mankind  will  Ueaa  you ;  but  above  all,  they 
will  doubly  Ueaa  yon  who  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships,  and  do 
business  in  great  waters  ;"  thr y  who  "sec  the  works  of  the  Lord,  and 
}.is  wonders  in  tlie  deep;"  for  every  missiouaxy  is  emphatically  the 
manner's  friend. 

In  the  course  of  the  forenoon,  the  deck  of  the  republican  schooner 
Antarctic  waa  honoured  bjr  the  footstepa  of  royalty !    The  ereelM* 

and  ills  august  coa80if«-l»  0.  the  king  and  queen  of  the  northern* 
district  of  Kaheino-main'^  paid  us  a  friendly  and  fiiiiiHar  visit.  His 
majesty,  old  Kippy-kippy,  as  soon  as  he  came  on  board,  begged  to 
know  III  what  he  rouhl  '•erve  me,  at  the  same  time  intimating  that  he 
and  his  people  owed  an  mmiensedebt  of  fraliiude  to  ilie  whiles,  for 
the  civil,  moral,  inteUeetnali  and  apiritnal  bleaainjn  thqr  bad  receiTed 
from  them  thiOttgh  the  inatromentality  of  the  En|^iah  miasionarieai- 
His  majesty  was  pleased  to  make  a  long  speech  on  the  occasion,  re- 
plete wi?h  sentiments  of  gratitude  and  friendship,  and  not  dehcient  in 
good  sense  and  propriety  of  expression  ;  to  all  of  which  I  replied  in 
seaman>likc  brevity,  and  so  the  conference  terminated,  to  the  mutual 
aatisfaetion  of  all  naniea. 

Thia is  one  of  tiie  moat  commodious  harbonrs  that  itia  poaaiUefor 
a  seaman  to  desire.  The  entrance  la  free  and  easy  of  access ;  there 
beinir  on!v  one  hidden  danger  more  than  a  cable's  length  from  the 
shore  ;  and  tins  one  is  about  half-way  up  the  passage,  in  going  into  the 
harbour,  and  a  little  on  the  south  shore,  li  is  about  the  size  of  the  deck, 
of  a  ship,  and  haa  nine  feet  of  water  over  it  al  low  water.  With  a. 
atron^  easterly  wind,  tiic  sea  break*  upon  it.  I  had  no  oppovtonity  of 
examming  the  sound  that  leads  into  this  harbovr*  as  we  entercr!  at- 
night,  and  departed  in  a  thick  rain*'?torm,  which  is  atrong  presumptive 
evidence  that  the  passage  is  notdanu^ci  ous. 

It  was  in  tins  bay  that  the  unfortunate  French  navigator  Marion 
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anchored,  and  his  crew  lived  on  terms  ol  iamiltaniy  and  apparenlly 
of  cordial  ineiidship  witii  the  aalifta.  But  mow  oflbnce  was  girtn 
onintfliitioiiallv'  to  the  pasekmaie  and  capnekMs  ssfagea.  Ever  eager 
for  revenge,  mey  eame  upon  the  Europeans  unawares,  and  murdered 
Marion  in  a  most  bnital  manlier,  with  sixteen  of  his  crew,  who  accom- 
panied him  on  shore.  Another  party  of  liis  frow,  consisiinj  of  eleven 
men,  wlio  were  cutting  wood  iu  a  dilFercni  panol  ihe  bay,  were  attacked 
at  the  same  time,  and  only  one  of  them  escaped  to  the  sfaip»  to  com- 
mnnieate  the  disastroas  inteUigetiee.  When  the  Ffeneh  laiuled  with 
all  their  fofce,  to  seek  the  remains  of  their  imforttmate  coantiymeii 
and  brave  commander,  who  fell  at  the  first  onset,  the  natives  ineuhin^ly 
called  to  them  from  their  fiaatQesaes,  and  boasted  that  their  chief  had 
^atcn  Marion's  heart ! 

The  English  have  suffered  from  similar  acts  of  perfidy,  tiie  last  of 
tvfaich  was  the  ease  of  the  ship  Boyd,  in  1800,  the  erewof  which,  to  the 
number  of  seventy,  was  massacred  by  the  chief  named  George* 
Since  thn»  period,  the  nafTjrc  ntK?  disposition  of  these  people  liavc  un- 
dergone a  most  ■wonderful  change  for  the  better,  llirough  the  unwearied 
labours  of  benevolent  and  pious  missionaries.  They  are  now  a 
civilized,  rational  business  people,  havmg  a  very  bride  intercourse  with 
the  Bchish  setHemeBts  off  New  Soeth  VTalee,  and  Van  Dieman's 
I^nd.  They  make  excellent  aaikn  too,  after  a  short  cour&c  of  tram- 
ing  ;  as  I  can  nmchfor  firomexperienoeihannghadaeTefalof  them  at 
sea  with  me. 

January  23rf. — On  Saturday,  the  23(.1,  agreeably  to  previous  ar- 
rangements, I  attended  Mrs.  Morrell  to  the  imssiouary  estabhah- 
ment,  which  she  was  veij  anxioQa  to  visit.  We  wen  aceempenied 
by  tfvee  of  the  Engliaheaptains  before  mentioned,  King,  NTAufy,  and 
6ray ;  and  were  met  on  the  beach  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Williams,  who 
appeared  to  be  very  much  rejoiced  to  see  us.  After  a  mutual  inter- 
rfi:ni?''or  the  customary  courtesies,  he  'Dmiucced  ustoliis  house,  ami 
introduced  U3  to  tiis  amiable  family — a  iovelv  wife,  and  imo  xery  iii- 
lerestiog  danghters,  jiut  fitted  to  reeeire  and  impart  pleasure,  in  ihe 
Tational  s^re  of  moimae  fiishionable  life.  1  contemplated  these 
females  wuh  peculiar  interest,  and  could  not  conceal  my  admiration  of 
.  thtt  f^isinterested  devotedness  which  could  induce  them  to  leave  their 
•  country,  with  so  many  endearinjj  relationships,  and  beconie  manured 
for  life  in  a  solitary  spot,  on  the  opposite  side  ol  ihe  slobe,  surrounded 
t>y  barbarous  bavage^,  and  exposed  to  a  thousand  privuiious.  'Tvvus 
the  divinity  which  stirred  within  them. 

In  this  missionary  establishment,  which  lies  about  five  miles  from 
the  Antarctic's  anchorage,  on  the  west  side  of  the  bay,  the  most  ftdmi* 
rablc  and  perfe<'t  system  of  ordtr  prevriil-^  wliich  I  have  ever  M*i»- 
nessed;  and  this  is  all  owing  to  a  proper  and  judicious  apportionment 
of  lime.  Thev  rise,  ever)'  morning,  at  daybi  tuk,  when  the  labounug 
natives  assemble,  and  tiie  <£iy  b  opeMd  with  prayer.  After  deapatching 
nhaatybut  wholeaome  breakfast,  they  repair  to  the  Mi,eaeh  mieaionafy 
dressed  in  his  eoaiae  frock  and  trousers,  carrying  in  his  hand  a  hoe 
or  spade,  or  some  other  agricultural  1  implement.  Here  they  labour  all 
^the  forenoon,  with  as  much  iaduatry  and  persereraace  as  any  of  our 
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New-England  farmers,  unui  the  hour  of  midday,  when  they  all  par- 
take of  an  excellent  dinner,  preceded  by  prayers,  antJ  followed  by  a 
brief  return  of  thanks.  After  this,  they  again  reuau  lo  the  Ueid,  and 
oontimie  to  work  natil  ftnr  o'ckiek,  when  die  ItMn  of  the  day  aw. 
finished,  the  two  IbUowmg  hours  being  appropriated  to  amusements 
and  recrrrition  Thry  assemblp  nt  six  o'rlork,  and  partake  of  a  light 
supper,  after  which  ihe  nativrs  receive  lessons  n\  reading,  writing, 
and  arithmetic ;  or  hear  a  religious  lectore.  At  nine,  P.  M.,  the  day 
is  closed  with  prayer,  whiB  i  sweet  niglit*s  rest  recruits  their  heaiUi 
aid  spirits,  and  fits  Aen  Ibr  the  ezeieisee  of  the  following  day. 

While  the  missionaries  are  thus  ocetipied  with  the  male  naiivae, 
their  wives  and  daughters  are  equally  busy  with  the  females, teaching 
them  to  read  mid  write,  and  nlso  the  art  of  needlework.  Thus  thesfr 
pood  people  devote  their  whole  time  in  labourinar  to  promote  the  tem- 
poral as  well  as  ihe  eternal  welfare  of  the  natives  of  iSew-Zealand. 
Sevcml  hndaone  epeemMOs  of  their  writing  were  shown  ns,  tosslher 
with  some  pieces  of  original  eenpositioa  that  efinced  no  oramary 
degree  of  genius  and  tdent.  I  heard  some  of  them  read,  also,  with 
great  accuracy,  both  in  English  and  in  their  own  tongue,  which  the 
missionaries  have  so  reduced  to  a  grammatical  system,  that  it  has 
become  a  written  and  printed  language.  Mrs.  Morreli  examined  sev- 
eral specimens  of  needlewoik  emnsedhy  the  fonale  nottfee,  whieh 
she  pronoaieed  to  be  equtl  to  way  thing  of  the  kind  she  had  even 
aeen« 

A  very  pretty  villn«c  encircles  the  mi^pton,  the  buildings  of  which 
are  mostly  framed  and  built  like  tlio  houses  m  our  country  villages. 
The  better  sort,  however,  are  built  of  stone,  and  handsomely  pamted. 
AU  of  them  are  whilewasiied,  and  hafo  betotiful  gravel  walks  m  iront, 
with  neady  cidtared  gardens  in  the  rear.  Some  of  the  natives  have 
become  ingenious  mechanics  as  well  as  espeosBeed  and  skilfiil 
f^irmers.  Thus  fhn<^r  plntti^,  ivhichhut  n  few  years  a?o  were  the  scenes 
of  bloodshf  'l  Rud  human  sacrihces,  have  been  converted  into  cuiii- 
vated  planiauons  and  fields  for  innocent  aniubeinciit ;  where  the  horrid 
rites  of  pagan  superstition  were  once  performed,  are  now  erected  altars 
conseeraled  to  the  one  true  and  mdy  living  €k>d« 

After  spending  a  fow  honrs  at  this  delightful  establishment,  which 
my  wife  reckons  among  the  pleasantest  of  her  whole  life,  we  took  an 
affectionate  leave  of  our  excellent  friend.**,  and  proceeded  to  the  bear  h, 
attended  by  several  of  the  Christian  natives,  who  parted  from  us  with 
i  great  reluctance.    Uu  shoving  off,  they  exclaimed,  as  with  one  voice. 

Farewell!  good  Amerieansf  Gendemenaadlndjr,  God  Ueeayonr 
Our  honest  tars  seemed  inspired  hf  this  eboQiiion  of  feeling  fiein  iho 
natives ;  and  with  their  museolar  arms  cansed  our  little  boat  to  skim 
like  a  swallow  over  the  waters  of  the  bay,  whose  bo?om  seemed  as 
placid  as  our  own.  Not  a  soal  left  the  beach  tiU  they  saw  us  ia 
safety  on  liie  Antarctic's  deck. 

We  mehed  the  veaael  just  befino  daik»  wtee  I  foond  diat  my  en- 
ceBent  oflleer,  Mr.  Hum,  had  as  nsoil  been  prompt  and  vigilant  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty,  and  eveiy  d^mg  wee  ready  for  sailing.  I 
met  nt  the  gangway  by  mj  royal  visaie»  of  the  monnnfioki 
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IBSxgfY'Mj^y  and  bts  qvesn.   The  latter  made  my  wife  a  present 

9f  m  beautiful  matt,  manufactured  by  the  natives,  of  the  silken 
hemp,  which  is  a  natural  production  of  the  countr)';  and  which,  if  the 
plant  was  once  inlroduced  into  the  Uniipd  Stales,  would  supply  the 
whole  nation  with  a  sufficient  quaotity  oi  a  superior  article  loauy  they 
Iwve  ew  iiitDiiftctured. 

This  ehMf  is  of  common  stature,  stout,  moacniar,  and  aetire;  ii  ith 
2%  cocwtenance  that  indicates  intelligence,  shrewdness,  and  ment^U 
ener^jy.  As  an  arffkfe,  lie  is  in  the  habit  of  assuming  more  dignity, 
perliaps,  than  he  ie;illy  iVels  ;  but,  tfmiiwli  "the  milk  of  human  Kind- 
tiess*'  preponderates  lu  laa  iieari,  he  deserves  aud  couuuauiU  au  uii* 
limitM  degree  of  fetpcct  from  hit  people.  His  wife  ie  eawUir  tiid 
more  lidieately  propoitioiied,  with  a  countenance  beammg  with  kind* 
neiii  lODdemeai,  ttd  benevolence ;  I  doubt  wlMiher  il  WM  ever  mffled 
fcv      an?n'  or  ill-natured  sensation. 

From  some  mdefinable  cause  or  other,  they  both  became  verj'  raucli 
attached  to  me,  aud  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  accompany  me  to 
Amerioa,  in  order  to  eee  the  eountr)*,  aeqoire  eome  of  our  neelfal  afis» 
;«id  then  return  to  teOfiSi  the  same  to  their  people.  Thte  was  certainly 
.a  laudable  ambition,  not  unworthy  of  Peter  toe  Great,  czar  of  all  the 
Jlussias.  I  was  obliged  to  throw  a  damper  on  it,  however,  bv  telling 
them  thRt  it  would  be  a  ver\'  long  lime  before  my  duty  woultl  permit 
me  to  sail  for  America,  as  I  must  first  visit  many  otiier  islands  and 
eoontries,  and  load  my  Teaael  with  their  prodomna.  This  tmex- 
peeted  repfldae  eavaed  tiiem  to  look  qoile  dejected  for  a  few  miimtes ; 
after  whidi  tbey  requested  me  to  stop  at  their  island  on  my  way  hornet 
and  they  would  hold  thpm*?plvps  in  readiness  to  embark  with  me,  aiid 
would  till  the  AntRrctic  with  hemp,  a  reuuiieratioa  for  my  trouble. 
We  iinally  parted  with  mutual  regret. 

January  25th. — Having  completed  our  "  wooding  and  watering,''  as 
aeamen  term  it.  and  taken  on  board  a  large  supply  of  hoga  and  pota« 
toes,  we  got  imder  way,  on  Monday,  the  25th,  at  six,  A.  AL,  and  put 
in  sp?^,  with  the  wind  r\t  south-east,  attended  with  !ic:m'v  frills  of  rain. 
Captains  King,  Gray,  and  M*Auly,  and  his  majesty  Kippy-kippy  ac- 
con»panied  me  several  miles  down  the  bay ;  where,  at  seven,  A.  M., 
•they  took  their  leave,  and  in  a  lew  uimutts  their  liltle  boat  was  out 
of  sight  aatem.  I  had  become  qnite  attached  to  the  three  Englidi 
gentlemen  jost  named,  and  wiabra  that  I  codd  have  longer  enjoyed 
their  society.  '  .They  wore  no  ataia,  and  bora  no  titles  ;  but  they  were 
noblemen  of  Heaven's  own  make.  They  were  simple  mariners,  like 
myself ;  bnt  real  geuileiaen  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word.    It  is  not 

£robable,  scarcely  possible,  that  we  shall  et'er  meet  agam ;  but  if  this 
uari>le  narratiTe  aooidd  happen  to  meet  the  eye  of  either,  it  will  be 
•ef  n  that  some  uapteaaiona  fasten  atrongly  on  my  heart. 

Having  been  thus  far  disappointed  in  proenring  a  caigo  of  fine,  I 
now  determined  to  change  the  original  character  of  the  voyage,  and 
ifteer  for  Manilla,  to  procure  a  freight  for  Europe  or  America.  At 
eight,  A.  M.,  we  were  clear  of  the  hay,  and  steered  to  the  north, 
inlcoding  to  »ass  between  the  i  eejee  iaiuudii  aud  ilie  ZVew-Uebrides, 
40  the  east  or  Chailotio*a  arehipelago,  and  ems  the  eqnaior  in  ahoni 
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longitude  Ids'* ;  then  to  shape  onr  eoune  Ibr  the  Philippme  Islands. 
We  continued  in  this  northerly  course,  with  vnriuble  wiikls,  and 
occasional  foul  weather,  until  Mond;iv,  the  1st  of  February,  when  we 
4ook  liic  soutli-east  trade-winds,  in  iatitmlf  20^  80'  S.,  long.  170*  52'  E. 

February  *id. — On  the  following  day,  at  six,  P.  M.,  we  passed  the 
uland  of  EriODiii,  which  liee  in  latitiide  ST  8.,  long.  ITO*"  M'  E. 
This  island  is  one  of  Ihe  New-Hebride8«  of  which  groop  we  hare  not 
auffieient  knowlet^e  to  give  any  particular  deaeriplion.  Most  readm 
are  aware  thnt  this  Hnster  of  isl.mds  was  discovered  hy  QTnro«?,  m 
1606,  who  lliought  them  to  be  part  of  a  great  southern  contuient,  to 
which  be  gave  the  name  of  Australia  del  Espiritu  Santo.  They 
were  next  vialled  br  BoDgamville,  in  1763,  who  did  no  mere  than  dis- 
eow  diat  the  lawi  waa  nM  eoaneeled»  hm  eonpoeed  of  iaIandSf  t» 
which  he  gave  the  elegant  nann  of  the  Great  Cycladesu  After  an* 
other  interval  of  seven  years,  the  celebrated  Captain  Cook  completed 
the  discovery,  who  ^ave  the  whole  cluster  the  name  of  the  New- 
Hebrides,  utter  a  group  which  lies  on  the  west  coast  of  Scotland. 

February  Ath. — We  continued  on  our  passage  to  the  north,  imtil 
Thoreda^,  the  4th  of  Febraaif,  when,  being  In  latatwie  14^  80*  S., 
long.  170^  O'  E.,  we  took  the  winds  (hmi  north-west,  to  north-nortb> 
east,  which  contimu  cl  to  blow  fi  uin  thcsr  quarters  for  about  a  fortnight* 
In  the  mean  time  we  crossed  tlie  equator  in  longitude  166''  30' ;  and 
on  Thursday,  the  IStli,  in  latitude  4°  20'  N.,  long.  167**  20^  E.,  we 
took  the  nortii-ea&t  trade-winds  from  east-north-esst.  Ou  the  same 
day  we  saw  eereral  indieationa  of  land** 

February  \9th. — On  the  19ih  we  passed  close  In  with  Hope  Island* 
which  is  in  latitude  6°  17*  N.,  long.  164''  47'  E.  It  is  moderately  ele- 
vated in  the  centre,  and  descends  into  beautiful  plains  and  fertile  val- 
leys towards  the  shore,  which  are  Uierally  covered  with  cocoanut- 
trees,  plaataius,  and  bananas.  We  now  changed  our  course  to  west* 
aocth-weat  and  weat-liyHiortfa,  seeing  drift*wDod  and  laiid^iitda  ereiy 
day;  these  were  sore  indieatioos  of  ear  being  near  land»  and  hright* 
ened  my  antieipalMwa  of  making  acme  new  dmwreriea. 

*Oura(tutkMi  at  Uib  dM*  WM  iS«m  eifhty  ihUm  from  a  group  of  Manda  wbMi  hat  ateee  tiMO 
diaeorered  by  Captain  llirani  OB«al  f  lUf  tMraiie  AIUane«,  of  Newport,  R.  1. ;  who  atata*  ttel  m. 
Ih«  Ttb  Mar.  1S31.  tn  laUCnde  IfiWH^  long.  10^  40'  be  dlaMrertd  a  map  9f  ftartaaa  iaiMii 
jHM  lAid  dotvn  on  any  etaart.  ThgyweosltlifcaMlrt,  nilMmmtmatmimttmi^lmtfa^ 

Uc  called  Item  Um  covet  Grmif. 
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CHAPTEB  IV. 

N«w  J)i«caveiii»<— Westerveli's  Gcoujp — An  ominou*  Dream — A  pcnluu«  8itna- 
tion— "Extricated  by  adeitetoiit natttie»l  MuMiUf w>  Pgigh*i  wttop  dimrfind 
— Livingston's    Island — ^Arrive  at  MBT)it!a-~Phiti|ipiM  Idiadi'  Lacoait 
CUy  and  Bay  of  Mamliar-A  Hint  to  the  hatHis*. 

We  were  now  sailing  in  lUat  uari  oi  Uie  I'acidc  Ocean  wiucli  iidd 
been  the  least  tnmmM,  Mm  tj  mnt^bmrntm,  o?  diMOftti7«6lii|M* 
Of  Uie  few  blends  wtiieh  had  heretofore  been  eeen  ia  ihese  eeae 

scarcely  any  thing  was  known,  except  that  they  appeared  on  the  latest 
charts  as  the  "Caroline  Islands,**  with  the  remark  that  their  situation 
and  positions  were  not  uell  UeteriiiiM(  <l."  F  had  long  siiu  c  been 
forcibly  impress; ed  wiih  llie  idea  tiiut  a  ricii  tield  iur  tropical  dii»co va- 
ries lay  sdong  this  side  the  eqoalor,  between  the  aaerioisns  of  140^ 
and  160^  east  lon^tode;  and  k  wts  a  firm  convictioa  of  this  fact 
that  induced  me  to  stretch  so  fsr  north,  before  I  bore  away  for  the 
Philippine  Islands.  The  corrertnoss  of  my  theory  WIS  HOW  about 
to  be  fullv  and  satisfnrtorilv  veritied. 

February  23{/. — Tlie  cheering  cry,  from  tlie  mast-head,  of  "  Land, 
ho  ! — land,  ho !  under  our  starboard  bow,**  brought  every  soul  upon 
deck.  This  waa  on  Tuesday,  the  28d  of  Februaiy,  at  about  thtee» 
P.  M.  We  changed  our  ooone,  and  ran  for  the  stranger ;  which,  a: 
four,  P.  M.  was  seen  to  be  composed  of  three  small  low  islands,  of 
nearly  equal  sizp,  connected  by  a  roral  reef,  nnd  not  laid  down  on 
any  chart,  or  memioncd  in  any  epitome  of  naviiraiion  extant.  They 
are  very  low,  the  most  elevated  parts  being  not  more  Uian  twcuty-five 
feet  above  the  level  df  die  sea ;  but  well  wooded,  being  almost  en- 
tirely covered  inth  eocoannt  and  bread-fruit  trees.  On  examining 
them  closely,  I  (bund  that  neither  of  them  was  more  than  five 
miles  in  circumference,  and  that  bichr-th-mer  mv]  ]^er\rl  oysters  may 
be  found  both  on  and  within  the  reef  that  ruiuiem^H  them.  As  i!\is 
wns  evidently  a  new  discovery,  we  concluded  to  name  il  AVcsicrvcU's 
group,  in  honour  of  Jacob  Westervelt,  Esq.,  an  excellent  shipwright, 
ind  a  worthy  citizen  of  the  dty  of  New-Tork.  They  are  aituated  in 
latitude  T  5'  N.,  long.  168^  10'  E. 

In  traversini^  these  seas,  I  had  deemed  it  nrcessary  to  multiply  my 
hok-oufs  r  '^n  ihat  during  the  whole  passage  frntn  New-Zealand  to 
the  Philippine  Inlands,  there  was  a  regular  m  iM-liead  kept  day  and 
night ;  besides  one  man  on  the  extreme  end  ui  the  jib-boom,  one  man 
on  the  bowsprit,  and  one  man  on  etch  cat-head ;  ut  keeping  a  sharp 
look«ouK  for  low  land  or  breakers.  My  reasons  for  this  exiia  precau- 
tion, were  to  avoid  the  dangerous  red's  which  might  be  met  with  in 
these  partially  expinrrd  regions,  and  the  pxporration  of  £Uliog  in  with 
islands  which  had  never  before  been  discovered. 
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After  carefully  examining  and  namin<r  Westervelt's  Group,  we  con- 
tinued to  steer  to  the  west,  a  litile  noriht  rly.  wiih  a  Hne  breeze  from 
north-east,  and  siiually,  uuul  eigiit,  P.  M.,  when  the  weather  t^et  in  so 
thick,  that  it  was  judged  impradBiit  to  ran*  The  Aniiretic  was  then* 
fore  bove-to,  with  the  ttaxboard  toeks  on  boud.  At  eleven,  P.  M«, 
the  weether  cteared  off*  and  we  filled  away,  steering  to  the  westward^ 
with  a  ten-knot  breeze,  keeping  the  "look-outs**  staiioneil  ;u  their  re- 
spective posts,  as  mentioned  above,  hailed  every  few  mimiti  s  by  the 
otBcer  of  the  deck.  We  were  now  going  off  under  the  raauisail,  fore- 
topsail,  top-gallant-sail,  square-sail,  jib,  and  flying-jib,  at  the  rale  of 
ten  ndlee  an  hour. 

I  had  not  slept  a  wink  the  two  preceding  nights*  and  was  now  nearly 
exhausted  hv  fnTinn*''  nnd  n-ntehfulness.  At  midnight,  therefore,  having 
renewed  my  injunciKHis  ot  <  aution  to  the  watch  on  dpi  1.,  I  went  below 
to  take  a  short  u.ip ;  but  teelmg  a  preseaiiment  that  it  would  be  very 
temporar}',  I  merely  threw  a  mat  on  the  cabin  floor,  and  lay  down  upon 
it,  where  I  eoon  fell  Into  a  disttnhed  slnmber,  which  was  very  far  from 
being  refreshing.  My  bodily  aensee,  it  is  true,  were  "  steeped  in  for- 
getfulness  ;**  but  mv  l)ettcr  part  was  still  aetively  employed  in  the  du- 
ties nf  the  deck.  Confused  and  underinable  images  of  diiliculties  and 
dangers  ilitted  aeross  my  imai^Mjialioa,  and  iu  a  few  uiuuites  1  passed 
through  weeks  and  mouilis  of  fruitless  toils,  strange  incidents,  and  uu« 
heard-of  disasters. 

At  length  the  broken  fragments  of  a  tragical  picture  seemed  to  bo 
reunited,  and  the  visions  of  my  fanry  assumed  some  orderly  arrange* 
ment.  I  was  sailing  on  an  unknown  coast,  by  moonlight,  running  be- 
fore a  gentle  breeze,  wiih  every  inch  of  canvass  extended.  Every  thing 
wore  a  sombre  and  melancholy  appearance — the  moon  even  seemed 
to  look  down  upon  me  in  pity,  and  the  shore,  as  it  glided  past  roe,  ap- 
peared to  be  peopled  with  spectres.  1  thought  I  was  at  the  helm,  and 
all  alone.  Tiie  deck  wns  running  with  bloodi  and  the  idea  now  flashed 
across  my  mind  that  all  my  crew  had  been  cut  to  pieces  by  pirates. 
My  situaiion  was  lonely  and  dreary  in  the  extreme,  and  1  longed  to 
hear  the  voice  of  *a  hiiuian  being.  In  the  next  uistant  a  shadowy  form 
flitted  past  me  without  sound  of  footsteps,  and  mounted  the  cat-head. 
After  looking  out  on  the  deep  a  few  moments,  he  suddenly  turned  his 
face  af>,  and  I  recognised  the  countenance  of  my  deceased  friend,  the 
vn^thtnl  ;ind  amiable  Samuel  Geery.  With  his  right  hand  and  arm 
extended  in  the  direction  we  were  sailing»  lie  suddenly  enclaimcd,  in  a 
loud  voice,    Breakers  ahead,  sir  I" 

I  was  on  deck,  and  had  the  helm  hard  down,  before  the  oflker  of 
the  watch  bad  time  to  repeat  the  startling  eyclamatinn.  My  dream 
had  become  a  frightftd  mabty,  and  the  warning  foieo  whidt 
its  vision  was  from  the  mast-head. 

Mr.  TTu?it  was  scarcely  an  instant  behind  me  in  reaching  the  deck, 
from  which  lie  leaped  on  the  forecastle,  and  in  a  moment  more  all 
hands  were  afl,  gathering  m  the  main-sheet,  wiudi  was  liien  about  five 
points  off;  at  the  same  time  the  head>yaid»  were  kept  poiaied  to  tho 
wind,  and  die  headsall  hauled  down. 

I  had  not  yet  eecn  the  bveakera  myielf ;  bat  I  penttTod  that  miy 
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one  of  the  enw  hid  gaied  in  that  direetum  m  Um^t  ctme  upon  dedc, 

&nd  thu  terror  wcs  strongly  depicted  on  every  countenance.  I  was 
also  awnre  tliat  if  they  were  permitted  to  intprchntif^e  exprcs5tions  of 
apprehension,  a  scene  of  confusion  must  ensue  !i  would  seai  the 
fate  of  the  Antarctic,  and  ingulf  us  ail,  my  wife  iuciiuied,  in  one  com- 
mon grare.  I  thezefim  eouiiMiided  stleoe«,  in  u  itoii  a  Toiee  aa  I 
knew  how  to  aasnme,  and  my  Inaga  aeldom  fail  me  in  caaea  of  emar* 
g^encY — I  thfeatened  with  instant  death  the  first  man  that  spoke  a  word 
nhnvr  his  hrenth  nh:i(\  tho  foremast.  This  had  the  desired  eflert  ;  for 
[he  next  iiistaiii  there  was  nothing  to  be  heard  but  the  whisdmg  of  the 
winds  and  the  iiowling  of  the  lofty  combers,  about  one  bimdred  and 
fiftyfathoms  under  our  lee. 

The  reaael  waa  comtn^^o  very  faat ;  hot  not  heing  aUe  to  get  the 
nun^heet  aft  as  soon  as  necessary,  on  account  of  a  small  line  getting 
into  the  main-boom  tackle-blork,  ^vhich  prevented  the  fall  being  over- 
hauled ;  and  meeting  a  very  short  and  eross-liead  sea  in  the  bows, 
which  deadened  the  vessel's  headf\'ay  betorc  she  came  to  the  wiud« 
she  got  stem-way  upon  her,  and  began  to  fall  oIE 

Keep  ih%  hmm  hard  aiEMnt!**  I  exelaimed,  as*  for  the  first  ttaie« 
my  eye  caught  a  view  of  the  tneaken,  under  our  lee.  Brace  the 
head-ynn^s  aback!  Down  mainsail!  Up  head-sails,  with  sheets  to 
windward  !*'  These  orders  were  obeyed  as  rapidly  as  t!irv  were 
given  ;  and  the  Aniarciic  began  to  fall  ofl'  very  fast,  with  rapid  itf m-^ray 
upon  her,  so  that  the  sea  was  coming  in  on  both  quarters.  'J'hc  iiead- 
yards  were  braced  aback  aa  long  as  possible,  without  springing  thein» 
and  the  headsails  were  run  down  the  moment  they  refused  to  lie  aback 
any  longer.  Tiie  instant  the  squaresails  began  to  fill,  the  yards  were 
braced  sharp  round  in  a  moment ;  and  before  the  Antarctic  gathered 
any  headway,  the  wind  was  about  one  point  off  the  larboard  quarter. 
The  mainsaU  was  now  instantly  set,  and  Hie  vessel  began  to  gather  a  hitie 
headway.  As  she  canie4o,  m  head^yards  were  kept  pointed  to  the 
wlhd,  and  all  hands,  except  five  or  six,  were  placed  at  the  halliards  of 
the  headsails ;  and  by  the  time  the  vessel  had  come-to,  within  eight 
points  of  the  wind,  the  headsails  were  on  her,  and  she  was  junipifi<r 
from  one  sea  to  another,  at  the  rate  of  eight  miles  au  hoiur,  witk  the 
fore-sheet  aft. 

Thus,  in  wearing  or  veering,  a  sharp  pUot4K>at  schooner,  of  seventy- 
ewht  feet  ke«l»uia  ten4aM>t  hreece,  gained  more  than  twice  her  length 
offehoie:  and  the  man  at  mast4iead  said  that  when  the  helm  was 
first  put  down,  the  vessel  was  nearer  the  breakers  than  when  she  had 
the  wind  on  the  other  qiKirier,  and  began  to  crawl  ofT-shore.  The 
breakers  were  runuiug  about  tweuty  feet  high,  and  tiiere  ^vas  no  land 
in  sight  from  the  mast-head.   No  other  step  which  could  possibly  be 

taken  wwdd  have  sa^  the  beaaiifalAiitaietiefimBahi|iwfeck.  81ie 
was  saved* 

At  the  very  crisis  of  our  fate,  my  wife  came  on  deck  and  asked  me 

if  I  would  have  my  hat!  Happily  for  her,  she  knew  not,  at  that  mo- 
ment, that  we  were  all  totteru^  on  the  extreme  verge  of  dps  true  lion's 
precipice.  It  was  the  tender  officiousness  ot  an  afiiectiooate,  devoted 
wife;  but  at  sneh  a  criab  ineeoeeivably  mal-apropoe.  My  reply  waa 
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**  short,  and  not  sweet "  Go  below  instantly,  my  dear,  or  I  shall  be 
compel  J  eel  to  have  you  takeu  from  my  pre&ence  by  force."  From 
that  moment  I  saw  her  no  more,  nor  was  there  a  word  spoken  oa 
bo«rd»  ammig  thir^4bar  men,  excepttug  by  myself  wad  the  lirtt 
officer,  QMil  the  Atttarctic  was  8«fe,  ttlnatiiif  obliquely  from  the 
frothy  and  nomy  lege  of  the  boieteioiit  enenjr.  Then  we  had  Itne 
to  breathe 

We  stood  off  -shore  until  half-past  three  o'clock,  when  we  hove- 
lOt  With  the  starboard  tacks  ou  board.  At  half-past  four,  A.  M.,  we 
liUedewayiaiideioodliilbrtlieieef;  and  eihal^peet  five  we  were  eloee 
in  with  the  eesi  wid  of  it,  when  we  dieecveied  land  to  the  westwatd, 

about  eighteen  miles  from  the  outer  breakers.  Tficre  ^veTC  also  some 
small  low  islands  to  be  seen  near  the  inner  edge  of  the  reef»  along 
which  we  continued  to  steer,  finding  it  to  extend  in  a  circular  direc- 
tion, until  we  hiialiy  sailed  nearly  round  it,  and  began  to  understand 
lie  figure,  natoie,  and  chancter,  Thie,  howemv  bad  exhansted  our 
4ajlS^t ;  we  iherafore  alood  off  at  a  pradent  diataaee^  and  hove-to  lot 
Ifae  ught. 

On  the  folloM  ing  morning  we  resumed  our  examinatioiv  of  this  in- 
lerestinn  discovpry  ;  for  such  it  proved  to  be.  It  was  a  group  of  beau- 
tiful islands,  surrounded,  enclosed,  fenced  ui,  completely  locked  up,  and 
Mended  by  a  wall  of  cofa]«  fkoM  one-third  of  a  mile  to  three  amee  ift 
widtbt  and  one  hundred  and  fi^  miles  in  circumferenee ;  the  depth  of 
water  on  h  Taiyiag  fiom  two  to  eight  feet.  In  cirearanavigating  this 
&!n«ni]ar  siibmnrine  pnrapct,  we  counfpd  more  than  flevcntv  islands, 
4ji  dillVrent  .sizes,  situated  widiin  its  circle,  the  appearance  of  which 
was  truly  paradisiacal  and  delightful.  It  was  realiziug,  as  far  as  the 
eye  ooidd  judge,  all  that  poetahave  dreamed  of  happy  isles,"  faiiy* 
laadt  ^  liie  whole  were  clothed  with  the  rieheet  verdwe,  and 
oiowned  with  foresta  of  cocoaaat^rees,  bread-lruit,  oranges,  plantam* 
banana.  Sec.  The  mountains  appeared  to  be  wooded  to  tlieir  vfr\' 
suounits;  and  ev  ery  appearance,  examined  bv  good  telescopes  from 
the  mast-head,  indicated  fertility  and  plenty.  Every  island  was  teem- 
ing with  inhabitants,  whose  curiosity  was  evidently  very  strongly  ex- 
eitod  by  the  aodden  apparitkm  of  onr  veeeely  m  the  nrnming  tubee-. 
qnent  to  the  midnight  incident  wliich  came  so  near  leaving  them  nothing 
to  j^nze  upon  but  the  Antarctic*s  broK'cn  timbers*,  and  our  own  lifeless 
bodies.  Canoes  of  natives  were  seen  darting  from  one  island  to  an- 
-Other,  and  the  uuno-st  al;^rm  and  confusion  seemed  to  reign  among 
thoee  tawny  children  of  the  reel.  The  water  within  tiie  reef  appeared 
like  a  polished  minor,  rejecting  every  object  (Vom  ita  glaaey  rarimce. 
The  natives  also  appeared  in  considerable  numben  Oft  aevaral  little 
blands  at  the  inner  edge  of  the  reef,  and  in  their  oaooea  OOtaide  the 
atuf,  which  in  some  places  broke  twenty  feet  high. 

Bat  I  could  not  re&t  comenied  M'ith  merely  viewing  these  happy 
islee  at  a  distance,  shut  out,  as  it  were,  by  an  envious  wall  im- 
l»aeaabla  aa  adamaat  Wo  therafim  eomrnenced  a  aoanh  to  find 
some  jplaet  of  entrance,  and  tat  tfua  purpose  eaatinnad  o«r  oxaroina* 
tion  of  the  reef;  in  doing  which  we  discovered  lour  passages  leading 
to  the  flieid,  um^pO,  bk«4iko  wmeia  which  alepc  wiilmw  TbM 
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passages  wen  about  !«•  Imidred  fiylioat  wider  wiik  a  dfepdi  of  wHat 
from  lifteca  to  thiee  ftthoon.  One  of  ihem  is  on  the  aoivi-west  sidfl^ 
one  on  the  somUi-west,  one  on  the  south,  and  one  on  the  east    The  An- 

t'lrrtif'^  boldly  entered  at  the  «^oTith-wcst  opening,  and  fOTmecmsIy  paid 
her  respocts  to  ibo  nstonislied  nativp^,  ulio  in  assembled  groups  were 
gazing  m  her  graceild  ijgure  and  suow.whue  wings,  as  she  glided  along 
the  mazy  passages  that  separate  these  lovely  islands.  The  wiMie 
seene  was  ialeietling  be3^«id  my  powers  ef  dasenpliiui;  1  koMiift 
that  I  hare  not  talent  to  do  it  justice.  The  reader  most  be  eontant 
whh  the  p!nln  maticr-of-facl  observations  of  a  seaman. 

On  the  inner  edge  of  the  reef  thcr*  Ik  ;i  rm^ip  of  smaH  low  islands, 
from  one  to  five  miles  apart,  covered  with  coeoanui-irees.  There  are 
about  forty  of  this  description,  whicli  are  from  half  a  mile  to  three  or 
fier  milea  io  drcwmfefeiice.  Within  this  cirenlar  range  of  saHtB  ' 
islands  there  are  four  others  of  about  thirty  nfles  itt  oireumferenoe^ 
and  moderately  elevated.  Between  the  latter  and  these  <M1  the  inner 
edge  of  the  reef,  there  aro  nbout  twenty  that  are  quite  small,  covered 
with  cocoanut-trees.  A  rt  t-l  runs  from  one  island  to  another,  nearly 
through  the  whole  group,  which  renders  the  navigation  vexy  difficult 
in  penetraUng  to  the  centre  of  the  group. 

Between  aU  theae  teefr  there  is  fiom  ten  to  twenty  fiiAonis  of  water ; 
the  bottom  of  whidi  is  partly  covered  with  motheimf-pearl  oysler- 
shells,  as  nnnv  parts  of  tlic  reef  are  with  Jnchr-dr-mrr.  From  the 
lofty  appearance  of  tlic  large  i«l  nv]^.  T  h:\yv  no  doubt  but  their  moun- 
tains contain  sandal-wood,  as  we  saw  6oiue  of  the  paddles  of  the  na- 
tives made  of  that  uiaLtriul.  From  the  lava  and  pumice-stone  which 
we  saw  at  the  wash  of  the  shores,  I  am  led  to  infer  that  these  islandii 
were  once  the  smumits  of  Tolcanic  monntams.  Bat  it  most  hare  been 
at  a  very  ancient  date,  as  they  are  now  all  covered  with  the  most  fer- 
tile fiv!  luxuriant  growth  of  fruit  trees  nnd  timl^rr  that  I  have  ever  seen 
on  .11 I  V  one  group  in  ilie  Norih  Pacific  Ocean  ;  and  wherever  I  landed 
1  luuiid  the  soil  exceedingly  rich.  Be&ides  the  fruits  I  could  recog- 
nise with  my  class  before  I  entered  tlie  reef,  I  now  discovered  lemons, 
jack  frtnt,  and  a  kmd  of  melon,  somedung  13te  onr  water-melon,  but 
much  richer  in  its  flaTOur* 

Durmg  our  short  stay  here  on  this  onr  Brst  visit,  the  observations 
we  made  were  necessarily  impcrfcrt,  and  in  !«omc  rc5!pf  cts  erroneous  ; 
but  as  we  had  two  subsequent  and  favouraMe  opportunities  of  examin- 
ing these  islands,  and  becoming  familiar  with  tlieir  inhabitants,  1  trust 
the  reader  will  find  notliing  recorded  but  what  I  know  to  be  Ihets. 
"When  I  come  to  treat  of  me  personal  appearance,  dfras,  eharaeterf 
manneta,  habits,  and  customs  of  these  natives,  as  I  intend  to  do  in  a 
subsequent  chaptrr,  the  reader  will  be  surprised  to  find  himself  intro- 
duced to  a  peculiar  race  of  people,  differiog»  in  many  respects,  from 
any  otiier  1  have  ever  seen  or  rend  of. 

On  the  present  occasion  our  ^tay  was  so  short,  and  the  natives  so 
very  shy,  tnouMh  two  or  tluree  hundred  canoes  were  round  the  vessel  at 
one  time,  that  f  coold  not  obtaut  an  internew,  ezeept  wUh  two  or  three, 
whom  I  took  on  board  the  Antarctic,  and  showed  them  soch  wonders, 
and  made  ihem  such  presents,  as  almost  rendered  them  wild  whh 
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pleasBrc  and  amazemeut.  I  feel  confident  thai  they  never  saw  a  white 
mail,  or  any  vessel  much  larger  than  a  canoe,  before  the  23d  of  Feb- 
niaiy,  1880,  wlwii  the  Amaretic  rose  on  their  astovdshed  ?iew,  like 
aenie  white-winged  monster  emerging  from  the  ocean.  On  showing 
them  a  piece  of  bicfte-de-mer,  thty  gnvc  mc  to  understand  that  they 
eould  collect  any  quantities  of  it,  and  wondered  what  use  I  could  make 
of  it.  They  intimated  the  same  also  when  I  inquired  for  mother-of- 
pearl  shells,  of  which  1  exlitbited  some  specimetis.  The  impression 
wu  finronniUe. 

By  several  sets  of  obsenratioiis  and  altitudes,  I  detemuned  the  situa- 
tion of  the  centre  of  this  group  to  be  in  latitude  7"  5'  N.,  long.  188* 
15'  E.  As  it  is  not  laid  down  on  any  chart,  nor  meniioned  in  anv 
epitome,  I  named  it  Herirli's  Group,  in  honour  of  my  exceileut  trieiui 
Edwin  Bcrgh,  Esq.,  oi  Wew-York. 

February  26rA« — On  Friday,  the  36th,  at  eight  0*cIock  in  the  evening, 
we  were  safely  OM  of  this  little  labyrinth  or  coral,  and  shaping  our 
course  for  Manilla,  with  a  finebreese  from  north-east,  and  light  squalls 
of  rain.  We  continued  steering  to  the  north  and  west  until  the  follow- 
ing inorning  at  eight,  A.  M.,  whm  the  man  at  mast-head  suddenly  ex« 
claiiiii  il,  "Breakers!  three  points  on  the  starboard  bow!" 

Knowing  that  there  was  no  reef  or  land  laid  down  ua  liie  cixarUi  in 
this  vicinity,  I  immediately  hauled  up  for  the  westernmost  pert  of  the 
loef.  When  we  had  come  withm  about  one  mile  of  the  breakers,  land 
was  discovered  bearing  north*north-west,  which  proved  to  be  an  un- 
inhaliifrd  island  at  about  fifteen  miles' distance.  The  rrrf,  we  found, 
extended,  with  one  nninuTru|)t( d  c-hain  of  breakers,  to  ilu  south  part 
of  the  island,  and  was  composed  entirely  of  coral,  with  not  more  than 
ten  feet  of  water  on  it  at  any  time. 

At  twelve  o^elock,  M.,  we  were  eloee  in  with  the  west  side  of 
the  ttland,  which  proved  lo  be  about  eight  milea  in  lengtht  from  north 
to  south,  and  half  that  distance  from  east  to  west ;  its  greatest  eleva* 
tion  being  not  more  than  fifty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  It  was 
covered  with  shrubbery  and  palm-trees,  beneath  whirh  grew  a  long 
coarse  grass.  This  island  affords  water  of  a  good  quaUty,  and  is 
thickly  tenanted  by  land  and  seapfairds  of  different  speciesi  h  is  fr^ 
ipiented  by  turtles  also ;  both  thehawk'o-biU  and  the  green  turtle  resort 
to  its  shores ;  while  the  wat^  are  teeming  with  an  exhaustless  variety 
of  fish.  Shellfish  of  the  most  bean'ifnl  species  abound  here ;  and  rare 
specimens  may  be  collected  in  great  abundanee  by  having  divers  on 
board,  to  go  down  outside  of  the  surf.  Biche-de-mer  is  tolerably 
abundant  on  the  reefs  ;  and  mother-of-pearl  shells  and  pearl-oysters 
are  found  m  the  lagoon  between  the  reels,  with  manyotlier  kinds  of 
shell  of  the  pearl  speeiee. 

It  may  here  be  proper  to  state,  that  there  IS  a  reef  of  about  the  same 
length  as  the  one  already  mentioned,  running  off  from  the  north  end 
of  the  island,  bending  to  the  east-souih-ca^t  and  south,  until  it  meets 
the  other  at  the  south  cud  of  tlie  isiand  ;  formmg,  to  the  eastward  of 
the  island,  one  large  lagoon.  The  west  side  of  the  island  is  bold,  and 
dear  of  dangen,  with  good  aaehoiage  near  the  southm  point,  in 
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tw«lfe  rathoHM  of  wai«r,  ofcr  •  eonl  bottom,  abom  oaolwudiofo. 

mile  off-shore. 

I  determined  ihc  situation  of  this  island  to  he  iu  latitude  6°  25'  N.^ 
long.  IdO"  22  E.  The  latitude  is  correct,  but  liie  longitude  may  be 
liable  to  an  error  of  a  few  miles,  on  accooni  of  the  woadier  being 
squally,  whtdi  prevented  our  getting  sights  for  the  ebronoBieiefi,  or 
taking  asttonomieal  obserratkms.  As  this  was  obviously  an  entim 
Jiew  discovery,  we  gave  it  ilie  name  of  Livingston's  Island  in  hononr 
of  Charles  L.  Livingston,  F^^^q.,  of  New- York  ;  a  gentleman  uhose 
worth  and  talents  are  well  kuovvii  und  highly  appreciated  m  iiis  native 
state. 

Ffbmarf  STliL-^n  SaUirday,  the  27tb,  at  eight,  P.  M.,  we  boie 
up,  and  left  Livingston's  Island,  steering  to  the  west-north-west,  with  a 
fine  breeie  from  the  north-east,  attended  with  light  squalls  of  rain. 
We  continued  stnTitlin^^  to  the  werstM-anl,  pnssiniT  to  the  south  of  the 
island  ofGuhnni,  ti  equenily  seeing  spenu-uliales,  turtles,  fiab  of vark>uj» 
kjnti^  aud  many  species  of  oceanic  birds. 

Mardk  7iiL-iOn  the  evening  of  Sunday,  the  7th,  at  nine,  P. 
.  we  arrived  at  the  east  entrance  of  the  Snratt'  of  Manilla,  or  Sc.  Bamar- 
dino,  in  latitude  IS"*  45'  N.,  long.  124**  31'  E.  The  north-east  point 
ofStimnr  T^lnnd  (which  should  ahvay?  hp  the  firat  land  made  in  run- 
Iiiug  lor  -Miinill  i  Strait)  is  sitimted  in  lamnde  VZ^  38'  N.,  long.  125° 
29'  E.  in  doubling  tliis  cape,  you  may  come  witliin  about  two  niile» 
of  the  land,  if  you  think  proper;  but  Iwoidd  always  advise  marinerst 
in  numing  for  the  strait,  to  give  this  landa  berth  of  six  or  eight  miles ; 
as  there  are  several  small  rocky  islands  l3ring  between  Cape  Espiiita 
Santo  and  the  island  of  St.  Uarnardino,  which  lies  in  the  middle  of  the 
east  eiitrntv^e  of  Manilla  Siraif.  Tliis  i.'sland  maybe  passed  on  cither 
sifle.  though  the  preference  is  to  Ijc  given  to  the  north,  which  I  would 
always  recommend  to  siruagers,  as  this  passage  is  clccir  of  dangers  ; 
while  the  aonthem  passage  b  interMcted  with  several  dangerous  shoals» 
vpott  which  ships,  in  light  airs,  are  very  liable  to  be  carried  by  the 
btrong  tides,  which  run  m  whiripools,  ffom  three  to  live  miles  an  hour. 

March  Wlh. — Wo  pursued  our  course  through  the  straif,  "with  light 
variable  winds,  and  fair  weather,  until  \\  i dnesday.  the  lOlh  of  March* 
when,  at  eleven,  .\.  M.,  we  came  to  anchor  ui  >Ianilla  Roads,  iu  four 
fathoms  of  water,  clay  bottom,  with  the  lighiliou&e  ou  the  mole,  at  the 
north  point  of  the  river  Conr,  beartog  noi^ast,  distant  one  mile  and 
a  half.  Here  we  fonnd  many  ships  of  differenl  nations  lying  at  anchor^ 
and  waiting  for  csirgoes.  Among  the  flags,  I  recognised  those  of  Spain* 
France,  Portugal,  England,  China,  and  tho  sf;^r-spangled  hannfr  of  my 
native  laud.  At  one,  P.  .M.,  we  were  huiiourcd  by  visns  from  ilic 
iiealth  officer  of  tiie  port  and  the  custom-house  ofllcer,  and  went  through 
all  the  little  eeiemoniea  and  ei  eetents  mcidental  to  the  entrance  of  a 
stranger  Into  a  foreign  poit. 

Ttc  city  of  Manilla  is  tlie  capital  of  tlie  island  of  Lucoiiia,  and  of 
«T1  the  Spanish  possession*'  in  the  Philippine  Islniuls.  This  extensive 
group  of  islands,  which  is  supposed  to  comprist^^  u  n  hundred,  is  situ- 
ated in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  east  of  Cochin  Chma,  forming  the 
•astern  boundary  of  tiie  Chinese  Sea.    These  islands  are  scattered 
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over  a  space  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  leagfues  in  extent  from  north  t© 
south,  and  one  hundred  and  lifiy  from  ca.st  to  west.  'I'hc  principal 
islands  in  ihe  group  ure  t^uconia,  Mindanao,  ^arnur,  AMatsbate,  Min- 
doro,  Luban,  Pauay,  Leytc,  Bohol,  Zebu,  Negroes,  Su  John's,  Xolo, 
and  Abyo. 

The  population  of  the  whole  group  is  estimated  at  about  two 

millions ;  of  which  seventy  thousand  are  Cliincse,  seven  thonsand  are 
Spaniards,  one  hundred  and  <^ighteen  thousand  are  mestizoes,  and  the 
rest  natives.  Of  tlie  lailer  there  are  two  distinct  races — \ho  Papuas,  or 
negroes,  who  live  principally  in  the  interior,  and  seem  lu  iiave  been 
the  prioiitife  inhabitants ;  and  the  Malays,  who  dwdl  neater  the  eoaeta. 

These  ialanda  were  diseo?ered  by  Magellan  in  1521,  and  reeeived 
their  present  name  in  honour  of  Philip  11.,  King  of  Spain.  The  fiiat 
settlements  were  made  by  the  Spaniards,  in  1570.  In  1823  (seven 
years  previous  to  my  present  visit),  the  Creoles  and  nirstizoes  made 
an  attempt  to  obtam  a  liberal  government;  but  the  uiburrecuon  wa^ 
put  down  by  the  Spaniards,  who  employed  in  this  service  a  force  formed 
of  the  eouYerted  natives. 

The  face  of  the  country  is  moantainonSt  uul  there  are  nttmerMis 
Tolcanocs  in  the  different  islands,  whose  eruptions  have  repeatedly' 
caused  great  ravages.  The  climate  is  variulile,  but  the  heat  is  never 
excessive.  Violent  hurricanes  and  earthquakes  oiiea  da  much  mis> 
chief.  The  soil  is  nui  less  various,  but  in  general  is  fertile,  liice, 
coffee^  sugar,  cocoa,  tobacco,  indigo,  and  a  great  variety  of  pulse,  with 
many  sorts  of  tropical  fruits,  ebony,  sandal-wood,  die-woods,  Slc*^  am 
among  the  vegetable  productions*  Goldt  6ilver«  and  sulphur  are 
among  the  minerals. 

Lucon,  or  I-u*  onia,  is  the  principal  of  the  Philippine  Islands  ;  it 
being  about  luur  iiundrcd  miles  in  leugih,  from  north  to  south,  and  from 
ninety  to  one  hnndred  and  twenty  in  breadth ;  comprising  about  sixty- 
^ve  thousand  square  miles.  The  country  is  gen«raily  mountainooat 
an  elevated  ridge  extending  through  the  whole  lengdu  There  are 
several  volcanoes,  and  earthquakes  arc  frequent  and  sometimes  de< 
stnictive ;  those  of  1050, 1751,  and  182  4  are  still  remembered  witli 
ff-rror.  The  climnrp  is  temperate  for  the  latitude,  but  is  too  moist  to 
t>e  salubrious,  i'iiu  soil  is  rich  and  fertile,  producing  Easil  and  West 
India  fruiia  in  abundance,  with  aeveral  kindb  of  spiees«  Gold  is  found 
among  the  mountains  and  m  the  sands  of  the  rivers ;  ambergris  is  thrown 
on  the  coast ;  and  civet-cats  are  common  to  the  country. 

The  city  of  Manilla  Ls  the  Spanisli  capital,  and  the  scat  of  the  colonial 
government  of  that  nation  in  the  East.  It  lies  in  latitude  14°  37'  N., 
long.  120'  5U  E.  i  \ariation  pr  i  aziiuuihO  '  10  easterly.  Tliis  city 
was  founded  in  157 1 ,  by  Miguel  Lopez  de  Legaspi.  It  is  a  walled  city, 
beautifully  situated  on  a  kind  of  pcninsuh,  at  the  bottom  of  a  bay,  and 
Is  well  Ibrtified.  The  city  Lb  large,  the  streets  spacious,  and  the  houses 
handsome.  They  generally  consist  uf  two  stories,  witli  a  flat  roof,  nnd 
baiconirs  in  fron^  The  lowrr  «^'ory  mo^i  commonly  of  stone,  and 
the  upptf  uiie  oi  wood,  Wilh  \vmdows  ol  moihcr-or-pearl,  or  some  other 
ihin  transparent  material.  The  streets  are  well  paved,  and  lighted  at 
night.  The  palace  in  which  the  governor  residea  is  a  vety  etegaat 
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and  extensive  building ;  the  other  public  etMcea  are  moaUy  diurcbea 

and  monasteries. 

This  is  the  ciuef  seat  of  coiuiuerce  for  the  Thihppiae  Islands,  and 
the  port  is  coiutan&Iy  crowded  in  the  Bummer  montbs  with  Chinese 
junks;  and  with  American«  English,  French,  Spanish,  Dutcht  and 
Portuguese  ship^-.  all  the  year  round.  The  principal  articles  of  export 
are  sugar,  indigo,  hemp,  coffee,  tobacco,  rice,  honey,  pearls,  pearl  and 
tortoi>r-slieli,  6lc.  The  imports  eouNist  principally  of  wine,  brandy, 
cutlery,  ♦.vc,  together  with  manufactured  articles  of  silA,  cotton,  and 
woollen.  Tiiis  city  was  taken  by  the  English  in  1762,  and  ransomed 
for  a  million  pounds  steriing ;  but  the  ransom  has  never  yet  been  paid, 
if  I  have  been  correctly  informed.  Its  present  popnlalion  is  about 
sixty  thousand  souls,  of  all  colours  nnd  features. 

Ships  botniil  i*>  this  port  during  the  norili-east  monsoons  should 
endeavour  lo  make  tlie  land  ;i  little  north  of  ilic  bay  ;  and  during  the 
souili-west  moni>ooiis  they  should  lirst  make  Goat  Ibland.  The  latter 
pravail  £rom  the  month  of  Mav  lo  October  inclusive ;  and  the  former 
finr  the  rest  of  the  year.  There  is  an  i  I  md  of  about  two  miles  in 
circumference,  lying  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  rather  nearer  to  the 
north  shore,  with  sullicient  depth  of  water  on  eitfier  side  of  it,  closr  to 
its  shore,  for  a  line-of-batile  ship.  Uuiuiu  iht  aurth-east  monsoons.  1 
should  always  advise  ships  to  pass  to  the  north  of  this  island;  but 
during  the  south-west  monsooost  the  southern  passage  will  be  most 
advisable.  They  are  both  equally  safe  and  easy,  hs^vmg  no  eoneealed 
dangers  half  a  mile  from  either  a^K>re. 

Tliis  island  is  called  the  C'orrenidor,  and  hns  a  small  fort  and  signal- 
staff  on  its  summit,  where  the  bp.inisii  flag  is  displayed  on  ships  en- 
tering the  bay.  ?Strangers,  in  going  in  at  daylight,  will  do  well  to  keep 
the  island  close  on  board.  They  will  receive  a  visit  from  the  board- 
ing oflieert  who  is  stationed  at  this  island  to  obtam  inibrmation  and  * 
assist  strangers  bound  to  Manilla,  with  provisions,  or  a  pilot  if  required. 
You  will  also  receive  the  daily  papers  by  the  boarding  oiHcer,  who 
sends  a  boat  to  the  port  of  Cavite  erery  day.  Ship-masters  should  be 
very  cautious  not  to  allow  any  boats  to  come  alongside,  nor  permit  any 
to  leave  the  vessel,  until  after  they  have  received  a  visit  from  the  health 
officer.  By  a  strict  attention  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  port,  a 
due  share  of  politeness,  with  a  few  trifluig  presents  to  the  fiist  and 
second  captains  of  the  port,  the  collector,  and  health  oflteer,  yon  will 
ensure  great  despatch  in  your  business  through  the  citstom-Mise ;  but 
a  rontrary  deporirnont  will  inevitiiMv  produce  delay. 

Ill  (  ntering  the  bay  of  Manilhi.  <  uiier  in  the  north  or  south  passage, 
you.  wni  not  have  less  tlian  leu  laiiiums  of  water  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  either  shore.  From  die  Corregidor  to  die  ciQr  the  course  is 
nonh-east-by-eastthree-qnaners^east,  eight  leagues  ;  and  to  the  port 
of  Cavite  the  course  is  east-by-north  half-norai*  seven  and  a  half 
leagues;  and  from  Cavite  to  Majiilli  the  course  is  north-north-east, 
three  leagues,  and  no  dangere  between  iliem.  'J'lie  soundings  arc 
regular,  from  five  fat)iom*i  -ii  Cavite,  inrreasing  gradually  tuiiil  half- 
way to  Manilla,  lo  leu  iaUiums  ,  and  then  decrea^g  gradually  until 
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off  tiM  port  or  eiiy  of  Manilla,  wboi  you  will  have  ffooi       to  km 

"  fathoms,  within  one  mile  ofilie  walls  of  the  city. 

On  the  north  uik)  soiuli  sulesofihe  bay  of  Manilhi  there  are  several 
sand  and  inuU-biiuks,  rumuug  Iroui  hall  h  mile  to  a  mile  oif-iihore, 
upon  the  mosi  of  which  the  natives  have  fishing  w«in  or  flakes  of 
buttboo,  with  Ibeir  uf>per  ondo  about  lour  foot  above  the  water,  tad 
doee  together.  Tbta  bay  is  large  asd  apaeioui,  being  aboat 
twenty  leagues  in  circumference,  hn  entrance,  or  the  CSoiregidory  la 
in  latitude  14°  27  N.,  Ion-.  120"  37'  E. 

The  anchorage  at  the  port  of  Mamlla  is  guoii,  !>aic,  and  commodious 
during  die  fine  season  of  the  year,  which  is  during  the  nortb-east  mon- 
eooos.  In  fact,  a  ship  may  lay  at  this  port  aU  the  year  found  m  fUH 
feet  aaiety,  provided  ahe  haa  good  gioiied^^kiittg.  B ut  if  there  should 
be  any  doubt  respecting  thia  apparatus,  I  would  advise  them,  during 
the  season  of  the  hurricanes  and  the  sotuh-nr -^t  monsoons,  to  moor 
iheir  ships  at  Caviie,  which  is  properly  the  Kr,i|Miri  of  Manilla.  Here- 
ships  may  lie  in  perfect  safely  ail  ilie  year  round,  m  satooiii  water. 

This  bay  is  bountifully  supplied  with  a  great  variety  of  Ciedlaitt 
fish ;  and  the  naiivea  employ  a  great  part  of  their  tiiae  ia  the  meniiw 
and  (on^ptuti  of  the  day  in  fishing.  But  at  night  it  is  iiienlly  covered 
Hith  their  little  canoes,  each  of  which  has  a  light  in  its  bow^,  uhich 
gives  the  bay  from  the  anchorage  a  very  beautiful  and  picturesque  ap- 
pearance.  These  exiiausdess  treasures  of  the  deep  have  drawn 
rouad  the  shores  of  the  bay  and  die  environs  of  the  city  a  very  thiek> 
population  of  the  natives,  each  of  whom  ie  eoateated  to  live  twenty- 
ter  hone  on  a  little  fish  and  a  handful  of  rice. 

The  river  of  Manilla  is  not  less  aOMlsing  than  the  bay.  It  is  on  the 
east  side  of  the  city,  from  whicli  it  separates  the  suburbs.  The  mouth 
of  this  river  is  formed  by  two  moles,  about  fifty  fathoms  apart,  willi  a 
lighthouse  on  the  eastern  point  ;  and  is  obstructed  by  a  bar,  which 
prevents  vessels  entering  that  draw  more  than  ten  feet  of  water,  lihi 
quite  a  pleaavra  to  sail  on  this  river  in  the  caaeee  or  baidnre  of  the 
Mthxes,  with  whidi,  near  its  mooih,  it  is  UteraUy  covered,  bringmgpiQ- 
daee  to  Mntkct.  The  small  boats  thait  come  down  the  river  are  gen- 
erally too  well  loaded  to  afford  room  for  the  owner,  who  wades  by  its 
fide  or  at  its  stern,  piishintr  it  along  m  the  water.  In  diis  task  they  are 
also  assisted  by  the  women,  who  are  as  fearless  of  the  water  as  a  duck* 
They  wade  into  any  reasonable  depth,  say  up  to  their  knees,  and  fr^ 
4|lieiitly  to  their  hips,  always  tsking  care  to  preserve  their  dress  from 
getting  wet,  which  they  hold  with  one  hand,  while  they  propel  the 
canoe  with  the  other. 

The  natives  of  both  sexes  are  almost  ron-.iantly  in  the  water,  eiiliei 
for  business  or  pleasure,  which  at  once  purities  the  body,  and  imparts 
apleasing  elasticity  to  the  animal  spirits.  They  bathe  at  all  perwdaof 
life  fimn  hifiincy  to  old  age ;  at  all  seasons,  and  insUweathem.  Itia  ei^ 
posed  by  some  writeratluu  these  constant  ablutions  and  their  teroperatft 
diet  contrflmte  to  the  great  frnttfulness  of  the  I.ucontan  females,  and 
their  ripeness  for  early  marriafff.  T  have  known  several  of  them  who 
had  borne  twins  at  the  age  of  twelve,  and  some  of  them  become 
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mocheit  at  tHitftn  ytm  old.  Those  that  am  mairiod  al  ao  eariy  an 

age  ffenerallf  ceaae  to  bear  before  they  are  thirty. 

After  their  accouchement,  at  which  male  practitioners  never  assist, 
they  recover  heahh  and  strenizth  very  rapidly.  Mibcarriages  and  acci- 
dents are  scarcely  known  among  them ;  their  female  accoucheurs,  havii^ 
ail  been  mothers  themselves,  Imow  their  business  practically,  which  is 
« thine  impoeeM  to  one  of  our  sex.  With  theae  ienule  natirea  of 
Iioeoitta  there  Isno  art  or  affectation ;  all  is  nature  with  them*  Thev 
have  not  been  taught  to  look  forward  to  llic  import aJit  hour  which 
tnfikes  them  mothers  with  apprehensions  of  danger ;  tlicrc  are  no  arti- 
ficial terrors  thrown  around  tlic  interesting  scene.  The  indispensable 
pangs,  wlkicii  are  courted  rather  than  shrunk  iVom,  are  endured  with 
patienoe,  and  an  hnmMe  reliance  on  that  Power  wh^e  wisdom  ordained 
>thia  fiode  of  fulfilling  the  divine  command  to  merease,  and  mnitiiilyv 
4Bid  replenish  (he  earth.** 

Their  suflcrin^'^,  however,  are  trifling  compared  with  those  whiclt 
fashion  entails  upon  Inr  wretched  vassals  in  the  United  States.  The 
jdaoillian  wives  liave  ue^  er  had  laeir  lovely  forw»  screwed  up  in  a  ma- 
«hiaa  of  toitnvo  thai  was  never  heard  of  among  all  the  diaboUeal  invol- 
utions of  the  Inqnlstlion ;  a  machine  of  whalebone,  and  slecl,  snd  oofd,and 
■{nilleys,  and  levers  1  a  machine  as  far  more  ridiculous  and  mischievous 
than  tlic  iron  shoe  of  China  as  the  body  and  vitals  of  a  liumnn  hrinwarc 
oi  more  value  than  ilir  foot.  They  hnve  lived  acrordmg  to  nature,  and 
now  enjoy  their  reward.  1  lie  apprehension  oi"  dcforaiity  ormalforma* 
tion^in  the  infant,  a  horrid  idea  which  flits  across  the  imagination  of 
almost  every  European  and  American  female  in  the  aituatwn  alluded 
1o»  never  enters  the  mind  of  these  children  of  nature,  among  thousands 
«f  whom  a  single  instance  of  personal  deformity  was  never  known. 
These  females  are  all  elegantly  shaped,  and  so  arc  the  men  :  almost 
every  one  being  a  suitable  model  for  a  Venus  or  an  Apollo.  In  form* 
feature,  limb,  eyes,  letih,  and  every  thing  but  complexion,  liie  tine- 
ture  of  the  skin,^  they  are  eqaal  to  the  fairest  of  my  own  eountiy* 
isomen;  amajority  of  whom  are  hraeed  up  so  sharp  that  thsjrcan 
seither  stoop  for  their  glove,  shouhi  they  chance  to  dnip  it,  nor  tie  their 
flhoe-slriog,  afaould  ii  it  dangling  on  this  pavement 
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CHAPTER  V. 

•Sail  from  Manilla  for  the  Fecjee  Islands — Discover  Sklddy'^i  bhoal— Islands  of 
Lm  Milins— Vint  Bn^h'»  Groop— Discover  Skiddv*s  Group-^Yint  Yooiif 
William's  Grouj>-  In trn  icw  u  Uh  the  Natives — Inl^ndetl  Treachery  J l  feat'  J — 
Visit  HooUverdeson's  Islands — Deacciplioa  of  the  Natives — Indications  of 
HogrtfitiM—Aii  AttempC  to  bond  the  AntHdifr— CombUHlioB  of  flw  Yoyaga 
«-Dueofffij  of  tko  MatMOO  Islmdff^Fiiiodly  Dlipotiticik  of  tlie  NoliTot. 

FiNBiNo  tliat  a  freight  for  Europe  or  Ameri(  a  oould  not  be  immedi- 
•ately  obtainedt  I  made  arrangements  to  lit  out  the  Antarctic  on  % 
voyage  to  the  Feejoe  Uanda*  diere  to  procure  a  cam  of  MdU-dif^ 
iMTf  tortoiiMihdi,  peuis»  peail-oheU*  or  any  other  Tunables  wfaieh 
might  be  to  the  profit  of  the  owners.  The  necessary  arrangements 
for  this  enterprise  occupied  several  weeks,  dnrinrr  whirh  period  my 
wife  and  myself  formed  several  vMluable  and  highly  respectable  ac- 
quaintances m  the  city.  Among  others  were  Mr.  Cannell,  an  English 
merchant,  ai\d  his  amiable  family,  consisting  of  wife,  children,  and 
niece,  the  latter  about  twen^  years  of  age.  liiis  gendemaa  sustained 
an  irre]»oachable  character  as  a  merchant  and  a  man,  being  senioc 
partner  in  the  house  of  Cannell  Si  Gellis. 

Mrs.  Morrell  was  much  caressed  by  Mrs.  Cannfll,  ihe  niece,  and  all 
the  children,  and  it  was  finally  arranged  that  bhe  would  remain  with 
them  at  Manilla,  during  my  absence  at  the  Fejec  Islands,  and  not  en- 
coonter  the  privationa  and  dangers  of  the  voyage.  It  was  not  without 
veliietance  that  my  wife  consented  to  this  arrangement ;  but  being  very 
much  attached  to  Mrs.  Canndi  and  bar  pleasant  little  family,  she  at 
length  became  reconciled  to  a  temporary  separation  from  me,  and  look 
up  her  residence  in  this  abode  of  virtur,  peac  e,  and  hospitality,  where 
I  knew  that  she  would  receive  such  protection  and  dehcate  attentions 
as  her  sex  and  state  of  health  required.  The  Antarotio  was  not  ready 
ht  sea  mitil  the  11th  of  April 

April  \2tk — Oil  Monday,  the  13th,  at  7,  A.  M.,  we  got  imder  way, 
and  lef>  the  port  of  Manilla,  with  the  wind  from  south-west,  and  fnir 
Weather;  having  thirty-three  stout  able-bodied  men  on  board.  On  the 
IS^Owing  day,  at  1,  F.  M.,  we  passed  the  Corregidor ;  and  at  6,  the  next 
mominff,  we  were  in  the  wes>t  entruuce  ol  the  Strait  of  Mamlla,  or  St. 
BanM^tfllnffi 

April  IBik, — ^We  continued  on  our  passage  through  this  strait,  wilb 

fair  weather  and  light  winds,  until  Sunday,  the  18lh  of  April ;  when, 
at  11,  P.  M.,  we  passed  the  inland  of  St.  Bamardino,  lying  at  the  east 
entrance  of  the  strait.  We  now  slretclu  d  to  the  eastward,  between 
iltc  eightli  and  twclitk  degrees  of  north  latitude,  fur  more  tham  a  fort- 
■ight,  with  TatiaUe  winds  end  weather. 

ifay  diA.--On  Thursdur,  the  6th  of  May,  at  6|  A.  If.,  wa  atw  th* 
pkuid  af  Faialia,  ainalad  kt  let  a«*fr  aoctlu  tonf.  U^ST  mtu 
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Thit  Is  a  tmall  uninhtbitcd  island,  about  three  inHes  in  circomrerence,. 
and  desttCoie  of  wood  of  any  considerable  growth.  It  is  not  much 
elevated,  being  not  more  than  two  hundred  feet  ribo\  o  the  Icvt  l  of  the 
sea.  A  coral  reef  runs  off  its  south  side,  about  two  miles,  on  which 
the  sea  breaks.  On  the  loilowing  day,  at  11,  P.  M.,  we  saw  the 
island  of  Ifeiue,  iu  lai.  8^  10  north,  long.  14.6^  57'  east.  This  island 
is  about  the  same  siae  as  Faralls,  just  mentiosedf  and  similar  to  it  in 
•f  aiy  taapect. 

May  8th. — We  continued  standing  to  the  eastward,  with  light 
winds  from  north-north-Gast,  attended  with  rain,  thunder,  and  light- 
ning, until  Saturday,  the  8th  of  May;  uhcn,  at  6,  A.  M.,  we  found 
ourselves  on  a  very  extensive  reef  of  coral,  siretcluug  about  iweuiy 
miles  aaal  sad  wcst»  and  fifteen  milea  north  and  sonth ;  with  from  two 
l^iftsan  tohmnaof  wat«r  up<m  it.  Theio  wss  no  land  in  sight  from 
any  part  of  tlic  reef,  vhioh  is  in  lat.  7°  Sfi'  north,  long.  148^  U  east. 
As  this  shoal  has  never  been  !ivu-kor!  on  any  chart,  nor  discovered  be- 
fore, wc  shall  give  it  the  nnmr  ut  jSladdy*8  <s^hoai«  in  honour  of  Captain 
"William  fcikiddy.  of  New- York. 

MMf  lOik*-"^  MoNdagr*  iha  tOifa  of  Max,  wa  we«a  dose  in  with 
tine  is&ads  of  Los  Matifss,  whieh  we  found  to  be  m  lat.  7^  44'  north* 
llMig.  149°  54'  aaat.  These  islands  are  three  in  number,  all  sasUamd 
low,  \vit!i  dangerous  roefs  put'.ini:  off  from  them  in  all  directions.  They 
are  thinly  populated,  anil  appear  to  be  \pr\  poorlv  wooded.  The 
largest  and  most  abundant  are  the  coeoania-uc(.&,  but  the  uiiiabitants 
arc  badly  supplied  with  fruits.  Th^  have  soute  small  plantations  of 
laivei^  and  aoflM  other  rootst  which  they  nse  aa  a  aubetatiMe  Ibr  brsad. 
The  natives  are  nnieh  like  those  of  Beifh*s  Group,  both  in  peiaonl 
appearanc  e  and  manners ;  tlieir  canoes  are  also  similar.  As  there  are 
no  refreshments  nor  any  articles  of  trade  to  be  had  here,  1  would  ad- 
vise all  merrhant-ships  to  keep  clear  of  thi'^  ^rouis  on  account  of  the 
leefaod  daugcrs,  and  the  strong  current  winch  sets  between  theai«  and 
idso  beeanse  the  natives  are  very  hoetile  and  treacherous. 
.  iHey  UlA.— On  Thursday,  the  iath«  we  passed  ehiee  iu  wilh  the 
west  ude  of  Bergh's  Group,  and  had  a  vint  tironiovrronner  ao^mialp- 
anccs,  who  instantly  knew  tlic  Antarctic,  and  appeared  very  glad  to 
see  us.  They  brought  with  them  a  plenty  of  bread-fruit  and  coronnn*?*, 
and  a  number  of  their  countrymen  who  had  tvot  veniur^Ml  oi^  Uoard  ai 
our  former  visiU  They  uU  exprc:ssni  mucli  uuxieiy  iur  the  vessel  10 
«Mar  within  the  reef  again,  ud  coaie  lo  aaehert  so  that  all  thsir 
couiutyawn  might  have  an  oppottunity  of  witnessing  the  woadefs 
ported  to  them  by  the  more  venturous  few  who  had  been  on  board. 
But  the  wind  and  weather  being  favmu  lI;!*  ,  I  couli!  not  now  comply 
Willi  their  wislies  ;  but  made  them  ail  boiue  presents  m  rL  Uirn  for  their 
Iwspilaiuy,  and  then  ihcv  reluctantly  look  tiieir  leave,  wiide  we  con- 
liniwd  OB  our  oourse  to  the  south  and  east.  The  more  1  saw  of  these 
apparently  good-hnnoored,  sknple  natives^ the  moivatscMig^  1  birit 
interested  in  their  history,  character,  4lc. 

May  14/A. — On  the  following  day  we  discovered  three  small  low 
islands,  beitig  each  from  xh.rvc  to  five  miles  in  cireumforence,  and 
aiiimtst  cuiuely  covered  wuh  c^coauut  and  hread-ijaut  lfcos«  They  aia 
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well  infaalrited  with  much  the  same  kind  of  peo]>Ie  as  the  western  part 
of  Bergh*a  Group ;  having  also  the  same  description  of  canoes,  war 
iinplenients,  fishing  utensils,  and  wearing  appareL  Th«  islanda  aw 
afl  anmniilded  and  connected  by  a  coral  re«f.  They  furnish  bicht-dt' 

mery  pearls,  prnrl  and  tortoise-shell,  and  many  curious  and  beautiful 
shells,  valuable  lor  their  rarity.  Tliesr  islnnds  extend  about  ten  miles 
east  and  west,  and  about  five  miles  north  and  aouth ;  being  siiii:UHd  in 
lat.  6^  4'  north,  long.  Ia3°  2reust;  and  as  we  could  not  iiiid  uiern  oil 
any  chart,  or  see  them  mentioned  in  any  epitome  of  nafigatioBY  wo 
concluded  that  they  were  new  discoveries,  and  gave  them  the  namoof 
Skiddy's  Group,  in  honour  of  that  worthy  and  enterprising  navigator. 

May  \ryth, — We  continued  steerin-j^  to  the  soutli  and  east,  with  the 
wind  from  eust-north-east  and  east,  aaeuded  with  squalls  of  rain;  and 
on  K:>aiurday  morning,  the  loih,  at  four,  A.  M.,  we  were  close  in  with 
Young  WQiiam'a  Group,  the  centre  of  which  liee  in  iatitudo  5*  19'  N., 
Jong.  153^  8T  E.  This  group  is  nearly  circular,  extending  twenty 
miles  east  and  west,  and  eighteen  miles  north  and  south ;  the  whole 
surrounded  by  a  coral  reef,  from  onc-fonrih  of  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a 
half  wide.  On  the  inner  edge  of  this  reef  there  is  a  chain  of  low 
islands,  eleven  in  number,  the  principal  ot  which  are  well  miiabiteU. 
Tlieire  are  many  small  islands,  or  lumps,  thai  stand  on  ^  ret^wfaiak 
aro  covered  with  cocoanot-trees,  but  are  not  inhabited. 

An  of  the  islands  are  well  supplied  with  bread-fruit  and  cocoanut^ 
tree-?,  plantains,  and  bannnas ;  tnev  are  n^sio  well  snpplird  wiih  wood 
and  water.  Two  of  the  islands  are  about  lllieen  miles  in  ciircuit,  and 
about  one  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  in  their  most  elevated 
parts.  These  islands  are  all  of  volcanic  origin.  The  lagoon  within 
the  reef  contaiDa  pearls,  pearl>abell,  and  many  other  valuable  ahtlbof 
the  pearl  kind ;  while  the  reef  contains  Mie^(M>«ier,  and  the  hawkVbifl 
lortoise. 

While  I  WIS  examining  the  reef  on  the  west  side  of  the  group,  I  was 
met  by  rn my  of  the  natives  in  their  canoes,  who  requested  me  to  hml 
on  a  small  iblaud  about  two  miles  farther  south,  it  being  in  the  early 
part  of  the  day,  the  weather  fine,  and  the  vessel  tmder  Uio  lee  of  tlm 
reef,  m  perfect  smooth  wafer,  I  signified  a  compliance  with  then-  wishes, 
and  steered  the  boat  to  the  point  proposed,  followed  by  the  islanders 
in  their  canoes.  On  approaching  the  bench,  I  saw  some  of  the  in- 
habitauls,  who  had  been  gazing  at  us  from  behind  a  clnuip  oi  trees 
near  the  cabins,  make  a  precipitate  retreat  into  the  woods,  'i'he  natives 
in  the  canoes  soon  landed,  at  some  distance  from  <mr  boat ;  and  wiiilo 
a  part  of  theur  number  remained  on  the  beadi,  the  test  prooeeded 
to  join  the  fugitives  in  the  woods.  These  movements  looked  soi- 
picious  ;  but  I  was  too  well  armed  and  prepared  to  fear  the  result  ef 
treachery,  havinj,'  a  brace  of  pistol«  ,hu(  a  enllass. 

I  left  my  men  in  the  boat,  with  orders  to  keep  her  afloat,  and  as 
nearly  abreast  of  me  as  possible.  I  then  walked  confidently  up  to  the 
five  natives  remaining  on  the  beach,  who  tmiidly  advanced  to  bmnhbb^ 
and  I  soon  perceived  that  they  were  unarmed.  When  we  had  a{H 
proaehed  to  within  about  twelve  yards  of  each  other,  they  ^dl  made  a 
full  stop  for  several  minutes.   Ai  length  one  of  thens  who  ifpeaitd 
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to  be  the  eldest  oi'  ihe  group,  &iepped  on  ooe  side  to  a  small  tree  which 
grew  near  the  beach,  ajid  broke  off  a  sniaU  branch,  which  he  held  up 
towkm*  I  iamedtatetf  ioiitatcd  hii  esampleb  awl  Keipraeated  hut- 
proffer  of  amity,  if  for  such  it  was  inteodod.  As  I  advanced  to  make 
the  exchange,  he  at  first  drew  timidly  back ;  but  after  being  joined  by 
a  female  who  had  been  watrhin^  our  movements  from  a  short  distance* 
and  wlio  was  probably  iiis  wiie,  llie  treaty  of  amity  was  duly  ratified* 
mid  sealed  by  Itis  uiaJviiij^  mc  a  pre«>em  of  his  tapper,  or  wai8t->cloilu 
His  wife  then  gave  me  a  littie  garland  of  wild  flowofs  ehe  had  been 
braiding;  and  as  if  thia  had  been  a  preconcoted  signal,  two  lovely 
females,  naked  as  they  were  bom,  daited  from  a  neighbouring  tliicket* 
each  with  a  similar  token  of  affection,  which  they  offered  with  the  most 
bewitching  grace  conceivable.  Heaven  lorgive  aie,  it  my  wicked  heart 
did  violence  to  any  one  precept  of  ilie  deccdogue  I 

lliese  girls  were  aboni  nzteettor  aeventeeo,  with  evea  like  the  ga-> 
seUe*it  teetli  like  ivoiyt  and  the  moat  delicately  formed  features  I  have 
ever  met  with.  In  stature  they  were  about  five  feet,  with  small  hands, 
feet,  and  head,  long  black  hair,  and  then  those  eyes,  sparkliFig  like  jet 
beads  swimming  in  liquid  enamel  ?  They  had  small  plump  cheeks, 
with  a  chin  to  match,  and  lips  of  just  tiio  proper  thickness  fur  aifec- 
tiooi*a  kiw.  Their  necka  were  amall,  and  I  believe  dut  I  eoofal  have 
apaimed  either  of  tfaeirnaked  waists  with  both  my  handa.  HudrUmba 
were  l>eautifully  proportioned,  and  so  were  tlieir  basts.  Imaginatiott 
must  complete  the  bewitching  portraits:  I  will  only  add  the  abade^ 

their  skin  was  a  Ijght  copper  colour. 

I  placed  the  wreaths  they  gave  me  on  my  own  head,  which  appeared 
10  {tteiae  them  very  mneht  and  to  incj^ase  their  confidence.  I  ac- 
companied them  and  their  fidenda  to  the  village,  where  we  were  met 
by  about  one  hundred  natives,  men,  women,  and  children.  Here  I  le* 
reived  several  similar  tokens  from  other  females ;  and  in  return  made 
them  presents  of  a  few  beads  and  some  sni:ill  pieces  of  an  iron-hoopi, 
with  which  they  seemed  to  be  highly  delighted.  There  were  several 
elderly  men  and  women  among  Uiem,  some  of  whom  I  should  take  to 
be  ninety  or  e  hmdrad  yearn  of  age. 

The  men  were  all  nnanned,  and  appeared  to  be  veiy  fiiendlj.  They 
are  straight,  active,  muscular,  and  well-made,  with  an  average  height 
of  about  five  feet  nine  inches.  Most  of  them  wear  a  tapper  round 
their  loins,  which  reaches  about  half-way  to  the  knees,  and  is  made 
from  the  bark  of  a  tree.  The  married  women  wear  the  same  modest 
covering,  highly  ornamented  in  finmt  with  feathera  and  ahalla ;  but  the 
unmarried  women  eipoee  all  their  chaima,  beiog,  when  unadonied^ 
adorned  the  most/*  They  aport  in  the  anri;  as  u  the  water  was  dimr 
natural  element.  *  . 

The  cabins  or  cottages  of  these  islanders  consi'si  of  a  roof  made  of 
bamboos,  and  thatched  with  cocoauui-leaves,  placed  upon  lour  posts. 
Under  this  roof  they  have  a  platform,  elevated  about  two  feet  from  the 
giemid ;  being  a  firame  of  bamboot  which  ia  coveted  with  meta.  Thia 
oonstitutes  a  very  clean  and  cod  place  for  sleeping* 

After  remaining  with  these  people  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour, 
lining  them  the  aeeda  of  useful  vegetables,  and  sbowieg  their  use,  the 
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joune  women  uivjtcJ  me  to  accompany  them  to  the  other  side  of  ihcr 
wdMnSt  m^nra  they  said  lhay  would  get  ne  aoma  tmtleHriMlland  peulp' 
ahalL   Befove  I  had  advanead  far  m  tha  Ibfaat,  howavar,  I  saw  abool 

f<my  Indtans  at  the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  armed  with  bowa 
and  arrows;  nnd  evincing  a  stronir  (Visposiiion  to  conceal  ihcmselve*:^ 
by  skulking  behind  trees  and  brushwooil.  i  was  now  fiilly  satished 
that  all  their  pretended  frieadsbip  was  ireaeheryf  and  immediately 
tornad  for  the  beach,  tellfatf  the  chief  that  I  wiahed  to  go  to  boat 
and  get  aome  beads  and  iron  for  hinit  and  lake  the  boat'a  crew  withsM 
on  die  other  aide  of  island. 

This  proposition  seemed  to  yvlease  them  very  much,  and  they  all 
turned  to  a<'company  me.  I  kept  the  chiel' alongside  of  me,  with  my 
right  hand  on  a  pistol.  As  soon  as  we  came  withm  hail  of  the  boat,  I 
found  that  ahe  waa  lying  doae  in  at  die  edge  of  the  aarf,  where  my 
mea  wen  waiting  forme  with  atraiiiing  eyea  and  amioiia  heaila.  I 
ordered  them  to  back  as  near  the  aon  as  possible,  and  the  momenta 
thfv  saw  me  within  a  few  feet  of  the  water,  to  fire  a  miisket  over  my 
head.  My  orders  were  promptly  obeyed,  and  the  lerrihed  natives  all 
fell  to  the  earth.  In  the  midst  of  their  confusion,  I  dived  through  the 
surf,  and  was  soon  in  the  boat,  while  the  cwraottn  gave  way  mth  all 
their  atrength* 

We  had  scarcely  left  the  beach  dhy  yards  behind  na,  before  it  was 

covered  wilh  about  three  hundred  well  armed  warriors.  I  fired  a  musket 
over  iheir  heads,  which  frightened  the  most  of  liiem  down  upon  their 
haunches ;  aiitl  before  they  could  recover  a  warrior's  proper  position, 
we  were  out  of  bow-shot.  What  object  tliey  could  iiave  had  m  view 
in  thia  endently  preeoneerted  act  of  perfidy  I  am  at  a  loaa  to  knowr 
miless  they  thought  that  my  death  or  captiTity  would  lend  to  the  ttkmg^ 
of  the  Antarctic.  I  am  sure  that  my  motives  were  correict,  and  Heavew 
ever  protects  those  who  jeopard  their  safety  for  the  benefit  of  their 
ieilow-creatures.  I  had  always  evinces!  the  most  friendly  disposition 
to  this  people,  having  supplied  them  with  seeds  of  various  kinds,  and 
initraeted  then  how  to  pkatt  and  eultivaie  them. 

Having  made  a  aniBeient  diatanee  fiom  the  tdend,  I  ehanged  tlio> 
eonrae  of  the  boat,  and  steered  towards  the  aouth,  making  a  signal  for 
the  schooner  to  keep  close  in-shore,  abreast  of  the  honf,  which  could 
be  done  with  safety,  as  the  water  was  bold  to  the  very  edge  of  the  rcef^ 
and  the  wind  was  off-shore,  or  from  the  north-east.  We  had  not  pro- 
eeeded  for,  however,  before  we  aaw  aboM  one  hoadred  eanoea  coBung 
towarda  ua  fion  all  the  ialanda.  We  were  now  redneedtothia  altem»> 
tive— either  to  enter  iMo  **tho  nn|militah]e  contest  of  seeing  whieb 
could  do  the  other  the  most  harm," or  show  them  the  Antarctic's  stem, 
and  leave  the  islands  thus  partially;  examined*  We  adopted  the  meat 
humane  course. 

Jlfoy  16M.<'-On  Sunday,  the  16th,  at  six,  P.  M.,  (nautical  time)  we 
left  Yoiuif  Waiiam'e  Gnmm  and  ateend  to  the  enet,  a  little  aooiheriy, 
with  a  lignt  breeze  from  north-nordi.«aat,  and  fair  weather ;  and  on  the 

following  morning,  at  four,  A  M  ,  we  were  close  in  with  the  islands 
of  Monteverdeson's.  Tfus  group,  w  lwch  m  situated  in  latitude 'd^  32? 
I^.,  long.  166°  6%'  £•,  waa  discovered  m  the  Spanish  ihgate  La  Pal«» 
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bcloDginy  to  the  PhilippiM  ConpaBy*  eommanded  by  0oti  Juan  Bap- 
thtc  MontevfT(1r,  in  har  pMMge ftom  Maoills  t»  iinaroa  tiie  ISckol 

February.  1800. 

This  gioiip  is  nearly  cirrular,  and  contains  about  thirty  islands^  of 
differeul  bizcs,  the  largest  being  not  more  than  ten  miles  in  circumfer- 
•nee.  Tktf  m  oU  aurroaiided  by  a  eorai  net,  which  hw  from  three  tt> 
oeven  foot  of  water  on  it,  where  the  sea  bfetka  very  heavily  all  the  year 
round.  The  islands  all  stand  on  the  inner  cdg^c  of  the  coral  reef,  with 
boat-passages  between  them,  from  one-fourth  of  a  mile  to  two  miles 
in  width  ;  thus  following  the  circle  of  the  reef  all  round,  leaving  in  ilie 
centre  a  large  lagoon  about  beveu  leagues  m  icu<jdi,  iroiu  uuriii-easi 
to  flootfapweet,  end  ahoat  tre  lea^aee  from  oorlhrweet  to  ooutli-eaeL 

The  bottom  of  this  lagoon  ia  Ufteially  covered  irith  the  pearl  oyater, 
ia  a  depth  of  water  from  three  to  twenty  fathoms-;  and  the  surrounding 
Teef  abotmds  with  hiche-de-m'-r  of  n  verj'  superior  quality.  ThehawkV 
bill  turtle  also  visits  the  shoi  r  s  of  the  islands  at  certnin  seasons  of  the 
year,  fur  the  purpose  of  laying  their  eggs  and  raiiting  their  yoimg. 
jjpoa  alt  ibeeo  artielee  the  nasivee  eet  liitto  ot  no  vafaie. 

These  iaUoda  ace  aU  very  low,  the  most  elevated  poinCa  of  them 
not  rising  more  dian  one  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The 
surfice  of  e;u-h  is  literally  covered  with  eoeontiut-trees,  bread-fruit  trees, 
ari't  palm-trees  ;  besidr  ^  iii:inv  (jlher  kinds  of  wood  that  is  highly  useful 
to  Uie  islanders  in  liie  coii&irucuuu  of  Lkeir  cauoe:^,  houseSf  Mbd  war 
impleflMala* 

The  nativaa  are  tall,  well  made^  lobuat,  and  active.  Their  average 
eCature,  I  mean  that  of  tiie  men,  is  six  feet  two  inchestandiewitf  timn 

"weij^^h  le*;^  th^n  two  Inindred  and  fifty  pounds.  They  are  of  an  olive 
colour,  with  rather  tlatlish  noses,  black  curled  liair,  of  six  or  eifrht 
inches  m  length,  high  cheek-bones,  small  black  eyes,  very  qua  and 
penetrating,  high  prominent  foreheads,  a  beautifiU  white  atid  regular 
eet  of  teeth.  Their  handa  and  feet  are  emal]«  in  proportion  to  the  aisa 
of  the  body  and  limba.  Their  bodies  are  ver>  round  and  ttrai^tt 
^vIth  full  chests,  and  square  broad  slioulders.  In  short,  tliey  are  aa 
models  for  the  scidpinr  or  p-iliuer  as  I  have  ever  met  with. 

The  females  are  ahoui  iht  ii^  et  three  inches  in  height,  with  slen- 
der bodies,  ruuud  und  plump  a:>  an  apple.  Their  countenance  ia 
pleaeing  and  imeifeting,  and  their  sparkling  black  eyea  irresiatibly 
faaeiiiaUng«  They  are,  in  short,  in  every  respect  equid,  and  in  aome 
eoperiort  lo  the  femalea  of  Young  WiUiam*e  Chroop. 

The  dress  of  bo'h  sexes,  after  marrin^^e.  is  alike  ;  consisting  of  a 
simple  tapper  around  the  loins,  descending  half-way  to  the  knees;  that 
of  the  female  being  ornamented  like  those  of  Young  VViUiaiu's  Group. 
The  nnoMRied  go  entirely  naked*  showing  tlieir  finely-modelled  limbs 
tothfl  beat  advanuge.  Both  sexes  take  to  the  water  at  every  carl\  age, 
4md  MOB  beeone  almost  as  much  haUtitated  to  it  as  the  amphibia  of 
the  (rallipn^s  Islands.  Their  canoen  and  war  im^eiMQtl  are simiUr 
to  those  ol"  iho  uthpr  j^roup,  only  much  larger. 

When  these  peoj)le  (irsi  ranie  alongside  the  Aaiarctic,  they  gave  liie 
crew  oocoanuis  aiui  bread-fruit,  without  asking  any  ilxuig  in  return ; 
iMiil  wna  aome  time  halbfo  mf  of  Ihem eoaM  be  prevafled  «poo  t^ 
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eMB«  on  board.  Ho  crew  in  return  distribnted  alkion||  them  old  knirei, 

beads,  iron  hoops,  and  many  other  little  articles,  'lliis  liberality  eX' 
cited  surh  sensution*^  in  ibe  nntircs  ns  induced  them  to  strip  their 
canoes  of  th<"ir  fishint(-lincs,  hooks,  nets,  coco.'inuts,  which  thry 
©nVred  as  objects  of  barter  ;  they  also  gave  their  large  hats,  made  of 
palm-leaves,  as  well  as  the  tappers  from  their  loins.  Both  sexes 
Atripped  off  the  only  article  whieh  eovered  their  nakedness,  and  freely 
nave  it  for  a  few  glass  beads. 

Even  yet  they  appeared  not  to  be  contnntcd  with  the  sacrifices  they 
had  made,  but  gave  me  to  tmdcrstniul  tlut  they  would  return  to  the 
island,  and  collect  pearl-shell,  tortoise-shell,  and  hirhf-fle-mer^  if  we 
would  run  the  schooner  close  in  witli  the  lee-side  of  the  island.  To 
this  proposition  I  readily  signified  my  assent,  and  they  with  ehild-lika 
alacrity  paddled  swiftly  to  the  shore. 

By  the  time  that  they  had  landed,  the  Antarctic  was  ^\  I  hin  about  a 
mile  of  the  hearh,  on  which  were  lying  fifty  cnnoes  of  the  largest  size, 
being  about  thirty-five  feet  in  length,  and  very  buoyant.  We  con- 
tinued to  watch  their  movements  with  our  glasses,  and  soon  had  cause  ■ 
for  some  stanlin^r  suspicions.  Instead  of  loading  their  eaUoes  with 
<he  Taloable  ^rtieies  they  proinised,  we  saw  about  five  hundred  men 
beartiig  to  them  back-loads  of  spears  and  war-dabs.  In  addition  to 
thi<;,  they  had  ail  daubed  their  fares  witli  red  paint,  a  certain  indteatum 
of  hn^'ile  intentions  among  the  islanders  of  these  seas. 

In  a  few  moments  these  warlike  preparations  were  completed,  and 
the  canoes  afloat  and  manned  with  fifteen  to  twenty  men  each,  coming 
rapidly  towards  the  vessel,  propelled  by  naddles  at  the  rate  of  eight 
mfles  an  hour.  This  fornii«lablc  flotilla  auvaiiced  in  two  divisions,  ap« 
parently  with  the  intention  of  boarding  us  on  both  sides.  Having  a 
fine  breoze  from  nofth-north-easL,  we  lay-to,  until  they  had  appronrhril 
within  <nie-third  of  a  mile  of  the  vessel ;  we  then  liiied  away,  with  the 
wind  abaft  of  the  beam ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  more  the  Autarcttc  took 
np  her  feet,  and  slid  over  the  briny  ocean,  with  her  stem  to  these  treaeh- 
erons  savages,  at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  an  honr. 

This  was  the  only  step  we  could  have  taken  to  avoid  slaughtering 
tliese  ignorant,  misguided  people  ;  who  were  not  j'et  willing  to  relin- 
quish their  rash  adventure,  but  continued  to  follow  the  vessel  for  more 
than  four  miles,  when  they  gave  up  the  chase,  and  turned  towards 
Uie  ijilaads.  No  dotibt  this  system  of  treachery,  which  prevaib,  or 
did  oneo  prevaO,  on  every  fadiabited  island  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  is  a 
part  of  ihnir  cdt:  ;  >n.  They  sin  without  the  law,  and  tiloold  be 
judged  witlioni  the  law.  Knowing,  as  1  do,  that  there  are  many 
calling  themselves  Clnistiar^.  who  could  not  *♦  east  the  first  stone**  at 
these  untutored  children  of  nature,  I  could  not  find  it  in  my  heart  to 
throw  cold  iron  ami  lead  among  them.  If  they  enjoyed  the  blessing 
of  masioniv^^MiAen,  bni  ^w  years  woold  elapse  before  the  natives 
of  at!  these  grtiti|to'  Of  ialiSBdi  would  become  as  exemplary  for  honesty, 
fidelity,  and  hospiliaiiy  M  Ihoseof  the  Sandwich,  Friendly,  and  So- 
ciety Islands.  I>r!  onr  missionar}'  societies  look  to  this :  here  is  a 
wide  field  open  foi  their  pious  and  pUiUiuluropie  labours ;  a  iield  wbick 
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is  ripe  for  the  harrest,  and  which  would  make  retniM  of  s  ihoiniai 
Ibid,  both  in  a  moral  and  commercial  point  of  view. 

From  Monteverdeson's  (iraup  we  steered  to  iht  iouth-cast,  with  a 
fine  breeze  and  cloudy  weaiher.  During  the  nieht  we  had  the  wind 
from  all  points  of  the  compass,  aeeompenied  wiw  tender  and  light- 
nine,  squaOs  of  wind,  and  heavy  falb  of  rain.  At  the  same  time  we 
notEed,  in  tlie  wake  of  the  vesse],  besides  the  nsaal  phosphoresceot 
appcaranre  of  the  sea,  some  very  brilliant  coruscations,  evidently  pro- 
ceeding Irnin  myriads  of  mollusca,*  mnny  of  which  we  caught  and 
examined,  and  iuuad  tiiem  to  be  diiftirent  irom  any  that  we  had  ever 
seen.  The  only  indication  of  life  which  tbey  manueated  was  a  slight 
degree  of  aweUing  when  molested;  they  ware  generally  about  ao- 
inch  in  thicknesStSnd  from  three  to  five  inches  in  length,  eiicl<Med  in  n 
kind  of  covering  or  outer  skin, of  a  yeUowisfa  eokiar*  and  almoet  ifans* 
parent. 

Jlfoy  21  St, — On  the  moniidg  of  Friday,  the  2l8t  of  May,  at  fottr^ 
A.  M.,  we  crossed  the  equator,  in  long.  100°  11'  £.  On  discovering* 
by  astronomical  observatkms  ami  by  cnronometer,  that  Ibr  the  last  two 
days  we  had  not  made  the  easting  which  the  log  gave  us  by  eighty.four 

miles,  and  it  beiiiji  qnite  cnlni,  we  lowered  tlic  waist-hoat,  and  tn'rd  the 
currc  nr,  which  wc  t'ound  setting  westpby-norvh,  at  the  rate  of  two  and 
a  qiuirier  miles  an  hour. 

On  the  following  day,  Saturday,  the  22d,  being  in  lat.  2°  4'  long. 
158^  2T  we  lound  the  enrrsnt  setting  west-halteHlht  twn  and  a 
half  miles  an  hour.  We  this  day  took  tlw  wind  hnm  cas^eoolh-•ast. 
On  Sunday,  the  23d,  we  found  the  cnrrent  setting  to  the  we8t-by> 
9orth  half-north,  three  miles  and  a  quarter  an  hour  On  Monday,  the 
24th,  we  obtained  several  sights  for  tlie  chronometer  during  tlie  after- 
noon, which  told  tis  the  strength  of  the  ciurent  had  increased  to  nearly 
four  miles  an  hour. 

Ma^  Siiib*— To  tatis^  onrselves  of  die  aeenney  of  the  ehnnone* 
ter,  at  svnset  we  lowered  one  of  the  waist-boats  to  tiy  the  enrrent» 
"which  we  found  setting  nearly  west  by-north,  more  than  three  miles 
and  tluee-quarters  an  hour.  We  now  had  a  seven-knot  breeze  from 
east-south-east;  and  litiding  it  to  be  nnpostiibie  to  pass  lo  the  eastward 
of  Solomon's  archipelago,  on  account  of  the  slrengiU  of  the  currents,, 
I  determined  on  passing  through  BoogainviUe'e  fitnit,  after  einnuntng 
the  Oniong  Java  Group.  But  on  fmding  ourselves  exacdy  in  the 
situation  assigned  to  these  islandsv  at  ninei  P.  M.,  we  bore  up,  and 
mn  to  the  west,  with  a  £ne  brecM  fion  eaausomb-eait,  and  fttft 
weather. 

At  half-past  eleven,  the  man  on  the  top-gallant  yard  saw  laud  and 
breakers  at  the  same  time^  We  immediately  hauled  on  a  wind  to  the 
aouth,  and  at  three,  A.  M.,  we  tacked,  and  stood  in  for  the  land  whkh 

had  been  announced.   At  six,  A.  M.,  we  were  doea  in  with  ft  gawp 

of  small  low  islands  that  appeared  to  be  entirely  surrounded  by  a  coral 
xeeff  with  the  excejHjon  of  two  nanow  opcnioga,  neidier  of  which  wan 

^*  mnnm.^Am  wSiffihwIi  vaiif  m  mm  iii  la  lit  Ummm  Mjmtn,  nim*  ■>  ■!* 
MSvM^  wm  Mililis,  Ac— fMM^  g»qftttfm4i$. 
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than  three  fathoms* 

We  ran  close  in  with  the  easternmost  of  these  openings  or  passages, 
on  the  south  t*\de  of  the  group,  and  ai  er^ht,  A.  M.,  sent  in  the  boats, 
well  armed,  to  examine  the  reef.  At  ten,  A.  AL,  the  boats  returned, 
^vith  the  encouraging  mtorniation  thai  the  reef  was  literally  covered 
with  hiek§  di  mtr^  oi  ibe  irsl  ind  taeood  quality,  several  specimens 
of  which  they  bfought  on  board  with  thenw-  The  passage  which  leil 
to  the  lagoon  within  the  reef  was  inaaediately  sounded,  and  found  to 
be  safe  and  easy.  I  rhprcfore  drtpniiined  to  enier  the  hij^ooii,  bring  the 
Antarctic  to  anrhor,        if  possibin,  procure  a  cargo  at  this  place. 

This  resoiuaon  we  immediately  proceeded  to  carry  into  effeft ;  nnd 
al  half-past  eleven,  A.  M.,  were  within  the  reef,  and  steering  iur  liie 
windward  aide  of  the  lagoon»  which  we  reached  on  Teesday,  the  26ih^ 
and  at  three,  P.  Bit  caine  to  anchor  within  one  mile  of  a  fmaU  island 
on  the  north-east  side  of  the  group,  in  fifteen  fathoms  of  water,  over  u 
coral  bottom.  Here  we  were  completely  sheltered  from  all  points  of 
the  co]iipn«?s,  in  perfectly  smooth  water,  it  bein^  impossible  for  any 
swell  10  enter  the  lagoon  wuhin  the  reef  from  the  seaboard*  Tliis 
anchorage  is  in  lat.  4<»  50"  aO"  &,  long,  l^*"  10'  30 '  E. 
'  May  25fA«-~Ae  80011  as  the.  Aniaidie  waa  moofed  and  the  eaile 
furled,  the  nati?ee»  nearly  ae  daikFakfaned  ae  Ifikans,  and  almoet 
totally  naked,  began  to  assemble  round  her,  at  a  respectful  distance,  in 
their  light  canoes,  evincing  the  usual  symptoms  of  curiosity,  wonder, 
and  timidity.  They  came  wiihin  about  a  hundred  yards  of  the  vessel, 
and  then  lay  on  their  oars,  or  rather  paddles,  as  if  aliraid  to  approach 
any  nearer*  On  obeerving  thie  I  displayed  a  white  flag,  as  a  token  of 
amity  on  our  pert,  and  heU  op  to  their  view  aeroral  etringa  of  beMle» 
and  other  aitidce  which  glittered  in  the  tun.  Thie  fiaaflv  Indoeed 
them  to  venture  alongside,  when  they  appeared  to  be  struck  with  as^ 
tonishment  and  awe,  on  surveying  the  vessers  hull,  spars,  rio-fjing;,  Sic» 
But  nothingf,  for  some  tune,  would  induce  them  to  ascend  her  side. 
.  I  soon  distinguished  one  among  their  number,  whom  I  set  down  as  a 
•  chief  or  ruler ;  and  iriuMn,  for  the  want  of  a  more  appropriate  name,  I 
ahatt  call  NerOw  Ho  wia  meet  eplendidly,  or  rather  AntaetieaDy,  orna- 
mented with  rows  of  shells  and  wreathe  of  flowen»  abom  his  ebony 
head,  neck,  and  waist :  while  his  arms  and  legs  were  adorned  with 
rin^s  or  bracelets  oi  the  richest  tortoise-shell.  Alter  a  long  time,  I 
succeeded  in  persuading  liim,  wuh  a  few  of  his  followers,  to  venture 
on  board ;  but  not  without  considerable  doubt  and  hesitancy  on  their 
part  Bot  who  ean  aoenratelv  depict  their  aatoniriiinent  whoa  they 
fot  aie|i|ied  upon  deek!  They  seemed  to  be  etnick  dumb  and 
stupid  with  amazement ;  nor  wookt  tliey  advance  a  step  from  the 
gangway,  until  T  took  Nero  by  the  tauh  and  with  dae  demonstratiooe 
of  courtesy  led  hun  aft. 

\  A  little  reassured  by  the  friendliness  of  my  deportment,  and  the  cor^ 
dialitv  of  hie  reception^  he  began,  by  degrees,  to  recover  from  his  as- 
teBiahnwnti  and  to  beeane  curiimsly  inquiaitsve*  He  eiamined,  in 
lapid  soGcession,  the  maata,  ligfingt  aaib,  deck*  hatdiei.  pmnp,  bin* 
ukt  cablee,  anehora,  wha]o-boaia»  and  miytUnf  lint  aei  hie  eyv; 
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flying  from  one  object  to  another,  feeling  thrm  with  both  hands,  in- 
quiring the  use  of  wrry  thing,  but  never  waiting  for  aa  ansxrer,  imine« 
(Jiately  laring  hold  uS  boniethinfr  el«<».  He  at  last  jumped  about  the 
deck  like  a  madman,  alternately  laughing  and  uttering  exelantaocmt  of 
•Monirimieiit  Whan  any  thing  stniek  hkn  »  a  peevUar  maimer,  ha 
would  instantly  err  om  «« RttP^tiUer  r  signiQrm^  Jim  t  His  sable 
attendants  also  took  great  interest  in  the  objects  around  them ;  but  did 
not  presume  to  give  their  feelings  iittcranre  in  the  pre«enrp  of  tlieir 
chid,  who  ultimately  proved  to  be  the  grand  chief,  or  emperor  of  the 
Mr  hoi  0  group. 

I  invited  Nero  to  deacend  wkh  me  hilo  iha  ctMn ;  bnt  ha  declined, 
nntil  three  of  hia  people  ahooU  have  first  tried  the  lia^iardous  experi- 
ment, «md  gave  his  orders  accordingly,  which  they  obeyed  with  evi- 
dent rrhiptnnf'e,  descending  the  stairs  after  me  with  the  greatest  rm- 
tiou  aiid  iimuliiy.  Their  feet  had  scarcely  touched  the  floor,  however, 
when  their  fears  gave  place  to  surprise  and  admiration,  at  the  great 
Audverof  riiiniof  muskets,  bright  brtee'lMfff^ed  pistols,  and  glittering 
catlasses,  which  decorated  almost  every  part  m  the  edbin.  Th^ 
covered  their  dazzled  eyes  with  their  hands,  and  exclaimed  Rett —  • 
SiHfcr  1  which  M'as  instTritly  echoed  by  their  companions  on  deck.  I 
then  showed  them  a  mirror,  which  at  first  struck  ihcm  with  terror; 
60  that  for  some  minutes  they  seemed  bewildered  with  abionish- 
ment,  gazing  altemataly  at  eich  odieri  and  at  the  image  ift  the  glass : 
bnt  as  soon  as  they  recognised  their  own  ebony  featnies,  they  embraeed 
oaeh  other,  made  the  most  ridiookMia  giimaeea,langhed  iaumninately, 

and  shouted  with  joy. 

Nero,  on  hparing  this,  could  no  longer  rosi^t  his  own  desire  and  their 
sobcitaiions  lor  him  to  descend,  and  with  one  leap  he  was  in  the  cabin ; 
on  looking  around  which,  lus  exclamations  of  surprise  and  pleasufo 
aorpaaaed  all  bonnds.  Indoed*  they  all  looked  aaid  aeted  like  wild, 
framiie  ebildren,  aldmngh  moco  dwn  one  of  them  bote  at idsnt  matfca 
of  old  age. 

On  om  rrtnrnin!:  to  the  deck,  we  found  several  more  mrnc^  rtlonc- 
&ide,  witii  nauveb  equally  dark  and  naked,  tVom  the  oliitr  who 
appeared  incredulous  to  the  marvellous  stories  which  tiieii  iriends  on 
board  were  telling  them ;  bm  they  were  soon  oonvinced,  by  ocular 
demonatmioii,  that  ^the  half  waa  noi  told**  them.  They  were  then 
ahown  the  cook's  house,  and  oiered  soaM  bread  and  meat,  b«i  da- 
clincd  tastmg  it,  with  aa  eatpftaaion  of  some  feeling  analogooa  to 

loathing. 

The  guns  next  excited  ihe  atteniioti  of  the  sahle  ( liief,  who  ex- 
pressed great  solicitude  to  know  theu^  nature  and  use ;  but  it  was 
ndther  convenient  nor  polide  at  that  time  to  gftMy  Ida  oorioaiiy  on 
this  aobjeet.  I  took  a  Uttle  powder,  however,  and  flashed  it  befois 
them  on  the  deck,  which  so  t«rrtfied  them  that  they  fell  flat  on  their 
faces.  On  tlndin?  themselve*^  tmhnrt,  they  soon  recovered  their  feel 
and  their  cd:i!|m  .sure,  and  intimated  that  I  mu^i  ponsesn  the  jiower 
of  making  tlmnder  and  lightning,  which  sometimes  terrified  them  in 
tkeclondsb 

Whan  Umir  cwMiy  had  at  tengdi  baeome  aowowhm  giitiM»  and 
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the  ardour  of  cxeitcment  liad  subsided,  I  distributed  a  few  presents  to 
Nero  and  his  principal  aitcndaut^,  for  which  they  expressed  uo  little 
gratitude.  Nero  scorned  to  be  uuidone  in  acts  of  civility,  and  there- 
fort  seut  off  the  canoes  iounediately  ashore,  which  soon  returned^ 
loaded  with  coeoaaatt  and  othar  fruits,  which  he  begged  me  to  accept. 
I  then,  at  his  requeeti  accompanied  him  on  shore,  in  his  o\m  caiioe» 
while  Mr.  Wallace  followed  me  in  the  ADtarciic*8  boat,  well  maimed 
^id  armed. 

Oil  reaching  the  island,  Nero  cuaducled  us  to  iii.^  iiou'^e,  as  we  then 
uudei'Stood  it  to  be,  which  was  only  distinguished  from  liic  uiiicrs  by 
it»  BUfMrior  size  and  capaeky.  Hera  we  partook  of  rafredimem8» 
consisting  of  varions  torts  of  fruits  and  fisOi  which  wc  ioond  werv 
palatable.  AVe  were  seated  on  mats,  with  wUeh  the  floor  was  covered, 
while  the  rest  of  the  diiofs,  with  some  very  preity  women,  almost 
entirely  naked,  with  iiifau!^  in  their  rjrni'^,  luruied  a  circle  around 
us;  but  the  centre  point  of  aiiraciiou  was  evidently  myself,  they, 

00  doubt,  considering  me  as  the  chief  of  some  mighty  tribe  of  a  dis- 
iftttt  island. 

Having  finished  our  repast,  I  presented  the  queen  widia  pairof  sds- 

sors,  a  small  knife,  and  a  few  beads,  which  her  majesty  most  gra- 
ptoiislv  dfignnd  to  accept,  and  appeared  to  be  in  an  ecstasy  of  delij^ht, 
fspcciaily  wiiii  the  scissors,  of  which  I  quickly  taught  her  the  u.-ic. 
The  knife  and  the  scissors  excited  universal  admiration,  which  was 
quite  natural  in  a  group  of  beings  who  had  never  before  seen  a  piece 
of  iron  or  steelt  aim  whose  best  tools  were  made  of  a  shell  or  apiece 
of  stone. 

The  sensation  wisich  iliese  treasures  produced  having  somewhat 
sub*iided,  their  cuno!siiv  was  again  directed  to  iny  jjoodly  person.  No 
one,  however,  with  the  exception  of  Kiiig  Nero  laaiseLl,  ventured  lo 
touch  me ;  and  he  perfimned  the  feat  with  as  much  tremulous  eautiofi 
.  as  the  novice  evinces  when  for  the  irst  time  he  applies  a  lighted  match 
to  the  priming  of  a  cannon.  Having  satisfied  himself  that  I  was  con- 
structed of  bones  and  fiesh,  like  his  own  rare,  and  that  the  wliiit- j>  i!fii 
could  not  be  rubbed  olT  mv  ebony  skin,  he  turned  to  his  chic  Is  and 
counsellors  in  great  astonishmeiUi  auil  harangued  iheiii  at  some  length, 
im  so  wonderful  a  phenomenon.  The  whole  company  listened  to  him 
with  less  reverence  than  amaaement*— remaining  motionless  as  sUtues» 
with  straining  eyes  and  gaping  mouths. 

His  majesty  tlien  desired  mc  to  open  my  vest  and  shirt-bosom,  that 
he  lai^dit  try  the  same  lest  ou  lite  colour  of  my  body ;  but  tlic  result 
uuiy  increased  his  astonishment.  Every  one  of  the  men,  by  turns, 
now  approached,  and  satisfied  themselves  that  my  akin  was  neither  a 
while  well-lilted  garment,  nor  its  coloar  the  efifect  of  artificial  means. 
But  not  one  of  the  females  would  venture  to  touch  my  bosom,  and  I 
was  inclined  to  attribute  this  shyness  more  to  modesty  and  feminine 
delicacy,  than  to  personal  fear. 

When  ilicir  curiosity  had  been  sufiicienily  satisfied  in  this  particular, 

1  was  presented  by  the  feniiiies  with  several  neat  rows  of  shelU« 
which  they  look  off  their  necks,  arms,  and  legs,  and  put  tbem  on  mf 
ows.  Tom  ai»  tMfeoimeay  was  iminediately  copied  by  the  oUeihwIio 
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look  off  and  presented  their  feather  bonnets  or  chaplcts,  which  were 

very  ingeniously  put  together,  and  tas'efijlly  ornamented  with  red  cora!. 
From  some  of  the  young  girls  I  received  several  neatly-work^!  mats, 
which  they  gave  me  to  understand  were  int  ended  lornie  lo  sleep  on. 

By  this  time  our  party  had  increased  to  about  fotur  hundred  natives ; 
vhen  saddenlv,  to  my  great  .surprise,  a  song  was  stnick  u|>,  in  which 
diey  alt  joined  their  voices  i  old  and  youni^: — men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren. From  the  manner  and  gestures  of  tfie  vocalists,  this  was  evi- 
dently addressed  to  me,  and  intended  as  nn  r\  press  ion  of  gratitude  for 
the  presents  lliey  iiad  received.  Taking  ihia  lur  granted,  I  endeavoured 
by  appropriate  signs,  gestures,  bows,  and  smUes,  to  return  tny  thanks 
Ibr  tHe  compliment.  Politeness  is  a  universal  language,  and  is  in- 
atantly  comprehended  and  appreciated  by  every  class  of  people,  from 
As  courtly  Frenchman  to  the  poor  despised  Hottentot. 

At  the  close  of  this  concert  I  gave  Nero  to  understand  that  I  wished 
to  take  a  view  of  tlie  island,  rind  requesied  the  honourof  his  company, 
to  which  he  cheerfully  assented,  taking  M'ith  him  several  of  his  princi- 
pal  eonrtiers,  of  both  sexes.  Six  men,  their  chiefs  direetlon,  walked 
on  before  us  as  guides  and  pioneers.  I  was  unarmed,  aware  that  the 
best  security  for  my  personal  safety  was  the  implicit  confidence  I  placed 
in  my  conductors,  who  certaiidy  appeared  to  be  the  most  harmless,  in- 
nocent, and  inortensive  race  of  mortals  I  had  ever  met  with.  As  we 
proceeded  through  the  forest,  they  tried  ever}*  artifice  to  amuse  me, 
playing,  and  jumping,  and  rimning,  and  capering  about,  Uke  so  many 
chilcben,  just  let  hxise  fnmi  school.**  ; 
Ereijr  tluog  that  came  under  my  obsen'ation,  during  this  excursion, 
wore  t7;e  appearance  of  youth  and  freshness,  as  if  the  whole  island 
was  a  modern  creation.  All  tlie  trees  were  quite  yoim^,  and  most  of 
the  fruit  trees  had  been  recently  planted.  In  passinnr  through  the  woods 
I  saw  some  plants  bearing  a  profusion  oi  btauuiui  red  blossoms,  which 
Nero  informed  me  were  eolnvated  expressly  for  perMnal  ornanumts. 
Near  the  centre  of  the  island,  my  attention  was  arrested  hf  small  heaps 
of  coral,  piled  up  in  regular  rows,  with  only  footpaths  between  them, 
and  enclosed  with  a  kind  of  fence,  formed  by  pickets  or  stakes  drivea 
into  the  carih.  This,  Nero  informed  me,  was  their  royal  bur\'ing- 
ground,  and  the  piles  of  coral  were  the  tombs.  I\one  but  chiefs  and 
warriors  of  distmction  were  buried  here,  or  permitted  to  pass  withia 
dm  fence.  The  bodies  of  the  common  people  wefe  thrown  iMO  the 
eea.   A  coral  tomb^the  maw  of  shades  ! 

While  I  was  meditating  on  the  distinctions  of  worldly  rank,  which 
extend  thus  down  to  the  very  dust,"*  we  reached  the  south-west  point 
of  the  island,  where  I  selected  a  beautiful  spoi  lor  my  intended  pur- 
e;  which  was  lo  erect  a  suiuble  buiidmg  for  curing  buhe-de-Tner ; 

uiless  this  vatnable  prodoctioci  of  the  ocean  be  timMy  and  property 
mred^  it  is  good  for  nothing.  I  selected  this  spot  as  being  eonvenient 
to  our  anchorage,  and  at  the  same  time  surrounded  by  the  necessary 
fiiel,  of  an  excellent  quality.  I  had  contemplated  this  point  from  the 
Antarctic*8  deck,  and  my  principal  object  in  going  on  shore  was  lo  ia- 
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Bpect  it  more  closely,  and  ta  claim  pennifstoa  fiton  the  ehief  and  his 

TOimsellor.s  lo  prosrcuie  my  de^^ign. 

As  soon  n««  N>ro  wa«5  aM-  lu  comprehend  my  intentions  and  wishes, 
tie  not  only  i  eaUily  gruuied  my  request,  but  evenpronused  the  aasisiance 
of  his  people ;  and  it  wss  agreed  that  the  woik  shotdd  be  eommcnced 
fm  the  following  moming.  This  anangenMni  being  completed,  and 
mutually  tmderstood,  we  returned  to  the  village  by  a  nearer  loute  than 
the  former ;  and  at  about  7,  P.  M.,  I  parted  from  my  supposed  friends, 
trhohad  accompanied  mc  to  the  boat,  wliere  my  return  was  anxiously 
wailed  for.  Betbre  we  shoved  ofl,  however,  Nero  sent  us  some  more 
cocoanuts,  plantains,  bananas,  rutt-steller,  and  several  iine  fish  of  a 
very  good  size.  We  now  took  our  leavet  shovsd  off,  and  were  soon 
on  board  tlie  Antarctic. 

Here  I  found  Mr.  Johnson,  the  fir&t  officer, — Mr.  Hunt  lirtving  left  us 
at  Manilhi,  and  returned  to  America,  on  account  of  his  heahh, — who 
had  just  relumed  from  examining  the  north  part  of  the  reef,  which  lie 
found  covered  with  the  bklie-de-mer,  of  a  very  large  size,  and  in  shaU 
low  water.  He  also  bronght  with  him  soreral  pearl-oystets ;  but  on  open* 
ing  them  we  found  bm  a  few       small  pearls,  of  bat  iiltle  or  no  value. 

We  now  tomed-to  and  got  the  boarding-nettings  up,  set  quarter- 
v  atches,  and  retired  to  rest ;  congratulating  ourselves  and  each  other 
on  ihc  valuable  discovery  of  the??e  isl  uids  with  their  incxhaustiblp  rtcli 
productions,  and  die  fneuUly  disposiiiuu  oT  ilie  natives,  of  whoiic  per- 
sonal appearance  I  shall  now  attempt  to  give  a  brief  deacriptkm. 
^  Tlie  nwD,  in  height,  are  generally  about  six  feet,  and  well  propor* 
tioned,  with  straight  bodies  and  full  chests ;  being  strong,  muscular, 
stout,  and  somewlia?  ponly,  but  cxtreinely  active.  Their  limbs  are  well 
moulded  ;  and,  like  most  islanders  of  the  Pacific,  their  Innds  and  feet 
are  small  in  proportion  to  other  parts  of  the  body,  'l  iieir  heads  are 
handsomely  shaped,  very  diflerent  from  an  African's.  The  skin  of  both 
sexes  is  very  soft  and  delicate  to  the  toneh,  and  not  quite  so  dark  in 
complezioti  as  that  of  the  Madagascar  natives.  Their  hair  is  nod* 
erately  crisped,  but  soft  and  silky,  and  much  longer  than  that  of  an 
African.  Their  eyes  are  large,  black,  lively,  and  brilliant,  beaming  be- 
neath a  prominent  forehead,  which  is  naturally  smooth  and  well  pro- 
porliuued.  Theur  nose  \h  fuiely  shaped  i  and  so  are  the  lips,  being 
moderately  thick,  and  just  parted  enough  to  display  two  rows  of  ivoiy'^ 
sound,  even,  and  beautiluUy  set,  in  what  mig^  essUv  be  mistaken  for 
red  coral  from  their  own  reef.  Tb*^  rxprc>fsion  of  thrir  cnnTitenance, 
l!0\»  ever,  when  not  sofic-iu'd  b}  pleasure,  or  {li«>tortf(l  l>y  nurth,  is  ex- 
iit'iiiely  savatTc  and  frroi  ious,  combined  wuh  an  mdio^iUua  of  firmness 
and  resoluiiou.  I'iiey  are  exiravagantlv  tattooed  about  tlie  limbs,  chest, 
ahouldan,  ud  face;  often  in  a  most  uightfal  manner,  whidi  mereaseo 
the  expresaion  of  ferocity  to  hideousness. 

The  women  are  nearly  as  large  as  the  men,  have  the  same  dark  com- 
plexion, and  are  equally  well  formed ;  whh  straight  backs,  exiibe rant 
rh?»st«5,  slender  wai'-ts.  and  narrow  hips.  Their  limbs  are  beautifully 
proportioned,  and  tlie  furmatiou  of  the  head  u  very  much  like  that  of 
our  fonrth-blooded  mulattoes.  They  have  large  Mack  eyes,  smsll  round 
fwgs,  slendcf  necksi  iHd  tiyisiie  tecth^of  the  powst  whinni. 
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WiUi  respect  to  dress  but  lilile  can  be  saiU.  Some  of  ihem  wear 
tappers,  luade  of  Uie  iiiuer  bark  of  the  cocoa»ut-Lrc&,  wiiicii  ib  iicd  round 
tbek  loias  libs  u  apron,  and  mcliea  aboat  half-way  down  to  the  Iuims. 
Bui  tha  moat  of  thaaa»  of  both  seiaa,  go  entirely  naked,  if  we  ezoapt 
their  omaaieat8»  idiich  constat  of  gaudy  feathers,  shells,  boQfs,  teeth 
©f  fish,  &c.,  with  which  they  ornament  their  hends,  ears,  noses,  necks^ 
arms,  wrists,  loins,  thighs,  U  vs,  and  ankles.  The  cliiefs  arc  distin- 
guished by  chaplelfi  of  red  Icailicrs,  w  hich  encircle  their  brows,  and 
vave  gracefully  iu  tlie  breese.  This  head(liaaa>  whan  invavtedf  and 
addled  to  tha  loins*  bacooMa  a  vety  taataftd  tappar,  or  covariog  Ibr 
tfaoaa  parti  which  natura  haa  shown  a  desire  to  conceal,  ever  ainco 
the  first  tapper  of  fig-leaves  was  sewed  in  tlin  (l  u  Jin  of  Eden. 

T^uniiL'  iiiv  visit  on  shore,  1  saw  enough  of  iheir  war  iinpleraenla  to 
convince  me  thai  they  would  be,  in  case  of  bostiUties,  very  formidable 
eneaiies.  These  consist  of  bows,  arrows,  spears,  war-clubs,  and  battle- 
axea.  Tha  bowa  aro  about  a^faft  Icet  in  length,  being  made  of  tha 
outer  part  of  the  cocoannUtrea ;  they  are  light,  strong,  and  very  elaalie* 
The  inner  bark  of  the  same  tree  furnishes  the  bowstrings.  The  arrows 
are  made  of  a  small  reed  thut  grows  in  :dniiK!a!ire  on  one  of  the  islands  i 
it  being  very  straight,  and  about  the  thitkness  of  a  lady's  ring-finger. 
These  f«ilal  shafts  are  about  hve  feel  iu  lengtli,  and  pointed  with  hard 
«ood> 

Thaif  Bpaara  are  made  of  tha  aatta  matcfial  as  their  bows,  and  are 
about  aijtleen  feet  in  length,  handsomely  tapered  off  to  a  point  at  each 
end,  elegantly  carved  in  the  ceTure,  and  fiiiiMhed  and  pohshed  with  so 
much  care  and  taste,  that  ihey  have  the  appearance  of  blat  k  Ll;ony, 
Their  war-clubs  are  also  made  of  the  same  matcriai ;  and  are  lour 
Ibet  inleDgih,  with  a  flat  blade  at  one  eod^  five  inehea  wide,  and  sharp 
edfea*  Theotherend,whichiathahaDdleib  neatly  roond,  and  just  large 
enough  to  il  the  hand.  Tha  extremity  of  this  end  is  a  round  ball  or 
knob,  corresponding  to  the  pommel  of  a  sword,  on  which  are  rnrvcf! 
the  head,  taire,  and  Icalures  of  a  ferocious  negro.  Their  Ija/Jc-^ixcs 
are  about  eigliteen  inches  long,  with  one  end  just  large  enough  to  grasp 
oonveniently  in  the  hand ;  while  on  the  other  end  they  have  a  carved 
bead,  the  aiie  of  a  eoooanat-ahdl,  representing  the  refoeiona  aspect 
of  a  tattooad  warrior,  painted  for  the  tetde. 

The  canoes  of  these  islanders  arc  constructed  of  a  sohd  log,  about 
twenty  fecf  in  length,  two  feet  wide,  and  about  two  feet  in  depth.  They 
are  made  oi  a  verv  liglu  buoyant  wood,  sonifilung  like  the  cabbape- 
tree.  Thcu*  paddies  are  four  feet  long,  and  sul  inches  wide  ui  the 
bUde;  benigaMdeof  the  aame  kind  of  wood  aa  the  battle-axes,  which 
resembles  our  live  oak. 

JSuch  is  a  brief  description  of  the  people  (and  their  means  of  an> 
no\  ing  intruders)  among  which  we  had  now  fallen,  and  who^e 
chief  I  liad  cnlere<l  into  a  sort  of  treaty  of  amity  in  commerce,  with 
the  utmost  good  faith  on  my  part.  How  weii  this  implied  contract  waa 
folfiUed  on  tha  part  of  hia  aable  majesty  yet  remains  to  be  sceu. 

In  eoneinding  tbia  ebaplar,  il  may  not  be  nnproper  to  give  theteadar 
m  il—rer  idea  of  an  article  of  eoounerce  which  is  destined  to  make  n 
oenaidarable  ^gme  in  thia  nanatif  ei  and  which  baa  alreacty  bacft  ft^ 
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(joeatly  mentioned — I  mean  hirhr-flp-mer.  The  Icnrncd  and  scientific 
Doctor  Pasciilis.  aAf^r  I  returned  Iromthis  my  fourth  voyage,  wrote  an 
article  for  tbt;  public  papers,  iu  wliich  he  describes  it  in  the  foUowing 
words  :— 

•^Itkthat  MoiZMm  fitmi  the  Indun  ScM  whMh  it  known  m^on- 

Bieree  bj  the  French  name  bcmdk  6e  wter  (a  nice  morsel  freai  llie  eea). 

If  I  am  not  much  mistaken,  tlie  celebrated  Cuvier  calb  it  gasternpeda 
pulmonifcra.  It  is  abundantly  feathered  in  ilic  roasts  of  the  Pacific 
Islands,  and  gathered  especially  ior  the  Chines*  inwikfi,  where  it  com- 
luaudji  a  great  price,  perhaps  as  mueii  as  iheir  much-uliied-of  *■  edible 
birds*  nests,*  wbidi  urn  piobaUy  nede  tm  of  «fae  gilniuM  Mtnr 
pcked  ap  by  a  ipeciee  of  ewaljow  fiom  me  hoif  of  tbeee  miihieen. 
They  hare  no  shell,  no  lege,  nor  aay  piominent  pert,  except  en  ^ktwfk 
nnd  an  er^retori/j  opposite  org^ans  :  but  by  their  clastic  ring^s,  like 
catcrpilhif^i  or  worms,  ihcy  creep  in  shallow  waters;  in  whirh,  when 
lo^^',  ihcy  can  be  &cen  by  a  kind  of  swallow,  tlie  sharp  bill  of  which, 
inserted  in  the  soft  animal,  draws  a  gunm^  and  fiUmentous  sobstanoe, 
which,  by  drying,  can  be  wroiight  into  ttie  aeUd  veUe  of  tWr  MM. 
Hence  the  name  of  gasUropeda  pvlmonijeray 

This  raollusca  is  oblong,  and  of  difl'creni  sizes,  from  three  to  eighteen 
mches  in  ktinrth  ;  and  1  have  seen  a  few  that  were  not  less  than  two  feet 

.  long.  They  arc  nearly  rouml,  a  little  flaitish  on  one  «5ide,  which  lies 
next  the  ground,  or  boiiuui  ui  die  sea ;  and  they  arc  iioiu  one  mck  to 
eight  bi^ee  thick.  Tiiey  enwl  up  into  eiuttow  wMr  ni  piliujei. 
seasons  of  the  year,  probably  for  the  purpose  of  gnAumgt  at  «e  oAm  ' 
find  them  in  pairs.  It  is  when  the  eon  has  the  most  power  upoa  Ae 
water,  rendering  it  tepid,  that  they  approach  tl.r  ^hor^  ;  and  often  into 

.  places  so  shallow,  that  on  llie  tide's  receding  ilir y  nie  k  li  tlrv  on  the 
coral  reef,  exposed  to  Uic  heat  ot  the  sim.  But  diey  do  nut  bring  forth 
their  yoang  in  shallow  water,  as  we  never  see  an^  of  their  progeny ; 
and  the  (ufi-grown  onee  are  ^waye  eeen  coaoi^  m  torn  deep  witeg. 
Tbey  fted  principally  on  that  daaa  of  loopbylee  wiiioh  pcowoo  ibt 
c©ral. 

The  hiclir-dr-mer  is  generally  taken  in  three  or  foiur  feet  watw; 
after  whir)!  they  Jixc  taken  to  the  shore,  where  they  are  spUt  at  one 
end  with  u  knife,  the  incibioa  being  one  incli  ui  more,  according  to  the 
eize  of  the  niollu8ca«  Through  thia  opening  the  entnab  em  fiMoed 
oat  by  pressure,  and  they  are  nmch  like  those  of  any  other  small 
tenant  of  the  deep.  Tlie  article  is  then  washed,  and  aAerward  boiled 
to  a  eertnin  dcfrree,  which  ni'r  ♦  not  be  too  much  nor  too  little.  They 
are  then  buried  iu  the  groiuid  ibr  four  hours ;  then  boilod  again  fur  a 
short  unie,  after  which  ihcy  are  diied,  either  by  the  fire  or  tiie  dun. 
Thoee  enred  by  the  sun  are  worth  the  most ;  but  where  one  picul 
(133^  lb.)  can  be  cured  that  way,  I  can  cure  thirty  picul  by  the 
fire.  When  once  properly  cured,  they  can  be  kept,  in  a  dry  place,  fer 
two  or  three  years,  without  any  risk;  but  they  sliould  he  rxamincd 
once  in  every  few  months,  say  four  times  a  year,  to  sec  il  any  damp- 
ness is  likely  to  alfc(  t  them.  A  picul,  according  to  the  Chinese 
Wttght,  is  133^  lb.  avoirdupois. 

no  Ghineee,  at  before  euted,  cooikler  UcAe-d^-eitr  t  very  great 
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luxury ;  believing  that  it  wouderfuHy  strengthens  and  nourishes  thd 
system,  and  renews  the  exhausted  vigour  of  the  immodwile  volop* 
toary.  The  fiiMqiiafityeoMaiidtnli^lhpiktiiiCtelOB,  being 

ninety  dollars  a  picul;  the  second  quality,  seventy-five  dollars;  tlw 
third,  fifty  dollars ;  the  fourth,  thirty  dollars  ;  the  fifth,  twenty  dollars  ;  • 
the  sixth,  twelve  dollar'?  ;  the  seventh,  eight  dollars  ;  and  the  ejghth 
quality  only  four  dolhirs  per  picul*    i^maJi  cargoes,  however,  will  olteii 
bring  more  in  Manilla,  Singapore,  and  Batavia. 

Am  thm  it  in  evident  amnitf  between  the  two  aitides,  Ihis  may 
Ml  be  an  ini|woper  place  to  aay  aomething  of  tbe  edible  bird^  nests}* 
abeady  mentioned  more  than  once  in  the  course  of  this  narrative. 
The  birds  which  construct  thc^p  nesls  are  a  species  of  swallow,  rc- 
semblinor,  in  many  respects,  the  hunk  or  clifT-swallows  of  our  own  soa- 
coaat,  winch  build  their  nests  in  tiie  yellow  loamy  precipices  that  sur-  V 
mDd  all  die  New-England  baye.  The  edible4ieat  bulder  is  anaHt 
between  three  and  four  inches  Iong«  havmg  a  white  breast,  and  n  whittt 
spot  on  each  tail-feather.  This  bird  collects  a  white  glutinous  sub* 
stance  from  the  sun-fish,  bichc-dr-mrr,  <fec.,  which  are  left  hv  tlift 
receding  tides  on  some  parts  of  the  roral-reefs,  at  the  last  of  the  ebb; 
and  oi  this  they  form  their  nests,  m  the  cleits  and  crevices  of  rocks» 
In  the  moai  htaeceaiible  plaeea  which  they  can  find.  0d  diat  the  nn* 
liTea  9i  theae  ialanda  of  the  Padlie  Oeean,  who  make  h  a  bnaineBa  to 
bimt  for  theae  neats  for  die  Chinese  market,  are  Bometiaea  obliged  lo 

tJive  into  the  water,  in  order  to  enter  the  snhmanne  monUiS  of  Cavenut 
where  this  sagacious  bird  has  chosen  lier  resideiK  e. 

These  nests  are 'attached  close  to  the  rock,  which  serves  for  one 
side ;  or,  when  built  in  an  angle,  two  sides  of  the  curious  fabric 
Ifhen  finished,  and  soffieiendf  haidened  tn  the  sun»  the  conning  litde 
aurchitect  moves  into  her  habitation,  and  jptepaies  for  the  prodnction  of 
a  family.  She  generally  lays  three  or  lour  eggs,  which  are  about  the 
size  of  a  robin's  errrr,  but  the  shell  is  perfectly  white.  The  nest,  whea 
taken  from  the  rock,  has  the  capacity  of  a  quarter  of  an  orange-pceI» 
taken  iroiu  iruit  ul  the  largest  size,    li  is  generally  white,  like  isin- 

Slass;  and  when  collected  by  the  natives  of  the  Soolooi  Celebes^  . 
lew-Guinea,  or  die  idwds  m  die  vicinity,  they  are  packed,  like  tea* 
cope,  one  widun  the  other,  ht  bunches  of  two  or  three  pounds  each. 
A  sint^de  nest  weighs  about  two  or  three  ounces.  1  have  often  eaten  of 
the  soups  winch  are  made  of  these  nests,  and  have  Ibund  them  pos« 
seseing  a  very  agreeable  aromatic  flavour. 
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CHAPTER  Vt 

MasMcre  liland* — rommenc*  building  n  Hon«<» — A  Ganlen  pUnt<><? — Friendtliip 
of  Homeen,  ihe  Island  Chief — Friendly  liispofiitioa  of  the  Naiivei — Precao- 
tMM  a^aiMt  Surprue — Symptoms  of  nnfidy,  Duplicity,  and  DissamnlstiBii 
Dmwn  into  an  Arobuacode — Disarm  n  ITogt — Amity  riul  ronfidence  rcRtorcd — 
Specious  but  hollow  Profossions  of  Uood-will — The  Alami — The  Massacre— 
llM  BtlHs-  The  Reecqe  CamiiUlisn»^l)spiowMe  SiCiisdoa  of  tht  Sonrhtn 
_8dl  to  t)M  Istandi— Anive  at  ManilU. 

Early  in  the  nioriuiig  ol  Wednesday,  the  26iii  oi  May,  we  landed 
twenty -live  men  on  the  point  I  had  selected  the  previous  evening,  a« 
aMDtioiMd  in  tfai  last  chapter.  Each  man  having  an  aia,  weU  aSai^ 
md  for  the  pmpoaeilhey  immediately  cofnmenced  cutting  down  tiM8» 
and  clearing  away  the  grotiDd  directly  abreast  of  the  Antarctic,  and 
riose  to  the  cdtre  of  the  beach.  With  such  ardour  and  alacrity  did 
iliey  pursue  their  labours,  that  by  si\  oVlock,  P.  M.,  the  |?roimd  was 
not  only  prepared  for  the  site  of  a  build utg  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
in  length,  fifty  feet  in  width,  and  forty  feet  high,  but  a  eonaiderable  part 
of  the  frame  of  the  projected  ediliee  waa  amally  got  out  in  the  aame 
tune.  This  dny*8  work  appeared  to  deligfat  the  naiim  venr  much ; 
but  the  rapidity  with  which  the  trees  were  felled  by  the  ctew  eleetrifiad 
them  with  astoni-^hment. 

•  In  the  afternoon  !  selected  some  seeds  of  ditrereni  kinds,  such  as  I 
thought  would  prove  congeiiiai  lo  the  climnie  and  soil  of  these  islandSf 

tad  went  en  ahm  for  die  purjpose  of  planting  them.  Attended  bjr  om 
of  die  crew,  I  earelully  exammed  the  ground  in  sereral  places  nea* 
the  centre  of  the  island,  and  finaUy  made  efaoiee  of  n  bcnaiifnl  spot 

which  seemed  ndmirnbly  fitted  for  a  garden.  Here  we  went  to  \rork 
Avith  our  spades,  and  soon  turned  up  a  suftlcient  extent  of  rich  mellow 
soil  tor  our  purpose,  imndreds  of  the  natives  ail  the  while  lookm^  on 
with  intense  curiosity  and  amazement.  I  could  not,  for  some  tunct 
make  diem  fully  comprehend  the  nature  and  purpose  of  our  operatioBS  | 
whieh  diey  continued  to  contem]date  in  doubtful  swrpnae,  untO  thcv 
sRw  me  put  the  seeds  mto  the  ground,  when  the  tnidi  seemed  to  flam 
at  once  upon  their  minds. 

A  tall,  ««1ender,  well-buiit  man  now  stepped  up  to  mc  and  gave  me 
hm  hand,  with  an  expression  of  approbauon  and  gratitude ;  giving  me 
to  underMand  dmt  he  now  comprehended  die  object  of  my  hiihen^ 
myateriotts  proceedings,  and  diat  he  approfed  of  itwy  hi^ly.  Thm 
eeimtenance  of  this  man  waa  e]qiressive  of  deep  penetration  and  great 
deci«?!on  of  character.  His  name  was  tJenneen  ;  and  he  wa?,  as  I 
subsequently  di^rov  tied,  ihe  chief  of  this  island :  King  ISero,  the 
monarch  of  the  whole  group,  merely  bein^  here  on  a  visit  from  the 
largest  island  in  his  dominions,  lymg  about  seven  miles  to  tlw  SOUth^ 

an  whidi  he  leaided. 
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Eacouragcd  by  the  approiiation  of  Hcnneen  and  his  people,  I  now 
vent  on,  and  planted  potatoes,  yama,  pumpkins,  oranges,  apples,  pears, 
peaches,  plums,  onions,  cabbages,  beets,  carrots,  parsnips,  aitienoketi 
beans,  peaae,  watenneloiit,  and  muskmelons.  While  we  were  plant- 
ing the  seede  of  these  vegetables  and  fruits,  I  told  Hcnneen  that  tliere 
must  be  a  fence  nromifl  thnn,  to  prevent  their  being  trampled  upon  and 
tiestroyed.  He  immediaicly  set  his  men  to  work,  ami  belore  night 
the  little  garden  was  all  planted  and  fenced.  I  then  tuld  Aero  and 
Heuneen  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  moom  tliey  might  expeoi  io  find 
sirariet7  of  ecMUe  pfoductiona  in  this  yotmg  pbottaaion;  and  in  two 
or  three  yean  n  number  of  trees  bearing  ^olesome  and  delicious 
fruits.  Henneen  explained  this  to  ilie  natives,  and  waa  answered  by 
a  loud  and  genrral  shout  of  approbation  and  ^oy. 

This  was  foilowcd  by  a  speech  from  Kmg  Nero,  in  which  his 
anajebiy  assured  his  chiefs  and  aui^jecta  that  I  was  taking  all  this 
tMoUeand  paiaa  for  their  genernl  good,fiwn  gennrana  and  dianitar' 
flBtad  motives.  At  the  conclusion  of  this  address  the  whole  welkin 
rang  with  thcW  joyous  ahouls.  When  this  clamour  Iiad  subsided,  I 
made  Nero  and  Henueen  understanii  iluit  this  garden  was  intended  for 
them ;  and  thai  in  due  tune  it  would  turnish  iiccds  enougii  for  all  his 
people,  on  every  island.  By  this  mark  of  reaped  from  me  ihey  ap- 
paand  Intel  thanwelioa  highly  honawedi  anl  ywiaad  la  aae  thm 
ikM  gnden  waa  edinnd  with  great  care. 

These  arrangements  and  operations  being  completed,  we  proceeded 
in  a  body  towards  the  viHai^e,  taking  a  route  round  the  sonrli  end  of 
the  island,  where  I  rould  not  help  pausing  a  while  to  toiiiemplaie  ihe 
ceaseless  but  unavailing  warfare  which  ocean  wages  agamjit  the 
coEal  bohvaika  that  proteot  thaao  lovriy  ialaada.  I  gazed  upon  the 
faaming  hmkeia  wim  nMn|led  aenaationa  of  aateniahMit  and  nwa, 
wad  aflendf  adored  diat  Beug  who  gave  to  the  smalleat  inaeets  the 
power  to  perfor?n  such  wonderful  miracles !  It  is  true  that  the 
xniglity  ocPrtn  may  tear  uNvay  mouinains  from  tlieir  foundatioQis  of  ada- 
mant; it  may  mguli  cities  in  irretrievable  ruin  ;  dash  fleets  of  shippmg 
to  atoms,  and  destroy  all  Hiq  feeble  operatituis  of  man,  the  proud  self* 
ntyl^  lord  of  the  creation;  and  yet  here  it  ezeite  ita  foroe  in  vain 
ngamat  the  works  of  tiny  animale,  acareely  perceptible  to  the  naked 
eye.  Neptone  aees  his  domains  thus  continually  intruded  upon  in  a 
thousand,  nay  a  million  diffen^nt  directions,  and  storms,  and  frets,  and 
fumes,  and  wages  eteniril  war  aoainst  the  intnider*.  But  how  impo- 
tent ins  wrath !  The  htiie  labourers  still  go  on,  unnundtul  of  his  Irothy 
rage— new  ananntaina  of  eoiml  otiU  riae  iiwn  the  oosy  abyss,  and 
iHHLginatkm  awy  gaae  into  Aitnritf,  imtil  it  aeea  the  vast  Paeafie  can* 
Mted  mut  a  oeiMMient,  resting,  as  it  were,  on  a  base  of  coreL 

At  •5iinf!owTi  \ve  returned  to  the  vessel,  witli  all  our  labourers  of  the 
pomt ;  and  alter  partakmg  of  a  hearty  >\ipper,  with  'hat  best  o*  all 
sauces,  a  good  appetite,  we  set  our  watches',  and  all  furned-in  upon 
deck,  beneath  ilwe  awning,  which  extended  the  whole  length  of  ihe 
waaaaL  The  nigfato  here  are  Ter>'  boontifiil,  and  aore  faamraUe  ao 
hMiMi  than  those  of  amr  other  couatnr  naa  t  iMfo  oaar  vmml  on 
•Motnit  of  there  being  no  dewa  falling  here.  The  ewaa  «r  tUf  Mtf 
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abttn—  ttf  nocturnal  huaidily  I  eumot  pretend  to  assi^  covld 

here  sleep  quietly,  witlmnt  any  apprehensions  of  colds,  agues,  or  rheu- 
matisms, being  gently  i aimed  and  refreshed  by  the  pnssinir  breath  of 
the  south-east  irade-wmds ;  which,  not  bein^  inlerrupled  by  my  high 
ljuid  or  iidand,  blew  serenely  and  steadily  upon  us. 

Tht  vMnI  fnemakm  againvt  Miipdse  were  canlully  ede|ited  The 
•eniipels  weie  plaeed  es  on  the  preceding  jiight;  tbere  being  om  tarn 
on  each  bow,  one  in  each  waist,  and  one  OA  each  qaarter,  with  loaded 
muskets  by  them,  and  the  boarding-pikes  were  always  nt  hand  in  the 
racks.  The  arm-chest  was  amply  supplied  with  loaded  nui'sk(  ts,  pis- 
iQis,  and  cutlasses ;  and  every  mau  wan  provided  with  a  cartridge-box,. 
emimimg  tirenty-feiir  wum  ef  eaittidgee.  The  battle-lanterns 
MPS  ilwrny*  «i  fauid ;  the  laige  gam  aad  swtf els  were  knt  loaded 
will  grape  and  eaiiiet«MlMt»  aMr  the  nntcliet  rea«l^  lighledt  dqr 

Although  we  Qlceii  uu&led  our  hrfs  in  the  haiids  of  the  n;uives,  we 
were  always  careful  to  leave  noihnig  undone  or  imatteuded  to  which 
could  contribute,  in  the  snmlleai  degree,  to  tlie  safety  of  the  vessel. 
Tkb  «MM«k«ee  were  eereeDed  in  waA  a  naaner  as  ui  be  coaipleiely 
amnr-pioof ;  ea  tliai  ekauld  the  naitees  ever  obtain  command  of  the 
deck,  one  man  in  each  top  woiikl  soon  r dear  it  witli  the  swivel,  which 
wn«;  always  stationed  there,  loaded  with  caiiisit  rs  of  musket-balls  :mi\ 
buck-sliot,  with  lighted  matches  in  Uie  covered  match-tubs,  and  [tro- 
tected  from  the  rain.  There  was  also  aaarmpchest  in  each  top,  witii 
two  bhmdeitaaea  in  eacfa^  wiucfa  were  alwaya  loaded  wiik  No*  1 
buck-shot.  The  top-chests  were  well  supplied  witb  ananmiitioB»  tbeie 
being  sufficient  for  Ave  hundred  rounds,  completely  sheltered  from  the 
weather.  Thus,  we  felt  perfectly  at  ease  with  rr«!prrt  to  ^hr  snfrty  of 
the  vessel ;  to  which  erery  man  had  become  so  mwh  attaelu d.  that  ho 
would  readily  sacrilice  his  life  in  defence  of  the  &aucy  Antarctic/*  as 
rhiBj  fondly  called  her. 

Mam  STiJU- On  thoMIowiDg  day,  Tfamadayt  Uie  $7ti^  wo  took  a& 
oaiiy  braaklaat,  and  at  fivct  A.  M.,  landed  twenty^eighl  men,  with  tho 
armorer  and  his  forge.  The  crew  immediately  addressed  themselves 
to  their  several  duticfi,  while  the  annerer  peeeeeded  to  set  up  his  forge, 
which  was  soon  ready  for  nse. 

In  the  mean  lime  I  committed  the  command  of  the  vessel  to  Mr. 
Wallace,  the  traifing  officer,  and  aecompaniad  Hennoeii,  with  a  few  of 
Ina  party,  to  a  aault  uninhabited  ialaad»  abott  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
that  on  which  we  were  building  oiur  house.  This  little  island,  which 
is  not  morp  than  half  a  milf*  in  circuit,  is  thickly  covered  witli  liravy 
tunber  and  fruit  trees,  anionL'^  which  I  planted  in  various  places  pota* 
toes,  y^ms,  beans,  pease,  a|>plcs,  pears,  and  peaches ;  each  kii^  ia 
the  soil  which  I  considered  most  congenial  to  its  nature  awl  cumliwiro 
10  iiB  gruwili. 

At  about  ten  oVIock,  JLM^l  ntnnod  to  ike  island  on  which  my 

men  were  employed,  and  found  every  one  in  jrood  spirits,  and  hard  at 
work ;  assistcfl  Hv  abotit  one  hundred  natives,  who  wpre  mostly  busy 
in  making  thatch  of  cocoanut  leaves,  to  cover  the  root  of  the  building 
after  it  should  be  raised.   The  forge  now  being  ready  for  opefatien» 


« 
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«ht  omUy  «f  tba  gem  attnetcd  die  tttentMO  of  all  th«  tiaiiret,  wIm 

Stiid  with  amazement  on  ereiy  pwrt  of  the  a]»paratii8.  But  when 
<ne  bellows  began  to  pl'JV,  nnd  tho  coals  to  burnt  and^br  sptirks  of  fire 
to  fly  from  the  hc;itetl  iron,  tiie  inrn  and  women,  as  one  body,  lied  in 
tenor  from  the  spot.  UenneeQ  was  ihe  first  man  whom  we  eould  per* 
mdi  t0  ffomm.  We  aoon  eoBviaeed  him  of  the  unmaonaUMMaa  of 
fits  fiwft  ( «nd  10  proire  to  hiai  the  adrantages  of  the  forge,  the  amorer 
vmie  him  a  ttpail  haf]ioon,  in  about  five  minutes.  His  joy  at  this 
present  was  excessire ;  and  another,  a  little  larger,  was  inimeclmtely 
■made  for  the  kinsr,  while  the  other  chiefs  were  presented  with  some 
fiah-hooks.  In  short,  their  fneud^hip  seemed  to  increase  towanU  U9 
IB  the  aMne  proportioQ  as  anoeeaalve  amliiea  aneatei  their  aMaoliaa. 

The  natives  had  wnw  onee  mare  coUeded  around  the  farge,  hamng 
^tateed  their  grotmdieat  appraiwaioiii  of  danger.  Among  them 
^ras  an  elderly  man,  belonging  to  one  of  the  other  islands,  who  laid 
iiold  of  a  piece  of  flat  iron  bar,  about  eighteen  inclies  long,  and  made 
-off  with  it  without  any  ceremony.  Nero  immediately  sent  meu  after 
the  delinquent,  fimn  whom  ib^  took  the  pilfered  aftide  bjr  ftne. 
■Nodwig  daunted,  however,  the  old  man  returned  to  iko  hrgff  aqd 
•commenced  raving  against  those  who  pursued  him ;  and  on  seeing  • 
favourable  opportunity,  stole  another  piere,  of  about  the  same  size 
and  shape.  Four  of  his  companions,  ;ih>o,  who  had  accompanied 
him  back,  seized  on  some  ol  die  armorer'is  tooi&,  with  which  they 
mtdo  oC  The  fSmp  were  aooa  miaaed,  bowever*  and  tfaMi  Ihiofea 
were  mmaed  by  the  lalauders,  at  the  instaneeof  Henneeii,  and  ahortly 
-cvertSHceo..  Their  party,  by  this  time,  had  become  quite  attong',  and  « 
serious  ooofliet  enaved,  ia  wlucii  aer eiai  of  hoth  paitiea  were  aeveiely 
vounded. 

On  seeing  this,  I  thought  ii  my  duty  to  interfere,  and  endeavour  to 
«eitle  the  difficulty,  and  reetore  peace  between  die  two  parties  of  natives, 
before  their  Mood  ahoidd  become  ao  moeb  ebalbd  aa  to  raoder  atwh  « 
result  iaq»oaaibIe.  The  anaorer  left  his  forge  at  the  aaoM  moment 

40  witness  the  contest ;  and  thon^fi  absent  but  a  very  few  ininntcs, 
^le  found  it  on  hii>  return  stripped  ol  ahnost  ever}*  thing  portable.  All 
the  iron  and  nearly  all  the  tools  irad  been  stolen,  and  lie  knew  not 
by  nbom.  He  immediately  came  and  acquainted  me  with  the  theft, 
just  aa  I  bad  aneceeded*  widi  enreme  diffieoliy,  and  aone  huaid,  ia 
Tchtaring  peace  and  order  amonff  the  contending  mrtifea. 

Under  these  circumstances,  i  immediately  applied  to  Nero  and 
Henneen.  made  them  acfinniiited  with  the  vUlanoiis  fransactioii,  and 
nlebired  i]i:u  ilie  siuh'U  atuc-les  bhould  he  instantly  restored.  To  this 
Nero  readily  aj»i»euted ;  at  the  same  inne  flyiug  mto  a  viuieut  rage 

«ith  bia  avtiecta,  fbr  the  mamier  ia  wfaidi  tbiy  had  treated  lae.  Tho 
tfnoter  pan  of  the  atolen  arttolce  were  aoon  reeotered ;  and  Nan 

pointed  to  two  canoes  which  were  under  sail  at  some  distanee, 

ibound  to  ont  of  the  leeward  islands,  which  he  said  contained  the  r«- 
mainder  of  them,  and  ihn\  thev  sliould  be  sent  back  on  the  follow uig 
<iay.  He  accorduigly  despatched  another  canoe  in  chase  of  the  cul> 
pnis,  aad  finally  succeeded  in  laatoiii^  the  remainder  of  the  tbiifa 
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*  It  being  now  al>ou(  twelve  oVlock,  I  invited  Nero,  Henneen,  and  the 
ntt  of  ilie  priBMoil  eliielt  to  •eeom|»any  wm  on  boifdt  and  toko 
Mr  with  mo.  This  loviMlioii  wio  accepted  bf  att  but  Henneen,  who 
made  some  trifling  excuse.  T  nttnrhed  no  importance  to  this  circuin- 
stanrc,  Itowever,  and  we  went  on  board,  leaving  two  men  to  giiard 
the  forf^e  ami  take  care  of  the  tools.  On  reaching  the  vessers  side, 
Nero  and  \\v&  chiefs  were  handed  on  board,  and  enteriauied  witii  our 
Mai  eofiKalitjr.  They  now  went  to  all  imta  of  the  feaeel,  wiiheni 
t»eira3rinf  aof  i^tprifaensions  of  danger;  admiring  eaeh  eljaet  dwt 
eame  in  their  way,  and  evincing  a  great  desire  to  become  arnnaintdfl 
with  the  causes  and  principles  of  every  thin^. 

The  deck  guns,  being  large  bodirs  of  iron,  siill  cxciicd  a  preat  deal 
of  curiosity  in  them ;  and  Uicy  expressed  much  anxiety  to  iuQow  why 
they  were  faoUow.  loOnUnot  weueatiifrtfaamon  A»  aiAjeet  with* 
ont  diMhuging  one  of  the  pieeee ;  and  thia  I  eendnded  wmdd  ^am 
them  10  aneh  o  degree  as  to  cause  great  trouble  in  raganuog  their 
confidcncp.  It  wns  therefore  thought  best  to  let  them  remain  in  igno- 
rance on  this  particular  point.  A  prartical  illustration  of  the  myaltiy 
was  much  nearer  at  hand  than  either  party  anticipated. 

After  enjoying  a  hearty  dinner,  with  no  lack  of  courtesy  and  hos- 
pitality on  my  poft,  wo  all  retonied  to  the  eeeno  of  indnatry  en  the 
island.  The  moment  wo  landed*  I  was  Uifimned  that  another  theft  had 
been  committed  during  my  absence,  of  two  axes  and  a  hatchet ;  and 
that  there  wtis  incontrovertible  testimony  that  this  act  of  perfidy  had 
1>ecn  couiitenaiiced,  if  not  encouraged,  by  Henneen  himself.  I  there- 
fore applied  to  Nero ;  but  the  moment  1  met  bim,  I  plamiy  perceived 
that  there  wao  an  undentandinir  between  hnneelf  ana  the  treaehenmn 
chief.  I  neteitheleaa  very  eivuly  made  my  eomplaiDi»  and  reqneatedl 
the  atolen  aitidea  to  be  immediately  returned.  I^tead  of  any  aueai|it 
at  upoloijy  or  conciliation,  the  nepro  kingr  flew  into  a  violent  pa*- 
Bion,  and  gave  me  to  understand  that  he  shoiUd  take  no  farther  trouble 
about  the  matter.  I  then  turned  to  UenaeeOi  from  whom  I  received 
the  same  kind  of  answer. 

I  waa  now  eonvuieed  that  if  wo  anifined  thia  aet  of  perfidy  topaso 
unnoticed,  all  our  prospeeta  of  a  successful  voyage  at  theao  iaianda 
would  be  annihilated  at  once ;  T  therefore  determined  to  recover  tho 
things  if  possible ;  "  peaceably,  if  I  ronld — forcibly,  if  T  must."  In 
pursuance  of  this  resolution,  w  r  rrtiirncd  on  board  the  Ai:tarctic,  armed 
six  oi  the  crew,  besides  myself,  with  muskets,  pistols,  and  cutlasses  ;  ' 
and  then  pnOod  m  to  tho  bMdi,  fauMdintely  abieoet  of  the  village ; 
widi  tho  mil  determinatien,  etiher  to  reoover  tho  alelen  artieleav  or  t» 
secure  the  pemon  of  Henneen,  and  detain  hun  on  bowd  the  Aataniio^ 
as  a  hostage  or  secnrity  for  their  forthcoming. 

We  had  scarcely  landed,  when  we  Avere  met  on  the  beach  by  four 
lA  the  natives,  unarmed,  vrho  offered  to  conduct  me  to  the  village 
where  Heonem  resided,  whidi  was  beautifully  situated  in  the  centre 
of  %  groro  of  ceeeanat  and  tint  aiiPer  treee,  bf  a  nnjaatie  aini,  I 
neeepled  the  otfer,  and  we  Mowed  our  suides  to  the  village.  Bat 
what  was  our  astonishment,  on  emerging  from  the  thieket,  throooh  o 
narrow  poth»  into  the  akiita  of  ihofill^io  baheM,  iiiaiidij  infcnl 
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•£  tts,  two  huadred  savage  warriors,  conipUltlgf  amfil  villi  bows  and 
war-dubs,  aiid  ready  for  battUi !  thrir  faces  were  painted  red,  and  their 
head'^  fania-stically  oniampntf (I  \v\i\[  red  feathers  and  cocoanui  leaves. 
Bvrrv  v\  e  was  heui  upoti  our  iiiiie  band  vvUii  aii  expre&sioa  uf  deiu(>« 
mac  icruciiy ;  raiiigled»  as  I  thouj^t,  widi  a  sense  of  shame  and  coik> 
ttilieii  for  Iheir  perlUkMHi  tieachery.  When  ny  iodigwuit  eye  eiusowiK 
Mnd  tlmn^  a  consciousness  of  doing  wmog  was  betrayed  in  apita^ 
tbemselveSf  as  I  instantly  rfnfl  m  the  downcast  l(H)ks  of  their  savago 
eoutitennncrs.  T)iey  felt  lliat  they  were  iu  the  (!;:ibolff;i!  'n-t  of  rf^n- 
deruig  evii  for  good;  of  seeking  tiie  lU'e  of  ouc  vviu;>  fjuui  aiiea&iy 
freely  risked  it  to  do  them  service. 

teiMiaf  thbfimwiabUbwMLof  paiBttd  varum  witbtbnrWws 
■temg,  and  their  kft  Itei  thrown  forward,  as  i£  in  ilie  very  act  o£ 
^charging  their  arrows,  I  well  knew  that  tlicy  were  determined  oo 
"war.  On  tnrnins:  to  speak  to  niy  iiiilc  horoLc  baud  of  clioaen  rt)!!ow- 
crs,  I  found  that  nearly  an  equal  number  of  these  black  devils,  who 
had  been  concealed  on  eacli  side  of  our  path,  had  now  ri:>eu,  and 
«lMtd  htMoA  m  TIhb  w  W4»e  compmtmlf  mammM  by  nearly 
fonr  buiulfed  fcMCiBMa  canoibais,  who  wcra  determined  on  our  dcstnic* 
tion,  and  only  wailing  for  the  word  of  command  tn  riddle  n.s  u  iih  their 
arrows,  and  tlicn  to  rarve  us,  not  aft  a  4istk  lit  for  the  gods/'  hut  m 
carcasses  for  hounds. 

^i^i-fHmmmm  «ad  ftmmm  of  wM  antUiMd  u»  in  this  xrym^ 
hmst,  fkl  &  dMek  wbs  biaoehfldt  not  a  nanre  qiiiv8ied»  aiMf  oar 
link  band  of  karoes,  whose  eaolnaat  aad  aourage  kept  pace  with  tlia 
increasing  mai^niftiflo  of  the  emergency.  I  tnrnrd  and  addressed  a  few 
words  to  ihcm,  ud  ijHi'l  lo  the  occasion,  assurui;|  them  tlint  our  safety 
depended  solely  upon  couLuess  and  decision;  ilut  uoliiaiii;  but  a  des- 
perate stap  could  saTe  us  fxonk  destruction ;  and  exliorted  them  lo  put 
thaar  tniat  in  Haaiwii  and  pramptly  obey  every  ordaf  I  aboidd  give. 

I  now  threw  my  musket  on  tna  graoiid,  took  a  piaiol  in  my  ic^fbl 
hand,  an  !  my  cutlass  in  the  other,  and  ordered  two  of  my  men  lo 
follow  my  example.  I  (hen  <;ave  siicii  orders  as  I  deemed  requisite 
to  the  other  four,  and  proceeded  iu  my  plan  of  operations,  lii  the 
m^ui  tima  Uenneeii  was  m^dug  a  speech  to  his  band  of  warriors  ; 
bnt  I  waa  in  aaarch  of  highar  gania»  diligently  auTeying  the  whola 
circle  of  savages,  till  nx  eyea  at  langth  rested  on  Nero^thmr  kkgt  who 
had  stationed  lumself  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  rin^i.  Ilenneen  had 
now  eonrlnded  his  speech,  and  the  savaf^es  were  fixing  thair  aixowa 
to  their  bowstrings,  readv  for  a  ^eiieral  fli^iharge. 

W'itli  a  cool,  calm  audacity,  wiucii  reudeicd  these  savages  motioi^ 
late  with  amaaflmiml,  I  advatioad  to  their  aalanialiad  mnnarrhi  with 
my  pistol  presetted  to  hia  Kfffk  baeast ;  while  my  tmi  tnisiy  follow- 
ers, with  equal  deliberate  firmness,  took  their  stations  on  each  side  of 
his  majesty,  holdin2:  two  n^liiterinjT  cutlasses  suspended  over  lii.s  head, 
with  stnei  orders  to  sever  ii  Iruin  his  bodv,  the  moment  nu  :irrow  was 
tliiicharged  icoui  a  bow  at  eiiiier  of  oui  party,  iu  adopting  tlus  plan, 
Ihopod dwt  during  the oonMen  vhick  wenld  naoaaaari^  faUow  the 
daainef  the  lung^aonMof  one |paitymig)Upi9bably  effect  Mielr  aaaape. 
ISbii  d^Uaaie  ,acrfie#  «m  intiaaied  to  mr^  meavbn  I  haMLwaaU 
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tew  imk  Am  ft  duly,  hovpcver  dfaagr— ahlt  Thdr  riiwwi  wtn 
GsCMfe  8troBg  and  Heury  Wiley ;  the  fiMaMr  «f  Albany,  in  the  State 
mt  Mew-YoKk;  and  the  latter  of  ChftfUslowot  state  of  Mastachnsetlit 

heing  my  second  officer. 

Struck  with  horror  at  the  perilous  situation  of  their  monarch,  the 
savages  sudtknly  paused  ia  the  very  act  of  notching  tiicir  arrows, 
whieh  now  diopped  fim  the  slackened  bowstring,  and  lay  at  their 
fmti  oo  ths  gsoiinA  The  inoment  we  perceived  the  happy  efieet  of 
this  hasty  mssaurs^  sad  while  confusion  reigned  in  the  noks  of  these 
bloodthirsly  villains,  we  walked  around  the  circle  with  drawn  cutlasses, 
and  compelled  every  one  of  them  to  hiy  down  their  bows,  war-clubs,  <Lc., 
which  were  quickly  collected  into  one  heap,  by  my  other  brave  lads : 
viz.  John  Cowan,  Joseph  Hicks,  Gieorge  Cartw right,  and  Thomas 
Btriaei  This  kmmg  dane*  his  tsnifisd  majesty,  whose  nerres  had 
bestt  ae  shocked  by  this  hasty  traaeaetion  that  he  could  hardly  stand, 
was  escorted  to  the  beach,  and  civcn  in  rharge  to  Mr.  Wallace,  who  had 
that  moment  landed  from  the  .schooner,  in  another  boat ;  while  five  of 
the  principal  chiefs  were  man  hed  to  our  boat,  when  we  all  put  off, 
and  were  soon  on  the  bright  deck  of  Uie  Antarctic,  where  we  returned 
thaaka  lo  Beasea  for  our  ouraefdous  deliferaoce. 

As  tke  fitasadshi^  of  Neio  and.  kis.ehieis  wis  all  important  to  the 
Ruccess  of  our  enterprise,  I  adopted  every  means,  during  the  remainder 
of  the  day,  to  conciliate  their  favour,  and  flattered  myself  that  I  had 
completely  succeeded.  Every  thing  seemed  now  to  go  on  very  pleas- 
antly, bothDn  shore  among  our  working  party,  and  on  board  luuung 
our  mvoluntary  visitsrs.  I  treated  theia.  to  every  thin^  they  appeared 
to  sovst,  whstfaer  assfidt  omaiaeBtal,  or  edaUe,  and  amuseid  them 
with  the  drum  and  fifr,  together  with,  airs  on  a  large  Freoch  organ ; 
all  of  which  appeared  to  afford  them  great  pleasure ;  the  organ  in 
partictdar  seemed  to  excite  a  great  degree  of  eiuciosily  in  these  untu- 
tored children  of  fallen  human  nature. 

At  seven,  P.  M.,  all  hand^  came  ou  board,  in  good  i>piriU  i  and  Mr. 
WaUaee  infinaied  as  that  onehnndred  andfiily  of  the  natives  had  beoi 
diligsBrty  esBployed  i  n  makiog  tfaateh,  ever  since  the  lung  left  the  beach. 
AA«r  sapper,  the  aaisie  was  got  up,  and  our  sailors  ^avc  the  chiefs  a 
specimen  of  dancing  as  practised  in  New- York ;  which  compliment 
was  reciprocated  by  the  chiefs,  in  sortie  very  grotesque  dances  of  iheir 
own.  Fcals  of  laughter  resounded  ou  ail  sides,  as  these  islanders 
thought  our  node  of  ^handling  the  feet"  was  foil  as  ridicolons  as 
theirs  appeared  to  us.  In  this  they  probably  jadged  correcdy.  The 
evening  passed  with  great  hilarity  and  apparent  good-will,  by  eveij 
individual  on  board.  The  chiefs  laughed,  shouted,  and  pla}  ed  antics. 
Our  men  did  the  same.  At  ten,  P.  M.,  the  regular  waidi  being  set, 
we  all  retired  to  rest ;  I  havings  wuh  my  owa  handsy  made  a  bed  iioc 
the  chiefs,  of  some  old  sails. 

Jiqi  %>rt  TM  ai^iaiM  eC  Fodey,  tbe  es«Btfia  88di  of  May, 
ipsaed  on  tlMaiwl|P%M||^  smiles  of  cloudless  beauty.  At 
fiaOfkA.  M.*  twenty-one  men. went  oa  shore,  under  the  command  of  Mr. 
Wallace  and  Mr.  Wiley,  to  pursue  their  labours  on  the  edifice  we 
Wfre  Miaiog.   At  uip^  A.  m1«  alier  i^iyiug  the  king  and  chiefs  as  good 
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and  as  boynlirul  a  breakfast  as  the  j^iore-room:^  of  tho  w  oll-supphed 
Antarctic  could  luruish,  they  were  loaded  with  presents,  and  sei  on 
shofBt  to  tU  appeanuie«  hiMv  delislitod  with  Acir  ?nil  and  the  ftMOffly 
ttetpdiatk  they  had  met  InaeMl  my  teeiiied  to  tako  wnwoal  pains 
to  convince  tu  of  their  gmitode  and  good-will.  Among  olliar  onodes 
of  expressing  them,  Nero  and  the  rhirfs'  voluntarily  promiser!  that 
their  people  should  assist  ours  in  makin»  and  Jhatching  the  iiouse, 
which  was  now  partlv  raised,  and  nearly  ready  for  covering.  The 
aincerity  of  these  profesaioiis  and  promises  remainf  to  be  decefmined 
by  those  who  have  patience  to  panne  Uie  eovse  of  Una  phin  nam* 
tive  of  facts. 

After  having  thus  paid  to  these  chiefs  e^'ery  mark  of  re^^pprt 
which  is  due  to  rank,  and  which  I  thou  eh  t  sound  policy  dirtated,  I 
took  ;i  ft  nu  n,  aud  commenced  landing  such  article!!  as  ^\  ould  be 
first  ai^ted  in  curing  the  Ifkhe-de'tner.  The  work  now  appeared 
to  be  ^oin^^  on  veiypleaaatttJy;  the  honae  being  neariy  ready  Ibr 
thatching,  and  tiro  hundied  and  fifty  of  the  nafirea  aansttng  ourwwic* 
men,  for  which  we  had  agreed  to  pay  them  liberally.  We  had  aliMMly 
landed  several  boat-loadn  of  the  necessar)'  articles,  and  xvere  preparing 
10  despatch  another,  ^vhen  at  about  half-past  eleven,  A.  .M.  niy  ears 
were  startled  bv  a  sound  that  »ent  the  iiie«blood  curdling  to  my  heart. 
It  was  On  waiiinop  of  the  aavages  on  ahoie. 

I  donbt  whether  the  btirsthig  of  a  volcano  ataMMtbenetth  my  fioet* 
the  Dnexpected  shock  of  an  eattbi|Qake,  or  a  bolt  fiMn  heaven  stiit* 
log  the  deck  of  the  Antarctic,  conld  have  startled  and  astotmded  me 
like  that  infernnl  yell.  Were  1  to  live  till  dooiisday,  it  would  still 
tingle  in  my  car-,  by  day*  and  visit  my  dreams  by  night.  I  too  well 
knew  the  deadly  import  oi  thai  fatal  sihuut ;  and  I  was  not  there  to 
protect  wf  DBcn. 

The  larboard  bttteiy  of  the  vessel  bore  dnecilr  on  tho  village ; 
and  without  contemplating  the  distance,  I  snatched  a  lighted  matdn 

and  discharged  one  of  the  cannon.  The  sliot,  as  I  might  have  antici- 
pated, fell  spent  and  harmles*?,  '^vithom  doing  any  execution.  But  the 
sudden  and  unexpected  report  alarmed  my  men,  who  were  scattered 
about  in  the  woods,  pursuing  their  variona  occapatiooa.  Taking  it  as 
n  signal  of  hoa^ttiea  on  the  part  of  the  natives,  every  man  started 
for  the  beidit  in  front  of  the  adKMner,  wbere  they  luid  eaialeaatjr 
left  their  arms,  imder  the  protection  of  two  sentinels.  On  approach- 
ing the  spot,  they  were  met  by  abom  three  hundred  natives,  who  had 
jubt  butchered  their  two  shipmates  tho  sentinels;  and  were  waiting 
their  owu  approach,  with  bows  ready  bent.  The  moment  our  iU>fated 
awn  enwrgea  ftona  the  tlliehet,  a  shower  of  arrows  was  poured  into 
their  unshielded  deleneeleaa  bodiea.  Only  three  of  dieni  M  fton 
tfaii  voUey,  iiowever,  ahhoogh  scarcely  any  escaped  one  or  usm 
wounds. 

A  well-manned  whale-boat,  despatched  on  tne  instant  of  the  alaris, 
wa?  fl}  ing  to  the  rescue  of  my  brave  fellows  on  shore,  as  fast  as  teti 
sturdy  oarsmen  could  pull  her  over  water,  which  her  ke^  scarcely 
•osHMd  to  touch.  8he  waa  comnianded  by  Mr.  Jalmaani  nlMiaa  ffen 
V  could  hear  cominually  eadaiBing,  ••Givn  wnf,  mmt  Qkm  mgrl 
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For  the  love  of  God,  gire  wtj^  and  rawtw  yom  dapnntesr  But 

they  required  not  this  extra  influeemcnt  to  exertion.  Their  Tery  sotiU 
seemed  to  be  concentred  in  their  viuorous  muscular  arms,  and  I 
thouglit  I  could  see  the  inleuiiity  ui"  ihtif  anxiety  in  the  agony  of  their 
couuieaauces,  which  of  course  were  turned  to  the  Anurctic.  As  I 
gaaed  on  their  Icflsettiag  boat,  I  etM  Bearady  liold  my  glass,  for  tha 
MvainiBg  of  1117  own  mmeUm  and  sinewa,  which  laatiBctifaiy  kept 
timely  motion  with  their  oars,  ns  if  I  could  lend  them  strength,  and 
assist  in  propelling  the  boat.  It  the  reader  has  ever  experieneed  a 
similar  sennation,  an^ino  i'rom  nervous  sympathy,  he  wiU  ttodefstaod 
me.    U  not,  I  am  uuable  to  describe  it. 

Itt  tho  maaft  iriule»  my  gallaat  SQ-ftiad  hda  on  ahoro  irara  aaUio| 
thair  Itvaa  ataa  daaraTateaaposaifale.  After  raeairuw  tiia  foDav  or 
atvawa  befae-nentionadi  when  emerging  from  the  thicket,  the  gallant 
Wallace  (whose  bravery,  virtues,  and  melancholy  fate  declare  his 
descent  more  unequivocally  than  his  name)  rallied  his  men,  and  well 
supported  by  lii^  friend  the  chivalric  Wiley,  led  them  forward  to 
play  the  desperate  game  of  Ufe  or  death,  with  such  fearful  odds 
againat  them.  PeioemngUiat  indiaemninaie  alanghter  waa  the  de* 
lemubed  object  of  the  savages,  from  whooi  no  quarter  could  be  ex* 
pected,  this  undaunted  Briton,  with  three  arrows  then  in  his  body, 
thus  exrlaimed  to  bis  men,  as  they  were  plucking  the  pointed  shafts 
from  their  own  tiesli.  Hi»  words  as  I  was  informed  by  a  sunivor, 
were  in  substance  these : — My  fine  (ellowa,  you  see  our  fate !  Let 
na die  Kke  man  I— 4eep  close  together!  dinwyenrenitaaaea,andftUow 
me !  If  aafety  can  be  foaad  at  all,  we  mast  aeek  it  it  eloae  qaatten.'* 
With  these  words  he  rushed  forward  to  the  charge,  dealittg  death  at 
every  blow,  in  which  he  was  closely  followed  and  closely  imitated  by 
Wiley  and  the  rest.  The  savages  shrank  back  with  astoni^shmcnt,  as 
these  brave  fellows  literally  mowed  down  their  ranks,  opening  a  spa- 
cious ^aili  ibr  iheiuselves  through  tlie  iliickeat  of  their  iiost.  i'oi: 
orenr  white  man  that  ^U,  half  a  doun Uadt  ^•"t"**^  hii  the  dntt; 
mitil  the  few  anrmora  of  onr  party  ware  eoreied  wilfa  woanda,  and 
faint  with  exertion  and  the  loaa  of  blood. 

But  what  avails  human  bravery  under  such  desperate  eircTimstanres  ! 
Fiftv  arrows  were  now  sticking  in  the  body  oi  ihe  undaujUud  Wallace, 
protrudmg  like  the  quills  ol  a  porcupme.  ^me  of  the  wounds  were 
de^  l£s  strength  was  exhausted — natme  could  do  no  more,  and  he  * 
Ml OQlhe  beach,  by  the aideof  faia 6iend  Wile3r,whohadreeehedhia 
death-wound  in  motectuig  hhn  flom  llie  alroke  of  a  war^dub.  Even 
in  the  agonies  of  death,  Wallace  stOl  eneouraged  his  men.  Fight  on,** 
he  exclaimed,  as  the  blood  was  streaming  from  his  body  and  limbs — 
*»fie:ht  on,  my  brave  fellows? — for  the  honour  of  seamen — sell  your 
lives  dearly — they  are  worth  a  great  price  !  Never  let  it  be  said  that 
England  or  Amenea  produced  a  coward — die  like  men  !** 

The—  weie  hb  Inat  worth— I  mean  In  anbaianee.  He  iImii  bjr  n 
andden  eflbrt,  took  hia  dfiag  ftiamra  hand ;  and  theae  two  brafo  oft- 
cers,  wlio  had  cut  down  more  than  five  times  their  number  of  savages, 
with  their  btood-died  cmimiea,  warn  iwnad  their  6icea  towarda  the 
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AHtarecicv  iml  gave  up  tiia  g^sC  Th*  lait  mmm  whm  Icfttbf 

Moody  scene  suw  thorn  ia  this  pooiiion ;  firm  friends  iii  life — uad^ 
vided  in  death.  The  survivors  continued  to  fight  with  (Icsperaiioii, 
dealing  around  destruction  on  evory  side,  uatii £ottitoeiLof  HLms  pactjf* 
out  of  twciity-one,  were  killed  oi  iuis^Kigr. 

by  this  time,  iiw  whale*ho«it  whicii  i  iiud  desnaiched  with  Mr.  Julior 
ion  aad  tm  mm^  all  vtU  aRBMil»  faod  roaehed  rao  e4g«  o£  tho 
Tho  iMMMtsht  euno  wtthis  ninalLMliot  of  the  rnngBB,  tlio  atn 
opened  upon  them  a  bri^^k  and  well-diiocled  fire,  which  caused  the 
sable  demons  to  fall  back  a  short  distance,  and  eiuibled  our  little  baud  of 
heroes,  now  reduced  to  seven  in  number,  to  make  a  tiiucl)  ;ind  suc- 
cessful retreat  to  the  boat.  Four  oi'  tlie  uevt^n  were  badly  wounded, 
and  the  other  three  nearly  overcoma  vnih.  heat  ami  excessive  fatigue. 

Tha  aavagea  faad  bow  raeovend  fioai  ihe  panie  pradacad  by  oar 
handful  of  buUots ;  and  sceini;  that  th*  ftmaUMer  of  tltfir  prey  wao 
likely  to  escape  ilieir  bloody  fangs,  they  made  a  desperate  and  deter* 
mined  rush  upon  our  boat;  but  before  they  could  reach  her,  she  was 
in  deep  water.  A  pait  of  them  then  sahifed  Iier  with  a  sljower  of  arrows, 
whUe  tho  main  body  ikw  to  tlieir  canoes,  and  biai  ted  in  pur:auu ;  every 
'  laovamaai  indkatiaf  a  ixaddatenMUitiaii  lo  daaCny  too  fagidBe8»  or 
peiMliin  the  uMmoffL 

▲s  the  boat  was  vaiy  flUich  kunbered  up,  with  seventeen  men  on 
board,  four  of  whom  were  badly  wounded,  it  ill  ualurally  be  expected 
thai  her  progress  was  slow;  consequfntlv  thr  ciuioe^i  gained  upon  her 
very  fast.  As  soon  as  the  savages  had  apptuaclicd  w  iiiiin  inubket-shot 
of  our  boat,  a  well-directed  fire  was  opened  upon  Uieiu  iVoui  liie  iautsr  ; 
\nt  ilM  fidfiag  of  diair  taDpamaBa*  insiaad  of  deioxriog  theae  hal^ 
ImiBda  tan  tlioir  p«raoaa»  only  uoitad  ihiem  to  vwak  on  with  tha 
greater  daaparatiaB.  Bat  the  moment  was  now  appwwchiay  wbaB 
their  intense  curiosity  respect  in  sf  those  big  boUftY  piaceaof  iraoondia 
Antarctic's  deck  wa-^  to  he  fnllv  'gratified. 

The  pursuers  earned  so  la:>i  upon  uur  boat,  that  I  began  to  fear  her 
daatfBeMB  waala  be  ineviiabbr.  We  brougiu  tho  bKoadside  of  the 
schooner  to  bear  on  the  canoea^  by  naana  of  springs  on  our  cablav ; 
tha  goMa  wvrc  all  loaded  with,  grape  and  caniaier,  and  tho  moment 
they  oame  within  distance,  I  waved  to  the  officer  of  the  boat  to  pull  a 
little  towMrd«i  ?be  "tern  of  tho  vessel,  which  brought  all  llie  canoes, 
about  twenty  in  number,  clear  from  the  range  of  the  boat.  At  this 
critical  moment,  tiie  Antarcuc  opened  her  flaming  hauery,  and  des- 
paidied  the  measengera  of  deaih  among  the  flotilla  of  canoes*  two  of 
wUek  ware  liiaialLy  daahed  into  fragniaaiii. 

The  unexpected  report  of  the  rannon»  lo^ilhier  with  the  ualDakod-for 
effect,  struck  temtr  into  tlic  hearts  of  the  astonished  enemy;  and  it 
appeared  c\idcnt  ihai  ificsr  iiiitives  had  never  before  witnessed  such 
serious  eflVris  Ironi  the  combuistionof  ifunpowder.  Tlie  AiUaicUc  now 
kept  up  a  steady  lire  for  a  iew  iiu)aiem^,  which  caused  the  canoes,  or 
aaah  aa  etiH  MBained  of  thean  ta  iBaka  b  pracip«tate  aeBcaat  t»  tha 
Mwd.  lyilHaaMaaaM^  aad  BB  other  Bwnld  haaa  baoB  aaaiiahl^ 
W  saved  iharhBBtti  tha  BBfaooneiv  and  nineieeni  iBlBafcto  lires. 

Oiir  boat  aoon  caaie  aioogeide,  and  the  wotmded  were  helped  on 
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board,  one  of  whom  was  my  brother-in-lnw,  a  lad  of  nearly  sixteen 
years.  The  other  three  were  so  couipiuiely  exhausted,  from  heat  and 
fetigue,  end  00  siekwad  lij  hnriDg  seen  neir  mlbnwwie  shipiiiatee 
butchered  and  mangled  hy  those  ferocione  eaniubale,  that  they  were 
totatly  unfit  for  dut}'.  The  nwrcury  in  the  Aermomeier  was  nowap  to 
107^  in  the  draught  of  the  eompaaioii-way.  Oar  sitiutioii  wae  te 
from  bcint;  enviable. 

Bill  8tiil  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost.  The  savages  were  rendered 
doubly  desperate  by  the  failure  of  their  diabolical  scheme  of  treachery, 
and  the  loss  of  so  many  of  their  party.  Their  strength  was  noflmit- 
aiflj  increasing  by  a  general  turn-out  from  all  tlr  oiher  islands,  and 
preparations  ^vcvf^  f|uirkly  completed  for  attacking  the  Antarctic  with  an 
overwhelming  force,  wliile  I  had  only  eleven  efficiem  nu  n  to  defend  the 
vessel.  Under  such  circumstances  we  thought  it  best  to  shp  the  cable 
alid  make  sail,  which  was  soon  efieoied.  In  die  nestt  nMiTOQt,  every 
man  was  at  his  qnaners,  ready  to  receive  the  «n«my,  who  was  turn 
advancing  with  an  immense  flotilla  of  canoes. 

Tn  this  critical  emerfifenry .  TIcavrn  interposed  in  mir  favotn*.  A  f?c?n1r 
breeze  sprang  vp  from  the  eastward,  and  we  soon  perceived,  to  our 
great  joy,  that  the  canoes  were  dropping  astern,  and  that  the  savages 
had  rcUm|uished  the  chase.  Fortimate  indeed  was  it  for  us  that  they 
dni  so,  for  thewiad  shortly  died  away  to  a  deadealm ;  and  at  the  saM 
tune  (:i  little  aAer  2  P.  M.)  every  man  on  board,  widi  the  single  ex- 
ception of  myself,  was  seized  with  a  violent  vomitinnf,  which  conliimed 
all  that  afiemoon,  and  the  greater  part  ol  the  night,  during  winch 
period  i  was  several  times  apprehensive  for  their  Uves.  This  sicii.- 
uess  was  not  the  effect  of  fear ;  bnt  was  no  doubt  produced  by  the 
horrors  they  had  jost  witnessed}  die  heart-rending  spoetaole  of  Ihdr 
slaughtered  shipmates  lymg  mangled  on  the  beach,  while  some  of  their 
rtiihlcss  butchers  were  cutting  and  carving  them  with  their  own  cnt- 
I  tsscs!  Others  again  were  churning  their  spears  into  the  writhing 
bodies  of  those  ^vha  yet  had  life  ! 

It  was  very  iurtiinaic  ilial  the  natives  did  not  come  upon  us  at  this 
time  $  if  ihey  imd,  they  must  ineritably  hifo  taken  the  toss^.  Had 
sooh  been  the  ease,  however,  iliehr  soeeesa  wooU  have  been  their 
destruction ;  for  one  of  the  wounded,  a  man  on  whom  I  could  depend, 
was  Rtationed  at  the  magazine  with  alighted  match,  to  be  appiied  10 
the  powder  if  the  natives  got  comiuaud  of  the  deck. 

Having  now  a  few  moments  for  reflection,  I  took  a  telescope  and 
directed  my  attention  to  the  island.  Fnes  were  kindled  on  the  beach, 
in  every  direction,  among  the  dead  bodies  of  my  unfortunate  crew, 
from  which  those  hell-hounds  were  cutting  the  flesh,  and  roasting  it  in 
the  fire;  and  d\r?i,  with  savn^i^e  ferocity,  tearing  it  to  pifecs  with  their 
teeth,  while  from  the  half-cooked  iragiueat  the  fresh  biootl  was  raaniog 
down  their  ebony  chins ! 

**  Tom  limb  fnjm  limb,  he  apntim  tb«  horrid  Dshc, 

Soon  after,  they  began  to  drag  the  bodies  of  their  own  faiieil  comrades  * 
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tbe  edge  of  the  beach,  and  ihen  buried  them  in  ihe  bosom  ot  the 
l«^a.  When  thev  had  ^nished  this  necessary  task,  they  proceeded 
to  gutber  «p  Iheir  pmadtr*  iimI  divide  the  leoMiiie  of  ear  WMigliCflted 
friends  among  them;  after  which,  each  party  of  warriors  embarked 
in  their  respective  canoes,  and  started  for  the  several  islands  to  whicii 
they  belonged,  and  which  the  la^t  reached  about  duak.  All  this  I  di»- 
liocliy  beheld,  and  tny  soul  .sickened. 

When  I  looked  a^^am,  dres  were  baiu^  kindled  OU  tlie  did'ejent 
Istandi,  udcO  tbey  ware  raiigod  along  aU  the  boeebes  that  fronted  tb* 
schooner.  Aiomid  tlKte  mm  the  natives  appeared  to  be  veiy  boayv 
fyr  the  greater  part  of  the  night.  This  was,  no  doubt,  for  the  prose- 
cution of  their  horrid  orgies  ;  but  fearful  that  trea<^hery  hirked  beneath 
their  operations,  thai  these  fires  might  be  intended  to  deceive  and 
that  they  intended  lo  attack  the  Autarcuc  under  cover  of  the  darkness* 
every  man  was  kept  at  his  quarters  durhig  the  whole  of  that  melan- 
choly uighi.  Eighty  muskets  were  Joaded  with  biiekebot»  and  Uud 
upon  tlie  trunk.  The  guns  and  swirels  were  all  doable*ahoitcd ;  the 
matches  kept  lighted  in  their  plirrs,  njid  one  man  ^vas  ^tntjoned  in  each 
fop,  to  keep  A  sharp  look-out  for  canoes;  (heir  matt  i)ps  were  also 
lighted,  and  the  top-swivels  in  complete  readuiess.  JDunng  the  night 
we  cruised  about  among  the  shoals  and  reefs  of  the  lagoon,  anxiously 
wftitiBg  the  tardy  aoproacb  of  daylight,  which  «t  last  wia  hailed  whh 
joy,  and  heartfelt  tnankfidness. 

May  29tk, — At  the  dawn  of  day  we  found  ourselves  within  about 
two  miles  of  the  passage  that  led  from  the  l  igoon  into  the  open  ocean ; 
and  at  7,  A.  M.,  wc  were  once  more  clear  of  the  "  Massarrr  Isliin<h\'"  as 
we  conduded  to  name  the  group,  one  oi  ihem  being  bapuzeU  in  ilie  blood 
oTonr  brethran.  MTe  put  to  aea  with  a  fine  breeae  from  east-souih>east» 
•qd  iair  weather. 

The  following  are  the  naoiea  of  die  unhappy  fieUms  of  earage 
treachery  and  cannibal  ferocity:  viz.  John  A.  Wallace,  trading  officer* 
belonging  lo  Newrnstle,  K  n^jland  ;  Hrnrv  Wiley,  second  officer,  of 
Charlcstown.  iMaHsachuseii!>  ;  Joseph  Hicks,  armorer,  of  England ; 
George  Cartwrighi,  carpenter,  of  England ;  'j'hoaias  Parker,  carpenter, 
of  England :  Seanien^George  Webb,  of  London ;  James  Bntter,  of 
Liverpool;  Samuel  Wood,  of  England ;  Thomas  Barnard,  ofBriMol* 
England ;  George  Strong,  of  Albany,  New-York ;  Alexander  Mooney, 
of  New-York:  Stpphcn  de  la  (Vn7,  n  native  of  Manilla.  The 
names  of  the  wounded  seamen  ire,  John  Kuler,  of  New-York; 
AVilliam  Vanduzer,  of  New-York  i  Leonard  tsiiaw,  ol  rhiladel^a« 
and  John  Harris,  of  England. 

The  booty  which  this  tragioat  affair  threw  into  the  possession  of  iba 
natives  consisted  of  the  f<Mlowing valuable  articles:  viz.  one  whale- 
boat,  thirty  casks  and  barrels,  a  number  of  muskets,  pistols,  cutlasses, 
boardint^-pikes,  nxe^,  hatchets,  carn  u1«fe-boxe«,  shovels,  crowbars, 
carpeiucr's  tools,  hliicksmith's  forge  and  tools,  and  a  qu.intity  of  cord- 
age and  blocks,  which  had  been  taken  on  shore,  lo  assist  in  raising  the 
frame  of  the  houae ;  beaidee  a  diain  cable  of  ninety  fadHran,  iacii 
iron,  end  anchor  of  one  thonaand  pounds,  which  lay*  md  probably 
atin  lies,  hi  MO  thanfiAecftfttboiaa  of  witar. 


Digiiizixi  by  Coogle 


ARRIVB  AT  MANILLA. 


41ft 


June  2<?. — On  Saturday,  the  20i]i,  at  3,  P.  M..  (nainii  al  lime,)  w« 
took  our  departure  from  the  .Massacre  I^^lands,  hcaruig  south-by- 
vrenu  distant  three  leagues,  and  steered  to  the  north  and  wc&t,  with 
jnoderaic  breezes  from  south-es^t  to  east,  and  fair  weather.  On 
Wednesday,  the  2d  day  of  June,  at  7,  P.  If.,  we  craeeed  the  equator, 
in  the  long,  of  152°  27'  east.  From  that  time,  we  had  light  variable 
winds,  attended  with  heavy  falls  of  rain,  until  Tuesday,  the  8lh,  when 
we  took  the  north-east  trade-winds,  in  lat.  6°  15'  northt  long. 
JO'  east. 

We  continued  steering  to  the  north  and  west,  with  moderate  north* 
eaat  trades  and  fine  weather,  imtil  2,  A.  M.,  on  Monday,  the  SlaC, 
when  we  saw  the  island  of  St.  Banardino,  lyntg  at  the  eastern  eft> 

trance  of  the  strait  of  the  same  name,  bearing  west>by-south,  distwt 
one  league.  This  was  the  first  and  only  land  we  had  seen  s'lnrt*  leaving 
llie  Massacre  Islands ;  constantly  keeping  two  men  at  the  ina.«4t-head, 
day  and  luglu,  one  on  the  end  of  the  bowsprit,  and  one  on  tlie  jib-boom. 
At  8,  A.  M.|  we  were  within  the  atrttc  of  St.  Bamatdino,  or  the  strait 
of  ManUIa. 

Jam       — We  eOBtinucd  on  our  passage,  throngji  this  strait,  with 

light  variabln  wmd«;,  and  calms,  attended  with  rain-squalls,  untfl 

Saturday  iiiommg,  the  26th  of  June  ;  when  we  arrived  at  Manilla,  and 

anchored,  at  7,  A.  M.,  one  mile  oO-shore,  in  four  fathoms  of  water, 

smiddy  bouom,  with  the  flag^staflT  on  the  citadel  bearing  easMnr-nsith. 

At  8,  A.  M.,  we  received  Ihe  healtli-ofhcer^s  usual  visit,  and  at  the 

same  time  my  wife  came  on  board,  in  the  boat  of  the  captain  of  the 

port,  attended  hy  our  wortliy  frirnd  Mr.  Cann^ll.    My  feelings  on  this 

occaiiion  can  be  better  conceive*!  than  described.    Independent  of  my 

recent  misfortunes,  other  circumstances,  with  which  it  is  inexpedient 

and  unnecessary  to  acquaint  the  reader,  rendered  this  meeting  ex« 

tremely  affecting. 

•  ••«•••• 

We  now  embatkcd  for  ilic  sliore  with  cheerful  and  exhilarated  spirits ; 
but  what  was  my  surprise,  on  luntling  at  tlie  custom-wharf,  to  fmd 
the  collector's  carriage  waiting  to  convey  us  to  our  residence.  This 
worthy  man,  together  with  our  mutual  iriend  the  captam  ut  the  port, 
after  exptessing  the  greatest  synipathy  for  our  alHictions,  handed  my 
wife  into  the  carnage,  where  we  all  took  our  seats,  and  in  a  few  mo* 
Tncnts  wer'"  snfply  set  ('own  ;>!  \hr  residence  of  my  excellent  friend 
Cannell.  After  remuimn^  about  liall  an  liour  with  115.  thn  collector 
and  captain  rose  to  take  their  leave,  ttrstgivmg  nic  and  my  wile  a  very 
polite  and  pressing  invitation  to  call  and  spend  a  few  days  with  them. 
Their  parting  salutation  was  a  warm  piessnre  of  the  Mod,  with  thd 
woids-^  God  bless  yon  both." 

I  now  made  known  my  deplorable  situatioil  and  circumstances  to 
Mr.  Cannell,  and  wi.-yhetl  him  to  advance  mc  sufficient  fm<h  to  pur- 
chase provisions  lor  a  crew  of  ninety  men,  for  ten  or  iw(  Ivc  monUis. 
Tiu»  noblc'liearted  gentleman,  ever  ready  to  assist  hitt  icilow-crcaturee 
in  distress,  instauUy  agreed  to  let  me  have  what  meaey  he  had,  which 
he  feared  would  not  be  sufficient  for  my  purpose,  as  he  had  just  par« 
chased  and  paid  for  a  large  caifd  of  pnn-sheU  and  a<|nantity  of  tor- 
toise*«helL  But  aUh«  had  was  at  iny  service,  Isr  which  he  woiikdoal{y 
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^latg&mxfmemA,  p€r  aman*  lagreed  to  his  kind  offer,  and  immedi- 
ately comMMedl  naisiag  anwigcmMiiB  for  wmniBig  i»  iIm  Massaoii 

Before  I  had  proceeded  far  in  these  preparations,  however,  I  vrote 
to  General  Requorfort,  who  was  then  commander-iiKrlikf  «f  iMMBhit 
mti  lU  its  dependencieB,  for  permhsioii  to  ship  hftynMifw  «f  Moitta, 
to  eOHipleie  my  crew.  Hi-  rxcellency  answem  Biy  letter  werj 
prOBipdy  and  politely,  stating  that  hp  had  uikf^n  my  misfortunes  into 
consideration;  and  ihm  although  it  was  cn:\[i:iry  to  thr  hnvs  of  the 
port  to  t;ike  more  than  one-third  of  the  crew  natives  oi  Manilla,  yet 
he  would  aliow  ine  to  ship  oiie  or  two  liuudi'ed  ManiUa*men,  U  I 
friihed  for  that  wuAn, 


CHiPTER  Vn. 

tSnil  from  Manilla  for  the  Massacre  Islands— The  Bay  and  Town  of  Taal — Port 
and  Town  of  St,  Joiieph's — Ladrone  Islands — Arrive  at  Ucrgli's  Oroup— 
Friendship  of  tint  N<&tM — Their  O&noes,  Fishing  Iin[>1r  iii(  rit  s  &c. — Beauty 
of  the  Women — Strength  and  Agility  of  \hr  Mm —  Theological  Notiona— 
lllamaM«i  I^thB,  Wars,  &>c. — ^Deacrwtion  of  iheu  VV  cajKtius,  Houses,  and  Vil- 
lifliw  nwnnifir  Arrangements — YmoSi^  and  O^aUKlMS  of  Oe  Roil  Ib» 
corlance  of  tliis  Di^rovory — Equipments  neceHMy  for  a  VojafS  to  tlMie 
lalands — Depart  for  the  Maisacze  lalandi. 

In  discovering  the  Massacre  Islands,  and  examining  the  reefs  aAd 
skoals  which  surround  them,  I  had  gained  the  knowledge  of  one  im« 
portant  fact ;  which,  thoui^h  dcnrly  purrhnscd,  was  not  the  less  Takiable 
and  intereslinsr  to  the  votaries  oi  com fn (  i  re  and  science.  I  had  as- 
certained,  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt,  that  these  islands  couid 
fonush  the  valoable  produetfoiis  of  whidi  I  was  ia  search,  in  greater 
ymtMes,  and  of  for  superior  qaalitf,  than  eoold  be  ciUainod  at  the 
Feejee  Islands  (oar  original  destination),  or  at  any  other  group  which 
I  hnd  ever  yet  visited.  I  therefore  considered  it  a  dnty  which  I  owed 
to  my  eiBployers,  to  my  couulry,  antl  t  >  myself,  to  return  immediately 
to  the  Massacre  Islands,  with  adequate  means  to  ensure  success  •,  and 
to  redeem,  in  t»ome  mca:>ure  at  least,  the  losses  and  disasters  wiiicU 
iiad  hithevto  attended  this  ill-foted  enterprise. 

Bnt  I  was  also  actuated  by  another  motive,  wilfa  wfaieh  peenuarv 
considerations  had  not  the  most  distant  connexion ;  and  weighed  w» 
which  they  were  "  lighter  than  the  dust  in  thr  hrtlnnr^'."  The  irnprc- 
sion  was  deeply  en|u^uven  oa  my  mind  that  one  or  more  ot  tlx  mUor- 
tunaie  fuiineeji  might  have  posbibiy  escaped  the  general  m.kssacre, 
and  be  BOW  cndnruif  «'the  borrois  of  a  livmg  deat^**  as  captives  to 
tbsse  feroeians  Uood-honnds.  Tfab  idea  still  faanated  mm  dqr  ^ 
aighu  It  waa  conatantly  seated  Ifte  an  inoubna  opea  mf  tgeaat, 
ai^  I  felt  that  nothing  could  remove  it  hut  a  speedfratara  10  tlwi  loena 
af  Wood.    This  impression  orit^inaied  in  ihn  following  farts: 

'1  be  work  of  destruction  had  but  just  commenced,  w  hen  ihroc  ol  our 
workkrg-paity  had  been  seen  to  ily  from  the  beach  towards  the  woodn, 
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cloteiy  panmtd  bf  'fk^  denwas  of  blood,  who  owtook  mmI  iNNdwred 
two  upon  the  spot.  The  third,  it  was  believed,  had  ouutrippcd  his 
pmrsuers,  and  entered  \he  woods  with  hh  nxp  in  his  h:\r.<\.  Tlio  hnre 
possibility  of  this  raan  hcin^  still  livin?,  wns  siiffirit  nt  irulucenicm  ibr 
me  to  persevere  in  the  de&ign  I  hiid  tunned.  For  Uiis  purpose  I 
exerted  irvery  nerve  in  making  the  necessary  prcpantioBi ;  Innring,  by 
peroHMkMi  or  Ae  Lneonian  govenflMM,  shipped  tbo  reqniiso  ■Miliw 
of  hndi,  and  ohtuned  aa  adoqMIt  supply  of  provisions,  water,  and 
naval  stores ;  so  that  in  twenty -two  days  from  dio  tiiM  i  nifd  it 
Manilla,  thr>  Antarctic  was  as^uin  rradv  for  sea. 

July  \Hih. — On  the  evening  of  Suiuiay,  the  18th  of  July,  several 
merchajiis  and  ship-masters,  of  ditierent  natioiiM,  called  on  me,  and 
onlesfMfod  to  dimtdo  bio  (Vom  My  iMmdoiio  enttipffiM*  Tito  chsBf 
weight  of  iheir  ajgneuta.  howrv(  i%  was  booed  on  the  faet  of  my  bar- 
ing so  great  a  proportion  of  Manilla-men  in  roy  crew ;  there  being  sixty* 
SIX  of  the  former,  anr!  nn!v  iiinfieen  Americans.  They  predicted  that 
I  would  not  live  to  TPiurn  Hiiain  to  Manilla,  but  be  ctit  off  hy  my  new 
recruits,  who  would  forcibly  take  possession  of  the  Antarctic,  and 
nofder  «U  the  kmrneum  wtw  ivfuoed  to  take  part  In  the  ooaapiracy. 
To  enforce  their  argumenu,  they  repeated  a  grtat  Muabor  of  legoadny 
t^es  of  fine  ships  tint  had  been  cat  oflf  by  these  men,  in  some  inalaacea 
eren  when  there  were  only  two  or  three  of  them  on  board. 

In  reply,  I  ?r:ii")'ully  thanked  them  for  their  friendly  counsel;  and 
assured  them,  liiat  while  ia  the  conscientious  discharge  of  my  duty, 
death  had  no  terrors  for  qie,  come  hi  what  ahape  ba  wrndd ;  that  the 
eane  gradoes  Being  who  had  paaoerved  me  fipon  the  eannibala  wmdd 

Frotect  me  Hmnaaaaaaiaa  of  every  doaerlplioa ;  and  that,  at  all  eventi, 
eould  ne^'er  n«»Rin  enjoy  life,  until  my  mind  was  reUevpd  from  its 
]nrr"?rnt  horrid  siispouse.  JSiiould  one  of  my  crew  be  still  living,  a 
cupuvG  to  those  ruthless,  remorseless  cannibals,  what  must  have  been 
his  agonizing  distractioB  of  mittd  to  see  the  Antarctic  depart  for  erer 
Irom  hia  fiew;  what  mmt  be  hia  hofoleoe  doapomleiiey  dmvif  her 
lengthened  abaenee ;  what  would  be  his  rcstaay  of  dt  light  to  nee. her 
munu^Aa  respected  the  danger* I  headed  it  net;  Inr  1  oenldeaf  with 

**  Of  1  the  wvBdera  Uutt  I  jm  hmn  basft, 

♦ 

My  wife  was  prepared  to  aceompniy  me,  as  neither  of  na  WIS  wM- 

Jng  to  endure  the  anxieties  and  apprehensions  of  another  separalion, 
in  a  di'tnrit  rr^ ion  of  the  globe,  not  lcs<<  than  fiftcf»n  thoii«»:iTid  miles 
from  iier  native  homr  We  therefore  took  an  affect lonuie  k.ive  of  all 
otur  friends  at  Manilla,  and  soon  fumid  ourselves  on  board  tiie  fast-sailing 
ilntnrctie,  whoae  wluiecaiifaae  wan  nnMad  and  her  andnir  apeak. 

IM.-'Ob  Monday  the  ftlh»  at  elevan,  F.  (nnndoal  time), 
we  got  onder  way,  with  a  light  breeze  from  the  east-north-east,  attended 
with  fair  weather  ;  at  three,  A.  M.,  we  parsed  the  Corregidor,  nnd 
steered  for  the  Strait  of  Manilla,  or  St.  Baraaidino,  winch  we  entered 
at  one,  F.  M* 

Dd 
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I  was  now  rpry  much  amused  whh  the  curiositr,  ^^vncify,  and  ac- 
livity  of  my  wife,  who  was  almost  consiaiiily  on  Jerk,  w  ith  her  drawing 
apparatus,  sketching  diiferent  view  s  of  the  i&iaadtt  as  we  passed  them ; 
'  mthalimlreds  of  iMiif«-lNdlt  boats,  boimd  toaiidfiwiBfaii01a,aoine 
of  whkli  were  Mriking  specuDcm  oif  diiiDSf  nmfil  ardutoctim»  and 
still  worse  rigging.    Her  spirits,  so  long  depreased,  wero  now  Imovanl 
as  ihe  air,  and  she  fliiiccl  about  the  vessel  like  some  ethereal  form  from 
a  higher  sphere.    1  found  myo^r^!  mental  temperament  much  improved 
by  the  influence  of  her  socieiy  ;  iier  su  eeily  snnhng  vivacity  and  ex- 
uberauce  of  spirits  operated  oil  my  uwu  feelings  like  a  chario — I  was 
inMBubly  aimceiied  fipom  my  despondency,  hope  was  leUiidled  la  my 
'  bosom,  andt  as  far  as  xespected  myaelf,  I  could  contemplate  my  veceat 
misfortunes  wUhout  a  sigh  of  regret   The  saiety  of  the  Antarctic  was 
identified  with  that  of  one  wlio  ^vns  dearer  to  mo  than  life.  Wliat 
stronger  security  could  exist  for  ilie  care  and  vigilance  of  hrr  com- 
mander!   Were  I  a  merchant  and  a  ship-owner,  so  far  from  up]>osiag 
4ho  wishes  of  an  aFectionate  wile  who  would  accompany  her  husband 
*oa  a  long  and  haaardotts  voyage,  I  would  recommend  such  a  maaanre 
to  every  shipmaster  in  my  emfnoy«  and  consider  it  of  mora  rahie  Co  my 
interest  than  the  policy  of  ensuranee. 

Jult;  20fA. — At  2,  P.  M.,  wo  passed  along  the  mouih  or  entrance  of 
llie  bay  of  Taal,  svhich  presents  sonic  delightful  seenery,  and  affords 
luaay  magoi^ccut  viewa,  lo  sack  us  hdvt  leisure  lo  sail  about  m  quest 
'Of  them.  It  is  about  twelve  miles  in  eiicimifereace,  of  a  shape  ap- 
proaching the  circtilar,  and  its  winding  shores,  on  both  aides,  sm 
screened  with  grand  ramparts  of  locsks  and  red  day>banks«  At  the 
head  of  the  bay,  in  the  centre,  lictwcen  these  ln:l\varks  of  nausre,  the 
country  descends  lo  the  shore  with  a  gcnik*  slope,  forming  a  bcriuiiful 
vale,  which  falls  Avith  a  [jradnal  and  easy  descent  to  th*.^  sanJy  beach 
"XThich  lines  that  scct;ua  of  lUc  circle.  All  around  tiiis  duiigittiul  sheet 
of  water  the  land  is  covered  widi  trees,  even  on  t!ie  rras  of  its 
westent  shores,  wiiercver  they  can  obtsiu  footing  or  shelter ;  but  on 
<he  eastern  side  of  the  bay  Uicy  grow  with  great  luxuriance. 

Oil  tlwj  gentle  declivity  just  mentioned,  at  tlie  head  of  ihc  bar,  stands 
tlie  celebrated  town  of  Taul.  T!ic  tasteful  eye  which  select***!  the  site 
could  not  have  anywhere  rested  uii  a  more  delicious  spot.  Hills 
crowned  with  wood,  and  beautiful  TsUeys  covered  with  fruitful  planta- 
tions, greet  the  eye  on  every  side;  wfiile  iu  front  of  this  UtUe  town 
opens  the  wide-spreading  bay,  with  its  rocky  a*ad  clayey  banks  bend* 
ing  round  it,  reflecung  ul  the  variety  of  UgUt  and  shade  which  the  sua 
in  its  circling  course  throws  profusely  upon  it.  In  this  secluded  re- 
treat dwells  a  society  of  monks,  saft  ly  remote  from  the  noi<e  and 
vices  of  the  turbulent  world,  dwelling  in  peaceful  securit)  ,  and  tearing 
no  harm  or  molestation  from  the.  naUve  Tagalians,  over  whom  their 
inilvanee  m  nabonaded.  Tliis  town  is  resorted  to  by  a  few  fashioa- 
nbles  m  the  snmmer  season,  as  awatering«place;  and  amorapteasaaft 
one  could  scarcely  be  selected. 

Jult/  23f/. — We  continued  on  our  passage  through  the  strait,  with 
variable  winds,  nnd  fjiir  weather,  until  Friday,  the  23d,  when,  at  7, 
V.      w  e  came  to  aachor  oa  the  Ciist  side  of  ihe  island  oi  •:»ackathi 
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neo,  in  ihf  port  of  St.  Joseph,  iii  four  fathoms  of  water,  clay  bottom; 
amUou  tlie  following  day  we  commenced  building  a  whale-boat,  thirty- 
fire  feet  in  length  and  eight  feet  wide,  which  we  eonpleted  €0  Thiiif* 
day,  the  S9th. 

This  basin  is  one  of  the  safest  places  for  a  ship  to  lie  in  to  refit 
that  there  is  in  the  known  work?.  The  cntrnnce,  whirh  is  formpd  by 
two  bluff  points,  is  not  inorr  ilnin  one  cable's  Icngili  ^vide,  wiih  rive 
fatlioms  of  water  in  the  pasbugc  ;  but  after  passing  wuhin  these  two 
points*  a  scene  snddenlv  opens  upon  the  view,  with  a  very  imposing 
effect  The  stranger  mids  himself  in  a  beantifol  smooth  basHi,  the 
shape  of  which  is  an  exact  circle,  of  one  mile  in  diameter,  containtng 
from  three  to  seven  fathoms  of  water  in  every  part  of  it ;  and  in  many 
places  the  water  is  bold  close  to  thebeaeh.  A  small  j  i\  ct  aini  several 
brooks  run  into  this  ]iarlx>ur  from  the  adjacent  mouiiiam&,  and  supply 
the  town  witii  excellent  water. 

Tlie  town  it«elf  is  built  on  a  winding  peiunaiila,  the  extremity  of 
wlueh  forms  Uie  sonih  point  of  the  bay ;  and  on  the  most  elevated 
part  of  llie  latter  is  a  fort,  mounting  six  eightecn-pounders,  which  eOOH 
pirfpl V-  commands  the  entrance  of  tlie  harbour.  Next  to  this  fortress  ia 
a  church,  and  a  little  fart!irr  up  the  peninsula  stands  the  town  of  St. 
Joseph,  fronting  the  harbour,  and  contuiiiing  about  two  iiundred  houses, 
and  eight  hundred  inhabitants,  who  are  governed  by  the  laws  of  Ma« 
niUa*  The  houses  are  all  built  of  bambooe*  and  thatehed  with  a  kind 
of  atroog  coarse  grass  tliat  is  common  to  the  country.  Thia  town  or 
village  is  almost  entirely  shaded  wiih  cocoanut  and  other  fruit  trees, 
ivhich  render  the  walks  delightfully  pleasant,  and  give??  to  the  w!inle 
prospect  a  beautiful  and  picturesque  appearance.  'J'iio  surrounding 
rountr)'  is  admirably  diversified  with  iiiiis,  vaiicys,  forests,  and  grazing 
plains.  Tobacco  and  hemp  are  cultivated  here  in  considerable  quan- 
tities, and  shipped  to  the  Manilla  maihet*  Refreshments  of  all  kinda 
may  be  had  at  this  port  at  the  ahottest  notice,  and  on  liberal  terms. 
The  inhabitants  of  both  sexes,  like  those  of  Manilln,  are  much  ad- 
dictt  1  to  the  barbarous  amusement  of  cock-fighting,  and  make  heavy 
hels  on  the  result  of  the  battle. 

July  29t/t. — On  Thursday,  ihc  29ih,  at  1  i,  A.  M.,  we  got  under  way, 
and  steerad  towarda  the  eastern  entrwiee  of  the  strait,  with  a  fine 
breeie  from  easMuih-eaat,  and  fair  wcail  cr.  On  Saturday,  the  Stst, 
we  once  more  found  onrselres  clear  of  the  Philippines ;  and  at  7,  A« 
M.,  wc  took  our  departure  from  Tape  Esplritu  Hanto,  Heirinff  west- 
souih-west,  tliiitant  Jen  lea;^iirs,  with  a  fine  breeze  from  north-by-e:i^t, 
and  idir  weather.  We  conimued  making  the  best  of  our  way  to  tiic 
eaalward,  taking  adTantage  of  the  winds,  which  frequently  haiuedfituiii 
oofth-northieaat  to  east,  and  back  agam.  This  gave  us  a  irmj  good 
chance  for  making  easting,  which  we  did  no!  fail  to  impvofe. 

August  r^'/i  —Oil  Tliursdav,  the  12ih  of  August,  at  6,  A  M,,  we 
were  elv'^c  m  wiih  the  west  siae  of  the  island  of  Oiiain,  which  is  the 
piuicipai  of  a  group  called  the  Ladrone  Islands,  situated  m  the  North 
Pacific  Ocean,  between  the  eleventh  and  twenty- eighth  deneea  of 
MthlatiMida,  «id  about  14<y*eaMloiwitiide.  Thair  aartbcf  PM  Um 
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verionsly  stated,  li'otii  eleven  to  sixteen  ;  :iiid  the  naiues  oi  liie  prioci' 
pal  ones  are  Guam,  Baypau,  Tiuiaii,  und  Koia. 

These  islands  were  discovered  iu  the  year  L521,  by  Magellan,  who 
called  them  Islas  de  Ladnnes  ^Islands  of  Thieves),  beeanse  the  n»* 
Hves  stole  every  Uiing  maile  of  uon  which  ^My  oouki  lay  their  hands 
on.  Towards  tlie  close  of  the  seventeenth  century, however,  thcyrc- 
eeiv  ed  tlio  n:\mc  of  }fartana  or  Marianne  Islanils,  iVoin  the  Queen  of 
Spain,  Mary  Ann,  ot  Austria,  mother  of  Charles  IL,  at  vv  liose  expense 
xnis^nariett  were  sent  over  thither,  to  propagate  the  Christian  faiih» 
lift  that  penbd  ihese  iaUnds  were  very  populous ;  but  Spanish  oppres- 
mm  hM  einee  ilinpat  annihilated  the  whole  race  ;  so  that,  w  ith  the  ex- 
ception of  Guam,  every  island  of  the  group  has  become  desolate. 

Few  nations  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  do  so  much  good  lo  the 
cause  ot  philanthropy  uuil  religion  as  Spain ;  but  i'vom  a  niistakeu 
policy  m  the  exercise  ol  thib  power,  none  have  done  so  niucii  mischieC 
no  propaf  atioB  ef  my  religioue  ewed  by  feroe  of  anns  is  the  cUmax 
of  despotism;  eo  monstrous  in  itself,  and  so  utterly  at  731181160  with 
the  benign  precepts  of  tJic  Gospel,  iliat  did  not  the  melancholy  facts 
etare  us  full  in  the  face  from  the  page  of  history,  we  cauK!  scarcely 
believe  iluu  ii  was  ever  ;.  't  mp?«^<l  '"v  i  Christian  imtion.  It  is  lliis 
imstaken  policy  of  Spaiit  aud  i'ui  tu^.ii.  ih.il  has  enslaved  or  depopu- 
kled  wmtm  of  ib»  faiMit  postkms  of  the  globe.  The  Ladione  Idaade 
M  BolaaBho]^  evidences  of  the  trath  of  this  assertion. 

Ob  this  sabioot  I  wish  to  be  correctly  understood.  The  reader  must 
certainly  be  aware  by  this  time  that  I  am  a  strong  advocate  for  the 
prosecuuon  of  missionary  labours;  for  I  liave  experienced  the  bene- 
ficial results  of  their  exertions.  But  I  wish  to  see  those  labours  so  ap- 
^ied  as  to  produce  the  greatest  possible  amount  of  ^ood  deducible 
mm  the  ezleot  of  meant  employed.  The  arte  of  civilization  should 
always  be  taught  first;  they  are  the  beet  and  the  only  proper  pioneers 
to  the  doctrines  of  Christianity.  The  great  Founder  and  Head  of  the 
Christian  religion  said  to  Nicodcmus,  then  about  becoming  a  proselyte, 
**lf  1  have  told  you  of  earthly  things,  mid  ye  believe  not,  how  shall 
ye  believe  h  1  leli  you  of  heavenly  things  1"  How  can  the  natives  of 
a  newly  diaoovered  asland  in  the  raifie  be  persuaded  that  the  Creator 
of  the  nnivene  has  given  hia  ereatures  a  code  of  written  laws,  unless 
they  are  first  made  to  comprehend  what  writing  is,  what  law  is,  and 
what  a  code  is  ?  When  the  most  ignorant  sava^e^^  once  become  con- 
vinced that  a  missionary  can  teach  them  to  be  more  happy  in  this 
world*  they  will  place  the  greater  confidence  in  what  he  says  of  happi- 
ness and  misery  in  the  world  to  come.  If  they  are  not  ml  hiduoM 
to  love  a  brotlier  whom  they  have  eeeoy  how  can  tliey  be  f^ughtlolove 
God,  whom  they  have  nol  eeen  ? 

A  missionary  sliould  go  nnncd — not  wiih  military  wcapmis,  nor  with 
faith  alone — but  with  a  jutiu  ious  and  ample  collection  of  mechanical 
toolg  and  agricultural  implements.  With  these  he  should  commence 
his  laboiirs  of  Iovq  and  usefulness.  His  eariv  comrotmicaiions  to  the 
fodfly  who  eenda  him  on  the  mission  ahoow  not  oonieiB  an  eeeeont 
kljkfi  number  of  nem  converts  who  had  profisssed  the  Christian  fHith» 
and  leeeived  the  outwnrd  waah^g  of  water,  bet  they  eheold  nnmein 
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•entiments  similar  to  those  wbich  Kotzebue  has  put  in  the  numthof  tfce 

capiivc  Alonzo,  when  addressing  ihe  tyrant  Pizarro: — 

"  I  would  gently  lead  tlie  good  IjOs  Casas  by  ibe  hand  llTrou^h  all  die 
lovely  fields  of  Quito ;  there  in  many  a  spot  where  late  was  barren- 
ness and  waste,  I  would  show  him  how  now  the  opening  blossooit 
blade*  or  perfbmed  budt  sweet  basiiM  pledges  of  delicioiis  haifeitv 
wafting  their  influence  to  the  ripeniDg  sun*  give  cheerful  promise  of  the 
hope  qf  industry.  This,  T  wov.ld  say,  is  myirorh  !  Next  I  should  tell 
how  hurtlul  customs  and  supeibULions,  straiii^c  and  sullen,  would  often 
puzzle  and  dismay  the  credulous  minds  of  these  deluded  luuoceHta  ; 
and  then  would  I  point  ou!  to  him,  where  now  in  clustered  villages  they 
live  like  brothers,  sociel  and  coali(Iing«  while  thme^  the  bunuof  day 
content  sits  basking  on  tile  cheek  of  toil,  till  laughing  paelioM  leidii 
thrm  to  the  hour  of  rest ;  this  too  is  mine !  And  prouder  yet,  at  that 
still  panse  between  exrrrif)n  and  repose,  helonging  not  to  pastime, 
lahour,  or  to  rest,  but  unto  HiM  who  «;\nriuins  r^nd  ortlains.  ihem  all,  I 
^vould  tihow  hmi  many  an  eye  and  many  a  iiand  bu  gtnilr.ness  Jrom 
4fT9r  won,  raised  Ik  fwm  devodoit  to  tbetlraeaBd  only  God." 

The  Hebrews  weie  but  semi-barbariuns  when  they  were  emeiieipatsd 
firom  Egyptian  dhifery*  and  all  the  rest  of  the  world  were  idolaters.  But 
eten  this  chosen  people  of  the  Most  High  were  not  ?uflicienlly  ad- 
vanced in  civilization  lo  receive  Uie  genuine  doctrines  o(  theolooy  and 
practical  religion  as  they  were  taught  two  tliou&aud  years  afterward, 
in  that  divine  discourse  of  the  Savioor  called  the  Setmon  on  die  Kount. 
The  lessoftte  dMn  was,  Heart  O  Ismsl!  the  Loid  oar  God  is  one 
Lord  :**  fi>r  this  was  all  they  oonld  oomprehend  in  that  stage  eC  tiMiff 
existence.  After  the  hipse  of  twenty  centuries,  a  very  small  nnmher 
of  these  people  were  found  who  could  receive  tlie  dtK-trine  ol  the 
Trinity.  These  were  then  taught  v,h;it  their  am m  -^lois  rouid  not  have 
received,  that  anger  was  murder,  tiiat  lust  was  adultery,  that  covetous- 
ness  was  theft,  and  thai  they  must  lore  their  enemies. 

Why  should  not  the  same  gradnal  proeees  be  adopted  with  rsspect 
le  the  eottversion  of  the  South  Sea  islanders  ?  They  are  no  more  pre- 
ptirrd  to  receive  ;in  t]ic  evDfif^'flical  doctrines  of  the  (lospel  tinn  the 
Jr\",  s  vvpff  whrii  worssliippmg  the  golden  calf  at  the  foot  of  Mount 
i^m  11.  It  IS  true  the  apostles  made  mo&t  of  liieir  Christian  converts 
among  the  gentUes ;  but  let  it  be  recolleetsd  that  theae  gentileB  ween 
piincipaUy  Gteeks  and  Snmans^  at  that  time  the  most  raOMd,  enlight* 
ened,  and  leaned  natfona  on  the  earth ;  much  better  ea(>acitated  than 
the  Jews  for  receiving  the  true  doctrine.  But  1  am  steeling  oui  eCaqf 
track,  and  will  return  toth*»  T,adrone  Islands. 

August  28//t. — I'rom  ihe  L  ulrone  Inlands  we  steered  lo  the  south 
and  east,  until  Saturday,  the  ibiii  of  August,  when  we  came  to  anchor, 
al  six,  P.  jML,  within  the  eeral  reef  that  swwennds  Be^gli^  Orann; 
belbre  our  anchor  had  fairly  ukea  the  ground,  we  were  visited  by 
many  of  our  old  friends,  all  of  whom  appeared  to  be  very  much  pleased 
tr»  •»f»e  ^^^  afrajri :  nnd  h  token  of  their  friendship,  they  presented  us 
With  cocoanut.'*,  brt* ad -fruit,  and  bananas  ;  m  return  for  which  we  made 
them  presents  of  beads,  knives,  scitt^ors,  iookiiig-gia&ses,  and  a  £iW 
CMna  trialttta. 
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On  the  IbUowioc  mnung,  before  eighd  A.  VLt  we  migiit  hare  walked 
half  a  mile  firom  we  Teeael  on  the  tope  of  canoes,  at  all  points  of  the 
compn^     Evpry  canoe  coHtained  a  quantiiyofcocoanuls,  bread-fruit, 

plajiLauis,  bananas,  and  jjck-fmU;  part  of  which  we  purchase<l,  and 
paid  for  iu  ihe  China  beads.  By  four  o'clock  in  tlic  aficrnoon,  we  had 
more  of  these  fruits  than  we  had  room  for  on  deck,  the  whole  not 
coetiog  more  than  two  didlan'  worth  of  beade. 

The  natives  were  so  well  eatiafied  wit|i  the  liberal  manner  in  ^\  Iiicfi 
we  had  paid  them,  that  they  ppf  sistcd  in  throwing  fruit  upon  deck  for 
some  time  after  we  requested  them  lo  stop.  They  seemed  to  be  deter- 
mined not  to  be  outdone  in  libi  raUiy,  or  fearful  that  they  sliould  not 
sufficieiul^  compensate  for  tiie  anicles  we  had  giveu  them,  which 
they  conaidered  of  IneaiiBiahle  value.  Theac  people  are  eotainly  the 
moat  insereatioff  in  thehr  pianneiat  the  moat  aetive  m  their  movementer 
and  the  most  pleaeiog  in  their  oountenances,  of  any  race  of  aborigines- 
on  any  island  I  have  ever  visited ;  and  the  naiitirul  skill  with  vhirli 
tliey  manage  du  ir  canoes  is  truly  aslonishmi,' ;  but  not  more  so  llian. 
liie  ingenuity  witli  which  Uiey  ure  planned  and  coustmcted,  of  which. 
I  Will  iMompt  a  hrief  daaenpiion. 

The  eanoea  of  theae  natifea  ate  mostly  of  great  length,  carry  ing  from 
fifteen  to  thirty  men.  The  bottom  is  of  one  aiick,  or  log,  generally 
from  thirty  to  tifty  feet  in  length,  nnil  got  out  in  the  form  of  a  canoe> 
mfith  no  other  lools  but  sik  h  as  are  made  of  shells,  &c.  On  this  founda- 
tion they  pro  ceed  lo  buiUl  the  vessel.    Each  side  is  ioraied  of  a  single 

5 lank  or  blab,  from  lourLeen  to  eigUtceu  luclies  in  widdi,  making  tlie 
epth  of  the  beet;  bm  the  two  aidea  are  aac  alike,  one  befaig  iwaily 
fiat  and  atraight  next  the  water,  and  the  other  aomewhat  bulging.  These 
sides  are  sewed  fast  to  the  bottom,  with  a  etmg  eord  made  from  the 
hark  of  a  tree,  and  also  to  a  bcauilfully  earved  head  and  stem,  resem- 
bling those  of  the  ancient  galieja  which  we  o&eo  meet  with  iu  ciaasical 
paintings. 

Am  these  canoes  are  frequently  propelled  by  sails,  and  as  the  bulging 
wide  ia  always  to  wiudwai^  the  fraderwlll  natoraUy  suppose  that  it 
could  not  long  retain  an  nptight  poeidon,  but  wonld  be  liable  to  upset*. 
This  is  prevented,  howe?er,  by  a  very  ingenious  contrivance.  A  iVame,^ 
called  an  outrigger,  projects  out  eight  or  ten  feet  horizontally  from  the 
roimding,  bulging,  or  windward  side,  at  the  extreme  eud  of  which  is 
attached  a  piece  of  buoyant  wood,  shaped  something  like  a  canoe.  The 
woiglit  of  mia  imparatus  prevente  the  boat's  capsizing  to  leeward,  while 
that  ride  bemg  flat  preventa  her  makmg  lee*way.  At  the  aame  tuna 
the  bnoyancy  of  the  outrigger  and  bamboo  frame  rendera  it  ini|MMaibia 
for  her  to  overset  to  AvImUvard.  This  is  the  form  and  construction  of 
their  single  canoes,  which  go  through  the  water  with  great  Telocity* 
whether  propelled  by  paddles  or  sails,  or  both. 

Their  double  canoes  are  formed  in  the  same  maimer  a^  die  one  ju^ 
deeeribed,  with  the  exeeptiQii  of  the  ont-rigger,  whieh  of  oonraa  ia  noc 
necessary.  Two  eatmea  are  laatenod  together  abvaaat  of  oaeh  eifaaiw 
with  bamboos  extended  across  them*  on  the  aame  ptiaeipia  of  t  iwetiim 

tk>n  as  our  twin  ferry-8team!>oaT*t.  Thf*«ie  eano<^??  are  generslly  ahont 
forty  fMi  in  length,  and  the  disuoce  between  them  is  firom  etghi  to  tea 
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feet.  Tho  bamboos  which  unite  them  are  placed  about  two  feet  apart, 
and  stronffty  seeurMl  to  Uie  gurmds  by  a  kshing  of  their  bark  cord, 
Snill  atidcs  of  bamboo  are  then  extended  fore  and  aft,  aecnred  to  tho 

cross  pieces,  tlins  forming  a  light  platform,  from  twenty  to  twenty-five 
feet  in  length,  and  cig!it  or  ion  fpf^r  Tlicy  paddle  on  the  two 

oiit«ides  and  insider  ol"  the  cHnoc^,  propelling  ihcin  forward  with  aston- 
ishing speed,  much  swifter  ilian  our  whale-boats  witli  six  oars,  puUrd 
by  our  most  vigorous  tars.  These  are  called  their  war  canoes,  and 
many  of  them  Etro  Teiy  eorioualy  carved  heads  and  stems,  which  rise 
from  one  to  three  feet  above  the  htdl,  not  nnlike  the  fashion  of  the 
New-Zealanders.  Their  paddles  arc  generally  four  feet  in  length, 
with  blades  about  six  inches  wide,  the  whole  very  neatly  finished  off 
with  carved  work,  admirably  executed 

Their  sails  for  the  single  canoes  are  made  like  their  own  garments,. 
of  a  beMlifiil  long  grass,  whieh  they  have  the  art  of  weaving  into  a 
atvDof  aabatantial  doth,  aniuble  for  all  their  ordinary  purpoaea.  These 
anils  are  shaped  liho  what  io  called  a  shoulder-ofnnatton  sail,**  and  ' 
\t<?fd  in  the  following  manner  The  mast  stant!^  e\-n.'!ly  perpendtcn- 
iar,  in  llie  centre  of  the  cimoc,  being  from  twelve  to  eiylueen  feet  in 
height.  At  the  head  of  ilm  mast  la  hoisted  a  yard,  proportioned  to  the 
size  of  the  canoe,  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  feet  in  length.  The 
aiil  spreada  thia  yacdt  and  when  hoisted  at  the  maawhead,  ili  foot ' 
sweeps  tho  goonet  of  the  eanoe.  Theae  aails  are  cut  in  such  a  manner* 
that  the  canoes  never  need  go  in  stays  when  beating  to  windward, 
being  so  eonstrucled  as  to  go  either  end  fore?nost  When  they  wi-^h 
to  go  on  the  other  tack,  •'be  suddenly  falls  off  uuul  liie  oitu  r  end  of  the 
boat  becomes  the  bead,  and  lulFs  up  to  Uie  wind}  by  which  time  tho 
mm  have  niaed  the  tadt  ob  the  depreaaad  end  of  the  yard,  and  brought 
ita  oppotilo  estromitv  down  to  the  other  end  of  tho  boat,  Thoa  m  - 
haga  iho  wind  on  either  aide  by  toma,  withoat  ever  lookhif  direetly  m 

its  teeth. 

i  have  seen  tlitso  Imats  going  at  the  rate  of  eight  miles  an  hour, 
within  four  points  of  ihc  wind.  But  let  tliem  run  large,  or  before  the 
wind,  with  a  stroaj|  breeze,  and  I  have  uo  doubt  but  they  will  eo  ai  ihe 
rate  of  twelve  <v  Uitrteen  miles  an  hour,  in  smooth  water.  By  only 
shifting  tho  aail,  with  a  side  wind,  these  canoes  will  pass,  back  and 
f(Hrth,  between  two  islands,  each  end  alternately  foremost,  with  great 
rapidity,  without  \hr  ficressitv  of  putting  about.  Thr  «ails,  as  I  ob- 
sf-rvcfU  are  maJc  of  die  same  kind  of  stuff  as  their  u  t  inng  ajipnrel; 
but  It  i!>  made  much  stouter,  and  in  small  pieces  of  about  three  feet 
aqnaie,  aewed  together.  In  cutting  the  sail  lo  its  proper  shape,  th^ 
pieeoa  whieh  oonse  off  one  aide  aaawer  to  go  on  ihoother;  this  ^vet 
it  the  proper  fern,  and  eaoaca  the  halliarda  to  be  bout  on  in  tho  middlo 

of  the  yard. 

As  these  canoes  are  nse<l  prlnrlpally  in  fishing,  it  will  be  proper,  in 
this  place,  to  mention  their  imp!  cm  ruts  and  apparatus  for  that  business. 
Their  nets  and  seines  arc  made  of  twine,  which  they  manufacture  from 
Iho  btrii  of  a  Ifoo.  Tho  aMohea  an  about  an  inch  a^uare,  and  tfio 
length  of  tho  ocino  from  fifteen  to  twenty  ftthoma,  wnh  a  depth  of 
fiftMB  fo  tighliM  foit»  InMaad  of  oorit  floaliia,  ihrf  mm  amali  jonH 
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of  the  bamboo,  and  for  kad  sinkers  they  substiiut*?  small  sraootb 
heavy  stojjos,  Tlieir  hooks  ami  lines  are  also  vcrv  inwfniiously  con- 
atrUGted ;  the  lurmer  being  made  oi  luoiiief-of-peari  bheii.  aud  tor- 
toiae-sheiL  The  peari-ehell  k  ada{»ted  t(»  ibis  purpose,  a»  h»tk» 
of  this  kind  require  no  bait ;  for  the  shioiag  property  of  the  ebdl  do- 
ceiVes  the  fish,  which  darte  at  the  fatal  iIluetoti«  ana  swallows  it  witbovfc 
hesitation.  Their  lincf*  are  made  of  the  same  materials  as  their  nets; 
they  are  very  neatly  twisted,  aud  of  nreat  btrenjjth.  Ah  juoplc 
spend  a  great  portion  of  liieir  lime  in  dnhdig^  they  ihiuk  it  but  a  tniic 
to  go  Cony  or  iifty  miles  a  day  in  search  of  their  prey,  and  return  the 
same  evening. 

On  our  first  visii  to  these  itlaods,  I  stated  that  a  circle  lof  abeot  kvtf 

small  islands  surrounded  several  larger  ones,  four  of  which  were  about 
thirty  mdes  in  circumference.  Only  the  interior  islands  are  inlinbited, 
and  they  contain  a  population  of  about  Uilrly-five  thousand,  divided  mio 
two  distinct  races.  The  two  principal  we^itemmosi  i&Unds,  wiilk  a  lew 
smaU  ones,  are  peopled  by  a  copper-oolomed  ladntt  face;  whSe  th» 
two  eastemmoec,. with  their  depetMettciea^^xiBtain  »  wee  meee  ntfuijp 
-allied  to  the  uegro ;  and  they  nvqnently  make  war  upon  each  other*  as 
1  understood  from  both  parties,  although  they  were  now  at  peaee,  and 
cn  friendly  terms.  The  blacks  are  the  most  numerous,  bemg  about 
twenty  tliou^and  in  number,  wlule  the  Indians  do  not  exceed  fifteen 
thousand.  I  will  here  attempt  a  brief  description  of  both*  commeBcing 
whh  the  negro  tribe,  on  thelwo  ewtmnott  iilaads* 

In  stature  the  men  are  about  five  feet  tea  inches,  well  piopoi^ 
tioned,  muscular,  and  active ;  with  prominent  swelling  chests,  will* 
noiiMed  limbs,  and  small  feel  andhan<ls.  Their  hair  is  fine  and  much 
curled,  but  not  like  the  African's.  TUcir  iurcheads  are  hieh  and  up- 
right, iheir  cheek-bones  elevated,  their  noses  well  formed,  aud  theur 
lips  moderately  thin.  They  have  bemtiful  white  teeth*  bread  ohias, 
abort  thick  neeka,  broad  shoulders,  and  small  ears,  standing  m  littIo'> 
more  off  firom  the  head  than  ours.  Th^r  eyes  are  black,  bright,  quiclc, 
and  penetrating:,  witli  liiiih  and  lonj^  eyelashes.  The  general  expres- 
eion  of  tlic  countenance  iudieatrs  a  licrce  and  durinii;  teniperamciit. 

Around  the  waist  or  lunu  they  wear  a  uut,  made  of  the  bark  of  a 
tree,  handsomely  woven,  and  tastefully  ornamented  with  a  variety  of 
fiouiee  of  different  cohMin*  They  also  wear  head  omainema,  made 
of  the  same  materials,  beautifully  adorned  with  different  kiflds  of  icalb- 
«it;  and  this,  when  placed  upon  tlie  head,  resembles  alow  turbem 
surmounted  with  a  rich  and  gaudy  fringe.  The  chiefs  have  their  e;*rs 
split,  or  the  rim  so  cut  as  to  present  a  large  opening,  in  which  tliey 
wear  blocks  of  very  light  wood,  often  as  big  ati  a  mm's  \^  rist.  This 
is  generally  tastefully  decorated  wiili  a  variety  oi  bcuuid'ul  feather«>, 
ahuks'  teeth,  ite.  They  also  wear  about  their  neeks  necklaces  of 
tofloisMheU,  pearl-shell,  and  lofts  of  fine  feathers.  Their  bodiea  wn 
very  much  tattooed,  and  the  operation  is  geaeiaUy  executed  m  qvlo  a 
tasteful  manner,  having  the  appearance  of  armour  Thev  paint  their 
hair  red,  and  their  faces  yellow  and  white  ;  except  w  lien  ^umg  to  war, 
when  the  latter  are  pauitcd  red,  to  heiglueu  their  ^'rocious  appearance. 

Tha  waOMa  are  small  in  size,  with  very  handsome  dehcaie  features. 
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and  a  dark  sparkling efe,  expr essive  of  tenderaesi  and  affection.  They 
have  nmi  ta»nkM  olMta,  ttaidcf  waiMs,  wnll  ktndi  ud  fett, 
MmiglK  lept  aaklM.  In  tbort,  they  teeai  to  be»  in  ciwy 

respect,  admirably   fiucd  for  the  tendtr  ottoet  of  lore     and,  aotttef 

aside  ourinnntc  prejudice  to  certain  complpxions,  their  personal  charms 
aro  of  very  superior  order.  Thrv  do  not,  however,  neglect  the  "  for- 
eijia  aid  oi' ornaineul  i"  but  deck  ihemselves  with  the  ricliesl  feathers 
and  shells  they  can  obtain,  through  parental  and  fraternal  ailection,  or 
thegaUasuy of Icmn  or  iRwbaiido;  Aiomidthoir  hoad and  neektef 
wear  inaiiy  kinds  of  ornaments,  mad*  of  the  ipoib  of  hmk  aikl  fishes  ; 
their  arms  and  legs  are  also  decorated  in  a  similar  manner,  while  their 
hrrnsis  ;ir<' t  Jistefullv  but  vrrv  lij»hil  v  tattooed.  They  likewise  wear  a 
small  aproii,  t  ioht  inrlirs  \^  ](ie,  and  twelve  iiiehes  long,  ^vhich  thev  in- 
geniously urnaincui  around  the  edges  in  a  rery  pretty  manner,  witii  a  dia- 
Bood  worked  in  tilo  centra,  of  Hctle  choice  rilolb.  OferaH  dieyiraiir 
a  ek>ak  or  nMunle,  nnde  of  a  fine  eflky  grass,  woven  with  great  ekiS 
and  neatness,  some  of  which  are  tastdbllv  hcmler^  and  fringed.  This 
ffarment  is  about  citrht  feet  in  Irn^yth.  ann  six  feet  wide,  with  a  hole  in 
the  inrdfile  just  large  enough  10  .idmii  the  bead;  and  when  worn,  it 
mich  resembles  the  South  American  poncho. 

The  duties  and  avocations  of  the  females  consist  in  making  all  the 
cMiing,  fiehing-Iinoat  and  nets;  oeokmg  the  Ibod,  and  taking  enra  of 
the  ehildran;  which  latter  task  they  perform  with  exemplary  care, 
attention,  and  tenderness.  They  are  very  kind  and  affectionate  to 
their  husbands  ;  an<l  the  Vmut  in  return  treat  tljoir  wives  with  a  delicacy 
and  respect  that  intght  put  some  Christians  to  the  blush.  In  short,  thev 
are  promising  subjects  for  the  0|>eratien8  of  judicious  missionaries,  who 
attach  mora  hnportanoe  to  praetied  Ann  to  theontical  fidiglon* 

The  two  weataranM  Manda,  aa  I  have  eaid,  ara  peo|^ed  by  aboni 
flfben  thousand  copper-coloured  Indians,  who  are  somewhat  Ics^.  In 
5-t:trtire  than  the  nrc^ro  tribe  I  have  just  attempted  to  describe.  'Dm 
nu  n  p.TP  'generally  only  about  five  feet  cii^ht  inches  in  height ;  but 
they  are  stouter,  stronger,  more  athletic,  and  better  calculated  for  war, 
and  enduring  hardships,  than  the  darker  skinned  tribe  just  alluded  to. 
They  ara  Yeiy  aetifo>  and  remaikablyetraog.  I  have  seen  aeveral  of 
them,  who  wonld  not  weig|i  mora  than  one  nondred  and  fi(\y  pounds 
each,  Un  oar  small  bower  anchor,  weighing  upwards  of  six  hundred, 
^rith  apparently  as  much  en«?e  as  I  could  lift  a  hundred  weight  ;  and  yet 
they  live  entirely  on  Iruit  ;ind  fish,  without  «^»miu1ant8  of  any  descrip- 
tion. They  have  straight  round  bodies,  wiUi  full  chests,  muscular 
limbs,  and  welKformed  hands  and  feet. 

Their  complezkm  ia  a  very  light  coppercolotur ;  their  hairUaek  and 
long,  and  generally  neatly  **  done  up**  on  the  top  of  the  head.  They 
hare  hij^h  prominent  foreheads,  indicative  of  intellectual  capabilities, 
at  the  lower  edge  of  whif'h,  espf»fi;d1v  with  the  females,  are  a  pair  of 
long  jct-i)|;ick  silken  eyelashes,  with  more  than  what  we  would  consider 
a  usual  curve.  These  are  merely  tlic  drapenr  or  windo  w*carlains  under 
which  the  aeul  peepe  iat  §nm  hrr  palace,  through  the  crysiat  medhnn 
of  a  pair  of  bright  penetrating*  hlaek  eyes.  Their  (bees  are  roond, 
phnnpi,  and  IhH ;  the  chssh  hantii  nai  heiag  so  high  aa  ie  nanai  wMi 
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Oilier iavtge  tribes.  They  hmvc  a  handsome  not^  owitfUiif  iikf  ilMn 

with  a  mouth  well  proportioned  to  the  other  featuret  of  the  face,  and  a 
beautiful  set  of  teeth,  whiter  than  the  purest  Ivory.  Dimpled  cheeks 
and  double  chins  are  common  to  the  VDung  ol  boih  sexes.  Tlie  men 
have  short  thick  necks,  the  frout  pan  ut  which  is  generally  covered 
with  a  long  black  beard,  which  b^ernittcd  lopowonly  fnnthochiiw 
Some  of  tbcir  principtl  chiefs,  however,  wetr  rmy  huge  iMetaduoe. 
They  have  laifo  ears,  in  the  lower  part  of  whieh-is  n  sJit  enfficiently 

large  for  the  reception  of  an  ornament  of  the  size  of  a  poose-egg.  This 
is  often  decoi  Liicd  wiih  the  leetli  of  various  kin<ls  of  fish,  shells,  birds* 
bill*,  feathers,  utid  tlowcrs  oi  tlie  valleys.  I'hey  also  wear  a  neck 
ornament  of  nearly  the  satne  materials.  They  are  seldom  iattoood^ 
exceotrng  from  the  lower  part  of  ihe  nock  to  the  pit  of  tho  eiomadi; 
which  is  often,  on  the  breast  of  m  dueC  oi»  untnterroptod  tattoo,  lopce- 
senting  various  imaginary  figures,  executed  with  much  taste  and  neat- 
ness.  The  dress  of  both  sexes  is  like  that  of  (heir  eastern  neighbours, 
from  which  it  docs  not  vaj-y  iji  any  important  parucular.  They  wear 
rings,  or  bracelets,  of  tortoise-sheii  chi  their  arnio,  and  of  j>car^i>iiell 
on  thev  legs  and  aaolee.  For  pemonal  cleanlineM  they  may  defy 
competition  with  any  people  on  earth.  l*hej  ire  nalivally  good- 
humoured,  friendly,  lively,  cheerful,  and  active  ;  uncommonly  kind  and 
affectionntc  to  their  wtv^  nod  chUd£^  and  pay  greai  dcfiiraice  end 
respect  to  age. 

The  women  generally  are  oi  about  liie  same  hize  as  ours,  delicately 
ferawdi  with  ▼etysloodcr  wniste,  end  ei^iitoitclyBiooldedhttit»>  TkM^ 
hende  and  feet  are  not  than  thoeeof  onrchildienattwdlfeyem 
of  nge ;  and  I  have  frequently*  with  both  hands,  epeoned  the  waiite  of 

girls  of  eighteen  :ind  twenty  yenrs  old.  Tlicy  are  marriageable  at  the 
age  of  one  hundred  aud  hfiy  moons,  whu-h  is  about  twelve  years. 
They  have  small  iieads,  high  iureiicads,  large  bkck  eyes,  full  pfnmf> 
cheeks,  handsomely-formed  noses,  small  mouth,  and  its  never.iaihng 
appendage  in  this  ptit  of  the  wodd,  a  beantifol  eet  of  leetb,  which  adds 
a  thousand  chaims  to  each  bewitching  smile.  Their  ears  are  nuM^ 
and  their  necks  very  delicately  formed,  back  of  which  Bows  their  long 
black  hnir,  when  not  done  up  on  the  back  of  tlic  head.  They  are  ex- 
treiiu  ly  modest  and  sensitive  on  particular  subjects,  and  blushes  can 
firequcntly  be  seen  playing  through  tlte  darkness  of  their  complexioos. 
Their  countenances  ever  express  ▼iraeity  and  cheerfufaeee ;  theis 
movementa  are  «laatic  and  sylph-like ;  area  the  Virginian  Poeahontast 
on  the  score  of  personal  attractions  and  tenderness  of  dispontion,  would 
be  thrown  in  tlie  shade  by  a  compariaon  with  the  faaciBiting  Aiaalea 

of  Berp^h's  Croup. 

Chaiiiityand  t'uirlity  in  the  marrlafrc  state  are  innate  princ  iples  wiiii 
these  people;  and  the  possibdity  ol  llicir  violauon  is  hardly  conceived 

of.  Conaequeutly,  their  ooDjugal  connexisni  ara  afaaoet  anifenBly 
happy.  A  wife  never  speaka  to  her  haabaad  wiihoat  a  aoiSe  of  afcc 

tion  on  her  countenance ;  and  in  all  my  intercourse  with  them,  I  never 

lieard  a  inan  speak  harshly  or  unkintlly  to  a  iemale.  Tlicir  :^ori;il 
attiu  lnnenif?  are  also  very  strong,  and  even  the  most  distant  relauon- 
ahips  appear  to  be  lieid  more  sacred  than  the  nearest  and  closest  are 
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Bometimes  held  among  civilized  Amencans.  They  arc  iaithful  frienciAi 
good  DeigfalMiin»  and  pay  implicit  oMienee  to  mm  laws  and  cusUmbs 
by  which  tfaiy  m  goveniod.  Acts  of  injustico  and  opprenion  m 
scaredy  kjMywn  among  them ;  but  charity,  kindness,  and  benev^nce 

prevail  to  the  greatest  extent.  Thpy  will  light  bravely  in  t!ie  cause  of 
a  friend  ;  but  arc  never  quarrelsome  or  revengeful  on  account  of  any 
private  injury  liiey  may  have  received  themselves.  Their  personal 
contests  are  very  rare,  however ;  but  when  they  do  oecwr,  they  are 
eondooled  with  the  etrietest  regaid  to  honour  and  fair  play.  A  mail 
will  not  attack  his  neighbour,  whatever  be  his  provocation,  until  he  has 
first  ascertained  that  ilie  physical  prowess  of  his  anlagoiiist  is  not 
much  itiferior  to  liis  own ;  aii  they  hold  it  in  abhorieuce  to  take  advan- 
tage ot*  tlie  weak. 

For  active  iadustrv,  cheerful  diligence,  and  patient  perseverance  no 
rarallel  can  be  IbiiM  lor  them  among  the  nativee  of  any  iaiand  m  tho 
Pacific  Oeean,  thai  1  hare  ever  viaitcd.  The  men,  women,  and  chil* 
dren  are  aH  in  active  motion  from  sunrise  to  sunset ;  either  in  catching 
lish,  or  at  work  on  their  cT^noes,  war  implements,  fishing  apparatus^ 
wearing  apparel,  or  h;ibu:itions.  Every  thing  they  do  is  executed  with 
the  greatest  neatness  and  ingenuity,  noiwiihstaudiog  they  iiavc  no  better 
tools  than  such  as  they  tSenaelfif  manuftetsre  fiXHtt  MUb^  alooesr 
and  'the  tecih  of  fiah.  It  is  expressly  foihidden  by  their  laws  to 
remain  in  bed  after  the  am  has  risen,  cases  of  sickness  and  bodily 
infirmity  ex-^f  pted  ;  dyspepsia  and  Hver  complaints,  therefore,  with  the 
thousand  and  one  ills  that  civilized  flesh  is  heir  tOt  are  unknown  to  th« 
natives  of  these  happy  islands. 

In  describing  the  virtues  and  amiable  qualitie^i  oi  ihe&e  natives,  i 
would  not  be  understood  to  say  that  there  were  no  exeeptiona,  norany 
solitary  Instaneaa  of  ▼iolaiing  the  laws*  A  perfect  sute  of  society 
does  nott  and  perhaps  never  caO}  exist  on  this  diversified  globe.  Tbie 
▼ery  necessity  of  a  law  implies  the  eonfrarv.  To  strike  a  woman  is 
justly  coubuJt  red  by  the  natives  oi  Bcrgh's  iiroup  as  an  unnatural  and 
tinmaniy  act,  whatever  may  be  the  provocation.  But  if  a  woman  prove 
refractory,  disobedient,  or  abusive  to  her  husband,  and  gentle  means 
win  not  raelaim  hor,  she  is  transported  to  a  email  island  of  the  group* 
whaio  none  hat  women  reside,  and  the  man  who  Is  known  to  uke  one 

of  them  off,  without  permission  of  the  government,  must  suffer  death. 
Punishments  suU  more  severe  are  inflicted  on  the  man  who  ill-treala 

Ills  wife. 

■  For  feata  of  strength,  a^iiiiy,  and  addre:&s  some  of  tlicse  native 
would  put  our  best  eocua  periormeia  to  tho  blneh.  They  wiH  throw 
a  rapid  suceeaakm  of  somersets,  hack  and  forward,  without  any  thing 
clastic  beneath  their  feet;  and  they  are  equally  expert  in  tnnoiiig, 
jumping,  climbing,  pitching  heavy  substances,  &,c.  Thoy  will  ascend 
a  cocoanui-tree,  which  h  tali,  straight,  ;ind  smooth  as  the  mast  of  a 
ship,  with  as  much  apparent  ca&e  and  agiiity  a.i  a  sailor  will  ascend 
the  railinea  of  shronds  that  have  just  been  weU  set  up.  They  exoct  nia* 
m  awunmini^  and  appear  lo  he  as  much  at  home  in  tho  water  aa  tho 
seal  or  tho  tortoise.  They  will  dive  to  tho  boilom  in  fifteen  ftihoma 
of  water,  and  hriag  up  half  a. dozen  peaH  oysters,  with  aa  moeli 
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«aae  as  Mae  of  our  best  swimrnew  irii  g»  liwm  in  three  Mumbb, 

and  bring  nny  thing  from  bottom, 

WiUi  resprct  to  the  religious.  mIc  is  ihcse  islanders,  the  liiilc  Hilor- 
malion  i  obiamed  may  be  coinnuirncatcd  in  a  few  words.  They 
beliefe  that  aU  thiiigs  are  created  by  some  wise  and  powerful  Being, 
hIk)  niles  ortr  and  gowma  the  wMe,  ainl  whoee  residence  »  abm 
the  fltan ;  Ifairt  he  witehes  over  all  his  children,  and  all  anfmaiad 
things,  with  paternal  care  and  alTcciion  ;  th;it  he  providrs  food  for  man, 
for  the  birds,  fiJ^h,  and  inserts  ;  the  most  minute  being  intended  to  feed 
the  iar^r,  and  the  wliolc  to  sustain  the  hmnan  race  ;  thai  the  Creator 
waters  liiese  islands  wiiti  his  own  hand,  by  pouring  down  seasonable 
nine  fie*  aWfe;  that  lie  planted  i1m»  eoeoaneMiee,  the  hread^rnit, 
and  all  the  other  trees,  together  with  every  shrub,  plant,  and  spire  of 
mtai '  that  good  actions  are  pleasing  te  htnit  bat  that  bad  aetions  make 
mm  angry  :  that  tliey  shall  be  h:ippy  or  miserable  Tifroafter,  acronlincj 
to  their  conduct  in  this  life  :  (!iat  titc  i^oo<}  will  then  live  on  a  group  of 
lovely  islands,  still  inore  pleasant  and  beautiful  than  their  own,  while 
tlw  Md  ehatl  be  eepanrtaa  fiom  them,  and  transported  to  some  rocky 
dawlali  isiand  wfcwe  there  are  no  eocoenms,  nor  btead-Mt,  nor  Ireah 
water,  nor  fish,  nor  a  abigle  Yeatige  of  vegetation.  They  have  no 
tempie";,  rhnrrheH,  or  forms  of  worsSip ;  bat  say  ibey  lore  the  SnpienM 
Being  lor  his  goodnoss  to  them. 

They  hold  the  iiiainagt!  contraet  to  be  a  sacred  and  binding  obliga- 
tioii ;  xad  tliat  it  must  be  solemnized  either  in  presence  of  the  kin£,  or 
mm  ef  hb  majesty's  principal  efuefs  dalj  aadioriaed  and  delegated  for 
^at  imrpose.  j^evioos  to  this  contract  being  mde^  no  restraint  is 
imposed  upon  either  party,  and  the  unmarried  woman  m^heaiow 
her  fnvonr^  on  whom  she  pleases,  without  incurring  censure,  or 
leelmg  conscious  of  doinij  wronj?.  Buf  once  married,  and  a  false 
step  is  infamy.  A  pregnant  female,  married  or  unmarried,  is  looked 
upon  with  respect  and  honour ;  while  she  herself,  with  conscioiis  pride 
of  her  own  fruilfiilneaai  is  very  for  fiom  takiag  any  pains  to  eoaeeal 
her  aitnatien.  A  yoang  native  in  searefa  of  a  wife  genersHy  gives 
.the  preferenre  to  one  who  has  already  given  sneh  ineonUOveuihle 
Ofideucc  ol  hf  r  utility  to  bitild  him  up  u  family. 

Their  iuiu  r  il  rues  are  also  someuii  it  sinqular  and  peculiar.  On 
llie  decease  oi  a  near  relative,  they  abstam  iroai  all  kinds  of  food  for 
fnrty-eight  hours ;  and  Ibr  one  month  afterward,  they  take  noAing  but 
froit,  depriving  themselvea  entirely  of  liah,  whieh  is  thehr  greateat 
hnury.  For  the  loss  of  a  parent,  or  a  eonjngal  partner,  they  also 
retire  in  solitude  to  the  mountains,  for  three  months.  Bnt  duty  now 
'•otujxds  me  to  add  another  circumstance,  which  for  the  honour  of 
human  nature,  1  wi^li  t  onhl  bp  omitted  consislemly  with  truth. — > 
The  death  of  the  king,  or  a  prmcipal  chtcf^  is  always  celebrated  by 
MMMUi  aaerttiosa !  Scvanl  meat  wmnen,  and  ehiMren  are  selected  as 
his  hoQoraiy  atteodanta  to  the  wetid  of  apirits ;  and  ibey  are  piood  of 
iba  diwinction,  Ibr  they  are  Med  in  the  same  grave  with  him !  On 
thesp  orcnsion«?,  and  for  two  months  after  the  funeral  obsequies  of  a 
^'hief,  not  a  canoe  is  allowed  to  float  vpou  the  w  ifcr.  A  few  huouttie 
nussiomuries  would  soon  dispel  this  dark  cloud  ol  superstition. 
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I  hm  tLrMify  uftd  thai  tboladiu  nee,  wfaftinku^ 

UUiai^*^  aad  the  negro  race,  who  inhalnl  th*  two  ei^eru  islandt.  mm 
fli^cn  at  war  with  eacl»  oiher ;  but  I  have  not  yet  mentioned  ihcir  pecu- 
liar mode  of  commencing  and  carrying  on  hosftlines.  Fxom  aUICAtt 
learn,  the  loUowinK  is  ihcir  general  plan  of  opciaUons. 

If  the  western  i&lauders  have  received,  or  think,  they  liave  received, 
muk  injury  b&m  tbeir  etama  neighbonis*  tbey  aend  Uia  aggrcaaora  naiiatt* 
by  an  agent  duly  authorized  lor  the  ouaaion,  that  in  five  dayafiran  that 
data  (for  Ihey  idways  give  five  days^  notice),  at  such  an  hour,  and  in 
such  a  plif^e,  a  certain  nurnber  of  warriors  will  land  on  tlieir  ttrriiory 
from  a  specitied  nil  ml  jt  r  ot  canoes,  .armed  and  equipp*'  !  m  such  and 
auch  a  manner ;  at  wiuch  time  and  place  negotiatiou^  may  be  opened, 
for  explaoationa  and  tine  vedreaa  of  grievaneea. 

The  landing,  the  meetmg,  and  the  negotiation,  all  take  place  aceoed- 
iigly;  awl  if  the  antiioet  of  dispute  be  amicably  adjusted,  the  affair 
terminates  with  a  banquet,  and  both  parlies  are  sati-fml.  But  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  fail  to  agree,  "  then  comes  ilie  lug  of  war.""  An 
equal  number  of  warriors  meet  the  complaiiiauis,  face  to  face,  and 
^  Iti  ihc  hardest  fend  off.""  For  half  an  hour  they  fight  like  ferocious 
tigers,  dealing  ooi  wiNUids  and  death  without  pity  or  compuuetaoiL 
They  then  aeparate,  as  if  by  mutual  coaaent,  and  reat  for  tiie  remaindor 
of  the  day ;  both  parties  remaining  near  the  field  of  battiet  buryiqg 
dieir  doad,  and  attending  to  the  wants  of  the  wounded. 

Uu  the  follow iug  day,  when  both  parlies  liavc  declared  ihemselves. 
in  readiness,  die  contest  is  renewed,  widi  twofold  earueatuess,  and 
GOQtioiies  twiot  die  tliDe  of  the  yeaieidajf'a  battle,  iiiili»s  one  of  the 
contending  parties  ahould  give  in,  and  yield  the  victory  to  the  other. 
On  the  coBtrarTt  At  the  tennination  of  an  hour's  hard  fighting,  tliey 
again  separate,  lay  aside  their  weapons,  and  a8si.*?t  each  other  in  bury- 
ing the  dead,  and  giving  relief  to  ike  wounded,  in  the  most  amicable 
manner.  On  the  third  day  the  fate  of  the  campaign  is  decided.  They 
commence  the  batUe  in  the  morning,  and  continue  it  uniil  one  of  tlie 
paniea  ia  beaten.  If  it  be  the  uiTadera,  thcv  forfeit  their  eanoea  and 
weapooa  to  the  coiuiiieror^  who  are  bound  lo  give  the  vaaqiibfaed  a 
ieaat,  and  convey  titem  to  their  own  islands  in  safety,  where  a  treaty 
of  peace  is  ratified  by  another  feast,  which  lasts  two  days.  The  two 
irtland^  will  then  be  in  mourning  for  fifteen  days,  in  Itononr  of  tin  ii* 
friends  who  have  lallcu  iii  bailie.    After  ihis  a  fhejidly  uilercaurse  is 

renewed,  and  both  parties  pass  and  repaaa  fioin  their  reapeetive  ialaoda 
aa  usual. 

Oo  the  other  hand,  should  tlie  invading  party  prove  victorious,  the 
others  will  accede  to  their  demands,  and  make  the  bc^r  treaty  cir- 
oumstanrcs  will  allow,  always  raiilicd  by  a  of  two  duralion. 
The  prisoners  taken  during  the  actiou  belong  to  the  iuilivniuais  who 
take  them,  if  their  party  be  victorious ;  otherwise  they  are  given  up  to 
the  eonqoerors ;  but  the  yielding  party  are  never  ooouderad  or  tiealed 
as  pfiaonera,  but  are  honourably  used,  and  sent  to  their  leipectavit 
homes,  as  before  stated. 

The  weapons  with  wliich  tljcse  battles  are  decided  consist  of  speara 
made  of  very  light  wood,  and  pointed  waU  flim-atoae  or  hah-bonna^ 
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sad  aaodiAr  kind  made  of  very  heavy  wood,  about  iixtem  feet  in  length* 

sharply  poinied,  and  hardened  in  the  fire.  These  they  will  throw  to 
the  distance  of  thirty  or  forty  yards,  at  n  mnrk  the  size  of  a  mm,  and 
never  miss  it,  generally  hiiiino-  ii  near  tlie  centre.  The  jiomts  of  thrir 
weapons  are  never  poisoned;  but  wlieiher from  a  principle  oi  hoiiour, 
or  Uie  want  ef  means,  I  was  not  infonaed.  Their  war  elttbs  ara  mada 
ofa  species  of  wood  whieh  mueh  resembles  oar  Aislie ;  being  from  six 
to  eight  feet  in  length,  and  abottt  Che  size  of  a  ntan^s  wrist  at  each  end, 
but  smaller  in  the  middle  ;  very  smoothly  wrought,  handsomely  pro- 
portioned ;  and,  in  some  parts,  elegantly  carved.  They  grasp  ihrin 
by  the  centre,  and  cxerci!>c  whh  them  much  in  the  same  manner  as  an 
Iririiman  plays  with  hb  **  sprig  of  shilalch."  With  this  weM>on  I  have 
aaen  ona  man  keep  htUf  a  dozen  at  bay  at  the  same  time.  Their  slings, 
with  which  they  geneiany  commence  the  battle,  are  made  of  the  fibres 
of  the  bark  of  a  tree ;  and  are  about  three  feel  in  length  when  doubled. 
In  the  centre'  is  formed  a  very  neat  sarldle  for  the  stone,  which 
generally  the  size  of  a  noose-cjg  ;  this  they  will  throw  from  one  hun- 
dred to  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  w  itli  loicrable  precision. 

The  habitations  of  these  islandera  are  happily  comrireif  and  inge- 
niously constructed.  In  size  they  vaty  from  twenty  to  sixty  feet  m 
length,  and  from  ten  to  thirty  feet  in  breadth ;  being  only  one  story 
high,  with  nnTulnr  roofs,  neatly  thatche  d  with  cnrorinut  and  palm  leaves, 
which  rciuirr  ihcm  completely  water-tight.  The  sides  of  the  house? 
arc  covered,  diiiins  liic  rainy  season,  with  large  mats,  made  of  thf*. 
same  materials,  which  are  put  up  about  the  last  of  November,  and 
remored  again  about  the  fint  of  Febmary,  and  stowed  away  under 
the  pitch  of  tlie  roof,  in  a  plaee  constructed  for  that  purpose.  Thns, 
for  nearly  ten  montlis  of  the  year,  the  air  has  a  free  circulation  throogh 
all  parts  of  the  house,  both  iv::]a  and  day.  WJien  the  tight  water- 
prof  mats  arc  removed  in  1"  ebruary,  their  place  is  supplied  for  the 
pleasant  season  by  a  set  of  opeu-work  mats,  resrmbiitig,  in  appearance, 
the  top  or  staysaU  netting  of  a  ship,  and  forming  a  beautiful  substitute 
for  lattiee-werk.  The  floors  are  caipeted  with  coarse  mats,  which 
are  regularlT  washed  once  a  week,  at  the  sea'shore. 

Their  beds  are  soft  mats,  very  finely  wrought,  of  which  the  morp 
dclir.iic  and  luxurious  hnvc  several  thicknesses  or  layers, piled  on  each 
other.  Some  of  tlic  females  who  are  mothers  have  baskets,  or 
cradles  of  wickervvoik,  suspended  to  the  roof  of  the  house,  for  the 
youn^  children  to  sleep  in.  They  hare  also  a  kind  of  bed  or  crib  very 
ingeniously  contrived  for  the  atek,  conaisting  of  a  large  strong  mat* 
stretched  on  a  frame  of  bamboo,  elevated  abont  eighteen  inches  from 

the  floor,  and  furnished  with  sides  of  network.  These  are  so  cov.- 
trived,  with  a  hole  or  opening  in  ilic  centre,  that  the  patirni  who  la 
very  l»>v  need  not  he  <li>iu»bed  by  the  necessary  calls  of  nature. 
Over  these  cribs,  or  sick-beds,  are  suspended  large  fans,  made  of  palm 
leares,  which  the  patient  can  easily  pnt  in  motkm  In^  a  tmall  cord. 
They  also  hare  finely*wronght  mats,  made  expreaaly  to  eat  from, 
which  after  aveiy  meal  are  immediately  taken  to  the  water  and  washed. 
In  short,  on  the  score  of  personal  and  dorrtrsiir  clcmliness,  these 
isianders  of  Bergh*s  Group  ezoei  ereiy  race  of  people  1  ever  saw  or 
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•liMid  of;  aad  my  wife  finqoooUy  tellt  me»  in  Imt  ptaylhl  mamMr, 
tbat  for  her  impiovtiiMiit  in  the  science  of  hmwekeeping  the  it 
iwdtibted  lo  the  lessons  she  received  from  the  Igdies  of  Bngh's  6roii|i. 

Their  houses  are  arrnnEjod  in  rlinfer*;,  or  small  viHnn^p?  ;  stnndiniT 
in  regular  rows,  with  sEieei;*  bcisvccn  tliem,  about  fiUv  fnihoiiis  wide. 
Each  iKHise  has  a  spacious  yard  attached  to  it,  tturroimdcd  by  a  bam- 
boo fence,  so  eonetriieied  as  to  admit  a  free  eircolation  of  the  air.  la 
•tlw  eentie  of  eadi  Tillage  i»  the  reaidenee  of  a  chief,  who  directs  all 
its  aflfaira  in  tbe  ciquicity  of  magistrate,  and  to  whose  judgment  all 
local  dispiitesj  are  submitted  ;  with  the  right  of  appealing  from  hie  de- 
cision to  that  of  the  king,  or  head  chief  of  the  tribe. 

These  islands  arc  moderately  elevated,  each  of  them  hcin;?  high  in 
the  centre,  und  Mradually  descending  inlo  beauLilitl  ^itlieys  and  fertile 
plaina  tow^^di  £o  slioioa,  at  all  pointa  of  the  compass,  with  enratal 
■etieanis  running  into  the  sea  in  every  direction.  It  will  caaify  be 
eoneeived  that  a  gioap  of  ialaoda  thua  iitiiated,  near  the  equator* 
covered  with  a  deep  mellou*  soil,  and  presenting  siu-h  fratnrr?!  to  a 
tropical  sun,  must  i'  tui  \vah  vegetable  life  iu  rapid  und  perpetual  sur- 
cession.  Indeed,  1  daubt  if  llie  last  word  be  appropriate  where  blos- 
aoms  and  ripe  fruii  adorn  the  same  trees,  and  even  the  same  branches, 
niaiapeiacd  with  tbe  aame  kind  of  fruit  in  all  its  different  stages  and 
gndationa  of  existence.  Every  falling  leaf  is  merely  pushed  from 
its  stem  hr  a  newly  formed  successor,  while  the  full-seeded  plants, 
grass,  and  vegetables  are  compelled  to  ?^ive  place  to  a  premature  off- 
«pnn?.  Spring,  summer,  and  aulinnu  arc  here  in  perpetual  eonien- 
tiou  lor  the  supremacy.  Winter  merely  takes  a  hasty  peep  at  the 
contest,  and  retires  with  an  animating  smile  even  sweeter  than  their 
4iwn* 

Were  the  inhabitants  of  these  islands  qnly  possessed  of  a  little 
agricultural  knowledge,  and  would  exercise  it  with  a  lithe  of  the  skill 
and  ingenuity  which  ihev  di^ipl  tv  on  self-taught  arts  of  less  import- 
ance, these  iiilands  might  soon  liecomc  the  richest  gardens  of  the 
world.  1  hope  and  trust  that  1  iiave  been  instrumental  in  laying  the 
ibondation  of  such  a  dealrable  rerolution.  I  communicatca  au  the 
information  on  the  subject  which  our  brief  intereoorse  would  permit^ 
tlurough  interpreters  whose  native  dialect  was  so  similar  to  their  own 
thai  they  could  ronvcr>p  logclhcr  without  tlie  lea<?t  difficidty.  I  also 
furnished  iht  ui  wiili  a  variety  of  seedii,  u  liich  tljey  prami;>cd  to  j»lant 
and  cultivate  according  lo  my  directions.  Among  these  were,  apples, 
pears,  peaches,  pliuns,  melons,  ptmipkius,  yams,  (>otatocs,  onions, 
-eabbages,  beets,  carrots,  parsnips,  beans,  peasV  I  haye  no  doubt 
but  cofiSso,  pepper,  sugarcane,  and  spices  of  Tariooa  kinds  would 
ihrivc  on  these  islands  with  little  or  no  trouble. 

The  ihick  and  heav"v'  growth  of  the  forests  is  evidence  of  sufficient 
weiglii  to  pTo\c  the  nrliiiess  of  the  soil  whieli  rlolhrs  the  surface  of 
these  beauulul  l^la^ds.  I  know  that  the  uplands  produce  sandul-wood, 
bnt  in  what  quantities  I  was  not  able  to  ascertain.  A  great  nnoriMr 
tad  faiiety  of  beaotiiul  plants  ave  Ibond  in  every  direction;  not  only 
in  the  valleys  and  ploias,  bat  slso  on  the  hills,  to  their  very  soBniilt. 
Maay  of  tbm  «m  •tfiogvn  to  mo,  and  s««h»  I  pietwDfb  at  m  001 
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l^edcrally  known  in  this  coualiy.    Some  of  theoit  I  am  sure,  would 
be  biglily  esteemed  by  scieBtific  collectors.    The  cocoanut  ami  brettd« 
fruit-trees,  here  gmw  to  aa  eBormew  aiEe,  md  ihtir  frwtft  m  wtmh 
.  laffv  aiifi  of  Mm  ddiweoB  flawmr  th«i  iImm  I  haift  teen  aoeus* 

lomrd  to  see  in  other  islinds  of  these  seas. 

The  natives  of  Bergfa*s  Group  are  blessed  with  the  purest  of  water, 
dp<jfcn(]inir  in  limpid  streams  from  their  nionntain  source?.  Bnt  thpy 
scitiom  drink  il  until  it  has  ascended  tluoni^h  die  invisible  \cmt^  ot  the 
lolly  cocoaaul'tree,  and  concealed  iUeli  in  liie  centre  oi  lU*  deicciable 
Ml  TIkis  puriM  mane  of  iittitre*t  awegteH  akaiUea,  they  cob- 
Older  it  the  puresi  and  owsi  wholesome  bowofOgo  in  tho  voild. 

The  cfimate  here  is  also  delightfid»  ncier  too  hot,  nor  loo  eold. 
T,viri{T  m  \he  Mrength  of  that  aerial  current  called  the  north-cnsl 
trade-WiiuU,  these  islands  arc  uhvays  refreslud  wnii  a  fine  cool  sea^ 
breeze,  wiacii  keeps  the  atmohphere  in  a  pure  biaie,  unpurtuig  health, 
activity,  and  vigour  to  every  department  of  aniinated  naitire. 

Of  dio  ooiaolo  foond  in  dieae  islanrfo  mj  kiiiinMiinn  m-wtttf  )im- 
ilodt  a«  I  bad  no  opportonicjr  of  inspecting  the  interior.  I  know  that 
the  ^ffoves  nbonnd  with  a  great  variety  of  birds,  all  of  them  beoiitiliid 
to  the  eye,  and  most  of  them  cliarmingly  musir  al.  I  snw  several 
reptiles  of  the  lizMi  l  family,  but  none  of  the  serpent  uibe.  Insects 
are  numerous,  gaudy  and  aparkliog,  but  nunc  of  them  iroubleaome. 

Of  aniinals  wo  oaw  none  worthy  of  Mtiee.  Tho  wnlen  wUhin  ihe 
outer  Mof  that  onmKnifk  the  whole  groop  ooi  owoiniing  with  a  great 
votiety  of  oxoeUeat  ftsii,  whidi  may  be  taken  in  great  abundance, 

citlicr  with  n  ^einc  or  by  hook  and  line.  Shellfish  of  various  kinds,, 
abound  ainong  the  reefs  and  shoals,  and  along  tlie  shores,  sonio  of 
which  uliord  rare  specimens,  surpassing  any  thing  I  have  ever  met 
with  in  any  other  pan  of  the  world.  I  know  of  no  place  where  the 
aainolbt  and  TinwMO  eonld  prooBro  a  lioher  opUo^ion  of  ran,  ai> 
lioui,  and  valuable  shells  than  at  these  islands.  Poari  ofiten  aio 
plenty,  and  those  which  we  obtained  of  tho  natives  were  of  the  same 
kin<l  a*?  the  Sooloo  sea-'^hell.  The  green  turtle  is  abundant,  but  I 
tiiink  t!i:ii  the  linwk's-hjU  lortoi'^f'  h  very  scarce,  as  we  saw  lew  in  tho 
water,  and  not  uiucii  of  liie  shcii  among  the  nativMU 

Bi^te-dc-mar  may  be  obtained  hen  in  great  aboadMiee,  and  of  n 
very  superior  quality,  providod  iho  oweaMo  prnlwiihma  of  tho  nadfoo 
can  bo  depended  on,  witliout  which  it  would  be  unposnblo  to  enio 
them,  in  which  case  the  time  and  labour  of  taking  them  would  bo 
entirely  lost.  Under  f;ivourable  cir'niinrstancea,  several  cargoes  mi»ht 
be  taken  here,  a  great  |iart  of  whieli  would  coramanti  the  highest 
price,  if  the  specimens  we  saw  arc  a  criterion  for  ju  i^^ng  of  iu  gen- 
oral  quality.  Some  that  we  found  wera  two  feet  iu  length,  and  e^|h- 
toon  inchoa  in  ctieomfennoo  i  tho  noni  of  winoh,  when  tho  cntmilo 
wm  taken  out,  would  weigh  from  oevon  to  nine  pounds !  This  is  a 
larger  size  than  any  that  I  have  ever  seen  at  the  Feejee  Islands,  tho 
jNew-Uebrides,  Bougainville*s,NewoIreland,  Ntir  Britain^  New  fBninao, 
Wew-Hanover,  or  even  at  the  Massacre  Islands. 

I  have  not  the  least  cbubt,  tiiat  a  sinp  budt  and  equipped  exprfvinly 
iMrn.fo>age  to  tlMOO  hdaodiwfiir  tho  porpoae  of  procuring  pi:  ii' 
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p«arl  aiul  tortowe-shell,  sandal-wood,  bick§  d§  nr ,  lad  otfi«r  valuables. 

under  ihc  comluct  of  h  <  :ireful  and  able  commamler,  \rouId  obtain 
two  or  thre  e  caryoe.i  Ibr  liie  Canton  market  without  having  auy  trouble 
uuii  ilii;  iiaiivebf  provided  they  are  treated  M'iih  kindness,  and  dealt 
wkh  honoiirably.  For  siieh  an  enterprise,  the  necessary  artteies  of 
tnUBc  are,  baaoti  lookiog-glassest  uii<Ier*wor1u»  axes,  hatehets,  adaaa* 
saws,  planes,  chisels,  gouges,  gimlets,  files,  rasps,  spoke-shavea^ 
hammers,  knives,  scissors,  razors,  nrrdlcs,  thread,  diflercnt  kinds  of 
crockery-ware,  ciicap  chiut/,  and  culicocs  ol"  brij^iit  gaudy  colon r?, 
and  all  sorts  of  triukeis.  1  ht;6e  arucles  s^huuld  all  be  selected  by  a 
man  who  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  trade. 

A  ship  intended  for  thia  inuia  ahoidd  be  fiom  three  fanidred  !• 
three  hundred  and  fifty  tons  borthea ;  built  of  good  materials,  of  % 
light  drauglil  of  water,  and  n  f:»st  sailer.  She  should  aUo  be  built  oa 
a  differr  nt  rnnstruclion  from  any  other  ve«spl.  and  riL'S;ed  in'o  a  barque. 
She  siiuuM  be  well  armed,  with  at  ieasi  lea  double  iorulit'd  twelve- 
jpoujid  canuiiades ;  and  two  long  twelvci^,  and  manned  with  an  eflfect- 
iva  crew  of  ibity  or  fifty  ablo-bmfied  nan,  with  a  aeloet  firit*fata  aai 
of  offieara,  besides  several  medical  and  scientific  men.  Sha  ahoiiM 
also  bo  provided  with  four  brass  blunderbusses  for  each  top,  with 
water-tight  arm-cbfscs,  for  the  same  purpose.  Her  anchor'^  nnd  cables 
bhuuld  be  of  nion  ih  iii  il oublc  the  usual  weight  and  hirengih  of  iliose 
iutended  lor  any  other  Uradc.  She  laiiuuid  be  amply  supplied  w  ith  all 
fcinda  of  nautical  inatmaanta,  Ibr  aacertainiog  the  exact  ailnation  of 
aU  the  islands  and  places  she  might  nsit»  in  order  thai  the  aame  may 
bo  accurately  laid  down,  for  the  benefit  of  OthoVa*  Above  all,  she 
^ltould  be  placed  under  the  command  of  a  man  who  is  qualified  for  the 
busujcss;  one  who  is  familiarly  acquainted  with  the  ppfiiliar  naviga- 
tions* of  tliu&e  sea^,  and  who  wdl  study  the  health  and  coimort  of  his 
meu,  and  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  luoives. 

Such  a  ahip,  thus  prepared  for  a  two  yeaii^  Toyage,  and  nafigalad 
by  suoh  a  conunaoder,  would  return  an  immeiiae  profit  lo  the  ownera. 
1  do  not  entertain  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  that  an  mvcstment  of  ilKr'  v- 
livc  or  forty  thousand  dollars,  »!m)s  employed,  would  vield  a  return  oi 
at  h  ast  uvo  iiiindrcd  tliousaiid  {luiidrs.  The  discovery  of  ihejie  ifilaudti 
Itas  laid  opeti  a  Ikld  for  Uie  exercu>c  of  commercial  euterprise  of  vast 
importance,  not  only  to  individuals,  but  lo  our  eountry  at  large.  The 
soil  is  ricli*  and  capable  of  producing,  under  preper  eultivaliQnt  >ll 
ihc  ve^eiuble  wcaJili  of  a  tropical  ( limatc. 

Ill  giving  these  islands  the  natne  of  Ucrgh's  (iroup,  1  was  actuated 
s-oU'ly  by  the  dc'^ire  of  aihlmt;  to  the  wrll-<*anied  ct  lebiity  of  a  name 
which  \&  uiavtraally  rcjipected  by  all  who  have  liie  liappiness  of 

knowuig  lite  family  which  it  deaignatee.  My  friend  Edwin  Bergb  ia 
the  aon  of  Chrialian  Bergfa,  Esq.,  a  ship-btalder  of  no  iaoonsiderablo 

ctninence,  m  the  city  of  New-Yoril;;  and  is  justly  entitled  lo 

ilic  honour  of  having  liis  name  engraved  in  characters  that  time  rati 
never  obliierale,  on  ihc  coral  parapet  that  surroundii  thn  |ovuliei»t  group 
of  iblandd  iu  tiic  racihc  Ocean.  1  claim  to  be  Uie  ixi&i  discoverer  of 
these  islands,  and  1  know  their  worth.    Independent  of  w^j^W^^hh^ 
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of  their  natural  produeiilw*an(I  capabiltiies,  through  the  interpreters 

before  alluded  to,  who  were  natives  of  Yap,  an  island  which  is  situated 
about  sixty  leaoaics  north-east  of  the  Polew  Islnin]",  the  natives  of 
•which  speak  a  language  almost  exactly  like  that  spoken  by  the  inhab- 
itants of  Bergh*8  Group.  These  men  had  acquired  the  8paiu^  laa- 
gmge  at  ItoiiUa,  througli  which  medium  my  ialbnMtira  wu  ob> 
taaM. 

August  2\ St. --i  am  fully  convinced  that  tlic  natives  of  these  islands 
are  more  mild,  o^oiitle,  peaceable,  and  honoumbfy  disposrr!,  tfinn  nny 
other  siivage  tribes  f  have  ever  met  witli ;  but  ilicy  are  still  savages, 
and  irom  some  suspicious  oircuiustances  which  occurred  on  Tuesday 
liie  91tt  of  August,  I  adopted  the  eonclusioi)  that  H  would  not  be  pni* 
dint  to  trust  uiem  too  far,  well  knowing,  irom  long  eipericnce,  tbftfc 
cautkm  is  the  parent  of  security.    On  the  day  just  meatioiiedt  dio  K 
Antarctic  was  surroimded  by  more  than  four  hundred  canoe?,  in  many 
of  which  we  saw,  for  the  first  time,  a  lar^c  supply  of  war  implements. 
As  wc  had  never  (akea  notice  oi  any  thing  of  Uiis  kind  before,  we  began 
to  omcftain  some  itn]iIeasaot  siispfcioos  of  iatended  treachery  and  im- 
pflodii^  hostilities ;  although,  when  questkmed  on  tfaa  mdijee^  Iff  our 
BAtives  of  Yap,  they  solemnly  denied  haTing  anjr  mimical  mlentioaav 
allcs[ing  that  they  had  ni^rrly  armed  in  oooaeqiiaaee  of  Bomo  appto* 
hended  dispute  with  the  negroes. 

This  expianaiion  was  uol  salislaciory.  and  as  T  fcU  a  great  reluctance 
to  eome  to  an  open  rupture  with  a  people  to  whom  1  had  become  so 
atnmgly  attached,  I  determined  to  anoiten  my  Tisit,  and  Imvo  cbem 
In  the  course  of  tlie  day.  In  the  mean  time  I  adopted  ereiy  neeeMry 
precaution  for  the  defence  of  the  Teasel.  A  doubW  aentry  was  placed 
in  the  gangways,  on  both  ?]uarters,  and  on  both  bows,  with  four  loaded 
muskets  by  each  man.  .A  J  e  n  wiili  lighted  matches  in  their  hands  were 
stationed  by  the  brass  «;wivcls  wliich  were  mounted  on  the  rail,  and 
loaded  with  canisters  of  musket-balls,  'i'hey  stood  with  tiie  monkey- 
tatia  in  their  hands,  the  aprona  off,  with  inalmetiotts  not  to  touch  » 
mngia  match  to  tlie  priming  wiiliout  distmct  orders  from  me^  wlueb 
would  not  be  given  unless  the  natives  commenced  an  attack.  What*  ^ 
ever  might  have  been  tlieir  original  secret  intentions,  tb^y  were  evi- 
dently forcibly  struck  ^  iili  the  unusual  stir  and  bustle  t  u  l>aard  the 
Antarctic ;  where  the  di  uniii  were  beating,  tlie  colours  flying,  the  flfcs 
playing,  and  the  bugles  sotuding,  ^  with  fearful  note  of  dreadful  prepa^ 
jatioiu"  While  onr  deckwaa  thua  enlifenedt  onr  gallant  tan  were 
nU  Ufa  and  activity,  paying  the  most  prompt  attention  to  the  varidoa 
duties  assigned  them.  Tn  a  few  minutes  the  anchor  was  at  the  bow ; 
and  in  the  next  moment,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  gazin?  natives,  the 
Antarctic's  while  win^js  were  ail  expanded  at  ouce,  even  lo  sterrtng- 
aaiis  and  stay-sails,  courteously  wooaig  tlie  breeze,  which  was  waluag 
liar  along  at  the  rale  of  eight  milea  an  hoar. 

At  the  moment  that  ordina  were  gifen  to  letiallilie  aaila  (die  ywda 
and  gafTs  being  at  the  mast-heads),  to  sheet  home  the  topsails,  and 
gather  afi  ilir  phcft^t  of  the  for(*-and-aft  sails,  the  music  stnirk  up 
Yankee  Doodlo  ;  and  in  less  than  two  minutes  from  the  time  the  anchor 
came  to  ihc  bows  (aU  the  canvass  bemg  still  Airiedj,  ail  sad  was  aet» 
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trimmed  u>  the  wind,  and  the  AntarctM  wu  onet  more  gUJuig  OTer  tfa* 
boaom  of  the  piaekl  lagoon,  wiili  all  her  aaitve  gneo  and  bwssf. 
S^mitr  Fkiday,  the  3d  of  September,  wo  paaaod  wkhia 

about  ten  miles  of  the  east  end  of  Young  William's  Group,  on  our  way 
to  Monteroidetoii's  blanda,  at  whkh  it  was  our  intention  to  touch. 


Montcvenlesou's  Group — Troacliery  of  the  Natives — Attack  on  thf  Antarctic  re- 

E'  \ — Whoie«ou)«  Ohaatiaement — Arrive  at  the  Maasacra  I <> lands — Assailed 
!  CsHitab,  wtMsieNfoM  with  Loss— Fii«  upon  the  Town— BMMinil 
t — LeonanI  Shaw,  supposed  to  have  fnllcn  In  thr  gSMial  Maaaacn, 
alive,  and  liberated  from  a  homil  Slaveiy — fixcitement  of  the  Omw— PusAmo 
of  an  Island— A  Castle  in  the  Air— Snsfieioas  MoveoMiiia— A  brief  Skftdi  of 
ths  flofferinn  of  Leonud  ShaWtdoi»g  sCsptirity  of  note  than  Fifteen  Weokr 
aoMi^  Um  CoanilMis. 

Tu£  reader  will  perhaps  recollect,  that  when  we  left  Monteverdcsoirs' 
UlandsiOn  tfao  ISth  of  May,  as  reooidod  in  Chapter  VL«  the  Aolaietie' 
was  diaaod  several  miles  by  an  armed  flotilla  of  canoes,  manned  by; 
more  than  five  hundred  hostile  savages.  Unwilling  to  shed  the  bloodr 
of  ihi'?  trenrberotis  Tnisfjuiflcd  people,  wc  Icfi  them  to  their  own  reflec- 
tions;  hoping  that  our  lorbcarancc  on  that  occasion  w  ould  teach  them 
a  more  salutary  lesson  than  a  demonstration  of  our  power  could  have 
done.  In  comine  to  thia  conclusioii,  however,  we  judged  them  more 
ftiwoMj  than  they  deeeired ;  as  they  attriboted  oar  lenity  to  imbo- 
eility,Mid  our  retreat  to  eowaidiee ;  an  opinioii  which  only  tended  t» 
encourage  theiif  tretoheiy  and  inioieaae  their  audacity  and  preenmp* 
tion. 

September  5th. — In  our  passatro  from  Brrpli's  Croup  to  the  Massacre 
Islands,  wo  found  it  expedient  to  touch  once  more  at  Moiitcvcrdeson's 
Group  I  and  accordingly,  on  Ghmday,  the  fith  of  September,  at  five» 
JL  MhWO  weie  dose  m  with  its  western  end;  and  at  tux, A*  M., were 
viaited  hy  aboni  two  hnndied  of  the  natives,  in  their  eanoes,  without 
arms.  Nothing  was  said  on  either  side  about  their  unwarranted  and 
unprovoked  designs  against  us,  three  months  before  :  they  prrtrndoil 
to  bo  very  sincere  in  their  amicable  professions,  and  we  pretciiUcd  la 


trade  with  ua,  in  wineh  we  indnlged  them,  as  aa  dieir  little  aloeic 
of  trifling  curiosities  extended.  The  breeze  lumng  now  died  away  lo 
a  perfect  calm,  the  vessel  was  drifked  abont  by  a  i^nile  cnrrent,  which 

set  to  the  south-wrst. 

The  natives  remained  alongside  until  live  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
when  tliev  aU  took  leave  of  us  in  a  very  friendly  manner,  and  paddled 
towards  the  nearest  ialand,  which  was  then  about  three  miles  to  the 
Borth-snat  When  they  had  'proceeded  about  half>way  to  the  shore, 
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not  miagiiie.  As  the  sun  was  about  seuing,  we  at  first  conjectured  ilidi 
it  might  be  some  relieious  ceremony  that  detained  them,  auch  as  payijig 
llwb  evcniac  adonwm  to  llift  departing  liUHbuiy.  Ov  eonjoettiras 
and  donbts,  however,  were  not  or  long  duratton*   A  patty  it  about 

three  hundred  warriors  was  soon  observed  to  pot  off  mm  tllO  ahovef 

■and  join  tliosc  %rho  were  ly'm^-  on  their  oars. 

Ill  the  iH  \t  liiomcnt  we  could  «ee  the  new  comers  iiasiily  distributifig 
war-elub.i,  shears,  bows  and  arrows,  and  otlier  offensive  weapons, 
among  the  traders  who  had  so  recently  left  ne  with  eveiy  demonetratioa 
■of  friendship.  By  the  aid  of  our  glasses,  we  watched  these  suspicious 
movements  with  painful  interest.  When  the  arms  were  distributed  to 
every  canoe,  we  could  sro  them  puiiit  iheir  faces  red,  ami  adora  their 
hcn.U  with  cdcoaniu  K  avois  aiid  red  feiiilicrB.  They  ihi-n  appeared  lo 
hold  a  bhorl  council  of  war ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  aflt^r,  the  whole 
Ibree  etarled  for  the  Atttaretic,  with  great  speed,  9dA  in  two  cfiviekm. 
As  they  drew  near,  we  eoold  percetre  that  their  ilsrocious  couDtenanees 
exhibited  a  desperate  determinetinn  to  aaceeed  in  earryingthe  Antarotb, 
4ft  perish  in  the  attempt. 

T  now  repented  of  my  forbearance  on  ii  foi  jik  j  occasion,  f  reg^retted 
lhal  I  did  not  then  lay-to,  for  a  few  miiiuics,  and  puiiisih  their  treachery, 
vUle  wo  had  a  6no  Weeio  and  day  light  in  oor  nfoor.  'I  regretted  it 
for  their  own  aake ;  for  at  that  tee  a  altght  diaatiaement  would  hate 
been  snffieient  to  admonish  them  of  the  nnpnpriety  of  their  eondnet. 
Bui  ihcy  were  now  imhnldrnod  by  our  lenity,  nnd  the  mistaken  ronfi- 
f\rnce  that  they  hud  lo  deal  with  cowards.  We  could  not  leave  Uicni 
to  the  enjoyment  of  their  error,  for  we  were  perfectly  becahncd ;  the 
«im  had  set,  and  the  alternative  was  life  or  death.  They  persisted  in 
their  fatal  foOy,  and  te  reanlt  was  inevitable. 

ll  is  searcely  necessaiy  to  say  that  we'were  pr^Mred  for  such  an 
Oiergency.  Every  man  was  at  his  quarters,  ready  to  receive  the 
impending  assault.  The  i^ins  were  double-shotted  with  grape  and 
canister;  the  swivels  were  loaded  with  canisters  of  muskot-balls ; 
<iiie  hundred  loaded  nuakets  were  on  deck,  all  in  exc<fllent  order  i 
«aeh  of  the  erew  was  armed  whh  a  biaoe  of  pisioh^  and  a  em- 
lias  by  his  side,  whh  a  boarding-pike  witlun  his  rcadu  Every  man 
was  ready  to  sacrifice  his  life  in  defence  of  the  Antarriie ;  and  their 
enthiisiri'^m  wa^  not  in  the  least  diminished  by  the  knowledge  that  ^ 
iate  of  a  lady  was  connected  with  the  result. 

The  savage  warriors  advanced  in  line  order,  and  with  great  rapidity ; 
azhibiting  in  iheur  mancenvieB  a  eoohiess,  tact,  skilfuineaa,  and  delflierate 
ealealation  that  I  was  not  prepared  to  expect,  and  which  would  have 
honoured  a  better  cause.  As  soon  as  they  approached  wtdim  doae 
pistol-sliot,  and  by  the  time  that  their  first  voUev  of  arrowfs  was 
fastened  in  the  empty  sails,  now  flappini:!  in  useless  drapery  acjainst  tlie 
masts,  the  Antarctic  opened  a  bri?*k  and  well-directed  fire,  from  her  great 
guns,  swivels,  and  musketry ;  which  must  have  appeared  to  the  assdii- 
anls  aa  one  sheet  of  flame.  Agreeably  to  previous  orders,  the  pieeee 
were  all  immediately*  reloaded  as  before,  but  not  dischaiged. 

We  waited,  somewhat  anxiously,  for  the  smoke  to  dear  away,  in 
order  to  asoertain  the  sitoatioa  and  disposition  of  the  enemy;  to 
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our  no  small  ^^tirprise,  were  all  in  the  water,  like  so  many  porpoises  I 
Several  of  thcir  canoes  were  literally  cut  to  pieces;  and  their  imple- 
ments of  war  appeared  scattered  over  tlie  surface  of  the  sea,  in  every 
dirvelioD.   The  eieit«d  crow  were  blowing  Uieir  matehes,  anxious  to 

g*ve  them  another  volley  during  thcir  confiuion*  But  this  I  positively 
rbade,  being  well  convinced  that  the  unexpected  cordiality  of  their 
reception  would  more  than  sati'^fy  tlic  ill-advised  assailants.  An  im- 
ploring look,  which  I  construed  into  a  petition  for  mercy,  was  cast 
towards  the  Antarctic  by  aliuost  every  one  of  the  terrified  swimmers  ; 
the  appeal  was  irreeijitible,  and  1  granted  them  a  resj^ite  which  they 
vmM  never  have  given  ne,  had  thdr  disbdieal  deeigiie  enceeeded. 
They  hastily  got  into  such  of  their  einoes  as  were  yet  fit  for  eerviee^ 
picked  up  their  wounded,  collected  most  of  their  scattered  weapons, 
took  tlieir  shattered  canoes  in  tow,  and  started  for  the  shore  with  M 
much  alacrity  ol  exertion  as  ever  tliey  exercised  before. 

By  this  lime  it  was  totally  dark  i  and  having  no  wind,  we  were 
<^liged  to  heep  all  hands  at  quartern  during  the  night ;  leat  the  savagea 
ahoud  felum  with  reinforcemeMa*  under  the  expectation  of  taking  na 
by  surprise*  At  daylight,  however*  we  took  a  light  breeze  from  eaaft- 
north-east,  and  continued  on  our  course  to  the  south  and  east. 

September  9t!i. — On  Wednesday,  the  9th,  we  look  the  south-east 
trade-winds,  from  east-by-south  to  east-south-cast,  and  fair  wcatiicr ; 
being  m  latitude  8°  40'  north,  longitude  158^  41'  east.  On  the  Friday 
IbUowiog  we  crossed  the  atnatoc,  in  longitude  IB9^  4'  eaat.  We  found 
the  currents  the  same  as  on  our  former  passage  through  thia  region  ; 
and  on  the  third  day  after  entering  the  southern  Jieniisphere,  we  found 
ourselves  close  in  witli  tlio  east  end  of  that  group  which  I  had  too  much 
reason  to  call  tlie  "  Ma.^.sactr  I.^IauJs.^ 

September  14//*. — On  Tuesday  ,  the  Mlii,  at  10  iL  M.,  we  came  to 
anefaorwithm  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  beadi  of  that  island  which  had 
drank  the  blood  of  fourteen  aa  gallant  tan  aa  ever  aailed  under  the 
star-spangled  banner  of  my  native  country.  Oiur  anchor  was  dropped 
in  ten  f:if!;oms  of  water,  dircftly  in  front  of  the  village. 

Tlic  Antan  fic  had  been  seen  and  recognised  by  the  natives  on  the 
previous  eveninv ;  and  long  before  we  reached  our  anchorage,  canoes 
were  seen  startmg  from  eirety  island  filled  with  warriors,  armed  with 
bows  and  arrows,  war-club^,  &.c. ;  and  before  our  anchor  had  dimg 
to  the  coral  bottom  for  half  an  hour,  the  cannibals  made  a  general 
attack  upon  the  Antarctic  in  their  canoes ;  while  many  of  thcin  waded 
olTtowanls  the  vessel,  on  the  coral  reef,  witliin  arrow  Uibtance. 

They  iiad  seen  us  depart  in  weakness,  on  Uie  29ih  of  May,  well 
knowing  bow  mnch  their  petfidioBa  treachery  had  tfawned  our  crew, 
and  redttoed  our  phyaical  prowcae.  Ignorant  of  our  pnaent  accession 
of  atreogth  and  numbers,  as  not  more  Uian  twenty  UMn  were  to  be  seen 
at  any  time  above  the  waist-cloths,  they  doubtless  coimtfd  on  an  easy 
consummation  of  the  work  of  destruction  they  had  so  surcessfully 
commenced  at  our  former  visit.  Whatever  might  liave  been  llieir  cal- 
culations, tliey  lost  no  time  in  making  the  desperate  experimeuL 

1'hey  advanced  agahm  ua  with  aa  fonnidabte  a  flotilla  aa  the  whol*' 
groi9  d[  udanda  oouU  fomieh;  and  we  awaited  their  aftprandi  with: 
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Aat  kind  of  ominous  stillMis  uliidi  precedes  an  earthqaake,  or  the 

buR>ting  of  a  volcano.  They  advanced  in  good  order,  and  delihcpatply 
took  their  stations  in  different  positions  around  ihc  vessel,  cliooamg 
«urli  distance  as  best  coinporled  with  tiieir  ideas  of  nautical  warfare. 
When  they  were  satisfied  in  this  respect,  liiey  aaluted  us  w  iih  a  shower 
ofanowB,  ifUch  were  well  inteDded,  but  hmileet  in  eflect 

I  DOW  gave  the  irord  to  Bre;  and  for  tea  mimitas  noiyiig  move  wae 
heard  but  one  continued  roar  of  cannons,  swivels,  and  musketiy. 
The  astounded  assailants  retreated  with  tlic  utmost  prccipitntion,  trepi- 
dation, and  disinuv.  Tlicy  were  scattered  like  rhafl  brfore  the  hur- 
ricane.  Bfv  officers  and  men  were  eajser  to  iullow  iheiii  iu  our  boats  ;  \ 
but  to  tliis  rash  measure  I  would  by  no  means  consent. 

It  BOW  oeevnodto  niei  and  the  auggestion  met  the  apMohtUoitof  my 
oificcre,  that  If  any  one  of  our  misaing  friends  shoda  have  happily 
escaped  the  general  masisaere,  and  be  atili  living  among  these  canm* 
h-dh,  iha  only  effectual  means  of  rcrovering  him  would  be  to  com- 
mence iiiiiJL'^  upon  the  town.  Wc  accordingly  got  springs  upon  our 
cable,  and  m  a  lew  minutes  opened  the  Antarctic's  battery  upon  iheir 
bamboo  village.  The  loar  of  the  guns,  and  the  tuexpeeied  effect 
which  our  star  and  double-head  ahot  produced  among  their  light  habi- 
tations, alanacd  the  natives  to  the  extent  of  onr  wiehea.  The  eloquence 
of  cannon  Avas  too  soblime  for  their  nervesj  and  Immediat^y  produced 

bencfu-ial  results. 

A  amall  canoe,  containiiiLr  a  painted  Nvretch,  eniircly  naked,  was  seen 
to  put  oii'  from  llie  bhore,  and  make  dueclly  iur  liio  Antarctic.    It  was 

vigorously  paddled  by  thia  individda]«  wfaooe  whole  aonl  aeemod  ab- 
aoibed  in  the  elTort.  Ezpectfaig  thia  to  be  an  emboaay  deapatehed 
from  the  chief  w  ith  ovcrtoies  of  conciliation,  I  ordered  the  firing  to  bo 

suspended  until  the  messenger  had  performed  his  mission.  As  soon  as 
he  came  within  hailing  distance,  I  demanded  the  nature  of  his  busi- 
ness;  but  what  was  our  astonishment  and  delight  to  hear  him  reply, 
in  our  own  language,  "  It  is  I — old  Shaw,  come  baci*.  agaui  V* 

The  scene  which  lUlowed  beggars  description.  A  suit  of  clothea 
was  handed  him  in  the  canoe,  and  he  was  soon  on  deck.  His  wasted* 
emaciated  form  was  lacerated  with  wounds ;  his  face,  deprived  of  the 
bushy  whisl^ers  which  formerly  shaded  his  cheek?;,  was  bedaubed  with 
paint.  In  short,  he  wtis  the  sprrtrn  of  wi elchednes^,  with  the  ex-^ep- 
tion  of  liis  eves,  whii'li  were  bearniii^  with  mispcakat)l(  |oy.  Ho  \\  aN^ 
embraced,  and  re-embraccd,  and  wept  over  by  every  50ui  on  board 
the  Antarctic  \  the  most  rugged  tar  of  Maiulla  not  excepted.  He  waa 
greeted  as  one  risen  from  the  dead.  It  was  a  scene  I  shall  never  for* 
get ;  and  when  I  thought  how  urgently  I  had  been  dissuaded  against 
this  enterprise  by  my  friends  at  Manilla,  in  the  fuhic^s  of  my  heart  I 
involuntarily  exclaimed  aloud,  *♦  Almighty  God !  I  thank  thee V*  The 
rapture  ot  that  moment  cancelled  all  my  previous  sufierin^s — i  was 
fcpaid  a  million-fold. 

As  soon  aa  order  and  discipline  conM  be  restored,  Mr.  Shaw  gave 
ns  a  btief  feeltal  of  his  escape  from  the  mastaere ;  his  ai^ission 
and  slavery-  to  the  savages;  and  the  anparalleled  suBfMigs  he  had 
whired;  aU  vrhisii  shaU  be  laid  before  the  Nader,  in  hie  o«m  worda» 
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at  the  conclusion  of  iliis  chapter.  The  rfvoltinrr  particulars  filled  us 
VI  ith  horror ;  and  were  almost  too  distresftiiig  for  Uie  more  soi&itiTe 
nerves  of  mv  wife. 

As  soon  as  Uie  crew's  strong  suspicions  of  these  inlanders  being 
«uubIw1«  were  ilrat  honribly  eonlimied  by  an  eyewitnettt  wha  bid 
seen  ih«  monsters  rottst  and  eat  the  flesh  of  their  shipinatea«  whoM 
sculls  were  at  that  moment  Iianging  up  as  trophies  or  ornaments  at 
the  doors  of  the  sercral  rliif-r^.  thpir  longing  for  revenge  overleaped 
all  bounds,  and  became  cniircl}  ii  resist  iltlc.  Thcv  seenicfl  lo  he  roused 
to  a  state  of  desperate  phrensy^  in  the  ebullition  of  whicii  bubordmatioa 
and  diseipliiw  were  in  d»tt€r  of  being  lost  in  ft  monentaty  foiigelM* 
nets.  The  mmetial  cry  of  ^  To  ams !  lo  aims  f*  iMounded  im  and 
aft,  and  was  rs-sehoed  fioai  atom  to  stem.  Let  us  every  man  to  the 
island  at  onco,  nn(!  avenge  the  cruel  fate  of  onrunrnrtmiHte  shipmateSt** 
exclaimed  one  ot  i!ip  erew.  **  Sparc  not  a  single  beiug  that  wears  the 
features  of  liiat  accursed  race,**  cried  another.  **W'e  will  swear  to 
each  other,**  shouted  a  third,  '*  ehher  to  perish  to  a  man,  or  depopu- 
late this  beUish  group  of  itlands.** 

'  Thus  whsttiog  the  edge  of  each  other's  passion,  they  were  sqpn 
wrought  up  to  a  pitch  lx)rdcring  on  phrcn.^y  and  infuriated  madnei^s ; 
and  it  was  with  the  greatest  dilfif  tilty  that  1  could  prevent  upwards  of 
eighty  men  taking  iity  boats  and  landing  on  the  island  where  their 
shipmates  had  been  slaughtered,  roasted,  and  eaten.  The  leading 
men  who  urged  to  this  deaperate  step  were  the  American  and- English 
aaflors ;  and  the  others  were  not  only  ready,  but  eager  to  follow  thenu 
At  lefl|th,  however,  I  succeeded  in  quieting  (hem,  by  mild  and  gentle 
reasomng;  whi'  h  T  hate  ever  found  to  be  more  efTlraciotts  with  mea 
of  true  genuine  couraEre,  tlian  rash  and  violent  measures. 

The  tirst  burst  of  excitetneiit  having  uow  in  some  measure  sub- 
sided, and  the  deck  of  the  Antarctic  ^come  quiet,  all  hands  were 
promptly  put  to  their  several  respective  duties :  some  in  tricing  up  tho 
Ixoarding  nettings,  others  in  clearing  the  decks,  and  landmg  the  frame 
x)f  a  house  on  a  small  uninhabited  island  about  two  cables*  length  from 
the  vessel ;  while  the  remainder  were  employed  in  mooring  the  Aa« 
larctir.  and  pultinjr  the  arms  in  complete  order. 

Aucr  getiiiig  the  boaidiiig-neiiings  triced  up,  fifteen  feet  above  the 
TaQ,  fore  and  im,  the  frame  landed,  and  every  thing  in  oider,  at  five» 
1*.  M.,  the  music  was  got  on  deck,  all  handa  were  piped  to  mischief 
aiMl  for  five  hours,  until  ten,  P.  M.,  there  was  great  rejoicing  amonc 
the  crew,  on  acrornit  of  the  rccoveiy  of  their  shipmate,  Leonam 
8ha\v,  from  his  hornljle  stale  of  slavery.  During  tlie  jfrratcr  part  of 
this  lime  1  was  oti  the  forc-lopmast  crosi»-trees,  wiiii  my  spy|;lM8t 
watehmg  the  movements  of  the  natives. 

8epUfiiher  I  fflA,— On  the  following  monung  we  had  seven!  comrnrntf" 
cations  with  the  smarting  subjects  of  our  summary  chaatisement,  wh<» 
appeared  to  be  much  humbled  and  cooled  by  the  lesf=on  ihcy  had  re- 
ceived. Thcv  pretended  to  be  convinced  of  their  error,  and  en- 
deavoured to  lull  us  jnio  a  fata!  security  by  professions  of  future 
frieDiisiup  uud  good  b^Uaviuur.    Their  cunning  was  deep  \  but  iiad 
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iptsaiered  ooraelfat  to  bddeocivad  byiit  we  fllmiU  kmn  dnawtd  W 

become  iu  vtctim«. 

At  clevrn,  A.  M.,  we  consnminated  a  negoiiulion  with  llrnnrrn,  the 
chief  of  the  Massacre  Island,  Uie  lale  tyrannical  master  oi  bhuw,  for 
ihii  purchase  oi  the  small  island  on  which  we  had  landed  die  frame 
of  Qiir  house,  prepared  at  Manilla,  and  brought  ooi  npoa  deek.  The 
eoittraet  was  well  understood  by  both  parties,  and  the  tmisfer  dn^ 
Blade*  Wc  paid  for  this  island  in  cutlery,  trinkets,  &c.,  arcorJin/^  to 
the  siipuljted  -.igrecment ;  drlJvrring  lo  Henneon  the  speciticd  number 
of  axes,  hatchets,  adzes,  clustls,  plane-irons,  fi:imlets,  spoke-shaves, 
knives,  scissors,  razors,  looking-glasses,  and  bcada  ui  difl'erent  kinds* 
Ifr.  SbaWt  having  acquired  aone  knowledge  of  tfwir  language  during 
Ida  cnttvity,  acted  as  intetfceier,  and  eijJaSned  eveif  thkig  laib* 
frdorily  to  both  parlies. 

At  one,  P.  M.,  we  landed  seventy  men  on  onr  newly-purchased 
territory,  to  wliirh  gave  the  name  of  Wullnre's  Island,  in  honour 
of  that  brave  and  worthy  oflicer,  wiio  fell  b^  the  hands  of  ilic  cauni* 
bale  to  the  massaere  of  May  28th,  while  aotmating  his  incn  to  defend 
tfaemaelves  like  troe  sons  of  Nefttone.  The  tioiber  oe  thie  ialaiid 
grows  to  an  extraordinaiy  aiis;  two  trees  of  which  we  aelected»  ae 
conveniently  situated  for  an  important  but  somewhat  novel  purpose. 
Prora  these  trees  wc  cut  away  the  tops,  at  the  height  of  forty-live  feet 
from  Uie  ground,  the  trunks  being  six  feet  in  diameter  near  the  roots. 
We  then  extended  floor-timbers  from  the  branches  oi  ouc  tree  lo  ihose 
of  the  otheTt  on  whidi  we  laid  a  platfonm  projeetiog  over  every  way 
about  aix  feet,  being  about  twenty-eight  feet  square.  On  this  platform 
we  erected  a  house,  or  rather  a  castle,  arrow-proof  and  water-tight, 
sufficiently  rnparioiis  to  acrommodate  f\(\y  men.  Here  we  mounted 
four  brass  swivel.s,  and  stationed  sixteen  of  our  best  men.  armed  with 
muskets,  who  were  to  sleep  there  every  night.  They  entered  this 
aerial  fortress  by  means  of  a  ladder,  which  was  immediately  drawn 
up  after  them. 

While  the  requisite  number  of  men  were  employed  in  building  this 

rn<?t1p,  fhe  remm'ndrr  of  the  rrcw  wrrr  busj'Iy  enurv^rd  fri  fiittino"  and 
clearing  away  the  timber  in  every  direction,  wiihm  bow-shot  of  the 
edifice,  and  in  rni-in<:  the  frame  of  a  house  for  curing  bicht-dc-mer. 
'i'hc  castle  overlooked  the  nonh  tad  of  this  building,  which  was  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length,  forty  feet  wide,  and  twenty-five  feet  in 
height.  Eighty-two  men  aifter  the  first  day  were  on  shore  every  day, 
diligently  laooitriiw,  until  l3ti»  castle  and  house  were  completed.  The 
trees  were  cleared  away  for  about  two  hundred  yirds  back  from  the 
castle  nnd  curing-house ;  so  that  in  case  of  an  nitack  from  the  natives, 
wc  might  have  an  open  field  and  a  fair  fight  tor  iU  These  buildings 
were  ntoated  near  tlie  shore,  about  ten  yards  from  high-water  marlt, 
diiecdy  ahieast  of  the  Antarctic.  The  object  of  the  castle  was  of 
eomse  to  protect  the  enring-houae  sad  uie  men  at  worit  in  and 
•round  it. 

Slf^pfernher  18M. — We  continued  our  operations  without  molestation 
until  Saturday,  the  18th,  when  the  castlt*  was  finished;  and  at  sir, 
P.  M.,  the  swivels  were  mounted,  and  the  place  garrisoned  with  sixteen 
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of  ovr  best  men,  amply  supplied  with  muskets,  ammunition,  Slc^ 
together  willi  provisions  and  water  for  oue  month*  in  case  of  its  beiog 

besieged  by  the  natives. 

On  the  following  mornings  at  daylight,  I  saw  on  the  Massacre 
Islaml  about  fitly  birange  canoes,  wlucii,  Mr.  iShaw  s^aid,  belonged  to 
the  other  islauda ;  and  that  be  had  never  known  a  caooe  to  stoj>  one 
night  irom  an  island  on  which  it  belonged  during  the  whole  period  of 
bis  captivity.  He  therefore  thought  tiiat  **  all  was  not  goiog  on  righu*^ 
Not  altogether  liking  the  aspect  of  these  strange  proceedings  myself 
the  crew  were  nor  allowed  to  go  on  shore  to  work  at  daylight,  a» 
usual  ;  as  I  thought  the  lives  of  my  men  >v(  re  of  more  inijxtrtance 
than  lime.  We  therefore  couimued  patiently  vvatchmg  Uie  mouou  of 
the  natives  until  eight  oVk>ck. 

In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Shaw  gave  me  a  still  more  particular  histor/ 
of  tlie  fifteen  miserable  weeks  of  his  captivity,  which  has  since  beeu 
laid  before  the  public  in  the  form  of  a  pamplilet ;  and  with  this  intei^ 
eating  narrative  the  present  ehapler  shall  be  concluded. 

A  Bri'  f  Skffr/(  of  (he  Sufferings  of  L,ron<inl  S/iaw  on  Mas:<!arrr. 
JilamL — On  the  '^Htli  of  May,  18:iO,  while  niy:»elt'  and  twenty  uiht  is 
were  employed  oa  w  hat  Capla.in  Morrell  has  designated  the  Slassacre 
Iskmdt  the  natives  made  a  determined  and  too  successful  attack  upon 
our  little  band.  Seven  of  the  number  made  their  escape  to  the  veaselt 
and  the  remaining  thirteen  met  with  instant  destruction. 

**  Our  Ilfih'  party  of  six  was  on  the  bank,  or  nortlt  side  of  the  islaoJ^ 
at  work,  totally  tlt  lencelc^s  and  unprotected,  except  by  tlie  umla  in  our 
liands  ;  our  arms,  <<:c.  having  been  left  at  the  house,  a  tiuartfr  of  a 
luile  di^ianl.  Hearing  the  ravage  yell  of  the  natives,  w  hich  still  rings 
to  my  ears,  and  can  never  be  foi  guuen,  we  took  to  the  beacli»  and  ran 
for  Ufe.  Here  we  were  immediately  surroimded  by  the  negroes. 
Tliree  of  my  comrades,  running  the  gauntlet,  plunged  into  tlic  water ; 
and  the  rest  of  ns,  not  being  swimmers,  fled  again  upon  the  beach. 
The  natives  being  elos^  in  pursuit,  my  two  remaining  companions 
w  eic  soon  om  riakcn  and  killed  upon  the  .spot,  by  ponderous  blows 
wiih  (he  w  ar-ciub.  I  alone  ouisirtpped  ihcir  speed,  and  changing  my 
course,  made  diiecdy  lor  ihc  woods. 

■<Here  slackening  my  pace  for  breath,  the  bloodhounds  soentod 
their  prey,  and  soon  came  upon  me.  Two  who  were  in  advance  of 
their  party  eommcnced  discharging  their  arrow  s  al  me,  and  I  had  now 
no  Ivope  ol  life  remaininnr.  However  chivalrir  might  have  been  the 
rfTerl  of  my  etToits — however  dearly  T  might  have  sold  my  life,  in  a 
eoinbai  for  its  prescn  aiion  again&t  the  ieariul  odda  of  au  eiuraged  ua^ 
tiou  in  anns — could  liave  ik>  hope  of  final  success.  Death,  in  its 
most  horrid  fbrma,  was  all  about  mo.  Still  I  elong  lo  life,  hopeleeo 
as  the  case  appeared ;  and  necessity  suggested  a  stratagem  to  pre- 
oorve  it.  Notwithstanding  the  haste  in  which  I  bad  fled,  I  had  kept 
the  axe  with  whirh  I  had  been  at  work.  I  Kliellered  myself  hrhind  a 
large  tree,  and  elevated  the  a\c-handlc  in  the  attitude  ol  tukni^i  ann 
with  a  musket.  Ktiuwiui^  ihr  lalal  elle<*tii  of  thai  jii^trumeut  of  deail), 
iny  pur»ucr:i  lied  from  lis  amu    Making  ilm  bc»l  ui  Uu^  momeuiary 
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adTantage,  I  quickly  ptnelialed  stiU  deeper  ima  the  teeeeies  of  Ihe 

woods,  and  eliidet!  their  pursiiir. 

**I  had  now  a  iiiile  time  to  recover  mv  brpn!!i  ;  and  conccaUii^  my- 
self beneath  some  felled  ircrs,  began  to  relitct  vipon  my  perilous 
situalton,  and  devise  means  of  escape.  I  well  knew,  if  1  came  wuhiit 
mch  of  the  wardvb  I  nmi  feel  iis  elfeolet  if  not  instant  dealh.  I 
therefore  detenmned  to  remain  in  wj  retreat  until  nij^  and  then  en- 
deavour to  make  mf  esei^e  to  the  schooner.  The  hoars,  though  feu-, 
p?.ssed  like  8ge<?  avray,  and  visions  of  horror,  and  fiope  nlt^^ruaiely 
clouded  and  liglitencd  my  heart.  At  length,  under  the  shatlt  i>  of  even- 
ing, I  ventured  to  the  beach  in  search  of  the  ressel,  buoyed  up  wiih 
the  thought  that  I  had  eluded  the  grasp  of  the  foe,  and  should  soon  re* 
gain  the  aehooner  to  relate  the  tato  of  those  who  had  perished.  But 
•he  liad  gone! 

**  Despair  at  disappointment  so  unexpected  unmanned  mc  for  a  mo- 
ment, and  I  inwardly  prayed  to  Heaven  for  death.  My  fcelinns  at 
this  crisis,  let  the  reader  conceive.  Cut  off  from  all  hope  oi  relief, 
nothing  lo  balit>fy  the  cravin|[s  ul  nature  but  an  appeal  to  tlie  untamed 
eavage,  from  whom  no  relief  but  death  eould  be  hoped,  and  that  death 
one  of  extreme  tortore!  A  momentary  thought  of  eelf«>immolirtion 
flashed  on  my  mind  ;  but  reason  retitnied«  foreiog  upon  me  the  recollec- 
tion that  the  Almighty  had  srt  his  canons  as^ainsf  trff-munhr ;  and  the 
ft  ar  of  something  ajtrr  death  made  me  rclpiit  :  and  I  finally  resolvedf 
come  weal  or  wo,  to  surrender  myself  up  ta  ihc  natives. 

Thus  deterauued,  1  bent  my  steps  towards  them,  with  WO  in  my 
heart  and  death  in  my  thoughts.  As  I  approached,  I  found  a  large 
par^  assembledt  and  preparationa  made  for  a  supper.  Advancing 
doae  enough  to  observr  c  vrry  motion,  mj  blood  curdled  aa  I  looked 
upon  the  horrid  spectnrlo,  and  beheld  my  murdered  friends  roasting  for 
the  least !    I  remained  m  the  ncighbouiltood  two  or  three  hours,  riveted, 

it  were,  to  the  spot.  My  heart  bled  for  the  poor  R'Hows ;  for, 
though  aceualumed  lo  the  btorms  and  daugers  of  the  ocean,  its  ^ensi- 
bilitiee  were  too  delleate  Co  contemplate  immored  a  acene  like  this. 
The  reiroltmg  thought  that  a  similar  fate  awaited  myself  when  in  their 
power  ehanged  my  pre?ieus  resolves,  and  turned  my  footsteps  again 
to  the  woods.  I  ^iTtnmoned  all  mv  firmno'«.  and  deViberaielv  made  im 
my  nund  to  stars  e  m  my  hiding-place,  rather  than  trust  to  the  ieiuty 
of  such  rutVih  ss  monsters. 

"Tiie  Ureail  oi  suilcnng  what  1  liad  seen  kept  me  iu  my  retreat  four 
days  and  nights,  when  the  calls  of  hunger  forced  me  out  in  eeareh  of 
food.  After  aome  time  I  procured  three  young  coeoanutSf  eomaining 
little  else  than  water  and  shell ;  and  subsisted  upon  these  and  the  refresh- 
ing showers  of  Heaven  until  the  lifte enth  dav  after  t!ic  ma«!sarre.  The 
weather  tjpon  these  islands  is  contiiuially  rhanwing,  like  lite  April  seasoa 
ol  our  own  counir)' ;  alternate  suashme  and  showers.  My  hidmg-place, 
though  it  sheltered  me  from  the  first,  exposed  me  to  tlie  latter,  and  I 
wia»  during  thia  timt»  liletally  dnpping  wot  On  the  monii«g  of  the 
Meoalh  day,  after  eamleasly  looking  to  aaoertain  the  safenr  of  the 
neasore,  I  alietched  myself  in  the  aua  to  dry.  Thiib  MtdeoOr  ma  a 
iaxnry  ioflae;batalasl  how  brief. 
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**I  hnH  not  hvrn  !hfre  I  on  <»■  before  an  Indian  fnmc  upon  mf,  recog- 
nised mc,  fled,  and  ^;avo  an  Hlarm.  I  followed  him  to  the  beach,  inK  nd- 
insf  to  give  mysoir  up  and  supplicate  for  mercy.  On  the  beach  I  met 
u  party  of  the  natives,  who  h&u  collected  at  the  thout  of  my  discoverer. 
I M  down  on  my  torn*  before  them,  •odiridi  leers  of  engvehetfeam- 
Ingfrom  my  eyes,  entreated  them  lo  spare  my  life.  The  chief  of  the 
party  approached,  and  the  others,  seemg  that  I  made  no  resistaaett 
»!roppefl  tlieir  hows.  I  did  think,  fi>r  a  moment,  that  mercy  was  not 
cnlirely  unknown  among  them;  but  the  precious  thought  had  hardly 
passed,  when  one  oi  ihe  bioutcst  chieftaiiia  ^ave  me  a  blow  ou  ihe  back 

of  the  heed  with  «  war-cleb,  and  I  knew  no  more ! 

•  •••• 

^     In  the  afternoon,  six  or  aofcn  hours,  as  near  as  I  cocddjtidge,afler 

the  wonnd  wn?  inflicted,  roy  scattered  senses  be^an  to  return.  I  raised 
my  hand  to  the  bark  of  my  head,  and  touad  my  scull  was  broken  to 
the  extent  of  two  or  three  inches  each  way.  I  was  faint  from  loss  of 
blood — disconnected  images  floated  before  my  imagination — and  the 
most  exquisite  pains  darted  through  all  my  Unibs*  Tncning  ind  rais* 
ittg  myself  a  little,  I  Uttered  an  imprecation  npon  the  barbarians,  and 
prayed  to  God  for  deliverance  in  death ;  and  as  my  sight  returned,  my 
vacant  eye  re^tfd  upon  rhicftain  before  nnobserved  On  my  knees, 
with  uplifted  luiud^,  I  laiplored  his  frientl^lup,  and  bcgg« d  liini  to  inter- 
cede for  mercy  in  my  bchail.  I  gave  him  to  underataud,  as  well  a^  I 
coold,  that  I  wooKd  live  with  him  wad  serve  htm  as  a  slave  for  ever,  if  he 
would  save  me  from  the  vengeance  of  has  elan.  He  gave  some 
alight  signs  of  assem,  and  bade  me  follow  him.  Rousing  all  my  en- 
rrflrics,  I  stood  upon  mv  feet  once  more  and  obeyed.  After  I  had  been 
at  his  house  a  shoii  nmc,  lie  fdlcd  mv  wound  with  wnmi  watrr,  nud 
compelled  nie  to  keep  my  head  in  a  pooHion  lo  prevent  runinn^  out,, 
until  It  hud  cooled,  when  the  same  opcratiuu  was  repeated  ;  and  after 

this  was  pooled  oUt,  (dbe  wound  was  filled  with  sand,  and  I  was  nlaced 
in  a  hut  by  myself  and  meteifolly  suffered  to  lemainmdistnibea  until 
the  next  morning. 

♦*  At  early  dawn  I  was  called  tip,  stripped  of  all  my  apparel,  and  set 

to  work.  All  the  iron  and  tools  {>!ufidrred  from  \hr  workshop  were 
produced,  and  I  commenced  the  mauuiaclurc  ot  knives.  Being  better 
acquainted  widi  the  duties  of  a  son  of  Neptune  than  of  Vulcan,  my 
progress  was  slow,  and  my  productions  not  remailuhly  well  finished ; 
mtt  I  did  the  best  I  could.  T  followed  this  occupation  five  or  sixdsyu, 
nnd  was  delighted  even  in  such  a  relief  from  their  barbarities ;  so  much 
^■ct,  indeed,  that  I  almo«^t  forgot  my  wound,  to  which  no  applicntions 
liad  been  admiuistcred  but  those  I  have  mentioned.  The  youni^i  r 
natives,  however,  eavc  me  a  call  occasionally,  to  pass  away  tlie  time  m 
tomtnttng  mo  wim  thek  ^hes  and  jeers,  and  irritating  and  worrying 
'  mj  patttneo  in  ovorv  hnagmaUo  way.  Bnt  fiendliko  as  appeared  these 
aansing  fireaks  of  the  yoonger  aavagee,  they  weto  Indeed  of  servieo  to 
^  me,  inasmuch  as  the}'  serrcd  to  strengthen  my  nen'cs  and  enable  me  to 
resist  with  greater  firmncBS  the  adduional  torments  which  were  in  store 
for  me.  ^ligh  as  my  expectations  were  raised  by  the  raillery  of  these  4een 


Digitized  by  Google 


444 


MASSACRE  ISLANDS. 


them^  unlettered  wits,  I  aeUom  ufierad  on  the  soote  of  disappoiBU 
ment.    Far  different,  indeed,  were  the  sufierings  I  really  endured. 

AVhou  1  had  i^ot  through  the  manufacture  of  thr*  knives,  as  ifdc- 
termmcd  to  have  none  ol  my  time  misspent,  arraiitremcnts  were  made 
for  me  to  visit  the  principal  chief  of  the  whole  group  of  iblauds.  ll  m 
residence  was  at  an  island  about  five  miles  dmant ;  and  I  was  com* 
peUed  to  porforaa  the  pilgrimage  on  foot,  along  the  coral  reef  which 
eonneets  ail  the  i^lancfa;  barefooted,  over  roeks.aad  shells,  and  my 
whole  body  completely  exposed  to  the  scorching^  rays  of  ffie  sun.  It 
is  in  Tarn  for  inr  to  nucmpt  to  give  svcii  a  faint  idea  of  the  anguish  I 
euflered  upon  Uiai  hurning:  day. 

Kvery  iitcp  1  made  left  the  imprint  of  my  foot  in  blood  upon  the 
roeks  ana  shells,  and  I  sddoro  made  a  step  upon  that  croel  atraod  that 
did  not  open  n  new  channel  for  the  purple  current  to  flow  from  my 
lacerated  feet.  How  I  survived  that  awful  day  I  cannot  tell.  Am^ 
the  drradfiil  terrors  with  u  liich  it  visited  me,  I  f^nvc  tip  all  my  iliou^hls 
to  God,  and  cried  aloud,  *  O/i,  n  hi;  hast  thou  forsaken  me  f  But  he  had 
not  forsaken  me,  Jbr  he  Iwelh  whom  he  chatUnelh  ;  and  I  was,  with 
almost  supechnvan  strangih,  enabled  to  boar  up  through  my  suflcr- 
ings.  and  at  die  latter  part  of  my  joomcy  my  feelinp  hald  become  so 
ealk>us,  that  I  had  forgotten  aU  aenso  of  paiin  and  the  whole  of  my 
thoughts  had  flowed  into  one  current — -and  that  curceut  diiecttog  my 
soul  in  its  purest  fcrveney  of  prayi  r  to  Ifp-ivcn. 

"  The  kin?  v'^two  out  and  met  us  on  the  beach,  and  I  was  made  to 
huiuble  myself  before  ium,  and  kiss  his  hands  and  feet.  After  some 
Other  trifling  eeromooiesi  whbh  I  pass  ofver,  those  who  had  me  in 
cntodv  reeeived  oeitain  orders,  and  were  then  directed  to  take  me 
hack  the  aame  night  A  cliill  of  horror  ran  though  ray  veins,  and  cold 
drops  of  sweat  started  like  electricity  upon  my  fevered  flesh,  as  the 
import  of  this  order  was  manifested  to  my  bewildered  senses.  Now  I 
}>raycd  to  (iod  for  deatli — ann  iiraih~\n  «r^ve  me  from  the  shocking 
pain  of  ret  racing  iliut  rugged  paili  i  iiad  uuUdcxi,  and  which  was  marked 
at  every  step,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  with  clotted  Uood  from  my 
feet;  umI  my  feet  themselveS' were  so  wofuUy  buichmd  that  I  had 
given  up  all  hopes  of  using  them  again  for  erer ! 

"With  feelings  like  these  to  combat,  it  required  a  atoutcr  heuit  than 
mine  to  resist  despair,  and  I  invohuuariiy  sun m  lrrrd  myself  up  to  that 
unhappy  influence.  Thus  1  remained  until  cvtuiag  came  ;  when  the 
savages,  seeing  the  utter  impossibiluy  of  my  returumg  any  uUier  wuy, 
graciously  look  me  bock  in  n  eanoe  \ 

**  The.  next  day  my  poor  body  presented  a  ^ectaele  too  appalling 
for  the  cootemplatioo  of  any  hnman  heart  or  eyo  not  need  to  dwell  un* 
moved  on  scenes  of  the  severest  suffering — of  the  most  heart-rending 
distress.  I  was  coveretl  froTii  }^^a(i  to  foot  witli  smarting  blisters,  the 
e^ct  of  exposure  to       sun  m  my  drcadiul  journey  fl' yesterday. 

^  In  addiUon  to  all  iin»,  and  as  li  my  cup  of  woes  vva&  uui  lull  to 

Ofsrfbwh^  the  younger  dniU  if  I  tniy  be  esensed  lor  esUmg  then 
SB  eowsnsid  nn  nitaek  npoa  my  bend  and  whkksrs,  pulling  out 
thn  latter  in  laige  bunches ;  asr  wmud  they  dcftist  from  their  helliah 
spotty  until  I  bed,  in  tlieeztnme  agony  of  my  sottl«  implored  of  them—* 
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in  cries  of  such  searcliing  misery  as  lo  reach  even  a  eannibars  heart 
^he  humble  privflege  of  being  suffered  to  perform  that  etqidsite  act 
of  torture  myself*   And  at  length  it  was  decreed  that  mercy  so  ht 

should  be  shown  mc.  1  wore,  at  the  time  I  was  taken,  a  very  large 
p:iir  of  wlilskcrs, — lo^(,^  full,  and  bushy;  and  my  beard  had  grown  to 
H  great  loni^'th,  as  1  liad  not  shaved  since  I  1<  ft  the  vp^'^fl.  Every 
hair  of  both  ihese  I  coolly  siu  d(j\vn  to  extract  with  iny  own  handa  and 
a  pair  of  pearl-shells,  used  as  tw  eezers,  rather  than  submit  to  the  out- 
rageous method  in  which  my  imhallowed  perseeuton  had  aought  to 
divest  me  of  them.  Every  twhch  with  the  tweezers  drew  tears  from 
my  eyes ;  and  when  the  reader  recollects  the  sitmition  I  was  in*  he  will 
readily  imagine  that  the  blood  flowed  freely  as  I  followed  the  opera- 
tion. Evrry  pull  sent  a  thrill  through  my  frame  like  the  application 
of  a  siiowt  r  of  needles  ;  and  w  hilc  my  eyes  were  strraniing  with  tears, 
thus  cruelly  wrung  from  tlicui,  my  checks,  and  ciiiu,  and  lips  were 
elotted  with  htoo£  This  tortmv,  whieh  I  was  eompelled  to  inflict 
upon  myself,  or  suffer  It  to  be  more  harshly  perfbrmea  by  others,  oo- 
copied  four  days ;  and  the  single  act  of  itselft  independent  of  all  my 
other  suflermgs,  was  sufficient  to  make  me  curse  the  hour  in  which  I 
wns  bom  ;  and  as  1  sat  there  in  my  misery,  the  most  pitiable  object 
upon  which  the  bun  ever  shone,  I  wopt  in  deepest  'jriof  niy  loilorii 
condition,  as  I  prayed  again  and  again  lu  a  merciful  (Jud  lu  lake  ma 
from  sQch  monsters  to  himself. 

But  while  all  this  accumulation  of  monstrosities  was  heaping  upon 
me,  another,  not  less  iKubamus,  rendered  their  effect  still  more  severe. 
Tl  .i-  was  hunger  !  I  lived  only  upon  the  gills,  and  (ins,  and  bones  of 
fish,  afti  r  ihoy  Irid  passed  the  table  ot  If'  nnecn^  the  chief  whose  slave 
1  was  ;  and  iny  allowance  of  ihese  b(  ing  insufficient  for  subsistence,  I 
hud  piiitd  away  to  a  mere  slvcleton.  Ascertaining  that  the  rats  upon 
the  island  were  feasted  and  fattened  upon  the  very  oll'als  which  were 
denied  to  me,  for  (he  especial  benefit  of  the  chiefhiins,  I  set  to  woiic 
devising  a  plan  to  entrap  some  of  these  stall-fed  luxuries.  I  had  been 
given  to  understand  it  as  a  high  crim«  to  kill  one  of  them ;  ncverthe* 
less  my  fortunes  were  do^jpcrate,  and  1  had  no  hcsiiatioii  in  risking 
my  life  one  way  to  pave  it  another.  In  the  darkness  of  night  i  en- 
trapped many  a  fat  ft^llow,  aud  feasted  upon  iiim  in  the  silence  of 
my  seclusion  with  more  true  joy  and  a  sweeter  relish  than  the  proudest 
monarch  ever  knew,  surrotmde'd  by  all  the  pomp  and  circumstance  of 
royalty,  when  banqueting  upon  the  choicest  viands  of  the  world.  Tho 
rais  alone  saved  me  from  death  by  starvation;  and  as  an  expression 
of  my  «(ratiiude,  1  freely  confess  that  I  hnve  rrvfdtc  J  from  that  portion 
of  the  human  family  who  have  declared  a  w.ir  ol  i  xlei  niinntinn  a  rtinst 
their  degraded  race.  I  testify  to  the  virtues  of  the  species — i  have 
tasted  iu 

During  ray  captivity,  and  amid  all  my  distresses,  I -was  subjected 
to  perform  the  offices  of  the  most  degraded  slave.  I  was  a  mere 
*  hewer  of  wood  and  drawer  of  watei^  to  the  meanest  of  their  clan,  and 

a  standing  mark  for  the  ridicide  and  ribaldry  of  all  aroimd  me.  And 
it  wns  under  these  circumstances  that  Iemploye<l  r\ n  v  hrmr  of  Irtstire 
1  could  steal  in  cleansing  my  soriy  woimd  of  the  sand  with  which  it 
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hnd  been  filled.  Some  time  ^tcr  it  bcg^n  to  heal,  a  piece  of  the  scull 
bone  came  oul  about  two  inches  in  length,  and  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in 
breadih.  1  look  out  ihe  eand  gradually  wuli  aiy  hands,  and  held  my 
i)cad  Hi  a  poauiou  to  catch  water  iu  tlie  wound  a&  it  rained,  to  aid  me 
in  deansiog  it.  lathis  way  I  got  ridi>f  it  all  in  about  three  vedk0» 
with  the  exception  of  a  stone  about  the  size  of  a  buckshot*  which  had 
forced  its  way  down  into  the  hollow  of  my  neck.  This  caused  me 
mnrh  pain  and  irritation,  and  took  me,  o(T  and  on,  all  of  two  days  to 
get  out.  Ill  these  operations  I  had  no  iiisfrurneriis  to  assist  me  ;  in^ 
fingers  aJone  did  tlic  work,  and  to  these  tlie  sense  of  feeling  was  of 
course  the  only  guide. 

•*  In  this  way  f*  lived*  and  moved,  and  had  my  bemsf  until  about  a 
week  before  the  Aniarciic  returned;  a  day  on  which  it  had  been  |N0> 
inulgated  tliat  I  should  be  killed  and  roasted  for  a  feast,  at  sunrise. 
At  daylight  I  was  called  forth  for  the  sacrifice,  and  taken  to  that  fatjil 
part  of  the  island,  on  the  south  side,  which  had  ah-eady  been  moist- 
ened by  the  blood  of  my  frieiids,  over  whose  ruasitd  carcasses  the  iu^ 
hnman  nonsters  had  rent  the  air  with  their  shouts  offiendieh  miitfa. 
All  the  dread  labotus  of  preparation  were  upon  my  slionldas — the  wood 
for  the  fire,  the  water,  fruits,  6lc.^  necessary  to  complete  the  leasts 
were  brought  by  my  hands  ;  and  all  the  minute  and  degrading  arrange- 
ments for  the  immolation  were  iua<le  by  the  victim  liimself.  These 
being  completed,  tiie  axe — that  very  instrument  at  which  their  coward 
hearts  quailed  in  the  wooda^waa  pointed  out  to  mc,  and  I  ordered  to 
sit  dofwn  by  the  side  of  it»  and  assnred  that  that  was  to  wind  up  my 
eareer  as  soon  as  the  chief  king  arrived.  As  I  was  prepared  for  my 
fate,  I  rccci\  cd  this  annunciation  with  calmness  and  feclitnde*  and 
awaited  the  hnppv  moment  of  death  with  impaii^^nrf . 

"In  Uus  coiuli'ion  of  tilings,  before  the  appointc  il  hour  of  sacriiiec, 
I  gave  myself  up  to  reflection.  Memory  lor  a  siiori  time  was  busy 
with  the  past,  the  present,  and  the  intnre^  The  vast  ocean  was  passed ; 
nad»  Ulte  a  ray  of  light,  I  was  wafted  to  the  joyous  little  group  upon 
the  schod-house  steps  of  my  far  off  home.  Kecollectjoa  ran  uirough 
the  scenes  of  cnrlirr  life,  and  brought  up  nfrc^h  the  innocent  gnmbof"? 
oi  childliood  and  youth,  when  arrayed  in  ■=uiiics  ol  contentment  imd 
peace.  I  looked  on  this  picture  of  beauiy  with  de\i<i;hl ;  but  tis  I  gnzecU 
it  faded  away,  luid  iiiomury  came  back  to  my  desolate  slate,  di»  a  sdiout 
from  the  ehi^hiins  restored  my  senses  to  the  business  before  ns.  It 
was  noon,  and  a  messenger  brought  information  that  the  Idug  was  not 
pleased  to  attend  on  that  day,  and  that  I,  for  the  present,  nmst  be  die* 
charged  and  sent  Iiomc. 

"I  cannot  say  but  I  was  r!i -np]iointrJ  once  in  regard  to  their  cruel- 
tics,  but  I  do  say  1  iliouglii  ihe  ilisaj>|HJintment  more  cruel  than  the 
reality  could  possibly  have  been,  as  the  latter  would  iiave  ended  all 
my  woes;  whereas,  if  I  lived,  I  knew  I  nmst  be  subject  to  their  eon- 
tinnance.  And  it  was  ao.  I  lived  m  contmual  torment  from  that  lima 
up  to  the  very  hour  the  vessel  arrived. 

"  After  nn  ah«;onc«  of  one  hundred  nnd  eis^ht  days,  the  Anlarrtic  hove 
jii  tiijitt  on  the  13th  of  8opffinbcr.  The  natives  first  disrovrR  J  iier 
as  slic  peered  in  beauty  beyoAd  the  conU  reef,  and  dew  to  my  hut  wiih. 
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the  news.  This  I  apprehended  would  be  ihc  signal  lor  my  deaih,  and 
1  endeavoured  to  convince  iheni  ihal  the  vessel  in  sight  was  not  the 
o»e  to  which  1  beioosed ;  hut  they  were  hardly  to  be  coQviiiced  that  il 
was  possibte  fat  anodier  vessel  to  have  dkoovered  tiieiii  in  so  short  a 
tiae.  I  drew  two  figorss  ia  the  sand,  one  of  whkh  I  represented  as 
lbs  Aniaietic  bound  on  her  course  from  the  island,  and  the  other  as  the 
one  now  comin::  in,  and  of  which  I  liad  no  knowledge;  but  my  labotir 
was  in  vain,  lor  they  persisted  in  their  beUefi  and  woidd  not  be  ooa* 
\itteed  to  the  contrary. 

The  schooner  did  not  come  in  that  night,  but  anchored  oil  at  a  dis« 
taoee.  While  she  lay  there  the  emotions  that  same  and  went  over  nqr 
fceart  were  hodi  pleasant  and  painfuL  It  was  detightfidt  1 
had  xnkte^OMt  to  feel  utf  hopes  of  release  brightened  up  even  hy  the 
prccarions  chance  of  escnpe  which  the  arrival  of  the  schooner  pre- 
sented ;  but  the  ulter  impo~''ilMlity  of  carrying  such  a  measure  luui  ex- 
ecution clouded  over  tlie  prospect,  and  I  settled  myself  down  agaia  in 
siidness  and  grief.  Thus  I  passed  tlie  night,  iu  fitful  dreams  of  hope 
and  despair — changing  withsndi  rapidity  that  it  was  a  matter  of  doibe 
to  me  whieh  left  the  £epest  imprcssioiw 

**Tbe  next  morning  all  was  bustle  and  pfoparation — canoes  caiao 
swarming  from  all  the  islands  of  the  group,  crowded  with  warriors — 
iho  din  of  war,  with  its  uproar  and  confusion,  reigned  nround — aiid 
happily,  ray  poor  self  was  entirely  neglected  and  forgoiicu.  Five  or 
six  hundred  warriors,  in  canoes,  on  the  reef,  &c.,  commenced  a  furious 
auack  upon  the  sehooner,  as  if  they  imended  to  demc^h  her  at  a  stoglo 
blow;  but  the  welMheeted  ellbits  of  her  commander  soon  repulsed 
them,  and  they  fstumed  in  diwMderv  and  ravmg  like  iSons. 

**  The  eaptain — ^)iow  fortunate  for  me ! — commenced  a  regular  can* 
nonade  upon  the  island  ;  whicli,  de^^troyin?  their  houses  and  lives  indis- 
criminately,  excited  great  consternation  among  tlu m,  and  led  to  the 
measure  of  sending  me  lo  sue  lur  a  parley.  This  havinff  been  decided 
upon,  i  was  brought  funii,  atui  desired  by  tlie  queen  to  «j;o  olf  and  slop 
the  *  booing,'  as  she  termed  the  thunder  of  the  eannon.  Fearing  a 
shower  of  arrows  would  be  sent  aAer  me,  I  hesitated  and  exinessed 
my  fears  as  plainly  as  possible,  and  Hcnnccn^  my  master,  was  sent  for, 
and  desired  to  scndmc  on  board  Ifc  did  not  like  to  iru^t  me  out  of 
his  reach,  but  I  gave  him  lo  UfuU  r  inifl  thnt  I  would  go  on  bonrd  and 
stop  the  *  booing,'  atid  come  immcdiatt  iy  b.ick.  And  m  order  to  assist 
his  patriotism  in  seudiitg  lue  away  to  save  hi^  cotmtry  from  destruc- 
tion, I  made  hhn  bc^eve  I  would  on  no  aeeonnt  undertake  the  miseioB 
unless  he  woidd  eonsent  to  mv  returning  to  live  with  him  the  rest  of  my 
life.  This  bait  tOOk  admirably,  and  he  assured  mc  that  if  I  returned  i 
should  be  for  ever  safe  from  harm,  and  the  object  of  his  especial  care. 

"1  now  began  to  feel  my  consequence  a  little  I  stood  between  my 
friends  and  enemies,  in  a  most  conspicuous  light.  To  my  charge  was 
committed  the  diplomatic  iimciions  of  a  powerful  nation,  and  I  started 
off  to  accomplish  tlie  object  of  my  mission.  Conceiving  myself  as  yei 
hndlF  aeeors  fiom  their  treachery,  after  paddling  fifty  yards,  I  letnmeil 
and  msde  my  master  repeat  all  his  promisee  and  professions,  and  then 
ambaiked  m  good  earnest,  with  the  longest  and  stiongasl  pulls  1  eouU 
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make  for  the  schooner.  When  I  got  beyond  ihe  reach  of  t]ir  fnvages, 
^onic  inippn'eptible  jiower  seemed  to  give  new  strenoih  to  my  arms 
aiiU  a  uiighly  hupulse  to  my  trail  bark — the  little  oar  £ell  Uke  a  leather 
in  my  grasp,  and  th9  emoe  *  walked  the  water  like  a  Uiing  of  VikJ 

**  The  fire  from  the  Antarede  immedialeljr  eeaaed  as  the  canoe  came 
off  from  tlie  shore,  and  I  made  direcUy  for  the  vessel.  My  form  was 
emaciated  and  wasted  to  siirli  a  detzrce,  and  so  defaced  witli  paiiit  of 
various  roVmrs,  and  my  face  so  couiplefclv  cliani^cd,  from  the  lo^i-s  of 
my  huge  wiiiskers,  that  no  otic  on  board  lije  s<  liooner  could  poiksibly 
recognise  roe  without  hearing  my  voice.  \Vhen  I  had  arrived  withia 
vpmSmg  distanee,  tbe  eaptain  hailed^  '.Who*a  dierel' — *0!d  Shaw, 
*  come  bML  agaiat*  was  my  reply,  9p  I  lodged  on  t}\e  goal  I  puiBBed 
With  a  heart  full  of  joy  to  the  brim.  I  soon  came  alongside,  where  I 
received  a  suit  of  clothes,  put  ihem  on,  and  mounted  once  more  tlia 

bright  dock  of  the  Antarctic. 

^  And  what  a  scene  w&n  here ! — the  cantaiu  and  his  good  lady  eluug 
mm!  ttiy  necfc  and' wepc  for  joy ;  and  all  the  crew  received  me  with  a 
weleome  so  generous,  eo  coidi8l»  and  affeetlon«le,  that  all  wy  woes 
were  for  the  time  foiigotleo,— «Bd -the  scene,  the  oeeasion,  and  tire 
bliss  are  so  engn^  en  xiy^n  my  memoryt-tkat  th^  eao  only  he  eflaced 
when  the  last  spark  of  iife  is  extinct^ 

.  The  whole  of  these  islands  are  under  the  abscluie  sway  of  u  bingie 
chief.  Each  of  the  separate  islands  has  a  gubordinaie  chief*  wiiii 
many otheis  dependent  oii  him.  I eoold  dtscover among  themnotraoe 
of  raigion — ^no  appearance  of  any  thing  Vke  a  rereitncelbr  a  anpccSor 

power.    The  ehiefs  indulge  in  pi^ygamy,  but  the  generahty  of  tlie  men 

have  but  one  w'ifc.  The  women  arc  reserved  and  chaste,  their  hus- 
bands killing  lliein  without  any  scruples  on  tlic  least  stispiclon  of  inii- 
delity.  As  1  saw  but  few  children  during  niy  captivity,  it  i.s  mv  im- 
pression they  kill  them  all  except  those  of  the  chieis.    Their  huLa  are 

mn^le,  and  constrnetedirf' bamboo,  and  eovand  with  eoeonutt  kam." 


CHAPTER  IX, 

Massacre  Ul.tnds— ^T.^r<  Trrnoht  ry — WMlace'fi  Isltind  invaded — The  CastJe  at- 
tucki  d— Tiie  AKsailauts  UefcutcJ — llennpen  slain — Massncre  Island  evacuated 
bv  the  Native* — ^Thfl  Antftrctic's  Crew  land — Interment  of  the  Martyrs'  Sculls-* 
itolnK's's  narrow  Escape- -'r!i(>  Kati'r|iri-;o  iil>:iii<iiinf d — 5^;iil  f(vr  Bciika  I>l.*ni<.l— 
Sl  George's  Channel — ISVw-lrciand — The  JSiativcs — Fcriihiy  and  nataml 
RkhM  of  the  Coantiy— New*Britsui-*Dimipict*s  Idaad. 

Tin  sn^Mciooa  movements  alluded  to  in  the  last  chapter  continued 
to  r!i<fagtOTT  attention  until  eight  A.  M.,  when  Henneeni  the  chief  of 
thf  Massacre  Island,  came  olT  to  the  edge  of  the  reef,  to  oOVr  us  some 
fruit,  which  he  In.d  been  in  the  habit  of  dnina  four  or  live  titiic«  every 
day,  since  our  purcha<$c  of  Wailace'^  Island  i  and  we  had  alwayak^cui 
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a  boat  ill,  to  receive  liis  fruit,  nijfl  pay  him  for  ir,  Rnsnf^rtin»y  some 
treachery,  however,  oa  the  present  occasion,  I  wouitl  allow  no  boat  to 
meet  him.  He  remained  there,  holding  his  fruit  up  to  view,  for  about 
m  qvianer  of  tii  botnr  $  when,  finding  no  prepamioM  on  fool  to  meet 
hiin,  he  started  for  Wailace*s  Island. 

This  circumstaiire  surprised  us  not  a  little,  M  notOMof  iheiiatiTed 
had  luiided  on  Mnt  i^lHiid  since  we  fir«;t  look  possession  of  it.  In  the 
next  monieni,  to  our  utter  asionishmeiit,  we  saw  about  one  hundred 
canoes  put  oH'  from  the  back  side  of  the  Massacre  Uland,  and  all 
steering  for  WaUace*s  Island,  in  Older  of  battle.  Their  object  was  now 
too  manifest  to  be  mistaken,  and  we  took  our  meanree  aooordingly. 
The  guns  of  the  Amaretio  were  immediately  ma  out ;  and  withoot  the 
least  noise,  our  preparations  were  in  a  moment  completed. 

Hemicen  was  the  lirst  to  reach  the  isl;ind  and  the  hrst  to  land,  which 
fie  did  on  the  beach  directly  in  front  of  the  c  as  lie.  The  instant  his 
foot  iiad  touched  the  sand,  he  gave  ilie  horrid  warhoop ;  and  the 
echoes  of  the  infernal  yell  were  still  busy,  when,  with  w  miewertns 
ahonr,  out  darted  ttom  the  thicket  in  rear  of  the  casde  two  bundtei 
painted  devils,  armed  with  bows  and  wer-elobel  Theoe  must  hanv 
secreted  themselves  there  the  night  before,  nnperceived  by  our  look-out 
at  the  castle,  which  was  now  about  to  be  assailed  on  two  sides  at  once, 
in  front  and  rear.  When  the  assailants  had  advanced  to  within  one 
hundred  and  tifiy  yards  of  their  object,  they  opened  upon  it  with  iheir 
archery,  and  showers  of  arrows  rattled  on  its  roof  and  sidea  like  a  mipuXl 
of  hail.  They  still  advanced,  and  still  discharged  their  anowa, 
deafening  yells,  and  looks  of  desperate  ferocity,  till  within  fifteen  yards 
of  the  yet  silent  barter}-,  in  the  sides  and  roof  of  which  were  DOW  Mack* 
ing  about  three  thousand  arrow?. 

Obedient  to  previous  oniers,  in  anticipation  of  such  an  emergency, 
our  men  in  the  garrison  were  careful  not  to  waste  their  ammnnitioii* 
but  waited  for  the  savages  to  come  to  cloee  qnarters,  some  of  them  being 
withb  forty  feet  before  a  gon  was  fired  from  the  fortress.  The  swivels 
and  muskets  then  spoke  to  some  purpose ;  while  the  Antarctic  opened 
her  larboard  battery  on  the  ennoe?,  which  were  all  between  her  and 
the  now  hlazinr^  c;istle.  The  sav.igos  had  not  anticipated  such  a  ter- 
rific reaction  ;  detiueratc  u%i  they  were,  they  could  not  stand  the  fury 
of  the  shock ;  bat  hastily  gathered  np  thefar  wonnded,  and  part  of  thie 
killed,  and  aiade  a  precipitate  and  disorderly  retreat,  leaving  many  of 
Aeir  war-implements  scattered  about  the  field. 

The  roar  of  our  c  ^nnon,  echoed  and  re  echoed  as  it  vva-4  from  every 
island  in  iho  iiroup.  cm  1-  :itly  terrified  'li'  -^avacres  more  than  the  mys- 
terious fall  of  iheir  companions.  Uniike  their  arrows,  our  messengers 
of  death  were  invisible—*'  unseen,  bot  feh,**  and  ihenr  fatal  efieet  was 
naturally  attributed  to  the  awfol  beOowing  of  the  blamng  engines. 
Instead  of  dietr  contents ;  as  some  people  tremble  at  a  peal  of  thnder, 
who  arennmoved  by  die  Ughtning*s  flash.  They  considered  ♦»'ernsplves 
in  danger  so  hn^^  as  they  eonld  hear  the  sound  of  our  guns  j  which,  it 
being  perfectly  calm,  fairlv  made  the  forests  ircmhle,  as  it  reverberated 
through  the  islands,  and  died  away  among  tiie  distant  coral  recfo 
Great  numbers  of  ihcm  took  the  water,  lUm  Imtfed  ionlnr  ft^^on^k 
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for  safety  by  pluagiog  beneath  its  glassy  bosom,  leaving  their  cnnocsto 
the  management  of  one  or  two  men  in  each,  who  fiajiprned  lo  be  i^'iftpd 
-vikh  iiuonger  uerves.  As  belf-defeuce  was  our  sole  ubjeo,  we  ul 
4Q««ne  had  bo  tDodve  for  molestiag  or  retarding  t'leir  lemi,  IniI  wialied 
then  CSodkapeed,**  from  the  heart 

Oar  attetuion  was  now  attracted  by  a  display  of  the  Ameiicim  ilag 
from  one  of  the  posts  of  the  citadel,  bristling  with  arrovrs  as  thickly 
planted  as  they  could  stick.  'J'liis  syniHol  of  triumph  was  hailed  with 
ihrcp  Jjcartv  cheers  Irom  the  Aniarctic,  which  wda  iiisiauiJ}'  responded 
lo  by  our  brave  lads  of  tlie  **  castle  in  the  air,**  while  their  drummer 
and  iifer  atniok  up  the  cheering  national  air  of  YmJtse  Ikoik.  After 
whieh,  ia  honour  of  the  brave  British  tars,  comprising  a  lespeetable 
portion  of  onr  erew«  Uiey  played    Rule  Britannia,^ 

Our  boats  were  now  immediately  lowcrct!,  and  all  hands,  with  th.e 
exception  of  the  boatswain,  gunner,  and  tlic  first  officer,  landed  on 
Wallace's  Island.  Here,  on  the  beautiful  garden-spot  we  had  cleared, 
aaatead  of  lender  plants  and  flowers,  springing  from  the  virgin  soil,  we 
Iband  horrid  vestiges  of  the  recent  coimact ;  the  ground  being  coYcred 
with  the  crimson  clotted  blood  of  these  obatinate,  infuriated  savagea. 
They  had  drnrly  atoned  for  <heir  trcnrhrry ;  the  manes  of  our  massa- 
cred friends  were  surely  appeas( d— lor  tlvcir  deaths  had  been  fearfully 
aven'T<od  »  But  revenge  was  not  our  object  *,  this  bloody  business  was 
«ui  oi  oui  seeking.  Two  u»en  only  were  wounded  on  uur  pan,  by 
arrowa  which  penetrated  die  ports.  Their  namea  were  George  Boms 
<and  WiUiam  Hughes ;  both  English  seamen. 

We  now  turned-tOa  and  okade  up  for  lost  time,  iu  (iuishing  our 
'■Cltring-house,  and  rlearing  away  the  forest  sii!!  rnrihcr  hack,  in  rear 
of  the  castle.  Burns  and  llughes  were  tnkcn  on  board  ihe  Aniarctic, 
Aviicre  their  wounds  were  dressed ;  one  of  liicm  being  wounded  in  the 
liead  and  the  other  in  the  leg.  Neither  of  their  wounds,  however,  was 
^langeroos,  and  in  a  few  days  they  both  retomed  to  their  dm  v. 

September  19M. — On  Sunday,  the  19th  of  September,  at  ei^t,  A.  H., 
that  archfiend  of  treaclic  ry  Henneen,  chief  of  the  Massacre  Island* 
came  offji^nin  to  the  edge  of  the  reef,  as  he  had  done  \he  morning  before, 
previous  to  tlic  attack  ;  :in  ^  wiih  his  usual  prelensiuu^  of  fnendshij\ 
"olFeied  us  fruit,  caiinig  li>r  Siinw  to  conic  willi  the  bout  and  meet  him. 
The  small  boat  was  accordingly  sent  in,  weU  armed  precauiioa 
which  we  had  never  taken  betbre),  with  orders  to  shoot  him  if  it  should 
appear  ihut  he  meditated  treacheiy.  Our  boat  pulled  in  done  along- 
Aide  of  thb  reckless  >  il Iain's  canoe,  where  was  seen  his  bow  lying 
neross  her,  wiili  a  bearded  arrow  fixed  to  the  strinp,  ready  to  be  dis» 
'  liargfd  in  a  moment.  In  tlic  next  instant  h;-  tci/.cd  it,  and  was  in 
ilic  act  of  taking  a  deadly  aun  at  the  cockjwuiu  iu  our  boat,  wiien  the 
latter  raised  his  piece,  and  put  a  sudden  stop  to  the  career  of  this 
tmprinciplcd  wretch;  by  which  act  he  doubtkaa  saved  his  own  life 
«nd  that  of  hia  companiona. 

In  his  hurry  and  anxiety  to  pull  the  trigger  before  the  twanging  of 
the  bowstring,  the  cockswain's  aim  wss  not  so  exact  as  he  intended. 
The  wound  was  mortal,  but  not  instantly  so.  Simnltaneonsly  with 
Ahe  ^a»h  of  the  musket,  a  fleet  of  canoes  put  qS.  iiom  tiie  Mussacra 
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I^&nd,  which  was  not  more  than  two  hundred  yard»'  diotance,  to  prO' 
teet  their  eiiieil  Intlweonfuaioiiof  thisciitksal  iiioiii«is,t]i«m^ 
mmII  boal  lost  one  of  thair  oan«  which  occaaioned  them  ao  miaeh  em- 
barrm^ment  as  induced  tis  to  send  in  the  two  large  boala,  amied  with 
swivels  and  musketrv',  to  protect  the  yawl.  A  smart  engagement 
ensaedt  which  lasted  al>out  a  quarter  f^f  n?i  liour,  when  the  savanjes 
were  driven  back  to  iheir  island,  but  not  wuhoui  the  body  of  llcaucent 
who  breathed  out  iuti  treaciierous  soul  before  they  reached  the  beach.  ' 

The  death  of  their  chief  ipraid  each  tenw  and  dismay  among  the 
savages  of  the  Maaaam  Islatid,  that  the  inbahttanta  all  precipitately 
fled  from  the  place ;  so  that  by  two,  P.  M.,  not  a  mAn»  woman,  or 
child  u  ab  to  he  found  upon  it,  but  all  had  sought  rcfurre  on  some  others 
of  the  group.  All  himh  were  immediately  brokr  oiV  from  their  work, 
and  landed  on  the  evacualcd  island,  where  wp  found  the  sculls  of  iivo 
of  our  unfortunate  crew,  hangmg  at  the  door  of  Ueuueen  s  re&idence, 
natrephieeofhiatooaiioeeaefUtfeaeheiyaadbaiharity.  Theremain- 
der  of  the  aftemoon  was  devoted  to  the  melancholy  oefooMmy  of  burying 
them,  which  was  performed  with  all  doe  solemnity ;  the  coloiirs  of  the 
Antarrtir  beings  at  fnlf-rmsf,  minute  ^ms  firefJ,  and  adiq^e  or  death* 
marrh  played  to  and  (roin  ilie  place  of  interment. 

September  2Siu. — On  Monday,  the  28ih.  our  !)uilding  on  Wallace's 
Island  was  compleied ;  when  we  commenced  cuUecliug  aiid  curing 
hich»4e*mer;  aiid  had  il  not  been  Ibr  the  eoDlinnd  attempts  of  the 
natives  to  attack  our  boats  and  haraaa  the  men  engaged  in  collecting 
this  valuable  article  from  the  coral  reelbi  we  shomd  have  succeeded 
in  procuring  a  very  handsome  cargo  in  the  course  of  a  few  months. 
Under  such  disnrlvrintages,  ^ve  continued  our  operations,  perpetually 
ass  tiU  d  and  h  ir  issj-d  by  the  natives,  day  and  night,  without  any 
inuTim:ibiou,  or  any  mdications  on  their  part  of  a  desire  to  come  upoa 
terms  of  amity  with  us  again.  i 

OeUber  On  Thursday,  the  98th  of  October,  we  teid  thai 
the  nativca  were  once  more  lyine  in  ambush  ibr  oar  men.  Atlbui; 
P.  M.,  one  of  the  crew,  Thomas  Houaes,  being  on  shore  at  the  Maasacre 
Island.  fi!!inrf  f^omf*  water-rnsks  from  a  spring,  was  suddrnlv 'surprised 
by  filtrrn  of  the  natives,  ail  of  whom  instantly  wimcd  then:  pomicd 
arrows  at  his  breast.  At  the  same  moment^  iioimcs  presented  his 
mnsket,  which  caused  them  all  to  drop  down  upon  their  hsonchffe. 
F^rccivina  that  this  mamnovre  produced  the  deairad  ellect,  he  held  his 
dowfy  lelreating  backwaras  towards  .the  shore,  with  his  piece 
stiU  ready  for  an  aim.  The  natives  continoed  to  follow  hiTn,  and 
several  timp*?  attf»mpt(*(I  to  discharge  a  volley  of  arrow* ;  but  he  as 
often  presented  Itis  piece,  which  invariably  caiised  them  to  s^jtiatuqpoii 
the  ground. 

la  this  manner  Holmes  continued  nianceuvrin^,  without  di8chargio|r 
his  piece,  or  giving  them  an  oppoitnoity  of  notehmg  their  anowa,  nnnl 
he  reached  the  edge  of  the  beach;  when,  fearful  of  his  elndoig  theoi 

entirely,  and  eflfecting  his  escape,  ihey  made  a  furious  rush  upon  him, 

which  comprlled  him  to  pull  the  trigger,  and  their  leadi»r  fell,  ju!«tt  as 
he  was  on  ihc  pomi  of  Jischargmg  an  arrow.  This  the  brother 
of  (he  treacherous  lieaoeen,  wlmse  death  he  was  thus  seeking  to 
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mnge.  A  baduM  entmed  bit  heart,  ud  two  oihem,  who  weie 
wMuded  by  the  eeme  dieeherge,  fell  to  ihe  ground.   Our  gaUeol  ter 

then  retreated  as  fast  as  possible ;  but  before  he  liud  s^oi  beyond  bow- 
shot distance,  he  found  that  the  remaining  twelve  were  uiininL'  iheir 
arrows  at  his  body ;  upon  wiiich  lie  again  presented  his  mu&kei,  wiwcl* 
produced  the  same  effect  as  before ;  and  before  they  could  recover 
themselves  he  wee  h&ymA  the  leaeh  of  thek  enowe,  beinf  tehee  ep 
W  a  boat  eent  to  Me  easietenee  Am  Walleoe'a  lehuid.  Had  he  dis« 
charged  his  nmsket  when  Ael  enrprieed  at  the  spru^  in  tlie  forest,  !ie 
mnsf  inevitablv  hare  ful^fn  n  prev  to  lhof<e  ferociotis  cannibals,  lits 
presence  of  mini!  m-:ls  lortuuuiely  equal  to  iIk  cmofL'eiu  y,  and  \\hj 
Antarctic  was  not  tlepnved  of  the  services  of  this  hravc  British  scamaii. 

Wc  now  gave  up  all  hopes  of  procuring  a  cargo  oi  Hcke-de'tntr  at 
this  proup  Of  ielanae,  on  eceewit  of  the  unappeaaeable  findietiwieee 
ead  ineeesant  hostilities  of  the^oetifeei  eombuMd  wiili  our  scarcity  of 
provisions.  We  therefore  took  on  board  what  we  had  collected  and 
cored,  which  was  about  two  hnrnfrfd  piculs  ;  a  picul  being  133';  lbs. 
avoirdupois.  We  then  set  /ire  to  our  houses,  and  bade  a  liuai  adieu 
to  this  lahuspitable  race  of  i&landers. 

Nmomker  8d.— Thie  wee  ob  Wedneeday,  the  Sd  pf  NofMDber,  18S0  % 
when,  at  four,  P.  M.,  we  IooIl  oiur  leave  of  the  M  eeeaere  IeleiMle» 
which  had  caused  me  eo  meny  anxloua  deys  and  sleepless  nighlet 
•with  the  loss  of  thirteen  <»r  my  brave  crew,  butchered  without  pro- 
vocation or  suspicion  of  hostilities.  Incidents  like  these  become  too 
deeply  impressed  upon  the  mind  ever  to  be  eradicated.  Wc  steered 
away  to  the  westward,  for  liouka  Ibland,  lyiug  ofi  liie  tiorili  eiid  of 
BoagahiTtne'e,  with  a  light  breeee  tnm  eeetpeomh-eeet,  and  fait  weenheik 
At  eix  A.  M.,  on  the  IbUowmg  monung,  the  north  end  of  Boekm 
wee  m  eight,  beering  weei-halHsouth,  distant  five  leegnee.  ▲  lighi 
breeze  springing  up,  we  soon  crnined  f!ie  north  coast  of  the  island, 
where  we  were  visited  by  inmiv  of  tlir  es,  who  showed  the  same 
treacherous  and  warlike  di^j^osmon  liio  savages  of  the  Massacre 
lelande*  Their  personal  appearance,  character,  manners,  habits,  and 
cpetome,  ee  well  aa  thehf  wer  Impleownte  end  Hehieg  eieiiaile«  ere 
inn9ar  in  every  respect ;  but  their  canoes  are  much  larger,  aaid  fgm 
very  swift  with  the  paddles,  when  (hey  have  their  Ritteoinpleraent  of 
men  on  board,  which  ia  from  fifteen  to  ibrty4lvei  eeeoidieg  to  the 
size  of  the  canoes. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  tliai  Im  tw  een  the  Massacre  Islands  and 
•  Bouka  we  saw  many  large  shoaib  of  sperm-whales,  which  were  feed- 
ing, and  appeared  to  be  pwfectly  tame.  Thie»  I  have  no  doobt,  weald 
.1m  good  whaling  ground  for  faet-eailing  ahtpe  that  are  wdl  anned,  after 
the  season  is  over  on  the  coast  of  Japan.  But  they  moat  earefully 
avoid  all  boat  comm^iMintion  with  t!ie  native*?,  avd  never  send  the 
boats  after  a  whale  vvisilt-  ihe  natives  arc  alongside,  or  \'<heii  tiu  y  ::iti 
on  the  water  with  three  or  iwxr  canoes,  at  any  coiisnltruhle  dii.tancc 

ftom  tfie  ehore.  Their  eanom  eie  much  swifter  ihau  any  whale-boat, 
and  they  are  ever  on  the  alert  to  cnl  olT  eoeh  boMe  na  eve  beyoad 
gnB^  from  the  ebip;  which  ie  eaaily  cibeted  when  the  wind  in 
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light,  or  in  one  of  those  calms  which  are  &o  common  in  the  vicinitjr 
of  throe  nlafidi. 

On  exsminmf  the  north  md  west  coast  of  this  islsnd,  we  fonnd  k 

bordered  wiili  coral  reefs,  and  rich  in  the  nnicles  of  biehe-de-mer^ 
pearl-sliell,  and  tlie  hawk*8-bill  tortoise.  The  upland  parts  of  th# 
island  prodtjre  saiulal-wood,  which  mii'^t  I)p  of  the  hcst  qualiiv,  judging 
by  a  spciMinen  I  examined  in  a  paddle  we  profured  from  one  of  the 
canoes.  Having  satisfied  ourselves  on  these  particulars,  we  shaped 
onr  course  for  the  south  end  of  New-Ireland,  which  we  reached  on 
Thursday  morning,  the  4th  of  No?eBiber,  alt  five,  A.  when  we 
were  dose  in  with  (^ape  St.  (George,  in  ki;  4**  48^  8^  leog.  153^40'  E» 
Nhx-emhrr  ith. — We  continued  on  our  passage  through  St.  George's 
Channel,  which  is  formetl  by  the  west  side  of  NVw-Ireland  and  the 
cast  side  of  New-Hritain.  'I'his  ehnnnel  or  strait  lias  been  justly 
represented  by  Captain  Carteret  as  being  the  mo.-.t  l)eauiirul  passage 
ever  formed  by  nature.  The  loAy  hills  on  each  side,  which  appear  to 
towef  abo?e  the  donds,  are  eovned  to  their  Tety  soiBMiis  with  ibresto 
of  gigantic  growth.  These  mighty  emmeaeee,  m  their  gradual  deaeeol 
towards  the  shores,  gendy  decline  hito  m  minkthig  eorfaee  of  pUiM 
and  valleys,  swelling  mounds,  level  lawns,  and  meadows  of  the  deep- 
est green.  These  are  intersected  with  crj'stal  stream??,  and  inter- 
spersed with  groves  of  the  richest  foliage  ;  fruits,  tlowers,  plants,  and 
herbs,  besides  many  highly  valuable  drugs  and  minerals.  Among  the 
vegetable  piodnetiuna  ^larger  growth  is  the  eandaMviMd  i  wikhi  m 
if  coasdous  of  hs  hmate  wortl^  it  only  Ibim4  hi  ilie.  moec  elenMi 
sftmnions,  where  it  grows  spomaneoosty.  The  lees  aspiring  ebosy  li 
content  with  an  humbler  station,  where  it  is  surrounded  by  many 
valuable  dio-woods,  and  woods  of  ?ariotis  kinds  suitable  for  fine  cabinet* 
work. 

But  the  richest  production  of  these  two  islands,  New-Britain  and 
If ew*Irelaiid,  la  the  iratmeg-tree,  whieh  grows  spontaaeoosly,  to  aa 
immeoae  size,  in  many  parts  of  die  hicerier.*  Were  the  nathret  ta«ghc 

*  Til-  nnirnrjirrr  '^T'tri:^ti-^  ^fn^■h,1i't')  in  a  nstiTT  r»f  t>i*  MotocrM,  but  h««  be«n  trill»> 
utantcil  tu  ilat.ivKt,  Mutimira,  IVnHnc,  ft.c.  An  inferior  and  lonc-nhaped  naimrir  \n  rommon  ta 
Boriou,  liic  tn-c  is  nlno  nut  wuh  iii  <  .M-riiii  tlitnti  and  Nrw-IIollanrt  ;  bill  tl.c  frnit  nowhvr* 
■ttMiiiH  to  ih*  «nmo  prrrrctloti  i»«  in  Uie  Molnrrai*.  <»r  llw  nevrral  varhrtiwtof  ibe  in-f,  tliat  dcnotai- 
nai«xl  Ui»-  <|Ui-rii  iniiiiK  j;,  whi.  li  b«  ar<»  a  Biiiall  round  fruH,  \n  \hv  lif*t.  I  II.-  kmu  l,  or  iiro|ier  nut- 
iiirS,  \»  til  .1  rouiiilisli  oval  Uirin,  iimrkod  mi  iii<>  ouim.I-  with  ni.-ui)  mtimh  u!ar  I  arrows,  wiihiii  of  « 
rt«*«-hy  rarin;>i  i  oua  aubitnncr,  vari' ffBtrd  wdii  vd  'i  ir  N'ltin'^L'*  iir«  frrqurntty  panciurrd  and 
boiliM.  Ill  oalt  r  lo  oUain  llir  efun  niini  oil  ;  tli«?  nntkc  U  uij}  niUT«  ;in!  i  loird  :  hut  the  (Vaud  iseaaily 
dif't'^l  'v  tlif  liglnm-as  of  111'  nutiii- 

>iitrii'^;«  abould  to  cImmci)  large,  round,  hrary,  and  ftnn.of  a  IistnHh  fray  ro)o«r  on  th«  oiii*Hi«, 
anJ  lU'  iii^idebMaUltttty  martiird  ;  of  a  atronf  lYagnnr  nnn'll,  ^vnrm  aro«Mtl«  taate,  aqd  «  Ait  oUy 
tody.  Tbey  «ra  ttwf  aabtm  lo  tw  worm-rntm.  Tlw  beat  wMintt  of  packinf  dMB  t«  la  dQr 
ciiaiimii.  TiM  obtonf  Uai,  tad  ihe  arminFr  oo««,  iSovM  be  fipjrfivd. 

Tlw  drM  pRidure  aC  •  MUiNg>ti«e  ron«lM«or  nvimcs,  mtre,  tM  aML  Sspyidllg  e»  wM* 
■raAora  lo  bt  dtvMmt  liMe  one  tramlrryl  {Mn*.  itifre  are  if)  oT ftaee^t  araMI««M  Mf «r MSUiMf . 
ID  ihr  anrSent  runim^rcr.  and'  Aovm  In  ili<-  p^iahlinhmrnt  of  iIm  PQIeh  menopohr,  mtniM* 
•1  wiva  aold  and  »>\iK>rt»d  la  tlic  ilKrll    The  naiir*^,  whrnrim'r      rtmtntm  ta  lefl  M  UMT  MS> 
•f<>incni, rotlllna>*  tnr  prn  ti  r.  whli-li  i"  "Strongly  rfi  oirmi.  !wt.-.1  h)  Mr  f  riwOird. 

ILr  J  riloun  nn<l  ini»«  rablr  fi«>tir>  of  ihr  T)ni<  h  r-  itiKrd  ihr  tnnl«"  in  niilinpffa  to  a  mtJ*  tri(l«, 
fniii;or'  <!  Ill  ii  It  wfMild  ottuTWiw  liavr  tn-rn.  TIk-v  h  ivr.  lii  fir  at  \rt\-*t  UM  It  waa  poMibIa, 
e\«rn*d  ili'-iiiof-lvi  s  lo  r\tcrminiin*  ilir  niiiiw3  p' iittx  <>v.  n  wh<*r'-  •  t  '  pt  m  H<nda.  They  bnba  tha 
n^ve  priiii '  H  oi  111'-  stirtontxt'iis  i^Iaiidw  to  roo'  .mr  tii'-  tr*-.  <  .  niil  ;iiinii.i'I>  •••nil  a  fieri  to  a*a  IbM 
llM  W9rk  o(  dwurtutioii  hua  be<  ii  rffei  ted,  nnd  thai  th**  hrltw*  ha^»'  on  n  .  i  i..  .towed  in  vain.  Ta 
ft^gr  Ul  au  Uilvll  lr«d«in  mpietm  \n  drnth  lo  an  InfWrtor  pemon.  mi  !  >>>  <iW.7<r>w  to  a  noble  ,  nnd 

ammwlTliaftc  jNH  Itame  nmwndMa  prnaltina,  it  la  aaivponed  thai  alwui  f<*\i*t^  \h%  of  nutmeja, 
llJliilta.  of  nwrr,  arr  rlwrtnatlnrlj  i  innnrl  iill  jtit  '   In  Banda  the  ahoiif  inal  mbahiunta 
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to  transplant  Uiis  tree  and  cultivate  it  properly,  ihey  could  soon  sup- 
ply any  demand  whidi  might  be  made  for  its  fruiu  Tbe  populatioa 
of  LhcM  iftlaods  it  ■maU,  but  the  inhabitiati  memt  to  bt  kltlligeot ; 
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they  to  intiodiiee  the  pepper  wd  o&aem  plaate,Ihm 

lb»  hml  doubt  tiuu  long  before  inoClMr  ecntury  elapses,  they  would 
btetSM  dit  richest  islands  of  the  eastern  world.  The  climate  aud 
soil  are  vnc^uaUed  m  eie^keoeot  ^ad  adoinbly  adapiod  lo  eack 
other. 

But  independent  of  the  natural  riches  of  the  land,  the  waters  around 
these  islaods  are  also  tributaiy  to  their  aggregate  wealth ;  the  ricbeat. 
trMMMO  of  iht  de«p  aboond  on  thair  aharaa.    The  hteUi^mtr 

Moru  to  their  coral  reefs  in  immenae  numbers;  the  pearl-oyster, 
•qml  in  quality  to  that  of  the  Soeloo  sea,  is  found  in  moderate  depths 
of  water ;  and  the  hawkVbill  tortoise,  yielding  the  most  valuable  shelL 
ever  imported  from  India,  frequents  the  beaches  in  thousands.  The 
red  coral  is  also  found  here ;  aud  ambergris,  the  ricliest  production  of 
the  oeeaa,  ia  waahod  up  from  the  hoiiMi  of  the  aaa,  and  landed  oa 
auaj  paru  of  these  islands,  as  well  aa  on  olbaie  of  Ar  lev  magni- 
tade,  which  lie  in  their  immediate  vicinity. 

In  the  coarse  of  the  day  we  hove-to  several  times,  to  permit  the 
canoes  from  New-Ireland  to  come  alongside  with  their  cocoanuts, 
plantains,  bananas,  yams,  and  fowls,  which  we  purchased  for  small 
pieocs  of  iron  hoop,  aud  a  few  Cliina  beads.  These  people  are  of  a 
daik  copper  colour,  bordering  a  little  on  the  negro  black.  They  are 
of  the  coasaMD  atatore,  with  round  bodice  cloecly  buflt,  and  a  fidl 
eharc  of  muscular  energy.  Their  heads  are  well  foimedi  with  hi|^ 
smooth  foreheads  and  black  curled  hair,  which  is  longer  and  sof&r 
than  that  of  the  natives  of  Madagascar.  Their  eountenances  are 
generally  intelligent,  and  expressive  of  considerable  menial  capacity. 
Their  eyes  are  black  and  penetrating,  the  nose  well  formed,  lips 
noderatcly  duck,  parting  aiAsiently  to  exhibit  a  fine  act  of  white 
teeth,  and  their  linbe  are  well  proportaoacd  $at  etrenglh  and  aetivity. 

Their  canoes  are  formed  in  the  same  manner  as  those  of  Monto* 
vcrdeson's,  but  are  much  larger ;  some  of  them  being  from  eighty  to 
jiinety  feel  in  length,  and  carrying  from  seventy  to  eighty  men  each. 
These  are  their  war-canoes,  they  having  smaller  ones  for  fiahiog  and 

park  ktepm.  ponwns,  who  may  be  tun>«d  oQt  of  ib«ir  flum*  on  tb«  ino«t  triflinf  MCcxta 
b«T«  abo«t  3000  aUvvt,  who  cultivate  tiai  prepare  tbe  nuiowga.  The  prices  paid  lo  tlM  ouiiTaior 
mre  ail  fixed  bjr  goTemment ;  and  it  deorrrea  lo  be  rnmitioTMd.  aa  allbfdiiig  cm  of  tlw  moat  MfCUaa 
jllttatmlooaortberuiiiaaaaSecuoriiKMiopoiy,  thatUwOiMlj^   


obliffad  to  pay  Ibr  ntttiMfa  ia  riTs  tim*M  grttttr  tkm  ttf  ffMSt  wMeS  tkrv  towfil  iktm 
timtmitmuftm:  amdk  im  a  nmgk  — Uinaaf  that  ■mswi— ■  iyilML  wl^di aw wdiaad 
WiAiabaaMariha  SHat  taipacia«  toaadMaT  BHMrscaMaMlMaatow,  Cm  tt  tevnaMai» 
•aM  aMlafiHM  ftr  ifea  aspkal  af  s  aisiia  wmMa  mawhasi  Wa  eaanot  conedvc  how  so 
laligliiiBii  as<  Mbawt  sjiwimsMStfUfcataf  nwWaii  atwaM  nwiHnna  M  iflicwf  aocliacandalow 
trimaea;  tbuaea  tauvdhna  iMm  af  tha  rifbta  of  tiMaa  siri(fa«lid  It  assMhaiiqrlalfeinMbMe 
Uw  eommerce  and  wealth  of  its  aaUaeU  at  home.  "  "  "  ' 

The  Banda  lalaml*,  at  a  flur  eatlniati-,  i.n>Oure  annually  about  640,000  lb*,  of  nntrnff!!,  and 
IMMHX)  Iba.  of  mac*.  During  the  penod  ihal  ihc  Knf  UkIi  had  posMmion  of  ih««  Kpicc  f«Jiind»r, 
nutmec  (ilanls  were  ciirrn  d  lo  IViuing,  DetKoalen,  aitd  Honve  qf  the  West  India  uUands.  In  ihe 
latter  ihry  have  attogctttrr  failad.  ai  leant  aa  far  aa  rfspccta  any  uae(\il  purpo«e;  bnt  rrry  gootf 
nuunec*,  and  in  eoiiwderable  (juniititicHi,  are  ikow  raii«d  at  Pvoanf  aiid  B«.*iieoolen  The  mace  ia  « 
thin,  flat,  merabrajiooa  aubstiuicc,  envetopinf  the  notiney ;  of  •  lively  reddtah  yellow,  eafflrao-UIttt 
OQlonr,  a  piea*ini  aiwnMic  amell,  and  a  wans,  bitteriab,  poncent  taete.  Mace  ahooM  be  ' 


Itaah,  touch,  oteafitioua,  of  an  extremedy  ftscnnt  aiaeil,  and  a  MclK  laMali  janair 
Mghtar  the  better.   Ttie  miiaJler       IS  mTaHMIiuJ  tiM  beat.   11a  Wal  ■Mlif  |l 

Ma%  ffaanaA  claaa  aM  in^  wSkS  fmsBirai  ai  fiNlpiM  sad  asariMM 
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other  ordinary  purposes,  like  those  of  ihe  Massacre  Islands.  All  of 
ihem  are  filled  wiih  out-riggen*,  like  those  of  Berth's  Group,  beiag" 
made  of  liie  like  materials.  Their  war-cauoes  are  very  swift ;  but- 
tlMjr  tddmai  we  milt.  The  diese  of  ibeee  nslivet  (I  neaii  Mwh  i» 
M  Miiried,  for  all  others  go  eetMy  naked)  eoMasts  siiiiply-  of  % 
■nail  tapper,  about  eighteen  inches  wide,  woven  from  the  fibres  of  the 
rocoanut-lrec  bwrk,  which  they  wear  aroun<l  the  hips.  Their  fishing 
gear  is  made  of  the  same  niattrials  as  iheir  tiress,  and  \cry  ins^re- 
niously  mauufactured.  The  bow  and  arrow  are  seldom  used  by  thii» 
people ;  their  principal  weapons  beisg  the  spear,  the  war^lub,  and  the 
eling.  VTith  the  first  and  last  they  aie  highly  expert,  and  exereise 
them  with  a  great  deal  of  dexterity. 

We  had  fr^qnent  commimieations  with  the  native*;  of  New-Ireland  ; 
we  also  landed  on  sonic  umiihabued  parts  of  iheir  coast,  and  pene- 
trated into  the  forests  lor  a  considerable  distance.    In  these  rambles 
we  Mw  a  great  variety  of  bada,  eosie  of  exquisite  aong,  and  others- 
of  bentifhl  phimafe  eeldom  both  eombined ;  but  they  were  all  per^^* 
Ibetly  tame.    A  very  extensive  and  highly  vahtable  collection  of  spect* 
mens  mig^ht  he  made  on  this  island  by  a  practical  ornitholoi^ist,  with- 
out mach  labour  or  dillicuiiy.    Of  qnadnTpe<l?»  we  saw  none  but  hogs 
and  dogs,  the  mobt  of  which  were  nuuung  wdd.    We  met  with  several 
dilTereut  kinds  of  serpents,  but  none  that  are  common  to  our  country., 
f  nan  ma  eaanel  be  very  iwaeioiia>  aa  we  eaw  bol  lew. 

Wiood,  water,  and  fruil  of  the  beet'  quality  may  be  obtained  with 
ease  at  any  of  the  harbours  on  the  west  side  of  the  island ;  and  in. 
some  of  the  port«*  you  may  purchase  hogs  and  poultry  at  your  own 
price.  The  waters  are  teeming  iili  lish  of  tlie  greatest  variety  and 
the  most  delicate  flavour ;  uii  of  which  are  cai>ii^'  caughu  JXatiire,  ui 
ftetteeena  to  hate  lavished  her  fitvooraon  theae  lalanda  m  the  greaiear 
praMon,  every  thing  growing  spontaneooaty ;  the  hogs  and  the  bitda 
haing  the  principal  agriculturists — the  former  breaking  the  aorface  of 
the  soil,  nnd  the  latter  dropping  in  such  undigested  seeds  as  may  havfr 
been  taken  into  tireir  bodies  with  their  food.  The  natives  neither 
plough  nor  dl^,^  Tiieir  bread  grows  upon  trees  m  abimdance,  and 
their  drmk  is  tlie  delicious  milk  of  the  cocoanut.  They  live  like  those 
of  the  golden  age*  which  poets  dream  xA,  when 

**TlM  yai  Ck«e  Mnh  did,  of  tacr  own  •ccord, 
VsMm  was  plMt^  an  MM  flf  ftilM  dM.« 

"When  riv«T»  ran  with  mr«im«  of  imlk.  ml  ii  ik-n  droppadftMBMil^ 
Wluto  Mitb  uolo  Um  hunhowhiMui  gave  voiuuiai'y  immr 

NmmfAer  0iik.— On  Satmday,  the  6ih,  we  atoaied  fot  the  Miilr 
eape  of  New-Britain,  with  a  fine  hieeze  from  south-east,  and  £ur 
weather.  At  four,  A.  M.,  we  passed  Tape  S'tephen's,  within  two  miles 
of  the  shore,  and  hauler!  immediately  \\\  to  the  south,  to  examine  the  north 
shore  of  New-tiritain.  While  rruiHing  along  tliis  coast,  which  is  in- 
dented witli  numerous  deep  bays  and  spacious  harbours,  we  were  visited 
by  atany  of  the  nalifear  wheee  peraena.  niannera,  habita»  and  amlDnM 
m  wy  ainnlar  la  theae  of  New^Ireland ;  but  their  chawwtsr  is  much 
Me  atfage  and  hoatile.  Thia  Sahnd  ia  very  fSBo/iif  papniniad»  hK 
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at  respects  ririiBiilf  of  Mil  Mid  beauly  of  appearance,  ii  is  eveiy  way 

equal  to  its  neighbour^  on  the  eastern  side  of  8t.  George's  Channel. 
Its  vegetable  and  animal  productions  arc  the  banic  ;  but  its  shores  are 
much  more  abundantly  supplied  wah  liie  rich  treasures  of  the  deep. 
Its  coasta  aru  surrouuded  with  many  small  islands  in  liie  offing,  and  it 
is  eneinl^d  wtdi  eoral  nefk  ftom  two  to  tea  miles  off-slioi«»  with  nsr* 
row  passages  between  them.  This  rsoders  the  iia?if8tioii  UifBciiIt 
and  dangerous,  and  denands  oveiy  {Mttcauiioii  from  naYi^ators  who  are 
not  familiar  with  tfiese  sms. 

As  the  coral  reels,  wheti  ihc  u  (  i  .Ik  r  is  clear,  bhow  theuiaelvci  best 
at  night,  we  made  the  most  of  our  distance  whde  the  sun  was  below 
the  horiion ;  ly  iug-to  in  the  daytima,  and  holding  iatereouxse  with  the 
natives.  Otherwise  I  should  have  taken  chai^  of  these  islandsi  and 
iheir  sunounding  reefs  and  shoals ;  whichrif  appended  to  this  work, 
have  rendered  it  more  useful  to  the  nautical  reader.  Should  I 
ever  again  be  favoured  \vit]i  the  command  of  a  vessel  to  this  part  of 
the  woiid,  I  shall  make  it  a  pouii  to  execute  charts  of  all  tliese  islands, 
and  present  the  same  to  the  public  en  my  return,  iot  the  bene&  of 
edisr  navigatota.  In  the  meaiL  time*  I  can  receanusid  Anewsmiih*e 
diaita  ot  Siese  scris,  as  the  most  correct  of  any  that  have  ever  yet 
been  published.  Had  I  kept  a  journal  with  n  view  to  publication,  a 
thing  I  never  contemplated  uulil  1  returne  d  troin  last  voyafjo,  w  licn 
mv  friends  nrtrcd  me  to  the  measure,  1  cuulJ  perliup-^  have  protiueed  a 
vuiuuie  mucii  more  iuterestxxig  and  valuable  thau  uie  present.  As  it 
IS,  I  hope  this  humble  attempt  wiU  be  taken  as  an  eamest  of  niy  wieh 
to  be  useful  to  my  eonnify,  and  the  caose  of  naatical  sctsnee. 

We  continued  running  alongshore  to  the  west,  keeping  the  mahi!- 
land  close  on  Ho^ird,  nnd  having  a  few  little  Fqiiabbles  with  the  natives, 
which  no  prudence  or  torbearance  on  our  part  could  prevent.  The 
Antarctic  set  so  low  in  the  water,  and  made  so  small  an  appearance 
on  the  surface,  that  most  of  the  difTerent  tribes  with  whom  we  fell  in, 
ignofant  of  the  efiscta  of  gunpowder,  bad  en  idea  that  they  oould  take 
our  vessel  with  very  little  trouble.  The  only  metliod  we  used  to  coo- 
vince  thrra  of  their  error  was  a  little  hti,!  sprakaig  from  the  months 
of  our  cannon,  without  any  arguments  sulhciently  heavy  or  sharp  to 
break  tiie  iskin.  Finding  that  the  report,  without  the  shot,  produced 
the  desired  effect,  we  were  happy  to  save  the  latter,  dud  avoid  bhedduig 
the  blood  of  this  poor  ignorant  race  of  men. 

November  \  \ih. — On  Thursday,  the  1  Ith,  at  eight,  A.  M.,  we  were 
close  in  with  Cape  Gloster,  which  is  the  north-west  extremity  of  New- 
Britain,  and  the  eastern  shore  of  Dampier*s  Strait,  through  which  blew 
a  line  breeze  from  about  south-east.  We  stood  to  the  westward  acro««5 
the  strait,  and  ai  eleven,  A.  M.,  were  close  in  under  the  liorthem  sliore 
^  an  sdand  of  considerable  size,  that  lies  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the 
enil,  nd  wUah  1  shall  caU  DasspierV  island  in  hdnonr  of  its  die* 
Goverer;  silhoMgh  some  navigatom  haie  alread)'  named  it  Rook*s 
Island.  We  were  soon  visited  by  several  canoes  filled  witb  natives, 
who  approached  the  vp«sel  with  ?rreait  caution;  and  it  wns  not  umil 
we  had  showeil  them  home  kmves  and  bcuds  that  wt  <^ui4  perwi^fi 
them  to  come  alongside. 
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They  at  Icuglh  veaiured  to  approach,  and  appeared  to  be  very  much 
fturprised  at  all  they  saw ;  the  size,  shape,  and  rig  af  the  vessel ;  but 
above  all*  the  iron  of  the  chain-plates  look  their  fancy,  and  they  ex- 
erted all  their  streng^  and  ingenuity  to  gel  it  off  with  their  hand^. 

MiivinjT  thf  mortification  of  failiiiL;  in  these  attempts,  thoy  next  turned 
their  attention  to  llie  anchors  on  t'u'  ho«'s,  the  cluiin  cal)ios  that  were 
attn<'h((l  to  them,  and  the  eye-boits  in  tin;  vessel's  sides.  Fmdinrr 
every  thing  loo  fast  or  too  heavy  for  their  purpose,  they  next  attempted 
to  ettt  the  chain  cables  with  their  alone  axes,  which  were  made  of  a 
■paeies  of  jMjper.  Baffled  in  all  theur  fnlQe  attempts  to  acquire 
property  iHilawfully,  they  nowoondescended  to  resoit  to  honest  traffic, 
disposini^  of  tlieir  lishinjr-j^car,  war  implements,  a  few  pearl-shells, 
and  some  tortoise-shell  knivps  and  shovels,  of  very  rxerllent  qn;dity. 
Tliry  also  s:aTe  \\<*  to  understand  that  there  was  pleniy  oi  iht;  pnarl- 
oysiers  to  be  had  around  these  isiand:s,  by  diving  for  them ;  and  to 
convince  ns  that  the  tortoise  visited  their  island,  they  presented  ns 
with  a  snfBcient  quantify  of  their  eggs  lo  ffll  a  baeket,  aid  tliitff  bad 
evidently  been  garnered  but  a  short  time. 

TTiese  people  are  Iflie  those  of  New-Britain  in  their  appearance 
and  manners ;  but  their  w:ir  implements  nrf  made  with  much  more 
neatness,  which  bespeaks  iheni  a  warlike  {  foj  lr.  'I'heir  spears 
are  about  sixteen  feet  in  length,  handsomely  carved  and  tapered  ;  one 
end  of  them  is  ornamented  with  a  bird  of  paradise,  well  stuffed  and 
preserved,  which  gives  a  showy  and  taetefbl  appearanee.  They 
are  made  of  a  kind  of  black  ebony.  Their  war-clubs,  which  are 
made  of  a  material  resrni'  lin.:  tick-wood,  are  about  four  and  a  half 
feet  long,  with  a  tM-n-cIu'i  d  blade  r.'  one  otid,  and  the  par\'ed  licr^d  of 
a  savage  at  the  oilier,  the  whole  very  ingeniously  and  tastefully  exc- 
tuied.  They  arc  also  very  expert  with  the  sUng,  which  they  use 
with  great  dexterity  and  exactness. 

These  natives  are  tattooed  about  the  body ;  and  they  sra  the  flnt 
that  we  had  seen,  since  leaving  the  Massacre  Islands,  who  ehew  the 
betel-mit  and  chumom.  Dampicr*s  Island  has  a  beaatifld  appearance 
from  the  srnboard,  bein;^'  considerably  elevated  in  the  ccntrp,  nnd 
runninL'  oil'  with  a  regular  and  gradual  descent  towards  the  sea,  ;^if  ill 
poiuLs  of  the  compass.  The  whole  surface  of  this  island,  even  to  its 
highest  elevation,  is  covered  with  one  continued  forest ;  with  Uie  ex- 
ception of  a  few  yam  plantatbns,  whieh  are  laid  oil  on  the  moat  mod- 
erately elevated  places.  Tlie  inha!)itants  are  very  nnmeRras,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  size  of  tlie  island.  Their  villages  aH  stand  near  the 
seashore,  and  arc  pleasantly  «s"li  idcd  by  the  lof'r  nnd  majestic!  cocoa- 
nut  and  bread-fruil  trees.  IVom  the  appearance  of  tin  men,  I  think 
that  in  c:ise  a  ship  shonld  toiu  h  at  this  island,  wuhout  being  well 
armed  and  manned,  there  would  be  great  danger  of  her  being  cut  off, 
especially  if  she  should  come  to  aodioc. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Ne w- B  ritain — New-Guinea — Dekuy's  B»jr — Description  of  the  Netiree — Netenl 

Productions— Bir.?K  of  Pandiee— Requiaitefl  fora  V<^rtg<'  thither — LIving«ton*c 
(Jape — BuMiiuff  Mouutaine,  with  Voloank  £ruptioiia — Cape  Woodbury,  and 
Woodhny  HartNmr— AaoCiier  mw  Piecwwy — The  Antarctic  attadto^TlM 

Natives  rj^itoniKhrJ — SunJay  and  Monday  taken — Hfturn  to  Manilla— Heahh 
and  Fidelity  of  the  Crew — jDireciione  to  Ship^maatert^inipoctance  of  Cieaiili* 
SMt  nd  inwlnom  F>od  Vegeiabto  Adde,  4c.  i 

AccoRDiNo  to  some  imvigttors,  that  part  of  Australatta  whieh  is 

call^  New-Britain  comprises,  not  only  the  island  of  that  name,  which 
wc  coasted  in  the  last  chapter,  but  also  New-Ireland,  Nrw-IIanover, 
the  Admiralty  Islands,  and  several  others  of  smaller  size  and  m/cnor 
note.  Danpier  fint  discovered  this  archipelago  m  1699»  and  aiier- 
ward  MeeitiiMd  that  il  was  tipttited  &om  P^HMtor  Nevr-GoinM ; 
and  Carteret,  Baaitr  aefcnty  yean  afk«rward,  in  1767«  proved  thai 
the  island  of  New-Dritain  was  also  cnt  in  twain,  by  a  strait  through 
which  he  sailed,  and  which  he  named  5\t.  George's  Channel.  A  feeble 
description  of  this  channel  was  attempted  m  the  last  cltapter.  That 
portion  of  New-Britain  which  lies  on  the  eaatera  side  of  this  dehght- 
iiilMtsa^e  he  called  New-Ireland.  ' 

The  flitottkm  of  the  whole  group  has  nmr  be«  very  aeearateljr 
ascertained,  and  I  had  little  opportunity  of  thiowing  any  new  or  addi- 
tional light  upon  the  subject.  On  the  most  approved  charts,  however, 
the  northern  limits  of  these  islands  are  placed  about  ninety  railes 
south  of  the  equator,  and  their  southern  boundary  in  latitude  6°  O'l^outh, 
while  their  iouguudinal  eattent  is  from  the  meridiao  of  14b^  0'  to 
W  east. 

This  group  of  islands  is  separated,  hy  Danpier^  Strait,  (torn 
another  island  of  great  magnitude,  called  Papua,  or  New-Guinea, 
lying  to  the  north  of  New-Holland,  from  which  it  is  divided  by  Torre's 
Strait.  The  island  of  Papim,  or  New-Guiaea,  is  as  yet  b\it  Imper- 
fectlv  known  ;  but  as  it  is  gciierallv  delineated,  it  exinids  from  longn- 
lude  130  0  10  loQ  0'  eaiyi,  and  from  the  ei^uator  to  laiiiude  10^  0' 
south.  This  geo^phieal  ttttcnt  prsssnts  an  island  of  very  great 
»  snagnitBde*  stretchmg  fourteen  hundred  miles  from  east  to  west,  with 
a  mean  width  of  at  least  two  hnndred  miles.  In  size  it  is  supposed  to 
surpass  BomcM),  which  lies  vpon  the  eqaator  mors  than  twsn^  d^ 
grees  farther  west. 

Of  all  Aubiralasia,  u  is  supposed  thut  some  portion  of  New-Guiuea 
was  the  earliest  discovered  by  Kuropeau  navigators.  Don  Menezes^ 
a  Pdrtuguese  ofieer,  in  the  year  t0sio>  wintered  in  a  poit  faamediatcijr 
DOitfi  of  it,  and  probably  in  one  of  the  ialaads  dose  to  it.  The  Spanish 
navigator  Saavedra,  in  the  following  year,  discovered  the  land  of 
Papua,  or  the  adjacent  islands ;  and  conjecturing  that  the  coontnf 
which  he  saw  abounded  in  gold,  he  called  it  the  Isia  dtl  Ore.  Ua 
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found  tiie  nauvcs  black,  with  short  curled  hair,  and  going  entirely 
naked.  But  iheif  civiiizauon,  even  liieu,  he  says,  far  exceeded  that 
of  die  WMt  of  thi  pptMBt  mAnm  of  Aaointloum;  for  tliojr  M  not 
only  swoido  of  mm^  but  other  arms  of  the  toae  owlil. 

Ml  tho  yetr  IMS,  Hoy  Lopez  de  Villaloboe  ranged  aloiiy  the  samo' 
coasts,  and  being  ignornnt  of  the  country's  having  hern  previot^sly 
visited  by  Europeans,  lie  conferred  upon  it  llic  name  ot  \e\v-(iuiiica. 
He  represents  the  countiy  as  having  an  inviiiug  appearance ;  aud  he 
anchored  in  forenl  poil«»  when  he  obiaiiied  wood  and  water.  Sev*^ 
cnty-three  yeen  ollerwavd  thk  eommy  was  visited  by  two  aldlAil 
oavigatorBi  ht  Mtire  and  Sehoaien,  who  anchored  in  a  bay  where 
two  villages  stood  on  the  shore,  and  had  different  interviews  with  the 
natives,  from  vifhom  they  olnaincd  sniaH  (juantittps  of  provi»ion!«i. 
They  represent  the  nuiivos  as  bciiiji  all  alllu-ied  witli  disease  or  some 
personal  defect,  such  latiM^nebs,  bluidnctib,  6lc.  These  people,'* 
9tcf  tliey,  *ero  dio  Ihm  Papooe,  with  Uaek*  tkati^  and  eoM  nair; 
woaniig  ringt  in  tiieur  ears  and  noees,  and  neeUaoet  of  bogi^  toaka 
a  wiM,  aliange,  and  airnvd  peofde,  enrioua  to  see  eveiy  thiag»  and 

active  as  monkeys." 

1  have  introduced  tlic  foregoing  partienlars  in  this  place,  because 
the  reader  is  now  u>  be  luforiued,  that  on  liie  I'^Ui  of  November,  at 
five,  P.  M.,  the  Antarctic  was  on  her  way  to  this  coast,  from  Dampier's 
Uand,  eaiiing  at  the  laie  of  thiftean  maeo  an  hoor,  on  a  aan  whicb 
was  wrnoQUh  aa  a  mill-pond,  rendered  ao  by  the  current  that  set  throu^ 
the  emit  towards  the  north-west,  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  an  honr* 
At  six,  P.  M.  we  were  withm  one  mile  of  the  north  shore  of  Long 
Island,  w  hich  is  about  the  same  size  as  tiie  one  we  had  just  left,  Daro- 
piers  Island,  but  not  so  much  elevated.  We  saw  a  few  scatterii^; 
hnla  along  the  banks  of  the  seacoast,  and  a  number  of  natifOB  about 

off  from  the  land^m^^Rmg  gnete^  and  iSSing  to  fat  olearoTtSo 

island  before  dark,  we  cootumed  on  our  course  to  the  westward,  imtil 
we  had  cleared  the  western  end  of  Long  Island ;  when  we  imme- 
diately hauled  in  to  ihe  southt  ^ot  the  northneast  coast  of  New-Uuinear 
or  die  island  of  Papua. 

I  feel  it  a  doty  m  thia  plaee  to  pot  mailnera  en  their  gnard,  by 
etatmg  that  there  are  many  dangerous  coral  reefs  around  the  two  leal* 
mentioned  islands ;  some  of  which  extend  several  miles  into  the  sea. 
There  is  also  a  dan^rous  reef  running  off  in  a  northerly  direction 
from  Cape  Gloster,  about  six  miles.  The  reader  has  already  been 
apprised  that  tins  cape  is  the  uortli-west  extremity  oi  tiie  inland  of 
New^Aritain.  In  cmisiog  among  theee  islanda  and  seas,  the  lead  and 
lino  are  of  novaoi  ae  all  tho  ifiwle  and  reefr  are  Ibimedof  coraU 
and  rise  from  the  m^thomable  depths  of  the  ocean,  almost  as  perpen- 
dicular as  a  stone  walL  The  only  safeguard  against  such  danfeta 
is  a  good  look-out  from  ihf  mast-head. 

November  ^2^/<.— At  four,  A.  M.,  on  the  toilowing  morning,  it  bemg 
Friday,  the  12tli,  we  were,  to  appearance,  right  under  the  towering 
maontaini  which  distingMsh  the  north-ease  extremity  of  the  a4and  ol 
NetrOniMni  and  which aeaned to  bo  netnaHy  hanging  oforihndeek 
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of  the  Antnrctic,  although  v.-p  ncre,  at  that  time,  full  five  miles  from 
the  land.  When  davligbt  i  ppcared.  and  dispersed  the  gloomy  shaiies 
of  night,  we  found  that  we  were  in  front  of  a  very  deep  and  spacious 
buy,  to  wliich  I  ha?e  given  the  name  of  Dekay^«  Bay,  in  honour  of  that 
highly  distingnithed  Md  «el«iiCific  omMMM  ilie  niedlcil  ptofetaiom 
Dr.  iiflns  B.  Deksy,  of  the^ity  of  New- York.  The  centre  of  tha 
entrance  to  itus  bay  is  in  latitude  5^  39'  S.,  long.  146^  2'  E. 

There  ire  many  Indian  villages  aroimd  the  shore"  of  Dekj^y's  Bay, 
nnd  the  inhabitants  are  quite  niunerons.  Alany  of  them  came  otf  to 
the  vessel  in  several  large  Ciinoea,  with  the  usual  articles  of  barter, 
eoeoMiuta,  bvead-ftmt,  plantaiM,  taiA  sheDa.  Tlity  wero  Bcgroei  ^ 
a  tor|[«  itatavOk  and  aont  of  Umn  appeared  to  poascaa  coanderaUe 
aeutenesa.  Their  featuns  an  coarM  and  tigly,  and  tha  expression 
of  their  counlenanre  is  a  mixture  of  ferarity,  malevolrnee,  and  crafty 
treacherj'.  In  one  word,  their  visa«rr  is  a  true  index  of  ihf  ir  rhar- 
arter,  and  it  bears  i)ie  most  savage,  inhuman,  blood  thirsty  appearance 
1  have  ever  met  with,  the  caonihals  of  the  Massacre  Islajids  when 
moot  teMated  not  excepted.  Tboir  coBi|dezioa  la  of  the  nagro 
black ;  hair  short,  curled*  and  criap;  flat  nose,  thick  1^  aad  moakey 
chin.  But  they  have  one  redeeming  feature,  nnd  that  is  the  forehead, 
which  i«!  high,  prominrnt.  and  soiooth,  indicalin!i  im^Uectoal  capacity, 
penetration,  and  derision,  in  a  much  greater  degree  than  is  ever  seen 
in  the  African.  Neither  have  they  the  bow  shin,  the  fiat  loot,  or  ilie 
projecting  heel  of  ^  negro  of  the  Slave  Oaaat  or  tha  Congo  River : 
bai  thair  IMa  ara  feaMiUy  ivell  proportiMiad ;  Mig  mnawdart 
aMi|,  and  active. 

Both  sexes  go  entirely  naked  (apparently  susceptible  of  no  ioBata 
ideas  of  modesty),  with  the  exff>ntion  of  feather  ornaments,  on  the 
head  and  neck,  which  disiiiiguKsh  the  hifjlier  ranks.  They  are  ail 
warriors,  and  for  desperate  acts  are  cquai,  i  have  no  doubt,  to  ihoiie 
of  the  Ufaaaacre  Iriaoda.  Thay  uae  a  bow  of  the  same  size,  about 
aight  ftet  in  length,  whh  aifowv  of  nearlr  five  £pek*  Tbair  arafaaiy 
is  superior ;  frequently  bringing  dowa  binii  oil  the  wing  at  the  di^ 
tanee  of  serentv-five  yards.  Their  canoes  are  rerv  '^inih'nr  to  those 
of  New-Ireland,  but  more  ing(  iiiously  finished,  with  caned  heads  and 
sterns,  wliich  display  a  great  deal  of  natural  taste  and  senius.  Fish- 
ing is  their  principal  employment,  and  iheir  waters  abound  with  great 
▼ariatica  of  the  teiy  tribea.  Their  fiab-hooka  mn  Biada  of  tba  paa^ 
oyBiarahell,anltottaiao-8hall;  Of  thafimncr  thay  gsva  « toiadar- 
atand  dure  was  a  gmt  plenty  all  er  tlie  bay ;  and.  laiiar  conw 
on  shore  at  nioht,  on  all  the  sand  beaches,  where  they  deposite  their 
eggs,  and  eo  to  sea  again  before  dayliglit.  To  convince  ns  of  the 
excellence  of  these  eggs,  some  oi  \\iiich  they  hrouaht  ^vidi  thrm,  they 
ate  several  of  them  raw,  with  expressive  iudicauoim  uf  iheir  being 
highly  palatable. 

We  discovered,  alto>  that  the  haaotiful  biid  ^  paradiaa  waa  lo  ba 
fMaad  here  in  immoae  numbers,  and  of  a  great  variety  of  species; 

n»  mpnv  of  the  nntives  hnd  their  heads  decorafed  irith  their  fenthrrs, 
of  the  most  rich  and  tiehcaip  tints.  We  irequently  saw  large  flocks 
oi  ttiv9e  btrti*  ^ying  from  the  chores  of  Papua,  to  the  isiaada  m  the 
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offing;  four  or  live  hunilrcd  in  a  Hock,  and  about  five  hundred  feet 
above  the  surface  of  ihe  n  atcr.  The  floods  of  one  spr'-ic^<  will  be  all 
tlie  way  rliuiieriiig  like  iiioak(,v<,  whWc  tluii  of  aiio'.hcr  will  salute 
the  ear  uiiU  notes  about  as  ntetOiiiuus  dn  i]iu>e  ul  u  ilock  oi  wild 
gccse.  There  is  also  a  vast  dili'erence  in  the  size  of  these  glorious 
birds ;  tone  of  ibem  beiog  as  Urge  as  a  partridge,  while  others  aie 
about  the  si2e  of  a  sparrow.  One  which  we  saw  stuifed  and  pro* 
srr\  id  ill  the  most  natural  tnaimer,  and  stuck  as  an  onuunent  on  the 
hc;id  of  a  chief,  was  noi  larger  in  the  body  than  a  humming-bird, 
while  its  tail-plumes  were  af  least  six  inches  long.  The  lutivts  also 
w€af  wreaths  made  oi  vaiiuus  other  kinds  of  feathers,  nearly  equal 
in  beauty  to  those  of  ihe  bird  of  paradise. 

This  eottauy  Is  beauiiful  btyaad  (lescriptiom  The  seaeoast  m 
bordered  with  delightful  plains  and  valleys,  covered  with  handsome  , 
platitaUoiis  of  ywmt  i  interipersed  with  fruit  trees,  beyond  which  are 
1  ore  sts  comprisiniy  many  valuable  woods,  both  for  dit  ra  ajul  cabinet- 
makers. The  inland  hdls  and  mountains  are  clothed  in  eternal  spring, 
and  covered  almost  cniin  lv  with  forests  of  t'lL'^iuic  growth.  Here 
may  be  found  in  plenty  die  highly  prued  b.iuUcti-wood,  wiiii  the  black 
md  yeltow  ebony ;  aU  of  whiieh  might  be  procured  with  facility,  aid 
Mt  a  very  low  mte^  by  the  competent  oonmander  of  a  suitable  vessel, 
properly  fitted  for  the  voyage ;  a  vessel  so  constructed  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  board  !icr,  unless  the  assailants  were  furnished  with 
sliarp-edwed  steel  weapon!*  and  lircarms,  of  whi<*!»  nearly  all  the 
South  Sea  islanders  are  destitute.  Wlien  the  natives  are  oi:/e  con- 
vinced liiai  pUlcrmg  is  out  oi  the  qucsuou,  and  iliat  liie  vessel  is  per- 
fectly secure  (rom  their  attacks,  they  wiU  immediately  turn  their 
attention  to  trade,  and  will  soon  furnish  a  cargo  that  cannot  fail  of 
yielding  twheard'^  profits.  My  experience  has  enabled  me,  should 
occasion  ever  ofierv  10  superintend  the  building  and 'equipping  suofa  a 
vesHcl,  for  such  a  voyage. 

I'or  reaping  die  golden  liarvcst  whi'*h  now  awaits  the  sickle  of 
enterprise  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  the  means  must  be  adapted  to  llie 
object.  The  vessel,  as  I  have  slated  before,  siiould  be  budt  expressly 
ibr  the  voyage,  and  should  be  of  a  different  constrvetmn  from  any 
other,  ^he  shonkl  have  a  high  deok«  he  a  fiaat  sailer,  of  about  tiiree 
hundred  and  fifty  tons  burthen ;  and  manned  with  a  young,  chivalrie, 
and  enterprising  crew.  ISlie  s)iould  be  supplied  with  experienced 
olllcer^,  who  are  spirited,  bi;i  humane;  active,  ln:t  cool  auddelibcrntc; 
intelli'^Liii,  lioHuuraWf*,  and,  above  all,  temperate.  They  should  be 
liberally  funushed  wiiii  every  necessary  for  comfort  and  hcaUii,  and 
amply  supplied  with  the  suitable  articles  6f  trade.  The  commander 
shovid  he  a  fiiel<ffite  navigator ;  one  who  is  familinr  with  those  seas 
and  islands,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  character  and  habitt  of  the 
natives,  as  well  as  with  the  quality  of  the  diifcrent  productions  of  the 
eomifry.  If  possible,  he  should  be  a  n-liL'-'Ht*  juan;  at  all  events,  he 
K  Miul  i  combine  cool  deliberate  courage  w  itli  luumuiiiy  and  gentleness, 
iirmncss  and  dignity  with  politeness  and  delicacy.  He  should  be 
scrupulously  attentive  to  discipline,  and  not  less  to  to  the  health  and 
MMurt  of  his  mw«  Ho  sMMtld  be  i  maa  whp  would  mok  widi 
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liorror  at  the  ibon^hi  of  sViedJing  the  blood  of  an  ignorant  Indian, 
except  when  inipenoii^  iiecciibity  demanded  it  in  self-delence,  and  ia 
protecting  the         and  property  intrusted  to  Inn  care. 

I  am  confident  Uiat «  ship  Urns  oomtnieted,  fitted,  equipped,  officered, 
maiuiedi  and  euitabljr  anned,  with  a  vapafy  of  article  for  trade  to  the 
amount  of  twenty  thcrasaQd  dollars,  woold,  at  the  ezpiraiion  of  two  or 
three  years  (always  excepting  the  dangers  of  the  ^pa-^),  br  mHo  to 
deliver  a  return  cargo  iu  this  c  ountry  worth  lour  or  five  inindrcd  thou- 
sand dollars.  Beside  the  articles  already  mentioned,  which  are  so 
easily  obtained,  there  are  gold-dust,  ambergris,  many  valuable  getns 
and  draga,  a  great  variety  of  ahoUa  and  mincfatet  together  wHh  a  oon- 
eiderable  qoantity  of  6teAa^le-mer  and  the  edible  bmrs  nests.  Unless 
aome  American  seizes  the  golden  opportunity,  thb  Tahiahle  trade  will 
never  be  of  any  benefit  to  our  coimrry,  but  will  soon  be  monopoli7cd[ 
by  foreigners.  What  possible  objection  c  in  tliere  be  to  forming  a  com- 
pany of  opulent  merchants,  who  would  invest  oue  thousand  dollars 
each,  to  try  the  experiment  t  Witboot  experiments  neither  science  nor 
commerce  woold  erer  hare  improved— «Ten  the  western  hemisphete 
would  have  yei  been  mknown  to  Europeans.  Here  is  an  ample  field 
for  the  enterprising  cap'ni^li^ts  of  the  United  8tntPs  :  for  this  trade  has 
never  yet  been  opened,  or  even  attempted,  by  any  portMm  of  the  <M>ni> 
mercial  world. 

Aottmi/tr  I'Mli. — ^Oa  Saturday,  the  13th  of  November,  at  two,  P.  M., 
we  bore  np  and  steered  to  the  'noith^weat,  keeping  the  mainland  aa 
Hslose  on  board  as  possible,  frequently  being  compel!^  to  hatd  offehove 
to  clear  tlie  many  dancerona  coral  ree&  wfaieh  lay  in  oor  oovrse.  At 

six.  P.  HT.,  wc  were  close  in  with  a  verj"  conspirvoiis  cnpe  or  head- 
land, which  runs  a  long  way  into  the  spa,  tennin  tting  iu  a  low  sandy 
point,  on  which  are  many  Indian  liuts,  surrounded  and  shaded  by  bo m- 
tiful  groves  of  eocoanut-trees.  This  pointed  promuniory  I  have  named 
Cape  Livingston,  inhononrof  Edward  P.  Livmgaton,  Esq.,  seeictaiyof 
state  for  the  United  States,  the  scholar,  the  statesman,  and  the  patriot. 
Jt  is  situated  in  latitude  4^  59'  S.,  and  longitude  145'^  IS'  £. 

In  the  direction  of  north-nortfi-ensf  from  (his  rape  is  a  small  volcanie 
island,  lying  about  six  leagues  from  the  mainland,  which  was  in  full 
blaze.  The  grandeur  of  the  spectacle  at  night  was  truly  im^sing, 
when  the  flames  ascended  upwanb  from  the  lofty  suounit  of  the  nolatei 
mountain,  at  least  one  thousand  feet;  while  the  red  burning  eoala  of 
pumioe-stone  were  carried  to  the  north-west  on  the  buoyant  wing* 
4)f  the  south-east  wind,  at  an  almost  incredible  height,  and  to  the  distance 
of  innnv  miles.  They  nppeared  to  the  ob5»ervers  onboard  the  Antarc- 
tic lilvp  nuilions  of  flaming  stars  floating  in  iheair;  and  my  wife  gazed 
upon  scene  wiili  Uie  most  wteuse  interest,  occasionally  ejaculating 
4ueh  ezdamatteos  aa  BfagnifioeBt i  eiMime!  grand!  beaulifiilt 
wondeifoir  iLc.  This  laEnid  I  named  after  ray  worthy  ftiead 
^lordecai  Bf.  Noah,  Esq.,  of  New-Toriu 

We  now  continued  following  the  ronrse  of  the  mainland  of  Papua, 
•or  New-(iuiiicn,  w)iirh  tended  to  the  west-north-west,  and  by  eleven, 
the  next  morning,  vp  had  passed  six  volcanic  islands,  four  of 
tvUich  were  burning  v,nh  tt^rriiic  grtmdeur.    The  otlier  two  m«reiy 
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•emitted  smoke  from  their  rraters.    These  islands  he  from  six  to  thir* 
teen  leagues  to  the  north  of  the  nearest  part  of  t!ie  ronst  of 
Giiinei.    We  saw  one  volcano  on  a  mounuuu  m  the  interior  ol  tliat 
islanii,  which  also  cast  out  liames  and  pumice-stone. 

November  \Ath. — On  Sunday,  the  Hih,  at  two,  P.  M.,  we  were  close 
in  with  8  projecting  point  of  land,  which  runs  out  from  the  main  ialand 
to  the  Bonh.  This  cape ii  situated  in  lat.  S**  ITS.,  long.  142**  W  E*  \ 
•vbA  I  have  giren  it  the  name  of  Cape  Woodbury,  in  honour  of  Levi 
Woodbuf}',  Esq.,  secretary  of  t!io  wAvy  oftfie  I'liited  Htates ;  a  gen- 
tlenian  whose  talents,  patriotism,  and  private  virtues  are  too  well  known 
to  require  my  feeble  eiilogium. 

iuuf  or  ii^e  miles  to  the  westward  of  C'apc  Woodbur}'  id  a  fine  and 
■qmeioiia  hatbour,  rmmiiif  m  to  the  aoaib^weat,  the  entrance  of  which 
ia  Tofy  nanow,  being  fronted  by  eoral  reefin  which  prerent  any  aotgo 
from  we  aeabiMfd  entering  the  haren.  There  is  a  aofficient  depth  of 
water  between  the  reefs ;  but  on  accotint  of  the  narrow  windings,  it 
will  always  be  best  to  warp  in,  wlicn  you  will  be  completely  sheltered 
from  all  winds.  This  harbour  we  shall  call  by  ilie  same  name  with 
which  we  have  distinguished  the  cape,  that  is  iu  bight  to  the  eastward  of  it. 

We  are  now  approachuig  a  period  of  this  eventful  voyage,  in  the 
nanatiYe  of  which  t  shall, /or  rtaton*  mmtt  b$  obvicns  io  every 
reader^  suppress  dstcs,  coQfseav  distances^  bearin>^s,  and  locations. 
Lst  it  therefore  suffice,  that  on  leaving  the  coast  of  New-Guiaefti  we 
st^errd  (n  fh^  norihvard  and  easttaard  for  a  fete  days^woA  then  changed 
our  coiir^c  111  another  direction. 

During  ihis  cruise,  we  one  day,  at  two,  P.  M.,  were  close  in  with 
a  group  of  inlands,  to  Mhich  at  present  I  shall  give  no  name.  They 
are  not  laid  down  in  any  chart,  nor  roentiooed  in  any  epitome  of  navi* 
gaiion.  The  group  eoaprises  about  twenty  islands,  most  of  them 
thickly  inhabits*  all  foiy  low,  and  entirely  siinroimded  by  a  coral  reef 
of  about  seventy-five  miles  in  circumference.  Should  a  rhip  fall  in 
M'i!!i  \h\s  group  in  the  nffjlif.  she  would  be  close  upon  the  brr;ik(ni 
bciore  her  mariners  could  .srr  Innd  ;  and  if  not  fidlv  arcjiKuntf  d  with 
their  danger,  ihey  might  attempt  to  pass  over  iiioae  parts  on  which 
the  surf  breaks  with  ^e  least  violence,  in  which  ease  the  ship  would 
ineritably  be  lost.  The  eoral  reef  which  surrounds  these  islanda 
▼aries  in  width,  from  half  a  mile  to  two  miles,  and  has  from  two  to  six  or 
eight  feet  of  water  all  over  it  at  low  tide ;  and  its  whole  s»rfoe$  i*  lii* 
trolly  covr'"!  with  bichk-dl-mkr,  o/* a  vm/  suprt  fnr  fjutthh;. 

The  laL;iion  within  thr  rerf,  to  which  there  are  only  two  passages, 
ha^k  a  depth  of  from  two  10  tilieen  uihoms  of  water  all  over  it,  with  a 
«oral  bottom  covered  with  many  cargoes  of  oearUmfsttrs^  equal  in 
qoality  10  thoee  of  the  800I00  tea.  7%e  kamlri^  titrtoiM  mrt  also 
oify  pUntp  wUkm  th$  reefl  At  the  proper  season  of  the  year, 
4he  numerous  aand^^ts  in  the  lagoon  are  almost  covered  with 
them,  where  tliev  come  to  deposifr  iheir  ejfgs,  and  then  rfum  to  the 
sea.  la  a  few  days  aflerwurd.  ihnv  again  comr  11 1>  on  Ui(>  land, 
for  the  purpose  of  perpetuating  ilu  ir  .species.  IVum  ihii»  penod  they 
are  eoniiaually  coming  and  going  on  and  off  the  sand-spits,  until  ihenr 
young  ones  have  come  forth,  ai^  art  eepable  of  taking  ctre  of  them- 
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linM  until  tba  fottowinf  smtinier,  they  eontiaiw  feadng  abtol  lhi»  weft, 
but  ace  eeldoiii  aeen  upon  dry  land. 

There  are  many  other  valuables  here,  which  it  is  ^mneceaaary  to 
i-n^ntion  at  iliis  linu ,  as  a  full  m<\  particular  descripliou  ol  ihcse  islands 
^vUi  be  given  on  uiy  reiiiru  ti  om  another  contemplated  voyage,  when  I 
hope  to  exhibit  substantial  evidences  of  the  value  of  this  discovery.  I 
wiU  now  awrely  state  that  theie  klande  are  all  ihiekly  wooded, 
containing  thousands  of  ooeoanot-ttees  and  Iiraad4ruit  trees.  They 
diiTer  mnch  in  aise*  being  from  three  to  fifleen  miles  in  circuit.  Tbie 
two  openings  or  passages  into  tlio  lagoon  are  about  one  htintlred  yards 
wide  each ;  and  have  sutlicieni  deplli  of  water  for  a  ship  of  Jive  or  six 
hundred  tou^i  burthen  ;  and  when  once  within  the  reef,  she  may  choose 
her  depth  of  water  to  anchor  iu  one  of  tlie  iiuest  liar bours  ever  formed 
bynatnra 

Though  the  nalivee  of  tbeae  ialaads  wear  may  nniiMWtfo,  liwr^ 

only  article  of  dress,  properly  so  called,  is  a  sort  of  apioa  ftataMd 
around  the  lower  part  of  the  hoiW.  With  tlie  males  this  is  merely 
the  skin  of  a  fish,  but  tlic  JeinaicN  wear  a  small  mat,  mannrnrfurnl 
£rom  the  tkbrcs  of  the  back  of  the  cocQanui-tree,  whidi  reaches  Uonx 
the  hips  nearly  to  the  kneea.  In  eiher  respects  both  sexes  dre«» 
alULa.  ArottMi  their  watata  they  wear  aMay  airings  of  eeial,  Mif^ 
and  feaiheia ;  mag^  hoops,  or  bracelets  of  tortoise-shell  amiad  their 
wrists  and  anna;  lortoiae-ahell  and  Mher-o^Marl  aball  araand  dMir 
necks. 

The  nstives  of  these  islands  are  of  the  usual  stature,  and  well-pro- 
purtioncd  ai  i>ody  and  limb.  Tlieir  features  are  regular  and  manly ; 
their  eyes  and  foreheads  indicative  of  much  intellectual  capability,  and 
in  the  general  expraeakm  of  their  eoaaleaaaoe  tttfehearrerwiH  aieaaa 
disoover  much  ingenious  inqniaUiyeaeaB,  caUaened  by  good-humoared 
vivacity.  Though  their  aaiaial deaeent  may  have  beat  engiaally  iioaa 
the  African  race,  their  skin  h  not  so  bkfk  as  tlie  negroes  of  tifmiixetl 
blood  in  the  L'juted  States;  neither  liave  they  the  African  il.i:  foot, 
protruding  heel,  crookt;*]  sliiiis,  «fc.c.,  but  Uieir  icga,  as  wcJl  as  liieir 
arms,  are  iincly  foiincd,  muscular,  strong,  and  active.  Their  hair  ia 
ahortt  cuKly«  and  eriap^  and  their  teedi  ragalar»  aaund*  and  while.  Tha 
chiela  are  amefa  laitooed  on  their  lind»f  cheats  and  ahoolders,  with  a 
Ui^e  slit  iu  the  right  aaffi  for  anspenduig  eraamenta  ar  iaeigaia  of 

rank.     ^1//  thr  males  arc  cirntmcised  af  fin  earh/a^^^. 

I  was  mucli  surprised  at  falling  in  wiiii  liiis  cunous  race  of  men, 
differing  in  so  many  respects  from  all  the  nuniorou^  tribes  and 
nuLiuus  by  wiium  lliey  arc  siuruundeii.  I  never  saw  any  exactly  like 
theai,  in  Eanpet  Aaia«  Afirieat  or  Anenea*  aar  an  any  of  the  idaada 
of  Aaalralaaia  or  Polynesia.  Them  ia  not  the  leaal  laaeaAlance  ba> 
tween  them  and  the  Malaya»  the  Caialiniaaa,  or  the  natives  of  Near- 
Ireland,  New-Britain,  or  New-Guinea,  nor  can  I  form  the  least  eaSp 
^eclure  Irom  whence  these  islands  roiild  have  first  been  pco[>led. 

At  three,  P.  M..  whi!"  lyin^j-to  witliiii  Haifa  mile  of  the  reel  which 
tiurroundii  Utui  bw-auiifui  group  of  x^iianiis,  the  natives  came  oil  m  great 
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MMnlwn,  ia  eaaoes  Um  would  einy  from  sermiy^rB  to  one  Imndred 

and  fifty  men.  On  approaching  the  vessel  they  appeared  to  be  aiUMMt 
v  ild  with  curiosity,  nsionishmcnt,  and  nuiiibcrlcss  other  sensations ; 
perlurnimg  a  thousand  curious  amies,  and  usin<,^  the  most  extravagant 
gestures.  They  ilicn  held  forth  a  long  haranjjuc,  the  suhjcct  of  which 
we  could  not  cotuprehend,  as  aeiUier  my  JMamlla-uicii  nor  the  natives  of 
Yap  undentood  a  word  they  uttered.  After  dils  they  made  no  scrapie 
«r  coming  alongikle ;  bat  reft»ed  to  trede,  their  eoleobjeet,  which the]r 
look  no  poms  to  eonoealf  being  plunder  and  perhaps  massacre. 

They  appeared  to  consider  the  Antarctic  as  a  God-send,  driven  into 
their  virinity  for  their  henefil;  and  that  all  they  hrif]  to  do  was  to  tow 
her  on  to  the  reef,  mid  take  possession,  not  doubiin}>  iora  moment  that 
the  men  on  board  were  so  completely  m  tiieir  power  as  not  even  to  be 
eonenlted  on  the  enbjeet.  Thejr  noeordingly  hndnd  m  thefar  warpe. 
diieetinf  ni  to  ineke  them  tet  to  the  efem  of  the  foeeel,  thtt  part  of 
ite  Antarctic  being  nearest  to  the  islands^  as  she  was  lyings  widi  hiT 
hf  ad  olf-shorc.  When  this  was  done,  they  all  dropped  aslcm,  and  M 
the  wind  was  then  blowing  directly  towards  the  irronp,  thrv  set 
their  ii:\\\s,  how  ihcui  aback,  and  with  tlic  assistance  ul  their  paddles* 
soon  got  rapid  stern-way  on  tlie  Antarctic,  lowing  her  directly  on  to 
the  tmt,  which  wne  then  onlf  abont  oot-ifalid  of  a  mUo  detent,  diroitlf 
mderowloo. 

Their  isfoiary  success  filled  thomwilk  iO  nnch  joy  dm  dwf 

eonld  not  contain  timmselves,  but  soon  got  into  conftision.  In  fact» 
thfv  tf»«?tifiod  such  rxf  cssive  delight,  that  I  almost  reor^ptted  bein?  under 
the  necessity  of  dashmg  a  cup  of  joy  so  lull  and  maniimg.  But  the 
Antarctic  was  not  my  property  ;  and  ihougli  authorized  to  give  them 
beads,  trinkets,  and  other  baobles,  I  did  not  feel  myself  at  Uber^  to 
Mlin^dah  veeeel  aftd  all.  I  neeoidhigly  gavo  tho  word,  aad  die  lote- 
«MMail  and  head-sails  werO  iouaediatelj  fiUedf  whieh  soon  tufMd  th« 
tide  of  afiairs.  The  leawrr  now  became  the  tmrecL,  until  the  vessel 
had  acquired  sncli  rapid  hrad^ay  to  part  all  thOtT  liMSy  Whloh 
aaved  US'  i!ic  troiil»lf  oi  ciiuin^^  or  casting  tli«ra  off. 

This  iiniookf  (1  tor  lermuiatiun  of  their  enterprise  struck  them  t^'ifh 
astonishment  and  dismay ;  ami  for  a  few  moments  they  remauicd 
fmin,  gioiiy  ot  oasli  other,  and  after  tho  AnOMde,  tat  «|Moehleeo 
wonder.  B«t  aa  aoo»  ae  they  saw  the  Antarctic  heave-to  again,  wUeli 
was  done  as  eooB  as  she  had  snfficiently  lengthened  her  dlsunce  from 
the  reef,  they  seem^^d  to  hr  animated  wirh  new  )mpf«»,  and  nil  pnddled 
lip  alongside,  apparently  <!ciernuned  to  '.uloyii  some  orher  method  of 
e^nrymg  the  vessel.  Wiieu  they  had  nppivachr  l  \\  iihin  a  few  vard?i 
of  us,  they  commenced  darting  their  spears  at  our  bodies  ;  but  fortu- 
nately, none  of  them  did  any  injury.  I  now  thought  it  high  time  to 
Ml  a  stop  to  tUi  tridn^f,  mi  oroMod  a  liiw  g«M  to  bo  dfeieeer  Mr 
mmh.  Tfaie  manouvre  had  the  desired  effect,  ae  tdiottt  ifticd  hmdndl 
of  the  poor  terrified  assailanu  jumped  into  the  water;  where  nothing 
but  thf»ir  Mark  nirlv  hmids  rotdd  be  ^fcn  when  the  smoke  bad  dis- 
persed. The  flame  and  the  smoke,  and  the  whistling  of'  tlu^  balls 
through  the  air  just  over  their  hesds,  an<l  above  all  the  roar  of  the 
caimoUt  aiinosi  deprived  tliMn  of  tbeiur  seuae:>  \  them,  in 
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immediately  let  down,  and  picked  up  the  straggler,  while  ilic  oihen 
were  permitted  to  niiiiie  as  precipitate  a  retreat  as  they  pleased. 

A  lew  dayu  anterior  to  this  incident,  we  had,  wider  similar  eireum* 
stances,  picked  up  a  Bative  belonging  to  aBodier  group  of  islanda,  about 
thi«a  hondred  miles  distant  from  the  one  just  described.  Tbeaa  iw 
groups  are  so  nearly  alik»  in  every  respect,  that  for  tlie  present  v.'hnt 
I  }i;ivc  said  of  one  will  apply  to  both,  with  the  single  exce{)tioii  of  ilie 
language  spoken  by  the  natives.  Our  two  captives  could  noi.  for  somo 
time,  interchange  their  sentiments  verbally,  though  they  could  sympa- 
Ihize  with  ea<^  other  by  signa  and  looici. 

My  object  in  bringing  theae  two  men  to  tbeUaiied  Statea  ia  ahtady 
known  to  the  public,  ma  ia,!  tmit,  didy  appieeiated.  In  the  year  1810 
they  were  ferocious  savages,  and,  as  they  now  confess  with  horror,  even 
CANNIBALS  !  In  the  year  1832  they  are  civilized,  intelligent  men,  well 
fitted  for  bcconiiijg  proper  agents,  or  interpreters  and  missionaries  to 
open  an  iuiercouriie  with  their  nauve  i^les,  which  cauuot  fail  of  result* 
iijg  m  iamenM  oomaMretal  advantages  to  llie  United  Statee,  and  alao 
incalculabla  eiYil  and  moral  blessings  to  a  portion  of  mankind  nefie 
before  known  or  heard  of  by  the  civilized  world.  They  have  become 
familiar  with  the  superior  arts  and  enjoyments  of  civilized  life,  and  aro 
very  anxious  to  return  and  communicate  the  same  to  their  benighted 
countrymen.  One  uf  them,  who  was  a  chief  in  his  native  country,  has  a 
great  taste  for  the  mechanic  arts,  particularly  such  aa  require  the  oso 


ant  faeioriea  and  workshops,  with  the  inmiisitive  eye  of  a  phileeopiwry 

rind  is  never  satisfied  until  the  use  ana  principle  of  evoy  operation 

have  been  explained  to  him.  * 

If  there  be  sutlieient  commercial  eiucrprise  in  the  United  States  to 

out  an  expeditiou  to  tliese  islands,  and  ilms  enable  me  to  restore 
theae  eiiiUzed  eannibala  lo  their  own  ialanda,  the  atockholdeia  of  the 
coDoem  woidd  not  only  realiie  incalcohUe  profita  by  the  firat  foyage, 
but  miglit  monopoUw  the  invaluable  trade  as  loog  aa.  they  pleaee  f 
l)ecansc  /  alone  know  where  these  tshmds  arc  srfuated. 

If  these  two  natives  are  enabled  to  return,  ihey  will  also  be  prcparr-d 
to  instruct  Uieir  conulr\'men  in  t\ie  an  of  a i culture,  of  which  ihey  are 
now  entirely  iguorauu  iiy  tlus  means  thousands  of  unduis  would  be 
jmaerved,  which  are  now  doomed  to  perish,  leal  the  populalionof  Ifaeee 
ialanda  become  too  great  for  their  meana  of  aoatenance.  Waa  their 
fich,  mellow,  loxariant  aoil  only  partially  ddtivned,  it  would  pradaee 
sufficient  for  ten  times  the  population  which  now  occupies  it.  These 
two  natives,  whom  I  call  "  Sunday*"*  and  Moriffnt/'''  will  also  prepare 
the  minds  of  their  countrymen  to  receive  and  proicct  missionaries; 
they  will  report  how  kiudiv  and  tenderly  tiiey  have  been  treated  liere 
how  nnioh  mm  confoitaUy  we  live  than  thev  can  wiihoot  some  of  the^ 
same  meana ;  and  how  pleaaant  it  ia  to  attond  the  womhip  of  the  Great 
Spirit  hi  a  Christian  temple,  where  his  praises  are  chanted  by  hmidrada 
of  sweet  voices,  borne  to  heaven  on  the  breath  of  the  pealing  organ  ? 

Nottemher  )i^ih* — On  Fridav,  the  26th,  we  took  the  north-east  trade- 
iffmd&  irom  caat-by-aortb,  iu  iauiude  0^  0  1^.,  long.        M'  and 
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« 

on  the  followiag  day  we  crossed  a  shoal  of  coral  about  four  miles  ii> 
circumference,  with  from  three  to  ten  fathoms  of  water  upou  iu  This- 
•ihoal  is  aumed  in  laiimde  r»  SI'  N.,  long.  144"*  Wt.  We  now 
made  the  beet  of  onr  way  to  the  Strait  of  St.  BamardiMSand  wera: 
within  the  entmnre  of  the  strait  on  the  9th  of  December.  » 

December  lUtli. — On  Friday,  the  10th  of  Decemhpr,  we  touched  at 
Santa  Sinto,  where  we  obtained  a  supply  of  provisions,  of  which  we 
stood  very  much  iu  ueed  ;  as  for  tlie  ia^i  twenty  days  we  had  been  on 
an  allowance  of  one-third.   It  ie  tniiy  astonieKiiDg,  that  irom  the  time 
of  leafing  BlamUa  np  fo  the  present  date,  only  one  nan  mi  boaid  haA 
been  ill,  out  of  a  crew  of  eighty-five  men,  confined  in  a  email  Yeaaelt 
and  all  the  time  in  a  very  warm  climate.    I  attribute  this  extraordinary 
heahhiness  almost  ciiurely  to  the  strict  nttrnlion  paid  to  cleanliness^ 
and  avoidiug  uunece»sary  exposure,  on  buard  the  Antarctic.  # 
•   I  wonld  eanestly  reeonunend  to  all  ehip-masters,  on  a  long  voyage^ 
to  keep  a  special  eye  to  this  eobjeet.   Hie  evaw  ehoold  be  eompelkd 
to  attttid  paitienlany  to  tide  impoftant  concern,  as  respects  their  per- 
sons, cookin*:^  vessels,  wearing  appnrcl,  beddin<r,  Arr.    When  the  bilge- 
water  bet  onies  the  least  olTen&ive,  a  part  of  Uie  crew  should  be  em- 
ployed in  pouring  pure  sea- water  into  the  forepart  of  the  vessel,  while 
others  are  pumping  it  oat,  until  the  nuisance  is  totally  abated.  Thi» 
simple  measure  will  completely  noUify  or  nentralixe  a  very  prolific' 
source  of  disease.   The  men  shonid  nefer  be  pennitted  to  sleep  ia- 
their  wet  clothes,  nor  on  deck,  in  very  warm  or  Tery  cold  climates ;  as* 
this  has  a  tendenry  to  promote  tlie  scurfy,  when  off  soundings  :  whila 
on  soundings,  wiien  the  dews  arc  heavy,  it  engenders  fever.    Xt  ulier 
should  they  be  allowed  to  sleep  too  much  when  the  weather  is  hot  ^  . 
ler  that  islaies  and  enervates  toe  whole  system,  and  readers  the  body, 
liaUs  to  many  danferona  and  often  fatal  <useaaes-  In  waim  eUmaien 
they  shonid  ehange  their  clothes  twice  a  week. 

i    Ships  on  long  voyages  should  always  be  supplied  with  a  liberal ' 
quantity  of  dried  apples,  to  be  distributed  to  the  seamen  three  times  a 
week.    They  should  also  be  careftilly  fin  ing  he  J  with  a  due  quantity 
of  vinegar,  which  should  be  given  to  the  men  wiUi  their  food  three  limiea 
a  day ;  besides  a  spoonful  e«^  every  morning,  for  rinei^g  their  moudis. 
Switidiel,  or  nwlsssos  end  water,  wiih  a  little  vinegar  ia  it,  should  bn  - 
served  out  to  them  once  or  twice  a  day,  while  at  sea.    Their  meat, . 
before  cooking,  sliould  he  well  ? onked  in  sea-water,  r'.ntl  the  strictest 
alieuiion  ouglii  to  he  p;iul  lo  the  manner  of  its  being  served  up  after 
cooking.    The  health  of  a  ship's  company  depends  iu  a  great  measure 
nn  the  eharaeter  of  the  eook ;  life  and  death  are  in  his  hands,  and  thn 
beet  of  diem  reqiure  striet  looking  after.   If  personal  cleanliness  b« 
essendal  to  health,  how  mneh  more  so  must  be  the  cleanliness  of  onr 
cookery  !    A  filthy,  careless,  ignorant  cook  is  more  dangeroii«;  ihnn  a 
pestilence     This  subject,  I  regret  to  ^ay,  i'*  too  miu-h  neghxied  by 
slnp-masiefs,  some  of  whom  seem  lo  liiuik  iliat  seamen  may  be  fed 
Uke  AO  many  swine  \  and  that  they  are  merely  fed  at  all  in  order  to 
'gt?e  them  etrengdi  to  work.  I  know  them  to  be  flies;  and  the  best 
m  men  when  proper^  treated. 
One  word  more  lespecting  vinegar.  The  water  whieh  we  drink  at 
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eea  is  alw^ays  more  or  less  impure.  This  is  readil}*  corrected  by  a 
liille  vinegar,  which  also  tciuls  to  pronioie  that  salutary  perspiration 
^vhich,  in  hot  weather,  preveaia  putrid  fevers,  and  inflammations  of 
various  kinds.  1  would  alaa  woofimnBd 4iai  every  vessel  IpesnppUed 
with  a  quantity  of  sMb  fiv  tbo  ose  of  dio  seanicn  afior  baid  tegna, 
iamoad  of  araent  tpanla.  It  will  have  a  imicb  better  effect,  as  the 
vegetable  acid  it  contains  g\yc9  it  a  superior  efficacy  against  puirefac- 
tioTi.  These  two  highly  important  articles,  vinegar  and  shrub,  would 
"  be  touud  to  be  ^'reat  preventives  against  the  scurvy,  on  board  of  vessels 
ivhicb  are  engaged  iu  long  voyages. 

Bnt  the  above  arOnot  atliaor  perhaps  tha  moat  iaqKmniheiMfita  re- 
aallhig  &om  a  proper  use  of  vinegar  at  tea.  Eveiy  part  of  the  ship* 
where  it  ia  pooMblc  for  foul  air  to  engender  or  to  lurk,  should  be 
washed  or  sprinkled  with  it  at  least  once  a  weeL  Iu  antiscorbutic 
and  disinfecting  qualities  are  not  so  generally  known  lunong  manners 
as  tliey  ought  to  be.  By  its  influence  the  lungs  ami  oilier  tender  pans 
of  the  human  vitals  become,  as  k  were*  tbaalfaidi  or  Mnded  «|piiiiai 
tfaa  volatile  particles  of  every  noxious  exhalalioa ;  mk  that  it  ia  eithar 
ropdtod  or  neutralized*  and  rendered  harmless. 

December  \4th. — Aftrr  taking  on  board  the  necessary  supplier  at 
Santa  Sinto,  we  pursued  oar  wjiy  to  Manilla,  where  we  arrived  on 
'Tuesday,  December  the  14lh,  and  at  eleven,  A.  M.,  came  to  anchor 
in  Manilla  Roads,  in  four  fathoms  of  water,  clay  ground*  Our  i^^t^ 
arrival  in  port  was  auMMMad  by  tfaiea  mhiltriniMg  ebnra  finm  our 
noble  crew  of  eighty-flvanen ;  ano^  I  am  proud  to  publish  to  dba  world* 
during  the  whole  of  this  cruise,  from  Manilla  and  back  again,  a  period 
of  nbotit  six  months,  uniformly  conducted  themselves  in  the  most  faith- 
ful, manly,  and  amiable  ni  iniier.  Not  a  solitary  individual  among 
them  had  rendered  himsell  obnoxious  to  ptmishmciit.  or  even  rej)roof ; 
not  a  man  of  them  but,  in  the  way  of  duty,  would  have  iollowed  me 
imo  the  very  jaws  of  deadi.  80  nineb  for  treating  seaa^n  lika  aien« 
jnMd  of  ktdiag  it  over  them  as  if  dioy  ware  »lmm. 

December  \5th. — On  the  following  day  we  discharged  the  AntaretiCi 
nnd  soon  after  sold  the  cargo  to  the  best  adranfag^p.  and  srttled  with 
our  f  iiihrui  crew.  Our  friends  received  us  in  the  most  cordial  and 
aflectionate  manner ;  and  my  wife  was  hailed  as  the  heroine  of  a  ro- 
annea  in  real  life.  Her  own  feelings  and  sensations  through  aU  the 
fitde  taeiifaais  of  ilna  ftortii  voyage  ara  dcaezibad  in  kar  owa  Joaaal* 
which  will  soon  bo  pobliahed,  and  to  that  I  aball  refer  the  reader. 
Those  friends  who  were  so  anxious  for  ovr  safety,  and  who,  the  laadar 
will  rprollect,  ender^voured  to  di!?stinde  its  from  this  eventful  cruise, 
mow  llockcd  around  us  with  ihc  most  tuiimatrd  congratulations.  My 
two  captives,  Sunday  and  Mond;iN-,  cxciUhI  ihn  inc^t  intense  interest 
nODg  eitiaena  of  iffl  clasoBs ;  and  liie  adventures  oi  Leonard  Shaw 
^iraio  dia  eommon  topie  of  oonvanaikii.  Id  ihofti  tha  aafa  NMm  of 
llw  Aataretic  to  Manilla  waa  hailed  as  a  tnamph,  and  excited  w  nnok 
entbi^sinsm  ns  did  the  return  of  the  Argo,  with  Jtion  tnd  Ilia  tOUfMt 
ions,  to  Thessaly  with  the  celebiated  gc^dea  flofloe* 
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l>i*appointed  Hopes — Take  Frcigbt  for  Cadiz — Tonch  at  Singapore  to  lighteo 
the  Vessel — Dcachption  of  the  FIaco — CUmat«,  Soil»  Health,  and  Beauty  of  th* 
Country— An  A«rial  Examioii— IMI||ktftii  PkMpeeta — Sail  from  Singapore^ 
The  treacherous  Malay»— Pr^mutiona  necessary  to  be  ob6c^^'ed-  Doul  le  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope — ^aidanha  Bay — Neeeasarf  Repain — Island  of  St.  Helena 
—Tomb  of  Bonaparte — History  and  DaaeripCton  of  the  Idand-  Tho  AMflw 
—Cadiz—dordeaox— HooMnNraid  Bonnd-  fhin  AnM— M daadiolj  N«if«— 
Ttio  Condition. 

Tbb  importance  of  1117  new  diseoreiks  wm  mdveimlly  ulaMnrledged 
at  Manilla;  aidiiad  it  not  been  for  Iha  envy  and  perfidy  of  some  of 
ny  own  countiyment  I  iboiiki  liave  aacce'eded  in  raising  fnnda  to  fit 

out  thf»  Antarctic  in  snch  a  manner  as  immediately  to  realize  a  portion 
of  the  immense  proiits  which  still  await  a  wrll-coruhK'ted  expedition 
to  those  islands.  The  sanctity  of  the  tomb,  combined  with  a  oelicacy 
for  the  feelittf|a  of  the  living,  protects  the  memory  of  me  whose  name 
woold  otbannae,  in  tiiia  veiy  namtiveb  haTO  been  itampcd  with  im* 
deenaUe  Infiuny.  His  perfidtoiis  machinations  so  far  succeeded  as 
to  compel  me  to  abandon  the  idea  of  retmming  to  the  islands  of  Sunday 
and  ^Tonday  until  I  had  first  risited  the  fJnited  f?tates.  I  therefore 
obtained  a  freight  for  Cadiz,  on  my  way  home,  and  the  Antnrrtir  was 
ready  for  sea  on  Llie  i;iiii  ui  January,  1831.  The  A^iitic  cholera 
was  at  this  tine  in  M tti3la« 

Jan*  After  taking  kavo  of  aH  o«r  firieoda  and  aoqjoaiBU 

ancc  at  Manilla,  we  went  on  board,  on  Thursday,  the  13th;  and  at 
6,  P  M.,  got  underway;  homeward-bound,  via  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  At  half-past  eight,  P.  M,,  we  passed  the  Corregidor,  with  a 
strong  aorth-easl  monsoon  :  bel^ri  wc  had  reached  the  roast  of  Cochin 
China,  liowever,  we  found  that  lUv  Antarctic  was  overloaded,  and  tiiere- 
ibre  made  the  beat  of  oor  way  to  Singaporet  where  we  aimed  on 
Friday,  the  91at  of  Janiiar}',  and  landed  such  a  portion  of  tlie  eargo  as 
lightened  the  vessel  sufficiently  to  He  'Considered  safe. 

Tlie  town  of  Singapore  is  a  recent  Brifi=?!i  '^ntleraent,  on  an  island 
of  the  samp  name,  lying  at  the  eastrrn  rxtremity  of  the  Strait  oi 
M^klacca,  m  latitude  1®  17  22  iionli,  long.  lon°  51'  4 J  east.  Singa- 
pore is  separated  from  the  mamland  fomnu^  ihe  peninanla  of  Ma* 
koea,  or  Malaya,  OB  the  WKth,  by  a  nanew  ainit  of  IM  aasM 
naixow,  indeed,  that  in  some  places  it  is  scsrcoly  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
aeioea,  and  yet,  in  Nearly  period  of  European  navigation,'  this  little 
channel  waa  the  thorooghiare  between  India  and  China.*   Ai  preMnt» 

*  Jf^iM  Fbrrign  Tradr  of  fTUM^Th*  MlMlpri  MM  aTlbilVill  Mitto  MOM  m  ly  O^INT 

aoaticooiw  proriiK-ea  of  CacMn,  flrtltwi,  CMwag,  api  KiMHMa. 
•*!^ror«trfi  tra<l«>  !•«  pwnMsi  wMitfMMMii  afPlMMaai  wmtihammmmm  af  tanMss 

the  uirn(  >>r  trnrn  N^tiick  maf  bp  coodaeicd  b«tw«ea  Cliioa,  Cnraa,  aad  tbc  LMcksw  Maaia. 
Tac  iaUgwim  art  Ous  couniHwi  wuh  wlucfa  ChUw  carrio  oo  a  ttafc  ia  Janks ;  ^  faf— ,  Ow  fiei»» 
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bowever,  the  grand  route  between  the  eastern  and  we^tera  portions  of 
wiiiti—  Am  i>  tlong  tht  toalh  tide  of  Smnpore,  and  lo  aear  to  h 
thai  ohipi  k  putktg  and  repattiof  a]»piDaim  The 

,  Bingapote,  Khitt,  Um 

I  ito  ifiit  tf  iwntoiiii  Mi^CMOB,  Titiiliiiw,  Nmaboiw jl 

I,  CbanfliM.  and  HataMi,  ta  the  fivmimt  ti  CaaM ;  Amoy  •n4  CtuoelMW,  in  ihe  | 
;  NiDfiw  and  Si«nc-h«ic,  in  iIm  prvriat*  of  CbakJang ;  wid  Saatckcoa,  in  lb«  nrovi 
mm    TIj'  |i>  foninc  may  belookad  upoa  aa  mm tppfiffitmkmlmtkt  — >»  af  J—M  CMiyttia 
M  trade  v*iUi  itxc  iiitknat  pUcw  alrradj-  eaanrrafd, 


Jaaaa,  lOjuoks,  two  re^afea,   V 

rkillppioc  UlaiMH    •••».*••*.  II 

ilsiaada,  ..........  4 

ia.Ga*wt.   W 

Jvra,         ■    Y 

aam»irjk   10 

ttanpwc^UUoli   t 


BaMCwl«rMriqrMMiii,  • 

ww<   

CochinChili^  M 

'    ■  ■■  f 

M 

-  Totaim 

J'Thlaa»«i«ii«fM^dae«DM  iodud«  a  froat  nunbererinnan  janiubcta)|^tolb«WMi 


vvtiich  earn  on  Trade  willi  ToMpiiB.  Cocliia  C'kina,  Ounbodla,  iiSm^mS  9tmtL 
Biatn  ankount  vrarly  to  ateut  50,  and  for  tiM  Codua  duaeae  '*~Hwfffiw  loaSSi  4t*  thew  ml 
would  bring  thr  total  number  of  re«Kla  canyiBc       difaetlrade  betwaaa  CMMMlSbrrign  coum- 


Banted  to  to  Ycadai  >iaiiia><il«Wt  ftl  Wiip  i  iTlli  a  ^^^'^^^^S!^%SVt^i, 
ta  pafMnMa  twica  a  ytttt 


>  ."yj^jL  t<>>*.<y  <f  TTaia,'llw  fcreifn  inicrrotine  of  the  two  protineca  Cbr- 

y!!lltt^.r'ff*^?T''L"*  ptodactioo  of  raw  mlli,  im^,  iinl  nankoeius  i»  emSotd 

fattanHlMlM MiBaa,  Tonquia,  Cochin  Cbina,  Cambodia,  nn<l  a»oin  ,  and  none  of  ihia  riaaa  of 
«HBtla,tballBaiawara  of,  have  erer  found  tlt*nr  way  totbr  wrsiprn  iiana  of  the  Indian  arrhirH-laRo. 
Taa  aVMter  of  these  tndinc  with  Bmin  m  84,  all  of  ron!n<l»-r!ibl<'  m/jp  ,  tboar  Intdtng  wjih  tlie  ( tx-hiu 
Cttlaaaa  dominions  IC,  alw>  rx  ron«i.l.Table  nir ;  and  ilHwyMnnlin*  with  the  Philippine  5  ,  rnnknic 
In  all  45,  of  wh.rii  ilir  atrmse  biinkii  doea  not  (ail  aljort  oi  IT.IXK)  ions.  I  am  the  more  particDiar 
In  dearnhing  ihm  branch  of  Ihe  ChiiKwo  coratneiT«.  aa  wr  do  not  our>ri\e^  at  praaent  pATtakt  of  It. 
and  as  Mc  juj-uM-wi  no  direct  mr^nn  ol  ohiainini  infonniiiioii  in  regard  lo  ii.  AH  the  innka  caiTTinc 
%>u  tins  iradr  with  9*am  are  own-.  1  -n  th<-  laitrr  rountrv.  and  not  in  China:  and  I  am  Dot  rare  now 
tar  It  iniN  not  alaobeaoin  the  other  ca.<(  h  i  ,|o  not  doubt  hiu  Itel  a  atnilV ca^B«a WUL iS Ite 
evrni  of  .i  free  trade,  extend  to  ;<lni;H;Mir<  .  and  ihat  thrOQgklMiCkaMal  OMyOTWlaBlIf  haaMdaad 
tl»e  treeji  l*«a  of  Klannan.  ami  th<"  raw  hilka  of  Chekiaaf,  '  ' 

"  Beaidealbr  junks  now  deacnbod  tlM-n-  la  another  oiiiaevaaac1aoa,wWchMrto4MnartaaMtlM 
colonial  abippmg  of  the  t  hineae.  WbenTcr  the  Chtaaae  am  aettM  ia  aay  muniMfiL  Hnka  of  ttiia 
tle«cnption  are  to  be  found ;  — ^  i—  ah— ....  .».-^ffy^||^^  ^  "^^j^  ^  In  mil 
commerce  of  thia  deacripuoa  ia  aaMa«la<  ttm  Ika  OoaMa  CMmm  mSmm.  bu  eopeda^iy  iW 
 Where  the  auoikar  ^  MiMi  la  aa  mm,   mmti  iSS7V%JripSS  rr£ 


ihe  latter  countr)'  cooa  •wflHy 

901)  tons 


K-Ti.^  ISS?"  eewrtrtaa  are  aome  of  them  owned  ax  A 

•tSLi  #2!!5*»  jy  ■  WMitoitto  nonbcr  alao  la  the  tatter  coamika,  panlmlarly  in  t^Mtn  and 
'  yyWg.CMaa.   Of  tbooe  carryiiif  on  the  Slamrar  trade.  inde<Hl,  nole«w  than  si  out  of  the     of  con> 
alaa,  were  repfvoanit-d  to  me  mn  being  built  and  owimmI  in  8iuni.   The  aroall  juiika  bow- 
•far,  earr)  Ing  on  the  trade  of  liainnn.  are  alt  IljiIi  hi..'  owned  in  fimm.  ' 
a a'lXl" ""^  in»ilins  d<r« <  t  With  (  hma.  var\ m  hurden  from  2,iXtO  piriils  to 
<*  carry  dead  wcigbi  from  lai  lo  '>•«»  luim.    Ol  tlio-e  oi  il.,  laM  M./e  1  have  only  seen  three 
Wfotir,  and  theee  Were  ai  Siam,  and  the  wnne  winch  were  crttrniKiiilv  eini>'o>.<l  in  rnrrying  a  in 
nd  tribute  yearly  drofn  Hiam  to  ('antoii    ni  the  whole  .  f  ilie  biriii  cinvi  ot  junka,  1  »hoBlil 
lae  average  burden  w  ill  not  he  ovf  rrau  d  ac  lUm  ioiim  tarh,  which  would  make  the  tu(«l 
-ploye.1  in  the  naino  foreisn  u.,<W  orrt.ma  iK-iween  «0,(«00  ar.d  70,000  lona,  evrlnaivc  «rdW 
J".""?    "'V"''"'  «        estiinoird  at  iMitona  each,  wouki  make  iii  all  about  Slt,000  ttm. 
^  rtie  junk*  bii  (t  in  (  i,,,ia  are  iisuallv  rooMructed  of  Or  and  other  inlMor  wooda.  VThm  ihar 
«rnre  ni  La^1^adl•<..  .s,^,,,.  and  tlir  Maiarnn  iatandiL  Uwy  eommoiUT  fhniiirii IhanariVHV^kMMuL 

T  ^  »ea«<-l«,  the  piaiike  and  uMMf  WHto  k^M  lamtotty  taat  ThTww  (HhiD^ 
inul.lnii  iM  lufflieM  ai  the  |«rt  of  Aaioy  to  PoUMLaad  WM  latlMB    At  tkMO  ..^d 

^*Sf|"*,  7,400 

.l-hangUm,  
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islaad  is  of  an  elliptical  form,  mucli  indented  by  bays  and  harbours,  and 
presentiDg  many  projecting  poinu,  prooMOlories,  capes,  Slc.  Its  great* 
•It  iMgch  it  about  twtnty-^eren  miles*  and  its  giaakast  Inaidih  about 
iftas«t  the  wliole  comprising  an  ares  of  about  twohuadredand  seventy 
sqnare  nulaa.  The  town  is  built  on  a  river,  at  the  south  aide  oC  tiw 
island. 

Hiis  town  was  first  founded  in  the  year  1818;  and  seven  years 


tiila  twrntiNliHiM  for  |niinf    wdwaed  ca  iisi^Mf  Iwti 

Sasislia  Mkn.  ii«ti«lMilMM«M  ariteMnHCkMA  t  
a  w  AMI.  M  tfe*  frgftff  sr  mb  tbira  or  Om  itffMM*^ 
OHyaMCOMOTHi.  Ti»pllilN«ii«wllvtki«mB9MMlii»«rMM 
WKaadhMM.  Th»lMl0HHMteli|Ma«riM^a»4  WWMH.  Tbe  cftptMos  of  the  raebor 
and  thi:  hold  IttTe  •  pievia  •rfMgbtOMS;  Mi  Iht  mmbmi  7  pieuHi  e«eh.  N<weoritae«et»re»ny 
wiLgfM.  Tlie  ciAc«ra  uid  mmmM  ef  tta*  colonial  Jfiaks  v  iUPtrvntlj  rawarded.  In  a  StainMe  j  unk» 
for  cvample,  trading  between  the  Siameiie  capital  and  Stngapore,  of  0,000  piruh  burden,  the  com- 
niantler  and  pUol  bad  each  100  dollara  Ibr  tbo  TOfaM,  wttb  It  pieula  of  flmf  ht  apiec«.  Th»  ae- 
rountruit  aii<kil—— Iwi  Mf if  iMs  lUswMW^  isd  Mcfc  saMMS  fcs*  AS  dottM^  wSh  »  piwri» 
of  fmjht. 

"  la  conatroctioii  and  ootflt,  CUaoM  jank<i  are  cliunay  and  awkward  in  the  extreme.  Th« 

Chinese  are  quite  aiMtcqoaintod  with  navigaiion.  saving  the  knowlfjge  of  the  compass  :  notwitb- 
■landins  thta.  as  their  pilots  are  expert,  tbeir  voyages  sli  iri,  and  as  Ihry  hardly  ever  sail  except  at 
ths  Ueijibl  of  tbe  monjioons,  when  a  fair  aiid  nxv.\r.\  f<i  ven  or  eight  knots'  breeze  carries  tbem 
dUrecUy  frooi  port  to  pnrt,  the  sea  riak  la  very  small.  i  >  u  mz  thirteen  yearV  acqaalntance  with  thuf 
i  of  UtSib  I  MA  rocoUeet  bearing  ofbcit  four  shipwreck:* ;  and  la  oU  tbeae  ioMonoeo  (be  eiows 

Md  rigging  oTa  Chlncoe  junk  may  be  looked  tipon  as  her  proper  registry,  i 


CO.  Tbev  are  bigbeat  at  Amo^',  and  loweet  ta  the  iali 
1  iHftfiii  mm  that  thtf  osnied  on  the  maMt  Md  oaak 
ft  lha  ports  oT  Ntngpo  «ad  Bfaag -bal,  ia  Cbeklaag;  Hd 


I  oomitfT. 

ir  any  port  efiha  eroor  conalat  or  Blanieoe,  Cochin  Cbineee,  or  oiber  foreignera,  tbe  latter  are  ad- 

initted  only  at  (be  port  ofCanton  ;  and  if  (imnd  in  any  other  part  ofChina,  would  be  aeix*^  and  taketi 
up  hy  thi"  police  exactly  in  the  nntw  manner  as  if  they  were  Europeans  Thr  native  tra.le  of  (  hm» 
conOuciril  wnh  foreign  countries  is  not  a  clandestine  commerce,  unacJinowledgcd  by  itit-  ("limesa 
laws,  but  In*  in  tTer>  case  at  least  the  expre<w  sanction  of  the  viceroy  or  goremor  of  the  province, 
who,  on  petition,  (iecjile^  the  number  of  junks  that  shall  be  allowed  to  engage  In  it ;  and  even  cnu- 
uieratcs  the  articles  wlu  'ti  it  Rl,:\llb«'  li'sai  toi  \()ori  ami  import.  At  evrry  jHirt,  qIno,  where  »u<ij  a 
foreign  trade  is  sanctlom-d,  then-  is  a  huug  or  tx>'iy  o(  srcunty  nMrebantaaaatCantoa;  atectwbick 
■bowa  clearly  enough  that  this  institution  ih  parcel  uf  the  lawtorOMMMSf  OUM,SSiMlspMSlliB 
lootralnf  irapoaed  apoo  (he  iniercourse  with  Europeans. 

"  The  Cbineao  joMca,  awparly  eonatrveted,  pay  no  meaanrement  doty,  and  no  kumsba  or  prcaent ; 
tIatkWf  however,  are  pidd  tipM  gooda  exported  and  imported,  which  ecem  (o  diifer  a(  tbe  diflbraat 

I  iaUutd  of  Ilaiaaa.  Tbe  Chineaaindara 
iNmiisi 
lis  IDm 

I  erery where  to  be  exerriaed  by  tbe  Chineoelii  eradlng  tbe  duties.  One  [ 
iav«rT«aM  fliUowod  will  affbrd  agood  example  ofibia.  Tbecoaating  trade  orCbinoliMMljftM 

ttom  all  dntien  and  other  impoeta.  Tbe  merrnant  lakes  advanuge  of  this ;  and  intending  in  reality 
to  proceed  to  Siam  or  Cochin  China,  for  exaniplt*,  clears  a  junk  oat  Ibr  the  island  of  Hainan,  and  Ibtio 
•voids  the  [laymcni  of  duties.  When  abe  rtHurns  she  will  lie  four  or  Ore  days  off  and  on  at  tho 
Tnouth  of  the  port,  until  a  regular  bargain  be  made  with  tbccustom-botue  officers  for  the  nsluctiore 
of  duties  The  tlireat  bi-M  nut  in  such  cases  is  to  proreed  to  nnothir  port,  and  itnis  deprive  tho 
pubttt  oltlcerB  of  their  cunioniary  perqnisitee.  I  was  aswrnl  ol  iht-  frequency  ol  iIhh  j  r-*'H<  e  by 
l.Thine»e  merchnnls  oft  V>chiti  <  hmri.  inwci;  by  several  i-ommaiulers  of  junks  at  Sinjiii'orc  Front 
the  l»>it-nsined  pfnHini  I  had  ;iiiuth«-r  iMi  t  of  sutite  conseiiut-iirf ,  as  <  onnected  w:ih  ilif  t  h  rusf  trade, 
V17.  that  a  gocwl  many  of  ihi-  jiu.lv.i.  rarr)ni;^  on  irridc  wiMi  fori'i;^'!!  ports  lo  the  hi\v  irJ  oi  t^'bina, 
oHen  pro*-f  i."dp<l  on  royages  to  the  nortbwarxi  in  the  sarnp  sifisoti.  la  ihi?»  manner  tbe)  stated  ibac 
about  'iO  cunMidcr:ible  junks,  t)esidea  a  great  raan>  small  oorit,  proot  cded  annually  fhKn  Canton  to 
floucbone,  one  of  the  capitals  of  Kiaiinan.and  in  wc-alib  and  conmam  (be  rival  of  Canton,  when 
they  sold  about  900  ebeof a  'if  optom  at  an  advance  of  30  peroMl.  bayoMI  the  OaaiM  nrtcea.  AiMNlMr 
plaee  where  the  CaniM  Juka,  to  the  SMiber  of  AtrvoraiL  mdr  BMsidlT.iaCliiacliaw.isito 
pwitnce of siiaaiM, wHMw tbo Osif of  giwhily.  or T«llMrto,M< star Mrth m tkt m  JigiM 


•ftaUMda." 

A  CMiMaa  ahip  or  jonk  to  wMm  the  property  of  om  tatfrtlMt.  SoiMClmes  40.  50,  or  erra  lOS 
Afinoat  OMcelMBls  pwobaoo  a  tmooI,  and  divide  her  into  as  many  dilhrent  compartraenta  ae  there 
are  partnera;  aothat  eoeb  known  bis  own  particular  part  tu  the  ship,  which  he  is  at  libeny  to  fit  ttp 
and  secure  as  he  plea*es.  'ITip  bulkheads  by  tshirh  ihc^v  divimion^  are  formed  conmsl  of  stoot 
planks,  ao  well  rmlked  as  lo  t>e  coirrpletely  water-tight.  .V  ship  ihus  formwl  may  strike  on  a  rock, 
and  yet  sustain  no  serious  injnry  ;  a  leak  springing  in  one  div^ion  or  ihc  hold  will  not  be  attended 
With  any  dam-^ge  to  artleleo  placed  in  another  ;  and  from  her  drmnfss,  sbt;  is  qualified  to  »e«ist  a 
more  than  onli nary  shock.  A  considerable  loss  of  stowage  ia.  of  course,  sustained  ;  but  the  ChinsM 
oapena  (oovfall)  cootaln  a  eoooUerable  value  ia  amalt  bulk.  It  la  ool^  (he  very  iaxfeat  ctaea  of 
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afterward,  the  seitl«aient  was  canfirmed  to  the  British  gofefnuwiM,  hy 
aMMIkm  with  the  King  of  the  Netheriande,  aai  a matjr  wkk  ml$ 
Ifaleypraees  of  Johore,  to  whom  it  bcloafed.  The  original  iahrfi 
itaate  are  priocipaUy  Chinese,  Makys,  Stimatrans,  Bugts,  Javaneee, 
and  the  natives  of  Ooromaudel,  Malabar,  Bengal,  4lc  TheEuropcane 
are  not  yet  numerous,  probably  not  more  tlmn  three  thousand-  Wliea 
tiie^t  census  of  the  wliole  mixed  popuiaiioa  was  taken,  in  Jamury, 
1824,  it  did  not  amount  to  eleven  thonsaod;  bat  in  1690,  six  yeais 
•Aenmiad*  it  had  ioCTaaied  lo  neaiiy  eepeaiei  thiMeaaJ  i  aC  wimm 
abotit  one-thiid  irere  fimalee.  It  noar  probdily  aaumme  to  aereftqr 

For  tiie  short  period  it  has  been  in  exisienoe,  Singapore  is,  without 
an  exception,  the  mo?t  thriving  colony  wliich  tliu  British  liave  in  the 
Eatti  Iiuiies  ;  being  iulmirably  utuated  lior  ail  the  purposes  oi  urade  ; 
and  ia,  hi  (ket,  a  eentre  dep6t  Ibr  the  oommeree  of  the  ChlMe  and 
JaTaaeee  eeae.  The  moet  vahiabie  pwidaetieBt  are  btavfht  la  tliia 
place,  from  the  Pli  tlippiaes,  from  Boraeo,  8oolo0i  Java,  Suaibawa, 
Flore.*,  Telchps,  Gillo^o,  (Vrnni,  A rrof ,  ihc  M'c^f  part  of  Paptia,  and 
Heaiiy  aii  tlie  amali  isliiiivi:^  ni  the  viciaity  ol  ifio^c  itlre.uK'  mrntioned, 

AtnoD|(  the  valuable  articles  brought  lo  dm  luurki  t  arc  tortoise- 
ahelb,  peaila,  and  pearl-sheU,  ambergris,  jj^oM-dust,  edible  birds*  nests, 
biida  of  (Muradisa,  mberals,  iieA0w{#4Mr,iheO8,  pcpper^eoiae,  sugar* 
henpi  mdigo,  many  valuable  gums  and  drugs,  precious  woods,  dfce. ; 
all  of  wliich  are  readily  purcfaaaed  by  the  Britisli  merchants  who  have 
establishments  ai  iliis  place.  A  lucrative  tiade  ia  also  carri^  on  be- 
tween Singapore  and  Cochin  China,  Camboja,  Siarn,  Malaya,  antl 
Sumatra.  Witluu  tiie  l«u»t  ten  years,  thio  place  has  iucrea&ed  and 
flooriehed  beytod  all  calcalation.  An  Indian  village  of  forty  or  fifty 
hanboo  hale  faaa  given  piece  to  a  aphndid  weU-boilt  little  ciiy. 

The  .haiboor  of  Singapore  is  commodloae^  eafti,  and  easy  of  aie« 
cess ;  and  no  navigator  who  has  the  latest  edition  of  Captain  Hora- 
burgh's  East  Intlia  Dirertory  can  make  any  mistake  in  entering  it. 
This  is  a  hook  ol  mesumablr'  vnlur  lo  evcr\'  ship-mastrr  who  intends 
to  visit  any  port  in  the  Kaat  hidioy ;  and  no  one  should  be  without  it. 

Ita  aecucacy  may  be  depended  upon.  The  faariMnr  and  town  of  Sm- 
more  are  defended  by  a  atnmgibit,  well  ganiioned,  and  atandingin  n 
OMBtiful  aitttation. 

'  The  surface  of  this  island  is  beautifully  diversified  with  valleys,  plaina> 
mid  irregular  hills.  Its  southern  part  is  the  mo«f  elevated,  on  one  emi- 
nence oi  which  is  a  iiignal-house,  for  tiic  announcemeat  of  vessels  diat  aro 
coming  tlirough  any  of  the  neighboturing  straits.  It  is  well  tin^re<i, 
ud  the  tieee  are  geu^^y  of  a  very  laq^e  aiie.  On  tiie  aeudi  eidew 
In  the  vidni^  of  ttie  town,  is  a  levd,feiyle,weUealiivated|dain,froin 
fifteen  to  twenty  miles  in  length,  and  from  three  to  four  milee  in  breadth. 
This  whole  area  is  laid  out  in  gardens  and  plantations  ;  ititeraected  in 
nil  dircrtions  with  cxcellcTn  carriage-roads,  the  sides  of  which  are 
bordered  with  slinibs  of  various  kjnds,  and  trees  ot  perpetual  verdure* 
Here  the  English  merchants  have  ihetr  country  seats,  to  which  they 
xeiiM  tAer  bnwneea  hoori,  lo  enjoy  the  pare  tSt  and  the  truly  pan^ 
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disiaeni  Hcem-ry  which  sorroTinds  them.  Thoy  may  v.\\k  of  Italian  hkics, 
Mid  8iciiian  shrubben^  No  island  or  coabl  in  or  around  the  -Medi- 
terranean Sea  can  rival  Singapore  in  balubriiy  of  climate,  leriiJiiy 
of  soil,  or  beauty  of  sceaery.  Its  air  dtiliciouAly  balmy — iis 
ahnbbeiy  Imwil'  hmhh  wid  hemAy  hcra  revel  togetbcr— oatyrais 
diyted  m  fet'chinpig  b«t  siev«vMiaf  eburiBt,  an4  hur  mmy 
tre  ever  ultoaied  mm  the  fauiDao  eooaleiiBtice. 

From  the  dawn  of  day  until  sometime  after  sunrise,  the  most  spark- 
lins^  fable  of  Turkey,  Persi-^,  or  ail  tiie  Kasl  is  fully  realized  in  Singa- 
pore. Every  leal,  and  liuv.er,  and  spray,  and  blade  of  «fra.ss,  is 
geiumed  with  dewdropzi  oi  exLiauidiaary  cicarue&«  and  puniv  ;  which 
fi&fv  inihtted  to  mwik  of  the  vegetable  Snmme,  that  when  they 
.  begki  to  foMe  in  tho  IneiMawg  warmth  of  the  aolar  ray,  the  whole 
aimoapliero  la  fitted  vilh  the  most  delightfiil  perfitmes,  and  every 
pa^sin?  zephyr  scatters  gfraieful  odours  from  its  wing^s.  Tliib  is  the 
hour  for  hcallliful  rec-rciition.  The  roads  are  now  crowded  with 
carriages  and  equestrians  of  both  sexes,  while  the  fields  and  meadows, 
and  lawns,  and  hills,  and  valleyu  are  spiiitkicd  with  pedestrians, 
aooote  iu  groups,  others  ill  muBt  aod  mangr  in  contemplative  ac^iMde* 
When  the  eon  hee  atiaanea  a  aomewhat  higher  altitiide»  and  the  atra^* 
fflera  begin  to  feel  the  potency  of  his  beams,  they  all  repair  to  tlieir 
dwellings,  with  a  keenly  afaarpened  appetite  for  the  1u»mni8  break* 
fost  that  awaits  ihem. 

The  town  of  Singapore  is  aboiu  one  mile  and  a  lia'f  in  lenjjth,  and 
one  in  breadtlu  The  streets  are  regular,  and  are  buiii  alu  r  the  English 
style,  with  bcantiftil  side-walks.  The  houses  are  prmeipally  buUt  of 
freestone  ( th^  are  generally  two  stories  high,  finished  with  taatie  and 
neatneos,  and  all  painted  white,  wliich  gives  the  whole  a  very  fine  and 
imposing  appeoranee  from  the  oOing.  Therp  are  a  few  houses,  bow- 
ever,  which 'detract  miiuh  from  tlic  symmetry'  nnd  beauty  of  the  tmtt 
fnsrmhU.  I  allude  to  those  wliich  hcloni,'  to  llic  ( 'limcM-,  Malays, 
and  Hindoos;  merchants  who  adliere  to  ilic  cu>iom  of  ihcir  respcriive 
couniries,  or  follow  iheii'  own  lai>U',  whim,  or  caprice,  in  the  fashion 
of  their  dwellmgs. 

The  CSunese  are  herot  as  they  are  at  Manilla,  the  most  industrioini 
elass  of  tbs  whole  population ;  and  as  they  meet  witli  liberal  encottr- 
agement  from  ilie  British  rncrcliatus,  they  wi!l  doubtless  eontribute 
greatly  to  the  improvement  of  this  infant  Ijiit  tlourishin^.'  settlement. 
In  fact,  I  have  not  the  least  doubi  but  iu  less  than  half  a  <rentury 
Singapore,  as  a  commercial  city,  will  have  no  competitor  east  of  Java, 
leaTin^  the  Bay  of  Bengal  oot  of  the  question.  There  afo  two  good 
■irfceto  here,  wfaiefa  are  (»en  everjr  day,  at  all  boors,  and  are  well 
supplied  with  vegetables,  fruits,  gram*  fish,  pork,  and  green  tnnle ; 
the  latter  is  said  10  bo  the  eboopaat  Hiimal  food  that  can  be  ptocnred 

at  this  plaec. 

There  are  no  export  or  import  duties  levied  here ;  no  lax,  does,  or 
fees,  for  lightlioase,  liarixjiur,  or  anchorage.    A  register  is  kept,  how- 
ever, of  all  imports  md  exoorte.   Skip-OHuMers  are  required  in  wAm 
reports  to  the  mssiefHnieBnat,  and  ddivor  tlieir  invoices  lo  iheaipai 
iniendeni  of  imports  and  eipoita.  There  is  n  woeUy  M^ipip<r 
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pdblHM  iMM,  ealM  the  Singiipore  Chroaittk,  whidi  ooMnw  a 

price  current,  an  account  of  arrivals  and  departures  of  shipping,  and 
an  official  detail  of  all  the  exports  and  imports  of  the  preceding 
week.  The  langfiiage  of  commercial  intercourse,  where  any  of  the 
natives  of  tlie  Kast  are  conceme«l,  is  imiverMUy  Malay.  This  is  a 
simple  dialect,  easily  acquirad  wid^  MiMHit  •ecurecy  far  the  tmw- 
actloo  of  the  mdmuj  hwromi.  AU  jadnal  proeMdiBfi  an  teft 
ia  English. 

The  nhnd  of  Singapore  is  abundantly  supplied  with  aU  kinds  oC 
provisions,  vegetables,  and  fruits,  all  of  wliich  may  be  purchased  at  a 
Tcrj- low  rate.  Wood  and  water  are  easily  obtained  ;  and  fish  may  be 
caught  all  around  the  island  in  any  quantities,  of  great  variety,  and 
excellent  Quality.  All  these  advantages,  with  many  others  which  do 
Mt  ioMDMntely  oeew  to  my  auad,  fOMler  tbit  place,  whit  it  has 
often  been  ealM,  the  pmdwo  of  laJio  the  ho«e  of  plomr*  lad  th* 
abode  of  hodth.* 
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January  23d. — On  Sunday,  the  23d,  I  accompanied  a  small  party 
of  gentlemen,  one  of  whom  was  Doctor  Almador,  to  the  most  elevated 
part  of  the  island,  about  six  miles  to  the  west  of  the  town,  where 
we  went  for  the  purpottof  breathaiff  the  cool  air,  and  gazing  on  proe- 
peets  of  imriTalled  beauty  and  grandeur.  The  cxcmion  was  thought 
to  be  of  too  laborious  a  nature  for  the  participation  of  the  more  firagUe 
Kcx ;  for  though  poets  have  made  angels  of  them  all,  they  forgot  to 
add  one  very  important  appendage,  viz.  the  wings,  without  which 
ladies  could  hardly  attain  the  aerial  summit  to  which  we  were  bound. 
But  my  wife  was  a  herome,  and  with  her  friend  Miss  Almador,  insisted 
on  aeeenpanying  ve. 

TIm  read,  or  rather  pathway*  10  this  eminence  is  quite  narrow, 
being  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  feet  in  widtl),  and  must  have  been 
cut  with  almost  incredible  labour,  through  a  forest  of  gigantic  trees, 
the  umbrageous  foliage  of  which,  uniting  above,  screens  it  from  the 
fervid  rays  of  a  tropical  sun,  and  veils  it  in  a  cool,  pensive,  contem- 
platiTe  glooni.  The  birds  eanlled  tweedy  in  the  bvanefaes  abore  our 
headi.  We  were  weU  mennled;  and  though  eome  parts  of  Uiis 
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N.B.— Tn  conrorting  tbc  welghu  and  moneys 
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romanuc  avenue  arc  steep  and  rugged,  our  galiaflt  steeds  succeeded  ift 
scaling  the  little  precipices  with  comparatire  ease  and  safety.  After 
t  M^ing  aseent  of  more  than  two  honm,  we  at  length  reached  the 
summit,  when  a  prospect  suddenlj  Dpened  upon  our  enraptured  view 
which  amply  repaid  us  for  all  our  previous  labours.  It  was,  without  ex- 
rpption,  flif  most  extensive  and  most  bcaiitifnlly  rarieg-ated  that  I  had 
ever  seen  in  India.  No  painter  could  do  it  justice ;  it  must  be  seen  in  all 
the  living,  breathing,  moving  colours  of  nature,  to  be  duly  appreciated* 
No  pen  can  aeeurattly  deamie  it ;  and  yet  I  shall  attempt  to  give  the 
leaoer  eome  faint  idea  of  ita  onilfaiea. 

Standing  on  the  hi^est  point  or  pinnacle  of  the  island,  wiUi  nothing 
to  obstruct  the  vision  in  any  direction,  I  first  directed  my  r^ttention  to 
the  nor'ih.  There  lay  the  lovely  peninsula  of  Malaya,  basking  m 
the  lifr-giving  sunbeams,  wuh  us  Dorl-frjugcd  hills,  verdant  plains, 
and  luxuriant  valleys ;  agreeably  interspersed  with  stupendous  preci* 
pices,  gaping  chaaniBv  tari>«lent  fiNumng  catanets,  and  sflfery  caa- 
cades,  sparUing  in  the  light.  In  one  ^ace  waa  a  mountain  torrent^ 
tumbling  down  a  succession  of  adamantine  ridges,  foaming,  and  raging, 
and  fretting.  Vivnl  d  isliinpf  hrndlong  through  its  devious  course  down  to 
the  plains  below ;  in  anotlier  direction  flowed  a  glassy  river,  gently 
meandering  through  grassy  meads,  till  it  united  with  its  more  restive 
neighbonr  m  a  h£e  or  bay,  where  the  cijrstal  witeii  lay  at  mt,  r«- 
ifeelhig  the  inrerted  scenery  with  the  hoidfity  of  a  minor* 

The  eye  leaves  this  roiftantic  picture  with  reluctance,  and  turning  a 
Tittle  more  westwardly,  instinctively  falls  on  the  beautiful  plain  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill  on  which  we  were  standing.  Here  it  ranges  with 
delight  over  a  fertile  champaign,  diversified  with  thriving  plantations, 
gardens,  groves  of  cocoanut-trees,  betal,  areca,  and  various  other  trees 
and  afambbery,  until  it  reaehes  the  aeipentuie  atrait  that  aepaiatea  die 
idand  from  the  main;  a  pietnresqne  ehannel,  whh  a  placid  a^rfiicet 
finntly  reflecting  the  impCTfect  images  of  the  floating  clooda  above. 

On  dtrcrtin»  iho  view  to  the  south-east,  the  hnrbonr  of  Sins^apore,  with 
ii3  numerous  shipping,  lies  in  striking  relief  before  you.  Here  will  be 
seen  as  great  a  variety  and  as  great  a  contrast,  in  the  fashion  of  vessels, 
as  the  town  presents  m  ita  architecture.  Mtijcsiic  East  Indiamen,  Malay 
praaavGhinese  junkstcoontry  ships,  grabs, With  an  endlefs  tariety  of  amaU 
craft,  from  Sumatra,  Java, Borneo,  and  the  adjacent  talanda* are thtcMy 
scattered  over  the  bosom  of  the  bay.  Turning  to  the  south-west,  the 
roast  of  Sumatra  presents  an  extensive  plain  thickly  covered  with 
forests,  through  which  How  several  rivers,  which  arc  navigable  b}  the 
coimtiy  proa«  to  the  very  bases  of  tlie  mountam  where  they  take 
their  me.  k  lofty  ridge  of  these  elevations  runs  through  the  whole 
island,  from  north  to  amtth.  fn  ahnoet  erery  dhection  are  coasts, 
ctodded  with  small  idinda ;  while  to  the  **  far  west**  a  cloudless  Fky« 
nnd  an  unnilTled  sea,  spriiikled  with  vessels  of  various  descriptions, 
complete  a  cifculnr  prospect  of  unrivalled  beauty  and  nia|;nifleence* 
We  were  all  delighted — the  ladies  \\  ere  enraptured. 

At  five,  p.  M.,  we  once  more  mounted  our  horses,  and  began  to 
deaeend  to  the  world  belnw,  through  our  deeply  shaded  pathway,  which 
nt  this  hour  began  to  taaume  a  aomhfe  aolitvy  appearaoee.  A  solenu 
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stillness  prevailed,  which  was  only  inierrupied  by  tlic  sounds  of  our 
iiorses'  feet,  aiid  an  occasional  remark  (rom  some  one  of  ihe  party. 
AU,  howeT«r,  Memed  moitt  indinod  to  tUcnt  cottUwnpliiiion  than  Co 
sprightly  eonvertei  until  we  had  ivaebed  Udb  level  plain,  and  caogfaft  a 
iJimpte  of  tbfl  declining  sun,  then  abont  siakiDg  beyond  the  western 
waters.  Tlien  vre  all  found  a  nse  for  our  tongues.  The  doctor  led 
the        10  his  elegant  coimlry-seat,  •whirh  was  beautifully  situafpd  on 

pl;iiii  iliat  extended  to  ihc  waters  of  the  hdrbouri  about  a. mile  and  a 
hdil  lioui  the  town.  At  eigiit,  P.  M.,  we  reach^  the  doctor's  viUa, 
where  a  namber  of  ladiee  wete  waiting  our  retam  with  the  most  anx- 
ioni  suspense.  The  eveuiDg  of  ooune  passed  rerj  agreeably^  with 
the  exception  of  our  parting  regrets,  as  we  were  to  sail  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  and  \m\  a  long  adieu  to  Singtipore,  **a  garden  in  the  East,'*' 

January  2ith. — Having  lightened  the  Antarctic,  by  selling  a  pan 
of  her  cargo,  and  taking  loi  ioi^e-shell  iur  tlic  proceeds,  we  again  got 
under  way,  on  Monday,  the  24th,  at  three,  P.  M.,  and  sleeved  for  3ie 
StraitefRiOh  with  a  fine  breeiefiom  north-east,  and  iatf  JL 
lew  of  mat  particolar  finiends  aceonipanied  us  for  several  milei*  to 
enjov  the  pleasure  of  a  saif.  Among  ihcm  were  a  Mr.  Armstrong, 
an  Engliah  merchant  of  lUc  first  standing  at  JSiiiL;aj>oi(\  and  the  sons 
of  Dr.  Almador,  two  young  genlleiaoa  of  great  lucnt,  who  were  also 
engaged  m  mercantile  pursuits. 

At  finir,  P.  M.,  otir  Siofapote  finenda  took  their  letTe;  and  after 
wishing  us  a  pleasant  passage  to  our  beloved  native  country,  departed  Ibr 
tlieir  delightful  island.  We  couiinued  on  a  south-eastern  course,  until  7, 
i*.  >!.,  when  we  came  to  anchor  in  the  Strait  of  Rio,  ^viihin  half  a 
jnilo  of  its  eastern  shore,  in  seven  fathoms  of  w;iier,  sand  and  coral 
bottom.  At  four,  A.  M.,  we  again  got  under  way,  cleared  the  strait, 
and  steered  for  the  Btrailof  Gosper,  which  we  entered  at  eleven,  P.  3L 

Jmmry  ^dtkr^Ou  Wediiesday  the  36th,  at  four,  JL  M.,  we 
passed  through  the  Strait  of  Gosper,  and  found  ourselves  in  the 
Java  sea.  We  now  shaped  oiu:  course  for  the  Strait  of  SuuJh,  wliich 
separates  Sumatra  from  Java,  with  a  moderate  breoze  from  north- 
•north-east,  and  squally.  On  Friday,  the  28th,  wc  arrived  at  the  east 
entrance  of  the  strait;  and  it  beuig  iiearly  calm,  I  ordered  tJic  boat  to 
be  lowered  and  manned,  for  the  ourpose  oC  sending  U  on  shore  at 
North  Island.  Before  she  reached  the  shore,  however,  we  made  m 
signal  for  her  return,  as  we  perceived  by  onr  glasaes  some  very  sus- 
picious movements  ainong  the  natives,  who  appeared  to  be  lurking 
about  in  ambush. 

'  1  landed   at  tliis  place  for  water  several  limes,  \UikIe  1  was 


hostile  dlsposttton  among  the  natives,  until  on  this  occasion.  I  hav* 

since  learned,  however,  from  good  authority,  Uiat  nn  English  boat's 
erew  had  been  cut  off  at  the  same  place,  and  in  the  same  year.  I 

would  therefore  advise  ship-masters  not  to  touch  here  for  water,  as  it 
can  be  obtaineil  at  the  small  town  of  Tanger,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
strait,  at  very  short  nonce,  and  moderate  nrice ;  where  the  anchorage 
also  is  equally  good  and  safe  with  that  of  Worth  Island.  Besides  thw, 
ihe  sbip*s  boats  and  crew  will  be  nnder  the  proteetion  of  a  regular 
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govemmem,  as  Tangcr  is  gamsoaad  ^  Dutch  triops,  and  inhabited 
*   %ff  civilized  ntcives.  The  neeeaaary  direetioiia  for  touching  it  Taiifer 
point  win  be  ibniid  in  Horsburgh's  East  India  Directory. 

The  trcTichery  :^ni!  perfidy  of  the  Malay*;  having  become  proverbial,  it 
behooves  every  bhij)-uiaster,  when  in  any  of  their  ports,  to  be  constantly 
on  his  gnard,  and  iwt  to  go  oi\  shore,  except  in  casea  of  absolute 
necessity,  when  the  boals^  crew  should  be  well  armed,  and  he  himself 
fumiabed  with  a  braee  of  pistols  and  cutiaaa.  By  neglecting  these 
neeeesaiy  precautions,  many  valuable  lives  have  been  saeriiioed  among 
these  cowardly  piratical  wretches.  The  ships'  guns,  both  great  and 
small,  should  also  be  constantly  kept  in  perfect  order,  and  wtW  loaded. 
When  Malay  proas  are  alone^side  of  a  ship,  one-fourt)i  of  ihc  crew 
should  always  be  statioucd  in  the  tops,  on  each  of  which  at  least 
two  awivela  ahonld  be  voanledt  carrying  a  pound  and  a  half  ball, 
and  these  ahonld  be  keol  loaded  with  eaniatera  of  muskct-lMiHs  and 
bock-shot.  Each  top  should  also  be  {woTided  with  a  water-proof  em- 
chest,  well  stored  with  loaded  muskets  and  blunderbusses,  charged 
with  the  largest  size  buck-shot.  Each  man  in  the  tops  should  have  a 
boarding-pike  within  reach,  and  their  matches  should  be  kepi  con- 
stantly burning,  sheltered  from  the  weallier  by  water-light  maicii-tubii. 

Thus  equipped,  two  men  in  each  top  would  do  more  execution,  in 
case  of  an  attack  than  one  hundred  upon  deck ;  and  it  has  always 
astonished  me  that  ships  trading  in  those  seas  hare  not  been  furnished 
with  close  tops,  armed  and  cijuipped  in  the  manner  here  mentioned ; 
*  instead  of  loading  their  decks  witli  great  guns,  whicli  are  of  iiiiie  use 
when  attacked  by  these  Malays,  who  always  depend  upon  boarding. 
In  ceee  fhey  shoidd  obtain  possession  of  the  decks,  to  the  number  of. 
live  hondred  or  even  a  thonaand,  a  well  delivered  firo  fiom  the  lops 
would  clear  tliem  off,  like  chaff  before  a  tempest. 

For  a  description  of  the  character,  manner*;,  habits,  and  customs  of 
the  Malays  I  shall  reft  r  the  reader  to  tiie  journals  of  such  voyagers 
as  have  treated  on  iht -^c  buhjects  at  Urge;  particularly  that  of  Cap- 
tain li.  M.  Elmore,  m  the  East  India  Company's  service. 

Jmmaru  It^K-^ikk  Satnrday,  the  of  January,  at  deven,  A.  M*, 
"we  passea  Java  Head,  when  the  Antarctic  was  once  more  floating  on 
the  bosom  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  with  light  viiriable  winds  and  calms ; 
afterward  succeeded  by  great  falls  of  rain,  together  willi  ]io?ivv  thim- 
dcr  and  vi\  id  lightning.  Wc  continued  on  a  souili-wesi  course^  making 
the  best  ol  our  wuy  towards  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

FtWuwrtf  12fA.---0n  Saturday,  the  IM  of  Febroaiy,  bemg  in  lati* 
tode  tl**  19'  sooth,  long.  95^  AfT  east,  we  took  the  south-east  nrado- 
wind.    We  still  pursued  the  same  eoofse,  nsasing  in  sight  of  the  Islo 
of  Prance  and  the  island  of  MadagascBr»  lor  more  than  twenty  di^  * 
vith  variable  weather. 

March  Ath. — On  Friday,  the  4th  of  March,  at  four,  P.  M.,  being  in 
latitude  32°  15',  long.  34°  IT  east,  we  spoke  the  British  East  India 
ahip  Sesosirts,  Captain  Gates,  from  Canton,  boimd  to  London.  Capl. 
Oatea  very  politely  inquired  if  I  wished  any  sopplies  or  aaaaatanco 
of  any  kind,  assuring  me  it  would  be  a  pleasure  to  him  to  spare  me  a 
part  of  any  thing  his  ship  afforded.   I  made  a  suitable  acknowicdg- 
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mcftf,  declining  the  oSer  with  the  assurance  that  T  needed  nothing  but 
some  canvass  to  repair  my  sails,  which  were  very  much  out  of  order. 

•  V  This,  however,  was  the  only  article  oi"  which  he  liimself  was  short, 
» .  and  as  we  now  liad  a  fine  breeze  from  south-east,  and  fair  weather, 
'   -we  continued  on  our  passage  to  the  westward,  and  by  sujisei  the  Sesos- 

•  t    tris  was  Imll-Jown  astern. 

March  10///. — The  breeze  frcshcficd,  and  on  Thursday,  the  lOth  of 
'  March,  we  saw  the  Table  Mountain  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
^  bearing  ca«<(-nori'  •  int  ten  leagues.    Wc  now  shaped  our 

course  for  SalJaniia  li.iy,  v, ah  a  light  breeze  from  ilie  south-east,  and 

hazy. 

*  March  12//t. — On  Saturday,  the  12th,  we  came  to  anchor  in  the 
bay  just  mentioned,  in  fomr  fathoms  of  water,  muddy  bottom.  On  the 
following  morning,  at  daylight,  all  hands  were  employed  in  unbending 
the  sails,  and  taking  them  on  shore,  in  order  that  we  might  give  ihem 
a  thorough  repair ;  as  they  were  now  so  much  worn  that  they  would 
not  bear  lowering  down  or  hoisting  up  in  a  stiff  breeze  without  split- 
ting. We  handed  them  in  every  direction,  by  cutting  up  old  sails,  and 
middle  stitched  them  all  anew.  At  the  same  time  some  of  the  crew 
were  employed  in  cutting  wood,  while  others  were  filling  the  water- 
casks,  and  repairing  such  rigging  as  was  out  of  order. 

March  litk — On  Monda^  Uie  14th,*  at  two,  P.  M.  1  took  my  wife 
up  to  the  village,  or  resiiJC  *.  /  where  I  foimd  my  old  friends,  whom  I 
had  visited  on  the  prcviou-^  » re.  They  were  all  in  good  health,  and 
received  us  with  much  cordiairty  and  kindness.  It  was  now  seven 
weeks  since  we  left  Singapore,  and  it  was  pleasant  to  walk  again  on 

'  terra  firma.  Ou  the  following  day  the  Antarctic's  crew  were  supplied 
with  an  abundance  of  refreshments  of  all  kinds,  including  fresh  beef, 
pork,  mutton,  vegetables,  and  fruits. 

We  were  busily  employed  iu  putting  the  sails,  rigging,  and  vessel  in 
•       perfect  order,  until  Monday,  the  21st ;  during  which  lime  I  made  several 
excursions  into  the  country  ;  but  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  descrip- 
tions and  observations  recorded  in  my  previous  voyage. 

I  March  22(i. — On  Tuesday,  the  22d,  after  taking  leave  of  all  our  kind 
'  friends,  perhaps  for  the  last  lime,  we  got  under  way  at  six,  A.  M.,  and 
put  to  sea,  with  a  light  south-east  wind.  We  shaped  our  course  to  the 
north-west  for  sevenil  days,  with  light  variable  winds  and  almost  entire 
<{alms.  On  Monday,  llie  28lh,  we  look  the  regular  south-east  trade- 
wind,  but  very  light,  from  south-easl-by-east,  being  then  in  latitude  25^ 
*  10'  S.,  long.  13°  15'  E.    Thus  we  ran  out  the  month  of  March  and  a 

part  of  April,  still  steering  to  the  north  and  west. 
«  .  April  7th. — On  Thursday,  the  7ih  of  April,  at  nine,  P.  M.,  wc 
anchored  on  the  west  side  of  the  island  of  St.  Helena,  in  front  of  James's 
Valley,  in  ten  fathoms  of  water,  sandy  bottom.  On  the  following  day 
we  went  on  shore  and  visited  the  tomb  of  Bonaparte,  and  indulged  in 
^  the  usual  contemplations  over  ihe  earthly  remains  of  that  wonderful 
man.  The  spot  where  he  is  "  quicdy  inurned"  is  in  a  deep  valley, 
surrounded  by  a  small  iron  railing,  and  covered  witli  a  coars«  brown 
stone,  lying  about  eight  inches  above  the  level  of  the  ground,  without 
any  inscription  whatever  upon  it.    And  why  should  there  be  ?  Who 
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can  write  the  epitaph  of"  F^onapurto  !  of  him  wlio  claimed  the  attributes 
of  a  god,  setting  up  dad  putting  down  kings — destroying  national  and 
creating  empires ! 

Bonaparte**  sepulchre  is  oveihim£  or  shaded  by  three  weepinf* 
willows  of  tTeiy  large  size ;  and  a  tew  yaids  to  the  aontli  of  it  ia  a 
spring,  from  which  ha  always  took  his  waien  This  mterestiag  spot 
is  distant  from  Jamestown  about  two  miles  and  a  h  al  f,  and  is  approached 
by  an  excellent  road  connecting  the  two  places.  Wc  next  visited  the 
house  in  which  he  rcnidcd,  and  the  room  in  which  he  breathed  his 
last.  We  afterward  inspected  the  new  palace  which  was  erected  for 
him  by  the  British  go?ernmeni ;  but  of  winch  death  prevented  his  be*  t 
eonuBg  a  teaant. 

Is  most  of  mv  readers  will  expect  a  partieiitar  deseriptfcm  of  this 

celebrated  islana,  and  as  our  brief  stay  did  not  permit  me  to  make  many 
observations,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  inserting  some  extracts  from 
Purdy*s  New  Sailing  Director\' ;  a  very  valuable  work,  from  which  I 
have  already  derived  considerabU'  assistance  in  makinsr  out  the  sailing  ' 
directions  of  this  journal,  finding  them  to  agree  so  exactly  with  ray  own 
observations.  The  author  is  John  Purdy,  Esq.,  hydrosrapher  for  the 
admiralty  of  Great  Britain;  a  gentleman  to  whom  um  oommoreial 
world  is  mndi  indebted,  on  both  sides  the  Adantic. 

Ipresnme  every  one  knows  that  this  island  derived  its  name  from 
the  circumstance  of  its  bavin  '  -  'iscovered  on  St.  Helen's  day 
in  the  year  1502,  by  t!i^|g|ftt^|f^  ^1  Joao  da  Nova  Galego. 
••In  1613  it  became  ihe^^^^^i^^  t  Fernandez  Lopez,  a  Portu- 
guese nobleman,  on  rc  ^isiu  iu  diagiucc  aom  India;  who,  being  left 
here  with  a  few  servants  and  some  ttseM  animals,  assiduously  cultli 
vated  ita  resonrees.  In  a  few  yeara  he  waa  recalled  to  his  eoontry, 
and  imparted  the  advantages  of  St  Helena  to  the  East  India  trade.** 
Thomas  Cavendish,  in  his  famous  cruise  around  the  globe,  visited  the 
island  in  1588,  and  found,  as  he  has  said,  "divers  handsome  buildings 
and  houses ;  a  church,  tiled  and  whitened  very  fair ;  a  causey  made 
up  with  stones,  reaching  into  a  valley  by  the  seaside."  This  valley 
he  describes  as  the  fairest  and  largest  low  spot  in  all  the  island,  and 
Is  exceedingly  sweet  and  pleaaant,  and  planted  in  every  plaee  either 
with  trait  or  with  herbs.** 

In  pursuing  this  description  Cavendish  says,  "  There  ire  fig«trees 
which  bear  fruit  continually,  and  very  plentifully  ;  for  on  every  tree  you 
may  see  blossoms,  jjreen  figs,  and  ripe  figs,  all  alonce  ;  and  it  is  so  all 
the  year  long.  Tiure  is  also  a  great  store  of  lemon-trees,  orange-trees, 
pomcgrsnate-trees,  and  date-trees,  which  bear  fruit  as  the  fig-tre<^do,and 
are  planted  carefiilly  and  very  artificially,  with  pleasant  walkf  nndcr  and 
between  them.  In  every  void  place  is  planted  liaraley*  sorrel,  basil,  * 
fennel,  aniseed,  mustard-seed,  radishes,  and  many  very  good  herbs. 
The  fresh- water  brook  runneth  through  divers  places  of  this  orchard, 
and  may  be  made  to  water  any  tree  in  the  vaUev.'*  The  English  ship 
Bonaventure,  Captain  James  Lancaster,  was  here  in  1593,  and  re- 
mained about  three  weeks. 

It  sesms  that  more  than  one  hnodied  and  thirty  years  elapsed  fiM 
the  time  of  its  first  dlsoovery,  before  any  tttempts  were  maMto  cob- 
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nize  t)ie  island  of  St.  Helrn;i.  "  For  some  time  after  the  departure  of 
Lopez/'  says  Purdy,  "  the  island  does  not  a]>pear  to  have  Wen  regu- 
larly miiabited  ;  but  in  1640  llie  Dutch  atieuipted  to  establish  a  seide- 
mesX  here,  whkA  they  relinquished  in  1651  to  the  English  East  India 
Gompitny;  and  to  thn  company  the  entire  posseision  and  soveteignty 
of  the  island  were  granted  by  charter  of  ChariesILi  3d  of  April,  1661. 
At  the  close  of  1672  the  Dutch,  by  the  treachery  of  one  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, nL'i^in  ol^'Hitied  possession  ;  btit  it  was  soon  rrrRptiTrcd  by  three 
^  of  the  king's  ships,  under  the  coiumand  of  Ciiptain  iiiciiard  iMwnden. 
The  island  thus  relapsed,  by  consent,  to  the  crown,  but  was  regranted 
^  by  the  king  to  the  EastlnAa  Compaq,  in  whom  the  property  and 
aovereignty  have  suice  been  vested.  The  second  charier,  datei  the 
16th  of  December,  1673,  constitutes  the  governor  and  eompmyihe 
.  true  and  absolute  lords  and  proprietors  of  the  island,  with  full  legisla- 
tive power,  but,  a«  near  as  may  be,  nirreeably  to  the  laws  of  England, 

•  and  reserving  also  the  faith  and  allegiance  of  subjects  to  the  crown, 
and  the  rights  of  the  natives,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  they  had 
bm  abiding  and  bom  wilhih  the  realm.*  Such  ia  the  brief,  but  I 
belim  autfaentie,  history  wfaick  BCr.  Purdy  girea  of  this  celebrated 
islaoL 

As  ^respects  descripfion,  dM  writers  agree  that  when  first  descried* 
from  almost  anv  poirn  of  ?he  ^mpass,  St.  Helena  appears  like  one 
vast  rock  or  castle,  siirruunflri  i  ~''^^^.|>cean  ;  the  coasts  being  gene- 
rally high,  rugged,  and  prec  iduj  ^  Xhjfr  advancing."  says  Purdy, 
••the  prospect  gradually  iraprovS'l^iIierafcntains  appear  in  varied 
hues,  and  then  assnme  the  veraant  tint  which  disnnguiahes  their  aummits. 
The  rocky  coasts  will  now  present  a  striking  contrast  to  the  grem 
hills  and  valleys  of  the  interior.  The  town  will  next  be  seen,  seated 
in  a  narrow  valley  between  the  mountains,  with  the  batteries,  the  rbiirrh, 
find  the  white  houses,  interspersed  with  trees ;  constitutiogy  altogether, 
a  picturesque  and  aiiimaiing  scene* 

In  speaking  oi'  |he  mountainous  parts  of  this  adamantine  island,  he 
says,  *•  An  elevated  cham  or  tidge,  extending  nearly  east  and  westt 
divides  the  island  into  two  unequal  parts ;  uumerous  ndges  and  valleys 
branch  from  it  in  varioQa  directions.  Diana's  Peak,  the  summit  of  the 
chain  towarfls  the  east,  is  the  highest  poinl  of  St.  Helena.  This  peak 
commands  a  oiaL  fiitircnt  prospect  of  all  the  island  with  its  ridges  and 
hoUows  to  the  sea,  us  mouiuaius,  houses,  and  phiin.itions  ;  and  within 
the  area  of  its  horizon,  the  approaching  and  departing  shipping,  to  the 
diatanee  of  nearly  sixty  miles,  if  the  weather  be  dear.** 

There  are  onJy  two  secure  landing-places  at  this  island ;  one  of 
which  is  at  Kupert^Si  and  the  other  at  James's  or  Chapel  Valley.  In 

*  the  former  valley,  near  the  sea,  is  a  Strong  fort  or  battery,  well  mounted 
with  heavy  cannon;  but  there  are  no  inhabitants  near  it,  on  account 
of  Uie  valley  being  destitute  of  fresh  water.  "  In  the  entrance  ol  J  ames's 
Valley  stands  Jamestown,  which  is  defended  by  a  very  fine  line  of 
tfairqr<twe  ponnden^  ahd  flanked  by  a  high  inaceesaible  battery  upon 
the  rocks,  called  Munden^s,  dose  under  which  all  ships  must  paaa  to 
come  to  an  anchor  before  the  town.  The  principal  street  consists  of 
neat  and  well  conatnicted  houses,  and  divides  into  two  others ;  one  on 
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etst,  leading  to  the  country  in  that  direction,  and  the  other  to  the 

upper  part  of  the  vallpy,  where  the  barracks,  the  new  garden,  and  the 
hospiia)  situ  itf  (1.  In  the  western  street  are  a  numher  of  6lu)ps, 
stored  wiih  Eurupeau  and  India  goods;  but  the  houses  here  are  very 
inferior  to  those  in  the  lower  street,  where  the  principal  inhabitants 
Mde. 

'■The  waler  that  supplies  the  garrison  and  Aipping  la  oonveved  hf 
leadoi  pipes  from  a  spring  in  the  valley,  distant  more  than  a  mue  from 
the  sea.  These  pipes  lead  the  water  to  the  jelly,  where  there  are  two 
cranes  for  the  use  of  boats,  in  loading  with  goods  or  waier-eatks*  Of 
for  receiving  stores  from  tlie  shipping. 

On  the  right,  or  western  side,  the  valley  is  entered  from  the 
inlerior,  by  the  steep  promontory  called  Ladder  Hill ;  the  ligzag  roed 
upon  which,  nine  feet  in  breadth,  has  a  wall  on  the  side  next  the  precis 
piee«  and  is  very  easy  of  ascent.  On  the  left  of  the  TsUey  the  car- 
rhop-road,  rr\llpf!  sidf  path,  is  the  avonne  to  the  interior  of  the  island 
eastward.  This  road,  which  has  bcLri  made  with  g^reat  labour  and 
difficulty,  e<>cs  with  an  easy  ascent  irdnsversciy  to  the  level  above, 
whence  ilie  prospect  is  striking  and  delightful :  from  a  steril,  brown 
and  barren  rock  you  view  the  ndost  lively  Tenkve;  beaatifld  lawne, 
with  sheep  and  cattle  feedmg  in  difierent  places,  and  interspeteed  with 
araall  booaes,  whteb  have  generally  a  large  enclosure  laid  into  gardens. 
This  view  is  terminated  by  a  prospect  of  the  sea;  or  bv  hitrh  rocks, 
apparently  heaped  one  upon  another  to  a  stupendous  heisht.  The 
plain,  called  Long  wood,  towards  the  eastern  side  of  the  iNlainJ,  con- 
tains the  greatest  quantity  of  level  gruuud.  A  considerable  space  ou 
it  ia  planted  with  treea.  This  plain,  one  thousand  aeyen  hundred  and 
aizty«cwo  feet  high,  forms  another  point  of  view.  The  aeeoery  is  here 
enlivened  by  a  amall  winding  stream,  which,  falling  from  the  heights  into 
the  valley,  makes  a  delightful  raseadCf  Upon  the  edges  of  the  straaoi 
watercresses  are  often  plentifu!. 

"A  rich  mould,  from  six  to  twelve  inches  deep,  forms,  over  Uie  rock, 
the  general  soil  of  the  country,  and  nourishes  a  great  variety  of  plants. 
Hie  defts  and  inequalities  produce  trees  of  various  species ;  and 
among  these  the  tallow-tree  is  said  to  be  indigenooi.  Several  of  the 
latter  grow  on  the  hills,  and  there  is  a  copse  of  them  attfae  south-west 
part  of  the  islan<l  The  lands  are  devoted  chiefly  to  pasturage,  and 
the  gardens  to  ruHruiry  roots  and  vegetables.  Utility  takes  precedence 
of  taste ;  and  although  the  sugar-eane,  cotton-tree,  indigo.  A;c.,  with 
the  most  beautiful  plants,  have  been  introduced,  the  great  purpose  of 
rearing  eatde  and  usefhl  herbs  has  always  been  primarily  and  eloadv 
regarded.  The  country  was  found,  in  the  first  instance,  covered  with 
wood.  Ita  peculiar  productions  have  since  given  place  to  more  useful 
ones.  The  wire  ^ra"^  nf  Indir^,  samphire,  and  a  wild  celery  abounded 
here;  the  wire-f^russ  is  now  iound  principally  in  low  iaiulM  :  the  Entr- 
lish  vernal  j^ass  u\K)n  the  heights.  The  English  oak  iins  hLso  ap- 
peared ;  it  grows  remarkably  quick,  buL  has  never  attauted  perfection. 

<*  Figs,  oranees,  and  pinea  are  found  hi  the  valley  by  the  ahore^  and 
but  few  Bn^ish  fruiia  have  fofled.  The  apple-treea  are  veij  abwdant. 
In  a  vaUejr  near  the  aooth^eaat  part  of  the  iaiand»  having  a  ran  of  water 
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through  it,  which  issues  from  the  eastern  side  of  Diana's  Peak,  there 
is  an  orchard  of  apple-trees,  which  flourishes  in  a  remarkable  manner, 
the  bimnches  being  loaded  to  the  ground  with  fruit;  while,  on  the  same 
tree,  the  blossom  is  seen,  and  the  apple  in  all  its  difi^ent  stages,  from 
its  first  formation  until  it  is  ripe,  and  falling  to  the  ground.  The  soil 
of  this  orchard  is  a  deep  Mu-k  loam.  On  one  side  of  the  valley  it  is 
ten  or  twelve  feet  deep,  sloping  down  with  a  considerable  declivity  ; 
and  might  be  rendered  very  valuable  if  properly  cultivated.  The  tropi- 
cal ihiits  ripen  best  in  the  vaJleys  nesir  the  sea ;  peaches,  guavas, 
grapes,  and  fgs,  in  diflerent  parts  of  the  island.  The  hopes  of  the 
nrmer  have  been  frequently  disappointed  in  Uie  cnltivation  of  grain  ; 
sometimes  from dioaght--<nt  others  from  the  depredatioiia  of  rats,  which 
have  at  timos  been  so  numerous  as  to  destroy  entire  crops.  PotatoeSy 
yams,  cabbages,  pease,  beans,  <fec.  are  generally  plentiful. 

'*  Cattle  of  English  origin  are  reared  for  the  use  of  the  company's  sliips, 
and  supplied  to  tlicm  very  sparingly  wlieu  a  lleet  arrives  ;  the  quantity 
leared  not  being  adequate  to  the  demand.  The  sheep  and  beasts  are 
in  no  respect  degenerated  by  change  of  climate.  In  some  situattona 
rabluts  aboun^;  pheasants  and  partridges  are  numerous,  and  the  gar* 
dens  r\re  enlivened  by  the  notes  of  the  Canary-bird.  Fish,  to  ihe  ex- 
tent ol  seventy  species,  have  been  found  on  the  coiu>l",  among  these 
inar-kerel  are  peculiarly  abundant.  The  shellfish  include  turtle,  oysters, 
and  i^vo  species  of  lobster.  Sea-fowl  deposiie  immense  quantities  of 
e^gs  around  the  tsland,  which  are  collected  in  the  fall  of  the  year*  and 
constitute  an  agreeable  article  of  food. 

Of  the  climate  under  which  snch  products  are  found  but  little  need 
be  said.  The  thermometer  is  seldom  higher  than  eighty,  and  the 
•  summer  not  so  hot  as  in  England.  The  winter  is  also  milder,  com- 
monly ranging  between  filiy-tive  and  fifty- six  degrees  ;  a  tein}»eraiure  in 
which  the  vegetation  of  leaves  proceeds  with  more  equality  perhaps 
than  any  other.  Thimder  is  seldom  heard ;  but  with  a  sultry  atmo- 
sphere, lightning  is  not  unfrequently  seen.  There  hxwe  been  seasone 
of  drou^t  wherein  Uie  cattle  have  perished  from  want  of  watery  bus 
in  general,  rain  is  experienced  in  all  seasons,  particularly  in  July, 
August,  and  September,  or  the  summer  months  of  the  northern  hemi- 
sphere. Sir  Joseph  Banks  has  said  that  '  ever)'  month  has  its  share  ; 
there  are  more  rainy  days  in  February,  iiow  over,  than  in  any  other 
period ;  and  cloudy  days  throughout  the  year  exceed  in  number,  almost 
two  to  one,  those  in  which  the  rays  of  the  sun  fall  upon  the  earth 
Hithout  interruption,  and  scorch  the  vegetation.* 

**  On  the  hills  and  high  grounds  the  air  is  generally  cool  and  agree* 
able;  fog-clouds  frrqucntlv  cover  the  ppak»^  ;  or,  being  driven  from  the 
sea  by  the  wind,  strike  af.'ainst  them,  producmg  gentle  showers,  which 
quicken  the  vegetation,  and  cui>i  liic  atmosphere  on  the  iteights.  Hence 
the  luxiuriance  of  the  pastures  increases  in  proportion  to  the  distance 
and  height  ftom  the  sea ;  and  upon  the  summits  of  the  hills  the  exen 
may  be  aeen  up  to  their  knees  in  grass. 

During  the  time  a  ship  or  fleet  remains  in  the  roads,  the  passan* 
gers  are  entertained  as  boarders  at  private  houses,  hut  at  a  ver\'  pen- 
sive rate :  for  which  a  good  table  with  wines,  and  comfortable  lodgmga» 
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are  generaUy  provided.  The  arrival  of  a  fleet  brings  all  the  people  of 
the  town  from  their  country  avocations ;  this  being  the  season  of  ttaffie. 
Of  a  large  fleet,  the  orews  and  passengers  may  nearly  equal  in  number 
the  populatioa  of  the  island. 

"  Upwanls  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  ships  annually,  upon  an  average, 
comr^  to  an  ailclior  hrre  ;  w  liicfuof  course,  prodtires  prcat  fluctuations 
ill  tlie  prices  of  provisions  :  and  there  is  soinctinu  s  a  tciuporarj'  scur- 
city.  The  sahcd  meat  ol"  Eiiiilaml  ami  tlu:  nee  of  licngal  supply  the 
dcdciency.  These  articles  being  clieaper  than  fresh  provisions,  con- 
stitute the  principal  food  of  the  garrison  and  inhabitants.  Salted  meat 
is  issued  from  the  company*s  stores  under  prime  eost,  and  other  artidet 
at  oidy  ten  per  cent,  advance,  including  frcighu  Beef  is  sold  at  6|ii 
per  pound,  alive,  having  been  raised  to  that  price  since  1808 ;  and,  as 
it  is  principally  destined  for  the  king's  or  the  company's  shipping,  no 
persofi  may  ktU  even  his  own  ox  without  permission  of  the  ernor. 

**  The  population,  exclusive  of  the  govurnnieul  eslabUsiiiueui,  civil 
and  military,  is  about  two  thousand,  of  whom  about  twelve  hundred  are 
slaves,  and  three  hundred  free  blacks.  No  stranger  is  permitted  to 
remain  on  the  island  without  the  special  consent  of  the  *  lords  pro- 
prietors,* the  East  India  Company.'* 

In  approafhinjr  thi*  i^l  uid,  all  ships  must  double  round  the  north 
poir.'.  ;'.nd  bring-to  wlu  ii  t!iey  are  to  wuidward  of  ilu;  caslle.  Thev 
must  tiu  n  send  a  boat  on  shore,  with  an  officer,  to  report  their  njimii 
and  business  at  the  caslle,  and  obiam  permission  of  ilie  governor  to 
anchor  there.  Without  conforming  to  these  rules,  all  the  batteriee 
would  open  their  fire  upon  the  stranger  as  she  approached ;  and  it 
would  be  very  difficult  even  for  a  large  fleet  of  men-of-war  lo  force  a 
passage  to  the  anchora;^'e.  As  Jamestown  is  situated  in  the  most  lee- 
ward and  low  part  of  iho  island,  '-hips  in  coming  in  nre  obliged  lo 
keep  close  undi  r  the  land,  hy  which  means  their  decks  are  entirely 
exposed  to  the  batteries  above.  Another  disadvantage  to  which  a 
ho:>iile  ship  or  squadron  would  be  exposed,  is  dial  of  eddy  wuid;^, 

calms,  and  violent  gusts,  which  often  lay  them  almost  on  their  broad- 
sides ;  so  that  the  natural  strength  of  St.  Helena,  withou  referenee  to 
artiiicial  defences,  is  almost  sufficient  to  protect  her  against  quite  a 

formidable  enemy. 

"A  ship  bound  to  tliis  i«?]and  must  run  down  along  the  north  side  of 
it,  within  a  cable's  Icnu'tli  of  Suijarloar  ?**»ini,  and  after^var(!  keep  the 
shore  clo^e  on  bo^rd,  and  ltkewt»e  wuimi  a  cable's  length;  tlier«isuo 
danger,  as  it  is  bold  and  steep-to.  On  the  west  part  of  Sngarioaf 
Point  stands  a  small  fort,  and  a  little  to  the  soothwsrdof  it  is  Hupert*a 
Valley.  The  next  point  to  the  southward  of  the  valley  is  Mundea 
Point,  which,  like  the  rest,  must  he  kept  close  on  board.  You  tbOB 
come  to  JauK  s's  Valley,  o!!*  w  fiich  is  ihe  place  of  anchoHn?. 

*'  You  may  aticlior  ni  Iroin  p\fjhl  lo  lilu  <'n  ftifhoms  :  the  fla«;-?«tatf 
at  the  fori  bearing  from  souUi-bout!i-e ast  to  buuUi-caht-by-souih ; 
Sugarloaf  Point  uorih-casi-by-cast ;  and  Horse-pasture  Point  south- 
by*westphalf*west,  dbtant  off-shore  about  half  a  mile.  With  thett 
bearinj^  you  have  a  good  and  convenient  berth  for  waierii^.— 
This  bank  runs  out  to  the  M'estward,  off"  the  fott,  about  a  nils  and  a 
bal^  and  deepens  gradually,  from  seven  fathoms  near  the  ahore  to 
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thirty  and  thirty^five  for  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter,  when  it  deepens 
suddenly  to  sixty  fathoms,  and  then  no  sounflin?s.  The  bottom  in  the 
road  Ls  coarse  sand  and  gravel.  You  will  iind  no  soundlngb  uiUil 
you  come  abreast  of  Rupert^s  Valley,  where  ihere  are  fiom  eighteea 
to  tweslY  laihooM*  One  wateiing-plaee  is  just  widuntt  Janiee**  Fort» 
where  thoe  is  a  crane  for  striking  the  casks  into  the  boats.  The 
other  iH  at  Lemon  Valley,  where  there  is  the  best  water*  and  70a  maj 
fill  the  casks  in  your  boats  with  a  hose.** 

April  9th. — On  Saturday,  the  9fh  of  April,  at  ten,  P  M.,  we  got 
under  way,  and  steered  to  the  uortii,  witii  a  tine  breeze  Irom  the  souiii- 
east  and  fair  weather,  which  eontinoedaboat  tea  days. 

AprU  l9fil.^We  crossed  the  equator  on  Tuesday,  Uie  19lib,inlong, 
20°  15'  west.  We  now  had  almost  continual  calms,  with  occasional 
light  baffling  winds,  for  more  than  three  we^s,  during  which  time  we 
made  only  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  to  the  north. 

Maif  On  Friday,  the  13th  of  May,  we  took  the  nonh-cast 

trade-wiuds  in  lat.  13^  0'  N.,  long.  23**  0'  W.,  and  continued  stand- 
ing to  the  north,  until  we  arrived  at  the  island  of  Tercera,  one  oi  ihu 
Axores,  lying  in  lat.      39'      long.  27**  12'  W. 

Jun$  1st, — On  Wednesday,  the  I  m  •  >r  Jmie,  at  six,  P.  M.,  we  toaehed 
at  the  port  of  Angra,  the  capital  of  Tercera.  This  is  a  bishop's  aee, 
and  tlip  residrnce  of  the  governor  of  the  Azores.  The  town  is  well 
buih,  ;iiid  presents  a  favourable  appearance  to  the  eye  of  a  stranger. 
It  contains  five  parishes,  and  has  an  elegant  cathedral,  several  churches, 
four  monasteries,  and  as  many  nunneries.  The  word  angra  signifies 
a  small  bay,  or  creek,  or  station  for  vessels ;  thb  harbour  being  ihe 
only  convenient  one  in  all  the  Azores.  It  is  defended  by  a  strong 
eastle  and  deep  ditch.  King  Alphonso  YI.  was  imprisoned  in  this 
castle  by  his  brother  Peter  11.  in  1668.  The  Americans,  English, 
French,  and  Dutch  have  consuls  residin«^  herr.  The  populnrinn  of 
Angra  is  ahout  iifteen  thousand,  while  that  of  the  whole  island  is  esti- 
mated at  double  that  amouiit. 

The  island  of  Tereera,  or  Tereeua,  as  it  is  often  spelled,  is  supposed 
to  have  derived  tta  name  firom  ita  local  aitnationt  being  the  third  in 
.  counting  the  whole  gronp  |  thongh  it  ou^t  to  rank  aa  number  one  ia 
point  of  dignity  and  importance,  nnpenrs  from  a  nnm^^er  of  circum- 
stances, such  as  its  being  the  scat  ol  government,  ami  the  foi  us  of 
business,  and  because  the  wliole  cluster  h  sometimes  called  liie  T^rr- 
ceras.  This  island  is  nearly  circular,  and  more  than  iii'ty  miles  ia 
oireuBiferenoe  i  it  being  twenty-five  milea  in  length,  while  its  medium 
breadth  is  about  fifteen.  Th^  shores  all  around  it  are  high,steep,  rocky, 
and  craggy  (  so  much  so  that  it  is  considered  to  be  impregnable,  as  every 
accessible  part  on  the  coast  is  defended  by  a  strong  fort,  mounted  witk 
heavv  rannon,  and  well  garrisoned  with  acompeten*  THiniber  of  soldiers. 
The  soil  is  rir  li  and  productive,  and  the  flimtitc  |)!i  ;isani  and  healthy  ; 
the  ver)'rocks,  which  elsewhere  are  dry  and  barren,  are  here  covered  with 
vines  producing  exeellent  grapes,  though  not  equal  to  those  of  the  Cana^ 
ties  aM  M sdeifa.  Lemons,  oranges,  and  other  tropical  iruila  grow  hmrm 
abundamly,  as  do  also  the  fruits  of  colder  climates.*  The  land  jrieldn 
ivg*  crop*  of  wbeat  and  other  grain*  together  with  excellent  paaturag« 
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for  catile.  Iksldes  Angr  ^  Uiere  m  serenl  other  towna  aocl  large 
Tillages  on  UuB  Miami ;  butao  harbour  that  is  even  tolerable,  excepting 
that  of  Angra.  The  forte  and  gHr'risuns  are  under  the  direction  of  the 
governor,  who  has  the  power  of  filling  all  the  vacanciee  that  bappeii 

among  the  military  officers. 

The  Azores  (Hawk  Islands),  or  Western  Isles,  are  a  proiip  or 
cluster  of  islands,  lyinj^  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  Ailantic  Ocean, 
westward  of  Portugal,  to  whicli  kingdom  lliey  belong.  They  are 
about  nine  hundred  miles  west  of  Cape  Vincent,  and  about  the  aame 
distance  south-east  of  Newfoundland,  so  that  they  are  dmost  at  an 
«qual  distance  from  Europe,  Africa,  and  North  America.  The  centre 
of  the  group  is  in  the  same  latitiule  as  tlie  Capes  of  the  Delaware,  from 
which  they  are  six  hundred  leajriics  cast.  Tliey  are  seen  from  a  great 
distance  at  sea,  on  account  of  h  high  mountaiii  called  the  peak,  orpico^ 
rising  from  aa  iblaud  oi  ihc  ^aiae  name.  Tiiese  islands  are  nine  iu 
number,  and  are  known  by  the  following  names :  Tercera,  St.  Michad, 
Santa  Maria,  Gratioea,  St.  George,  Fayal*  Pico,  Flores,  and  Gorvo. 
The  two  last  are  very  amall,  and  lie  at  a  eonsiderable  distance  iroa 
the  rest. 

The  PorttioTiese  claim  the  discovery  of  the  w^hole  group,  though 
they  cannot  tell  by  what  navjtfator,  nor  at  what  precise  period  they 
were  fjrsi  seen.  The  I  ieminga  maintain  tiiai  Uiey  were  first  discovered 
by  one  of  their  couiurymen,  Joshua  Yanderberg,  a  merchant  of  Uruges ; 
who»  when  on  a  voyage  to  Lisbon,  in  1439,  was  driven  from  his  eoorao 
in  a  violent  storm,  and  fell  in  with  this  group,  which  he  called  The 
Flamingaa,**  or  Flemish  Islands.  This  was  Mty4kne  years  belbm 
Columbus  sailed  on  his  first  voyage. 

On  arrival  at  Lisbon,  Vandcrbfrj]!:  communicated  the  discovery 
to  some  ol  liis  Iriends,  .ind  gave  such  a  f  ivoiirahli;  account  of  his  ad- 
venture as  uiducuU  liie  Portuguese, whu  wvm  ihcu  liic  most  euterpris- 
ing  nation  in  Europe,  to  attempt  a  further  discovery.  They  accordingly 
explored  the  whole  cluster,  in  1444 ;  and  Don  Henry,  Prmce  of  Portn- 
gal*  was  so  pleased  with  the  acquisition,  that  he  went  in  person  to  take 
possession  of  thcni  in  1449.  In  1466  Alphonso  V.  gave  them  to  his 
sister,  the  Duchess  of  Burgundy,  when  some  of  them  were  colonized 
by  (icrnians  and  Flcniinif?,  who  always  acknowlcds^cd  the  authority 
of  Poriugdl.  They  were  called  The  Azores,"  from  the  immeoftc 
number  of  hawks  found  among  them. 

These  islands  are  evidently  of  volcamc  origin,  and  th^  have  fro- 

Sently  suffered  severely  from  earthquakes  and  eruptions,  uk  Kirehei's 
unduM  SubterroMmts,  lib.  iii.,  we  are  infornu  d  tliat  ^In  1588,  fre> 
quent  earthquakes  were  felt  for  nearly  eight  days,  which  were  to  vio- 
lent as  to  compel  the  inhabitajits  to  forsake  their  houses,  and  lie  night 
and  day  in  the  op*»n  lirMs.  On  the  2(kh  of  June,  a  fire  hur.ff  thrnutrh 
the  surjaci  uj  t/u:  *r.<i,  jlamuig  to  ihi  cluudsf  vuaiiliug  prodigious  quan- 
tities of  sand,  earth,  stones,  and  minerals ;  and  raging  with  such  fury 
that,  had  not  the  wind  blown  firom  the  land*  the  whue  of  the  netrii- 
bouring  islands  would  have  been  destroyed.  This  was  Iblhiwed  oy 
tfie  emersion  of  a  group  of  rocks,  which  at  first  filled  a  space  of  only 
ive  or  six  acres,  but  which  soon  extended  to  as  many  nnlei.  AnoilMf 
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shock  of  an  earthqllal^e  broke  them  in  pieces,  and  then  united  them  in 
a  solid  mass,  which  now  forms  one  pf  the  small  isJiaads  that  he  on  the 
north-west  of  ilie  Azores." 

In  the  thirty-second  volume  of  Philosaphical  TrantaUums^  wo 
■re  informed,  tlwt  **•  In  1720,  another  island,  amid  fire  and  emoke,  wliid& 
roared  like  thunder,  appeared  between  St.  MichaePs  and  Tercera,  on 
the  night  of  the  20th  of  November.  The  bursting  out  of  the  flamas 
was  attended  hy  f^-irtljqiiake,  which  shattered  many  of  the  houses  in 
Tercera ;  and,  lor  tnany  leagues  round  the  island,  astonishing  quanti- 
ties of  pumice-sione  and  half-broiled fisk,  were  found  fioaung  on  the 
sea."  It  appears,  however,  that  this  island  has  since  disappeared. 
Another  t«rrlble  earthquake  occurred  on  the  9th  of  Joljr,  1707,  wUeb 
ehook  the  whole  group  of  islands  to  their  very  foundations,  and  pro- 
dueed  a  new  progeny  of  eighteen  small  islands,  a  shoit  distance  from 
the  north  coast  of.  Su  George's ;  which  also  disappeared  in  a  few 
months. 

The  seventh  voiurae  of  the  Christian  Observer  contains  ;i  p;\rtirular 
account  of  a  new  volcano  which  made  its  appearance  m  ilie  island  of 
St  G^rge,  on  the  Ist  of  May,  1808.  ^  The  fire  burst  out  in  a  ditch 
in  the  midat  of  fertUe  pastures,  three  leagues  eouth-east  of  Vellas,  and 
immediately  formed  a  crater,  in  sise  about  twenty-four  acres.  It  raged 
with  preat  fur\^  for  two  d;\ys,  and  the  cinders  which  it  threw  up,  being 
propelled  by  a  strong  north-east  wind,  covered  the  ground  from  one  to 
four  feet  in  depth,  for  half  a  league  in  hrendth,  and  three  leagues  in 
length  j  and  then  passing  a  channel  about  6ve  leagues  wide,  were 
driven  upon  the  east  point  of  Pieo.  The  fire  had  neaily  snbaided  oft 
the  evening  of  the  3d,  when  a  amaller  crater  opened^  a  league  nearer 
Vellas.  Iia  mouth  was  only  about  fifty  yards  in  cireumference.  The  fira 
aeemed  struggling  for  vent,  and  the  force  with  which  a  pale  blue  flame 
issued  forth  resembled  a  powerful  steam-engine  multiplied  a  hundred- 
^d.  The  whole  island  was  convulNpd  :  earthquakes  were  frcqiu  ut, 
and  horrid  beiiowings  were  occasiuuail^^  heard  iruui  the  bowels  of  the 
earth! 

''This  was  foilowed  by  twelve  or  fifteen  ainaU  vcrfeanoes,  wfaieli 
broke  out  in  the  neighbouring  field  ;  but  they  all  subsided  on  the  1 1th, 
when  the  large  volcano,  which  had  lain  dormant  for  nine  days,  burst 
forth  with  more  tremendous  force,  and  continued  to  rage  until  the  5th 
of  Jimr,  when  it  began  to  fail,  and  a  few  days  after  it  entirely  ceased.* 
Itb  horrid  belchings  were  distinctly  heard  at  twelve  leagues'  distance, 
and  the  immense  quantity  of  lava  which  it  vomited  overwhelmed  in  its 
eourae  farms,  eattle,  eomfields,  and  vineyards,  and  tmt  fib  tomi  ^ 
VfMuUna  from  its  foundation  !  Though  it  gave  timefy  notice  of  its 
^iproaeh,  manjfof  the  inhabitants,  1^  remaining  too  long  in  its  vicinity, 
endeavoTinng  to  save  their  etferts,  were  <lreadful!y  scalded  by  flashes 
of  steam  (which,  without  injuring  their  ciotlies,  took  off,  not  only  thrir 
ekm,  hut  their  very  flesh),  that  several  of  them  died  upon  liie  spot. 
About  sixty  suflered  in  this  miserable  manner,  and  so  great  was  the 
imiiety  and  consternation  which  aetxed  upon  the  people,  that  they  en- 

*  The  eltntloo  of  Uae  cr«t«i  la  about  thnm  Uiousaud  are  iiuJodTcd  tcei,  aiui  u*  ilivuiAoe  Itom  ttia 
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tirely  abandoned  ihcu  domebUc  concerns,  and  were  in  danger  of  starv- 
ing in  the  midst  of  plenty." 
On  the  90th  of  Januajy,  1810,  frequent  shocks  of  earthquakes  were 

experienced  at  the  island  of  St.  Michael's,  and  a  marine  volrann  1  urst 
through  the  sea,  about  half  a  league  from  the  land.  On  die  loth  of 
June,  in  the  following  year,  nnoihcr  phpnomenon  of  similar  cliaraL'ier 
ocrurrod,  near  the  west  end  of  the  same  island,  about  three  miles 
from  iaad,  in  forty  fathoms  of  water.  '  | 

The  Azores  arc  subject  also  to  violent  winds,  and  firequent  inimdap  • 
tions  cf  the  ocean,  which  often  overwhelm  the  houses,  and  sweep  from 
the  fields  the  flocks  and  grain.   They  are,  however,  extremely  fertile, 
and  produce  com,  wine,  and  fruits  in  great  abundanee.    There  is  an 
annual  exportation  of  tu  cnty  thousand  pipes  of  w'mc  :  rind  the  single 
article  of  toharro  afT'u  ils  a  considerable  ri-venuc  lo  the  King  of  Portu- 
gal, who  claims  a  lenih  of  all  llie  pioductions  of  llicse  islands.  The 
air  is  wholesome,  and  the  sky  is  generally  clear  and  serene.    No  I 
poisonous  or  noxious  animals  breed  on  the  Azores ;  and  it  is  said, 
that  if  earned  thither  they  will  expire  in  a  few  hours.*  The  popula-  | 
tion  of  the  whole  group  has  been  lately  estimated  at  two  hundred 
thousand.  •  ' 

St.  Mirhafl,  or  St.  Miguel,  which  is  the  lar^^est  island  of  the  whole 
cluster,  IS  suuaied  in  lat.  37^  50  N.,  long.  25 '  39*  W.,  about  twrnfy- 
five  leagues  south-east  from  Tercera.  I'he  celebrated  Cabral  luuk 
possession  of  it  in  the  name  of  Portugal,  in  1444.  It  b  quite  moun- 
tainous in  the  interior,  some  of  the  peaks  towering  to  the  height  of 
seven  thousand  feet  Hl>ove  the  level  of  the  sea.  Among  these  moun- 
tains are  several  valuable  mineral  springs.  The  climate  is  mild  and 
agreeable,  and  the  soil  is  rich  and  ferlile,  producing  corn,  potatoes,  ' 
peachp;^,  plums,  grapes,  oranges,  lemons,  A:c.  The  waters  around 
the  slioieti,  and  in  the  inlets,  are  teeming  with  nsh  of  various  kinds, 
and  ui  an  excellent  quality,  whiclt  can  be  caught  in  great  aburulance. 
This  island  has  considerable  -  eommeree  with  Portugal,  England,  and 
the  United  States.  Tlie  population  has  been  estimated  at  eighty-ona 
thousand.  In  August,  1831,  the  troops  of  Donna  Maria,  the  niece  of 
Don  Pedro,  took  possession  of  this  island,  and  still  hold  it  at  the  pres- 
ent day,  October,  1832. 

Pico  derives  its  name  fioin  a.  lofiy  mountam  on  it,  much  like  lhe  Peak 
of  Teneriile,  liie  smnmit  ol  wliich  is  more  than  seven  thousand  feel  above 
the  sea,  and  it  can  be  seen  from  a  great  distance  in  clear  weather. 
,  Bfr.  PInkerton  strongly  reoommends  to  geographers  to  assume  this 
mountain  as  a  first  meridian  of  longitude.  It  is  in  lat.  88^  27''N.,  long. 
230  w.  The  po|»ulation  is  about  twenty-one  thousand,  who  are 
principnlly  employed  m  cultivating  the  vme^  and  making  wine  for  ex- 
portation. 

The  island  of  St,  George  is  in  lat.  38=  31'  N.,  long.  27**  55'  W., 
and  ilie  pupuldUon  is  estimated  at  twelve  thousand.  The  iniiabiiants 
ire  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  wheat 

Fayal  is  a  cirenlar  island,  about  ten  miles  in  diameter,  rking  ab» 
mpily  fipom  die  sea,  in  lat  88"  81'  N.,  long.  28^  41'  W.,  and  its  centre 
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louvers  to  the  heigbt  of  about  three  thousand  feet  The  capital  of 
r  Pfnl  is  Villa  de  Horta,  or  Orta.  This  island  is  evidently  of  volcanic 
oi.^in,  but  the  soil  is  rich,  mellow,  and  fertile  ;  producing  wheat, oiaize, 
flax,  and  nearly  all  the  fruits  of  Europe  and  the  Ijnited  States.  Orangesi 
and  lemons  are  abundant.  The  ciiuiaie  is  temperate,  mild,  and  &alu- 
brioiis,  and  the  air  is  remarkable  for  ito  niufonii  parity.  Extremes  of 
•beat  or  cold  are  never  known  here.  Fine  pastures  for  cattle  are  fooiMj 
4ipoii  the  plains  of  this  island ;  birds  are  nuraeroiis«  and  fish  plentj. 
The  population  has  been  variously  estimated,  from  >!\»ecn  to  twrnrr- 
two  thousand, andtheinh^l  i:  i  tts  are  Hiistingiii«hp.H  tVirmiiannga^ boofftyi 
mid  aiiiiable  simplicity  oS  manners. 

This  pUce  has  acquired  some  celebrity  from  a  conspicuous  inc'ideni 
of  the  last  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.   On  At 
86th  of  Septemberi  18t4«  the  American  privateer  schooner  Genenl 
Armstrong,  commanded  by  Captain  Samuel  C.  Reid,  was  attacked  in 
Fayal  Roads  (a  neutral  port),  by  the  boats  of  the  British  king's  ships 
Planiagenet  seventy-four,  frigate  Rot;i,  and  bri^  Carnation.  The 
action  conimpnccd  about  ei<j[ht  o'clot-k  m  liie  evemug,  when  the  assail- 
ants were  beaten  ofT,  with  considerable  loss.    Being  reinforced  to  the 
number  of  twelve. boats,  they  returned  at  nine  o*cloek;  and,  after  a 
most  desperate  and  gallant  display  of  heroism  on- both  sides,  the  British 
were  again  eo'npelled  to  sheer  oflf,  with  the  loss  of  several  boats.  The 
gallant  Capta  .  Reid  was  obliged  to  scuttle  his  vessel,  and  Captain 
Lloyd,  of  the  Plantaorenet,  threatened  to  lire  upon  fhe  town,  unless  the 
privateer  was  delivered  up  to  him.    On  the  fillnwing  morning  they 
boarded  and  burht  her.    The  American  loss  m  ilus  aifair  was  iwo 
killed  and  seven  wounded ;  while  the  British  loss  was  one  hundred 
and  twenty  killed,  and  one  hnndred  and  thir^  wounded.   The  captain 
of  the  Plantagenet  lost  a  leg. 

Santa  ^faria  is  the  most  southern  island  of  the  Azores,  being  in  Iat« 
36^  59'  N.,  long.  25^  9'  W.  This  island  product's  plenty  of  wheat, 
and  has  about  five  thousand  inhabitants,  i  here  la  a  u>wo  on  it,  called 
by  the  same  name. 

Gratbsa  contains  aboul  seven  thousand  inhabitant*,  sod  jaadaem 
wheat,  wine,  butter,  and  cheese.  It  is  situated  in  lat.  80^  V  N.,  long. 
27'^  58'  W. 

Flores  is  a  very  fertile  island,  and  was  so  called  from  the  abundance 
of  flowers  which  were  found  upon  it.  It  is  in  lat.  39''  26'  N.,  long.  31** 
7"  W.,  and  contams  about  seven  thousand  iuhabiiani:s. 

Corvo  is  the  smallest  of  tiie  group,  and  derives  ii&  name  from  the 
abundance  of  crows  that  were  foimd  upon  iu  It  has  aboul  eight  hun- 
dred inhabitants  upon  it,  who  cultivate  wheat  and  raise  pork.  This 
island  is  situated  in  lat  39*>  44'  N.,  long.  31^7'  W. 

June  lOM. — From  Tercera  we  steered  for  Cadiz,  where  we  arrived 
on  Friday,  the  lOih  of  June;  but,  on  account  of  the  Asiatic  cholera 
being  at  Maniila  when  we  left,  we  were  not  allowed  U>  remain,  and 
therefore  concluded  to  proceed  to  Bordeaux. 

Tiic  reader  will  recollect  that  on  my  iirbl  vii>it  to  Cadiz,  in  Ute  year 
1812,  the  Freneii  were  bombarding  that  ci^,  which  was  eloselv  bo- 
sieged  by  land.  But  the  star  of  Bonaparte  had  already  passed  the 
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zenith,  and  was  theaonthe  decline.  The  emperor  was  at  that  ti.i.c 
on  Km  fatal  expedifion  into  Russia,  and  Wellington  was  driving  tji^ 
Frcncli  from  every  part  of  Spain.  They  were  defeated  at  Salamai  :a 
on  the  21st  of  July,  and  Madrid  was  captureil  l<y  the  liriiiih  Oil  Uie 
12th  of  August.    Oil  the  20iii  ol  thu  same  iiiuniii  ihe  &iege  of  Cadiz 

wttB  raised. 

All  my  readers  are  wdl  aware*  I  presnme,  that  this  Is  a  Ism  and 

rich  city  of  Spain,  in  the  proTiLce  of  Andalusia;  that  It  is  seated  on  an 
island,  and  that  it  has  an  excellent  Iiarbour.  The  island  is  about 
eighteen  miles  in  1(  tiLtli,  andgenerallv  riine  in  breadth;  but  the  north* 
west  end,  ifi\  uluch  ttie.  city  stands,  is  not  two  miles  broad.  It  has  a 
communication  with  the  contineni  hy  a  bridge,  and  the  bay  formed  by 
this  island  is  about  twelve  miles  in  length  and  six  in  breadth.  Thb 
south  side  is  inaccessible  by  sea,  because  it  is  lined  with  craggy  rocks ; 
and  the  passage  into  the  harbour  is  commanded  by  twoTorts,  called  the 
Puntal  and  Malagoida.    It  is  in  lat.  Zd"  32'  N.,  long.  0*"  18'  W. 

With  very  few  exceptions,  the  streets  of  Cadiz  are  narrow,  ill  paved, 
inRiifTt  rably  filthy,  and  horribly  odorific.  The  houses  have  all  flat 
roots,  covered  with  impenetrable  cement,  and  are  sjenerally  surmounted 
with  a  turret  which  commands  a  view  of  Uie  sea.  High  above  all 
these  soars  the  tower  of  signals,  where  flags  are  hun^  mi  on  the  fifsi 
sight  of  a  Tesse]«  denoting  her  size,  rig,  snd  national  enaraeter. 

There  are  a  few  pleasant  spots  about  Cadiz,  one  of  >,.iich  is  called 
the  Almeda,  a  public  promenade,  much  resorted  to  in  the  evening.  It 
cannot  vie,  however,  witij  the  Battery  promenade  of  the  city  of  IVew- 
York  ;  as  its  exposure  to  the  winds  of  the  ocean  p/^vents  the  trees 
thriving,  and  j)recludes  all  hopes  of  future  .shade. 

Westward  uf  the  Almeda,  is  Campo  Santo,  an  extensive  esplanade, 
the  only  airing  for  coaches ;  opposite  to  which  is  the  fortress  of  St. 
Sebastiao,  erected  on  a  neck  of  land  running  out  jnto  the  sea.  Tho 
round  tower  at  the  eitremity  of  this  fortress  is  supposed  to  have  saved 
the  city  from  being  swept  away  by  the  fuiy  of  the  waves  in  the  dread* 
ful  earthquake  of  175.1. 

The  poj>uIatiou  of  Cadiz  is  computed  at  about  one  hun«lred  thmisand* 
It  is  one  of  ihe  most  ancient  cities  of  Europe,  and  was  loundcd  by  the 
Phenicians.  It  was  afterward  a  Roman  town,  and  still  presents  several 
interesting  remains  of  Roman  aniiquities.  Cadiz  is  about  forty-five 
miles  west  of  Gibraltar,  and  Malaga  bean  from  it  east*by*north,  ^ 
tant  thirty  leagues. 

June  20M.— -On  leaving  Cadiz,  we  steered  to  the  west,  and  aftet^ 
ward  to  the  nonli,  coastintj  the  kin*]jdom  of  Portujrid,  a  distance  of 
more  than  three  tiundred  miles,  to  the  li  iy  of  Biscay,  and  arrived  at 
Bordeaux  on  Monday,  the  20th  day  of  June.  Here  we  di.schar^ed  tmr 
cargo,  ajid  took  another  on  board  for  iNew-Vork,  and  were  agani  ready 
10  sail  on  the  14th  of  July. 

Bordeaux  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  cities  of  F^rance,  and  was  (b> 
merly  tlie  metrop<dis  of  the  late  province  of  Guienne,  now  the  depart* 
ment  of  Gironde.  It  is  situated  in  a  beautiful  fertile  valley,  on  the 
bank  of  the  rhcr  Orironne.  which  afterward  assumes  the  name  of 
Oiroude.   It  is  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles  south-west  of 
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Paris,  eighty-seven  miles  south  of  Kof  hellct  forty  leagues  from  'I'ou- 
lou^e,  thirty-three  from  Limoges,  fourteen  from  the  Saints,  and  about 
86|enty-five  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  on  which  it  stands.  In 
lip  present  geographical  division  of  France*  Bordeanxisthe  capital  of 
the  aepariment  of  Gironde. 

The  ancient  oily  of  Bordeaux,  it  is  said,  though  considerable  in  point 
of  size,  w;i«  ill  built,  hailly  paVrd,  without  police,  or  any  of  those  muni- 
cipal regulations  iiidispeiistifjly  requisite  to  render  a  city  splendid  or 
eleganu  I  was  told  that  it  has  entirely  changed  ita  ap])earance  wiihin 
the  last  forty  years.  The  new  city  is  weU  buili,  Uie  streets  regular 
and  handsome,  and  the  public  edinces  present  a  noble  appearanee. 
The  newest  as  well  as  the  finest  part  of  it  is  the  public  square  twnng 
the  harbour.  The  population  is  eatimated  at  one  hundred  thoosandu 
^and  thf^ir  commen-e  is  very  extensive. 

The  harbour  is  capacious  and  well  secured;  and  from  its  crescent 
form  is  called  Lr  Port  dc  la  Lnne.    The  city  and  harbour  are  defended 
by  three  forts,  which  were  constructed  by  the  famous  Vauban.  'I'he 
Garonne  is  a  noble  river,  with  depth  of  water  sufficient  to  enable  tlui 
largest  ^ups  U>  come  up  to  the  city ;  it  is  considerably  wider  than  the 
ThaoiM  at  London  Bridge ;  is  bordered  by  a  large  and  elegant  quar 
between  three  and  four  miles  in  length ;  and  the  water  rises  \n  U  iwelvc 
feet  at  fnll  lidr.    The  commerce  of  this  place  is  also  greatly  promoted 
by  the  celebr  th  (l  canal  of  Lanj^edoc,  which  communicates  with  the 
Mediterranean,  and  through  which  Bordeaux  can  furnish  the  south  of 
France  with  colonial  products  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  Marseilles. 
Wines,  brandies,  and  fruits  are  the  staple  articles  of  export;  but  the 
wine  trade  is  most  attended  to.   Boideauz  is  in  latitude  44^  60'  20" 
long.  0''  34'  E. 

July  Ibth. — On  Friday,  the  1 5th,  n  t^  took  leave  of  ;dl  our  French 
friends,  and  at  eleven,  A.  M.,  got  under  way,  and  once  more  dirccird 
the  Antarctic's  course  to  our  long-looked  for  huaic,  in  "  the  droopmg 
west,**  After  leaving  the  river  and  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  our  patience  was 
tanlalBed  with  contrary  winds,  and  still  more  vexatious  calms,  which 
protracted  our  passage  to  the  unusual  length  of  nearly  six  weeks* 

August  27th.— On  Saturday,  the  27ih  of  August,  we  enleredthe  port 
of  New- York,  after  an  absence  of  two  years  lackins:  six  days.  My 
owners  received  me  in  the  most  kind  and  cordial  manner,  which  was 
more  than  I  anticipated  on  relurnin;;  iVoin  a  voyatj;c  attcnilcd  with  such 
B  succession  of  uuisloriuncs.  Tliis  was  truly  a  cordial  to  ray  wounded 
spirit,  and  enabled  my  wife  to  bear  up  against  the  melancholy  intelli- 

gence  which  awaited  us  on  reaching  our  long-deserted  home — ^her  father, 
er  aunt,  and  her  aunt's  child  were  all  dead !  as  were  likewise  a  female 
cousin  of  my  own,  and  her  husband  I  Thus  ends  the  narrative  of  my 
"Four  Voyages,** 
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